Flat Rock School

Nov 23, 1911 PA: “County Superintendent C. S. Brewton visited the Sulphur Springs public
school Wednesday night and will visit the Flat Rock school Thursday a.m. the Rosalie School
Thursday p.m., the Pisgah School Friday a.m., and Chalybeate Springs school Friday p.m. He
will also attend public land sales at Dutton Saturday.

“A School for the Mountaineers”

In 1904, Bishop Wilson, on the recommendation oft h e Presiding Elders in cabinet session,
appointed Dr. Frank H. Gardner, who had just returned from the Mission Fields in Mexico, to
the Methodist’s Flat Rock Mission. He was assigned to organize the work of the mission and to
establish a mission school for the mountaineers.

In 1905 a primary school was organized in a small wood frame church building that stood at
the then-intersection of Highway 71 and County Road 81, across from the Flat Rock Cemetery.
Mr. Tom Hardy gave an acre of land for the church and one-fourth acre for the

cemetery. School was held in this church building.

By autumn 1907, Flat Rock High School was established in the old Methodist church, a
wooden structure with one large room and one small room. The school was the property of the
Methodist Epis- copal Church South, overseen by a Board of Trustees and managed

by the school’s principal.

Enrollment at this time was 13 pupils, all in grades one through five. The teachers in this early
school were N.H. Price,W.O. Wrencher and Miss Mary E. Lee.

Mrs. Gardner taught music in her home which was close enough to the school to
accommodate the pupils who wished to avail them- selves of this opportunity. All six of the
Gardner children finished high school at Flat Rock and went on to higher education, becoming
preachers and teachers.

Later, when a wooden building with one large room and two smaller rooms was erected, the
two-room building was used for elementary grades. This three-room high school building also
housed church and Sunday school services. This new school stood exactly where the Health
Clinic building was built.

Some of the teachers at this time were I.T.Carlton,R.H.Hartford, W.W. Rutland and Miss Nancy
Holt. In 1916 this high school build- ing was converted into a dormitory. Eventually the school
had three dormitories, all later destroyed by fire.

In 1914 Dr. Gardner began construction of anew stone building with Grover Houser as the
architect. A.J. Hogue (Dimple’s grand- father) donated the stone for the building. The cost of
the building was about $12,000, with a great deal of labor donated.

Since Flat Rock was a mission school, a donation of $50,000 from the Centenary Campaign
was made for building purposes and endowments.

The principal’s home was built on forty acres secured by Dr. Gardner. The house stood where
the present Community Center now sits. A library was built between the principal’s home and
the Stone Building.



G.W. Floyd was the first principal after school started operation in the Stone Building. He was a
good school man and very successful in managing the boys and girls. Later principals were
L.G. Alverson and Marvin McDonald. Roy G. Ellis was the first vocational teacher.

Flat Rock offered the only high school in this area and attracted students from many states,
even Cuba and Central America. A very wide-ranging curriculum was offered —with a choice of
Classical or Scientific concentrations, all pupils could study English, Mathematics, Science,
History, Bible, Spanish, Latin Music, Physical Education, and Vocational Studies.

The students were privileged to work their way through school. The school owned 292 acres of
land for farming, livestock, dairying and poultry raising. The school also owned a sawmill, grist
mill and planer which furnished employment for some of the boys. When boys and girls were
finished at Flat Rock High School they had learned the value of education and were eager to
go to college or otherwise make good in the great adventure of life.

The pupils were religious without being fanatics and no compulsion was needed to get the
students to church services or take part in the church’s Epworth League (later called the M . Y.
F.) The auditorium of the Stone Building housed worship services and was always filled to
capacity.

The church school became inactive in 1929 but the church continued to use one room on the
ground floor as a chapel until the present Methodist Church was built in 1947 under the
guidance of Rev. David N. Hutto.

After the school ceased to function, due to financial difficulties, culties, classes were taught in
the Stone Building for some time. Some of the principals, who had never known or cared how
the people in the community had struggled to have a school, took no interest in the building
and let it deteriorate. Windows were broken out. One school principal even allowed lumber
from the auditorium stage floor to be removed.

Fortunately in 1963 a local boy, Mr. Ulyses Bowman, became Flat Rock’s principal. He had
finished high school here, class of 1926, and loved the school. With his leadership and the
cooperation oft h e surrounding communities we were finally able to get some encouragement
from the Board of Education and the final “go-ahead.”

It was astounding to know the amount of money and labor donated by every method available
for the restoration of our landmark Stone Building. Patrons of th e school, even people without
children in the school, rolled up their sleeves and acquainted them- selves with paint brushes,
hammers and what-have-you in the line of labor.

The Stone Building was restored at the cost of about $20,000.
Note: There is much more information in this source.

From Not Forgotten by Hampton and Crowell

Nov 11, 1909 “The Flat Rock High school is progressing nicely under the management of Prof.
Wm. O. Rencher. New students are expect t to arrive when the dormitory is finished. Most
every old student is striving hard to win the Gold Medal, which has recently been offered to the
most studious one and whose department is perfect....Mr. D. Moore, of Henager, has recently
purchased a lovely home here, and moved his family here for the benefit of the high school,”
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FIAT ROCK, ALABAMA

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1924-19206

Flat Rock High School
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Stadents Photographed at Flat Rock School in Flat Rock, Aabama during earty 1900s

Flat Rack High School students, cires 1914-1916, 3t oid Flal Rock Methodist
Church Building
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