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The first school was built in Stevenson in 1875. It was called the William and Emma 
Austin College. It was located on the present s i t e of the c i t y cemetery. This school 
was named after William Austin and his wife because of the sizeable donation he gave 
to the citizens who were going about the community collecting donations to build a 
school. Mr. Austin told these citizens that he give a large donation if they would name 
the new school the William and Emma Austin College. The school started with two 
teachers, Professor Moore and Professor Livingston. It was a private school and 
charged tuition. Students even came to Stevenson from other places, and boarded in 
private homes for $10.00 per week. 


The name of the William and Emma Austin College was charged to the Austin Training 
School. Professor Gross served as the first principal of this school. Since the objective 
of this school was to serve as a College preparatory, and not actually as a college it 
was felt that the name should be changed. It continued to operate as a  private school 
until 1903with such teachers as Professor Cooper, Ann Graham (Jon Graham's sister), 
Myrtle Jacoway, who later married Ralph Bender. Will Baxter of Huntsville served as
principal from 1902 to 1904. 
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Austin College in 1911
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