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January Meeting: The Jackson County
Historical Association will meet Sunday
January 26, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. at the
Scottsboro Depot. Our guest speaker,
David Ivey, will present the history of shape
note music and its connection to Jackson
County. Mr. Ivey, originally from Henagar,
Alabama, is a National Endowment for the
Arts National Heritage Fellow and is one of
the leading scholars on the subject of sacred
harp or shape note music.

Ivey was born into one of the most
recognized of the Sacred Harp singing
families of Sand Mountain, Alabama. He

began attending singing schools in Henagar, Alabama, under such
notable singing masters as NEA National Heritage Fellow Hugh
McGraw and Leonard Lacy, He is the recipient of numerous
apprenticeship grants through the Alabama Folk Arts Apprenticeship
Program. He was one of the youngest of the seven-person committee
that revised the 1991 edition of The Sacred Harp, today's most popular

edition among singers nationwide.

He has founded a camp to promote the art form, Camp Fasola, and
worked with famed music producer T. Bone Burnett to make the
sacred harp recordings that were included on the soundtrack to the

movie Cold Mountain.

Yearbooks Project: All fall, I have been scanning Jackson County
yearbooks and putting them on the JCHA web site. I scanned them
using optical character recognition (OCR) software so that the
yearbooks can be searched. You can, in fact, search any part of the
JCHA site or the whole site using the google site command. From a

google command line, type

site: http://www.jchaweb.org “searchstring”

and press Enter. This yields clickable hits inside the JCHA web site. I
have done the first 50 years of Jackson County High School and many
yearbooks from Woodville, Skyline, Bridgeport, and North Sand
Mountain. I am missing most of the 1930s and the late 1940s. If

anyone has yearbooks from this time, please write me at

jcha@scottsboro.org. I have only three Pisgah yearbooks and none

from Section. Please help me create this resource.
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Goodbye to an Old Friend

JCHA member, contributing author, and friend Dr. James
Thompson died the week of Thanksgiving at his home near
Florence, AL.

Dr. Thompson’s most recent and visible role with our organization
was in the 2018 Cedar Hill Cemetery Stroll when he portrayed
aviation pioneer Cecil Floyd. Cecil Floyd was a Scottsboro native
who lost his life while flying a military jet fighter prototype, the
P-80, during a test flight in 1947. Within a few years of Floyd’s death,
Dr. Thompson was flying the first production military jet, the F-86,
logging 71 combat missions in Korea and receiving the Distinguished
Flying Cross.

Dr. Thompson was the central figure in an incident that has entered
Scottsboro lore: As a recent Auburn graduate who had returned to
live with his parents before mustering into the Air Force in 1950,
Thompson heard a small aircraft repeatedly passing over downtown
well after midnight during a heavy storm. He called Frank Henshaw,
a veteran military pilot who was working late at his business,
Scottsboro Funeral Home. The two used the spotlight on the funeral
home’s ambulance to signal the small plane, and the pilot flashed his
lights and tipped his wings, acknowledging their signal. Thompson
and Henshaw, with the aid of pharmacist Charles Hodges and
telephone switchboard operators Veda Maude Sumner and Bert
‘Woodall contacted local residents, who gathered at a makeshift
airstrip off Tupelo Pike, lighting the landing path with the headlights of their cars, guiding the badly
disoriented pilot to a safe landing.

Jimmy Thompson as Cecil Floyd on the 2018 Cedar
Hill Cemetery Stroll

Coincidentally, the pilot of the plane, Bob Kieran, had been a
fraternity brother of Thompson’s at Auburn. Kieran and his passenger
went home with Thompson, spending the night with Thompson’s
parents before continuing on their way to Birmingham the next day:.
The incident made the national network newscasts.

James Knox Thompson was born October 28, 1928 to John Knox
Thompson and Teresa Adams Thompson in Scottsboro. He grew up in
a home which still stands at 405 North Market Street. There, he
formed lifetime friendships with nearby residents Jake Word, Ralph
Powell, and Eddie Ray Hembree.

He graduated from Jackson County High School in 1947. After
graduating from Auburn University, he joined the US Air Force and
became a fighter pilot in the 4th Fighter Wing in Korea.

Following his service, he entered the ministry, receiving a Master of
Divinity from Columbia Theological Seminary in Atlanta and a
Doctorate of the Science of Theology from the San Francisco
Theological Seminary. The Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Florence, AL was among his prestigious pastorates.
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Dr. Thompson felt compelled to share his remarkable knowledge of county history with readers of The
Chronicles. He published a profile of high school classmate General Fate Melton in our January 2017
edition, a biography of fellow pilot Cecil Floyd in April 2018, and an article about the amiable resolution
between two factions of the Presbyterian church who avoided a confrontation over the disposition of a

shared church building in the early 1950’s in our October 2018 edition.

We frequently called on him to verify our historical sketches. He was able, for instance, to confirm for us
that Germany’s Graf Zeppelin passed over the courthouse square in the early 1930s. He had witnessed the

event from the front yard of his home, one block off the square.

‘When asked to portray Cecil Floyd in the 2018 Cedar Hill Cemetery Stroll, Dr. Thompson, then 89 years
old, expressed doubts that his health would allow him to perform for two hours. In the end, he told
cemetery stroll organizers, “I've got to do it. This will probably be the last time Cecil will be remembered
publicly.” At the stroll, he engaged hundreds of listeners with his first-hand knowledge of the early years
of jet aviation. Dressed in his flight suit and helmet from his combat missions 68 years before, he posed

for dozens of pictures with young admirers.

James Thompson was a gentleman who was willing to give freely of his time and talents to preserve his

memories of growing up in Jackson County. We have lost a valued friend and remarkable talent.
deeply saddened by his passing.

We are

Alabama 200: The End of a Three-Year Party

Following designation as a territory in March, 1817, Alabama became the nation’s
twenty-second state on December 14, 1819. The state’s three-year birthday celebration
ended December 14, 2019 with special concerts, a parade, and the dedication of a new
park in Montgomery.

During this three-year celebration, the state bicentennial commission has invested in
schools and teachers, engaged communities, and encouraged citizens and visitors alike
to explore and learn about the state. The Heritage Center ran a passport program
similar to the national parks’ program where visitors toured the sites called out in
passports and had their documents stamped to remember their visits. Heritage Center
Directory Jennifer Petty reports that she stamped quite a number of passports.

The county also received several grants from the Bicentennial Commission. In June
2018, the Northeast Alabama Community College and the Jackson County Historical
Association received a $2,500 grant to fund their first Cedar Hill Cemetery Stroll, held

1D S AW AMERRTLONIAL In

October 24, 2018. In August 2018, the Alabama/Tennessee Trail of Tears Corridor Association received a
$5,000 grant.

In August 2018, four schools in Jackson County were recognized as

Alabama

Bicentennial Schools and received $2,000 grants: Bridgeport Middle School,
Woodville High School, and Pisgah High School. Chosen from a competitive
pool of nearly 400 proposals, 200 schools were selected, and 56 schools
received $500 honorable mention grants, including Hollywood School. And in

for the

: January 2019, the Stevenson Library was chosen as the county’s site
A L A B A M A state traveling exhibit, “Making Alabama. A Bicentennial Traveling Exhibit.”
BICENTEHNNIAL  Weallbenefited from our participation in the bicentennial events. Well done,

State of Alabama!
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Review of Our Second Cedar Hill Stroll

The second Cedar Hill Cemetery, held on
October 6, 2019, is now history. Coming at
the end of a week that saw three “hottest
temperatures for this date” records
broken, and with a cold front scheduled
to arrive, accompanied by thunderstorms
on Sunday night, we were very fortunate
to have a partly cloudy day where
maximum temps were only in the low 8os.

We appreciate all the citizens and out-of-
town visitors who attended the cemetery
stroll, and appreciate the generous
donations that will enable us to place a
historical marker at the front of the
cemetery. Even though Virginia May
Brown has been gone some 65 years, some
of her famous jewelry collection was on
e , . display by her grave, courtesy of Mary Ben TR
(R g 2% .. Heflin, who inherited it. Four of our v, S o :
Nat Cisco presenters were family members. Joan Reeves and Bunny Mountain

An event of this size does not happen without a lot of help. None of this could
have gotten off the ground without our actors, and we are overwhelmed that these busy people gave so
freely of their time and talent to make this event possible.

Nat Cisco, aveteran of last year’s — -
stroll, stood by the headstone bought | i (| (LB T L
with last year’s donations and told us ' bl ¢ ' g
why we had used your funds to
memorialize the unmarked gravesite
of Deputy US Marshal Ed Moody.
Our go-to “lawman killed in the line
of duty,” (he was Matt Wann last
year), Nat did a great job becoming
Marshal Moody:

Bunny Mountain and Joan
Reeves portrayed our hostesses for
the event, Lucy and Jessie Sue
Bynum. How nice to see them
brought to life by these two women
whose long friendship shone through
their acting. Joan was a very
memorable Babs Deal last year.

In the spite of personal tragedy, Amy
McCamy Patterson pulled
together a great, authentic-looking

Jerry King

Amy McCamy Patterson
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Mary Texas Hurt Garner and
proved that she is not only our
preeminent dog whisperer but a
ghost whisperer as well. She told
us about our youngest state
elected official, just ahead of the
2020 celebrations of the
centennial of women’s suffrage.

Jerry King channelled Bob
Gentry in the Judge’s overalls and
shirt, both of the men
consummate story tellers, and
reminded those of us who
remember the Judge why we miss
him so. Jerry was a memorable
Unknown Man last year.

The Hodges cousins—Don,
Sonny, and Doug Hodges—
recreated their fathers Mess, Doug, Don, and Sonny Hodges
Charles, and R.L., whose skills in their drug store
business and talent for practical jokes left such an impact on Scottsboro.

Traci Phillips

Traci Phillips does a great job capturing the personalities of our larger-than-life county women. She
recreated Virginia May Brown this year and Lucille Benson last year. Alexander Edge, a NACC student
from their excellent theater program, looked so striking Daniel Martin’s son James Polk Martin, and told
us his Civil War story.

Dr. Gary Speers brought his oratory
skills as a minister and his broad
knowledge of African-American history
in Jackson County, honed through his
years as an educator, to bring Wiley
Whitfield to life.

Greg Bell, whose voice comes to our
kitchens every morning over WWIC,
did a great job as University of Alabama
football player John O’Linger, who told
us about being recruited by young Bear
Bryant, along with teammates David
“Bull” Webb and Pat Trammell. Greg
used the research he did to have
O’Linger added to the county Sports
Hall of Fame this year.

Young actors Miles and Carter
Hodges prove that history is not just
for those who have already lived it. They
brought two sons of Dr. James Monroe
Parks to life and told us the story of
their grandfather Robert T. Scott and

Alexander Edge
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the Parks family’s tragic migration to
Texas and return to Scottsboro. Miles, you
might recall, was little Tom Shipp last
year, with his mother, Sarah.

Kelly Goodowens is such a good man,
the long-time caretaker of the depot,
always willing to help us out as he did at
the 2018 stroll as Dr. W. H. Payne. He did
a great job as Gene Airheart, meeting with
Gene’s daughter to understand how to
portray her father.

Jason Johnson, a member of the
Mountain Valley Players, gave us his time
and talent to bring to life the sad story of
McKinley Kirby, gassed in the last three
weeks of World War I. For those of us
who never met Red Sharp, Dicky Holder
was a great substitute. He told us the
stories that make Red Sharp a local legend
with the skill of a experienced story teller.
His audiences were spellbound.

Greg Bell Brad Yates

Brad Yates skillfully gave us first-hand knowledge of his grandfather, Cecil Word, a man who left an
enduring mark on Scottsboro’s homes and business buildings.

Pat Presley put much time and effort into talking to friends and family so he could become a convincing
Sgt. Sammy Baker, complete with a nearly life-size photo of the boxer.

Thank you to everyone who helped make the stroll possible.
Thank you first and foremost to the Bynum Foundation for generously funding the cemetery stroll.

Thank you to Dr. David Campbell and Northeast Alabama Community College NACC) for
administering our grant and lending us the time and talents of Blake Wilhelm and Julia Everett. Thank
you to the NACC Theater Department for costume assistance. Thank you to Kent Jones and Justin
Chambless who brought the golf carts from NACC and drove our visitors who needed a little extra help.
And these same nice guys helped us clean up when the stroll was over.

- ix
Miles and Carter Hodges Dicky Holder
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Thank you to our volunteers, who
kept things moving smoothly,
manning the gates, passing our
programs, tending to the needs of
the actors, and passing out bottled
water to our visitors. Thank you to
Jennifer Petty from the Scottsboro
Jackson Heritage Center; to
Tammy Bradford, Susan Fisher, and
Lennie Cisco of the JCHA; to
Beth Presley; and to the Scottsboro
High School Junior Civitan Club,
the NACC presidential hosts, and
the NACC library personnel.

Thank you to the City of
Scottsboro for allowing us to close
Cedar Hill for the stroll and
providing garbage service and
police support.

Thank you to the Scottsboro

Police Department for keeping an
officer with us the entire time, making
the hazardous traffic along Cedar Hill Drive safe for our considerable pedestrian traffic.

EA :
My AT F Lk Y
Jason Johnson

Thank you, Britt Meeks, our very competent videographer, who did a great job taping our actors and
produced the archival images of the stroll, found on our www;jchaweb.org website.

Thank you, Beth Presley, for cleaning the headstones of the people on the stroll this year, as she did last
year.

Thank you to Benny Bell and his crew at Cedar Hill who had
manicured the grounds of the cemetery and provided a
pleasant setting for the stroll.

Thank you to The Daily Sentinel, The Clarion, the Scottsboro
Electric Power Board, and WWIC radio for publicity.

Thank you to Unclaimed Baggage for allowing our visitors to
use your parking facilities.

Thank you to Highlands EMS for being on hand in case of an
emergency.

Thank you to the wonderful folks at the Scottsboro and
Jackson County Rescue Squad. They opened the armory and
provided a place for our actors to meet before and after the
stroll. They fed us hot dogs and kept our visitors safe parking
cars. They even returned Sunday evening in the darkness to
help an actor search for a lost ring. Way above and beyond.

It was a wonderful event. It does indeed take a village to put
on such an event, and we need to remember all these

wonderful folks who provided such a pleasant afternoon of
history at Cedar Hill.

Kelly Goodowens
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Jackson County and the Goat-Gland Doctor

In the early 1930, a young Bill Bradford was awakened by his
mother at their home in Hollywood to listen with the family to a
radio program from XERA, a one-million-watt station broadcasting
from Mexico across the border from Del Rio, Texas. On his nightly
shows, Dr. J.R. Brinkley, the owner of XERA, would broadcast the
progress of his patients who were undergoing “rejuvenation therapy”
at his clinic in Del Rio. Brinkley’s therapy would evolve over the
years, but in its early days, it consisted of implanting goat testicles or
ovaries in human patients whose libido and fertility were waning.

The patient that drew Bill’s family around the radio was his
grandfather, who was in his late sixties and had been a widower for a
decade. He had married a younger woman in Florida.

When Dr. Brinkley’s therapies first came under scrutiny at his
original clinic in Milford, Kansas, he was transplanting the testicles
and ovaries of goats into the scrotums or abdomens of his human
recipients, claiming that he either grafted them onto or embedded
them in parallel with the existing organ. Eventually, however, he
revealed that he’d simply placed the organs in the bodies of the
recipients without supplying any means of nourishing the
transplanted tissue. The implanted organs simply rotted away in
those patients fortunate enough to make recoveries without
peritonitis or sepsis.

Dr. Brinkley’s patients were expected to arrive in Milford with $750
in cash (no credit or discounts were allowed) and a donor goat they
believed exhibited sexual behaviors they deemed appropriate to achieving their own goals.

Later, seeking to be a full-service provider, Dr. Brinkley would raise goats in a nearby feed lot, allowing his
patients to peruse the herd and pick their donor.

Dr. J.R. Brinkley

Dr. Brinkley’s first patient was a man who came to him extolling the libido of a goat that he had seen
outside the office, saying that he wished for some of the same vigor. The man insisted on the operation,
Brinkley said, and Brinkley relented in performing the surgery despite initial misgivings. Shortly after the
allegedly reticent Brinkley inserted a goat testicle, the man’s wife came to the clinic, insisting on having
goat ovaries implanted. Some few months later, the woman gave birth to a child named, perhaps ironically
and certainly appropriately, “Billy.” The press gave the event wide coverage, and Dr. Brinkley’s resulting
business was so brisk that patients pitched tents in Milford, Kansas, awaiting the procedure.

The medical establishment took notice and began scrutinizing Brinkley. In an effort to redeem himself in
professional circles, Dr. Brinkley foolishly allowed 20 members of the Kansas State Medical Board to
observe his procedure in 1930. What he had foreseen as a 10 minute procedure took almost 45 minutes in
the presence of his critics. Dr. Brinkley was clearly ill at ease when faced with unexpected complications.
At the conclusion of the awkward demonstration, the board convened at a nearby hotel and voted
unanimously to revoke Brinkley’s license to practice medicine in the state, citing “gross immorality and
unprofessional conduct.” (1)

Brinkley was undeterred by the actions of the Kansas State Medical Board and the subsequent
condemnation by its parent organization, the American Medical Association. Brinkley biographer
Clement Wood noted “Dimly, {Brinkley} had begun to realize that he was gifted beyond the run of
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doctors” and that he should not be bound by the narrow-minded “jealous sheep ethics” of the medical
establishment. (2)

Although it might have been a tenuous argument, Brinkley could also have argued that the AMA had no
jurisdiction at all over his activities because he in fact had no medical degree. His only credentials were a
mail order medical diploma and an honorary degree from an Italian university (later rescinded).

Rather than desist in the wake of the medical board’s censure, Brinkley reasserted his claims more boldly,
making even more exorbitant claims about the efficacy of goat glands. In addition to an “astonishing
sexual vigor” that “cannot be more than hinted at,” Brinkley claimed his treatment could “cure insanity
caused by excessive sexuality, reduce wrinkles, enlarge breasts, and cure emphysema and flatulence.” He
modestly conceded that his surgery was successful in only 95% of cases, and he cautioned that it was less
effective with “stupid types.”

Brinkley offered his own scientific description of the benefits of goat glands in an application to do
business in California when the Kansas licensing issue arose: “ Laboratory analysis shows that a goat gland
contains 89 and 9/10s percent ionized matter in a colloidal state; ... it throws off emanations like radium;
...it contains three principal rays, alpha, beta and gamma; ... it is capable of producing hormonie {sicl,
which is thrown into the bloodstream.” (3)

Brinkley’s claims of the effectiveness of externally administered glandular excretions was given impetus
when in 1921 Canadian scientists isolated insulin, a hormone secreted by the pancreas.

Critiques of Brinkley’s practices became more widespread as the Kansas State Medical Board pressed its
case. A sixty-year-old patient who had been subjected to prostate surgery by Brinkley was found to have a
piece of a rubber boot heel sewed into the incision to staunch bleeding. His first patient, the farmer
who’d come to Brinkley envious of a goat’s sexual energy, later claimed that Brinkley had in fact paid him
hundreds of dollars to submit to the experiment. The 1930 medical board investigation that had resulted
in Brinkley losing his license to practice in Kansas documented 42 deaths of otherwise healthy patients in
the course of its examination.

Brinkley’s behavior was becoming more erratic as his practice and notoriety grew. He once destroyed a
neighbor’s car with an axe. He was the subject of a protection order by a Milford resident after Brinkley
threatened violence. “I made some remarks
concerning this fellow; I guess, and they put me under
a bond; I don’t know whether I was arrested or not,
but I had to give a bond {of $1,000} not to shoot
him.” (4) He is said to have chewed the ear off his
clinical assistant.

Incensed by what he considered harassment by
medical, legal, and political establishments, Brinkley
decided to enter politics. He ran for the governorship
of Kansas as a write-in candidate. In an effort to
thwart his chances, the man who'd overseen Brinkley’s
medical board tribunal suggested that the election
board adopt the policy that only ballots specifying
explicitly “J.R. Brinkley” could be counted as
legitimate ballots. Those write-ins in which the “intent

o

3 of the voter” was clear, but the entry was flawed even
\ by punctuation or misspelling were disallowed. Had all
& votes clearly intended for Brinkley been admitted, he
. s ~ would have won the governorship. He even carried
Dr. Brinkley at work three counties in nearby Oklahoma.
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Brinkley made waves as a surgeon and a politician, but perhaps nowhere was his influence greater than in
the development of modern media. He established a radio station in Milford, Kansas with the call letters
KFKB (“Kansas First, Kansas Best”). He was, many say, the first to bring advertising to the air waves, a
medium that had previously been seen as a tool for enlightenment and not to be sullied by commerce.
Among the first products to be touted was Listerine, a product promoted not only to cure bad breath, but
as a treatment for venereal disease and as a douche.

Brinkley’s station was also among the first to diversity its program offerings with a wide range of
entertainment: music, sermons (some delivered by Brinkley himself), language lessons, zodiac readings
and Brinkley’s own medical advice show, “Medical Question Box,” in which Brinkley fielded write-in
questions primarily by recommending his own “patent medicines,” often suggesting their ongoing
ingestion for a period of ten years.

In a 1930 poll, the magazine Radio Digest reported KFKB to be the most popular radio station in the US,
outpolling its nearest rival four-to-one. But the Federal Radio Commission (an FCC forerunner) began an
investigation of the station at the behest of the AMA. “The commission is not satisfied that this station is
operated for the public interest,” the commission declared. Later in 1930, the station’s license was
revoked. ()

Rebuffed in Kansas for both his medical
practice and his radio station, Brinkley
relocated to Texas, establishing his new
clinic in Del Rio and his new radio
station, XERA, across the border in
Mexico. Through agreements with the
Mexican government, which had been
slighted by the US and Canada in the
division of radio frequencies, the station
gradually increased its wattage to one
million watts. It could be received in
every state in the union and 15 foreign
countries. It’s said that Russian spies
relied on “the X” to learn English.

Freed from restraints imposed on him in XERA Radio in Del Rio, TX

the US, Brinkley hawked his services, patent medicines, and products with abandon.
Among his wares were autographed pictures of Jesus and a wind-up John the Baptist doll, which at some
point in winding down would lose its head.

Neighbors living close by said that the high wattage of the station made it audible on barbed wire fences
and tooth fillings. Green sparks showered off its transmission lines. Although the station was an
environmental hazard, it was a cultural boon, preceding Nashville’s WSM in its advocacy of “folk music,”
featuring the Carter family as regularly scheduled entertainment. In the years following Brinkley’s
ownership and direction, it would be central to the U.S.’s acceptance of “race music” under the tutelage of
Bob Smith of Brooklyn, more popularly known as “Wolfman Jack.”

Brinkley’s ultimate demise came when he foolishly sued the editor of the AMA’s journal, Morris Fishbein,
tor libel for publishing allegations of quackery. At the trial, the AMA’s clinical analysts presented the AMA
lab’s findings that one of Brinkley’s top-selling patent medicines, Formula 1020, consisted only of one part
indigo dye to 100,000 parts water.

But the most damning testimony was offered by Brinkley himself. After hours on the stand, Brinkley was

asked by a defense attorney “You don’t claim {as previously stated} you connected up the nerves or any
blood vessels?” The fatigued Brinkley responded “Oh Lord, no.” (6)
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Brinkley lost his libel case, and the AMA shortly won the authority to set medical licensing standards
across the US, due in no small part to its commanding conduct during the Brinkley proceedings.

Brinkley’s biographer Pope Brock sums up Brinkley’s legacy by saying “lAdd to deaths tallied by the
Kansas Medical Board early in his careerl, and the ten years’ worth of patients still to come, and the blind
ravages of [advice offered on } Medical Question Box, and
you have slaughter on a scale the worst midnight maniac ever
approaches.“ (7) It would be 1964 before a doctor would be
convicted of killing a patient through ineptness.

My great grandfather’s ability to pay $750 during the great
depression is remarkable, but he was among thousands
willing to do so. Brinkley earned over one million dollars a
year in the depths of the economic crisis.

There’s no indication that my great grandfather suffered ill

v effects from the procedure. Neither did he produce further
{ : offspring with his second wife. There’s no mention of
increased prowess on his behalf, although my father quipped

' .k
- ‘ i":if dav i s “ﬁ {i‘; ’ that he “[became aroused} when we passed a barnyard.”

David Benson Bradford

Notes: All references are from Charlatan: American’s Most Dangerous Huckster, the Man Who Pursued Him, and the
Age of Flimflam, by Pope Brock (Three Rivers Press, 2008). Page references: 1) p. 4, 2) p. 30,3) p. 59, 4) p. 51, §) p. 145,
6) p. 262, 7) p. 264. Photo of XER A radio station is from radiobistorian.org. Photo of Dr. Brinkley alone is from the
Kansas Historical Society, kshs.org. All other photos are from the previously cited Brock book.

Remastered 1941 Scottsboro Movie

Much of the discussion on the JCHA Facebook page this quarter has been
about the newly remastered copy of Bob Word’s movie, “A Hollywood Tour of
Scottsboro.” Several years ago, Cactus Gay converted the 16mm film of
Scottsboro that Robert Word had commissioned to show in his movie
theaters. Now that technology has improved, Bob Word has financed a new
conversion of this film shot by Lloyd Royal, the prominent Mississippi
videographer, This movie was remastered by Knoxville video expert Bradley
Reeves and staged by Sam Hall of Chattanooga (the grandson of Dr. Parks
Hall) whose interest in family and local history led him to create his https://
chattanoogahistory.com/ website. Sam made this all possible and has staged
the finished movie on his Vimeo site. The attempted conversion of the Lloyd Royal’s Bridgeport film
failed due to the degraded condition of the original 1t6mm film. You can view the new film here. Thank
you, Bob. Thank you Bradley. Thank you, Sam.

https://vimeo.com/sph/scottsboro-tour1

https://vimeo.com/sph/scottsboro-tour2
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A Brief History of Cotton in Jackson County

Every year for the past decade in Jackson County, fields that were used to grow soybeans or corn or winter
wheat have increasingly been dedicated to cotton. Those of us who can still recall crop dusting planes and
battles with the boll weevil remember that cotton had all but disappeared from fields in Jackson County
for many years. I, for one, am happy to see the crop return. This return can mostly be attributed to
modern farming methods, better cotton prices, better hybrid seeds, and broad-spectrum pest control.

Modern cotton farming is big business conducted on an industrial scale by a handful of farmers—the
Chandlers in Hollywood, the Loyds in Stevenson, and the Deans in Scottsboro.(1) There are fewer family
farms. As one elderly farmer from the Paint Rock Valley told me, “there were a hundred farmers when I
was a boy, ten when I was 30, and only one now.” Now and in the past, cotton acreage is allotted, and
cotton farming is subsidized. According to the EWG Farm Subsidy database, Jackson County Farmers
received $293,000 in cotton subsidies in the first nine months of 2019.(2) In 2016, cotton production in
Jackson County was not even tracked. In 2017, the 4600 acres planted yielded an average of 821 pounds
per acre, for a total of 7700 bales.(3)

Gone are the days when farmers with wagons full of loose cotton lined up at crowded local gins that ran
all night. Modern cotton growing is an industrial operation, with the close supervision and support of the
Alabama Extension Service. Foliage that interferes with the mechanical pickers is killed off with
defoliants so the only the precious white cotton bolls remain on the plant. Cotton harvesting is an
industrial operation where a small city of machinery arrives and a huge field is harvested in a day. The
harvested cotton is packaged into tight, colorcoded (by owner), plastic-covered rolls that are picked up
by ginners. Farmers growing cotton in Jackson County today must go as far as 100 miles to have their cotton
ginned. Many use the large gin at Centre to process their cotton, though Paint Rock Valley farmers use the gin at
Gurley. Cotton in Jackson County is usually rolled, though cotton in Georgia and North Carolina is commonly
processed into block-shaped cotton modules which can contain 12-15 traditional bales and weigh up to 22,000
pounds.(4)

Ginning season typically begins in mid September and used to be over by November, but can now extend into
March for large industrial gins. Modules are covered on top to protect them from the rain, but in a rainy fall, 10-20
percent of a module can rot waiting to be picked up or ginned. Farmers no longer get their seeds for next year's crop
from the ginner. New seeds are sophisticated hybrids, so seeds removed from cotton by the gin are processed into
oil, cattle food, and other products.

Cotton is picked around the middle of September. After cotton is picked, it is sent to a cotton
gin. These gins separate the fluffy white fiber from the seed and compress the fiber into bales
that historically weighed about 500 pounds. Modern cottons are by weight is one-third

"lint" (the fluffy white part) and two-thirds seed. Fiber is made into cotton cloth. Seeds are
processed to oil, meal, and hulls. The oil is used to make soap, make-up, and food products, such
as oil and margarine. The meal and husks are used as livestock feed. Cattle will typically eat
cotton seed covered with lint, but lint must be removed from the seed before it can be planted.
The high-level timeline below provides some context for the cotton discussion that follows.

High-Level Cotton Timeline(5)

1860 Before the Civil War, cotton was much less important to north Alabama and
Jackson County than to south Alabama. In the diagram at the left depicting cotton
production in 1860, each dot equaled 200 bales.

1884: Jackson County had a population of 25,114, slightly less than half of the current
population. Jackson County farmers tilled 123,924 acres of land. Of that acreage, 19,685
was in cotton, producing 6,235 bales.
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1900: Cotton production in the Tennessee Valley reached its apex. The amount of cotton grown
diminished steadily after this time. Other crops like corn and soybeans replaced cotton.

1970s and early 1980s: Little or no cotton was grown in Jackson County.

Late 1980s and 1990s: Corn and soybean prices were at historic lows, and farmers again turned to
cotton. By the end of the 1990s, cotton was being grown again. (6)

2010: Cotton production in Jackson County was 3400 acres, yielding 6740 bales. That year, there were
26,000 acres in soybeans and 23,000 acres in corn.

2012: Alabama was ranked 4th in the United States in cotton production. Limestone County produced
more cotton than any other county in Alabama.

2017 The 4600 acres of cotton planted in Jackson County yielded an average of 821 pounds per acre, for a
total of 7700 bales.

Turning cotton into money

Turning cotton seed into money involved a chain of men that began with the farmer and ended with the
bank. Cotton farmers were the first link, the hard-working men who coaxed the cotton plants from the often-
inhospitable ground. In 1921, the USDA issued a silent film that ran in Scottsboro showing farmers how to mix DDT
and molasses and apply it with a mop to cotton plants to kill the boll weevils.(6) Before the creation of Lake
Guntersville in 1939, much of the rich bottomland by the river was used to grow cotton, but planting bottomland
was a “deal with the devil”—farmers traded the rich alluvial land for the uncertainty of late spring floods. Charles
Rice Coffey’s 1930s journals tell a story of flooding and drought cycles so severe that in 1937, many farmers planted
their cotton crop three times. “It seems that no one can get a stand of cotton and planting seed are scarce....think
we will have to plant the entire place over if we can get the seed.”(7) Farmers, sometimes working their own land
and sometimes sharecropping, prepared and planted their fields, hoed, weeded, fertilized, and fretted—over too
much or not enough rain, boll weevils, cotton worms, dry springs, rainy falls, any number of natural calamities that
could wipe out their year's crop.
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When the bale is created, the farmer decides whether to sell it to the ginner or warehouser (often one and the same)
or maintain ownership of the cotton himself, paying the ginner a warehousing fee or taking the cotton to a safe
storage barn. Cotton prices were typically lower during ginning time, but if the farmer could afford to wait
and sell his cotton later, when supply was less abundant, he typically got more money:.

The warehouser held the cotton in a storage facility while a price was negotiated through a cotton broker.
When a fair price was agreed upon, the buyer picked up the bales of cotton at the gin (or from the
farmer) and took them to a cotton mill where they were spun into thread and woven into fabric. Cotton
mill operators typically located their mills, like the Avondale Mill in Stevenson, close to sources of cotton.

In the antebellum South, most cotton planters relied on cotton factors (also known as cotton brokers) to
sell their crops for them. This person was usually located at an urban center like Charleston, Mobile, New
Orleans, or Savannah. (8) In Jackson County, gin operators and warehousers were usually the cotton
brokers. Dr. David Campbell recalls that his Uncle Marvin, who owned the Benson and Campbell gin
with partners Silas T. “Dunk” Campbell and John Benson, “spent a lot of time on Cotton Row in
Huntsville. He would speculate on cotton futures there, sort of like playing the stock market. He would
often buy cotton there, store it, then sell when the price for cotton went up. My father, Bud, at one point
was a buyer for him. He was a federally certified cotton grader.” Cotton was graded by the physical
characteristics of the fibers produced—the length, strength, fineness, maturity, trash content, etc. U.S.
cotton has one of nine recognized grades, from low to high: middle fair, strict good middling, good
middling, strict middling, middling, strict low middling, low middling, strict good middling, strict good
ordinary, and good ordinary. A remnant of cotton grading that has invaded our daily talk is evident when
we describe something as “fair to middlin’.” (9)

Operating a Gin

When the Alabama Archives picked their twenty artifacts that encapsulate the history of Alabama, the
object for 1850 was the Daniel Pratt cotton gin. Pratt was Alabama’s first major industrialist and founder
of the city of Prattville. During the 1850s, the company he started, the Pratt Gin Company, manufactured
cotton gins for planters all over the world. The ginning of cotton, while not born in Alabama, came into
its prime in our state. (10)

Before the advent of modern cotton production, neighborhood gins processed between 2000 and 4000
bales of cotton in a season. Agricultural agent David Derrick, who grew up on Sand Mountain, said when
he was a boy, that there were five gins within driving distance of his family's farm. "Every crossroads had
its gin," he said. Loose cotton was hard to transport, and much of it was lost to the wind if driven too far.
By contrast, modern gins are huge, industrial operations that can process 50,000 bales of cotton in a
ginning season. Because of better intermediate packaging in the field, cotton can be carried further to be
ginned.

On ginning day, mules and wagons lined up and sat sometimes for hours waiting for a turn at the gin. In
Stevenson, local historians remember Jack Caperton walking along the line of wagons waiting to use his
gin with crackers, his pocket knife, and a roll of bologna, feeding hungry parents and children during the
long wait. With the sale of cotton, the farmer’s main source of income, “ginning day” was a special day
often bringing the entire family to town. It was at this time most farmers purchased their year’s supplies.

Jack Livingston, whose father was the cotton agent for North Alabama, recalls that in the early 1950s,
there were nine gins left in Jackson County: one in Hollywood, two in Stevenson, one in Bridgeport, one
in Pisgah, one in Rosalie, one in Section, and two in Scottsboro.The chart below;, compiled from Ralph
Mackey’s Historic Sites, Businesses, Professionals, and Tradesmen in Jackson County document (available at the
Heritage Center), identifies 71 men or groups operating gins between 1841 and the late 1960s. (11)
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Town

Gin Operators

Aspel

Smith Farm

Bass

Jacob Tally

Bellefonte

Stephen Carter; Martin (son
of Daniel)
William L. Shelton

Little Nashville

Cotton floated down river to
Paint Rock. Ginning probably
the one owned/operated in
turn by Allen lvy, Walker and
Thompson)

Maynard's Cove

Andrew Lowrey
Robert F. Proctor

Bridgeport

E.T. Boyd

Mink Creek

Ashmore Gin

Browntown

Mr. Winkles
Wyatt Mitchell

Paint Rock Valley

Butler and Rousseau

Crow Creek Valley
(from 1841)

Crow Creek

John Anderson
Daniel Talley
John B. Wilkerson

Pisgah

Loyd Meeks
B.O. Young

Dutton

Marvin Campbell
Marion and Jim Dutton
James and Jack McCord
McCord and Campbell
Rufus Nichols

Dry Cove

J. W. Shelton

Fackler

Bryant
‘William Turner Campbell
G.W. Matthews

Scottsboro

I E. Airheart (also grain)
Roscoe David Benson
Marvin & Turner Campbell
J .L Decker

Hale

Ladd Gladish

Robert Howland

D.M. and W.E. Snodgrass
John Snodgrass

N.H. Snodgrass

Claude Spivey

Lott Thomas

S. L. Vaught

Goosepond Island

Gin on the island (used as
union field hospital during
the civil war)

Scraper Hill

Small, portable gin

Hollywood

Charles Keith Bradford
Raymond Bradford
Stephen Carter
Gordon Foster

Hodges

Larkin and Tolliver
W.J. Matthews

P. P. Tolliver

Section

Section Gin and Grain Co.
Harry Campbell
Marvin Campbell

Stevenson

Allison, Rudder, Wimberly
and Co. (also cotton dealers)
Jack Caperton

L J. Hackworth and Co.

W. J. Hackworth

C. L. Rudder

Stevenson Gin Co.

Langston

Marvin Campbell (Steam
powered gin)

J. J. Campbell

Tupelo

James Austin

Larkinsville

Larkinsville Gin Company

Limrock

Willie Flippo
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Woodville

Thomas M. Cobb

Dr. Francis L. Dillard
George R. Hodges and Frank
Bishop

Earl Kennamer

W. J. Kennamer

P. H. and J. B. Woodall

W .H. Woodall
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Ginning was a noisy and dangerous business. The gins that
most of us grew up with removed the seeds from cotton using
basically the same principles invented by Eli Whitney in 1793.
Discs that look like blades of a circular saw spun and grabbed
cotton fiber still tangled with seeds. Each disc passed between
metal ribs that were close enough together that seeds didn't
pass through, but the fibers did. After cleaning leaves, stems,
and seeds from freshly picked cotton, the gin pressed the fiber
into 500-pound bales, a size ginners with a hand truck could
manage.

In 2003, Huntsville Times writer Bruce McLellan profiled David
Dollar, who operated the Moore and Newby Gin in rural
Limestone County. (13) Dollar considered himself lucky to have
all ten fingers. Earplugs protected his hearing because
"machines bang, hiss and hum as they clean and bale cotton."
The Moore and Newby Gin was essentially a family operation that "used technology 40 or

50 years old and could produce 14 bales an hour. More modern gins, Dollar noted, can produce a bale a
minute.

(‘i Zj'éo;t;:éinrschemati;:

Much of Dollar's job involved intuition and experience. He watched and listened for signs that a belt was
loose or a bearing worn, ready to shut down the gin stand before a small problem could create a bigger
one. Periodically, he felt the texture and moisture content of the cotton. He could adjust the heat used to
dry the fiber or slow the machinery if the cotton felt matted and likely to create clogs. He could also
change the settings that determined how thoroughly the fiber was cleaned off the seed without getting
damaged.

The Snodgrass/Benson-Campbell Gin

Writer Naomi Seymour and photographer Browny Stephens documented the Benson and Campbell Gin
for the Jackson County Advertiser just before it was torn down in 1976 (14). In the story, Naomi noted that
the removal of the Benson-Campbell gin was the second gin to be destroyed in the city and that only one
gin, the Gladish Gin (which is still standing at the corner of Houston and Maple streets) remained.

The gin that ended its life as Benson-Campbell was built by James David Snodgrass in 1887. The Scottsboro
Citizen wrote on September 15, 1887: “Dave Snodgrass has just completed a new cotton gin in town. He is
an expert in turning out a good staple of cotton and Dave will do a lively business.” This business was
bought by Benson and Campbell in the late 1920s.

Harry Campbell, who at that time owned the Section Gin and Grain Company, talked with the Advertiser
about the history of the gin. He estimated that in 1979, five or six gins were still in operation in the
county. “The ginning of cotton some 40 years ago differs greatly from today (1979).” According to
Campbell, a typical scene at the old Benson-Campbell gin would include numbers of wagons drawn in
circles around the gin awaiting their turn through the ginners.

Once the wagon was moved into the “gin stall” the ginning process was started. A huge pipe was lowered
into the wagon that sucked the loose cotton up into a drier where the cotton was shredded and cleaned
from leaves, burrs, and other trash. The cotton was then sent to the machines called combs, where gangs
or gin strands separated the lint from the seed. The lint was then sent to the bale press that packed it into
huge bales that were bigger and tied, ready for the farmer to sell or take home.
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During the heaviest part of the ginning season, most gins operated day and night. With a good day,
Campbell said, an average gin would produce 100 bales of cotton.

David Bradford’s Memories of his Grandfather’s Gin in the 1950s

David Bradford's grandfather and great grandfather, Raymond and C.K Bradford, owned and operated
the New Gin in Hollywood, and his grandparents, Raymond and Kate, lived just down the road from the
gin. David remembers the fall ginning seasons in the 1950s in this essay:

Ginning season was a time of considerable excitement for a community. Families whose routines were
governed by the sun and the season found themselves away from home for overnight vigils, waiting in line
for their time in the unloading bay of the gin.

Bradford, with AU. Garin, and Pearl Jones, New Gin in Hollywood in 1948

© The Jackson County Historical Association

Cotton wagons pulled by mules, tractors and pickup trucks
lined the shoulders of rural roads. Frequently, farmers hung
kerosene lanterns on the sides of their wagons, and gin
owners gave farmers large reflectors for their wagons,
imprinted with the gin’s name. It was an exciting sight for a
child to walk out on a road rarely used after dark and see a
line of forty or fifty lanterns stretching down the street.

Men, and sometimes their families, milled about through the
night. They were expected to keep the line closed tightly. As
a result, they had to move their rigs forward a wagon length
or two every 10 to 15 minutes. Men who rarely drank whiskey
at any other time of the year, except for the occasional
funeral visitation, would take advantage of the time away
from the constraints of home, and the bootleggers did a
booming business. The country stores stayed open late,
although I don't recall their staying open all night.
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The ginning season would run for weeks, starting in September and ending in October. Typically, it was
still warm enough for homes to leave their windows open during that time, and cotton lint flying from the
gin would clog window screens and cover the floors and furniture. The noise was constant. There was the
hum of the vacuum, the roar of the separator, and the rhythmic clank of the compactor/bailer. When the
roar stopped, typically as the result of a failed drive belt, there was panic as the mechanics worked to fix
the problem as quickly as possible.

The process was fascinating to us children. It began with a gin hand vacuuming the cotton from the
wagons. The employee would wield a tube around eight inches in diameter over the surface of the load,
guiding the intake with the help of two rods running parallel on either side of the tube. As children, we
weren't allowed near the massive drive trains that ran the gin, but we could stand next to the output of
the seed/lint separator, where the combed cotton passed beneath a glass panel under the scrutiny of a gin
employee who was there to insure quality control.

Passing though overhead ducts, the cotton would be dumped into a large hopper in fairly large increments
and be compressed by a hydraulic press into bales. When the level of the hopper reached a certain
height, the side of the hopper would be opened and steel bands would be wrapped around the bale and its
covering of burlap. The banding process was treacherous. The bands would be fastened while the cotton
was still compressed. As the mechanical press was raised, the band would bear the load of the expanding
cotton. The bands would sometimes snap as they stretched with the expanding cotton, resulting in
serious injuries to workers or bystanders.

The final chore was trucking, where men of enormous strength (or so it seemed to us at the time), used
hand trucks to move the bales from the hopper to the warehouse. The feats of the truckers are legendary,
and bets were frequently placed on what a trucker was capable of lifting.

Annette Norris Bradford

Notes:

Thanks to Larry Derrick, USDA office in Cherokee County, for his knowledge of cotton production in Alabama. Thanks to

Paul Machen of Hollywood for donating the ledger from The New Gin to the JCHA.Thanks to Jack Livingston for his

explanation of cotton tagging and stories his father told. Thanks to Dr. David Campbell for his information about

brokering cotton.

(1) EWG's Farm Subsidy Database, https://farm.ewg.org/top recips.php?fips=01071&progcode=cotton

(2) EWG's Farm Subsidy Database.

(3) USDA Alabama County Estimates—Cotton 2016-2017,https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by State/Alabama/
Publications/County Estimates/2017/ALCotton2017.pdf

(4) A Brief History of Cotton Modules, https://www.cottoninc.com/cotton-production/ag-resources/harvest-systems
seed-cotton-handling-storage/a-brief-history-of-cotton-modules/

(5) Smith, Eugene Allen. 1880 Report on the Cotton Production in the State of Alabama, 1884. Available through
GoogleBooks.

(6) Progressive Age, July 14, 1921.

(7) Diaries of Charles Rice Coffey 1934-1938, owned by Annette Bradford.

(8) https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton factor

(9) Grades of U.S. Cotton, https://www.cottoninc.com/cotton-production/quality/us-cotton-fiber-chart,
cotton/

(10)Pratt Cotton Gin Mill, http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g30787-d6463565-r198638347-
Pratt_Cotton_Gin_Mill-Prattville_Alabama.html

(11)Mackey, Ralph Historic Sites, Businesses, Professionals, and Tradesmen in Jackson County,

(12)Southworth, Gertrude Van Duyn, A First Book in American History (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1909) p.
229.

(13)McLellan, Bruce, "Cotton ginner's work: noise, long hours, risk," The Huntsville Times, February 8, 2004, available at
http://www.al.com/specialreport/huntsvilletimes/index.ssf?outlook/out77.html

(14)Seymour, Naomi, “A symbol of cotton era comes down,” Jackson County Advertiser, June 24, 1976.
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NACC Digital Collection Helps Reunite Two Vietnam Vets

Reprinted from The Clarion and The Jackson County Sentinel, September 12, 2019

A long-time search of information, including the digital collections of Northeast Alabama Community
College, was instrumental in two Vietnam veterans reuniting. This is their story.

When Curtis Davis received a letter from Long Island, New York, he was puzzled. He didn’t know anyone
trom New York and didn’t recognize the name of the man who signed the letter, Jim Carlina. That was
because when Curtis and Jim first crossed paths in 1968 in a landing zone in Vietnam near the Cambodian
border known as “LZDot,” Jim had been just one of the many men that Curtis, as a Pathfinder, had
assisted. Curtis’s job was to be the eyes and ears on the ground for the helicopter pilots so the pilots could
focus on maneuvering.

As the pilot of the CH-47 Chinook he was riding in calmly announced they may crash, Jim wondered if he
would ever see his family again. Jim credits Curtis, along with the chopper’s crew, for getting the
helicopter to the ground without serious injury of any soldiers. Curtis had been at LZ Dot for a while
then and was familiar with the area.

Jim would later be injured at LZ Dot by an RPG blast and spend weeks in various hospitals; however, in
this phase of the Vietnam War, even an injury as serious as Jim’s was unlikely to get a soldier sent home.
Duty called. Jim was quickly sent back to LZ Dot, where he watched his wired-shut wound drain for the
thirteen months he remained there.

The moment that sticks with Jim the most, even today, is not the RPG blast, but the helicopter crash. In
fact, he didn’t even notice the RPG wound until another soldier mentioned it. By the time the RPG
incident occurred, Jim was a soldier hardened by his experiences at LZ Dot, including the helicopter
crash.

After the war, Jim returned to New York and settled on Long Island. Curtis returned to Scottsboro and
took courses at what is now Northeast Alabama Community College. Curtis worked for years as city
planner for his home town of Scottsboro and eventually retired from that job. He still works part time in
assisting the town of Hollywood in planning.

Jim’s letter to Curtis was the culmination of years of his own curiosity about that chopper crash in
Vietnam. By the mid-1990s, with the popularity of the internet, Jim began to wonder if he might be able
to contact other veterans who were at LZ Dot the day of the crash. Maybe he would find someone who
was on the helicopter or witnessed the crash from the ground. Years removed and miles away, maybe
someone could fill in some information he had forgotten, misinterpreted in the stress of the moment or
had never known. Over the years, he did locate some of the men on the helicopter with him and
exchanged correspondence. He even got a personalized Wounded Veteran license plate that read “LZ
Dot” in the hopes of sparking a conversation with someone who knew about the crash. One day, many
years after he began searching, Jim went online and searched for LZ Dot and some other words (Jim
forgets the exact search he performed now) and arrived at a Google Books page for They Wouldn't Let Us
Win: Jackson County, Alabama Veterans Relive the Vietnam War, written by Dr. Ronald Dykes and published by
the Jackson County Historical Association in 2012. Dr. Dykes’ book is a compilation of the memoirs of
fifteen Vietnam War veterans from Jackson County, Alabama. Jim’s search took him to the chapter in
which Curtis Davis detailed his Vietnam War story, and there Jim found the story of the helicopter crash
from the man on the ground that helped guide the damaged helicopter safely down.

In addition to the eBook, Jim has since found Dr. Dykes’ interviews of Curtis and other Vietnam veterans
in the digital collections of Northeast Alabama Community College Learning Resources Center. In 2015,
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Dr. Dykes approached head librarian and division director Dr. Julia Everett and archivist Blake Wilhelm
to gauge their interest in housing the cassettes on which he recorded the interviews for They Wouldn’t
Let Us Win and three other books. They were happy to accept the donation and applied for a State and
Historical Records Advisory Board (SHRAB) grant to digitize the interviews and make them available on
Alabama Mosaic, the repository that houses NACC’s digital collections. The grant was funded, and the
interviews, along with other digital collections from NACC, are available at www.alabamamosaic.org.

When Jim’s letter arrived, Curtis read it and was astonished at the unlikely connection that technology
produced. In the letter, Jim thanked him for helping him all those decades ago and included his phone
number. The thing that Jim sought most from Curtis, other than the opportunity to express his gratitude
for saving his life, was more or less an affirmation of this pivotal event in his life. So much of who Jim is
today began with the events surrounding that helicopter crash in the jungles of Vietnam all those years
ago. A person builds layers of themselves through life experiences, and Jim couldn’t help but wonder if
maybe his memory was altered by the distress he felt in the moment the crash happened. Curtis’s
recounting of the event, as someone deeply involved but apart from the immediate stresses of being
inside a crashing helicopter, validated Jim’s memory. It was as if Jim now knew the things he had tethered
himself to were sturdy:

Curtis was ecstatic about connecting with Jim as well. In the hopes of sharing his story, he put the letter
in the pocket of his jacket and kept it on his person whenever he went out to dinner or to the store on the
off chance that he might run into Dr. Dykes or another Vietnam War veteran. Eventually Curtis did run
into Dr. Dykes, who was happy to have played his part in bringing Jim and Curtis together. In April 2019,
Dr. Dykes mentioned the story to Blake Wilhelm, Northeast Alabama Community College Archivist.
While Curtis had misplaced Jim’s phone number, the Scottsboro Electric Power Board was able to assist
Curtis and Blake in locating Jim’s number so the two could reconnect, and their story could be told.

Wilhelm stated, “Beyond the incredible story of two veterans reuniting, Jim and Curtis’ story also speaks
to the power and importance of digital history as well as the importance of funding the arts and
humanities.”

For more information about the Northeast Alabama Community College Archives and Special
Collections, go to https://www.nacc.edu/library/archives
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Curtis Davis reading the Sentinel, July 1968 Jim Carlina, Center with Sunglasses
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County’s Oldest Surviving Structures

Retired senior architectural historian Robert Gamble worked with the
Alabama Historical Commission from 1983 to 2014. He returned to “active
duty” for this special bicentennial edition of Alabama Heritage
. R ) to document the state’s oldest surviving structures. Dr.
S LI R \ | V() R S Gamble had been given a list of the county’s oldest structures
e by Wendell Page in the 1970s when he last worked on Jackson
S v County. He contacted the JCHA to check up on the status of
the structures that had been previously identified and to
collect information for the Alabama Heritage article.
Photographer Robin McDonald spent a day in Jackson
County photographing these structures, and the results were
published in the November 2019 issue.

Ty

When you pass by structures every day that historians
recognize and treasure, it is often a surprise that
they are valued so highly by others. For this special
issue, Dr. Gamble set as his criteria structures built
before 1830. His introduction to these structures
follows, reproduced with permission of Alabama
Heritage magazine and photographer Robin McDonald.

If we can believe local lore, Alabama abounds in structures build “around 1820,” a year after
statehood and at the peak of the first great wave of settlement. But a different picture begins to
emerge as we untangle hearsay and wishful thinking from scant written records or start to examine
closely the physical clues that buildings themselves may yield, As in the old childhood game “gossip,"
facts become innocently twisted in their retelling over the generations. A land-purchase date may be
wrongly assumed to also be a construction date.

Or, human vanity being what it is, a church congregation’s founding date may be conflated with the
construction date of a venerable house of worship. Even supposedly “hard" evidence for early
construction. such as hand-forged square nails or hand-hewn timbers, can deceive as pre-
technological building practices lingered long past pioneer days in rural Alabama. Away from larger
towns architectural taste also changed slowly, so a Federal style fanlight or country carpenter’s
version of a Federal mantelpiece may pop up as-late as 1850. Ultimately, dendrochronology—a
scientific method for determining the age of a structure through wood analysis-may be the sole
means of getting at a reasonably reliable construction date. And as of yet, old-building sleuths in
Alabama have rarely turned to this expensive and esoteric technique,

Given all these factors, plus the absence in key parts of the state of a thorough architectural survey
undertaken by qualified and experienced architectural historians, we cannot know for sure how many
structures actually survive today from Alabama’s earliest statehood years or the long years before.
Of the preexisting Native American culture, scarcely an above-ground trace remains unless we count
the few surviving domiciliary mounds —earthen platforms for long-vanished dwellings and ceremonial
structures—that have intrigued archaeologists for generations.
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Beginning in the early 1830s, construction accelerated throughout the state as the last remaining
Indian lands were officially opened for settlement while frontier conditions everywhere gave way to a
gradually stabilizing society demanding more ambitious architecture.

The following county-by-county roster identifies structures which available evidence suggests may
date from the first decade or so of statehood, or even earlier Where a question exists, the building
usually receives the benefit of the doubt. Inevitably, some worthy survivors have been overlooked,
And as ever in the shifting landscape of historical detective work, new information will eventually
debunk some claims while confirming others, (That said, it is always a pleasant surprise when a
building proves older than previously thought, since the opposite is more often the case.)

While instructive in their own right as testaments to Alabama history, reconstructions such as
Mobile's Fort Conde, Huntsville's Alabama Constitution Village, the French colonial Fort Toulouse
near Wetumpka, and Fort Mitchell near Phenix City are not included. Rather, this tally focuses only
on what is thought to be original construction.

With the surprising exception of Mobile and the far southwestern part of the state, most of Alabama's
oldest buildings survive today just where we might expect: in the areas most densely settled and
most affluent at the time of statehood and the decade that followed. Namely, these were the
Tennessee Valley—especially Huntsville and surrounding Madison County (Alabama's most
populous county in 1820) and the fertile cotton country westward through Athens, Decatur, and
Courtland to Florence and Tuscumbia at the foot of the Muscle Shoals; the Montgomery area (though
the city itself has lost its earliest buildings) and the rapidly developing plantation region along the
Alabama River toward Lowndesboro, Selma, Camden, and Claiborne; and finally, the alluvial Black
Warrior-Tombigbee basin region below the nascent trading center of Tuscaloosa, anointed the state
capital in 1826. Northeastward from Tuscaloosa, in the long upland valleys between Appalachian
ridges, a handful of remaining dwellings represent the yeoman culture that had taken root by the
1820s.

At the opposite end of the state, the log Pelham house moved to Abbeville and restored by the
YellaWood Corporation recalls the sparse 1820s settlement along the lower Chattahoochee. But of
the important late eighteenth-century enclaves of settlement on the Tombigbee and Tensaw Rivers
above Mobile, including the territorial seat o fSt. Stephens, no standing structures remain. More
startling yet, time has evidently erased all architectural vestiges of the Mobile Bay area’s venerable
colonial past, while in Mobile itself, virtually every structure attesting to the flourishing seaport of the
1820s has now disappeared.

Following the county-by-county roundup of “Survivors" is an “Album of Losses," It identifies some of
the early buildings destroyed in the five decades since Alabama celebrated its sesquicentennial in
1969.

The survivors identified here represent an irreplaceable aspect ofAlabama’s material culture—in
some instances appreciated and respectfully maintained but in too many others, facing an uncertain
future as victims of ignorance, owner indifference, and complacency. To be sure, attrition of historic
structures is inevitable. But it can equally be said that more progressive and educated communities
everywhere typically work to integrate them into their everyday surroundings as meaningful signposts
of their history and culture.

Rightly understood, structures that have made it from the beginning of Alabama's statehood to the
twenty-first century sharpen our perception of the past. Alabama’s oldest buildings offer us a fragile,
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un-retouched snapshot of the state's birthing years: a unique period when an ancient native culture
yielded to another relentlessly transplanting itself —architecturally, as in every other way—from the
Atlantic states to the Gulf South. Perhaps this tally of survivors will encourage a more focused and
vigorous effort to pass them on to generations yet to come.

From Alabama Heritage, No. 134 (Fall 2019), pp.94-96, 103-104. Used by Permission. Alabama Heritage is the
quarterly publication of the Alabama Historical Association, published by the University of Alabama, the
University of Alabama at Birmingham, and the Department of Archives and History:.

Dr. Gamble goes on to catalog the surviving 134 pre-1830 structures, and to mourn the loss of 30 others.
Five of the survivor structures are located in Jackson County, and at least one of them is critical. The
structures below are deemed safe and protected. Two of them are in protected museum location. Two of
them are in the still “in the family,” owned by people with a family connection to the property. The final

property is in danger of being lost and should be moved to a safe location.

The 1820 Garland Cabin was moved from
Riley’s Cove behind Tater Knob to the Buddy and
Joan Harbin property and used by Joan as a studio.
When Sage Town was organized at the Heritage
Center and cabins were moved from around the
county, she donated her cabin to the Heritage
Center.

The Riley family moved to Tennessee from South
Carolina about 1812 and then on to Alabama by
1820. The cabin was probably built by Joseph
Garland who married Margaret Riley. Their
daughter Charlotte (who married Jason H. Dicus)
was born in Jackson County, Alabama, in 1821.
Their son William Garland was born in Jackson
County, Alabama, in 1822.

The cabin is cedar and has square-cut, hand-hewn
logs. The cove where it came from had many log
buildings, houses, and smoke houses. The area also
had many large rocks and fresh water, making it a
good building site and place to live. There was no
road to this house, so it remained in good
condition away from easy vandalism.

JACKSON COUNTY
GARLAND CABIN (1820¢)

Scottsboro Jackson Herliage
Canter, Scottsbore
Moved from Rdey's Cowve siy miles
noth, Tradition seys tus one-roon
hewr-log cabin vas built by [oscph
Garland whe marsied into the
epcnymoins Riley famihy The
Rilzvs came to Iackaar Couniy
from apoouniry Carcling,
viz Tendesses before 1320

OPENTO PUBL C

JACKSON COUNTY
BENNETT'S COVE CABIN
(¢.1320~-1830)

Community Park, Stavanzon
Moved from Bennetts Cove ten mike:
west, In 1§74 Soed examole of early
staichood period single-pen log cabin,
though recorstructed stere chimrey
overrefined.

OPEN BY APFOINTMENT

The 1820 Bennett’s Cove Cabin has a similar history. One of the activities of the 1975 bicentennial
celebration in Stevenson was “moving a cabin of 1820 vintage to Stevenson Community Park.” According
to Eliza Woodall, the restored cabin in Stevenson Community Park that is used by the Stevenson Boy
Scouts was moved to this location in 1975 from Bennett’s Cove.

The cabin was donated by Walker Jordan and moved from its original site on his farm in Bennett’s Cove
in Bass. Jimmy Summers, Kelcy Norman, and Bogart Arnold moved and restored the building. Bogart
reported that all the original materials in the cabin were sound except for the rafters, which were
replaced. The walls are red cedar logs. There are three doors, each with a different old latch: a string or
thong-operated latch, a metal latch, and a wooden drop latch. The chimney was rebuilt, using the original
hand-chiseled limestone blocks. New oak shingles were used to roof the cabin. This was all financed
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through the generosity of Kathryn Armstrong
who bore the costs of the cabin’s move and
restoration. It is now located in Stevenson
Community Park.

The 1825-30 Proctor Log Dogtrot cabin is 7 — - b e ! A - ‘r']‘“—nfi _‘ ,
known as the old Proctor homeplace. It was EoTea. AN B SRS ” '
occupied by Tommy and Linda Proctor as = 3 L . -
recently as 1972. The cabin is located in a field e T, . o mg . -
beside Linda Proctor’s house on County Road » _ _
28 in Maynard’s Cove in Scottsboro. JACKSON COUNTY )
PROCTOR LOG DOGTROT DORAN HOUSE (¢.1830)
The cabin was built by Jeremiah Alexander [.1825-1830) it O
Proctor. Information about this cabin comes NG Tars-sirrs lag houios which stoad heve
from The History of Jackson Co.unty. Jeremiah BRI oy Sl Pt until replazed in 1993 was bekeved
Proctor (1777_1839) was born in Albemarle (1777=1899%; whe e om 7o predata ststahoad. Still garviving

County, Virginia. He married Jane Davis in 1806
in Garrard County, Kentucky. Jane was the
daughter of William Davis, a veteran of the

Albernarle County, Virgnia, by Exeher 20, evanied ¢ 1830 from narlve

limestone. recalls simlar stracture

way of Kentucky and Tennessee » i
sult o first owner, Mai, James Dorar,

Sl cwnad iy descenclants

Revolutionary War, serving under General (176318408, near Murressbore,

Lafayette. He enlisted in 1776 and served several Tenmess22. Doman married dawghter
tours of duty. When he applied for a pension, he was living in Maynard’s Cove in of Cheroxee cheftain John Woods
Jackson County. He lived to the ripe old age of 95. He has a tombstone in the AR

Proctor Cemetery and also a marker at Cedar Hill put there by the D.A.R.

Jeremiah had migrated from Virginia to Kentucky and on to Lincoln County, Tennessee. he served six
months during the War of 1812, from September 15, 1814 to March 15, 1815. In 1818 the Jeremiah Proctor
family, along with the William Holland and Thomas Gold families left Lincoln County Tennessee.
Descending the Cumberland Plateau, they squatted on territorial lands that were later purchased at
Bellefonte or Huntsville in the 1830s. They settled in the head of Maynard’s Cove and built the homes,
using logs from the forest and limestone from the mountain for chimneys. Some of their land is still
owned by descendants of these families.

The cabin has remained in the Proctor family. Linda’s husband Tommy Proctor, is the son of Emet Hugh
Proctor (1914-1998) and Mary Pear]l Dean. Emet is the son of Wiley Newton Proctor (1872-1956) and Mary
E. Crawford (1884-1962) Wiley is the son of Zebulon Montgomery Proctor (1872-1956) and Mary Jane
Bynum (1844-1881). Zebulon is the son of Micah Alexander Proctor (1808-1881) and Margaret Minerva
Davis (1816-1880). Micah Alexander is one of the eight children of Jeremiah Proctor (1777-1839) and Jane
Virginia “Jennie” Davis (1786-1865).

Much has been written about the Doran House, and much of the information in common circulation is
incorrect. Doran’s Cove is north of Stevenson, State Highway 98 about half a mile past Russell Cave. This
house is widely considered to be the oldest house in Jackson County and is located in this cove. It was
built in the early 1808 by Major James Doran.

The original rock house had no windows, and the door was fastened to the wall with wooden pegs and
homemade hinges. Major Doran lived among the Indians for many years. (JCC, April 1976) This house is
still standing and is in good repair. The front portion of the Doran House is clapboard, the result of an
early 1903 renovation. The clapboard addition replaced the original log structure. These logs were
recycled by adding to or building a barn which is still standing. Mr. F. A. “Buddy” Newton has studied the
house closely as he repaired , maintained, and spent time in the old house. It is his firm opinion that the
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original log section was built first and that the stone section was added later by a skilled stone mason.
James Doran also built a cellar, which is not unusual; however, the cellar entrance is unique for this area.

The mother of Alabama Historical Association member Carla Finney lives in this house. Carla reported in
April 2018 that a recent storm had caused a tree to fall on the spring house (a structure on the site even
older than the 1820 house itself) but had not destroyed the spring house, but had fallen is such a way that
removal was difficult and still being negotiated.

The Log Dogtrot at Sauta Cave is possibly the even older than the
Doran House. The two-story dogtrot cabin is near Blowing Cave. It is the
only one of the five structures in Jackson County that Dr. Gamble clarified
as “endangered."

This cabin was part of the 1976 listing by Wendell Page. Around 1978, Harry
Hoover, a developer from Birmingham, bought the property and was
dynamiting in the lower of these two caves to create a trout farm in the
cave, disturbing the endangered brown bats that lived in this cave system
and destroying formations that had taken thousands of years to accumulate.
Due to the efforts of Ann Chambless, Clyde Broadway, and David Bradford, JACKSON CCUNTY
the caves were declared a critical habitat for the endangered bat, and the LOG POGTROT {¢.1830)
blasting was stopped. The property was purchased by TVA, the current
owner. The road to the property is closed except to property owners who
must access their land by passing through the park-service property:.

Omtstanding early storv.ard-a-halt

Today, the land is designated as the Sauta Cave National Wildlife Refuge, a hewrdog dngiret with stone »1d
264-acre National Wildlife Refuge located near the Sauty Creek embayment chimneys in area of ear'y 18205
on Guntersville Lake. More than §,000 hikers per year visit the refuge, but setthennent neet confluence of Sauta

the cabin is off the main trail. Until 2001, it was occupied by a Jackson Creckand Tennesace River.

County Forrester Steve Williams. Since it has become empty, the property
has deteriorated quickly. The front porch has collapsed. A later addition on
the back also needs to be removed. But the two stone chimneys and dogtrot
structure remain intact. The chestnut logs that make up this cabin are so
big that my two hands fully expanded cannot span the width of a single log.

Situsted on federal binds, house
naw zhardored and ranous

END/ANGERED

There are many rich tales about this cabin’s past—as the home of the early county tax collector and thus a
site frequented by men with metal detectors. but also as a place one could find moonshine, prostitutes,
and and cockfighting. Union soldiers quartered there after they took over the nitre-mining operation in
Salt Peter Cave. The administrators of this property at the Wheeler Wildlife.

And...the good news is, the people at Wheeler are willing to give this cabin to the JCHA is we can find a
place to move it and the funds for the move. The Heritage Center did not want another building added to
Sage Town, but Caldwell Park is a possibility. We are just starting the process and need someone to
evaluate the soundness of the cabin so we know if moving it is feasible. Does anyone in the JCHA have
experience moving cabins and have any interest in preserving this incredible structure? The effort to save
this endangered structure is just picking up steam and we need your help and advise.

Annette Norris Bradford
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Active Members of the JCHA

The first quarter of every year, we publish a list of our members. An asterisk (*) following a name indicates
membership has expired: Please renew for 2020. Send dues ($20 per year or $15 for members over 65) to
PO Box 1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768. Thank you for your continuing support.

Clarence J. Abadie Jr.,
Scottsboro

Carol Abernathy, Athens
Barbara Akin, Scottsboro

Alabama Historical
Association, Auburn

Tom Allen, Vestavia Hills
Randy Allen, Tullahoma TN
Debra Allen, Vestavia Hills

Allen Co. Public Library, Fort
Wayne IN

Jim Allison, Scottsboro
Cathy Anand, Hixson TN
Bill Anderson, Scottsboro

Jim Anderson,
Spotsylvania, VA *

James Anderson,
Scottsboro

Mike Anderson, Huntsville
Jean Arndt, Huntsville

Judy Hubbard Arnold,
Scottsboro *

Elizabeth Atchley, Section
Ken Atkins, Meridianville *
Hoyt Baker, Covington GA
Carol Ballard, Flat Rock *
Martha Barton, Florence *
Candy Gullatt, Elkton MD
Joanne Beard, Pisgah

Greg Bell, Scottsboro

Abby Gentry Benson,
Scottsboro

Stella Benson, Scottsboro
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Jimmy and Jane Bergman,
Scottsboro

Birmingham Public Library,
Birmingham

James E. Blackburn, Section
Linda Blackwell, Birmingham

Eva Chapman Boardman,
Harvest

Hershel L. and Pat B. Boyd,
Stevenson

Terry Bracci, Murrieta CA

Tammy Bradford,
Scottsboro

Annette and David Bradford,
Scottsboro

CharlesBradford, Scottsboro

Dr. William S. Bradford,
Philadelphia PA

James Donald Bradford, St.
Augustine FL

Dr. & Mrs. Charles R. Bradford
111, Scottsboro

Janice and Tom Bragg,
Scottsboro

Bridgeport Library, Bridgeport

Clyde Broadway,
Scottsboro *

Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Brookshire, Scottsboro

Kenneth Brown, Scottsboro

Charles E. “Chuck” Bryant,
Hazel Green

Cathy Bullock, Woodville

Sandra Burney, Douglasville
GA

January 2020

Jessica Butler, Molena GA
Brian Bynum, Scottsboro
Faye Bynum, Scottsboro

Amy Collins Cameron,
Scottsboro

Catherine Cameron,
Guntersville

David and Carole Campbell,
Langston

Deborah Campbell,
Birmingham

Phil Campbell, Pisgah

Betty Canestrari,
Johnson City TN *

Mary K. Carlton, Scottsboro *

David Carroll,
Chattanooga TIN *

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Carter, Bryant

Dr. Jane Thomas Cash,
Scottsboro

Jackson County Chamber,
Scottsboro

Ann Barbee Chambless,
Scottsboro *

Sarah Chamlee, Fort Payne
Jennifer Chandler, Decatur
Nat Cisco, Scottsboro
Lynn Cisco, Scottsboro

Lennie Cisco, Scottsboro *

Mr and Mrs Robert Clemens,
Scottsboro

Harry Clemons, Scottsboro

Robert Harry Clemons,
Scottsboro
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Mary Ann Cofer,
McDonough GA *

Johnnie G. Coleman,
Scottsboro

Imogene Johnson Collier,
Fayetteville TN

Elisabeth Collins, Scottsboro
Dell Cook, Scottsboro

Maxine K. Cook,
Chattanooga TN

James and Joan Cornelison,
Scottsboro

Allen B. Cothron, Huntsville
Winfred Cotten, Scottsboro *
Mary Presley Cox, Scottsboro
Stephen Crawford, Brownsboro
Dale Crawford, Dutton

David Crawford,
Scottsboro

Deborah and Ronnie Crawford,
Scottsboro

Rush H Crawford, Tuscaloosa
Frances Crownover, Stevenson
Tony R Curtis, Little Rock AR
Andrew Dafforn, Scottsboro
Celestine Darnell, Ft. Payne
Cheryl Davis, Norman OK
Robert Dean, Scottsboro

State Dept of Archives,
Montgomery *

Robert DeWitt, Cape Coral FL
Martha Dobbins, Tuka MS

Rickey and Diane Dooley,
Scottsboro *

Roger Dukes, Section
O. H. Durham, Langston

Steve and Kay Durham,
Section

Ronald Dykes, Scottsboro
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Parker Edmiston, Scottsboro
Ray Edwards, Scottsboro

Mike Elkins, Gurley *

Draughon Library, Auburn
University

John and Betty Esslinger,
Scottsboro

Daryl Eustace, Scottsboro
William B. Evans, Woodville *
Dr. Julia Everett, Scottsboro
Carla N. Feeney, Cordova TN

Susan & Steve Fisher,
Scottsboro

Gordon Foster, Pisgah *

Loretta Fowler,Los Alamitos
CA

William Earl Franks,
Scottsboro

Donna Fredrick, Scottsboro
Bill Freeman, Scottsboro
Van Gable, Quincy IL

Thomas Gamble, Oklahoma
City OK

Gloria Gibbel,
Minden, NV

Jeri Gibson, Scottsboro

Mrs. Jimmy Gilliam,
Scottsboro

Kelly and Delores Goodowens,
Scottsboro

Ada Gossett, Scottsboro
Douglas Graden, Dutton

Hon. John H. Graham,
Stevenson

Redmon Graham,
Stevenson

Rachael Graham, Auburn
Arlene E. Grede, Scottsboro
Arleca Green, New Market

January 2020

January 2020

Gene and Donna Greer,
Scottsboro

Ralph and Diane Grider,
Scottsboro

Michael Grider, Scottsboro

Marcus W. Griffith,
Scottsboro *

Mary R. Gross, Hollywood
Chris Gunter, Bridgeport *
Mrs. John Haislip, Scottsboro

Dr. John D. and Carol Hall,
Huntsville

John L. Hamilton, Maryville
TN

Gary Hammons, Scottsboro
Peggy Hampton, Flat Rock *

Molly and Fred Hancock,
Scottsboro

‘W. W. Haralson, Scottsboro

Hoyt and Marionna Harbin,
Scottsboro

Lucy Harris, Florence
Glen Hastings, Scottsboro *
Virginia Hayes, Minco OK

Dr. Barbara and Charles Heath,
Scottsboro

Mary Ben Heflin, Memphis TN

John B. Hembree,
Lexington K'Y

Reid Henshaw, Scottsboro
Craig Henshaw;, Scottsboro *

Mrs. Margaret C. Henshaw,
Scottsboro *

Robert V. Henshaw, Owens
Cross Roads

Gene Hess and Pam Ashley,
Dutton

Joyce H. Hester, Reform *
Howard Hill, Scottsboro *
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Sonny Hodges, Huntsville

Dr. Andrew and Sarah Hodges,
Scottsboro

Don Hodges, Irondale

Jason and Kathie Hodges,
Grant

Bob Hodges, Hampton Cove

Doug and Nancy Hodges,
Scottsboro

Mrs. Lynda Hodges, Scottsboro

Lee Ann Hodges,
Huntsville

Scott and Paige Hodges,
Scottsboro *

Dicky Holder, Fackler
Dr. Sam Holland, Scottsboro

Christine A Holley,
Rio Rancho, NM

James Huber, Section

Dave Hurst, Athens *
Brenda Ivey, Scottsboro
Grady Jacobs, Scottsboro
Jason Johnson, Scottsboro
Kimberly Martin, Scottsboro
Teresa Glass, Scottsboro

Marymac Johnson,
Jacksonville FL.

Margaret Johnson, Scottsboro
Dr. Ronald E Jones, Scottsboro
Eileen Karp, Tampa FL

John and Becky Kellenberger,
Scottsboro

Mrs. Martha H.
Kendrick, Grant *

Stephen M. Kennamer,
Scottsboro

Joyce Kennamer, Scottsboro
Ernie Kennamer, Hoover

Anita Kern, Scottsboro
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Charles B. Killough III,
Scottsboro

Jerry King and Wendy Neff,
Woodville

Mr./Mrs. B. J. Kirby,
Scottsboro *

Betty Knight, Fackler *

Donald Langston,
Winchester TN

Rayford and Meta Latham,
Scottsboro

Doris Lee, Scottsboro *

Jackson Co. Legislative
Delegation, Scottsboro

Lallie Dawson Leighton,
Scottsboro

Sharon LeQuire, Scottsboro
Louis Letson, Scottsboro
Jack Livingston, Scottsboro
Steve, Livingston, Scottsboro
Helen C. Lopez, Grant

John Lynch, Scottsboro *
Tim Lynch, Scottsboro *

Paul D. Machen,
Hollywood

Ralph & Merle J. Porter
Mackey, Scottsboro

Pat and Wade Maples,
Scottsboro

Susan Marshall,
Moses Lake WA

James D. Matthews, Huntsville

Richard Matthews,
Scottsboro *

Hilda McCoy, Stevenson *
Brenda McCrary, Stevenson *

Charles E. McCutchen,
Waverly Hall GA

T. C. McFerrin, Plano TX
Bettye McGahey, Scottsboro

January 2020

January 2020
Toni and David McGriff,
Dutton
Sue McLaughlin,
Madison

Larkin McMillan, Fort Worth
TX

Britt Meeks, Langston

Hooshang and Louise Moghani,
Scottsboro

Ann Moody, Scottsboro

Joe and Gail Moore, Scottsboro
Garry Morgan, Scottsboro
Mechele Mosley, Scottsboro
Robert T. Morris, Emporia VA
Debbie Morrissette, Pisgah

Marland and Elizabeth
Mountain, Henagar

NACC Library (Wilhelm),
Rainsville

NACC Library (Everett),
Rainsville

Margaret Ogram,
Hayden Lake ID

Layton Olson, Dawson

Jim Olyniec, Scottsboro
Charlene M. Pace, Scottsboro
Robert Lee Page, Scottsboro
Lewis W. Page, Jr., Birmingham

Janet B. Parks,
Bowling Green OH

James Parsons, Springfield MO

Amy McCamy Patterson,
Scottsboro

Katrina Potter Patty,
Tupelo MS *

Gerald R. Paulk ,
Scottsboro

John and Pup II Pepper,
Scottsboro
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Steve and Jennifer Petty,
Scottsboro

Traci Phillips, Scottsboro
Kathryn E. Phillips, Stevenson
Regina G. Pipes, Hazel Green
John Porch, Scottsboro
Patricia G. Porter, Scottsboro
Douglas Potter, Scottsboro *

Frances G. Powers,
Manchester TN

Pat Presley, Scottsboro

Beth Collins Presley,
Scottsboro

Lynn Presley, Huntsville
Ronald L. Prince, Longview TX

Claire E. Quinlivan,
Scottsboro *

Michael and Sandra Rash,
Hollywood *

Joan Reeves, Rainsville
Lou-Jean Rehn, Denver CO *

Harold G. Reynolds,
Scottsboro

Ellen Richardson,
Salem OR

Glenda R Robertson,
Scottsboro

Dendy M. Rousseau,
Brownsboro

Susan D. Rush, Guntersville *

Walter A. Russell,
Panama City FL *

Margaret Ryan, Scottsboro
Samford University Library,

Birmingham
Rosalie Sarno, Langston

Patricia Schwichtenberg,
Scottsboro

Sharon McCamy Sellers,
Bessemer
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Bruce and Ernestine Selvage,
Valparaiso, IN

James T. Sentell, Stevenson
Robin Shelton, Scottsboro
Andy Skelton, Scottsboro

Bunnie Bradford Smith,
High Point NC

Ellie Smith, Scottsboro

Dr. and Mrs. C. D. Smith,
Orange Beach

Dorothy Smith, Scottsboro
Dr. Gary Speers, Scottsboro
Sarah Stedman, Antioch TN

Paul and Connie
Stevenson, Scottsboro

Stevenson Depot Museum,
Stevenson

Stevenson Library, Stevenson

Jennine H. Stewart,
Madison GA

Jean D. Stockburger,
Conway AR

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. D. Strain,
Huntsville

Carroll C. Strickland,

Huntsville

Cindy Swagler, Lebanon OH
William W. Tally, Scottsboro
Mr. John Tally, Birmingham
Carolyn K. Tamblyn, Auburn
Hilda G. Thomas, Winfield *
Kathy Thomas, Dutton AL
Gayle Thomas, Abbeville *
Vella Thornhill, Flat Rock
Eddie Tigue, Dutton

Mrs. T’lene Tillotson,
Dalton GA

Dorothy H. Tretheway,
Wenatchee, WA

January 2020

January 2020

James W. Turner, Scottsboro

Bettie Tyson,
Dearborn Heights, MI

Debra Underwood, Pisgah

Tom Underwood,
Hillsborough NC

Utah Genealogical Society,
Salt Lake City UT

Claudell Veal, Section
Judy Raispis, Charleston SC

Rick and Judy Wadkins,
Scottsboro

Beverly Waldrop, Scottsboro
Mrs. Celia Walker, Stevenson
Martha Wallace,Sunnyvale CA *
Larry Ward, Birmingham

Dr. Charles A. Ward,
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The Jackson County Chronicles

Volume 32, Number 2

In this issue:
¢ Scottsboro on the Coca-Cola
Trail: The text of Coca-Cola

April Meeting Cancelled: In
keeping with social distancing
guidelines, the Jackson County
Historical Association will not
meet this quarter. This meeting
was to have been in Flat Rock and
teatured the dedication of a new
historical marker. The historical
marker for the old Flat Rock High
School has been delivered to the
school and is locked up in storage, but has not yet been installed.
That planned meeting will take place in July instead. Until then, be
aware of the new resource below from the Alabama Archives.

chronicler Larry Jorgansen's
upcoming chapter on Scottsboro
and a few other memories and
clarifications.

Condon Campbell, John T. Hays,
and the Hosiery Mill Band: An
appreciation of the band that
provided music from 1926 to 1932
and its two directors.

The Boys in the Early Brass
Bands: What became of the
musicians in the 1890 and 1895
brass bands?

Claude Spivey and Veda Pearl
Jacobs: A retrospective on the
innovative businessman who
provided jobs during the
Depression and his wife, and their

Alabama History@Home
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Scottsboro’s Culinary Legacies:
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is added o the sit2 almost daily. \Wa hope this resource will make
staying hame and dong your part 1a proftect your community a little
Editor: Annette Norris Bradford aamer,

them and where they are served We recently launched

today.

Associate Editor: David Bradford

JCHA Website Wins State Award: The JCHA Website
www.jchaweb.org is the winner of this year’s Alabama Historical
Association Digital History Award in the Small Project Category.
Rebecca Minder, chairperson of the 2020 AHA Digital History
Award Committee, contacted the Jackson County Historical
Association in February to give us the good news. We were to have
received this award at the April meeting, which has been postponed
until 2021. The website includes: all 44 years of the Fackson County
Chronicles, scanned with optical character recognition and therefore
searchable; the 2018 and 2019 cemetery stroll videos; the “Walk
Around the Square” clickable history application; the Scottsboro
Depot Museum website; and the constantly growing collection of
county high school yearbooks.

JCHA Officers

President: Lennie Cisco
Vice-President: Blake Wilhelm
Secretary: Tammy Bradford

Treasurer: Elizabeth “Bunny”
Mountain

The Chronicles is a quarterly
publication of the Jackson County
Historical Association. Visit our

website, www.jchaweb.org.
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Scottsboro on the Coca-Cola Trail

Editor’s Note: Last year, writer Larry Jorgensen contacted the JCHA looking for help with the
Scottsboro bistory of Coca-Cola. His first book The Coca-Cola Trail: People and Places in the
History of Coca-Cola profiled a number of towns and their connection to Coca-Cola. Scottsboro, by ? “l,[ g
virtue of its family connection to Coca-Cola and its proximity to Chattanooga, the home of Coca- (M 77
Cola bottling, will be in his upcoming second book. He interviewed a number of our residents for ~=n=x

the story below, and concentrated on Payne’s Drug Store and Payne’s Soda Shop. The text of bis I RAIL

article is below and be graciously let the Chronicles reprint it. TIOPLE en"PUALYS
4 de Midosy of (< vla

| e |
It is said to be the oldest business in Alabama, and also it was one of the first in the
state to sell Coca-Cola. In addition, the interesting history of the old business includes a direct family
connection to the very first days of Coca-Cola bottling.

Now known as Payne’s Soda Fountain and Sandwich Shop, the business began in 1869 as W. H. Payne
Drug Company of Scottsboro, Alabama. It actually began operating one year before the town of
Scottsboro officially incorporated.

Druggist William Henry Payne opened the store after returning from the civil war. At first his business
was located near the railroad, on the northwest side of the community square, where most of the early
town had been built. Payne was a compounding pharmacist and created remedies such as syrup of wild
cherry and Eureka itch and tetter ointment. He also sold cold sparkling soda water, believed to have
medicinal powers, for 5-cents per glass.

Five years later the Jackson County courthouse was built and Payne moved his drug store to a two story
brick building he had constructed on the courthouse square where the business remained for over one
and one-half centuries.

Payne died in 1899, and his son James Robinson Payne operated the business until his death in the 1940s.
The historic building has remained under the ownership of James Payne’s daughter, Elizabeth Payne
Word. But the business has been operated
through the years by non-Payne family
-l i owners.

The building’s connection to the very first
days of Coca-Cola bottling is because of
Elizabeth’s family history. Her great uncle
was George Hunter of Chattanooga. Hunter
had become the owner of the Coca-Cola
“parent” bottling enterprise, originally
created and developed by his uncle Ben
Thomas and his partner Joseph Whitehead.
These men obtained exclusive U. S. rights for
bottling Coca-Cola. The rapid growth of
Coca-Cola began when they, acting as
“parent” bottlers, started selling territory to
other bottlers.

As Thomas aged, and having no children, he
selected Hunter to take over the
management and ultimately inherit his

Payne Drug Company around 1950
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growing Coca-Cola business. Hunter became a strong supporter of the individual bottlers, and is
recognized for his successful legal battle with Coca-Cola to save the bottlers’ lifetime contracts.

Meanwhile growth continued at the drugstore. A 20-foot long soda fountain was added in 1939, and
quickly became a popular attraction, with new soda jerks being hired to serve the growing number of
customers. The first step for food service also began, as Payne’s started selling hot dogs topped with a now
famous red slaw, said to have been created from a secret old family recipe.

Curbside service was provided at Payne’s in the 1940s and ’50s with Coca-Cola and ice cream delivered by
the soda jerks to parked customers outside.

The pharmacy portion of the business was closed in 1991, but the popular soda fountain and sandwich
shop has continued through the years. The business ownership and management changed again in 2013,
when mother and daughter Lisa Garrett and Jessica Walton took over.

Previously Garrett had created a ’50s type dining area in her home in Bridgeport, Tennessee and also
operated a luncheonette in Sewanee, Tennessee, and she was looking for a new opportunity when Payne’s
became available. Memorabilia items from her home, including a jukebox and advertising signs were used
to create the new atmosphere at Payne’s. Also added were red vinyl chairs, a checkerboard floor and
chrome bar stools. The red slaw hot dog still tops the menu, but a variety of other sandwiches have been
added, including a Dagwood and a Reuben. There also is a selection of salads and daily menu specials.

The old 20-foot soda fountain sustained a mechanical problem, and temporarily was being used only to
serve ice cream, while a search was underway to locate a fountain repairman. A special logo sign was
created in 2019 to honor Payne’s 150 years of making memories in Scottsboro.

Jessica said, “everyone has a story about Payne’s, but if they don’t we’ll help them make one.” Jessica and
Lisa said they are proud to be running a business with such a long and important history in Alabama.

Coca-Cola was first bottled in Scottsboro in 1912 and the franchise went through several ownership
changes before being acquired in
2014 by the nation’s third largest
bottler, Coca-Cola United of

Birmingham.

Business partners Charley Beard
and A.B. Brandon started the
bottling business, but in 1918
Beard bought out his partner
and continued to bottle and sell
Coca-Cola for eight years.

The next owner, Walter Daniel,
built a brick two story building
for his Coca-Cola plant. When
Daniel died in 1938, his widow
and the plant manager Tom Sisk
continued the business for
another five years before selling
to Joseph L. Bean of
Chattanooga.

The Coca Cola Bottll-ng Works in Scottsboro, from the 1938 Progress:ve Age

Hamlin Caldwell, who became known as “Mr. Coca-Cola in Scottsboro” became plant manager in 1955,
and remained in that position for nearly thirty-five years. He oversaw a 1957 addition which doubled the
plant’s floor space, and 23 years later he was there when a new 40,000 sq. ft. facility was opened to serve

© The Jackson County Historical Association April 2020 30of36



ISSN-1071-2348 April 2020

northeast Alabama and part of Georgia. That new building construction followed the merger of the Fort
Payne Coca-Cola business with Scottsboro.

The business at that time was owned by Johnston Coca-Cola Bottling of Chattanooga, and the actual
bottling had been moved to a company plant in Cleveland, Tennessee, while the Scottsboro facility
provided area distribution. Johnston bottling merged with Coca-Cola corporate in 1991.

In 2020 Coca-Cola United continued the Scottsboro tradition with their facility on John T. Reid Parkway:.

Larry Jorgensen

Some additional information: Those of you who have walked along Market
Street in Chattanooga might have seen this sign. Although Atlanta is the home
of Coca-Cola, Chattanooga is the home of Coca-Cola bottling. Likewise,
Scottsboro’s connection to the W. H. Payne family has been extensively
documented and appreciated, but the county’s connection to the Hunter family
that was so important to Coca-Cola bottling is less familiar.

Elizabeth Payne Word and her brother George Hunter Payne are the children of
James Robinson Payne and Emily Matthews, the great grandchildren of William
Henry Payne, the founder of Payne’s Drugs. Their Matthews connection is
equally interesting. Emily was the daughter of Simmons Matthews and Bess
Hunter. Bess is the sister of George Thomas Hunter, the man whose bequest
enabled the Hunter Museum of American Art in Chattanooga.

According to the Chattanooga Memory
Project, the building that houses the
museum was the “former private residence
of Ross Faxon built 1906; purchased by
Mrs. Benjamin F. Thomas in the 1920s and | CHATTANOOGA
then owned by her nephew George WORLD'S
Thomas Hunter. The house became FIRST BOTTLER
museum in 1951.” (https:/  ADVERTISING OFFICE
stories.chattanoogamemory.com/stories/ T
467) This home as it looked before it
. became the museum is shown here.

Faxon-Thomas House before becoming a museum.

Larry Jorgensen described how the childless Thomas family made
their nephew and business associate George Thomas Hunter their heir.
According to huntermuseum.org, “George Thomas Hunter arrived in Chattanooga in 1904 and worked as
a clerk in his Uncle Benjamin Thomas’ business, the Coca-Cola Thomas Bottling Company. Mr. Hunter
inherited the company from his uncle and began a tradition of philanthropy which continues to have a
positive impact on Chattanooga to this day. One of his finest achievements was the creation of the
Benwood Foundation, a charitable trust still in operation. Hunter was unmarried and following his death
in 1951, the Chattanooga Art Association approached the Benwood Foundation to ask that the Faxon-
Hunter mansion be donated to their organization in order to found an art museum.”

Elizabeth Payne Word’s husband, Bob Word, recalls the Matthews family story about the beginnings of
Coca-Cola bottling. According to this story, until the Thomas family came up with the idea of putting
Coca-Cola in bottles, it was sold only as a fountain drink. The Benjamin Thomas family returned from a
trip to Cuba where they saw soft drinks being sold in bottles, and went to Atlanta to talk to Coca-Cola
about selling the soft drink in bottles. The Atlanta company expressed no interest in the bottling
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business, but gave Thomas permission to be the exclusive bottlers of Coca-Cola and assessed him one
dollar for this privilege.

Wikipedia tells much the same story. One prior attempt had been made to bottle the soft drink. The first
bottling of Coca-Cola occurred in 1894 in Vicksburg, MS by Joseph A. Biedenharn at the Biedenharn
Candy Company in bottles very different from the famous 1915 design. “A few years later,” Wikipedia
explains, “two entrepreneurs from Chattanooga, Tennessee, namely Benjamin F. Thomas and Joseph B.
Whitehead, proposed the idea of bottling and were so persuasive that {Coca-Cola sole proprietor Asal
Candler signed a contract giving them control of the procedure for only one dollar. Candler never
collected his dollar, but in 1899, Chattanooga became the site of the first Coca-Cola bottling company.
Candler remained very content just selling his company's syrup. The loosely termed contract proved to be
problematic for The Coca-Cola Company for decades to come. Legal matters were not helped by the
decision of the bottlers to subcontract to other companies, effectively becoming parent bottlers. This
contract specified that bottles would be sold at 5¢ each and had no fixed duration, leading to the fixed
price of Coca-Cola from 1886 to 1959.” (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coca-Cola)

Bob Word tells two fascinating stories about the

relationship between Payne’s Drug Store and the Coca- n
Cola Company. The first occurred in 1950 and involved N
Emily Matthews Payne, the niece of George Thomas

Hunter, who felt she had a right to demand a clean, sharp !
Coca-Cola advertising sign on the side of Payne’s Drugs. L

She sent her request to plant manager Hamlin Caldwell, ‘\
who forwarded it to the parent company, only to have the '
company state that the existing sign was satisfactory and

oyt no repainting was required. So she contacted —r—

a2 ' vin e ghow wedrnsle of representatives from Pepsi, who were more than happy

to paint a bright new sign over the existing Coca-Cola
sign on the side of Payne’s. It was not long before Coca-
Cola decided to paint a new sign over the Pepsi sign.

Pdrad; dilibwr—put u purley=c-tp 1d

11} . . .
T AR e A second story involves the incredible number of Coca-

. on f&_;:;“‘.;‘““"" ' Cola Syrup jugs generated by Word Theaters and Payne’s
.. Drug Store. Lisa Garrett still has a number of these jugs,
each with a residue of Coca-Cola syrup in the bottom. Bob
recalls that these jugs were a big favorites among local bootleggers, who would
arrive in cars with the back seat and trunk partition removed and carry away as
many of these jugs as possible for $.25 each. You can still buy one of these jugs

from Lisa.

1912 Ad from the Progressive Age.

Another interesting side tale from the early days of Coca-Cola will be familiar to Auburn grads who cross
daily in front of the old Ross Chemistry building. In June 27, 1907, the Progressive Age reported that State
Chemist B. B. Ross and his associates at Alabama Polytechnic Institute had examined samples of “coca-
cola taken from syrup purchased on the open market” so that “every Alabamian who cares to drink coca-
cola will have the satisfaction of knowing what he is drinking.” They found that “the only stimulating
ingredient in coca-cola is caffeine,” in the amount of 1.25 to 1.29 grams per ounce of syrup.

One of the best descriptions of the evolution of Coca-Cola in Jackson County was found in the 1960
Jackson County Sentinel and is reproduced below:

Coke Bottled in Scottsboro Since 1912: The earliest record of a Coca-Cola Bottling Plant in
Scottsboro was 1912-1914. This plant was situated in a tin building where the present Coca-Cola Bottling
Plant is located at 233 W. Laurel St. [Ed. Note. The Scottsboro Bottling Works was referred to in a 1916
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Scottsboro Citizen ad as “Scottsboro’s Biggest Manufactory.”’} The first plant
was owned by Mr. Charley Beard and Mr. A. B. Brandon. Mr. Beard bought
out Mr. Brandon and operated the plant until 1918. Mr. Walker Daniel
bought the company from Mr. Beard and was the first to obtain a franchise
to bottle Coca-Cola in Scottsboro and surrounding territory.

In 1926 Mr. Daniel built a new brick building and moved the business into
permanent quarters. Mr. Daniel continued to operate the business until his
untimely death in 1938. From 1938 to 1943 the plant continued under the
ownership of Mrs. Daniel, with Tom Sisk as the manager. In 1943 Mrs.
Daniels sold her interest in the plant to Mr. Joseph L. Bean of Chattanooga,
Tenn. Mr. J. S. Bean was named managed and continued in that capacity until
his retirement in 1955. Mr. Hamlin Caldwell Jr. was named manager in 1955 and
has continued in that capacity until the present time. {1960} An addition was
made to the plant in 1957 which doubled the floor space. The pallet loading system
was also introduced at that time. The pre-
mix system of handling Coca-Cola was
installed in 1959. At the present time the
Scottsboro Coca-Cola Bottling Company
operates five route trucks, one cooler repair
truck, and one advertising truck. Sixteen
people are employed by this industry in
Scottsboro.”

BRITLING CQ

This 1978 photo of the Scottsboro Bottling
Company was taken during the survey and
analysis that Judy Proctor and Ann
Chambless conducted while putting the
square on the Register of Historic Places.

TR

The photo below from the 1960s was taken
by Leroy Gist. Most of the people in the
photo are identified below.

1960s photo by Leroy Gist.

Scottsboro Coca Cola Bottling Plant ca. 1960. Left to Right: Sam Evans, fohnny Downs, Lawrence Hastings,
Grady Sharp, Raymond Bass, Lonnie Hancock, Raymond Moore, Lonnie Crawford, Lowell Kirby, Al Wilkerson,
Latham McCutchen, Jimmy Lusk, Houston Chapman, Elize Jeffery, Mabel Wright, and Hamlin Caldwell, Manager.
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Condon Campbell, John T. Hays, and the Hosiery Mill Band

Locally produced band music has been part of Jackson County history almost from the founding of the
county. A search of all Scottsboro newspapers reveals that between 1879 and 1904, there were almost 100
references to brass bands. Every Alabama town either had one or wanted one. The bands played for
politicians and presidents. They accompanied candidates on whistle stop tours. They were the
centerpieces of barbecues and ice cream parties. In 1879, Scottsboro was suffering from brass band envy:
Gadsden had one; so did Troy. The “we need a band” drum beat continued all year and by the end of 1879,
Scottsboro had its own crack brass band, the Scottsboro Cornet Band.

This new band was professional enough to furnish the music at the Huntsville Fair in October 1879. “Our
boys got the position over several rival bands and they deserve to be congratulated for their success,” The
Scottsboro Citizen stated in the October 3, 1879 paper. The band was still together in 1881 when it played for

a Masonic procession to install the officers for the county’s lodges. The membership of the original band
is not known, but it was still organized in February 1882 when the Citizen reported that O. N. Gregg,
Charley Kyle, and Valandingham Horton joined the group, which had recently ordered new instruments.

In May 1882, E. H. Caldwell joined.

The September 1881 Citizen reported that there were 15,000 brass bands in the US that year. But there
was a long-standing love-hate relationship between journalists and these young, poorly trained musicians
trying to fill a community need. A syndicated columnist for the New York Commercial Advertiser wrote in
August 1882 that “the leader of a brand-new brass band in Iowa has waltzed off with the instruments and
uniforms. The residents of the town will not only refuse to prosecute him, but will extend to him the
treedom of the city and make him mayor if he returns.” The August 25, 1887 Montgomery Advertiser
reported Dr. Johnson’s quote, “Music is the least disagreeable of all noises.” But the cheeky columnist
went on to say, “The learned doctor did not know everything. He never lived next door to a cornet
amateur, a young brass band, or a piano-banging young lady.” Such syndicated humor columns about

amateur musicians abound in the 1880s and 9os.

Scottsboro brass bands seem to have existed on and off until September 1887, when the Citizen reported,
“The brass band seems to have ‘blowed’ out.”” No more talk about bands until August 1890 when the
Citizen reported, “The Scottsboro Cornet Band has been organized with the following members: Dr. W.
H. Payne, leader; Tom Kennedy, Lat Moody, Warwick Payne, W. T. Brooks, W. J. Porter, Ewing
Thompson, Bass Farrior, and Will Hodge. A handsome new set of instruments has been purchased, and
Prof. Edmunds, of Sparta, Tenn., a fine instructor, has been employed to teach the class. A few years ago

Scottsboro had the crack cornet band of North Alabama, and
we expect to see the present band eclipse the old one.” They
indeed progressed quickly and a mere three months later, the
band “gave an open air concert and oyster supper” at
Thanksgiving. After some false starts, the December 5, 1895
Progressive Age had the good news to report that the brass
band was reorganized “thanks to the college boys” and went
on to list the boys in the band. For information about those
early musicians, see “The Boys in the Early Brass Bands” on

page 17.

Ft. Payne hired J. P. Edmunds to teach their eager players in
September 1893. The Ft. Payne band was still together in June

April 2020
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Scoltsboro now has & brass band;

thanks to the college boys. The
members of the band erc:

P. W. [lodges, J. M. Mclver, J. E.
Thompson, Chas, Pavne, Chas, Bearil,
Phil Armatrong, Walier Tally, Chas
Askin, Harry Armstrong, John Har-
rie, Hugh Camphell, Matthew Wann,
Jobn Twlly, Will Hodge, T..J. Ken-
nedy. Prof. J. 1. Fdmonds, diroctor,
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1894 when it played for an ice cream supper. In 1896, Stevenson reported its own brass band where its
“handsome young men...discoursed splendid music to a crowd that gathered to hear Governor Oates.”

So there was music in Jackson County before the Hosiery Mill Band, but there were no school band
programs or even band clubs. Vocal music instruction and glee clubs appeared much earlier—in
Scottsboro schools as early as 1893. Ella Hembree can be documented teaching music appreciation in 1928
and beyond. According to the Jackson County High School (JCHS) yearbooks, the school Glee Club was
organized in 1935. There were local piano teachers who taught students to read music and play piano. But
playing a band instrument appears to have been an individual pursuit.

The JCHS high school band program came later. Though the Progressive Age was rash enough to announce
that Professor John L. Hay, the director of the Hosiery Mill Band, would be the JCHS band director in
the 1931-32 session, there is no evidence that this band program ever got off the ground. According to the
1949 JCHS yearbook, the first band was organized in the summer of 1939, and the first director was a Mr.

Miller. J. B. Foley came to Scottsboro in September 1939 and organized a band consisting of 22 members.
In 1941, Mr. Foley was called into the Army. There were several directors who made an attempt to
continue the band in his absence, but it was finally discontinued. In June 1946, Mr. Foley returned and

reorganized the JCHS band.

So when Claude Spivey and Condon Campbell put their heads together and decided to organize a Hosiery
Mill Band in 1926, there was no pool of local high school musicians to draw from. Director Campbell did
not just direct the band; he taught many of the musicians to play their instruments. “There was a
tradition of a drum and bugle corps in Scottsboro,” Director Campbell’s daughter Lucy said, “I am sure

that Daddy taught the ones who could not play.”

The first mention of the Hosiery Mill Band is in the October 21, 1926
Progressive Age, three years after the founding of the hosiery mill itself.
The band is composed of “employees of the hosiery mill and meeting
three nights a week in the old opera house and is under the direction
of Condon Campbell. He states the boys are entering the work with
enthusiasm and before the people are aware of it, we are going to have
some music.” This first article goes on to explain that Spivey paid
$1500 to order “the best grade instruments made by C. G. Conn
Company.” Jim Benson in the Progressive Age was enthusiastic about
the prospects for the band. “Nothing can add more to a town than a
good band,” he said, and Claude Spivey “is receiving congratulations of
the people of this town for this forward step.”

The band did not make beautiful music immediately. “If you hear a lot
of weird wailing and think maybe the wild annimules is out,” Benson
quipped in the Progressive Age on October 28, “just remember that all
bands in infancy must make some noises and it won’t be but just a few
weeks until you near some real home-made tunes. Making a band is
hard, hard work, so give all the encouragement you can to the boys in
these hours of trial and do not shoot any of them as they pursue the
chromatic scales on our boulevards.”

Brass Band For Scottsboro |

The Scottsboro Hosicry Mill Band
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The band performed under Campbell’s direction for the Hosiery Mill Christmas banquet on December
29, 1927 in the large Rug Factory room. “The band received their new uniforms that afternoon and made

April 2020
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their first appearance in them. They are very beautiful and add much to the appearance of the band.
Several splendid selections were given by the band.”

Campbell organized and directed the band for its first two years. After that, Professor John L. Hay came
from Huntsville to direct the band.

Condon Campbell

Martin Condon Campbell was born in Scottsboro May 31, 1899, the son of Parker Campbell and Della
Ward. Parker Campbell, a salesman for Martin Condon Snuft and Coftee of New Jersey, named his son for
its founder. Condon was the brother of Jackson County Sentinel editor Parker Campbell and the father of
two singing children, Lucy Campbell Henry and Jimmy Campbell. He grew up on Kyle Street next to the
Presbyterian church.

Condon learned music from his older sister Lucy, who had studied piano and played for silent movies at
the Snodgrass Theater. Lucy Campbell Wright was married to Tom Wright and pregnant, walking home
“along the lane” (Martin Street) when she tripped and fell and died in childbirth in 1916.

In 1915 young Condon Campbell played with the drum and bugle corps shown below on the steps of the
courthouse. That band included three of Parker Campbell Sr.’s sons: Parker, Paul, and Condon. Condon is
sitting next to the bass drum on the steps in the front row, upset because his brothers had chastised him
for arriving late for the photo. Parker Campbell is the horn player in the back on the left, and Paul
Campbell is standing to his left in front of the column.

Photo from Lucy Campbell Henry

In 1916, when Condon was 16, he left town with a traveling minstrel show; Brown Roger’s Minstrels, and
toured with them for two years until the start of World War I. Such minstrel bands appeared regularly at
the Snodgrass Theater and in tent shows in Scottsboro. Condon is the fourth from the right on the back
row of the photo that follows, holding his cornet.
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Photo from Lucy Campbell He-:nry

Politicians who have appeared in “blackface” has gotten so much negative publicity lately that it is
difficult to understand this form of musical theater so far outside of its historical context. Minstrel shows
were a distinctly American form of entertainment developed in the early 19th century. Each show
consisted of comic skits, variety acts, dancing, and music performances that depicted people specifically
of African descent. The shows were performed by white people in make-up or blackface for the purpose
of playing the role of black people There were also some African-American performers and all-black
minstrel groups. These groups morphed into vaudeville.

FEATURE ATTRACTIONS:

Dalsy Drenm Cizls Consody Show,
Boather's Famons Jubiiee ¥ orale

. Py ClezoaSide Show. The Ostrieh Faem
Ringde Show. MaZurse Unl, the Soallest
Widget on Easth,  Gisot Fecris Wheel
Jungiog Horse Carousal. Siodeomes and
the world's Fnum Indy aed destle-
nen ridens. O M. Nigro Zscave Ui
formed Bad.

This Show colers to Ladies and Chil
deen sod the battar cleas fmae. Dox't
i the data  Lets all ge.

EY

*s

Minstrel groups appeared regularly
in Jackson County, both professional
groups that appeared in such places
as the Snodgrass Theater and the
county fair, and amateur made up of
high school students sometimes

finsized At High School.

The minstrel given by members
of the High School Glee Club on
I'nesday evening was quite 1 sue-
coss and well attended considering
performed. The 1916 and I9I7JCHS :|'l!' inclemency of the weather,
Glee Clubs both put on minstrel Ihe songe, Jokes and monoloyues

ce Liu . p were well rendered, and spoke we!
shows, as did groups of students at | for the direciors, Prof. J W, Wilii-
ivy league universities. This and Miss Eloise Roberts
performance was written up in the
April 3, 1916 Progressive Age. The
Jubilee Minstrels performed at the
county fair that same year.

Young Campbell was lucky to have been part of such a group of such skilled performers who helped him

develop his music skills.

Campbell was 19 years old and working as a soda clerk in Nashville when he registered for the World War
I draft in September 1918, a young man of medium build and medium height with blue eyes and brown
hair. By 1920, he was living in Scottsboro on Kyle Street with his mother, younger brother, and Campbell
grandmother. He was still on Kyle Street with his mother in 1930, working as a traveling salesman. He

© The Jackson County Historical Association
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married Bessie Bell in 1935, and they had four children: Lucy Campbell Henry who lives in Charlotte;
Jimmy Campbell who lives in Scottsboro; Don Campbell who lives in Nashville; and William Campbell
who died in 1999.

Campbell clearly missed playing his cornet after he returned home. Daughter Lucy recalls that people in
town remember hearing him sit on the front porch and play “Let Me Call You Sweetheart.” Often, when
traveling shows were at the local theaters, performers stopped by the Campbell home on Kyle Street to
visit. One of those performers was Tex Ritter. Years later, when Campbell’s son Jimmy was performing in
St. Louis, he met Tex Ritter again, who remembered him as the shy boy who hid behind the door when
Tex visited with his father.

The 1926 Scottsboro Hosiery Mill Band was assembled in part from musicians remaining from this
previous town band, and there are contradicting accounts of whether all the men in the band were
employees of Claude Spivey’s hosiery mill. Since most of the operators were women and the band
members were all men, it is hard to believe all 22 men were hosiery mill employees.

The hosiery mill band was a community band sponsored by the Claude Spivey, the mill owner. The
director’s uniform that daughter Lucy still owns has the words “Hosiery Mill Band” on it. The early band
played concerts in the “band box” in front of the Courthouse. Here are two period pictures of that band
box.

\ R car a8
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. “‘._‘ !
= 2 ey

e e
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1930s photo by Thomas Shipp i From the 1939 Bob Word Movie

After his tenure with the Hosiery Mill Band ended, Campbell started a drum and bugle corps that evolved
into the first Jackson County High School band. Band was part of the curriculum for the first time in
1940, initially under the leadership of J. B. Foley. Mr. Foley remained as director until 1951 when the band
had a series of different directors: Eugene Blake in 1951 and 1952; George Baker 1953-57; Orris Lee 1958-61;
and Jack Cox 1963-1969, to round out the early years.

In 1942, Condon Campbell was working in the refrigeration area of Redstone Arsenal when the plant
suffered an explosion that killed one person immediately and trapped three inside the plant. One of them
was Condon Campbell. The plant contained chemical weapons, among them mustard gas, the terrible
killer of World War 1 soldiers. Condon survived by lying face down over a grate and breathing through the
grate until the room was cleared and he could be rescued. However, he never recovered his health. Dr.
Edward Trammell treated him for emphysema and a heart condition. He died in 1968. His wife Bessie
lived to be 94 and is buried alongside her husband—indeed with all the Campbell family for generations—
in Cedar Hill Cemetery in Scottsboro.
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The Joseph J. Bradley Jr. Million Dollar Band

It is not known why Claude Spivey found a new director for the Hosiery Mill Band. It is likely that Spivey
got the idea for the Scottsboro band from John L. Hay, who also directed a textile mill band in Huntsville.
Starting a band and a basketball team seemed to fit with Spivey’s model of the role a company could play
in the life of a community. And while he used a local director to get his band off the ground, he hired a
proven director, Professor John L. Hay, to move them forward.

Hay had been a city clerk and was managing an ice cream factory when he founded the Huntsville band.
He had been only peripherally involved with the arts, bringing musical theater directors and productions
to Huntsville before he was tapped to lead the Million Dollar Band.

The Joseph J. Bradley, Jr. Band was
organized in 1925 and made up of
workers from the Merrimack textile mill.
Hay was its director. The usual name of
this band was the Joe Bradley Band but
they were known in the area as “The
Million Dollar Band,” so named by J.
Emory Pierce, the editor of The
Huntsville Daily Times. The Huntsville
band “was the idea of a group of
musicians in the [Merrimack} Village and
organized in the summer of 1925. Upon
hearing about the band, the Merrimack
Manufacturing Co. took an active
interest and purchased the instruments
which were expensive and hard to come
by in those days. As such, the band was
officially named after Joseph J. Bradley,
Jr.,” who by that time had succeeded his
father as the mill agent.

e ke
From www.huntsvillehistorycollection.org

The reason for the relationship between Bradley and Hay is apparent. Joe Bradley’ Jr.’s father was the
manager of the Merrimack Mill in Huntsville. Joe Bradley Jr. married John L. Hay’s daughter Bessie in
1917. The Bradleys were even better connected than the Hays (though both families were reported in the
social columns) and Bessie continued to be known as “Bessie Hay Bradley” until her death, though the
couple divorced in 1940. She was an election officer in many 1940s elections; her historic pictures
appeared frequently in The Huntsville Times.

Merrimack Village included not just the mill but houses for mill workers, a hospital, schools, and a
company store. Like Pepperell in Opelika and Avondale in Anniston, Merrimack Village is on the Registry
of Historic Places, a remnant of an age of industrial paternalism. Avondale built some mill houses in
Stevenson. Spivey sponsored the band and a basketball team. It is possible that Spivey envisioned the
kind of mill village that was developed at Merrimack for his fledgling Scottsboro textile mill.

The Joe Bradley Band was a working entity a year before the Hosiery Mill Band came into existence, and
three years before Hay became its director. The Bradley Band’s first concert was in the auditorium of the
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Joe Bradley School in the fall of 1925. On June 13, 1927, the Huntsville Times reported that the band
performed “an excellent sacred concert at the Chautauqua tent” and that “Prof. John L. Hay, leader of the
band, received scores of compliments as regarding the excellent program rendered.”

The band performed frequently over the next few years. They played a number of years at the Madison
County Fair and the Lincoln County Fair and were called to play at several local dedication ceremonies —
including the dedication ceremonies for the Decatur Bridge, Whitesburg Bridge, and “the Scottsboro
Bridge” (which I assume was the B. B. Comer). The band didn’t just play locally. They travelled with many
organizations to engagements in Montgomery, Mobile, and Dothan and played over radio station WSM in
Nashville. The group disbanded after nine years in 1934.

Jackson County embraced Professor Hay enthusiastically when he came to direct the Hosiery Mill Band
in 1926. In fact, Jackson County High School planned on having Professor Hay direct a school band for
their 1931-1932 session. The last sentence of a September 3, 1931 Progressive Age article about start of school
states simply; “Prof. John L. Hay will direct the school band.” There is no record in the previous yearbook
of there being a school band and no evidence that he succeeded in setting up a band program. Since no
band program is evident in the yearbooks, this was wishful thinking on Benson’s part. It is also difficult to
believe that Hay could have juggled the demands of his two existing bands with public school teaching.

Professor John L. Hay

John L. Hay was the son of Jack Hay, a machinist from Scotland, and his wife
Marticia Mann Aday, whom he met and married in Alabama. As early as 1870, the
family was living in a working class neighborhood in Huntsville with three small
children: John age 5, Robert age 3, and Thomas 9 months. The family had at least
two more children: Annie, born in 1872 and Katie born in 1878. The Hay family
moved to Macomb City, LA and it was an ill-fated move. Jack died of Yellow Fever
in November 1878, and his wife died a few months later of the same disease. “They
left five helpless children,” the Huntsville Independent reported on November 21,
1878, “who will be brought here and cared for by Miss Kitty Mann,” who was their
half aunt. In the 1880 census, they are living with their aunt who is working as a
dressmaker. The aunt died in 1887.

By this time, John, the oldest, was 22 years
old. On June 27, 1889 he married Annie
Monroe Struve in Huntsville. In 1900, he John L. Hay 1928. Photo by Gist.
and Annie have two children, Bessie age 8

and Carrol age 3 and John is working as a printer. They had lost

two additional children. John’s three siblings—Robert age 30,

Annie age 26, and Katie age 22—are living with them. The address

of the house where the family lived their entire lives is 221 Green
Street near the Twickenham section of Huntsville. The Huntsville
Public Library had this photo of the Hay house in their collection.

By 1910, the Hay household has grown to 17 people: the four Hays;
John’s father-in-law and their extended family, along with two
servants. John is working as a city clerk. The family is at the same
address in 1920, but only the nuclear family remains and John is a
53-year-old postal agent. By 1930, his children are no longer at

Hay Home on Green Street from Huntsville Public Library
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home. He and Annie are living still in their Green Street home, and John lists his occupation as “band
director, cotton mill.” In the 1940 census John is 75 years old and Annie is 74, living in the same house and
two of the couple’s widowed sisters are living with them.

When the Scottsboro Hosiery Mill Band was just getting off the ground, Hay’s Huntsville band often

performed with them. A list of performances that can be documented is found below; along with some of
the programs.

Performances by the Scottsboro Hosiery Mill Band

Here are the performances given by the Scottsboro Hosiery Mill Band by that can be documented in the
local newspapers, the Progressive Age (PA) and the Jackson County Sentinel (JCC).

PA, 12/29/27: Performance, the first in their new uniforms, at the hosier March—The Joy K ders Kz
’ 9/27 ) ) y
mill Christmas banquet, the only documented performance of the band Ovislme=T e Gypsy Festhval  Hays
Serenne—Fvrilng Fhabings K »:
under Campbell.
T 8leim Seny Erociun
Ot ligr—<FEoval Foaldem Kn
PA, 3/21/29: Benefit concert for flood sufferers at the city school auditorium  termiern Wromn: Duvs Hog
with the Joe Bradley Band of Huntsville. Baritone soloist Ed Baxter Populoe—Shoukd 1 Brown
accompanied the band. Here is the program. L "I" o R0 ";f*'
aKsE avs
Mach—Apolo Hing

PA 3/24/29: Concert and banquet was held at the high school auditorium to

recognize the “the band boys and their kin and friends.” The banquet was

served by the Business and Professional Women. “The evening opened with several selections by the
band,” followed by the banquet. “Short talks were made by Messrs. Hay, J. S. Benson, W. T. Holdridge, C.
E. Spivey, and H. L. Clayton.” Professor Hay was considered the host of the event.

JCC 6/12/29: Merrimack Manufacturing Co.’s Million Dollar Band of Huntsville (28 players) augmented
by the Scottsboro Hosiery Mill Band on the courthouse lawn.

PA 4/3/30: County Field Day at Hunt Field where the playing of “The Church in the Wildwood...brought
forth so much applause that an encore was necessary.”

JCC 7/3/1930 Concert in Larkinsville at June 21 ice cream supper. “The band boys donated their time
and services and we greatly enjoyed their splendid music and their kindness

. . . . . I Fi o lap s S e - =

in making this occasion possible.” I§ T e T oroe IR, TR
{ Overtures=—=Poet and Pensart. Bright
| Stur, Light Cavalry, Golden Dragon

PA 9/18/1930 Played for tent revival by Evangelist Hazelwood. The band rmoesx of Indin.
accepted an invitation to share the big tent, which was “filled to overflowing, Selections—dfartha, .

. K X ” . Noveltles—TUncle Jaspar,  Moumful
and hundreds of cars parked in hearing distance.” Here is the program. Maggke, Ragged Rosks, Hunung Soene,

Patreks, Olesnerth. Blue and Geay.
. . L . | Irtarmezsd - Avabian Nights,
PA 12/18/30: Charity concert at the city school auditorium doing a program | Wallaes—Enect Hoses,  Enchanted
. . . ST . Rizhts, Mocnllzht on the Nk (Orient-
of Christmas music with violin numbers by Miss Charlotte Tally. Proceeds of |}, Alline Bunsct, Night i June Eve-

10 cents a ticket go to the community chest. |ning Boeese, Poet’s Drsam,

PA 6/4/31 Dedication of the Scottsboro Garden Club’s playground, located on Mrs. M. A. Brewster’s lot,
across the street from the Spivey home.
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8/27/31: Free concert at various Sand Mountain locations. Pisgah at 1:30; Dutton at 3:30 and Section at
4:14.

JCC 7/28/32: Members played for the Kennamer Family Reunion, along with the Dawson Brothers
String Band.

One of Hay’s biggest fans was Progressive Age editor Jim Benson. In the Progressive Age, April 28, 1932, Jim
Benson advocated for the creation of a high school band in Scottsboro. “Scottsboro people were given a
great treat last Friday night when Prof. John L. Hay and his high school band came up from Huntsville
and gave us a program.... The remarkable record made by this band is certainly one that any community
should be proud of. It reflects credit upon the children and their director. Mr. Hay is well known here and
greatly admired by a host of people and always receives a hearty welcome. Any school that has him for a
director of music is to be congratulated and right here, let us say, we are lined up in favor of a school band
for Scottsboro schools. No one thing will add more to the school spirit and the morale of the school than
a band. Let’s get busy for one next year.”

The Depression hit the Spivey and Jacobs enterprises hard. As Gist explained, “Over expansion and the
Depression resulted in the mill going bankrupt in December, 1932. The mills were closed only four
months. In April 1933 Spivey announced the sale of the hosiery mills to the Tennessee Valley
Manufacturing Company and soon afterwards about 200 employees were back at work.” But the Hosiery
Mill Band died, and with it Spivey’s visions of a paternal mill environment that provided enrichment and
entertainment for the town.

But the band was a beacon of light in the dark years around the Depression. It brought merriment to the
gatherings where it performed, and its participants remembered it fondly.

Annette Norris Bradford

The Scottsboro Hosiery Mill Band
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The Scottsboro Hosiery Mill Band was established in 1926 by Claude E. Spivey. For its first two years, it
was under the direction of Condon Campbell. In 1928, John L. Hays became the director. This photo was
on the front of the newspaper on August 29, 1929. It was taken in front of the Spivey House, now known
as Fernwood, on Scott Street. When this photo was taken, the instrumentation of this 23-piece band was
as follows: 6 Clarinets, 1 each Soprano, Alto, and Tenor Saxophones, 5 Cornets, 2 Altos, 3 Trombones, 2
Baritones, and 2 Bass (Tuba). These were the members identified in the newspaper.

Front Row: J. C. Jacobs Jr., James Daniels, John A. Watt, Alvin Kennamer, Bill James, William Jones,
Exum Sumner, Elton Kennamer, Harvey Henshaw, Kenneth Butler

Middle Row: Claude E. Spivey, Edward Kennamer, Lester Dill, David Hunt, Quintard

Beech, Russell Caves, Roy Carpenter, William McCutchen, Houston Godfrey, James B. McCutchen, Band
Leader John L. Hay:

Back Row: Hubert Swaim, Harvey Osborne, Wiley Butler, David Ambrester, William White, Ernest
Brandon, John McCutchen, Carl Brannum

Here is the membership list by instrument.

Soprano Sax: J. C. Jacobs, Jr.

Alto Sax: James Daniels

Tenor Sax: John A. Watt

Clarinets: Edward Kennamer, Lester Dill, David Hunt, Quintard Beech, Russell Caves, Clifford Woodall
(not in picture)

Cornets: Roy Carpenter, William McCutchen, Houston Godfrey, James B. McCutchen, Ernest Brandon,
James B. McCutchen

Altos: Elton Kennamer, Harvey Henshaw

Baritones: Harvey Osborne, John T. Reid (not in picture)

Trombone: Wiley Butler, David Ambrester, William White

Bass: Hubert Swaim, Carl Brannum

Notes
Information about the Merrimack Million Dollar Band and the photo are from the Merrimack Mill Village Newsletter — April,
2010 Did You Know? articles provided by Jim Marek.
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The Boys in the Early Brass Bands

‘When your child was small and playing with a group of children, did you ever look at one and imagine
him saying “I'd like to thank the Nobel Committee....” and another and imagine yourself being
interviewed by CNN and asked, “when did your first realize Little Bobby was a psychopath?” I did. The
problem is, you die before you can see how all these story lines play out. But not in this story. I tracked
the lives of the boys in the two brass band stories and learned some fascinating things.

‘Who were these young men who made up the first two brass
bands? Leader of the 1890 band was none other than 44-year-old
Dr. W. H. Payne (1846-1899) , the famed physician and druggist
whose name is still spoken with reverence in his business place on
Laurel Street, and his sons: 15-year-old son Warwick Payne
(1875-1905) from the first band who died of a heart condition in
Atlanta, a congenital affliction that has shortened the lives of
many Payne men, shortly after his marriage; and Charles Payne
2 i (1880-1954) from the second band who was a businessman in

Dr. W.H. Pavne Warwick Payne Atlanta married to Lucy Tomlinson. Who knew that Dr. Payne
was also a musician?

The leader of the second band is the real surprise. Maybe two years ago, a man
walked into the Scottsboro Depot and brought us a bugle and his photo of John
Phillips Edmonds (1851-1930). According to the visitor, young Edmonds, who
was 10-year-old was a bugler for the Confederacy. But he was captured by the
Union army and was a bugler for the Union until the end of the war. At the end of
the war, he settled in Scottsboro and became a marble cutter and engraver for the
Scottsboro Marble Company. When Dr. Payne was director in 1890, Edmonds
taught a class to get the new musicians started. He was director of the band in
1895. Our visitor said that Edmonds had directed the Hosiery Mill Band.

That is possible since the band was organized in 1926, but his time as

director is not documented. John Phillips Edmonds, Scottsboro Depot Museum.

T. J. Kennedy and Will Hodge seem to have played in both bands. Thomas Jefferson Kennedy
(1867-1951) was the 23-year-old son of John Kennedy and Elizabeth Hodge. In 1900 he was the pressman
for a newspaper (probably the Citizen). Will Hodge (1875-1971) is his cousin; he and his mother live with
Thomas and his mother in 1880 while both boys are away at school. In 1900 Tom is married to Josie
Wright and they have several children; his mother, his aunt, and Will still lives with them. Will is a lumber
inspector for Card Lumber Company. Will died in 1971 and is buried in Rayville, LA; his
mother is buried in Cedar Hill. Tom died in 1951 too, and is buried in Chattanooga.

Matt Wann (1876-1932) is our own Atticus Finch. He was sheriff of Jackson County
when the Scottsboro Boys were pulled from the train in Paint Rock in 1931. He held
back a crowd intent on lynching the nine young, innocent men in his jail, and was
murdered a year later by those who did not admire his actions, lured away from his
office in Scottsboro and ambushed. He is buried in Cedar Hill; Nat Cisco portrayed
Matt Wann in the 2018 Cedar Hill cemetery stroll.

Two of the boys in the second band were sons of Mary Lee Henderson and Matt Wann from The History of Jackson County
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James Armstrong, the editor of the Scottsboro Citizen. Both boys were raised with the ink of the Citizen
flowing through their veins and both pursued printing after they left Scottsboro. At age 20, Harry
Armstrong (1885-1953) went to Washington to work in the Government Printing Office while studying
law at Georgetown and became an attorney for the IRS. His obituary noted that “In his younger days
Harry was also a gifted musician and composer of songs. He and his brother, Phil Armstrong, wrote
several popular songs. He kept his love for the piano through his life and played often.” Phil Armstrong
(1881-1934) was a writer and poet. Like his brother, he worked for a time in the Government Printing
Office in Washington before going to the Montgomery Advertiser and writing a column called “Driftwood.”
He moved to Jacksonville, Florida and had a column called “Florida Sunshine” that he wrote for the
Jacksonville Times Union. He died young. His obituary recalled that he stood on a cracker box and set type
at the Citizen by hand as a child, singing and whistling while he worked.

Hugh Campbell (1877-1947) was the son of John Earth Campbell and Eliza Jane Proctor of Fackler. He
was a dry goods merchant in Scottsboro and the father of five children. He and his wife are buried in
Cedar Hill. Charles Brown Beard (1875-1957) was from the Center Point community, the son of Green
Beard and Nancy Beason. He lived his life in Scottsboro and was a farmer, a grocery store operator, and
manager of the Coca-Cola Bottling Company. The photo on his findagrave site was found behind a mantle
when someone renovated his house.

A sad number of these boys met with early death. John Harris (1877-1914), the son of John Richard
Harris and Maria Walker Hinkle, met an untimely end. He and a friend were driving an automobile on the
Old Larkinsville Road when they met Furman Harper and three friends in a buggy. The mule spooked and
caused the buggy to overturn. Harris stopped to provide assistance, but Harper pulled out a gun and shot
Harris in the neck, severing his windpipe and causing his death. A large Harris marker in Cedar Hill marks
the graves of John and his parents.

Young Charley Askin (1880-1902) was the son of Annie Johnson and Charles Askin. He had served with
distinction during the Spanish-American war, a commander picked from a Georgia regiment to actually
serve in Cuba; most men who enlisted never made further than the swamps of south Florida. He was
closely tied to other men in the group. His father died when he was very young, and step-father was John
Rufus Freeman, a stonecutter at Scottsboro Marble Company (for whom band leader Edmonds worked), a
company owned by J. R.’s brother C. S. Freeman. Charley was a newspaper man as well, a composer in the
offices of both the Progressive Age and the Citizen. He seems to have died from a perforated gastric ulcer.

Professor J. M. Mclver (1862-1898) died only three years after the band was organized. He had been a
teacher at the Scottsboro College and Normal School when the band was organized but had moved on to
teach at the South Alabama Baptist Institute in Thomasville, Clark County, AL when he died of
pneumonia in 1898.

Charley Kyle (1866-1918) was the son of sheriff and probate judge Nelson Kyle and his wife Mary Jane
Robinson, the man for whom Kyle Street is named. He was living in Birmingham in 1918
when his brother Walter went to Birmingham to collect his body;, where he had died of
tuberculosis. He was buried in Cedar Hill in August 1918, but his body was reinterred in
Helena, Arkansas the next year, where he had lived previously and had a child buried.

Europe Hamlin Caldwell was a 42-year-old merchant in Bellefonte, the grandson of
Alexander Caldwell, Scottsboro’s first mayor, and the first cousin of King Caldwell for
whom Caldwell School and Caldwell Park are named. He lived in a big house on Willow
Street and married Cordelia Allison. They are buried in Cedar Hill.

Europe Hamlin Caldwell Jr., Heritage Center
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The Tally brothers came from a family with deep Jackson County roots. Jacob Tally and Mary Mourning
Roberts, the boys’ great grandparents, built the Tally plantation house in Bass
that was recently struck by lightning. John Benton Tally ITI (1881-1929), the
younger of the two boys in the back of this photograph taken about 1895,
broke with family tradition and became a pharmacist instead of a lawyer. His
pharmacy on the square in the early 1900s was in what is today the
Hackworth Building, the location associated with the Presley and Hodges
drug stores. He was postmaster in Scottsboro for eight years. He was a
pharmacist in Pensacola when he died unexpectedly in 1929. He was the father
of Judge Tally, whom many of us remember, and the grandfather of Bill and
John Tally. This music tradition was carried on by his son who served for
decades as choirmaster of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and by his
grandson Attorney Bill Tally who is a clarinetist in the community band. The
older brother Walter Hunt Tally (1878-1939), the older of the two boys in
the back, was for many years a traveling salesman before settling down as
assistant postmaster in Scottsboro, a job he held for 20 years. He married
Laura Edith Walton and was the father of four children.

It is likely that the person cited in the paper as “Lat Moody” was actually “Lit Moody.” William L. “Lit”
Moody (1861-1939) was the brother of Judge Albert H. Moody who lived in the Moody Brick, and on a
farm at the SE corner of the square often seen in old pictures. He was a leading merchant in Scottsboro,
and owned the land where the second Methodist church (corner of Laurel and Scott) and Word Chevrolet
are located today. Lit’s wife Hattie Alley Moody died in 1907, and Lit moved to Columbus, NM for his
son Clifford’s health. Clifford died in 1916 and is buried with his mother in Cedar Hill. Lit married Emma
Louis Shelly, who lived in Scottsboro after his death. They are buried in Cedar Hill.

J. B. lll and Sidnevy Skelton Tally Family

Probably the best known of these young musicians outside Jackson County was Patrick Wayland
Hodges (1872-1934), who made his mark in Alabama education. Born in Woodville in 1872, he was the
son of George and Louisa Jones Hodges. He completed college at Winchester Normal College, and did
graduate work at the University of Chicago. He was a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1901
as a representative from Jackson County on the committee on education. In 1906, he was elected
president of the Alabama Education Association. He had been a member of the professional staff of the
state department of education for 15 years at the time of his death. He is buried in Greenwood Cemetery
in Montgomery with his wife and son, who died in the crash of an army plane in 1941. Virgil Bouldin,
Jackson County’s only Alabama Supreme Court Justice, wrote an appreciation of Hodges when he died.

The remaining band members cannot be identified with any degree of certainty. Who was Bass Farrior?
Only one Farrier family passed through Jackson County. In January 1881, the Crtizen reported that Capt.
H. J. Chaney had sold his farm and residence on Sand Mountain to Mr. Farrier from Marion County, TN,
and his son H. B. (perhaps Bass Farrior) moved to Trenton, GA and died in 1910. The January 1895
Citizen reported that a Bass Farrior sold his home and moved to Texas in 1895. No idea if either of these
men played an instrument

W. J. Porter might be the Will Porter (1875-1939) who married Savannah Lewis and lived his entire life in
Fackler, the farmer son of a farmer. His age is right but there is no Scottsboro town connection as the
other boys share, and I cannot confirm J. is his middle initial. Not even a hint about O. N. Gregg, W.T.
Brooks, or Valandingham Horton. Ewing Thompson in the first band and J. E. Thompson in the second
cannot be identified.

If anyone can identify these remaining band members, write me at jcha@scottsboro.org.
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Claude Spivey and Veda Pearl Jacobs

In a 1981 newspaper article, Cecil Word called him “one of the most dynamic men ever to come to
Scottsboro,” and he praised him for bringing gainful employment to citizens of the county through the
Great Depression. The town had to invent an honor worthy of him, The Loving Cup, to honor the man of
the year in 1932. He was an innovator in farming, teaching Paint Rock farmers to raise strawberries and
peaches on the farms his father bought in 1913. He was an innovator in manufacturing, establishing the
county’s first successful textile mill. And in a dark time when the county needed joy, he organized and
bankrolled the Scottsboro Hosiery Mill Band, a group of 22 musicians who worked in the mill and
practiced evenings in the bandstand in front of the courthouse. He also financed the Hosiery Mill
basketball team that played local high schools and in 1930, held the championship title, defeating the
younger high school teams. But in the end, he found himself in desperate financial straits—and he broke
the law and betrayed a friend, and paid dearly for his desperate actions. Who was this man and what is his
legacy?

Claude Evans Spivey was born October 17, 1894
in Dayton, TN, the oldest of four children of
George W. Spivey and Carrie E. Story. He died
in January 1978.

He was already a farmer in Jackson County
when he registered for the draft in World War I
in June 1917, where he was described as a tall
man of medium build with brown eyes and black
hair who suffered from rheumatism.

On December 14, 1917, he married Veda Pearl

Jacobs, the daughter of John Clinton Jacobs and

Nancy Elizabeth Coffey. Veda was born
September 21, 1896, the fourth of eight children
and the daughter of the bank president. The couple married on a snowy day in the old Jacobs house on
Willow Street on a Tuesday afternoon at 5:30. The house sat where the Scottsboro Utilities office is today,
across from the Gay House (Chamber of Commerce).

The wedding was described in elaborate detail in the
social column of the Progressive Age. “The bride was
a picture of rare loveliness in White Duchess satin,
carrying a shower bouquet of white roses and valley
lilies.” The ceremony was conducted by Rev.
Mitchell L. Harris (her sister Docia’s husband, who,
ironically, would buy the Spivey home on Scott
Street after Veda’s death). Fletcher Jacobs (who
would later marry Claude’s friend from Dayton, TN
—Dayton Benham) was her sister’s maiden of honor
and little Elizabeth Jacobs, the niece of the bride,
[sister of John Clinton Jacobs II} carried the ring on a
white cushion. It was a lovely affair uniting the handsome, successful young farmer from Larkinsville with
the daughter of the man who established Jacobs Bank, John Clinton Jacobs, along with his brothers Henry
Grady and Rice Abner. After a long honeymoon in Florida, the couple made their home in Scottsboro.
Where is not clear since they are not found in the 1920 census, probably on the Spivey farm property in
Larkinsville.

John Clinton Jacobs House, Willow Street. Citv Hall.
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The Spiveys had three children:

* Carolyn, born Jan 18, 1919 and died October 22, 2009. She married William Bethel
Wilson.

* An Unnamed Infant Daughter, born June 8, 1923 and died June 14, 1923

p—

* Lunita Jacobs Spivey, born January 1, 1925 and died November 15, 1999. She married
Edward P. Ellison in Los Angeles, California on November 19, 1945.

This attractive and influential couple had a huge impact on Jackson County—on both
farming practices and industry. Veda was a charter member of the Tidence Lane DAR
chapter and served as its vice regent. They built the stately house on Scott Street that
is today known as Fernwood, famous in the past for its olympic-size pool that was
enjoyed by many Scottsboro families on the hot summer afternoons and its expansive
yard with stables in the back.

) R
Carolyn and Lunita about 1933

But things fell apart. The Depression forced Claude to sell his signature

accomplishment, Scottsboro Hosiery Mill. With more bills to pay than money to pay them with, he
hatched a scheme to collect “blank check” cotton certificates from farmers using his gin, and to use these
to represent his cotton warehouse as containing much more cotton than it actually contained. He burned
his own warehouse and tried to collect insurance on cotton valued at $150,000. And when he was caught,
he ignobly tried to pin the deed on his ginner, George McCutchen.

Twenty-three years after their fairy-tale wedding, Veda committed suicide on March 4, 1940. Her husband
served § years of a 30-year sentence in the Chattanooga Federal Penitentiary. Their lovely home was sold
to a Jacobs sister. Their parentless minor daughter, Lunita, was raised by another of Veda’s sister in Peru.
Lunita’s daughter Dianne recently reappeared at the door of Fernwood in Scottsboro, anxious to put the
story of her family together. Most of the photos in this piece belong to her, and this is the family story.

The Spivey Family of Dayton, TN

Claude Spivey’s family was from Dayton in Rhea County, TN, but they were closely tied to Jackson
County. Claude’s father George had a farm in Jackson County, which he bought in 1913, and his sister
Nancy Lee Spivey Stanfield, lived in Langston. The Progressive Age reported on September 25, 1913, “J. W.
Ashmore sold through Wm. Bates, the Kieth and Blakemore plantations to G. W. Spivey of Dayton,
Tenn., for $85,000 cash the first of the week.” This expanse of farming land came to be known as Cedar
Brook Farm.

George and his wife Carrie Story remained in Dayton, but the ownership of this big farm kept the Spivey
boys in and out of Scottsboro. Sons Claude and Warren married Jackson County girls, Veda Jacobs and
Edith Boyd, the daughter of Dr. Edward Boyd and Rosa East of Larkinsville. Son Clyde married Kathryn
Darwin of TN but the family lived in Jackson County. Clyde owned, with brothers Ernest and Jesse
Morris, the New Ice Company. This business on the Caldwell Mill lot burned in 1925, and he relocated in
the old Carter Ice House in the back of Scottsboro Hardware, an interest he sold in October 1925. Clyde
died in Hodges Hospital of a ruptured appendix in 1934. Their sister Sallie Spivey Robinson and brother
Holliday Spivey remained in Dayton.

Both Veda Jacobs Spivey and Edith Boyd Spivey were from socially prominent families, and their
movements were tracked closely by the local newspapers. Veda and her sister-in-law Edith played and
hosted bridge games frequently and traveled out of town to visit family, all of which was recorded in the
social column of the newspapers,.

After 1913, the Spivey boys were frequently in Scottsboro. The Scottsboro Citizen noted on July 29, 1915,
“Geo Spivey and sons of Dayton, Tenn. was here several days this week on his farm.” Veda and Claude had
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met by July 6, 1916 when the Progressive Age reported, “Claud Spivey of Dayton, Tenn., was in the city the
past week, as a guest of Rice Jacobs,” Veda’s uncle. The December 1 Progressive Age reported that he had
returned to Dayton for Thanksgiving. He was sick and nursed back to heath in Dayton, the April 6, 1917
paper reported. The illness must have been serious since he spent some time the end of the month in Hot
Springs convalescing. (April 27, 1917, Progressive Age)

The Spivey farm continued to be a site for demonstrating farming innovations.
As late as February 1932, the Progressive Age reported, a demonstration of NOT[CE F ARMERS Il

“blasting a 100-foot ditch with one blasting cap” was held on the Spivey farm. W5 s6s st To Exooncs

thal we are represented in |

this territory by Mr. Henry

1919: Spivey Gin and Spivey Cotton Company Jones, who is working under
The first business to come out of the Spivey family farm was apparently a feed- sq;i:le::nft::l%&hiﬁ;eyio
and-seed milling business similar to the one that Gene Airheart operated for pay the highest market price
many years in Scottsboro. for your cotton. Before you

sell your cotton, be sure to

The Citizen reported on February 18, 1919 that “You should place your order with o him.
C. E. Spivey for good fertilizer at once, as slow railroad transportation may make WEATHERFORD CRUMP
it hard to get later.” Claude’s brother Warren and his friend Dayton Benham of COMPANY

. . . .. irecnville &
Dayton, TN visited the Spivey home, the March 4, 1919 Crtizen reported. = A !
— ' — — This October 1920 letter to
4}7 = 2 7 a cotton farmer owning the gin money shows that
-2 e el the group Spivey and Jacobs had owned a gin and a
LSS 1T = AT Y Y “hy &/ —u‘ .
20 0 ERRI . 470 7 5. TSm0 =y cotton warehouse and had sold the gin to J. L. Decks
Y ES FLS TY ASAR o Ty 2T €TVIECRL AT WOTDY 0 1 TR AL and were setting up Spivey Cotton Company, which
FIRTHER W2 worn ¢ o5 UKE THAT N MATE DL LU ing growansy o8 (re wirves
LA TUL & DRERER P STl enTO IR BEIS Vise wi T\ Rr paa i (N RN D was a cotton Warehouse.
POT AR MOOOCK S wwn ooy 45 00 LOY, FRUVBLR dad. avh %o yoa o TWAT Mx WLl
T .- v i e . e Though purchase of a gin operation near the depot
v s EADUERY . v. wesicon TS 5 GLATIT™E e ne simsovie As is not called out in local papers, this notation makes
TIET c2am ML WY : BT ODRTOM, CI¥I48 601 T8 Y™ BENT L RENT PR A0 ut it clear that in 1923 Splvey OPerated a gln near the
LEWIES L T LT ALCONTY. .
e T A depot. The March 22, 1923 Progressive Age reported
N eI cras v (Al <oari that “E. W. Arendale has moved his saw mill to the
IO YRRV AN

lot near the freight depot where Spivey’s Gin

TIOR3 & SPIVEY
ks ; formerly stood.”

From Paul Machen.

From information in the newspapers, it seems likely
that this feed and seed business was ongoing and
evolved into buying and brokering cotton as well. In
the September 1927 Progressive Age, this notice about a
person representing Claude Spivey in cotton
negotiations looks as if he is pulling back from the
business to address his other concerns. That same year,
Spivey won a judgment against Tom Griffin in circuit
court which resulted in Cotton Bale No. 773 and the
seed associated with the bale be turned over to Spivey.
This late photo of Spivey was likely taken in the gin
office of the recently dismantled Gladish Gin
‘Warehouse. The Spivey warehouse that would burn in
1938 seems to have been on the other side of the tracks

Claude Spivey in the gin office on Houston Street
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since there was a fear that the 100 TVA vehicles would burn and these vehicles were stored in old Hosiery
Mill building across the tracks.

1922: Jacobs and Spivey Farms

The second Spivey business was strawberry and later peach farming. On May 30, 1922, the Progressive Age
reported that Claude was operating a strawberry farm and said, “Mr. Spivey has about 50 or 60 acres in
one field that is in strawberries and the plants are doing fine. He has set this entire field in Elberta
peaches also. Mr. Spivey is an experienced grower of strawberries, having lived in Tennessee in a
strawberry center. He has very generously given the people of this section of the county the advantage of
his knowledge of the culture of berries and has materially helped in starting off this week in Jackson
County: It is estimated that about 100 acres will be planted in and around Scottsboro and more than this
many around Stevenson.”

So Claude Spivey’s relationship with the Jacobs family and Jackson County began with strawberries and
his management of the huge farm that his father purchased in 1913. This farm was located (according to a
1952 article when it changed hands) “three miles west of Scottsboro on the Old Larkinsville Road.” A
community leader in this effort, and as an experienced fruit grower, Spivey brought in experts and hand-
held anxious farmers through their first experience with the new crop.

On December 7, 1922, a strawberry expert from Dayton, TN named E. N. Keith examined the county
strawberry crop and predicted that local farmers would “get a good price for their berries the coming
spring.” Strawberry growers met at the courthouse, the March 8, 1923 Progressive Age reported, and
appointed Claude Spivey, R. A. Coftey, and R. L. Airheart to arrange for marketing their crop. The
strawberry crop was watched with great interest. The May 24, 1923, the Progressive Age reported that
strawberry growers were not discouraged by persistent rains and families were harvesting their berries.
The largest fields were owned by Coffey and Bynum and Jacobs and Spivey. Youngsters were catching
rides from Hollywood to work in the Spivey strawberry fields, the May 24 Progressive Age reported.

In 1925, the farms branched into growing peaches. The July 23, 1925 Progressive Age reported, “Doubtless
the first carload of peaches ever shipped from Jackson County was loaded here last Monday. The peaches
were grown in the orchards of Jacobs and Spivey and Airhearts. They were of exceptional quality for the
year and a good prices was realized for them. The orchards are young and this is the first year bearing.”
The article went on to applaud the men who accomplished this feat. “These men are not only proving
that the soil of Jackson County will raise almost anything and that we have been neglecting for a long
time splendid opportunities in the county.”

1922: Wholesale Grocery Business

But the milling business and the strawberry farm were not his only business concerns. At the same time,
he and the Jacobs family were involved in the wholesale grocery business.

The November 30, 1922 Progressive Age announced that Claude Spivey and H. G. Jacobs had begun
construction of a new brick building near the freight depot that would house their new business
Scottsboro Wholesale Company, providing wholesale access to both groceries and dry goods. This
business continued to grow and the January 1, 1925 PA reported that Jacobs and Spivey had bought out
their competitor, the Jackson County Grocery Company. But instead of their inventory into the
Scottsboro Wholesale building, the opposite occurred. “The stock of the Scottsboro Wholesale Company
will be moved into the Jackson County Grocery Building north of the railroad and the buildings vacated
will be used for an expansion of the Scottsboro Hosiery Mill. This will give the mill some much needed
room for the installation of new machinery.
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This new factory gave the mill the capacity to create
two new products: boxes and rugs. The November 25,
1926 Progressive Age reported that “the Bungalow Rug
Factory started operation here last week and a large
number of rugs is now available for market. C. E.
Spivey announces that he has orders for all he can
manufacture,” adding that the expansion of the
hosiery mill will “furnish work for more people.” It
also provided for reuse of waste material from the
hosiery manufacturing process.

Scottsboro Wholesale Company in the 1940s.

The March 28, 1928 Progressive Age covered the recent
sale of stock in the Bungalow Rug Company: “The manner in which

Scottsboro and Jackson County people took up the stock offered by the Bungalow Rug Factory
demonstrates that they have faith in the future of Scottsboro and in the promoters, Messrs. Claude
Spivey and Rankin Airheart. After all the stock was sold, calls for more came in. ¢

1923: Scottsboro Hosiery Mill

But this was not the signature industry that Claude was associated with. The Progressive Age was beating
the drum “we need textile jobs in Jackson County,” and every time any town opened a textile mill, Jim
Benson was on top of the story, reminding local entrepreneurs of the advantages of mill jobs.

According to Jerry Gist’s The Story of Scottsboro, Alabama, the citizens of Scottsboro had tried for the
greater part of 20 years to establish a cotton mill in Scottsboro. As early as October 1900, a group of local
businessmen headed by Dr. J. P. Rorex and S. S. Broadus met at the Merchant’s bank for the purpose of
establishing a cotton mill in Scottsboro, to be named the Broadus Mills of Scottsboro. The group
purchased 200 acres just outside the corporate limits of Scottsboro, about a mile from the courthouse.
The project was estimated to cost $50,000, and but $5000 was raised. The effort died.

In September 1923, the Scottsboro Hosiery Mills, under the direction of Claude Spivey, began production
with 30 employees. J. C., H. G. and R. A. Jacobs acquired stock in Spivey Mills, and the new influx of
capital financed an expansion of the floor space of the mill and the establishment of a box and rug factory,
which, at peak production, employed 350 employees. Over
expansion and the Depression resulted in the mill going
bankrupt in December, 1932. The mills were closed only four

months. In April 1933 Spivey announced the sale of the hosiery
mills to the Tennessee Valley Manufacturing Company and soon
afterwards about 200 employees were back at work.

In August 1923, Misses Fletcher and Lunita Jacobs were visiting
with Warren Spivey family in Dayton.

The August 23, 1923 Progressive Age reported that “The
Scottsboro Hosiery Mill will soon be in operation according to a
statement from C. E. Spivey, manager. The large and handsome
brick factory building is about finished and ready for occupancy.
The machinery is on the way and doubtless within two or three
weeks the mill will begin operation. A high grade hose will be
made by this mill and we predict a host will be made at this mill
that will place Scottsboro on the map.”

April 2020
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making of hosiery. After they learn,
good wages can be secured. The su-
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It is interesting to note that all the workers in the mill were

HOSIERY MILL WANTS GIRLS. ' women. And, I am sure, all the foremen were men. The January
The Scottsbere Hosiery Mill, meeds| 11925 Progressive Age carried this ad shown here.

Spivey built his mill in a era of industrial paternalism,
‘ particularly in the textile industry. Cotton mills, like the

perintendent, Mr. Soivey, wants| Avondale mill village in Pell City or the Merrimack Mill in

them to call at the office on Decem-
ber 29th and 30th to talk over the

matter.

Huntsville (whose band often combined with the Scottsboro
band for concerts) or the Pepperell Mill Village in Opelika, both
of which are on the National Registry of Historic Places. Some
mill owners built houses and schools and churches and company
stores. Avondale built some mill houses for its Stevenson cotton mill workers.

Spivey and Jacobs did not build houses for their workers, but they brought the some of the same
paternalistic attitude to their business. They created sports teams. They had company picnics and parties.
And Spivey started the Hosiery Mill Band.

The July 8 1926 Progressive Age held a hosiery mill employee annual picnic where “Mr. and Mrs Claude
Spivey, Mr. and Mrs Lester Dills, H. G. Jacobs, and Mr. Godford chaperoned the hosiery mill employees
on a picnic Friday evening at Garland’s Ferry. The early part of the evening was spent boat riding and
bathing. Supper was spread and everyone enjoyed it. After supper, Mr. Spivey entertained the crowd with
a watermelon feast. The whole crowd reports a most delightful time.” Remember the “Hosiery Mill
Wants Girls” ad and you see why the employers on site were referred to as “chaperones.”

Spivey was a civic leader and a friend to many. Along with John Benson, W. R. Bogart, and W. J. Daniels,
he was a director of the county fair in 1926. He was on the board of directors for the Scottsboro Civitan
Club (PA, Dec 16, 1926) He attended businessmen events and “a convention of textile operators in New
York” (PA Apr 7, 1927) His business-building New York trip was a success, and the April 21 PA reported,
“Mr. Bigelow of New York, manager buyer for the Grant Chain Stores and Mr Connor of the Cannon
Mills were guests of Claude Spivey” in a effort to place “Scottsboro-made products in all parts of the
country.” He continued to attend trade shows and drum up business (April 1929 in Philadelphia).

Spivey and Condon Campbell organized the Hosiery Mill Band in 1926 (see this issue for an article about
the band). This band performed the first public time for the Hosiery Mill Christmas banquet on
December 29, 1927 in the large Rug Factory room. “The band received their new uniforms that afternoon
and made their first appearance in them. They are very beautiful and add much to the appearance of the
band. Several splendid selections were given by the band and J. S. Benson opened with a talk to the crowd,
congratulating them on the fine appearance of the band and the spirit of loyalty and union existing
between employer and employees.” W. R. Butler presented Spivey with a gold watch “presented by the
employees as a token of the esteem in which he was held” and Judge Bogart complimented Spivey “for the
part he is playing in the building of Scottsboro.”

The November 10,1927 Progressive Age reported on the progress of the new rug-making operation. “Went
over to the Rug factory last week and found a full force at work. Mr. Spivey stated that these Bungalow
rugs were finding a ready market. He is shipping them all over the country and he is preparing to put on a
night shift to take care of the demands.”

Spivey sold this property to E. C. Snodgrass in a deal reported in the August 4, 1938 Progressive Age. “A deal
that involved more cash than any of the past few years was closed this week when E. C. Snodgrass
purchased from C. E. Spivey all the old Hosiery Mill property near the depot. The property was formerly
occupied by the hosiery mill and warehouse and takes in a whole block. The building are now occupied by
the Tennessee Valley Authority and houses all its offices. This is very valuable property. But the Progressive
Age in 1940 carried an ad, “Help Wanted, 25 experienced loopers for work in hosiery mill. Good scale. See
me at once! C. E. Spivey.”
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1928: Offering Stock in the Rug Business

On March 26, 1928 at the offices of the Scottsboro Hosiery Mill, “a large and enthusiastic meeting of the
stockholders of the Scottsboro Manufacturing Company was held,” with Jim Benson presiding. The
purpose of the meeting was to offer stock for sale to raise money for the expansion of the bungalow rug
business. “The first work will be the production of bungalow rugs, a by-product of the hosiery mills. Mr.
Spivey has been manufacturing these rugs on a small scale and the demand for them exceeds the ability to
produce with the present small equipment. The company expects to later manufacture bed spreads,
mattresses and various other articles” covered by the charter of the company. The company incorporated
with J. C. Jacobs, president; Claude Spivey, vice-president; H. G. Jacobs, treasurer; Rankin Airheart,
secretary and manager; and J. W. Payne, J. Arthur Williams, John B. Clopton, and W. R. Bogart on the
board of directors.

The stock sale hoped to raise $25,000 but raised $50,000 instead.

Jim Benson wrote in the March 29 1928 Progressive Age,”The manner in which ! q_ i wi“—‘Ha- '
Scottsboro and Jackson County people took up the stock offered by the JCVEIISOH Ve
Bungalow Rug Factory demonstrated that they have faith in the future of - -
Scottsboro and in its promoters, Messrs. Claude Spivey and Rankin Blg Hﬁsmry Mil
Airheart.” His short cheerleading piece ends with “let’s start something else.” 2 e sl

Sast.e w4 & 21 Che

1928: Stevenson and Paint Rock Hosiery Mills

The August 23, 1928 Progressive Age carried the news that Stevenson would
have its own hosiery mill. The Stevenson mill was announced at a meeting of .
the Commercial Club and was well underway. “It will be an organization with
a capital stock of $50,000” to produce “men’s and ladies’ silk rayon hosiery

with a production of one thousand dozen a day.” The officers were, of course,
Claude Spivey as president and Henry Grady Jacobs on the board of it tin
directors, but the other officers were Stevenson business leaders: G. H. The ving ofiitrs weve chesis
Caperton, E. K. Mann, G. L. Austin, and George Allison. “The stock was e R H £ Mar
subscribed and work will start immediately on the buildings,” the article
explained, with the mill expected to be operational by November 1. The :
Paint Rock hosiery mill was destroyed in the 1932 tornado. ' Lastin, G

| NEW OIL COMPANY ;

1928: Crystal Gas and Oil

 Crrset 00 Compene. o new | In1928, Spivey was prepared to sell stock to raise $25,000 to expand his
Wwoon Juet gpencd by ©. 20 Bungalow rug mill, but when buyers demanded more stock than he had

vt O St "L LS prepared to sell, he continued to sell and raised $50,000 instead. He

“day Jast Mos o seemed to be scrambling to invest that money and in the immediate

SE  egih i aftermath of the stock sale, he bought Crystal Gas and Crystal Oil on

a pair of sock August 2, 1928 with his brother-in-law Henry Grady Jacobs, an existing

2. The niace| business located “on the Lee Highway next Airheart Gin, Scottsboro.”

Remember at this time the Lee Highway was the road between

Chattanooga and Huntsville, along what is today Laurel Street. Willow

DOES BIG BUSINESS

was a dirt cowpath at that time.

And why not? It seemed as if everything Claude Spivey touched turned to gold. They reopened on August
6, 1928 and ran a large-print add in the newspapers. They attracted attention to their new enterprise with
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crazy giveaways from their other enterprises: a pair of sock with five GAS M”gl mME m'!

gallons, a Bungalow rug with 10 gallons. On August 10-11, it was “a quart We hitend to Bring Prices Down by
of good oil” with five gallons of gas. Buying and Handing

The paper reported success with the new enterprise. They reduced the CRYST AL GAS
prevailing local price of gasoline 23 cents a gallon and “had a big trade ANE

their opening day. “The place was crowded all day and something like CRYSTAL O[L
2800 gallons of gas was sold.” (Progressive Age) in I and § carload quantities and

pasing the saving on to you!

OPENINGMIONDAY, AUG. 6

l'mp,._.,,,m IFREE! FREE |

1929: Interest in the Underwear Factory
With our 20-20 hindsight, we today know that the stock market crash

would take place in October 1929, though in reality, the Depression in l i |
farm communities was underway already. But the Spivey and Jacobs team I By W Pty
continued to build build build. The jobs that these men created offered (RYSTAL CAS COMPANY

lucrative alternatives to farming, and the city fathers embraced them. s o i Hot o Ahaas: Gl Sesnbons

The February 28, 1929 Progressive Age announced that a new Spivey

business was”making its bow to Scottsboro”: a plant that would make
“men’s athletic underwear.”

This plant was owned by “several Scottsboro people” and the man who would eventually become Claude
Spivey’s brother-in-law, Dayton Benham, “will take an active interest in it and probably will be the
manager of it.” One of the early investors was Claude Spivey since he provided the quote for the
newspaper. “Mr. Claude Spivey is interested in the business and states that already large number of orders
have been received and this industry will start off with bright prospects. It will employ 100 people at the
start.”

1929: Buying an Expensive Silk Factory in Rhode Island

As an outside observer, it is difficult to verify, but it might well be that buying the $300,000 plant for
making silk hosiery in Providence, Rhode Island and dismantling it and moving it to Scottsboro only five
months before the stock market crash was Spivey’s fatal mistake. “Labor conditions caused the big Rhode
Island Mill to be put on the market” and Spivey did not disclose his intent to move it south as he bought
it. It was a sin of overreach.

In big headlines, the May 3, 1929 Progressive Age announced "Scottsboro Gets One of the Great All-Silk
Mills in Entire Country.” “New factory buildings have been started to house the coming machinery and it
will be only a short time until the machinery is installed here and pure silk hosiery manufacture begins.”
Spivey was becoming a local folk hero for the jobs he was bringing to struggling Scottsboro. “Mr. Spivey,
who has already done more, probably, for Scottsboro growth than any one citizen is being congratulated
on bringing this splendid new enterprise to Scottsboro and the South.”

It is difficult to be so admired and held up as the savior of the town in the midst of the Depression and
not falter.

A Lifestyle That Says Success

Seven years after their marriage, the Spiveys were ready to live the lifestyle that matched their income.
They built the large two-story house on Scott Street known today as the event-venue Fernwood. The
home featured an elegant approach with a circular driveway. The backyard featured an Olympic-size
swimming pool beloved by Scottsboro residents and the site of many cool escapes from the afternoon
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heat. A syndicated Alabama news column that summarized
Scottsboro progress noted that “the handsome new home
of Claude Spivey on South Andrews Street is nearing
completion. (The Southern Democrat, Oneonta, November 6,
1924)

Claude and his family motored to Dayton TN to visit
relatives, the May 4, 1922 Progressive Age reported. Note
that it is very early to be motoring anywhere, much less
north in to the mountains. Sister Nell visited Claude and
Clyde who are both living in Jackson County, the June 8, 2 :
1922 Progressive Age reported. He drove his wife’s father to } N Spivey about 1922
Bridgeport, the June 29, 1922 paper reported. I am betting

this is the vehicle involved.

This car is a Ford, built by Lincoln, and Lincoln was built by Russell in Canada. W. J. Webb had the first
Ford dealership in Jackson County. Benson and Padgett bought it from him in 1923. This car would have
been purchased from John Benson in 1925-6. The 1926 Progressive Age says “Claude Spivey took Wade
Woodall and John Clopton for a little spin in his new Lincoln to Stevenson and back the other afternoon.
These two gentlemen now claim the State’s ‘breath holding record.” ” People who remember the family
recall that they drove two Packards, but later cars would not have made the impact of the first, clearly one
of the first cars in Scottsboro capable of interstate travel.

Veda continued to be prominent in Scottsboro social life. For every one mention of Claude or his brother
Clyde (whose farming and dairy businesses in Larkinsville were doing very well), there were five about
Veda and her activities—her travel, her bridge club, her role in the DAR. For much of this time, she was
the vice regent of the Tidence Lane chapter, and many of the meetings were held at her home. The June
21, 1928 DAR meeting, for example, was held at the Spivey home. “Red, white and blue flowers were used
in the living room, sun parlor, and dining room. After business session, Carolyn Spivey, dressed in red,
Mary Elizabeth Snodgrass in white, and Emma Lou Larkin in blue, each carrying an American flag, gave a
little play and at the close wound a pole with red, white and blue streamers.” Poems were read and a salad
course was served with a small silk flag on each plate as a party favor. There are 620 hits on “Spivey” in the
Scottsboro papers in the Scottsboro papers between 1923 and 1942. None of them are about Clyde’s trial
or Veda’s death.

In 1924, they built the most visible remnant of their wealth and influence in Scottsboro—the four-
columned house on what is today Scott Street. A summary article about recent building in Scottsboro
talked about the completion of the Proctor
Building, the back of the Lynch Building that
housed The Progressive Age, the J. H. Wheeler
house on Willow, the O. D Kennamer
bungalow, a number of rental houses of Kyle
and Charlotte built by R. A. Coffey, an
apartment for the Pontiff Skelton house on
South Market, and “the handsome new home
e of Claude Spivey,” which the article note, “is

' gs_ o T R nearing completion.”

Spivey home immediately after construction in 1924 The impressive nature of his home was used to
woo potential customers of his products. For
example, the April 21, 1927 Progressive Age noted that “Mr. Bigelow of New York, manager buyer for the
Grant Chain Stores, and Mr. Conner of the Cannon Mills were guests of Claude Spivey the first of the
week,” men who were “instrumental in placing Scottsboro made products in all parts of the country.”

© The Jackson County Historical Association April 2020 28 of 36



ISSN-1071-2348 April 2020

The Spivey and Jacobs partnership was riding so high that by the end of 1928, §
Spivey was listed at the bottom of the Jacobs Bank Public Report, along side
H.G., R.A., and E.P. Jacobs. ¢ )

After Veda’s death and Spivey’s incarceration, Veda’s sister Annie Docia
Jacobs Harris and her husband bought the Spivey house. Rev. Mitchell Harris
was pastor of the First Baptist Church in Guntersville and left the post
because of ill health, according to the August 22, 1940 Progressive Age. The
Harrises moved to the house with their family. The house continued to be
owned by the Harris and Peet families until it was sold to Clyde Butler.

1929: The First Spivey Fire

There is no way of knowing if the July 5,1929 fire was set to generate
insurance revenue needed to cover losses. The origin was undetermined. The
July 11,1929 Progressive Age announced in a small article on page 6, “Large
warehouse burns.” and went on to explain, “The large frame warehouse of C.
E. Spivey next to the Underwear factory was burned to the ground last
Friday morning and a large amount of hay consumed. It took heroic fighting to save the gin, underwear
factory, gas station which was in close proximity to the fire.”

3 -
Spivey home before the Harris family
planted trees

The 1930s: Newspapers Are Quiet

After 1930, papers normally buzzing with news of the Spivey and Jacobs enterprises were suddenly quiet.
Farmers and merchants alike struggled. The town searched for a way to recognize the man who had
brought so many jobs and so much innovation to the county, and they spent a year with civic clubs and
churches submitting names, selecting a man to be awarded the First National Bank Loving Cup. The
award was presented on January 24, 1932 to the person who has “rendered the most service in the past 12
months. The article explained, “As manager of the Scottsboro Hosiery Mill, Mr. Spivey has rendered a
much-added service to the town of Scottsboro at this particular time. Jobs for a great number of people
have been provided and the payrolls resulting therefrom have in turn been a decided help to the business
interests of the town. In view of this, and because of his interest and help in starting and maintaining the
Scottsboro Hosiery Mill Band, his membership in civic organization, and work in movements for the
general welfare of the town, the committee thought he was worthy of the recognition.”

In March of 1932, Spivey was in New York, and his family vacationed in Florala. The Cullman Democrat
reported on June 30, 1932 that “Claude Spivey, manager of the Scottsboro Hosiery Mills and winner of the
local loving cup in 1931, is confined to Newell’s Sanatorium in Chattanooga with injuries received in an
automobile accident. Accident occurred on Main and Carter in Chattanooga. Spivey was driving Alvin
Kennamer, one of his assistants, when he was hit by a truck driven by a negro. Kennamer escaped injury;
the negro is also in the hospital. Spivey had a broken rib, abrasions, and bruises. He was unconscious for
two hours.”

The family all but disappeared from the papers in 1933, and in 1934 through 1936 only three items in the
paper mentioned the Spivey family, social news chronicling Veda’s DAR activities. Some time during this
period, Claude quietly pled guilty to 27 counts of counterfeiting and forging bills of lading for hosiery
shipments, a crime committed in 1934. He was granted probation for this first offense, but U. S. District
Attorney Jim C. Smith used this prior conviction as a reason to deny Spivey’s motion for dismissal of the
1939 charges declaring that Spivey “violated a Federal probation granted five years ago....within a year of
probation.” (Dothan Age, July 16, 1939) No information has been found about this charge, but it explains
the heavy sentence for the 1939 case.
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The 1937 paper offered some hope that the county was emerging from the Depression. The August 1937
Progressive Age reprinted an item from the South Pittsburg Hustler, which said that “South Pittsburg is
welding its way back to its former rating as an industrial city is reflected in the rapid progress made at the
United States Stove company plant where new men are being placed to work, the possibility of reopening
of the large hosiery mill and the assurance that work will be at an early date on a large gin. The largest
addition to the city’s string of plants will be launched by Claude Spivey of Scottsboro, Ala. and W. M.
Allison of Stevenson.” Allison would be tried in 1939 as a co-conspirator in the January 1938 cotton
warehouse fire, but acquitted as an unwitting accomplice in exchange for his testimony. “The location
chosen for the gin is the old pencil mill lot east of Railroad Avenue.” There was much optimism about
opening up the rich farming land of Marion County to cotton farming with the availability of this new

gin.

Fall 1937: Hatching the Cotton Fraud Scheme

The events that led up to the second Spivey fire in 1938 actually started in the fall of 1937 with preparation
for the ginning season. In the fall of 1937, Spivey purchased cotton regardless of grade and obtained
growers’ signatures on blank producers’ notes sent through the mail for the farmers’ signatures. This is what
made the crime a Federal offense. When the signed blank notes were received, Spivey filled in the notes
for a quality of cotton larger than was actually bought. Some notes were completed in pencil, which the
government would not accept, and Spivey traced and forged their signatures onto another form. The
indictments charged the these notes were taken to banks in Scottsboro and credits were paid to Spivey in
accounts, the banks in turn presenting the notes to the Commodity Credit Corporation.

A local banker, who had done business with Spivey before, guessed at what was about to happen, and
according to family stories, told ginner George Lee McCutchen to make sure he was covered in case
Spivey was arrested. Under cover of darkness and with guards posted, George McCutchen and the gin
secretary copied the actual Spivey books in the McCutchen kitchen, while Rankin and Gene Airheart
stood watch. These books showed true and correct ginning information; the banker suspected correctly
that Spivey would present the court with falsified accounting records that supported his claims. When
the warehouse burned in January 1938, Spivey made claims against his insurance company for the
incorrectly reported quantity of cotton using his falsified books.

Evidence was gathered, U. S. Deputy Marshal Shelby Phillips asserted, showing that the defendants had
“purchased cotton from producers for nine cents a pound,” regardless of grade, and had obtained the
grower’s signature on a blank producer’s note, which later was filled in for a quantity of cotton larger than
was actually bought. Roy J. McCormack of South Pittsburg and Spivey were owners of a gin at Scottsboro,
the marshal said, at which George McCutchen was ginner, Walter M. Allison (mayor of Stevenson) was a
grader, and George T. Foster was a bookkeeper.

1938: The Second Spivey Fire

The second Spivey fire was a real event, the biggest fire in Scottsboro history. Papers all over the state—
but not in Scottsboro—carried the news of the second Spivey fire on January 10, 1938. The fire occurred
in the early morning of the very day that state inspectors were to check the plant after threatening to
revoke the firm’s license, the district attorney’s office reported. This account is from the Dadeville Record:

$156,000 Worth Cotton Burned at Scottsboro: Between 3,000 and 4,000 bales of cotton valued at
approximately 156,000 were destroyed here early today when a fast-spreading fire struck the warehouse of
the Claude Spivey cotton concern. Officials of the fire department here said the fire was discovered at 3 a.
m. and was not brought under control until 7 a. m. this morning. A large garage house many car, the
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property of the TVA, was endangered by the first and firemen were able too keep the flames away from
the garage only after heroic effort. Officials of the TVA said there were 100 cars in the garage. Fire
officials said the cotton was expected to continue burning another week. J. C. Allison, official of the
cotton concerns, said all but 12 bales of the cotton were insured.”

The Decatur Daily estimated that 4,000 bales of cotton were lost. (Jan 10, 1938) It was the biggest fire in
Scottsboro history. The best summary of the case against Spivey is found in the May 30, 1938 Montgomery
Advertiser:

“Cotton Loan Fraud Case Hearing Set—1,200 Alabama Growers Are Affected in Case Developed by G-
Men.” Huntsville May 29 “A case involving allegedly unlawful use of Federal cotton loan notes worth
approximately $140,000 and affecting some 1,200 cotton growers in northeast Alabama has been set for
preliminary hearing June 28, U. S. Deputy Marshal Shelby Phillips said today. Phillips said five men
charged with ‘devising a scheme to defraud the government’ through use of cotton loan notes had made
bond after arraignment before U. S. Commissioner Robert W. Miller. The marshal said the men—Walter
M. Allison, mayor of Stevenson, Ala., Claude E. Spivey, Gordon T. Foster and George L. McCutchen, all of
Scottsboro, Ala. and Roy J. McCormack of South Pittsburg, Tenn.—were arrested on warrants sworn by
John A Roche, special agent for the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Warrants for the arrests, held by
Phillips, declared between Oct. 1, 1937 and January 1938 the defendants “did conspire so and actually did
devise a scheme for the purpose of defrauding the United States government and in furtherance of each
scheme unlawfully did make use of cotton producer loan note arrangements and also in furtherance of
such scheme did make use of the United States mail.”

The marshal said the case developed after a fire destroyed Spivey’s cotton warehouse at Scottsboro Jan. 18,
in which several thousand bales of cotton were reported burned. Phillips said Federal investigators
checked buckles and ties from the bales in the ruins of the warehouse and found them more than 400
bales short of the amount of cotton reported in the warehouse An insurance policy for $145,000 was
taken out on the warehouse a few days before the fire, the marshal said.”

Gordon T. Foster of Scottsboro and Walter M. Allison, former mayor of Stevenson, were also charged and
pleaded nolo contendere and agree to testify for the government against Spivey:.

In summer 1938, the government brought a 28-count indictment against Spivey and his unwitting co-
conspirators that included these crimes: 7 counts of violation of Section 338, the use of the mails to
defraud; 18 counts of making of false and fictitious statements in violation of Section 8o of Federal law; 1
count of conspiracy to defraud the Government by obtaining payment or allowance of false or fraudulent
claims. The government had planned to call approximately 130 witnesses and the defense could call an
equal number. The trial was set for November but had to be continued because of the number of
witnesses.

The day before Spivey’s trial started, his Warehouse Company filed suit against six insurance companies
seeking payment of $161,147 allegedly due as insurance held on cotton stored in the Scottsboro
Warehouse when it burned.” (Decatur Daily January 12, 1939) The insurance companies knew about the
pending case against Spivey and were understandably dragging their feet in paying off Spivey’s claim.

The case came before Federal Court in Huntsville on January 9, 1939 with U. S. District Attorney Jim C.
Smith as prosecutor and T. A. Murphree as judge. Spivey pleaded not guilty and was represented by
Roderick Beddow, (whose son would later represent Hugh Otis Bynum). The case took two weeks to try.
Farmers T. I Smith of Jasper, TN, “declared that he signed a blank producer’s note after receiving a check
for $30.00 from the South Pittsburg Gin Company.” The note bearing Smith’s name was filled out for
$210.28. Similar testimony came from other farmers. (Decatur Daily, January 12, 1939)

On January 21, 1939 , the Troy Messenger reported that “Claude Spivey, Scottsboro cotton warehouseman,
was sentenced to 30 years in the penitentiary today by Federal Judge Murphree following his conviction
on charges of using the mails to defraud and falsification of cotton loan papers. Spivey’s counsel said he
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would appeal the case. He was convicted on 26 counts in the indictment, which followed a fire that
destroyed his Scottsboro warehouse January 10, 1938. Spivey immediately moved to have the case thrown
out.”

The Fackson County Sentinel reported on January 23, 1939 that Spivey had filed a $25,000 appeal bond asking
that his conviction be overturned and that he be granted a new trial. This motion was denied, and Spivey
appealed his guilty verdict. Smith reminded the court that Spivey had pled guilty to charges of
counterfeiting and forging of bills of lading for hosiery shipments in 1934 and that Spivey had violated his
year’s probation almost immediately. This is why he received such a long sentence, of which he served
only five years.

On September 19, 1939, the Anniston Star reported that the United States Circuit Court of Appeals in
Montgomery would hear Spivey’s case on October 16, 1939. The hearing was actually held January 15, 1940.
The appeal was filled with technical arguments that Spivey’s attorneys Roderick Beddow and G. Ernest
Jones of Birmingham cited as grounds that the verdict should be overturned. The government
prosecutors refuted all the claims, and and that “proof is wholly wanting here. The judgment is
affirmed.” (Case 109 F.2d 181 (1940) SPIVEY v. UNITED STATES. No. 9038 Circuit Court of Appeals,
Fifth Circuit). Spivey was to serve his 30-year Federal prison sentence unless the U. S. Supreme Court
intervened. On March 16, the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans upheld the convictions from
the district court.

1939 Veda Spivey Opens a Flower Shop

For a time just after the warehouse fire, Veda and her
daughter Carolyn operated a flower shop in the location

ANNOUNCEMENT .. ..

behind the Brown Building, She apparently bought the VEDA'S FLOWER SI'IOP
business from a Mr. Emmett. The ads for Veda’s Flower itre. Veds Spivey, Ouner and Munager

Shop first appeared in the paper on October 26, 1939, e

less than five months before her death. Claude’s case FUNERAL DESIGNS, CUT FLOWERS, It
was working its way through the courts. NOVELTIES, GIFTS.

On March 5, 1940 Veda succeeded at her third attempt =P G e

to take her own life. No account of the suicide Duy Pnone 314 \ Night Phone 161
appeared in the local newspapers, but it was reported in |7 e from Fast Offiee | Seothbare,

other state newspapers. A memorial service was held by

the DAR to recognize Veda’s service. The only public acknowledgements of her passing was a notice on
the front page of the March 7, 1940 Progressive Age in which her 21-year-old daughter Carolyn stated, “It is
my intention to continue the operation and management of Veda’s Flower shop in the Brown Building. I
will greatly appreciate your patronage and friendship.” The flower shop continued to operate in
Scottsboro until 1946, though statements about the shop at that date came from a Miss Mary Larkin.

Returning to Scottsboro after Prison

When the sad tale of Claude and Veda has been told in the years since, it always ended with, “And Claude
permanently estranged from his daughters and never returned to Scottsboro and died obscurely
somewhere in Tennessee.” This is not the case.

Claude seems to have maintained a good relationship with his daughters over the years. Spivey came to
Scottsboro in 1945 when he was released from prison, remarried, and started the East Tennessee Hosiery
Mill on Market Street in Chattanooga. The family met for reunions.
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On April 19, 1945 Progressive Age article carried the headline, “Claude Spivey a Welcomed Visitor” and said:
“Claude E. Spivey, former textile mill operators, planter, and cotton merchants of Scottsboro, was here
visiting his daughter, Mrs. W. B. Wilson, Mr. Wilson, and grandson, Billy. Mr. Spivey is receiving a warm
greeting from many friends throughout Scottsboro where he established our first textile industry as well
as other businesses. At one time, he employed more than 1000 local people in his mills and industries
here and these former workers appear strong in their praise of Mr. Spivey for his fairness, his friendship in
all times of stress and need and for his ever-readiness to be of service to them. He says one of the things
he most cherishes is a loving cup given him in Scottsboro one tie for being selected for outstanding
citizenship and community assistance.” The article goes on to state that at that time, Spivey was living
with his mother in Dayton, TN.

Spivey and his second wife Grace lived in Chattanooga. He died January 27, 1978, His death might have
prompted the reexamination of his life that Carman Wann wrote in 1980 for The Daily Sentinel. As we
look back at this dynamic man and his career in Scottsboro, it is fair to ask, was Spivey just another bad
guy out to make a fast buck or, was he, as Cecil Word called him “one of the most dynamic man ever to
come to Scottsboro?” As Forrest Gump said, maybe some of both.

Annette Norris Bradford

QN

[

Spivey with his second wife, Grace Spivey at his home in Scottsboro

i
Spivey with his daughter Lunita Ellson and
granddaughter Diane in Chattanooga in the 1958
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Scottsboro’s Culinary Legacies

Some towns are known for a signature dish. Corinth, MS is known for the slug burger. It was called the
slug burger because it consisted mostly of meat substitutes that during the depression could bring the
price down to a nickel (or a “slug” as it sometimes called). Auburn is renowned for lemonade from
Toomer’s Corner. Nashville features hot chicken. Louisville, KY popularized the hot brown sandwich.
Chattanooga has the Moon Pie. Decatur, courtesy of Bob Gibson, is known for its unfairly maligned
white barbecue sauce.

And Scottsboro? By popular agreement, we have two offerings closely associated with the town: the Frito
pie and the red slaw dog.

The Red Slaw Dog

This investigation of our two local specialties began with a small group of people who recalled red slaw
dogs in the 1950s and who still enjoy the delicacy at Payne’s Soda Fountain today. Our 60 and 70 year-olds
became interested in re-engineering a reason facsimile of the dish they remembered being served at three
local sources: Reid’s Sundries (220 S Broad Street, two doors down from the Ritz Theater) where the local
version of the delicacy probably originated, Lay’s s&10 (on the square on East Laurel Street), and at
Payne’s Drug Store (on the corner of Laurel and Broad for well over 100 years) where the red slaw dog has
been a staple for decades. Red slaw was also on the menu at H&H Pharmacy (first on South Houston
Street and then on Parks Avenue) where it was used on barbecue sourced from Freck’s Chicken House
and served on sandwiches.

There is general agreement that the first red slaw dog
was served at Reid’s Sundries, where the owner’s wife,
Elizabeth, was the keeper of the recipe. Reid’s Sundries
had first been located in the Proctor Building at 205A
Market Street, home to Pine Brothers Coffee today, and
was originally owned and operated by Jim Holland. Jim
Holland sold the business, then called Drug Sundries, to
Scottsboro native and long-term mayor John T. Reid just
before WWII. Shortly after buying the business, Reid
placed a sign on the front door reading “Gone to Hitler’s
Funeral” and shuttered the business until his return from
the service when he moved to Broad Street. It’s not
known whether the red slaw dog was on the menu of
Holland’s business at the time of the transfer.

From its believed origin at Reid’s Sundries, the red slaw dog spread to Lay’s and to Payne’s, although no
one is certain which of those two businesses was the second to adopt the dish after Reid’s.

There’s also no general agreement as to how closely the three recipes resembled one another in taste or
how the flavor might have changed over the years. Some respondents say that Paynes’ red slaw dogs taste
exactly as they did in the 1950’s. Others claim there are differences. Stanley Woodall, whose father was the
pharmacist at Payne’s for years and who was in the store throughout his childhood, says that the recipe
has definitely evolved. The version he remembers was thicker and more mustardy. Current management

© The Jackson County Historical Association April 2020 34 of 36



ISSN-1071-2348 April 2020

at Payne’s concedes that the recipe was once lost in a transition of ownership, but the recipe used today
was quickly and accurately recreated by employees in the panic that followed.

An online appeal yielded four recipes, at least one of which was used to make the slaw in bulk at Lay’s
(and calling for 10 heads of cabbage as the base) and one from Reid’s. Each of the four recipes specified
exactly the same four base ingredients; however, only the one from Lay’s mentions the measure of each of
the ingredients. One recipe directed that the ingredients should be added until “the color is right.” One
submitter swore us to secrecy.

At least one contributor specified that the brand of ketchup was critical, saying that Heinz ketchup was
the preferred base. As we attempted to recreate the original, we tried both Heinz and Hunt’s, and Heinz
was the clear winner. We thought that Hunt’s had a slight smokiness that detracted from the desired
tanginess and vinegary taste of the final product.

We tested our slaw on lightly toasted buns with Nathan’s all-beef hot dogs. Here’s our best recreation:

1/4 head of cabbage (about 8 0z), chopped

7 tablespoons Heinz ketchup (or more to taste and color)
2 tablespoons yellow mustard

I tsp cider vinegar

1/4 tsp salt

4 “glubs” Tabasco sauce

Here is the Lay’s recipe published in the Heirlooms Cookbook from Highland Medical Center:

10 medium heads of cabbage
4 Gallons of ketchup

1 quart of mustard

2 handfuls of salt

1/2 bottle of Tabasco

‘We wonder if there wasn’t a transcription error at some point, since the four gallons of ketchup sounds
excessive to us. Given that there are 16 tablespoons per cup, our recipe uses about 1/4 the amount of
ketchup of the published Lay’s recipe. We are also adding proportionately more mustard than the Lay’s
recipe calls for.

‘We found that when our slaw was first mixed, it was too crunchy and tasted too strongly of cabbage. It
takes an overnight rest to make the texture and taste come together for the perfect slaw.

There is no evidence that the red slaw dog originated in Scottsboro, but it’s the dish that our returning

expatriates think of when they come home. And there’s really no substitute for Payne’s version, especially
given the 1950s ambience of the soda fountain that serves it.

The Frito Pie

In its early days, Dairy Queen stores were not bound by a set menu or by a supply chain dictated by the
franchiser. The independent stores were free to introduce their own versions of traditional offerings and
to devise unique dishes.
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In the early sixties, Scottsboro’s Dairy Queen, located at Five Points (518 E Willow St.), was owned by a
Fort Payne resident named Wallace Ingram, and managed by Ola Mae Wood. When Ola’s husband, Eddy,
returned from the service, the couple acquired the Dairy Queen from Ingram and set about refining the
store’s specialties: footlong chili dogs, steak sandwiches, parfaits, and what was generally accounted as the
best chocolate milkshake in town.

But nothing equals the Dairy Queen’s Frito pie in the public’s fond memories of the place.

Vivienne Atkins was the first to prepare one and offer it for manager Wallace Ingram’s approval. She
recalls that he immediately promoted it to the menu and priced the dish at 35 cents. Savanah Isbell Welch,
who began working for the Woods in 1962, dispels the claim we’d hoped to make that the Frito pie
originated in Scottsboro, though. She says the pie predated their first serving it. Wikipedia states that a
Frito/chili combination was first included in a cookbook in 1949 and that it was served at the Casa de
Fritos, a restaurant in Disneyland, in 1955.

The Dairy Queen’s Frito pie consisted of a small bag of Fritos, split open along the side, smothered with
Eddy Woods’ chili, and topped with shredded cheese and onions. The bag was wrapped in a napkin with a
plastic parfait spoon stuck in the top. In later years, Frito pies were served in a styrofoam cup and then in
a cardboard tray of the sort used to serve French fries.

Shortly after the Dairy Queen introduced the dish, the Dairy Twist (at 720 S Broad), owned by Bud
‘Whitaker, began serving Frito pies. The Dairy Twist still has devotees who claim that the Twist’s version
was the equal of the Dairy Queen’s.

A tew years after the Woods bought the Dairy Queen, they left the Dairy Queen franchise. They
repainted the sign atop the building to remove the curlicue on top of the soft serve ice cream, thereby
altering the trademarked familiar franchise logo. The name was changed to the Five Points Dairy Bar, but
the name change didn’t catch on; people persisted in calling it the Dairy Queen, and frequently still do
fifty years later.

The Five Points Dairy Bar burned about three years ago. As far as we know, no commercial restaurant
serves the Frito pie in Scottsboro today. Sonic Drive-In served a version until fairly recently, but today
serves only a chili/Frito “wrap.”

A recent Facebook discussion confirms that many of us still make the delicacy at home. A dollop of sour
cream and chopped fresh tomatoes are now frequent additions to the traditional ingredients.

David Benson Bradford
Join The Jackson County Historical Association:
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The WPA Chronicles: This issue and
next issue will feature the New Deal
programs that pulled America out of the
Great Depression and look at their impact
on Jackson County.
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PROGRAM
July Meeting: The Jackson County
Historical Association will meet Sunday
July 26, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. at two sites in

the eastern part of the county to dedicate

two new historical markers. We will start at Ebenezer Church in
Bryant, located at 134 County Road 301 the road across from
Bryant Junior High School. Ed Carter will talk about the history of
this church and the Gordon family. After about 30 minutes at this
site, we will drive to Flat Rock Elementary School located at 788
County Road 326 in Flat Rock. Ed Carter will talk briefly about
the former high school at this location from 1911-1929 and will have
a display of photographs of the original school campus.
Refreshments will be served at this second location. We ask that
you wear a mask and practice social distancing for this meeting, that
is, maintaining at least six feet between you and people who are not
members of your household.

For those of you who cannot join us for the dedications of these two
markers, here are the texts of those markers.

Ebenezer Church: Ebenezer Baptist Church is the oldest church
on the end of Sand Mountain. Its origins date back to an 1850s
log church and school called Gordon Chapel. Renamed
Ebenezer, the church became a member of the Tennessee River
Baptist Association circa 1875. Pioneer preachers of the church
included the Reverends Z. H. Gordon, Thomas L. Quarles, J. C.
Lambert and Thomas J. “Tom” Smith.

In 1909, the log church was replaced with a white, wood-framed
building located on three acres of land donated by James Monroe
and Millie Winters. In use a half-century, the second structure
burned on January 18, 1959. The congregation worshipped at the
American Legion Hall until July 1960, when the church’s third
sanctuary was completed. During the previous century, the
church was affiliated at different times with the Lookout Valley
(Georgia) Baptist Association and the Sand Mountain Baptist
Association.
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Erected by Ebenezer Baptist Church, the Jackson County Historical Association and Bryant Ruritan
Club. Alabama Historical Association 2019

The Gordon Family (Reverse Side): The Rev. Zachariah H. Gordon (1794-1886) was a pioneer land
owner, businessman, and settler of the area that became Bryant, Alabama. In the mid-1850s Gordon
moved his family from Walker County, Georgia, to an Alabama farm near the northern end of what
is now Jackson County Road 89. The family started a church and school called Gordon Chapel soon
thereafter. Living near the borders of three states, son John B. Gordon (1832-1904) wrote in his 1903
autobiography that before the Civil War began, his family resided in Alabama, mined coal in
Georgia, and received their mail at a post office in Tennessee. During the Civil War, John B. Gordon
served with the “Raccoon Roughs,” rising to the rank of major general. After the war, he was twice
elected to the U. S. Senate (1873 and 1891) and was Governor of Georgia from 1886-1890. In 1863,
Rev. Gordon sold his Cole City Hollow mining interests to the Castle Rock Coal Company and
relocated to southwest Georgia. He died in 1886 and is buried in Linwood Cemetery in Columbus,
Ga. The first post office in Bryant, Alabama, opened in 1891, near Moore’s Gap.

Erected during the bicentennial of Jackson County and the State of Alabama. Alabama Historical
Association 2019.

Flat Rock High School 1911-1929: In 1905, the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, authorized Dr.
Frank Gardner and his wife, Annie, to begin Flat Rock School. In 1911, Flat Rock High School
formally opened. It was the only high school on Sand Mountain north of Albertville. The North
Alabama Methodist Conference approved Dr. Gardner as the school superintendent and Robert H.
Hartford to be the first principal. The school’s first graduation was held in 1912. In 1914, construction
began on a two-story administrative building made of stone quarried from the property of Andrew
Hogue. Completed at a cost of $12,000, the new building featured four recitation halls, a library, an
office, and a large auditorium with opera-style seating. The auditorium hosted church services and
school programs beginning in 1917.

Erected by the Jackson County Historical Association, the Flat Rock Community Club, and local
citizens during the bicentennial of Jackson County and the State of Alabama. Alabama Historical
Association 2019.

Flat Rock High School 1911-1929 (Reverse Side): Flat Rock High School offered a classical
curriculum which included instruction in foreign languages, as well as a diverse agricultural course
of study. At its height, the 292-acre school campus included two dormitories, a library, v