
Tupelo School 

Location: S23/T3/R5E ( Ten miles NW of 
Scottsboro about a half mile north of Tupelo 
Store)

School District: 53

Teacher in 1923: Mrs. Canna Elkins Lee

Trustees in 1923: H. M Cunningham, J.C.C 
Cornelison, and W. N. Proctor

Teacher in 1939:  Mrs. Nola Simmons

Grades Covered: 1 through 6

Opening Years: Documented 1894 to 1911 (as 
Unity, one teacher) 1928-? as Tupelo (three teachers) 

Enrollment: 48 students in 1950


Building Description: Second school was a 
three-room frame building.

Unity school: 	 

As Unity School,

Location: S23/T3/R5E

Funds: $208

District:


1908-1909 One teacher

1936-1937 Three teachers


The earlier school on this site was known as 
Unity school, and events were taking place 
in the “Unity school house” as early as 1894. 
Historian Ann Chambless recalls: “I think this 
school was in Tupelo area of Maynards 
Cove.” Teachers associated with this school 
include J. Lee Morris (1898), Prof. E. H. 
Fincher, Mrs Canna Elkins Lee (1923) and 
Miss Pearl Cunningham (1920s), Mr. and Mrs 
Jarnigan and Mrs. L. Kennamer (1930s) Mrs. 
Leonard Precise was substitute teacher at 
this school. The school trustees in 1923 
were H. M. Cunningham, J. C. C. Cornelison, 
and W. N. Proctor.


This photo of the school is from the 1950 
education supplement in the Jackson County 
Sentinel.


Apr 27, 1894 PA: “Tupelo, Ala. “A literary 
society was organized at Unity school house 
on Saturday night last.


May 4, 1894 PA: Tupelo, Ala. News. “Prof A. 
J. Lowery is getting along nicely with his 
school.”




Dec 1, 1898 PA: “Tupelo: Prof. J. Lee Morris opened school at Unity school house last 
Monday. He moved here yesterday.”


Jul 20, 1911 PA: “We are glad to announce to the people that our ice cream supper was a 
success. Notwithstanding the gloomy evening we cleared $19, which will go to repair the Unity 
school house.”


As Tupelo:


Nov 8, 1928 PA: “Prof. E. H. Fincher, principal of the Tupelo School, announces a box supper 

to be held at Tupelo School house Saturday night, Nov. 17th. They will have a fish pond and 
several forms of amusement and all are invited to come and enjoy the evening. The school is 
attempting some splendid improvement on the school building and the funds derived from the 
supper will be used for this purpose.


Dec. 6, 1928 PA, Tupelo News Column: “School at this place is progressing nicely with Mr. E. 
H. Fisher and Miss Pearl Cunningham teachers. Several needed improvements to the school 
building have been made and we still have other improvements under consideration. We have 
prospects for the best school we have ever had. Let’s all work together and it will be an 
impetus to get a new school house.”




Feb 7, 1929 PA: “Notice to Patrons of Tupelo School. Supt. J. H. Wheeler will be at Tupelo 
school house on next Friday afternoon, Feb 8th, at 2:30 to make a speech regarding the 
building of a new school building. We are asking that all patrons and citizens in the district be 
present. Our need has become chronic, as we are having eighty to ninety-eight every day. We 
also invite representatives of the Pikeville school to be here. ‘Let’s come with school spirit.’      
E. F. F.”


This early photo of Tupelo school students was donated to the Heritage Center and contributed 
by Jennifer Petty. No IDs have been found. This seems to be the old school building.


Mar 21, 1929 PA: “Regardless of the threatened rain and the overflows of waters all over the 
county, Hunt Field was crowded on the last Friday, Jackson County Field Day at Hunt Field in 
Scottsboro. Sand Mountain schools were cut off during the morning and many were not able to 
attend the meet from other places in the county. The program began promptly at 10 o’clock 
and every minute throughout the day was filled with thrill contests entered into by the various 
schools. Tupelo won the $30 library offered by J. S. Benson for the school making the best 
record of attendance. Only five children enrolled in the 
school were absent. This was a find record and Prof. 
Fincher, principal of the Tupelo school, is to be 
congratulated.”

In the “Tupelo News” column of the same paper, 
“Tupelo School was well represented at Field Day last 
Friday. There were 112 enrolls and 107 were there. 
Thirteen cars and one truck furnished transportation. 
Everyone enjoyed the day and earned a library also. 
The faculty will attend the Alabama Educational 
Association at Birmingham this week end. There is a 
splendid school spirit in this community. We will soon 
have our money raised for a new school building. 
Let’s boost it.”


Apr 4, 1929 PA: “We are sorry to hear that the Tupelo schools comes to a close Friday.” And 
also, “Tupelo school has done many wonderful things this year but we have saved the best for 
the last. Friday evening, April 5th, at 8 o’clock, the school and faculty will give “A Poor Married 
Man,” a comedy-drama in two acts playing eight character including one of the best farce 
pieces ever written. We have arranged for one of the best string bands to furnish music 
between acts. You would pay 75 cents to see this play at the best theaters but you can see it 
at our school for 10 cents and 20 cents. Don’t forget the date and place. F.”


Apr 11, 1929 PA, “Maynard Cove News. Tupelo school c closed Friday night with a nice 
program. Mr. J.S. Benson made a good talk to the children and citizens of the Tupelo 
community. He said he had his cap set for a new school house at Tupelo and he was cheered 
at the close of his talk. The program was continued to Saturday night when a play, “A Poor 
Married Man,” was presented and it was highly enjoyed by a large crowd. $22.00 was taken in 
to pain the Tupelo church house.”


Dec 12, 1929 PA: “Tupelo News: The new school house has been under construction for the 
past three months has been completed. It is modern in every respect, and the people are 
looking forward to a successful school year….The pupils of Tupelo School are looking forward 
to a Christmas tree.”




Apr 24, 1930 PA: “There will be a box supper at 
Tupelo School House Saturday night, April 
26th. The proceeds will be used to be new 
library books. J. E. Henshaw, teacher”


Nov 27, 1930 PA:  “School is progressing nicely 
at this place.”


Dec 11, 1930 PA: “School is progressing nicely 
at this place with a large attendance.”


Jan 29, 1931 PA: “Remember there will be a 
ball game here at the Tupelo school house 
friday afternoon at 2 o’clock. Fairfield boys and 
girls will play Tupelo boys and girls, everybody 
come.”


Mar 5, 1931 PA: Several enjoyed the Basketball 
game at Tupelo school Friday afternoon.” And 
later “Tupelo News: We are all sorry that school 
closed Friday.”


Feb 11, 1932 PA: Health department program 
at Tupelo School


Feb 18, 1932 PA: Student report on studying 
Holland 

Mar 3, 1932 PA: Teacher Canna Card Elkins 
injured during a student play (see article). Later 
“The play at Tupelo school was enjoyed by a 

large crowd last Thursday night.” Mrs. Elkin fell from a porch and was 
subsequently disabled. This column appeared in the Progressive Age 
April 27, 1933.

Jul 28, 1932 PA: Health department vaccination clinic at Tupelo 
School


May 31, 1934 PA: Teacher for this year were Mr. and Mrs. J. H. 
Jarnagin and Mrs. L. Kennamer, who took the children to the picture 
show at the Bocanita in Scottsboro to celebrate the closing of a 
successful seven-month term where all the children were promoted to 
the next grade.


May 2, 1935 PA:  Fish and Game Association meeting at Tupelo 
School


Apr 9, 1936 PA: J. C. Bishop won the Bird Contest for best 
composition


Nov 4, 1937 PA: H. M. Cunningham paid $100 interest on a note in Board of Education report




Nov 
10, 

1938 PA: W. L. Johnson reimbursed $.75 for school supplies in the Board of Education report


May 11, 1939 PA: Pie supper to benefit the base ball club.


Nov 27, 1939 PA: Play presented. See article below.




Sep 23, 1943 PA: “Bond Sale at Tupelo School Saturday Night: 
There will be a Bond Sale rally at Tupelo School House Saturday 
night, Sept. 25th, beginning at 8 o’clock. There will be speaking 
and a free picture show by the Scottsboro Coca-Cola Bottling Co. 
The people of Tupelo are urged to be present.


Apr 6, 1944 PA: Typhoid clinic at Tupelo School


Mar 8, 1945 PA: Pie Supper at Tupelo School to benefit the ball 
team.


Aug 8, 1946 PA: Box supper to benefit the baseball team.


Sep 19, 1946 PA: Syphillis testing clinic at Tupelo School.


Nov 21, 1946 PA: Box supper at the school to benefit the church.


Apr 3, 1947 PA: DPT Vaccination Clinic at Tupelo School


Apr 7, 1955 PA: Mrs. Leonard Precise, president of the Tupelo club, babysits and serves as a 
substitute teacher at Tupelo School, featured in the Home Demonstration column.


Many years ago, I was shown a copy of this photo and told there was a 3-teacher school in 
Tupelo/Maynards Cove by someone who had attended school there in the late 1920s. Most 
likely, the two older females and one older male on top row were the 3 teachers when this 
photo was made.


Deanna Knoblach: I think if you ask Frank Adkins that lives in Hollywood he might can tell you 
some history. The baseball pictures were posted by Deanna. Picture at bottom, 6th grade 
graduation, Tupelo School 1940, from Reflections II.


