Sand Mountain Institute Dutton




Sand Mountain Institute
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Sand Mounizin lnslitute Students — Row 1, l-r; Lonnie Hudson, Sherman Griffen, Jack Garner, Paul Williams, Bert
Thomas, Justice Smalley, Henry Gann. Winston Smalley, \Villie Bramlett, Ernest Hudson, Jim Garner, Tilden
Helden, Ruth Newton, ina Campbell. Mary Grifin, Bossie Gann, Nollle Hudson, Z.E. Pinnegar, Clara Pinnegar, Mae
Chaney, Nelli¢ Anderscn, Cleo Wilson, Row 2, kr: Robert Garner, Eldie Pinnegar, George Anderson, Plerce
Williams, Audie Gritfin, Ester Wilson, Willie Griffin, Elfic Woolum, Maude Griffin, Jeppie Duttan, Noffie Smalley,
Vicloria Anderson, Mandy Woolum, Sallie Griffin, Mollie Weolum, Tommie Chaney, Annie Smalley, Minnie White,
Row 3, I-r: Freaman Talum, Willle Pinnegart, Gerthy White, Will Gamer, |.J. Willlams, Roy Anderson, Will Hudson,
Wonnie Thomas, (unidemtified), Eagar Stone, Henry Gritfin, Gordon White
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PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN IN EARLY 1900« SHOWS

[ Mnvte Comctonn o Jole & Rpam

SAND MOUNTAIN INSTITUTE

The Tnstitute. Which Trained Students and Teachers, Was Near the Site of the Present School

Education Played an Important Role
In the Early Development of Dutton

Ry JONIN PECK
Times Slal! Weiler

DUTTON « Teachery who Laxghl schooly 1n
NS arca daring e carly 1%8s may kave
received their educaten 31 the 53 ed Moetain
lnsunete — 2 college that agparently was very
sbort-lived

Thaugh Do coe seems o know exactly when
he Iaeslity was beilt, most local historiaas st
1925 rs the date Lhe seoo! burned.

Loegtire resideet Jokn B. Ryaa. 72, said a
mpalative scl et aslde 10 acres of Land e
erablish u schood called the Send Mountaks
Imsittute

Sense
Of Place

ATines Boriee

Tennessee Valley Communities

The taostery acilny, Believed o have beex
built arcund 1025, played a uniqua rode 1o *umal
portheast Alabammax ia thal # educated
teacksrs wha in lurn venlured ot Rt

sparsiey popelsted sress O Weoath ia countey
whsols

Agricullure was the prime ssurce of iseams
for nearty every residest on Sand Msuntain,
and that manst gaod schoolx and an adegaste
supgly of teachers were viten hard % come
1)

¥.

Mr: Nellle Niehels. 83, remem3ers the
Sand Mouwrtein [titete. She wld of & time
she and ter Best friend. Mae (haney,
wilaessed a group of beys throwing corz cobs

st & teactar. T E. Pinegor, while be walked
scrons the schwodl yard, Ploegar had stored
rorn under the steps 10 Gie sebeol and bid
picked up s o armioed Lo carey hame.

The school at that bme wax being wed Lo
educaie chidren, et Nrx. Nghoa sl
teachers once attemded Il to receive thear
setilisates.

The wo-ssary el had polSellled
heaters 0f sach fNoor, wood beeches and 2
waze 3t oze ped. Mex. Nichakx suid.

Hisartsrs say the town's femat school lur
yeungsters wae built in L6 a%ust & mike
southeast of where the carrent seheol slis T
was mode of logs 2ol Wad 30 cpes Teeplace,
Lwor d0rs and o wizdow,

Since the school was almast sarreended 5y
briar patckes ard woods,  hacame kaow a3
e “Briar Palch School.” The first seals &2
e hullding were made of sple ngs,

Mrs. Virgie Chambers. 35, taught in Duttas
o 42 pears. She recalled Hiving In a dormeney
scrvas lrom the Sand Mountaio Institote st
oving W Detton & 18G5, The dermuuey
sarvived the fire byt was demolished (0 »
1oenada two years later. Xyansaid.

Tee Duttoa Pest Olfec. gamed far then
maiter M. M Detten, was originaliy
1ed about 3 mile-and -2 -l wers of lusn

in & soeall grocery stare.

Trartan wis 8 boamiag towm in the 18608 sl
19044, Rynn suid. The towe was comzeiaed of
al least wighl businesces. tea blarkemith
shops & rellod gin & sawmill, Svo cafes acd
o toan docier

The Duniae Sehsal cnly weat to the Jith
grade thes, mexaiag studeets who wanted %
further their educaticn 3ad o 20 elaewhere.
Ryan said he rode @ bos wizh a bomemads
bocty jo Seattsharo te finish schoal,

Mry. Chamders satd Dutton becprse &
ceptral asthering spol lor resicents
throsghost Sasd Mountain whes o repviar
“Swap Day' wos deld, Molex farm egup-

ment clothing, beuschoid #ems and ather
goeds wege peddied by hose who came
Lende. Pocple Lraveled by horsebacie 2a faon,
oe by car along diet roads and camped nearhy
for several days when the event was deld, she
s34 Some gept in covered wagoas. she o M

Tha paved Rlghway didn't eame untl after
Warld War T, Nyansaid

Winn electricity came, “everybady's first
parchase was usuully o relrigerator,” Ny
ChambBers 5338 Tekephsaes 12d meehanlzed
i were other majpe luwiries that
greatly ahered the Nfestyden of Duttoa resi-
dezes, she said,

Mrs. Chambers pald 3¢ Somdbt her first
refrigerator in 1909 ard that il coetinues a
eperate (oday of the caordy enanizstion ia
Scelo shedoapled it 1o

After the Sand Meuntain Irxtitate brurred ia
1325, amatier pchool waa baill % replece il
When & perished iz 2 1957 fire. residents agkin
g0l together v canstruel 3 feheal, saly this
Girne with thekr own funds, Byan saad “Tdaa't
thiok yos couM find & community aaywharn
¢lse trat could put & erkoal up like Uuat
withoet any indebiedzess,” Kyas swod. While
the new schoal was beang bulll, studenis ats
trrded caswes i maka iUl elssrooms sizh
xx cherches sl ¢vea o potato thed. Ryan
asid. -

an Feb. 7, 1363, E.3. Thoma: became L3y
first mayer of Dutten. Tocay, the lown
Avviread seder the leadersiap of o woman,
Mrx. Sue B, Slrickand, whe took affice in
Ooteber L8,

“The oddy reajor besiness iIn Duttan today i
the WL Ditect Grocery Store, a ceorral
gatharing sgol for mary of the local
sawaspeaple abo, dusiag the cadder months
can olles be fovend Loddled azound an
heater isaide ke rustic stere diseussing pol.
dars. playiag cards or rememberiag old

Umes,
“f 1l wvaryhady if T didn't like d here I'd
have meved,' suid Clen Creg. 8.



