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Francisco School

Location: S6/T1/R4E
Funds: $187.20

School District: 76
Teacher in 1923: Stella Reid _ ; )
Trustee in 1923: J. E. Green B L\‘{
Teacher in 1939: Miss Lucille Bostic N
Enrollment in 1898: 60, expected to reach 100

1902: School burned.

1925: School burned.
1928: Enrollment Dropped and the school lost one of its two teachers.

Wendell Page said in his One Hundred Schools document “The school Beech Grove, was in
Tennessee. A few Alabama students attended. Franklin County, TN and Jackson County, AL
paid the one teacher and paid the rest to the church buildings owners. About 1950, Beech
Grove was consolidated with Huntland High School. One former student lived with relatives in
Scottsboro and graduated from JCHS. LWP” See all “Beech Grove School” entry.

Long-time resident Fred Green wrote a history of the Francisco Community in the March 22,
1926 Progressive Age and had this to say about early school houses, which starts before
newspaper accounts are available and agrees with what can be found by searching
newspapers. This full article is reproduced at the end of the school sketch.

“The school houses were crude log houses with open fire places. The house where most of
our grandparent went to school stood where the cemetery now is. In the there have been
school houses in different parts of the community. The old one that stood in the cemetery was
used for religious worship.” After the Civil War, “Education got to a very low ebb. many of our
grandparents cannot read and write. In 1880, a school house was built on Tennessee and
Alabama State line by moderns plans. In 1902 a more modern schoolhouse was built on the
same ground which burned down the latter part of 1925. In 1926 the present building was
erected on the same ground.”

A number of teacher names are associated with this school: “Mollie Keith and Minnie Neal
(1893), Prof. Hudson (1898), Mr. Hackworth (1901), Ellen Fincher (1913), Mary Cunningham
and Stella Reid (1923), Gordon Pogue and Allene Mason (1928), and Louise Bostic (1939). A
more comprehensive list of teacher is found at the 1938 teacher reunion recounted below. A list
of students can are found in 1913 honor roll lists.

Here are references to this school from newspapers.

Oct 14, 1886 SC: Francisco News. “The school at this place closed on the 24th ult.”

May 5, 1893 PA: Francisco, Ala. Column“Miss Mollie Keith organized a class in instrumental
music at the school house here last Monday morning. Miss Minnie Neil’s school is progressing
nicely, she is giving satisfaction to pupils and patrons.

Jan 13, 1898 PA: “Prof. Hudson opened a school here Monday.”

Feb 3, 1898 PA: Quite a breeze of excitement reigned at the school house at this place a few
days ago for a few minutes, caused by an alarm of fire being raised. The fire caught from a



defective flue and was rapidly gaining headway in the roof of the building when it was
discovered, but fortunately there happened to be a sufficiency of water on hand at the time, to
extinguish the fire before it did much damage.”

Jul 21, 1898 PA: “Francisco. Professor Hudson opened up school at this place on the 11th
inst., with about 38 students which have been increased to about 60, and will run up near the
100 market when everybody gets their crops laid by....Rev. Coleman delivered a lecture to the
students of Prof. Hudson’s school on Friday afternoon, on the importance of education, and he
also preached two able and instructive sermons on Sunday at 11 am and 4 pm. Mr. Coleman is
lind and has been so from his birth.”

Aug 1, 1901 PA: Francisco News. “Mr. Hackworth’s school at this place is progressing nicely.”

Jul 3, 1902 PA: Francisco News. “The new school house is fast nearing completion and will
soon be ready to use.”

Jul 17, 1902 PA: Francisco News. “The school house here has just been completed and is not
receiving the finishing touch with the paint brush. It is one of the best country school houses in
the county.”

Jul 10, 1913 PA: “Honor Roll of Francisco School. The following pupils have so conducted
themselves as to be placed on the honor roll for the month of June 2013: Anna and Ollie Hill;
Leona and Alton Hall; Leona, Sallie, Eugenia, Velma, Jennie, Arnold,, Floyd, Clayton and
Charlie Green; Mary and Thompson Larkin; Lizzie, Sallie and Parker Erwin; Louise, Charley and
Granville Payne; Jessie and Mary Jane Kilpatrick; Girlie and Adie Burks; Stella Reed. Rose
Stovall. Winston Graham, Jim Thomas Hinshaw, George Groce. Emma Fincher, Prin.”

Aug 21, 1913 PA. “Honor Roll of Francisco School. Anna Hill, Dewey Hill, Sallie Erwin, Parker
Erwin, Cornelia Green, Bobbie Green, Jennie Green, Eugenia Green, Floyd Green, Clayton
Green, Mark Larkin, Louise Payne, Sue Pogue, Jimmie Pogue, Jessie Kilpatrick, Girlie Burks,
Myrtle Matthews, Myrtle Henshaw, Lou Belle Henshaw, Jim Henshaw, Stella Reid, Nora Groce,
Lucille Groce, Laura Green, Newton Gattis, Jack Payne, John Larking, Ollie Payne, Leona
Payne, Vivian Payne, Rena Fanning. Emma Fincher, teacher.”

Mar 30, 1917 PA: Francisco News. “”A very interesting program R R .
was rendered on last Friday and Saturday nights at the Francisco &~ RSDAY, DEC 17, 1625
school house at the close of Prof. Smith’s school.”

Feb 15, 1923 PA: Francisco News. “School at this place was Fme FranC]SCO SChOOI

suspended last week on account of the snow and ice.” n _* l d B '
bullding Burns Down

Nov 8, 1923 PA: Francisco News. “Miss Mary Cunningham, of S

the teachers at the Francisco school, attended the institute at |  The Francisco school hot

Scottsboro last week.” de . re the weel

Jul 30, 1925 PA: Francisco News. “Gordon Pogue is teaching _tne It i 1t
school at this place.” Foat fro o apetyn falling

Dec 17, 1925: Francisco school house burns at a loss of $4000
and “one of the best rural school houses in the county.” See and the T O A oy g
article. mn time for next rm of school. TI

Jun 20, 1928 PA: The vote on the 3 mil tax was called. Results hat



now known. See article.

Dec 1, 1927 PA: Francisco news. “Quite an interesting and
amusing program was rendered at the Francisco school on
Thanksgiving day. The part of the program of greatest interest
was a speech by Rev. Angel of Huntland. The next thing of
interest was three basket ball games one by the Francisco boys
and the Liberty School boys in which they Francisco boys was
the winner....Then came the funny part which was some foot
races in which quite a number in each class took part. The winner
in the boys race was Fred Green. The girls race was won by Lila
Green and the married womens race was won by Mrs. Myrtle
Green. The distance ran in each race was 100 yards.:

Dec 29, 1927 PA: Francisco News. “In a recent contest by the
pupils of the Francisco School as to who could write the best
history of Francisco and vicinity the winner to receive $1.00. Miss
Pauline Green and her cousin, Fred Green, tied, each one
drawing 50 cents....The Francisco School had a nice Christmas
tree last Friday afternoon.”

Apr 5, 1928 PA: “A move has been started to add two more
districts to the Francisco district and make the Francisco school
a Junior High School. This move if carried to a successful finish
will fill a long felt want and will meet the hearty approval of this
whole community. A neat little sum of money was taken at the
Pie Supper at Francisco School last Saturday night, which will be
used for the benefit of the school.”

Aug 9, 1928 PA: Francisco News. “School opened at this place
on the 16th of July with Gordon Pogue and Miss Allene Mason as
teachers.”

Sep 27, 1928 PA: Francisco News. “On account of a decrease in
attendance in the Francisco school, Mr. Gordon Pogue and the
Jackson County Board of Education have put the school under
the direction of the assistant, Miss Aline Mason.”

Dec 20, 1928 PA: Francisco News. “The Francisco School is
planning to have a Christmas tree on the afternoon of Dec 24th.”
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NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that a spec-
ial election will be held in
Francisco District No. 76,
at regular voting place

Jackson County, Alabams, on the)

| 26th day of July? 1928, for the pur-!

|Tp, 1, R 3

O,

pose of doterminiu whether or not
a special tax shall be levied and eol-
lected annually, at the rate of 30/
cents on each one hundred dollars|
worth of taxable property in |
Francisco District No. 76,

in said county, and to be continued
for a period of two years from Sep-
tember 30, 1285, the same to be for
the support of the public schools
within said district. The boundaries
of =aid district are as follows:

Beginning at the NW corner of
section 3, Tp 1, R 3 east; thence east
£ miles; thence south 8 miles: thence
west 4 miles to Madison County line;
thence with sald Madison County line
to M\ corner of section 3, Tp 1, R
3; thence north te point of begin-
mrL "m' district eentaini sections
4, 5,6, 7, 8,9, 16, 17, 18, Tp 1, R
{: also cections 1, 2, 3, 11, 12, 13,
and that part of seclions
10 and 14, Tp 1, R &, lying north and

st of Madison Co., line. All of said
district being in Jackson County,
Alabama.

The following officers are appoint-
ed to hold said election:

S. L. Husgkey, C. C. Green, J. E.
Green, ins; I. B. Hill, Willie Hin=
shaw, clerks; E. J. D. Kennedv, R.
W. H

R. S. Skelton, W. W. Trice,
Cox, Raymond Bradford, Members,
Board of Cnm:r.issi-oners. Jackson
County, Ala., M. C. Thomas, Sheriff
| of Jackson Count v, Ala.

Mar 31, 1932 JCS: Health education program on diphtheria, hookworm, malaria, sanitation

and drainage at the school.

Nov 4, 1937 PA: County School Financial Statement. William Green was paid $16.00 for

providing wood for Francisco School.

Apr 28, 1938 PA: “We are having a get together of all the former teachers and pupils of the
Francisco School at the school building Sunday May 15. Each one is asked to bring lunch. Ada

Green, Eugenia Green, Committee.”

This get together was later reported in the Nineteen Years Ago column of the May 23, 1967 PA:
“A large crowd attended the reunion of school teacher and pupils of the school at Francisco on



Sunday, May 15. S. J. Erwin extended a word of welcome to those who had been away and
presented the teachers that were there and each of them made a short talk. They were: George
Larks in Francisco; J. W. Reid of Altus, Okla.; Mrs. Alice Armor Hall, Mrs Lyda Bert Pritchard,
Mrs. Ruth Steed McDowell, of Winchester, Tenn.; Gordon Pogue of Bean’s Creek, Tenn.; Mrs.
Ruby Hall Robertson of Swaim; Mrs. Mable Ayers Latham and Miss Vera Mason, of Maxwell,
Tenn. Mrs. Everett Hardison of Beans Creek, Tenn. was there in the afternoon. Miss Jessie Lee
County, one of the teachers for the coming year, was there.”

Nov 10, 1938 PA: County School Financial Statement. William Green was paid $16.50 for
providing wood for Francisco School.

Jun 8, 1939 PA: “There will be a former teacher and pupils reunion at the Francisco school
house Sunday, June 18th beginning at 10 o’clock A. M. Each one is asked to bring lunch.”

Apr 30, 1942: Register for sugar rationing with C. C. Green at the Francisco school.

Jun 21, 1945 PA: Typhoid vaccination clinic at Francisco School on June 27. Also held in April
1947.

Jul 8, 1948 PA: Tuberculosis screening at Francisco School.

1950: School closed and students were consolidated into Huntland, Tennessee school

(Wendell Page).

Junior Prestwood drove through the area
in 2021 and made this pictures. He was
told that the building below where most
recently there Green family has lived had
been used as the school house for the
Francisco community and that the small
building in front had been the post office.
Other Facebook participants confirmed
that this was true.




I have ne suthentic recard further
Baok tham 1775 At that date Frar.
clses was o vast wildernewm with &
Charokne tradl here and therw Wo
bawe procf of Indiane by the Mimt
arrcewhesds found in warises parts of
the country

The fisst graves m  the semtery
were children mamed Lackes, ‘kiled
by the Indians

At the pace whers the past cfew
wands mas then 3 preat canebmake.
Reerh Drmve Bill wac ale  coversd
with rarw Deer, bears, wideats and
ferocnne aniva'c e n! large. Dot
Crocbett hunted all aver the country
und billed soveral B~ hewe. He rxt

Bt nams on beock e that shll

stands near the Kennedy Sprire.
Tater eamse tha fise sectlers, one
of thon whose name was WiHliam

Laskin, in bomor of Mim this cove and
ervek were named.

The settlers cut down the forest

ard bukt crude leg cabins with
stk and dirt chimneys, The wood-
mar’s axe and the whir of the wia-
ning wheel were deard >a every side,

The aearcst tradng post m Uhosg
days was Salem, Tenn There were
no radroads ab that time

The school houses were cruade log
bouses Witk ppen fire slates The
house where mest of 04y
orts went to school stood where the
cemelery now B In tine there have
den school Beuses In ciferent pars
of 1he community, The )2 one that
stpod In the cometery was used for
redigioss worsyip,

Thee came the great Civil War
that revowlionized 1he viole Sexth,
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Here is the article that Fred Green wrote in 1926 about this history of Francisco. This
information, which cannot be independently confirmed.
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Alabama Ntate line by modem plans
In 1992 & mere modern scheclbouse
was badt on the same ground whick
barned dewn the Iatter part of 1525
Ia 1026 the present bDalldingy was
erected on the same groumd.
Franciseo was samed by Esquire
Geesrge Crimmett in honer of Capt
| Franesco RKoce of Civil War fame ir
1574, M. H. Rize served a5 posmas
Ler for two years, then W, K, Greer
was apxinted as  postmegater. . He
perved 30 vears. [n the early days we
hac mall once n veek and the poot-
Lmaster’s alary was $5.00 per year
In 15885, Gen Joseph Wheeler. whe
wor wirkd wide fame Im both Civh
ane Spanish American wam visted
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shou'd have dally mail. AL that tune
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wus Lhen carvied on herseback fyom
Hunt sd w Palnt Bock. Rt 1wmn
chanzed from HWurtadd te Prinedt o
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Hunsland with a gravel plke mo:*
.tl' hl-).
Ia 1837

Churca

carried Lo
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Beoca Grove Baptist chuseh.
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