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The Jackson County Historical Association w i l l mee t Sunday,
January 30, 2011, 2:00 p.m., in t h e Scottsboro Publ ic Library
Meeting Room. ProgramVice-President Ke l l y Goodowens’
programw i l l be anchored by a ve ry talented seamstress w h o
creates Civ i l Wa r ga rmen t s t h a t include 19‘“ century, Victorian
ba i l g owns and costumes. She w i l l be dressed in pe r i od a t t i r e
a nd w i l l d isp lay some of h e r des igner ga rmen t s on mannequins.
Please fee l f r ee to b r i ng a gues t w h o w i l l en joy a t r i p i n t o t h e
pas t and t h e refreshments tha t w i l l be served a f t e r t h e program.
2 0 11GREETINGSFROMTHE-JCHA BOARDOF DIRECTORS:
THANK YOU f o r y ou r suppor t In 2010. Yo u have many c i v i c choices, a n d t he
Jackson County HistoricalAssociation Is p roud to be one of yours .
THANK YOU fo r t rus t ing u s t o car ry o n histor ic p r e s e r v a t i o n i n ou r county f o r
wh i c h we care deeply. As t h e l a teWalter Hammer taugh t us : Jackson County
l s t r u l y I"some p l a c e spec i a l ! ”
THANK YOU fo r y o u r volunteer hours. You r hard w o r k insp i res others. The
JCHA Board of Directors l ook forward to ou r cont inued partnerships a n d t h e
g rea t wo r k s s t i l l in progress, especia l ly on ou r historic bui ld ings.
THANK YOUfo r a wonderful 2010. We can ’ t wa i t to show you wha t we have
p lanned f o r y o u in 2011! Hint : GrandOpening of t he 1860s Scottsboro Depot
Museum and t h e t h i r d annua l JCHA October Bus Tour scheduled fo r t h e
Northeast Sand Mountain area.

ANNUAL DUESWERE DUEON JANUARY 1, 2011. To ma i l y ou r dues,
send you r check to JCHA TREASURER, P. O. BOX 1494, SCOTTSBORO,
AL 35768, as fol lows:
Annual Dues (excep t Senior Cit izens) $20 .00
Senior Citizens, 65 yea rs a n d o lder $15 .00
L i fe Membership dues $155.00
PLEASEincludey o u r 9-d ig l tz i p code w i t hy o u rmembership renewa l .
IF y o u raddress changes, p l e a s e n o t i f y t h e JCHA. Members in g o o d
s tand ingr e ce i v e t h e JACKSONCOUNTYCHRONICLESin January,
A g fi l , Ju l y, a n dOctober. Youm a yu s e t h e f o rm on t h e l a s tgage.
CHRONICLES EDITOR: Ann B. Chambless, 435 Barbee Lane,
Scottsboro,AL35769 ema i l : rabc123@scottsboro.m



BUILDINGBRIDGESANDROADSIN THE KOREANCONFLICT: HISTORY
OFCOMPANYB FROMSCOTTSBORO,ALABAMA,DURINGTHE
FORGOTTENWAR, published jointly by the author,D r.RonaldH. Dykes, and
the Jackson County HistoricalAssociation, is now on sale for $25.50. D r.Dykes’
first two books jointly publishedwith the JCHA sold out quickly and are now out of
print. One of ou r JCHA members recently found a copy of D r.Dykes’ second
bookvia the internet,BUT she had to pay $200.00 for her copy. BUYHIS
LATESTBOOKWHILE IT IS STILL AVAILABLE FOR$25.50. See page 14of
this edition of THE CHRONICLES for order information.

TWOMOREJACKSONCOUNTY CENIETERIESHAVEBEENAPPROVED FOR
LISTINGON THE ALABAMAHISTORICCENIETERYREGISTER: OldPaintRock
Cemetery on Hi l l Street in PaintRockand theWilliams Family Cemetery near
Bridgeport. BellefonteCemetery was o u r first listed on the prestigiousAlabamaHistoric
Cemetery Iggister. Listingon the state cemetery register is an honorary designation.

DOYOUHAVEMORE INFORMATIONONTHEPLACECALLEDMOUNTZIONon
MUDCREEK? EditorChambless found a deed of interest in Jackson County DeedBook
G, page263,dated June9, 1856,whereby NelsonKyle,asAdministrator of the estate of
E(dward)G(reen) Kyle,deeded to John Bryant andElijahEnglish “one acre of ground to
include the GRAVEYARDAT THEPLACECALLEDMOUNTZ IONON MUDCREEK
in consideration of the sum of $2.00”.
This one acre plotwas located in the West halfof the Southeast quarter of Section2,
Township 3,Range6East. Section2 covers the 640 acres on the east side of the
community of Carns. TheWest hal fof the Southeast quarter is located south of County
Road42that runs east andwest from Cams to Fackler. This is the area whereWilliam,
Josiah, and Joshua Womack; George Smith andWillis Brown;William S.Corn; Randolph
Bryant (son of JohnBryant); and Sarah Kyle (widow of EdwardGreen Kyle) livedat the
time of the 1840census.
There is an old cemetery locatedat the end of a narrow,short side road that runs south
from County Road42. NOTE: MudCreek runs parallelwith and a short distance from
the back (southside of this cemetery).
Your editor has never found this cemetery namedon a TVA topographical map. The
earliest inscribedmarker in this cemetery records the death of JAMESM. FRENCHwho
died January 14,1831,age 8 months and 8 days. Most likely hisMotherwas PennyFrench
who was amemberof the MudCreekPrimitiveBaptist Church and probably the wife of
the John C. Frenchwho purchased land in Section3, Township 3, Range 6 East, in 1830.
Section3 is contiguous to Section 2 described above and is mostly on the west side of Carns.
Other very early residents of this area includedJames Taylor and James and PiercyBlagg.
PiercyBlaggwas a charter member of theMudCreekPrimitiveBaptist Church founded
in December 1819.
QUESTION: Does anyone knowmore about the cemetery described above? Was
MOUNT ZION the original nameof just the cemetery asopposed to the nameof a
church that adjoined this cemetery. OR COULDTHIS HAVEBEENTHE
LOCATIONOFTHE FIRSTCHURCHBUILDINGBU ILT BY THE CHARTER
MEMBERSOFTHEMUDCREEKPRIMITIVEBAPTIST CHURCHIN 1820?
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LOOIGNGBACKAT PUBLICEDUCATIONIN ALABAMA from 1875 to 1945based on
reports to the Governors from the Alabama State Board of Education:

#51 Publicexaminations must beheldin thepublic schools at leastonce in everyyear
andwhen the educationalboards aresatisfiedthat anypupilhas become thoroughly
educatedin a l lbranches offree instruction in such school they shallgive himan
honorablecertificate.
‐‐AlabamaStateBoardof Education,FirstAnnualReport to the Governor, 1875.

#3.Applicantsfor license to teach in thepublic-schools of the county must be
examinedbysuch boardof education, andif foundduly qualifiedandof goodmoral
character, must receivea license to teach in thepublic schools of saidcounty, to be
signedby thepresident andsecretary of the board.Buta diplomafromany
charteredinstitution of learningwill entitle the applicant to licensewithout
examination, onproofof goodmoralcharacter.
Alabama StateBoardof Education,FirstAnnualReportto the Governor, 1875.

#49. Every childbetween the ages of seven andtwenty-oneyears shall be entitledto
admission into andinstruction in anypublicschoolof its own raceor color in the
township in which he or she resides.
Alabama StateBoardof Education,FirstAnnualReport to the Governor, 1875.

#52. In no case shall it belawfulto unite in oneschoolboth coloredandwhite
children.‐AL StateBoardof Education,FirstAnnualReport to the Governor, 1875.

According to a report of the UnitedStatesOffice of Educationfor theyear 1939-40,
Alabama rankedfourthfrom the bottomamongthe states in averagesalariespaidto
teachers. The averagesalary listedfor white ruralschools was $619peryear. The
averagesalaryfor the UnitedStates in thatyear was $1507peryear.
‐ F r o m theReportof theAlabama EducationalSurvey Commission, 1945.

Data compiledfrom the Officeof Defense Transportation show that during1940-45
the average length of a bus rideforpupils to schools in Alabama was 12.6miles, that
one-fourth of the children who were transported in schoolbuses rodeat least17.5
miles each way to school, andthat somepupils actually rodeasfar as48miles.
‐ F r om theReportof theAlabama EducationalSurvey Commission, 1945.

Manyschoolbuildings lack adequate heatingfacilities. It isreportedthat 836 buildings
usedfor whitepupils and1704 usedforNegropupils are heatedwith unjacketed
stoves.
‐-‐From theReportof theAlabama EducationalSurvey Commission, 1945.

Oneof the outstandingweaknesses of Alabama '5schoolplants is inadequatesanitation
facilities.A recentstate-wide survey reveals that approximately 2100white children
and6945Negrochildren attendschools with notoiletfacilities.
‐ F r o m theReportof theAlabamaEducationalSurvey Commission, 1945. 3
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Patterson'sAmerican Education,Volume 5
editedbyHomerL. Patterson (published in 1908)
COLLEGEAND SCHOOLDIRECTORYOF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA
CONTAININGCOMPLETELISTAND DESCRIPTIONOFALL THE SCHOOLS,
COLLEGES.AND OTHER INSTITUTIONSOFHIGHEREDUCATION.A LISTOF THE
COLLEGEGREEK LETTERFRATERNITIES,THEIRCHAPTERS,ANDWHERE
LOCATED.A LISTANDDE‐SCRIPTIONOF THECOLLEGENEWSPAPERSAND
PUBLICATIONS.A LISTOFCOLLEGE, THEOLOGICAL, LAW,MEDICAL, STATEAND
PUBLICLIBRARIES,WITHNAMEOFLIBRARIANANDNUMBEROFBOUND
VOLUMES. ALSO A LIST OFTHE STATEAND
COUNTY SUPERlNTENDENTSOFPUBLIC INSTRUCTION,CITY SUPERINTENDENTS,
HIGHSCHOOLANDGRADED I-HGHSCHOOL PRINCIPALS. Together withmuchother
information embodyingA COMPLETEEDUCATIONALDIRECTORYCOMPILEDAND
EDITED BY HOMERL. PATTERSONPresident,American EducationalCompany

ACADEMIES AND PREPARATORY SCHOOLS (CO‐EDUCATIONAL.)
ALABAMA.
Austin Training School, Stevenson.
BarkerMemorial Seminary (colored),Anniston.
Baptist Collegiate Institute,Newton.
Cherokee Institute,Fomey.
Clebume Institute, Edwardsvllle.
Collinsvllle HighSchool, Collinsville.
ElkmontHighSchool, Elkmont.
FayetteAcademy, Fayette.
FlomatonHighSchool, Flomaton.
Gaylesville HighSchool, Gaylesvillc.
GreenAcademy, Nat.
HealingSprings Baptist Institute,Healing Springs.
Male and Female, Pisgah.
MarionBaptistAcademy, Marion.
NorthAlabama Collegiate, Trinity.
Polytechnic College andLadles' Institute,Cullman.
RobertDonnellHighSchool, Gurley.
Rock ford HighSchool, Rockford.
ShilohHighSchool,Bell.
SpringLukeCollege, Springville.
Thorsby Institute,Thorsby.
Trldeska College, Crews Depot.
University School, Clanton.
Walnut Grove College,Walnut Grove.



GREENACADEMY onNATMOUNTAIN
GreenAcademy was built and runby theMissionaryAssociation of the Congregation
Church in the summer of 1890. The school beganasatwo-room school buildingbutwas
enlargedafier the first year. It was locatedonCumberlandMountainoverlooking Peter’s
Cove nearWoodville. The first teachers were fromMinnesotaandOhio. The bell that
was installed in the cupola cost $350.00 andcouldbeheard for adistance of 10miles.
“The soil onthe plateau is fertile andwell adaptedto gardening and fruit-growing. The
chiefoccupationof the people is agriculture for cotton andcorn, and the various forms of
work connectedwith the manufacture of lumber.Themethodof muchof the living is
exceedingly primitive; large families living in asmall one-room cabin,without somuch
asawindow light. Themissionarywork here for the last fifteen years has donemuchto
change conditions, but that greater changes needyet to bewrought no one candoubt who
wil l travel but a fewmiles into the country.
Toward the favored spot of ourmissionschool the thoughts of many ayouthhavebeen
turned, who would have their vision extendedbeyondthemountains andwho would get a
broader outlook on life. To bepermitted to minister to such lives and open up to them
newvisions andawaken in themnewaspirations,maywell bedeemedagreat privilege.
We have some students in the lower grades whose parents are sovery poor that they can
not pay any tuitionwhatever for their children. Eightor ten dollars ayear, accordingto
the child's advancement,would meet the tuition for one of these.
A colony of RussianJews is locatedwithinhalfamile of our school. Most of these lefi
Russia since the Russianwar beganand are havingahardstruggle for a livelihood.Ten
children from this colony are in our school here,andweare trying very hardto keep them
in school, but their parents are too poor to evenclothe themproperly,much lesspay any
tuition. They are bright children andwith the right trainingmay bethe means of bringing
others into abetter life. Yet without some help in the way of student aid it seems almost
impossible for them to stay in school.” (Material in quotationmarkswas copied fiom
info found in Patterson’sAmericanEducation,Volume 5, published in 1908.)
E D ITOR”SNOTE: SeepageWe,history of theRussianJewish colony on CumberlandMountain
between 1903and1905.) 5



WILLIAM AND EMMAAUSTIN COLLEGE
comp i l e d by Ann B. Chambless

S i n c e Wi l l iam A. Aus t i n a n d h i s w i f e w e r e b o t h deceased be fo re
t h e co l l ege named f o r t h em w a s bui l t , t he i r exac t connect ion to
t h e co l lege rema insa mys te ry.
A ten-acre p l o t of l a n d t h a t i n c l uded t h e fi r s t b e n c h of t h e
moun ta in w a s donated f o r s c h oo l pu rposes by t h e Stevenson
C i rcu i t o f t h e Huntsv i l le D is t r i c t of t h e No r t h A labama Conference
of t h e Methodis t Ep i scopa l Church Sou th . T h e phys i ca l l oca t i on
of t h e bui ld ing w a s se lec ted by schoo l trustees, name l y J. F.
Martin, T. E. McMahan,W. M. Cowan, Michael Graham, I. P.
Russell, H. H. Hopk ins , a n dW. P. Der(r) ick. T h e trustees bu i l t a
t w o story, b r i c k bu i l d i ng“ spac i ous enough t o accommoda te 200
students”, acco rd ing to t h e ALABAMAHERALD. A newspape r
repor t s t a t ed t h i s w a s Ja c k son County 's fi r s t bu i l d i ng b u i l t
spec i fica l l y f o r educa t iona l purposes.
The fi r s t session began in February 1878w i t h Professor A. F.
Moore as President. In 1881, Alexander Frank l in Dix ,w h o had
t augh t at Mary Sharp Co l lege in Winchester, TN, f r om 1871 to
1880, became pres iden t o f W i l l i am and Emma Aus t i n Col lege. He
a n d h i s w i f e (He len Lou i se ca l l ed Nel l ie) a l o ng w i t h t h e i r t w o
o ldes t sons,Wi l l iam (ca l l edWi l l ie and/orWi l l ) a n d A l be r t Dix,
j o ined t h e co l l ege facu l t y t h a t a l ready inc luded Mrs . L izz ie A ls ton
w h o t a u g h t mus i c f o r a t l e a s t 5 o f t h e co l lege ’s in i t ia l years .
A . F. a n d Nel l ie D ix ’s daugh t e r, Ha t t ie L i l l i s (D imp le ) D i x Ha l l
(1867-1949), w ro te a de ta i l ed f am i l y h is tory t h a t i nc l uded h e r
fami ly ’s m o v e to Stevenson, Alabama, w h e n s h e w a s 13 yea rs
o ld . Some of h e r mo r e in te res t i ng observat ions abou t l i f e in
S tevenson dur ing the i r three-year res idency a r e i nc l uded be low :
Dur ing t he i r fi r s t y ea r in Stevenson (1881), s h e w a s n o t in schoo l
“ f o r t h e reason t ha t s h e h a d no classmates” . At t h e a g e of 13,
s h e w a s read ing V i r g i l a n d Xenophon’s “Anbas is ” a n d s tudy ing
a l geb ra a n d geometry. In 1881, “ t h e r e we r e no pup i l s in school
so w e l l advanced”. A f t e r Dimple ’s Mo the r fi n i s h ed h e r teach ing
du t i e s e a c h afternoon, D imp l e wen t to t h e co l l e ge a n d s tud ied
chemis t ry a nd t o o k mus i c lessons f rom Mrs . L izz ie A ls ton w h o
became “a dear ly be loved f r i end o f t h e en t i r e fam i l y ” . 6



WILLIAM AND EMMA A U S T I N COLLEGE (Continued)

D imp le D i x ment ioned wa l k i ng “ d o w n t h e m o u n t a i n ” f r o m t h e
co l lege w i t h h e r brother Wil l a n d Mrs. A ls ton w h e n s h e a n d Wil l
fin ished t h e i r music lessons. Of t h e i r homeward t rek , D imp le
further stated:
“ T h e Co l lege w a s bu i l t t a k i n g f o r g r a n t e d t h a t M r. (Wal ter) Rosser
w h o o w n e d t h e l a n d b e t w e e n t h e t o w n a n d t h e c o l l e g ew o u l d
g i v e t h e m a r o a d t o i t . W h e n h e w a s fi n a l l y asked, h e fl a t l y
refused.....told t h e m to g e t the re t h e best w a y t h e y could.. . .which
mean t t h e footpath o v e r a s p u r of t h e moun ta in or t w o mi les
a round h i s land f o r vehic les. He is dead now. There ’s a r o a d
through, a n d t h e o l d c o l l e g e bui ld ing is t h e Grammar schoo l
bu i ld ing in Stevenson.”
EDITOR’S NOTE: Dimple’s m e m o i r w a s w r i t t e n abou t 40 y e a r s
a f t e r h e r Will iam a n d E m m a Aust in Col lege s c h o o l days .
D imp le ment ioned t h a t h e r fi r s t d a t e w a s a t t h e a g e o f 13 a f t e r
t h e fam i l y m o v e d to Stevenson. S h e gave h e r da te ’s n a m e as
Dave Mart in and s ta ted t h e y “ w e n t f o r a w a l k up to t h e reservo i r
w i t h h e r brother (Al)bert a n d h i s sweetheart, C issa Co tnam. ”
Dimple fur ther s t a t e d “ t h e reservoi r w a s bui l t by t h e ra i l road f o r
t h e i r w a t e r supply a n d w a s t h e wa te r supp ly f o r t h e w h o l e town
a n d q u i t e a rendezvous f o r t h e young people . ” Dave t o l d h e r t h a t
n i g h t “ s h e w o u l d be s a f e a n y w h e r e w i t h anybody ... . . that h e r
p u r i t y a n d innocence w e r e a stone w a l l around h e r . ”
T h e n e x t t w o years , D imp le h a d t w o classmates, Emma Russel l
a n d A d a Longacre. A d a boarded in t h e Dix ’s home, a n d Emma
Russel l l i ved n e x t d o o r to t h e D i x fami l y. D imp le s ta ted “ i t w a s
a lmos t a 24-hour assoc ia t ion of t h e three. ” They p l a n n e d p lans
a n d dreamed dreams a n d h a d a “sec re t s o c i e t y of t h r e e
members . ” They s ta r t ed to w r i t e a b o o k t o g e t h e r a n d ca l l ed i t
THE BLACK GHOST OF ELMWOOD...the scene l a i d in M t . Vernon,
Flor ida “ o f w h i c h t h e y k n e w e x a c t l y noth ing” , b u t t h e y s o o n
found wr i t i ng “ t i resome” a n d abandoned the i r nove l .
A . F. D i x w a s a l s o a B a p t i s t m in is te r a n d p r e a c h e d at t h e o n l y
chu rch in Stevenson w h i c h w a s nondenominational.
In 1883, t h e D ix fami ly ’s m o v e to Union Spr ings ,Alabama, ended
Dimp le ’s s imp le desc r ip t i ons o f l i f e in S tevenson in t h e 18805. 7



THEACADEMY AT PISGAH,ALABAMA: THEBEESONACADEMY

The correct name of the Pisgahmale and female academy previously mentioned in
the list onpage4was the BEESONACADEMY. The best extant history of this
academywas written by EmmetB. andRichardL. Wheeler in the early 1970s and
included in their HISTORYOF PISGAHBAPTIST CHURCH 1851-1973. The
following is taken directly from pages 14and 15of theWheeler brothers’ 24-page
church history:

THE BEESONACADEMY ESTABLISHED
“The State of Alabama, from 1819when it first becamea state, had done very little,
or nothing, toward the education of its common citizens. The economy of the state
was based upon the growth and sellingof cotton. This economy was dominated by
the largeslave-holding plantation owners,who could not have cared less about the
education of the lower strata or ‘poorwhite trash’ asthey were called by the
wealthier slave holders. The stronghold of this landed gentry was in what is
commonly called ‘TheCotton Belt’ or black belt section of the state. The children of
these plantation owners were sent to private schools in the north and east. Some
were sent to Europe.
Nothing,or little,was done to implement the Acts of the (Alabama)State
Legislatureestablishinga public school system in the state before 1907.
During1900-1917,religious denominations established several academies which
were designed to aid students to receive an education through high school. THE
BEESONACADEMY was one of these schools, but it was not opened for the
students unti l 1914-1915. The landon which the Academy was built consisted of
eleven acres given to the BaptistHomeMissionboardby the S.C. Estes family
about 1912. The BeesonAcademy was named in honor of John J(ustice) Beeson, the
fourth pastor of MountPisgahChurch, 1880-1897. The first principal of the
Academy was J. M. Langston (1914-1915). The faculty consisted of the principal
and oneother teacher, Miss Burleson. Courses of study ranged from the first grade
through the twelfth.
A dormitory was built to house students from a distancewho could not live at home
and attend school. It was a humble beginningbut certainly a giant step forward in
education for the children of Pisgahand SandMountain. Many of the students at
the BeesonAcademy were enabled to enter college and complete their education.
The Academy continued to grow unti l 1920,when the buildingwas destroyed by
fire.
Classes were continued unti l 1921in the church buildingwith James H. Jarnigan as
Principal. 'In 1921,the land onwhich the Academy stoodwas sold to the Jackson
County Boardof Educationasa site for Pisgah’s first public school. The present
buildings ofjhe PisgahSchool stand on that land. Thus, a glorious chapter in the
history of the PisgahBaptist Churchwas closed.”
EDITOR’sNOTE: John Justice Beesonwas bornJuly 17,1835. Hewas aBaptist
ministerM71869. He served in the CSA during theCivi lWar. It was hewho helped
organize theFirstBaptist Church in Scottsboro in 1868. He died on Oct 31 1897,
and he and hiswife Fanny are buried in the Center Point Cemetery. 8



Jackson County,Alabama's EarlyKibbutz
Originally published in the Atlanta Jewish Times
--by Trudy Tn'vers, written about 1987
They camewith an idea, an ideal, to work the land, to produce a product, to share the toil,
to share the hardships, to build, to develop‐a community, a home.’ The soil was hard--a barren
wilderness; lifewas simple, primitive, harsh; yet, they persevered; they tried to prove
something. These pioneers settled the hinterland; they worked together for the common good.
They were the first kibbutzniks. They settled the first kibbutz in‐the Southern U S , in northern
Alabama.

Our history books tell us that the first kibbutz in Israelwas Degania, built in 1909. History
books should tell us that the first kibbutz in the Southern United Stateswas a collective farm
and a shirt factory built in 1903, six years before Degania, and in, of all places, the top of
Cumberland Mountain in northern Alabama. My great uncle, Morris Brandman, was one of these
early kibbutzniks, though I’msure none of them hadever heard of that word. They called their
settlement a colony.
The first kibbutz in the South was the dream of Jacob Daneman, an idealist and pioneer. He
and the other members of the colony, around forty families, envisioned a community where the
wealth would be shared and everyone would work for the common good. The endeavor,
organized in NewYork, was sponsored by the Mechanics IndustrialCompany, a labor
organization. The colonists' ideals and pioneering spirit brought them from the
shtetls of Russia to the sidewalks of NewYork, and finally to a
mountain top in northernAlabama. Here they
wished to find a better life and to have an opportunity to realize their dreams.
Their dreams did not last long, just three short years. The soil on this mountain property
was too poor. The crops were scanty. Dave K0pkin, nephewof Sam K0pkin, one of the colony’s
members, said of his uncle and the other kibbutzniks, “They tried to farm, they just weren’t
farmers.” There were other problems aswell. The shirt factory owned bythe Kaplan family was
not doing well, not enough orders, and the wages earned were meager.
Uncle Brandmanmet and married his bride, lda Daneman, sister of Jacob Daneman, the
founder of the mountain kibbutz. The young couple were duly married by a Rev. Ephriam
Mennen, an itinerant rabbi, who performed various services for the community, though
Chattanoogawas his home. His daughter, Rose Lefkoff, recalls that she was told howmany
times her father left home to go to the settlement to minister to their needs. She remembers his
description of the primitive living conditions and the hardships faced by the members. “Once
when he came to perform a brit millah, he looked for the newmother andwas amazed to find
her working over a hotwash tub. in those days, this was just not done. Hewas shocked that she
was out of bed and doing this kind of heavywork, so soon after the birth of her child."
Life in the colony meantworking literally from “dawn till dusk.” The membersworked in
the shirt factory, a sweatshop by our standards; then, they worked at the farm chores. They
shared the responsibilities and profits, which according to Harry Daneman, the now 87‐year-old
son of the founder, were few. “They also raised chickens, geese and hogs. The hogswere not for
them to eat; they were for sale to the local people.” The group was dedicated and determined to
make a go of their enterprise, but after only three years, the colony disbanded.“ Said, Daneman,
“They just went broke.”
Yet, there is an underlying feeling by many of the descendants that certain internal
problems plagued the community which, may in the end, have been most responsible for its
demise. For three years they endured the harshness of the cherty,
Alabama soil, their inexperience as new kibbutzniks, and the
financial failure of the Kaplan’s shirt industry.The central conflict, which
could not be endured, was the difference in philosophy among the colony’s members. The
philosophical differences revolved around the issues associated with religious observance.
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Though the Rev. Mennen came to the colony when needed for life cycle a
events, there was no rabbi there on a regular basis. Circumstances prevented complete
observance. Shabbat could not be celebrated properly. A complete Jewish lifewas impossible. \y
The short distances from even the small Jewish communities of Birmingham and Chattanooga
were too far by horse and buggy, and the train was very expensive. They were, thusly, denied
access to a synagogue, a mikva, and a cemetery. (One member of the colony, Mrs. Kolanchek,
died of consumption, and her bodywas sent back to Chattanooga. I was unable to find her
buried in one of our local Jewish cemeteries, so I assume her bodywas sent on to NewYork).
For some members of the group, these inconveniences did not matter, but for others it was the
deciding factor which led them to leave the colony.)
There is also some evidence that not all of the colony’s members had the same dedication
to the Labor Union’s socialistic ideals. My mother, Ida Brandman Gault, swears that Uncle
Morris Brandmanwas not a socialist. “Unclewas different," she said. "He and my father, Louis
Brandman, who came to America several years later, never belonged to the Far Bond or the
Arbiter Ring, theWorkman's Circle. Uncle told me,when I was a child, that when he
got o f f of the boat in NewYork, he was approached by two menwho told
him of a job opportunity in Alabama at a shirt factory. They even paid hisway
down." (It is my guess that his two benefactors were representatives of the Hebrew ImmigrantAid
Society or founders of the colony who were looking for additional members).
Well, bethat asitmay, the kibbutz did notmake agoofit. Great-uncle Morris and Great‑
aunt Ida left the cabin that he had builtwith his own hands, came down the
mountain at Paint Rock, and took the train back to Chattanooga, which would
become their home. Uncle Brandman purchased a house and store at 25th andWilliams Street,
and encouraged his brother, my Poppy, to move to Chattanooga. Mygrandfather, Louis, and his
bride, Gussie, came to Chattanooga from NewYork on their honeymoon. I was told that Uncle
bought a load of Alabama watermelon as the first produce for his grocery store. Poppy purchased
a house and store just five blocks down the street at 20th andWilliams Street. Both brothers
prospered as Momand Pop grocers.
The other members of the colony scattered to the surrounding larger towns as well. k
Kaplan's shirt factory moved to Chattanooga, and his descendants still live here, but they are no
longer in the shirt business. Mr. Daneman came to Chattanooga and started a carpentry
business. Mr. Kopkin came also, and went to work for Mr. Daneman. Among other buildings,
they built Elesays, a jewelry store and once a Chattanooga landmark. The Rev. Mennen opened
a furniture store, and his family, too, still live here.
So, the first kibbutz in the southern U. S. came to an end, January 30th, 1906, “not with a
bang butwith a whimper.” Yet, in retrospect, there were many positive aspects of their
adventure. Though their dreamwas not fulfilled, the colonists could always feel that they had
that opportunity to try to reach their goals. They were part of a Jewish ideal, and though it didn’t
work in northernAlabama, the kibbutz movement did catch on in Palestine, and enabled its
pioneers to establish the Land of Israel.We may ask, “What about comraderie and friendship?”
Well, despite their differences, the colony’s members always trusted and respected each other.
Those who came to Chattanooga worked together, socialized, and their children even married
one another. Rose Lefkoff said of them, “According to Papa, it was never necessary for a piece
of paper, a contract, to pass between them.” They were in the fullest sense of the word,
chaven'm, Iandsmen, you know,what we call in the South, just like kin.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Through U. S. census records, I verified that the Daneman family lived in
Chattanooga, TN, in 1910 and 1920. Jacob Danemanwas enumerated as a building contractor in
the 1910 and 1920 Hamilton County, Tennessee, censuses. The 1930 Hamilton Co, TN, census
listed Jacob Daneman as a house painter and showed that he and hiswife, Janie, had both
obtained their U. S. citizenship in 1891.
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ROBERTT. SCOTT (1800-1863) and ELIZABETHANNSCOTT (1809-1873)
by Ann B. Chambless

Robert T. Scott’s life is a portrait of a man dedicated to serving his community,
county, and state. He was educated and skilled in the art of politics and city
planning. His parents,William A. andJane (Thomas)Scott,welcomed him into the
world on December 1, 1800,in Granville County,NorthCarolina. After selling his
church pew in the (Raleigh ) First PresbyterianChurch,William A. Scott movedhis
family from Raleigh,NorthCarolina, to MadisonCounty,Alabama in 1817.
(WilliamA. Scott died at Maysville,Alabama, onDecember25, 1828.)
In 1826,Robert T. Scott returned to NorthCarolina andmarriedElizabethAnn
Parsons,daughter of Vincent Parsons of Morven,Anson County,NC. From 1830
to 1834,Robert T. Scott representedMadisonCounty,Alabama, in the Alabama
Legislature. After RobertT. andElizabethAnn Scott moved to Bellefonte,hewas
elected to represent Jackson County in the Alabama Legislature. (Heserved seven
terms between the years of 1836and 1854). At various times during these years,
Robert T. Scott served aseditor of the BELLEFONTECOURIER newspaper,
practiced law, served asJackson County Circuit Clerk, and receivedvarious
committee and commission appointments by Alabama governors. His service in
prosecutingAlabama claims for advances madeon account of the Indianand
MexicanWars requiredmany trips to Washington,D.C. In 1860,M r . Scott served
asan Alabama delegate to the DemocraticParty’s BaltimoreConvention that
nominatedJohn C. Breckinridge to r u n for US.President against Abraham
Lincoln.
Between 1848and 1859,RobertT. Scott purchased 1240acres in the area known
today asScottsboro. By 1850, M r . andMrs.Robert T. Scott hadmoved from
Bellefonte to their new home located almost in the center of Section 29,Township 4,
Range6 East. (1850 location is based on names of their neighbors at the time of the
1850 census.) RobertT. Scott and one of his neighbors,JosephWilson, established
a saw mil l and grist mi l l in the early 1850s,AND RobertT. Scott set up the first real
estate office in the fledglingvillage first called Sage Town and subsequently Scott’s
Mi l l ,Scott’s Station, Scottsville, Scottsborough, and finally Scottsboro. M r . Scott
and his saw mil l business partner,JosephWilson, bothmet their deaths at the
hands of Federal troops during the CivilWar.
Before his death in June 1863,Robert T. Scott had at least ten years to witness his
long-helddream become a reality. Hewas an integral part of the infancy of a new
town that included two parallelmain streets linedwith business houses and family
residences. With his guidance andmotivation, the brickMemphis and Charleston
RailroadDepot (completed in 1861)became the hub of the town that would forever
bear and honor his name.
The first mayor of Scottsboro was appointed by Alabama GovernorWm. H. Smith
in 1869. When the first city electionwas held in 1870,Robert T. Scott’s son,D r .
RobertT. Scott, Jr.,was electedmayor. Both father and son are buried in the Scott
Family Cemetery that overlooks the intersection/(overpass) of Highway35 and the
John T. ReidParkway section of Highway 72. 11



RobertT. Scott (1800-1863) and ElizabethAnn Scott(1809-1873) Continued

At the time of the 1870 census, Elizabeth Ann Scott livedwith her son, D r .Robert T. \V
Scott, and his young family. They were livingnext door to James Beesonwho
operated a hotel located on the corner of present day Houston Street and Mary
HunterAvenue.
Robert T. Scott “appointed and constituted” his wife, ElizabethAnn Scott, ashis
“sole Executrix to carry into execution “ his Last Wi l l and Testament.
SOURCE: Page 390 of Jackson County Chancery Court FinalRecordE.
He further stated he had “the fullest confidence in her prudence and integrity” and
did not require that she should give bond and security to administer upon his estate.
He also stated it was his wish that his property “be kept together during the lifetime
of my wife asit wi l l grow more valuable without a division”. He further granted her
“ fu l l and ample power to controland manage the same during her lifetime”.
The widow Scott donated land to the Memphis and Charleston Railroad Company
for a side-track work site, and she sold additional lots for businesses on Main Street
(presently MapleAvenue) and lots in the residential section north of Main Street.
She and her children also gave the land for the court house built in Scottsboro in
1870 and for the first Scottsboro College and Normal (near foot of Tater Knob.)
ElizabethAnn Scott died on October 13,1873,and the Scott property was then
divided among their heirs per the Chancery Court FinalDecree dated December
1874. Earlier that year ( in August) a Plat labeled ExhibitA was prepared to show
five allotments. With the exception of the land in Section 19,the bulk of the 783- ~
acre estate was located in Sections 29,30, 31, and 32 in Township 4, Range 6. The
Scott heirs were:
1. Robert T. Scott,J r. (marriedJudith M. Buchanan of Anson Co,NC,on February
7, 1861)who drew L o t 2.
2. Lucy H. Scott (married Robert Hugh Bynum on December 26, 1866) who drew
Lot 5.
3. Walter Scott (married Missouri Chambless on October 17,1857) He was
deceased by 1874.
Walter’s minor heirs included: Ann Scott,Forrest Scott, and Warren Scott who
drew Lo t 1. According to an 1882 deed, Warren Scott lived in Tarrant County, TX.
4. Charlotte Scott (married James T. Skelton in 1850 or 1851)and drew Lo t 3.
5. Mary Jane Scott (marriedJames M. Parks on July 22, 1852) and drew L o t 4.
EDITOR’S NOTE:
Members of the Jackson County HistoricalAssociation who are descended from
Robert Thomas and ElizabethAnn (Parsons) Scott include and/or included:
Mark Scott Skelton, the lateJessie Sue Bynum,and the late John B. Tally I V .
Mark Scott and Vesta Lou Skelton’s children are Scott Skelton and Andy Skelton.
The Skeltons descend from Charlotte (Bynum) Skelton, daughter of RobertHugh
and Lucy H. (Scott) Bynum.
John B. and Blanche Tally’s children are John B. Tally V, William W. (Bil l) Tal ly,
and Nancy (Tally) Loper. The Tallys descend from Sydney (Skelton) Tally who
was a daughter of Charlotte (Scott) and James T. Skelton. 12 ‘K



JCHAANNUAL BUSTOURSURVEYFORM

In order to make our 2011JCHABusTour the best ever, IF you went on the
2010 PaintRockValley tour , please answer the following questions and
bringto the January 30, 2011, programmeetingor mail it without a return
address if you want to remainanonymous.
Mailingaddress: JCHA, PO.Box 1494,Scottsboro,AL 35768

1. In October 2010,which buswere you on? (please circle all choices)
(a) BusOne (b) BusTwo

2. Didyou learn something you did not previously knowwhile on the tour?
(a) Yes (b) No

Comment

3. Was the food satisfactory? (please circle)
(a) Yes (b) No
Comment:

4. Could you hear your bus narrator?
(a) Yes (b) No
Comment

5. On ascale of 1to 5,with 1beingpoor and 5beingexcellent, howwould
you rate the overall tour?

6. What, if anything,would you change about your experience?

7. What suggestion(s) would you make for the 2011 tour already being
planned for the NorthSandMountainarea?
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BOOKS FOR SALE
BUILDING BRIDGES AND ROADS IN THE KOREAN CONFLICT:
HISTORY OF COMPANY B FROM SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA, DURING
THE “FORGOTTEN WAR” pub l i shed i o i n t l y by t h e author, D r. Ronald H.
Dykes , a n d t h e JCHA is d iv ided i n t o fi v e sec t ions . T h e fi r s t i s a b r i e f
h is to ry o f t h e Korean C o n fl i c t . T h e s e c o n d sec t i on i s a h is to ry o f
Company B w h i c h w a s pa r t of t h e 151" Combat Engineers Bat ta l ion
headquar tered in Huntsvi l le, AL . T h e th i rd sec t i on inc ludes D r. Dykes ’
in te rv iews w i t h 13 members o f Company B. T h e four th s e c t i o n
cons is ts of 18 half-page p i c t u r e s t a k e n by J a k e Word, t h e ba t t a l i on
pho tog rapher dur ing t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f h i s tou r in Korea . T h e fi f t h
s e c t i o n i s an append ix t h a t i nc ludes in te rv iews w i t h t w o veterans w h o
w e r e i n t h e C o n fl i c t b u t n o t i n C o m p a n y B .
T h e p r i c e o f t h e book i s $25 .50 by m a i l o r i t m a y be p i cked up a t t h e
Scot tsboro Pub l ic L ibrary or t h e Scottsboro-Jackson C o u n t y Her i tage
Cente r f o r $22.95. I f o rder ing by mai l , s e n d y o u r check payab le to t h e
J C H A in t h e amount of $25.50 to JCHA, P.O. B O X 1494, SCOTTSBORO,
ALABAMA 35768-1494. Yo u w i l l w a n t to o rde r you r c o p y now, s i nce a
l im i t ed number o f cop ies o f t h i s g rea t book abou t t h e Korean Confl i c t
a r e avai lable. D r. Dykes’ o t h e r t w o books s o l d out q u i c k l y, and, w h e n
ra re c o p i e s c a n be found v i a i n t e r n e t sources, these t w o out-of -pr in t
b o o k s h a v e s o l d f o r as m u c h as $200 .00 a c o p y .
THE HISTORY OF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, by J o h n R.
Kennamer, 1935 edit ion, re -pub l i shed by t h e JCHA. P r i c e by m a i l i s
$23 .00 . M a i l c h e c k payab le to J C H A HISTORY BOOK a n d m a i l t o
HISTORY BOOK, P. O . B O X 1494, SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA 35768‑
1494.

RENEW MEMBERSHIP JANUARY 1
MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW OR RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES - $20.00 Senior Ci t izens ( 6 5 or o lder ) - $15 .00
L i f e Membersh ip - $150.00
M a i l c h e c k to JCHA, P. O. B O X 1494, SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494
Please provide:
NAME
ADDRESS

C I T Y S TAT E ZIP CODE
I F PA I D 2 0 11 d o e s N O T a p p e a r o n y o u r m a i l i n g l a b e l , PLEASE
f o r w a r d yo_ur c h e c k to J C H A Treasurer. I nc l ude 9-d ig i t z i p code .
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The Jackson Coun ty Historical Association w i l l mee t Sunday,
Apr i l 17, 2:00 p .m . , at t h e home of Lew is Robinson on County
Road 30 abou t a m i l e wes t of Larkinsvi l le. M r. Rober t Gamble,
Alabama His tor ica l Commission SeniorArch i tec tura l Histor ian
s ta ted : “ The r e is no ques t ion that t h e house is Nat ional Reg is te r
mater ia l . Greek Revival-style cot tages a r e r a r e in t h e Tennessee
Val ley a n d even mo re ra re in Jackson County. ”
Dur ing t h e tour of t h e Mason-Robinson House, o u r h o s t w i l l share
h i s knowledge of h i s h ome t h a t w a s bu i l t in t h e mid-1850s. M r.
Robinson h a s u sed v in tage co lo rs f o r bo t h t h e in ter ior and
ex te r io r o f h i s house . The o n c e w h i t e ex te r io r i s n o w a deep
ye l l ow w i t h a g reen door and w indow t r im. Lew i s s t a t ed h i s
restorat ion is a w o r k in progress. H i s on l y reques t is t ha t ladies
in at tendance should wea r flat-heel shoes d u e to t h e sma l l
crev ices i n t h e or ig ina l w i d e - p l a n k . p o p l a r floors . A l l i n
at tendance shou ld dress comfor tably, as t h i s w i l l n o t be a sea ted
meet ing . (There w i l l bea f e w cha i r s p rov i ded f o r those w h o can no t s tand
f o r l ong periods.)
SEEPAGES3-6 f o r a b r i e fh is togzof t h e Mason-RobinsonHouse.
ANNUAL DUESWERE DUEON JANUARY 1, 2011 . To ma i l you r
dues, send y o u r c h e c k to JCHA TREASURER, P. 0. BOX 1494,
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768, as fo l lows:
Annual Dues (excep t Sen ior Citizens) $20 .00
Senior Citizens, 65 yea rs a nd o lde r $15 .00
L i f e Membership dues $150 .00
PLEASE inc lude y o u r 9 -d ig i tz i p c o d e w i t hy o u rmembersh ip
renewa l . IF y o u raddress changes, p l e a se not i l fy t h e JCI-IA.
Members i n g o o ds t and i ng r e ce i v e t h e JACKSONCOUNTY
CHRONICLES in January, Apr i l , Ju l y, a n dOctober. Youm a gu s e
t h e f o rm on t h e l a s tp g g g
CHRONICLES EDITOR: Ann B. Chambless, 435 Barbee Lane,
scottsboro, AL 35769 emai l : rabc123@scottsboro.org



NEWS RELEASE: THE JCHA NEEDSYOUR HELP! ! ! ”
J U LY 2011: TARGET DATE f o r open i ng SCOTTSBORO DEPOT MUSEUM

by Ann B. Chambless

The Memphis and CharlestonRailroad Scottsboro Depotwas opened in
the firs t hal fof 1861. One hundred fifty years later, the depot is
scheduled to re-openas the Scottsboro DepotMuseum in July 2011.
The brick depot on the corner of Houston Street andMapleAvenue
served as both the passenger and freight depot until 1891,when a new
passenger depot was bui l t a block east of the old depot. The freight
depot remained an important hub in Scottsboro’s and Jackson County’s
economic activities for 130years. When the freight operation was
decommissioned in 1991,the JCHA beganworking with Scottsboro City
Fathers to acquire the building for use asa museum. The Scottsboro
Depotwas added to the NationalRegister of Historic Places in 1998,
and the JCHA placeda historic marker near the entry of the building.
When the historical association became the building’s guardian, it was
in sad shape. The exterior and the interiorwere in a rapid state of
deterioration, asno preventivemaintenance had been done by the
railway for a number of years. Association members began a fund
raising project, and donations have been received from individuals, the
BynumFoundation, and the local LegislativeDelegation.
Major repairs includea new roof, painting, restoration of the floors,
proper lighting,and installation of heatingand air conditioning. A l l
floor space now has temperature control to meet museum standards for
preservation of artifacts. The interiorwalls and tr im were painted to
match original paint samples found during the renovation.
In 2011, it is time to fi l l the depot with exhibits and artifacts that wi l l
tell the early history of Scottsboro and Jackson County. The museum
committee is presently searching for at least two antiquewooden
showcases with glass tops to exhibit and protect small artifacts. We
need historical articles to grace the walls. The committee is striving for
a varied collection....everything from railroad artifacts to vintage
clothing, to old pictures,documents, pottery,and suitable furniture.
Do you have family items suitable for o u r museum exhibits? We need
YOUR help to fil l the Scottsboro DepotMuseum! The museum ‘
committee’s goal is to once again swing open the doors to Scottsboro’s
oldest surviving brick landmark in July 2011! Formore info, please
contact committee chair KellyGoodowens (kgoodowenséflchartennet)
or Ann B. Chambless (rabc123@scottsboro.org) or (256-574-3556). 2



THE MASON-ROBINSON HOUSE RE-VISITED
AFTER RESTORATION BY LEWIS ROBINSON

By Ann B. Chambless
The Mason-Robinson House l oca ted on Coun ty Road 30 in Jackson
Coun ty, Alabama, has an i l lust r ious his tory. Jackson Coun t y
H is to r i ca l Assoc ia t ion membe rs w i l l be t h e guests of t h e i r f e l l ow
member, Lew i s Robinson, on Ap r i l 17, 2011. Dur ing Lew i s ’
me t i cu lous restora t ion work , he uncovered seve ra l examp les of
o r ig ina l pa i n t co lo rs . T h i s a l l owed M r. Robinson to u s e some
exuberant co lo rs popular in t h e 1850s when refurb ish ing t h e in te r io r
a n d ex te r i o r o f h i s home . No th ing cou ld be more enchan t i ng t h a n
t h e recen t t rans format ion of t h e r o oms in t h i s house wh i c h a r e
enhanced by t h e owner ‘s pe r iod furn i tu re .
Lewis Robinson i s an accomp l i shed des igner w i t h l oca l roo ts w h o
moved b a c k home a f t e r l i v ing in N e w Orleans. Lewis ’ des ign and
res to ra t ion w o r k wh i le in N e w Orleans w a s inc luded in severa l
pub l i ca t i ons inc lud ing NEW SOUTHERN CLASSICISM: T h e
Residential Archi tecture of Barry Fox and PRESERVATIONIN PRINT.
Mr. Robinson is sel f-employed a n d does consu l ta t ion to severa l a rea
arch i tec ts .
N o w t h a t t h e reader h a s been b r i e fl y in t roduced to t h e cur rent
owne r of t h e Mason-Robinson House, le t ’s mee t t h e bui lder a n d fi r s t
owners. On March 26, 1853,Winfie ld Sco t t (hereaf ter referred to as
W. S. Mason) a nd Frances Mason purchased t h e we s t ha l f o f Sec t i on
19, Townsh ip 4 , Range 5 Eas t f r om Beverly a n d Mary Keeb le f o r t h e
cons idera t ion of $6400.00. T h e deed w a s f o r 319 ac res w i t h one
a c r e excep t ed a t t h e Bap t i s t g raveyard . An y house on t h i s property
in 1853 most l i ke ly w a s 30 to 35 years o l d a n d cons t ruc ted of logs .
S i x mon ths later, i n Sep tembe r 1853,W. S . Mason o f Gi les Coun t y,
Tennessee, purchased “ 1 5 9 acres, t w o rods, a n d t h r ee ‘A squa re
p o l e s (w i t h one ac re o f f t h a t h a d been previously deeded to t h e
Bap t i s t Church)” f r om John a n d Mary Jones f o r t h e considerat ion of
$3170.00 . Th is w a s l oca ted in t h e southwest c o m e r o f Sec t i on 18,
Townsh ip 4, Range 5 East, a n d l i e s immediately no r t h of Mason’s
319 ac res pu r chased f r om t h e Keeb les .
REFERENCE: Jackson Coun ty, AL Deed Book 6-284 and V-258-259.
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THE MASON-ROBINSON HOUSE RE-VISITED CONTINUED

An en t r y i n t h e Dav id La rk in estate se t t l emen t s h ow s t h a t W. s .
Mason pa id t h e La r k i n esta te $217.00 in January 1858 f o r lumber.
This wou l d have pa i d f o r a s izable del ivery of d ressed l umbe r
be tween 1854 and.1857. In 1993, Mr. Rober t Gamble, Alabama
His to r i ca l Commiss ion Sen i o r Arch i tec tu ra l H i s t o r i an s ta ted :
“ The r e i s no ques t i o n t h a t t h e house i s Na t iona l Reg is te r
mater ia l . G reek Revival-sty le cot tages a r e r a r e in t h e Tennessee
Va l ley and even mo re ra re in Jackson Coun ty. ”
The Mason-Robinson House is approx imate ly 50 f e e t by 50 f e e t
a n d or ig ina l ly consis ted of f ou r la rge r o oms w i t h a ha l lway
th rough t h e center of t h e house. Pi lasters ancho r bo t h come rs of
t h e f ron t facade . The doub le f ron t door i s accen ted w i t h
overhead and s i d e g lass panes. Twe lve p a n e ( s i x o v e r s ix ) f r on t
w i ndows a r e equ id i s tan t f r om t h e f ron t entrance. Tw i n ch imneys
w e r e bu i l t to h e a t t h e t w o la rge rooms on e a c h s i de of t h e house ‑
l eng th ha l lway (The back of t h e or ig ina l ha l lway has n o w been
closed.) There a r e t w o smal ler r o oms at e a c h end of t he back
po rch wh i c h we r e added in t h e 20‘“ century. T h e cei l ings in t h e
fou r la rge r ooms a r e abou t 12 f ee t h igh , a n d e a c h r o om has i t s
o w n fireplace.
Lew is Robinson’s restorat ion is a wo r k in progress. He ha s
res tored th ree rooms a n d w i l l restore t h e o t h e r t w o as t ime
permi ts . Lew i s h a s a l so d iscovered usefu l e lemen ts in landscape
des ign inc lud ing t h e or ig ina l d r iveway t h a t o n c e l e d to an avenue
of 50 or more o a k trees.
Lewis ’ research leads h im to bel ieve t h a t H i r am Higgins ( the
arch i tec t f o r t h e fi r s t cour t house bu i l t i n Sco t t sbo ro in 1870)
des igned th i s house f o r W. S . a nd Frances Mason . The re a re
several houses in Pulaski, Tennessee, of t h e s am e v i n t age
whose facades a r e a lmos t iden t i ca l to t h a t o f t h e Mason‑
Robinson house. T h e f a c t t h a t bo t h t h e Masons a n d H i ram
Higg ins we r e or ig ina l ly f rom.Pulaski, TN, l ends credence to th i s
idea. Also, o n e o f H i r am Higgins’ des ign s i gna tu res w a s t h e use
of p i las ters , a n d t h e Mason-Robinson House is anchored at t h e
f ron t co rne rs by p i las ters .
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THE MASON-ROBINSON HOUSE RE-VISITED CONTINUED

Pe r Mason estate records,W. S. a n d Frances Mason insta l led at
leas t 1 0 0 yards of carpet in t h e Mason House. This year in t wo
rooms, Lew i s Robinson removed t h e 1940s v in tage p ine , tongue‑
and-groove floo r ing t h a t h a d been insta l led on top of t h e o r i g i na l
floor ing. L ew i s has n o w taken t h e or ig ina l w i d e p l ank , p op l a r
floo r ing in these r o oms b a c k to t h e i r o r i g ina l pa t i na .
The Masons l ived in t h e house less t han 10 years a f t e r mov i ng
f rom Giles County, Tennessee, to Alabama. W. S. Mason d ied in
Augus t 1861, a n d Frances Mason d i ed in January or February of
1863. In 1861,W. S. Mason’s brothers (who l ived in Gi les
County, TN) w e r e appo in ted administrators of h i s estate. By
1862, C iv i l War ac t i v i t i es cur ta i led non-mi l i tary t rave l f o r
civilians, a n d Frances’ brothers-in-Iaw rel inquished the i r
administrat ion. She w a s appo i n t ed administrator, and W. B.
Keeble a n d J. F. Mar t in w e r e h e r sure t ies on a $60,000.00 bond .
At t h e t ime of h e r death, W. S. a n d Frances Mason’s chi ldren
ranged in age f rom 4 to 12. Due to t he i r minor i ty, t h e y were
probably taken to Gi les County, TN, to l i ve w i t h relat ives. I f so,
t h e Mason House w a s probably r en t ed to a fa rm overseer OR w a s
taken o v e r by Federal sold iers. T h e Offic ia l Records of t h e Wa r
of t h e Rebell ion (ORs) reco rd t h a t Federal t roops occup ied t h e
rai lroad f r om Huntsvi l le to Bridgeport dur ing t h e w in te r of 1863
and at var ious o ther t imes. This f a c t lends credence to l o ca l
legends t h a t b lood s ta ins in one o f t h e rooms we r e t h e resu l t s o f
b lood shed dur ing t h e Civ i lWar. In January 1996, y ou r au tho r
in terv iewed Fred Shel ton (Lark insv i l le nat ive) w h o s ta ted : “ T he
or ig ina l floor o f t h e Mason house h a d da r k spo ts where b lood
soaked i n t o t h e wo o d f r om soldiers’ wounds. ”
N o t t oo l o ng ago , Lew is Robinson learned f r om a Discovery
Channel p rog ram tha t t h e Mason Cemetery in Pulask i con ta ins
expens ive, unmarked cas t i r on caske ts . I t is thought t ha t t w o of
these,caske ts conta ined t h e bod ies of W. S. a n d Frances Mason .
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THE MASON-ROBINSON HOUSE RE-VISITED CONTINUED

Al though t h e n a m e o f t h e c a r e t a k e r i s p resen t l y unknown, t h e
Mason House w a s rec la imed a n d obviously w e l l c a r e d f o r a f t e r
t h e Civ i l War. At l e a s t o n e of t h e Masons’ ch i ld ren spen t h i s ear ly
adu l thood l i v i ng in t h i s house.
On J u n e 27, 1878, J a m e s Ersk ine Mason, b o r n in 1857 mos t l i k e l y
in t h e Mason House, mar r ied Mo l l i e B . Smi th a t t h e res idence o f
B. B. S m i t h in Lark insv i l le . Mol l ie ev ident ly d ied sho r t l y a f t e r t h e
b i r t h of t h e i r son, as J a m e s Erskine a n d h i s 7 m o n t h s o l d s o n
w e r e l i v ing in t h e househo ld of J. E. ’s father-in-law, G. M. Smith,
a t t h e t i m e o f t h e 1880 Jackson Coun ty,A labama census . Later,
J a m e s E. Mason mar r ied Augusta C. S m i t h as h i s s e c o n d w i f e .
T h e l a t e Rober t E . Jones ’ mo the r t o l d h i m tha t J a m e s Ersk ine
spen t so m u c h t i m e hun t ing a n d fish ing t h a t h i s c r o p s su f fe red
a n d J a m e s E r s k i n e l o s t h i s heav i l y m o r t g a g e d f a r m .
O n M a y 20, 1897, J a m e s E r s k i n e a n d Augusta Mason, i n
cons iderat ion of $500.00, conveyed to Wil l iam B. Br idges t h e
w e s t h a l f o f S e c t i o n 19, To w n s h i p 4 , Range 5 East, k n o w n a s t h e
“ M a s o n Place”. M r. a n d Mrs . W. B. Br idges moved i n t o t h e Mason
House a n d ra ised t h e i r f am i l y the re . On J u n e 19, 1918, Wal lace
B. Br idges, R. R. Br idges, a n d L u c y (Bridges) Wimber ly a l l o t t ed to
L u c y (Bridges) Wimberly as h e r sha re of the i r parents ’ estate “ a l l
t h a t p a r t o f t h e s o u t h w e s t quar ter o f Sec t ion 18,To w n s h i p 4 ,
Range 5 East, t h a t l i es Nor th of t h e P i k e Road (County Road 30) ;
a l s o t h e w e s t h a l f o f t h e n o r t h w e s t quar ter o f t h e n o r t h e a s t
quar te r o f S e c t i o n 12. ” T h i s t rac t w a s l a t e r purchased by L o y
a n d H. R. Campbe l l f r o m t h e he i r s o f L u c y Wimber ly. T h e
Campbe l ls so ld th i s proper ty to Jason a n d Ta w n e y P ie rce w h o
b e g a n refurb ish ing t h e house . A f t e r t h e Pierces l a t e r s o l d t h e
property, i t w a s acqu i red by t h e present owner, L e w i s Robinson,
in 2008.
L e w i s Robinson h a s graciously inv i ted t h e Jackson C o u n t y
His tor ica l Association to tou r h i s home on Apr i l 17, 2011. L e w i s
h a s stressed t h a t h i s res to ra t ion is a w o r k in progress . H i s o n l y
reques t i s t h a t lad ies i n a t t e n d a n c e should w e a r fla t -hee l s h o e s
d u e to t h e sma l l c rev ices in t h e or ig ina l w ide-p lank , p o p l a r fl o o r s .
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THE WALKING LIBRARY OF HOG J AW VALLEY in Jackson Coun ty
by JCHA Member John Hembree a n d Ann B. Chambless

H o w do you desc r ibe t h e impac t of books a n d libraries on t he
l ives of readers? JCHA member J o h n Hembree found a strong
examp le of one man ’s influence in Hog J a w Va l l ey and Nor th
Sand Mounta in . In t h e ear ly 1940s, HE w a s ca l l ed “ The
Bookman” by s om e and “ The Book Peddler” by o the rs . At t imes
HE wa s ca l l ed “O l d Man Adams”.
When HE was bo r n in 1891, h i s parents (S.A l e x and Mary E.
Adams) n amed h im ALEX BOYDADAMS. Boyd Adams on ly l ived
56 years , b u t he made eve ry day a n d every m i l e count .
The Walk ing Library of H o g J a w Val ley ’s b oo k s tory began when
t h e Tennessee Va l l e y Author i ty launched t h e TVA Regional
Library Serv ice in 1937 in Madison, Marshall, a n d Jackson
count ies. TVA he lped transform sma l l fledg l i ng l ibrar ies f r om a
subscr ip t ion to a f r ee pub l i c l ib ra ry AND t h e y began a b o o k
mobi le serv ice to then remote, mos t l y mountainous areas f a r
removed f r om t h e sma l l pub l i c l ibraries.
I n 1940, Horace Sm i t h Moses became t h e TVA reg iona l l ibrary
d i rec tor w i t h headquarters in Huntsvil le. In h i s memoir, M r.
Moses s t a t ed : “ M y j o b w a s to conver t t h i s (TVA) demonstration,
or exper imen ta l program, i n t o a pe rmanen t l oca l tax-supported
agency. ”
M r. Moses remembered t h e fi r s t de ta i l o f t h i s j o b w a s to pay t he
current month ’s bi l ls , w i t h o n e b i l l be ing in t h e amount of $1 .50
f o r a “hand-st i tched book case ” . H i s ass is tan t assured h im t h e
b i l l w a s a l lowable s ince “O l d Man Adams” h a d seen to i t s need.
A f te r dr iv ing 70 mi les f r om Huntsvi l le ( i n t h e TVA furnished
bookmobile) to Boyd Adams’ home “ i n a moun ta in cove ” nea r
Br idgepor t , M r. Moses w a s g ree t ed by “ t h e mos t impress ive s i gh t
he had eve r seen in t h e South” . He s t a t ed : “ l w a s reminded of
Rob Roy or s ome o t he r Sco t t i sh H igh land leader. ” He descr ibed
Boyd Adams as be ing in h i s midd le 505, a heavy six-footer, ruddy
o f comp lex ion with a shock o f redd i sh ha i r a n d c l e a r b l ue eyes .
M r. Moses w a s inv i ted to “Come on in , s i t a spe l l ” and t o l d “We’ l l
be having d inne r soon . Time we go t acquainted, s i n ce we’ re
going t o be wo r k i ng on t h i s j o b t oge t he r. ” 7



THE WALKING LIBRARY OF HOG J AW VALLEY (CONTINUED)

F o r s om e t ime, Boyd Adams h a d se r ved t h e l ib ra ry sys tem as a
volunteer, b u t shor t l y be fo re M r. Moses’ arrival, funds had come
avai lable to p a y Adams, in par t , f o r h i s w o r k.....t hus c rea t i ng t h e
n e e d f o r t h e “hand-s t i tched b o o k case ” . The c a s e w a s no th i ng
m o r e t h an a haversack- type b o o k b a g t h a t wou l d ho ld up to 40
books . M r . Moses s ta ted : “ Boyd car r ied t h i s on h i s b r oad
shoulders.....Quite a book case to be to t i ng up a moun ta in pa t h ,
t h rough t h e brush, a n d to a neighbor ’s house. ”
In t h e l a t e 19305and ear ly 19405, it w ou l d have been impossible
to g e t TVA’s ye l l ow Dodgebookmobi le (named “Daisy Mae” ) ove r
many of t h e mounta in ba c k roads . Boyd Adams walked f r om
home to home leavingas man y books as t h e “ h ome stations”
needed t ha t week . H i s da i l y h i k e s we re f r om 15 to 20 mi les .
Everywhere he wen t t h e books w e r e “we lcome” .
One expe r i ence re la ted by Bo y d Adams s h ows w h y he k e p t
wa l k i ng and “ t o t i ng ” books. One da y he s topped beside a
moun ta in sp r i ng to ea t t h e lunch h i s w i f e had p repa redf o r h im. » :
As he rested, a sma l l boy and g i r l c ame to t h e spr ing to “ f e t c h ”
wa te r f o r t he i r Mother.
T he ch i ld ren no t i ced t h e book p a c k a n d asked :
“What y o u peddl ing, M r. Adams? ” He repl ied: “Well , now, I ’m a
peddl ing ton i c (knowing t ha t t o n i c w a s an impor tan t i t em in a
moun ta in home.) The chi ldren’s next quest ion was : “What k inda
t on i c y o u go t in there?” Boyd Adams answered: “ I ’ v e g o t t o n i c
f o r lonesomeness, and i t ’s g ood f o r boneheads, t oo . ” T he
chi ldren t o l d h im they wou l d l i k e s ome of h i s ton i c . T he g i r l
s ta ted : “We ge t migh ty lonesome summer t imes wh e n schoo l ’s
ou t . ” Bo yd Adams assured t h em he wou l d leave s ome of t h i s
t on i c up at Mr. Cloud’s a n d t h e y c o u l d g e t it f r om h im . By t h e
t ime Adams reached t h e Cloud home, no t on l y t hese two, b u t f o u r
o the r moun ta in chi ldren w e r e s i t t i ng on t h e stoop - wa i t i n g f o r
t h e “ t o n i c f o r lonesomeness”. Boyd Adams w a s a happy man !
Mr. Moses reca l led tha t book-pack ing w a s no t a l l Boyd Adams d i d
f o r t h e l i b ra ry. He became M r . Moses ’ po l i t i ca l sound ing boa rd
a n d a grea t s t rength and f o r c e w h e n “d isas ter th rea tened t h e V
quaver ing program. ” 8



THE WALKING LIBRARY OF HOG JAW VALLEY (CONTINUED)

M r . Moses k n ew some th i ng b a d w a s w r o ng t h e morn i ng Boyd
Adams “s ta lked i n t o my o ffice ” in Huntsville, Alabama. Adams
w a s 75 mi les f r om home, a n d t h e da y w a s young.
Boyd Adams sta ted: “There ’s trouble o v e r in J a c k son (County)
w i t h t h e Commissioners. They ’ l l ow as they won ’ t appropr ia te
th i s y e a r to t h e l ib ra ry. They can ’ t do t h a t to us , Purfesser, no t
n o w they can ’ t . ”
Boyd Adams’ e yes we re fi e r y, a n d Mr. Moses ag reed to v i s i t
Jackson County. He s t a t e d they “d rovewhe re he h a d never been
before a n d ta lked to o l d a n d young b u t never to strangers to t h e
“Walk ing Library”man. He real ized they a l l k n ew exac t l y w h a t
w a s about to happen, a n d t h e y we r e more t han happy to pass t h e
news “ u p in t he coves” .
“Cour t Day ” w a s a Monday in Scottsboro. M r. Moses me t M r .
Boyd ea r l y t ha t morn ing a n d w a s to ld : “ Today, you ’ l l s e e
someth ing Purfesser. These fo l ks a r e rea l l y ra ised up now. ”
When t h e commissioners opened the i r court, the i r chamber w a s
pa c ked ! The hal ls we re crowded, and t h e Commissioners h ad to
move the i r meet ing to t h e c i rcu i t cour t room. The c le r k
announced t ha t Boyd Adams wou l d l i k e to speak to t h e
commissioners. As Boyd arose t h e Judge said, “Boyd , we k n o w
wha t y o u and these fo l ks a re here for, and we want to assure you
of o u r interest in t h e l ib rary. Wil l y o u speak f o r t h e group?”
Boyd d i d no t have t o speak long. The la rge numbe r o f voters
w h o we r e there to b a c k h i m spoke more t han wo r d s cou ld
convey.
The impress ive array of voters saved t h e da y a n d t h e l ibrary
funds . In t h e end t h e Cour t no t on l y appropr ia ted l ib ra ry funds,
t h e y voluntar i ly raised t h e amount, ask ing t h a t m o r e books be
purchased . The Judge c losed by saying: “Any th ing shor t o f a
lynching t ha t c a n g e t t h i s many fo lks ou t deserves t h e
considerat ion of t h i s cour t . ”
M r. Moses sta ted : “ ’O ld Man Adams’ wasn ’ t e x a c t l y smug , b u t he
s u r e wa l k ed ou t o f t h a t cou r t r oom l i ke a man w i t h confidence in
h i s pu rpose f o r hav ing c ome there. ” 9



THE WALKING LIBRARY OF H O G J AW VALLEY (CONTINUED)

B o y d A d a m s b e c a m e M r. Moses ’ “ m o u n t a i n men #Jnd M r.
Adams’ s tand ing in t h e commun i t y “ o f t e n m e a n ' o w a r d success
than funds in t h e budge t , a n d l ib ra ry budge ts w e r e no tab ly l o w on
f u n d s ” i n t h e e a r l y 19405.
T w o of B o y d a n d Madge (Cloud) Adams ’ sons w e r e a m o n g t h e
fi rs t y o u n g men to enl is t a t t h e onset of Amer ica ’s invo lvement in
World Wa r I I . B o y d Adams considered enl is t ing, b u t he s t a t e d
the re w a s no p l a c e f o r h i m “ i n th i s man ’s a r m y even i f he cou ld
b a r k a squ i r re l w i t h a smooth b o r e r i fl e . ” He d i d fi n d a defense
j o b c lose enough to h i s res idence to be a b l e to re turn h o m e to
h i s w i f e a n d fam i l y each n igh t .
Boyd A d a m s s t i l l f o u n d t i m e to ma in ta in h i s l ib rary vo lunteer
w o r k . He t o l d M r. Moses: “Purfesser, n o t m a n y of o u r fo l ks
unders tand t h i s w a r . They though t Germany w a s wh ipped 20
years a g o , a n d mos t o f t h e m don ’ t k n o w J a p a n f r o m Java . T h e y
have to k e e p Ieamin ’ h o w we g o t s ta r ted . ”
M r . Moses s o o n learned t h a t Boyd Adams h a d got ten interested
in “ M e i n K a m p f ” a f t e r he said, I“That’s t h e dumdes t book I e v e r
read . Why i t ’ s l i k e a robber tel l in ’ y o u h o w he ’s gonna do up t h e
First National.”
At Boyd Adams ’ request , severa l c o p i e s of “Me in K a m p f ” w e r e
made avai lable f o r mountain households. Adams to ld Moses:
“ I t m a k e s these fo l ks p la in m a d t o r e a d s t u f f l i k e t h a t - a n d noW’s
a t i m e f o r b e i n g m a d . T h a t book j u s t insu l ts a person’s
th ink ing. ”
Shor t ly before M r. Moses moved to another j o b , he drove “Da isy
Mae’s” successor up th rough t h e mounta ins to tell- Boyd A d a m s
goodbye. Horace S m i t h Moses c losed h i s s to ry en t i t l ed “ T h e
Most Unforget tab le Charac te r I ’ ve M e t ” by s ta t ing :
“ I k n e w th ings w e r e go ing on a b o u t as u s u a l in t h e mounta ins . q
My l i t t l e j o b wasn ’ t m u c h besides Boyd Adams ’ b igger v i e w of ‘
things as t h e y were, and as t h e y should be.” _ §
EDITOR’S NOTE: A l e x B o y d Adams d ied on J u n e 21, 1947, a n d is ;
bur ied in R o c k y Spr ings Cemetery bes ide h i s wi fe , Madge (Cloud)
Adams, w h o d ied in 1988. TRULY, A l e x B o y d A d a m s m a d e a x,
di fference in t h e l i ves of m a n y ! 10



MOST HISTORIC SPOT IN HOG JAW VALLEY: TAYLOR’S STORE
By JCHA Member JOHN HEMBREE

Where is t h e mos t h is to r i c spo t in H o g J a w Val ley? Some may
vo te f o r t h e sk i rm ish a t t h e Ladd House or t h e f o r t guard ing t h e
rai l road b r i dge over t h e Tennessee River. Others m i gh t s a y i t is
Moore’s Spr ing , BUT t h e fina l consensus wou l d ha ve to be
Tay lor ’s S t o r e a t L o n g Is land.
Ta y l o fl s S to re w a s establ ished in 1857 by C lemen t C lay R. Tay l o r,
a na t i ve of Georg ia , w h o had moved to l and h i s father, Ruben L.
Tay lo r, h a d purchased in 1857 ( i n Jackson County, Alabama) n e x t
to t h e ra i l road in a commun i t y t h a t w a s o n c e ca l led Carpenter.
C lement C. R. Tay l o r w a s des igna ted t h e fi r s t pos tmaster o f
Taylor ’s S t o r e on August 5, 1858. Apparent ly he he ld t h e pos t f o r
seven yea rs as Dew i t t C . Whi t ing w a s appo in ted nex t on Oc tobe r
27, 1865.
The e x a c t loca t ion o f t h e s to re in Jackson Coun ty lega l r e co r d s
w a s original ly incorrect, a n d t h e bes t histor ians cou ld do w a s
sta te t h e s tore w a s “oppos i te Br idgepor t ” o r “ o ne m i l e east o f
Br idgepor t ” . One o ld m a p even shows t h e loca t i on in Mar ion
County, TN, n e a r Long Is land.
Mrs . A n n Gant, Jackson County Mapp ing a n d Appra isa l o f fi ce
superv isor, s tates t h e records have n o w been corrected, AND
t h e loca t ion should read :
Sec t ion 3 , Townsh ip 1 , Range 9. T h e current owne r o f t h e s i t e is
Sco t t Bynum of Long Is land. The s i t e of t h e o l d s tore is on t h e
southeast s i de of Jackson County Road 93, j u s t a f e w fee t f r om
t h e o l d depo t bu i ld ing n e a r where County Road 93 crossed t h e
NC&StL Railroad.
Of 24 vo t i ng p r e c i n c t s des ignated by Jackson County dur ing t h e
Civ i l War, Tay lo r ’s S to re w a s Number 4 .
Bo th Un ion a n d Confederate A rmy un i t s used t h e store locat ion
f o r en l i s tmen ts a n d f o r encampmen ts lb l ock houses to gua r d t h e
railroad. Some 12 pieces of cor respondence ident ified as
“Confederate Correspondence” re ference Tay lo r ' s Store .
A f te r t h e C iv i l Wa r ended, C.C.R. Tay lo r ’s mercan t i l e business
p rospec ts w a n e d due to t h e t o t a l w a r depravat ion in th i s area,
a n d he moved back to Georg ia before 1867. 11



From t h e Richmond,Virg in ia DAILY DISPATCH, December 31, 1862
President Je f fe rson Dav is in Tennessee

THE CHATl 'ANOOA ( TN ) REBEL g i v e s a de ta i l ed account o f t h e
p rog ress of President Davis f r om Chat tanooga to Murfreesboro. T he
fol lowing extract f r om it is general ly interest ing:
" A t She l lmound {on t h e Nashvi l le & Chat tanooga RR} t h e a x l e of o n e

of t h e b o x c a r s a t tached to t h e ma i l t r a i n (wh i ch immedia te ly p receded
t h e s pe c i a l t r a i n f o r t h e President) b r oke sho r t off , a n d t h e e n d of t h e
a x l e w a s d ragged s ome d i s t ance o v e r t h e cross-ties, j o l t i ng t h e cars
a n d passengers in a mos t a la rm ing manne r. Someone je rked t h e be l l
rope, a n d t h e engineer p rompt l y wh is t led "down brakes," a nd brought
t h e t r a i n to a s tand s t i l l be fore a n y ser ious damage resu l ted. I t w a s a
mi rac le t h a t t h e who l e t ra in w a s n o t p rec ip i t a ted over t h e b lu f f s o f t h e
Tennessee. As i t w a s ‐ t hanks to t h e cau t ion and steadiness of ne rve
of t h e eng ineer ‐ ve ry l i t t l e damage w a s done, and t he accident,
wh i c h w a s cer ta in ly unavoidable, w a s soon remedied. Co l . Co le
ga t he red abou t h im in a t r i c e a sma l l a rmy of mechan ics and
engineers , a nd in t h i r t y m inu tes by t h e w a t c h had a n e w whee l a n d
ax l e set , t h e c a r shifted, t h e ma i l t r a i n on a s ide t rack , a nd t h e
Presidential convoy, w i t h co lo rs fly ing , once mo r e dashing a long t h e
banks of t h e Tennessee.

The t r a i n reached Br idgepor t a t midday. The car r iage bear ing t h e
President a n d party wa s detached f r om t h e locomot ive and sh i f ted
f r om te r r a fi rma to t h e de c k o f a ba rge p repa red f o r t h a t purpose, unde r
t h e at ten t ive superv is ion of Super in tendent Cole, a n d in l ess t ime than
i t t a kes to t e l l i t w a s floa t i ng on t h e Tennessee River, a nd towed
across to t h e oppos i t e bank, t o t h e accompan imen t o f ro l l ing d rums
and reverberat ing cannon. The ba t te ry of t h e Washington Art i l le ry fi r e d
a sa lu te of 13 guns in honor of t h e dist inguished v is i to r. President
Davis dismounted f r om t h e c a r as s oon as t h e opposi te bank of t h e
r i ve r w a s reached, and wa lked up to t h e headquarters of Gen. (John K . )
Jackson, commandant o f t h e pos t a t Br idgepor t . The gua r d came to a
present a rms as he approached, a n d t h e President gracefu l ly
acknowledged t h e sa lu te by l i f t i ng h i s hat , a nd then passed on . T h e
par ty rema ined a f e w moments at Br idgepor t un t i l t h e t ra i n w a s g o t in
readiness, a nd t hen proceeded on to Decherd Stat ion, whe re t h e
President a n d h i s duo logue s topped a sho r t t ime f o r dinner; a f t e r w h i c h
in te res t ing event t h e y we re enroute once mo r e f o r Murfreesboro."
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BOOKS F O R SALE
BUILDING BRIDGESAND ROADS IN THE KOREAN CONFLICT:
HISTORY OF COMPANY B FROM SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA, DURING
THE “FORGOTTEN WAR” p u b l i s h e d jo in t l y by t h e author, D r . R o n a l d H.
Dykes, a n d t h e J C H A is divided i n t o fi v e sect ions. The fi r s t is a b r i e f
h is to ry o f t h e Korean Confl ic t . T h e second sec t ion is a h i s t o r y o f
Company B w h i c h w a s par t of t h e 151St Combat Engineers Ba t ta l i on
headquar te red in Huntsvil le, A L . T h e t h i r d s e c t i o n inc ludes D r. Dykes ’
in terv iews w i t h 13 membersof Company B. The four th sec t i on
cons is ts of 18 hal f -page p i c t u res t a k e n by J a k e Word, t h e bat ta l ion
photographer du r ing t h e l a t t e r p a r t of h i s tour in Korea. T h e fi f t h
s e c t i o n is an appendix t h a t inc ludes interv iews w i t h t w o veterans w h o
w e r e in t h e Confl i c t b u t not i n Company B .
T h e p r i c e of t h e book is $25.50 by m a i l or i t m a y be p i c k e d up at t h e
Scot tsboro Publ ic Library or t h e Scottsboro-Jackson County Her i t age
Cen te r f o r $22.95. I f order ing by mai l , send y o u r c h e c k payab le to t h e
JCHA in t h e amount of $25.50 to JCHA, P. O . B O X 1494, SCOTI'SBORO,
ALABAMA 35768-1494. Yo u w i l l w a n t to o rde r y o u r c o p y n o w, s i n c e a
l im i ted number o f cop ies o f t h i s g rea t b o o k about t h e Korean C o n fl i c t
a re avai lable. D r. Dykes’ o ther t w o books so ld out qu ick ly, and, w h e n
r a r e cop ies c a n be found v i a in ternet sources, these t w o out-of-pr int
books h a v e s o l d f o r as m u c h as $200.00 a copy :
THE HISTORY OF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, by J o h n R.
Kennamer, 1935 edit ion, re-pub l ished by t h e JCHA. Pr i ce by m a i l i s
$23.00. M a i l c h e c k payable to J C H A HISTORY BOOK a n d m a i l to
HISTORY BOOK, P.O. B O X 1494, SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA 35768‑
1 494.

RENEW MEMBERSHIP JANUARY 1
MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW OR RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES - $20 .00 Sen io r C i t i zens ( 6 5 o r older) - $15 .00
L i f e Membership - $150.00
Ma i l c h e c k to JCHA, P. O. B O X 1494, SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494
Please provide:
NAME
ADDRESS

CITY S TAT E ZIP CODE
IF PAID 2 0 11 does NOT a p p e a r on y o u r ma i l i ng labe l , PLEASE
forward y o u r c h e c k to JCHA Treasurer. I nc lude 9-d ig i t z i p code .
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The Jackson Coun ty Histor ica l Associat ion w i l l mee t Sunday, J u l y 31,
2011, 2 :00 p.m. , a t t h e Scot tsboro Depot a t t h e c ome r o f Hous ton
S t ree t a n d Map le Avenue. Ke l l y Goodowens, cha i rman of t h e depo t
restorat ion committee, inv i tes YOU to celebrate t h e 150"Ianniversary
of Scot tsboro ’s o ldes t b r i c k bu i ld ing wh i ch is a l so one of on ly th ree
pre-Civ i l Wa r depo t s s t i l l s t and ing in Alabama. JCHA members have
been look ing fo rwa rd to t h i s g r a nd re-opening f o r a lmos t 15 yea rs .
JCHA Des ign Consu l tan t L ew i s Robinson discovered vest iges of t h e
or ig ina l i n t e r i o r pa i n t and used these colors to return t h e wa l l s to the i r
or ig ina l 1860s v in tage . A gaso l ie r h a s been insta l led in t h e
t icket /passenger wa i t i ng room t h a t is m u c h l i k e l i g h t fix tu res found in
o t he r depo ts bu i l t 1860-1880. The Sco t tsboro Depo t served as bo t h t h e
passenger and f r e i gh t depot f o r 31 years un t i l t h e separate passenger
depot opened f o r business in January 1892.
N ow i t is t ime to fi l l t h e depo t f re ight r oomw i t h ar t i fac ts and exh ib i ts .
The exh ib i t commi t t ee i s present ly search ing f o r and accep t i ng re l i cs
t h a t r e l a t e to Scot tsboro ’s h i s t o r y be tween 1860 and 1890. The t op
pr io r i ty on t h e “ w a n t l i s t ” i s a n y a r t i c l e t h a t w i l l t e l l t h e t ranspo r ta t i on
h is tory of Scot tsboro and Jackson Coun ty.
ALSO, t h e comm i t t e e wou l d be happy t o accep t t h e donat ion o f
wooden display cases a n d shelves su i tab le f o r museum exh ib i t use .
T he JCHA Execut ive Board sa lu tes a l l those w h o have worked so ha rd
to m a k e t h i s g rand re-opening possib le . I t is n o t o f t en we ( i n t h i s a rea )
have t h e oppor tun i t y to ce leb ra te t h e prese rva t ion o f a bu i l d ing as o l d
as t h e Scot tsboro Depot . PLEASE j o i n us to t hank those w h o have
labored l o n g a n d ha rd and to v i e w t h e beau ty o f a landmark so
impor tan t in t h e ea r l y h i s t o r y of Scot tsboro a n d Jackson County.

ANNUAL DUES (excep t Senior Ci t izens) $20.00
Senior Citizens, 65 and o lde r $15.00
L i fe Membersh ip Dues $150.00
Members in good s t and i ng rece ive t h e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES in
Janua r y, Ap r i l , J u l y , a n d Augus t .
TO JO I N THEJOHA, YOUMAY U S ETHEFORMON THELASTPAGE.
CHRONICLES EDITOR: Ann B. Chambless, 435 Barbee Lane,
Scottsboro, AL 35769 emai l : rabc123@scottsboro.org



The MEMORIAL GIFT in MEMORY OF LEWISWENDELL PAGE, SR.
Given by To m a n d Jan i c e B ragg is hereby acknowledged by
t h e JCHA.

HERITAGE CENTERANNOUNCEMENT
The September 8, 2011, day-tr ip of t h e Scottsboro-Jackson
Her i tage Cen te r w i l l s t ep b a c k in h is tory to br ing y o u t h e Civ i l
Wa r Ba t t l e of Franklin, Tennessee. The inc lus ive $135.00 cos t
covers t h e c o a c h t r ip ; tours of t h e Car te r House, t h e L o t : House,
Cam ton Plantation, a nd S t . Pau l ' s Episcopal Church;and you r
l unch at Pucket t ' s General S to re in Frank l ina n d d inner a t t h e
Fr ied GreenTomatoes Bu f fe t i n Ardmore, TN. Makey o u rp l a n s to
be a p a r t o f t h e Her i tage Cen te r ' s2 0 1 1f u n dr a i s e rby ca l l i ng
J u d iWeaverat 256-259-2122 f r om 11:00a .m . to 4 :00p .m .

JCHA THIRD ANNUAL BUS TRIP
October 29, 2 0 11 : SAVE THIS DATE! Ou r th i rd annual bus t r i p
"O f f t h e Beaten Pa th "w i l l be Saturday, October 29, and, NO,we
don' t ca re w h o is play ing footbal l t h a t day! This y e a r we w i l l be
tour ing H o g J a w Va l ley, No r t h Sand Mountain, F la t Rock, and
Fabius. More t r i p de ta i l s w i l l be for thcoming at t h e Ju l y 31
p rog ram mee t i ng . We a r e planning some th ing spec ia l f o r t h i s
t r i p . YOU w i l l n o t wan t to m i ss o u r surpr ise!

Accord ing to t h e Alabama Sta t is t i ca l Record, be tween 1914 and
1916, t h e fo l l ow ing me n served as c i t y o ffic ia l s i n Jackson Co :
Bridgeport: Mayor - J. Luther Troxell; Clerk - L.H. Hughes; Treasurer - E.P. Jacobs

Hollywood: Mayor ~George E. Nye; Clerk - W. B. Neher; Treasurer - D. Meek

Larkinsville: Mayor ‐ J. C. Morris (Larkinsville Mayor had Board of Aldermen but no
nameswere listed in the Statistical Record.)

Scottsboro: Mayor - J. D. Snodgrass; Clerk - W.C. Maples; Treasurer - C.Q. Beech;
Marshall - W. B. Sumner

Stevenson: Mayor - H. J. Jacoway; Clerk - J.A. Woodall; Treasurer ‐ C.R. Timberlake;
Chief of Police - S. N. Glover

2



T h e F IRST SCOTTSBORO DEPOT a n d t h e MEMPHIS 8. CHARLESTON RAILROAD
By A n n B. Chambless

Be fo re t h e C iv i l War, t h e Memphis a n d Char les ton Rai l road
(M&CR) w a s t h e on ly east-west rou te th rough t h e Un i t ed S ta t es
s o u t h of t h e Mason-Dixon L i ne .
In 1857, t h e C i t y o f Memph i s ce lebra ted t h e comp le t i on of t h e
Memph is to Char les ton railroad, a n d vo lun tee r fi r e compan ies
f r om Charleston, Sou th Carolina; Macon, At lanta, Savannah, a n d
Augus ta , Georg ia ; a n d Nashvi l le par t i c ipa ted . In al l , s ome fi f t e e n
compan ies we r e represen ted , a n d t h e b u l k o f t h e two-mi le l o n g
pa rade cons i s ted o f vo lun tee r fi r e compan ies . The fo l l ow ing da y
t h e Phoen ix Company of Char leston l e d ano the r pa rade of
vo lunteers to t h e Miss iss ipp i R i ve r whe r e t w o hundred bar re l s of
A t lan t i c Ocean wa te r we r e t h rown i n t o t h e r i ve r. The rai l road
jub i lee cont inued l a t e r t h a t mon t h in Charleston and Memph i s
vo lun teers attended; Memph i s Inv inc ib le Numbe r 5 h a d t h e hono r
of ming l ing Miss iss ipp i R ive rwa t e r w i t h t h a t of t h e A t l an t i c
Ocean.
A f t e r t h e comp le t i on o f 270 m i l e s o f t r a c k be tween Memph is a n d
Stevenson, Alabama, t h e Memph is a n d Char les ton Rai l road
connec ted w i t h t h e Nashv i l le a n d Cha t t anooga Railroad, a n d
Jack son Coun ty w a s in t roduced to t h e “ i r o n horse ” .
In 1857, a Memphis newspaper ed i t o r s ta ted :
"We reioice a t t h e ann ih i l a t i on o f d i s t ance a n d t h e app rox ima t i on o f
ne ighbor ing d i s t r i c t s which_, hitherto. mountain, r iver a n d s l o w locomot ion
have k e p t apar t a n d sundered."
With in t w o years , ra i l road t rave l a n d t ranspor ta t i on o f goods
became t h e “norm” , a n d t h e Memph is a n d Char les ton Rai l road
began bu i ld ing a b r i c k depo t in S c o t t s M i l l a n d Huntsvi l le .
Huntsvi l le ’s three-story b r i c k depo t w a s fin i shed in 1860 a n d
became t h e eastern d iv is ion corpora te headquarters of t h e
Memph is & Char les ton Rai l road Company. Un t i l ea r l y 1861, t h e
fledg l i ng v i l lage of Sco t t s M i l l (dest ined to become Scot tsboro) ,
w a s se r v ed by a s imp le wo o d e n p la t f o rm . T h e M&CRwa te r t a n k
f o r t h e Sco t t s bo r o a r ea w a s l o ca t ed on present -day O l d
Lark insv i l le Road n e a r t h e home of JCHA membe rs J ohn F. a n d
He len Nee l y a n d w a s fi l l ed by wa t e r p i p ed v i a a wooden duct - l i ke
t r ough f r om a s t ream in nearby She l ton Cave . 3



The 1“T Scot tsboro Depo t a n d t h e Memph is 8. Charleston Rai l road (Cont inued)

In 1864, a m i l i t a r y ba l l w a s he l d in t h e spac ious Huntsv i l le
Depot . A p i c t u r e found in HARPER’SWEEKLY da ted Ap r i l 9,
1864, shows a gaso l ie r l i g h t fi x t u r e hang ing f r om t h e ce i l i ng .

._‘,Vsome‘HWTSILLEs o m h a1'5-JanZaryz 1861
"The Memph i s a n dCharlestonRa i l road
At l a s t t h e ra i l road has a passenger depo t at t h i s p lace , w h i c h is
credi table to t h e Road a n d to Huntsvi l le. I t con ta ins eve r y
requ i s i t e f o r comfor t , convenience, a n d necess i t y. It con ta ins a
t i cke t office, Gent lemen's Room, a n d a Ladies Sa l on w i t h ent i re ly
p r i va te arrangements. . . . .Every depa r tmen t of t h e Road is
p rov i ded f o r unde r o n e r o o f so t h a t t h e who l e c a n read i l y
commun i ca te w i t h t h e d i f ferent pa r t s . The bui ld ing i s c red i t ab le
to t h e tas te of t h e architect, a n d t h e town an d rai l roadt o o . "
S ince Memphis & Char leston m inu tes s h o w t h e Scot tsboro Depo t
had been comp l e t ed and w a s i n u s e by mid-1861, i t i s l o g i c a l t o
assume i t w a s bu i l t du r ing t h e s am e t i m e per iod as t h e Huntsv i l l e
Depot . Therefore, it is l i ke l y t h a t t h e Scot tsboro Depo t w a s
des igned by t h e s ame a r ch i t e c t as t h e Huntsv i l l e Depot .

4



The 1 s t SCOTI'SBORO DEPOT 8. t h e MEMPHIS 8. CHARLESTON RAILROAD (Cont inued)
Acco r d i ng to t h e M & CR m inu t e s t h e d i s t a n ce f r om Memph is , Tennessee, to t h e
depo t s l o c a t e d i n J a c k s on Coun t y,AL was :
to Woodv i l le - 236 m i l e s - to Lark insv i l le - 246 m i l e s
to Scot tshoro - 2 4 9 m i l e s - to Bel le fonte - 257 m i l e s ( l a te r Ho l l ywood )
t o O a k G rove - 263 m i l e s ( l a t e r Fack le r ) - t o S t e venson - 270 m i l e s
Acco r d i n g t o t h e MEMPHISAVA LANCHEd a t e dA p r i l 15, 1881, t h e Memph i s a n d
Chafles t on Ra i l r oadCompanyB o a r dof D i rec to rs h a ddec la reda "semi-annual
D i v i dendo f 5 p e r cent , o r o n e do l l a rp e rshare, p a y a b l e on t h e fi r s t d a y o f A p r i l
1 861to t h e s tockho lde r s . The fo l l ow ing i s t h e Compa ra t i veS t a t emen t o f
Rece ip t s , o f t h e Ra i l r o a df o r 1859, 1860,a n d 1881:
RECEIPTS f r om PASSENGERS: RECEIPTS f r om FREIGHTS:
1859 - $751,923.01 1859 - $509,991.66
1860 - $975,259.33 1860 - $582,553.26
1861 - $1,022,595.48 1861 - $729,875.93
RECEIPTS f r om MAILS The Ex . 8. ren t brought In :
1859 - $55,175.00 $13,722.73 in 1859
1860 - $55, 176.00 $22,089.08 in 1860
1861- $54,064.59 $34,576.61 in 1861
To t a l RECEIPTS f o r t h e 3 years :
1359 - $1,330,812.40
1860 - $1,635,096.67
1861 - $1,841,122.60
The readerw i l ls e e f r om t h e fo l l ow ingaccount t he Memph is 8 Charleston Rai l roadw a s
cons i de r eda va luab le asse t f o r t h e Contbderacy (Accoun t w a s wr i t t en e a r l y in 1862
be fo reGen. 0 . M . M i t che l lg a i n e dcon t r o lo f 100m i l e s o f M8 CRt racks i n A p r i l 1882.)
SOURCE: Page 8 o f 1862 Memph i s 8 : Char les ton Ra i l road C o . Annua l Repo r t :
MEMPHIS AND CHARLESTONRAILROAD.--This roadwas originally projected asa great
commercial artery betweenthe Atlantic Ocean and the MississippiRiver,but in t h ep r e s en t
d i s r up t eds t a t e o f t h e coun t ry i t h a sp r o v e n t o be t h e s t r ong a r m o f m i l i t a r y
defense, se r v i ngn o t o n l y to u n i t e t h e Sou the rn Con federacy w i t h i r o nbonds,
b u t enab l i ng t h e Governmen t to u n i t e i t s f o r ces a t a n yp o i n t desired, e i t h e r on
t h eA t l an t i c coas t o r i n t h e M i ss i s s i pp i Va l ley. As w i l lbe s e e n f r om tab l e s a n d
statements he rew i th presented, the roadhas increased its receipts during the past
twelve months $206,025 93, or 12 1-2per cent. Under the circumstances surrounding the
country, this is most extraordinary. Itspresent enormous receipts of $1,841,122 60, on a
capital cost of $7,000,000.00, is ample evidence that the stockholdersmadeawise
investment; and the increaseof the stock, upon its completion, of 60per cent. uponwhat
each stockholder actually paid in, together with the payment of 8 per cent cashdividends,
atmually, shows that it is one of thepaying institutions of the country, either in peace or
war--whether in the old "Union" or in the SouthernConfederacy. The stockholders have
reasonto congratulate themselves uponthe prosperous condition of this great work--the
fine condition of the roadsmachinery, andthe quiet, systematic order that characterizes
itsmanagement. It is purely a great Southernenterprise, built by Southerncapital and
Southernmen, andmanagedstill by the same partieswho built i t, neverhavingmaterially
changed its organization-- still retaining its old Boardof Directors andofficers, or others
who havebeenpromoted from the ranks of their operatives. 5



The 1" SCOTTSBORO DEPOT & THE MEMPHIS8. CHARLESTON RAILROAD (Cont inued!

On February2 , 1846, an A c t w a s passed by t h e S t a t e o f Tennessee f o r
t h e fo rma t i on o f t h e Memph is 8 : Cha r l es ton Rai l road Company, a n d t h e
company w a s organ ized on Ap r i l 19, 1846.
T h e f ou r t h s e c t i o n o f t h e 1846 A c t p rov ided t h a t ' t h e s a i d company
shal l , at t h e fi r s t mee t i ng of t h e stockholders, des igna te a t i m e when,
and a p l a c e or p l a ces in No r t h A labama where, f o r t h e convenience of
t h e c i t i z ens of t h e s ta te w h o m a y be stockholders, t h e subsequen t
e lec t i on f o r d i rec to rs sha l l be held, a n d sha l l g i ve no t i c e the reo f i n o n e
or more newspapers publ ished in No r t h Alabama; a n d sa id e lec t i ons
sha l l be he l d at t h e s ame t i m e bo t h in A l abama and in Tennessee. ‘
The fi r s t d i rec to rs (who inc ludedWi l l iam A. Aus t in o f Jackson Coun ty,
A labama) developed t h e p l an to se l l s t o c k f o r t h e purpose of
estab l ish ing a commun ica t i on by ra i l road be tween Memph is ,
Tennessee, and Charleston, Sou th Caro l ina . _
Ve r y l i t t l e t r a c k bu i ld ing w a s accompl i shed un t i l t h e 1850s a f t e r
$1,200,000.00 h a d been subscr ibed.
STOCKHOLDERS of t h e MEMPHIS & CHARLESTON RAILROAD
(Eastern Divis ion) as of J u n e 30, 1857:
SOURCE OF NAMES: M&CRAnnual repor t f o r 1856-1857 f ound on
m i c r ofi lm in t h e Huntsv i l le Pub l i c L ib rary
NAME N 0 . of SHARES
1 . Hen r y A . A dams 4
2 . James Erw in Adams 4
3 . Richard A . A renda le 10
4. Wi l l iam Arendale 1
5. Wi l l iam A. Aus t i n 60
6 . James Aus t i l l 4
7 . Ma r k Ba rbee 8
8 . Jacob Brady 8
9 . J ohn Be r r y 4
10 . Di l lard B rooks 8
11 . J a n e B ow e r 8
12 . R i cha rd Bu rgess 1
13 .Wi l l i am Burgess 4
14. John B r yan t 4
15 . Rober t Bynum 4
16 . Jona t han C . C amp 20
17 . Geo rge W. Cape r t on 20
18. Hug h P. Cape r t on 8

~ / 19 . Haml in Ca ldwe l l 11 8



THE 12 SCOTTSBORO DEPOT 8. THE MEMPHIS & CHARLESTON RAILROAD (Continued)
20 . J ame s Campbe l l 48
21 . Wi l l iam W. Campbe l l 8
22. James Carson 8
23 . John B . Cook 8
24. Edwa rd Co t t o n 12
25 . Wi l l iamson R. W. Cobb 40
26 . Jacob Cou lson 4
27 . Henry Cow l e y 4
28 . Char les M. Cross, J r . 1
29 . Jesse C. Co x 1
30. J o h n Cunn i ngham 4
31 . Samuel C. Davidson 1
32 . John P. Dav is 4
33 . Nancy Delaney 20
34 . Hen r y Derr ick 20
35. Franc is L. Di l lard 68
36. John G . D ion 10
37 . W i l l i am Dodson 20
38. Ne l son Dulaney 12
39 . I sa i ah Durham 10
40 . Jesse Duncan 4
41 . M io r C . Dw y e r 4
42. Samue l Evans 20
43 . M. J. Eust ice lEustace 20
44. Joseph P. Fraz ie r 4D
45 . Samue l W. Frazier 4
46. Abne r Frazier 4
47 . Jesse French 8
48 . Wi l l iam J. Green 10
49. R . R . G i s t 4
50 . Hen r y Gi l l esp ie 4
51 . Robert C. G i l l 4
52 . I saac Grizz le 3
53 . Abraham Gros s 8
54 . J a c ob Gross 12
55 . Logan R. G love r 4
56 . J ames M. Gu l l a t t 4
57. Wi l l iam Guinn 4
58 . George M. Harr is 4
59. Mar tha K. Harr is 14
60 . Ma ry E . Ha r r i s 40
61 . Franc is E. Harr is 40
62 . F. B . Ha r r i s 8
63 . G ideon Har r i s 6 7



T h e 1" SCOTTSBORO DEPOT 8. THE MEMPHIS 8. CHARLESTON RAILROAD (Continued)
64.  F.  A.  Hancock
6 5 . J o h n P. H a r p e r
6 6 . C la i bo rne B . H i l l
67. 3 H i l l
68 . J a m e s Hindman
6 9 . S a l a t h i e l H o u k
70. S i m e o n H o u k
71. G e o r g eV. H o u s t o n
72. Joshua Howard
73. Andrew Horn
7 4 . J a m e s M . H u d g i n s
75. Benjamin J.  Hudgins
7 6 . Cla iborne Hun t
77 . J a m e s Hun te r
7 8 . Wi l l i am F. H u r t
79 . Wi l l iam J. H u r t
80. J o h n Isbe l l
81 . J e s s e lsbe l l
82 . Char les s . J o n e s

/ 83. Moses Jones
84 . 7? Samue l J . J o n e s
85 . J o h n Jones
8 6 . Beve r l y K e e b l e
87 . M a r k K e l l y
8 8 . A s a p h Kennamer
89 . Jacob Kennamer
90. M a r y C . K i r b y
91 . Richard Lawrence K i rby
9 2 . Joseph G . K i r k p a t r i c k
93. Jonathan L a t h a m
94. David Larkin
95 . J o e l P. Ledbe t te r
9 6 . L e w i s E. L indsay
97 . E l i j ah Bake r L i g o n 28
98 . Mas t in L igon 8
9 9 . Thomas Longacre 28
100. J u d i t h L o n g a c r e 1 2
101. Pleasant Love lady 4
102. A d a m McReyno lds 12
103. E d w i n M a c K i r b y 6
104 . M a r y J . McCa leb 4
1 0 5 . R i c h a r d H . M c C r a v e y 3 6
1 0 6 .  A l e x a n d e r  M c C a m p b e l l  4
107. Johnson M c K a y 4
108. Moses M a p l e s 4 0 8



T h e 1“ SCOTTSBORO DEPOT 8: T h e MEMPHIS 8; CHARLESTONRAILROAD (Cont inued!
109.W i l l i a m c . M a p l e s , S r . 2 0
11 0 . T h o m a s R . M a t t o x 2 0
111 . Thomas R. M a t t o x 8 . C o .
112. S a m u e l M e a d
11 3 . W i l l i a m W. M e a d
114. El len Morr ison
115 . J o h n A . Mor r i son
116 . M a r y Morr ison
117 . J o h n M. Ne the r l and
118 .  James  T.  Page
11 9 . H u g h P a r k s
120. J o h n Parks
121. J o h n 6 . Parks
122. S a m u e l P a r k s
123. Wi l l iam D. P a r k s
124. L u c i n d a P a rk e r
125. J o h n P e t e r s
126. Rober t T. P roc to r
127 . S a m u e l F. P r o c t o r
128. Francis Renshaw
129. Ches ley Rount ree
130. S e a b o m J. Rountree
131. Ne lson Rob inson
132. J o h n Rorex
133. W i l l i a m M . R o r e x
134. Samue l R . Rhodes
135. J a m e s Russel l
136 . S a r a h E . Russe l l
137. Tab i t ha J . Russe l l
138. Lorenzo Russel l
139. Thomas J. Russel l
140 . J a m e s Ruther fo rd
141. J a m e s c. Ruther ford
142. B. S. Russ
143. R ichard S t . C l a i r
144. R i c h a r d Sanford
145. R o b e r t T. S c o t t
146. G . W. S h e h o m
147. J a m e s T. She l t on
148. Shepherd Shel ton
149. Wi l l iam F. S h e l t o n
150. M a t t h e w S i m m s
151. Brooks S m i t h
152. E l i S m i t h
153. J o h n P. S m i t h



T h e 1" SCO'I'I'SBORO DEPOT & T h e MEMPHIS 8: CHARLESTON RAILROAD (Cont inued!
1 54.
1 55.
1 56.
1 57.
1 58.
1 59.
1 60.
1 61 .
1 62.
1 63.
1 64.
1 65.
1 66.
1 67.
1 68.
1 69.
1 70.
1 71 .
1 72.
1 73.
1 74.
1 75.
1 76.
1 77.
1 78.
1 79.
1 80.
1 81 .
182.
1 83.
1 84.
1 85.
1 86.

H e n r y F. S m i t h
P r e s t o n S m i t h
Caro l i ne  Snodgrass
Thomas Snoclgrass
Carey A.  Staples
J e s s e  S t a r k e y
S o l o m o n  S t e p h e n s
Wi l l i am S t e p h e n s
Wi l l i am S tock ton
J a m e s Sc ruggs
J a m e s S u b l e t t
Samuel B. Sublett
Dan ie l R . Ta l l y
Joseph  Thomas
J o h n Thompson
J o h n Tu b b s
Wi l l iam Tu b b s
J o h n Vernon
Caleb Wa l l s
M a t t h e w Wa s h i n g t o n
Franc is  L .  Whi te ly
A n n D. Wi ldbahn
J a m e s Wi l l i ams
Samuel  Wi l l iams
J o s e p h Wi l son
J o e l W imbe r l y
Thomas J. Wood
J o h n Wooda l l
P leasant  Woodal l
P res ley Woodal l
John T.  Womack
J a m e s B . Wr igh t
Joshua Wr i g h t
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8
8
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T h e 1" sconsaono DEPOT & The MEMPHIS a. CHARLESTONRAILROAD (Continued)
Although it was not the firs t depot bui l t in Jackson County, it was the
first brick building in Scottsboro. The s t o r y of t h e d e p o t is a l s o t h e
s t o r y o fSco t t s bo r o . Fo r many years the depot was THE center o f the
town. The December 1868 IncorporationAct read: “the corporate city
limits shall extend one-halfmile in everydirection from theRailroad
Depot now in said town.”
The Scottsboro Depotwas only a year old when the Civi lWar began. TheWar
elevated the railroad’s importance in the community, the State, and the nation.
Before that wa r ended,men fought in armed combat to control the Scottsboro depot
and its access to the rails. Musket ball damage near the top of its east wal l are a
silent, enduring testimony to the bloody skirmish fought in and around the depot.
On the eveningof January 6, 1865,a Confederate detachment of about 300 men
crossed sandMountain and the Tennessee River at BellefonteLanding. Some of
these Confederate soldiers werewearingUnionovercoats to disguise their
affiliation.
Federal troops stationed at Scottsboro heard artillery fi r e in the distance during the
day of January 7 but decided it was of no consequence. They became complacent
and moved from their earthenwork fortifications to the depot building. There, they
were attacked on January 8, 1865, by the Confederate troops that had advanced
from Bellefonte. The Southerners were under the command of Brigadier-General
HylanBentonLyon,aWest Point graduate. In the firefight that followed,Union
reinforcements converging on Scottsboro drove the Confederate troops toward
GoosePond Island then called Santa. A first-hand account of the Scottsboro Depot
skirmish written by UnionBrigadier-GeneralCharles Cruf t is found in the Official
Records of the War Between the States,Series I, Volume 45,page 514 and by lSt L t .
John H. Hull , in samevolume, pages 802-803.
The Scot tsboro depo t w a s permanent ly sca r red in t h e January
1865 sk i rmish a n d was repa i red in 1866, acco rd i ng to M&CR
minutes da t ed J u l y 1 , 1866.
Dur ing t h e C iv i l War, t h e M&CR l o s t 17 wooden bu i ld ings , 7 b r i c k
bui ld ings, 28 div is ion houses, 15 wa t e r tanks, and 7 por table
eng ines. The Memphis and Char les ton Rai lroad Company ’s t o t a l
C iv i l Wa r loss/damages amounted to $1,195,167.00.
In 1871, a n e w wa t e r t a n k w a s bu i l t a t Sco t tsboro . In 1885, t h e
b r i c k d epo t w a s remodeled. F o r 30 years , t h i s bu i ld ing se rved
as both passenger depo t a n d as a f re i gh t house . A f t e r a separa te
passenger depo t w a s bu i l t in 1891 ( a t a cos t of $1944.05), t h e
fi r s t depo t w a s used so l e l y f o r f r e i g h t . I n 1895, t h e M&CR
annua l report-3°: s ta ted t h e 1861 bu i l d ing needed repa i rs a n d
pa in t ing . 11



Th e 1s t SCOTTSBORO DEPOT 8-The MEMPHIS 8; CHARLESTON RAILROAD (Cont inued!
In 1995, JCHA members learned t h a t Nor fo l k Sou thern Ra i lway proposed to raze t h e
b r i c k bu i ld ing t h a t w a s even o lder t han t h e incorpora ted t own of Scot tsboro. A f t e r t w o
years o f negot ia t ions , Nor fo lk Southern fi na l l y a g r eed to s e l l t h e bu i ld ing a n d lease t h e
grounds to t h e C i t y o f Sco t tsboro . The Mayor t h e n ag r eed to a l l o w t h e JCHA comp le te
u s e of t h e depot..... . lF t h e JCHA wou l d ra ise t h e funds to restore a n d p rese rve t h e
bui ld ing. JCHA Depot Restorat ion Chai rman John F. Nee ly conducted a success fu l f und
ra is ing campa ign a n d began Phase One of t h e depo t rec lamat ion and restorat ion.
Pic tures m a d e in 1996-1997 a re reminders of t h e s a d s ta te of b o t h t h e ex te r io r a n d
in te r i o r o f t h e bu i ld ing because bui ld ing main tenance h a d been a lmos t n i l dur ing t h e
previous 30 years. In 1998, t h e Scot tsboro Depo t w a s added to t h e Nat ional Reg is te r
of H is tor ic Places. In 2008, Ke l l y Goodowens assumed t h e leadership ro le in
comp le t i ng Phase TWO of t h e restorat ion and prepar ing f o r i t s g rand opening as a depo t
t ranspor ta t ion museum . The assoc ia t i on is present ly co l l ec t i ng a r t i f ac t s a n d p lann ing
exh ib i t s . The r e a r e no known p ic tu res o f t h e in te r i o r o f t h i s bui ld ing dur ing t h e 30 yea r
per iod i t se r ved as bo t h passenger a n d f re igh t depot , b u t JCHA arch i t ec t Lew i s
Robinsonfound vest iges of t h e or ig ina l p a i n t a n d used these co lo rs throughout t h e
in ter ior. On Ju l y 31, 2011, t h e JCHA w i l l ce lebrate t h e 150‘“ anniversary of t h e
Scot tsboro Depot wh i c h is one of on ly th ree pre-Civi l Wa r depo ts s t i l l s tanding in
Alabama.

SCOTTSBORO DEPOT 1861-2011

la’b



SOURCE: THE SAVANNAHREPUBLICAN dated June 24, 1864
Writen atHuntsville,Alabama, June 18, 1864
TRAINTRAVEL on the Nashvilee& Chattanooga and the Memphis & CharlestonRailroads in 1864
Railroadtravel betweenShelbyville andWartrace, TN, is quite anannoying curiosity. The distance eight

miles {on abranchof theNashville& ChattanoogaRR},and railroadtime taken to travel it, an hour anda
halfand two hours. A friendwishing to go south at the same time with ourselves, lefiShelbyville on
horseback, twenty minutes after the train had left, andmade the best time to Wartrace, where the southern
connection is made. The rails are soworn, and thebedof the road is in suchbadcondition, that it is not
consideredproper to runthe cars faster than five miles anhour! As the locomotive approacheswithin a
mile of the Shelbyville depot, adowngrade is encountered, the locomotivedisconnects itselffrom the cars,
trusting their advance to the declivity of the grade, and runs ahead to the engine house,where it is switched
o f fthe maintrack in time to let the cars following pass onto the depot.
FromWartrace south theNashville& Chattanooga run is in fine order, a reserve car is kept for ladies,

water is regularly supplied, and the Conductors are courteous andattentive. Messrs.Cole andWhaling,
who expend their energy in the management of the roads, deserve credit for their efforts. FromWartrace to
Stevenson,AL, one fortification after another ispassed in rapid succession. The fineworks, forts and
abatis, andespecially FortRains,at Tullahoma, are objects of intense interest. Every bridgeand trestle
along the route is well guarded night andday, andasmall fort and stockades are to beobserved at every
bridge of any importance. The latterwere introducedandbuilt by the Yankees in largenumbers and still
remainto mark the presence of the defeated invaders. They are formed of heavy oak posts placedupright
from the ground, extending fifteen feet high,withmusket loops piercedthrough about breasthigh, for the
purpose of firing through. On the outside a trench is dug and the earth thrown at the base of the stockade.
These are, indeed,most formidable defenses for a small force, and it were aswell for the cavalry to dash
against the mountain side ascharge one of these stockades. But they affordno resistance to artillery, are
only intendedto shelter guarding forces from surprises of cavalry andbushwhackingattacks. At Estelle
Springs a large fort, erectedby Yankee hands,still remains, and strongConfederateworks lendan interest
to the point. The houseswhich once adorned the placewere laid in ruins by the vandal torch, and the brick
chimneys still standing, and the walls of what was once anextensive mill or factory, only remainattesting to
the former village. The next object of interest is the famous tunnel cut through the mountain. It forms an
arch halfamile long, throughwhich the train passes,enveloped in utter darkness for the fewminutes of its
passage. It presentsanexcellent opportunity for a lover to kiss his sweet heartwithout being seen. A very
strange incident occurred in its dark confines ashort time since, whichwill scarcely bearpublication. Two
seats in the car facing eachother were occupied respectively by anIrishlady returning fromavisit to a
relative in the army, andopposite to her ayoungmanof twenty, with neatly curledmoustache andhead
ornamentedby long luxuriant tresses, with amildandrefinedexpression of features. As the cars
approached the tunnel, one of the railroadhands told the guard hewas going to have some fun, and to be on
the alert when the tunnel was reached. As soonasdarkness covered every object in the cars, this coarse
fellow enteredand took improper familiarities with the Irish lady,who imaginingthat it was the person
opposite, seized the poor fellow by the hair,whichwas removed in handsful, scratchedhis face, and
screamedenergetically for assistance.When the cars emerged to the open air, the real scoundrel had
disappeared, and the innocent young gentlemanof mildappearance disclosedto View, avery sorry
physiognomy from the effects of the outragedCelt whose fingers sill clung to his raven locks.An outraged
community was "on the rampage," asJoe hath it in Great Expectations,andthe poor devil was placedunder
guard and sent back to the army to await his trial. Afier havingbeensubjected to this worse than
martyrdom, the unfortunateyouthwas sent on hisway rejoicing, but determinedprobably in all futurity to
avoidrailroadtunnels.
Largenumbers of ladies continue to travel to and from the army, andat the present time I doubt not that a

largernumber are in its vicinity visiting relatives than ever before. It is a source of extreme disgust to
persons of good taste to observe the public use of snuffin "dipping." At last art has beencalled into
requisitiontoprovideornamental "sticks," uponwhich the delicious substance is dippedand rubbedagainst
the gums, for the gratification of the lady-likedippers, with this handle in their months. The ornamentation
of the stick usually consists of a curl at the end, like the narrativeof ayoung porker, and various figures cut
on the body of it. I saw these stickingout of the mouths of many ladies on the cars, at first producingthe
impressionthat they were smoking. 0 tempora! Omores!
The train leavingShelbyville at 6 am . reaches Chattanooga in twelve hours, andmakesconnection at

Stevensonwith the Memphis& Charleston road,which carries passengers to Huntsville, reachingthat point
at 6 p.m. 13



BOOKS F O R SALE
BUILDING BRIDGES AND ROADS IN T H E KOREAN CONFLICT:
HISTORY OF COMPANY B F R O M SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA, DURING
THE “FORGOTTEN WAR” pub l i shed j o i n t l y by t h e author, D r. Ronald H.
Dykes , a n d t h e J C H A is d iv ided i n t o fi v e sec t ions . T h e fi r s t i s a b r i e f
h is to ry o f t h e Ko rean Confl i c t . T h e s e c o n d sec t i on i s a h is to ry o f
Company B w h i c h w a s p a r t o f t h e 151st Combat Eng ineers Ba t ta l i on
headquar tered in Huntsvil le, A L . T h e th i rd sec t i on inc ludes D r. Dykes’
i n te rv iews w i t h 13 members o f Company B. T h e fou r th sec t i on
cons i s t s of 18 hal f -page p i c t u r e s t a k e n by J a k e Word, t h e bat ta l ion
photographer du r i ng t h e l a t t e r p a r t of h i s t o u r in Korea . T h e fi f t h
sec t i on is an a p p e n d i x t h a t inc ludes in terv iews w i t h t w o veterans w h o
w e r e i n t h e C o n fl i c t b u t n o t i n Company B .
T h e pr i ce o f t h e b o o k i s $25 .50 by m a i l o r i t m a y be p i c k e d up a t t h e
Scot tsboro P u b l i c L ibrary or t h e Scottsboro-Jackson C o u n t y Her i tage
C e n t e r f o r $22.95. I f o rder ing by mai l , send y o u r check payab le to t h e
J C H A in t h e amount of $25.50 to JCHA, P.O. B O X 1494, SCOTI'SBORO,
ALABAMA 35768-1494. Yo u w i l l w a n t to o r d e r y o u r c o p y now, s ince a
l im i ted number o f cop ies o f t h i s g rea t book abou t t h e Korean Confl ic t
a r e avai lab le. D r . Dykes’ o t h e r t w o books s o l d ou t qu ick l y, and, w h e n
r a r e cop ies c a n be found v i a i n t e m e t sources, these t w o out-of -pr in t
books have so ld f o r as m u c h as $200 .00 a c o p y .
THE HISTORY OF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, by J o h n R.
Kennamer, 1935 edit ion, re -pub l i shed by t h e J C H A . Pr i ce by m a i l i s
$23.00. M a i l c h e c k payab le to J C H A HISTORY BOOK a n d m a i l to
HISTORY BOOK, P.O . B O X 1494, SCOTI'SBORO, ALABAMA 35768‑
1494. ‑

RENEW MEMBERSHIP JANUARY 1
MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW OR RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES - $20.00 Senior Ci t izens ( 6 5 or o lder) - $15.00
L i f e Membersh ip - $150.00
Ma i l c h e c k to JCHA, P. 0. BOX 1494, SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494
Please provide:
NAME
ADDRESS

C I T Y S TAT E ZIP CODE
I F PAID 2 0 11 d o e s N O T a p p e a r o n y o u r m a i l i l g label. PLEASE
fo rward y o u r c h e c k to J C H A Treasurer. I n c l u d e 9-dig i t zip c o d e .
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Th e Jackson Coun ty H is to r i ca l Associat ion's t h i r d annua l b u s tou r " O f f t h e
Bea ten Pa t h " o n Oc t o be r 29, 2011, w i l l b e g i n a t 8:45 a .m . i n t h e pa r k i n g l o t o f t h e
No r t h Alabama E lec t r i c Co-op at 41103 US Highway 72 in Stevenson, A labama.
No break fas t w i l l be served by t h e assoc ia t ion t h i s yea r, a n d t h e b u s w i l l l eave
p romp t l y at 9 :00 a . m . to tou r h i s to r i c a n d s c e n i c s i t e s a n d landmarks in H o g J a w
Va l l e y, No r t h Sand Mountain, F l a t Roc k a n d Fab ius . Due to t h e popu la r i t y o f
p rev ious b u s tours, t h e t r i p h a s been l im i t ed to membe r s on l y on a fi r s t reques t ,
fi r s t p a i d t i c k e t basis, as announced in t h e J u l y i ssue of t h e CHRONICLES.
Th i s yea r ' s b u s w i l l sea t 55 a n d ha s a res t room a n d PA sys tem on-board.
T he group w i l l t o u r t h e 1893 Hembree Hou s e in H o g J a w Va l l ey a n d t h e Gu s L e e
S h aw House a n d t h e F ie lds House in F l a t R o c k . The re w i l l be f o u r s tops t h a t w i l l
requ i re short-distance wa l k i ng so members a r e encou raged to w e a r comfor table
wa l k i n g shoes a n d wea t h e r su i t ab le c lo th i ng . T h e t r i p inc ludes one surpr ise!
Yo u r $25 .00 b u s t i c k e t inc ludes l unch (served around 12:00 Noon by B ryan t

CVRur i tanmembers ) in t he i r spac ious c l u b house . Res t room fac i l i t es w i l l be
ava i l ab le a t t h e Rur i t an bu i l d i ng a n d t h e a f te rnoon s t o p a t t h e F l a t R o c k '
Method is t Church . T h e tour w i l l conc lude a t approx imate ly 4:00 p .m .
NOTE: The JCHA h a s reduced t h e p r i c e of t h e i r r e p r i n t o f M r . J . R. Kennamer 's
HISTORY OF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA f r om $20 . 00 to $10 . 00 i f p i c k e d up at
t h e Sco t tsboro Pub l i c L ib ra ry, t h e Stevenson Pub l i c L ib ra ry, o r t h e Sco t tsboro
Her i tage Cen te r. By ma i l , t h e reduced p r i c e o f t h e boo k is $14 . 00 w h i c h inc ludes
sh ipp ing a n d handl ing.

ANNUAL DUES (e x cep t Sen io r Ci t izens) $20 .00
Sen i o r Citizens, 65 a n d o l d e r - $15 .00
Life Membership Dues $150 .00
Members in g o o d s t and i n g r ece i ve t h e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES in
January, Apr i l , J u l y , a n d Oc tober. Dues rece ived a f t e r Oc tober 1 w i l l be c red i ted
t o 2 0 12 . TO J O I N THEJCHA , YOUMA Y U S ETHEFORMON THEL A S TPAGE .

CHRONICLES EDITdR: An n B. Chambless,4 35 Barbee Lane, Scottsboro, Alabama
~ \ _ /
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' V ON THE ROAD AGAIN: OFF THE BEATEN PATH on t h e 2011 JCHA BUS TOUR
by Ann B. Chambless

When Judge J o h n Graham co i ned t h e t e rm " O f f t h e Bea t en Pa t h " i n 2009, JCHA
membe r s s o o n lea rned t h e J u d g e k n ows whe r e J a c k s o n Coun t y h i s to r y began .
In 2009, he gu i d ed t h e g r o u p " o f f t h e bea t en p a t h s " in Br idgepor t , Moun t C ame l ,
McMahans Cove, Stevenson, Rash, L o w Gap , a n d Ky les .
T h e 2010 bu s tou r in t roduced t h e g roup to " o f f t h e bea ten pa ths ' in Woodvil le a n d
Pa i n t R o c k Va l l e y a n d on Cumber land Mounta in.
On Oc t obe r 29, 2011, t h e t h i r d annua l " O f f t h e Bea ten Pa t h " b u s t ou r w i l l b eg i n a t
8:45 a .m . at t h e N o r t h A labama Elect r ic Co-op pa r k i ng l o t in Stevenson. T h e bu s
w i l l l eave t h e Co-op a t 9:00 a .m . a n d head f o r H o g J a w Va l l ey.
J o h n Hembree, a J a c k s on County nat ive, w i l l se rve as t h e val ley t ou r narrator.
J o h n k n o w s t h e mean i n g o f "P l ace " in Sou the rn h is to ry, a n d h i s ch i l dhood p l a c e
w a s H o g J a w Va l l e y. He w i l l p o i n t o u t " o f f t h e bea ten p a t h s " t h a t i nc l ude s team
b o a t a n d fe r r y s tops on t h e Tennessee River, C i v i l Wa r encampmen t s i t es
( inc lud ing Moore 's Spr ing) , an ea r l y 19005 d ipp ing vat , Har r is Chape l Cemetery,
t h e s i t e t h e fi r s t r o l l e r coas ter in Jackson Coun ty, a n d t h e loca t ion of Tay l o r ' s

V Store t h a t he ca l l s t h e mos t h is to r i c s i t e in H o g J a w Va l l e y. M r . Hembree h a s
a l so a r r anged f o r o u r g r o u p to t ou r t h e Hembree House bu i l t i n 1893.
F r om t h e Tay l o r ' s S t o r e area, t h e t ou r w i l l t r a ve l t o No r t h Sand Mounta in v i a CO
RD 93 t h a t w i l l p r o v i d e a v i e w o f t h e o l d r o a d b e d u sed b y Un ion t roops ( t h a t
t rave led f r om Br idgepor t , Tay lo r ' s Store, a n d Moore 's Spr ing encampment s i t es )
t o a s c e nd Sand Moun ta in on t h e i r w a y to C iv i l Wa r ba t t l e s i t e s i n Georg ia .
Ou r No r t h Sand Mounta in tou r nar ra tor w i l l be Ed(ward)Ca r t e r w h o l i ves at Bryant
a n d h a s t a u g h t h i s to ry a t No r t h Sand Moun ta in H i g h Schoo l a numbe r o f yea rs .
Ed w i l l beg i n by t a k i n g us on t h e scen i c d r i ve a l ong t h e mounta in ' s b r ow. Ou r
fi r s t s t op w i l l be at t h e home of Pau l ine S t ewa r t w h o s e home is on t h e exac t s p o t
o f t h e Henry Po r t e r house w h i c h w a s burned by arson is ts in 1883. Mrs . S tewa r t
w i l l a l l ow o u r g r o u p to v i s i t t h e impress i ve g r a v e ma rke r s of t h e Porter/Standish
fami l ies . T h e ma r ke r s deno te t h e f a c t t h a t t h i s f am i l y w e r e d i r e c t descendants of
M i l es Stand ish w h o c a m e to Amer ica on t h e Ma y fl owe r a n d he lped f ound t h e
P l ymou th Co lony in 1620 . Seve ra l towns a n d m i l i t a r y insta l la t ions h a v e been
n amed f o r S tand ish a n d monuments have been bu i l t i n h i s memo r y. O n e o f t h e
b e s t k n own dep i c t i ons o f S tand ish i n popu l a r cu l t u r e w a s t h e 1858 book, The
Cour tsh ip o f M i l e s S tand i sh by Hen r y Wadsworth Long fe l l ow. 3
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ON THE ROAD AGAIN: OFF THE BEATEN PAT H on t h e 2 0 11 J C H A B U S TO U R (Cont inueuy
by A n n B. Chambless

O n O c t o b e r 29, a t l e a s t 1 5 o t h e r s c e n i c a n d h i s t o r i c S a n d Mounta in s i t e s w i l l b e v i s i t e d
or v i e w e d a n d d iscussed as t h e b u s s l o w s f o r w i n d o w v iew ing . T h e s i t e s i n c l u d e b u t a r e
n o t l i m i t e d to:
1 . CO RD 262 b r o w d r i v e over look ing t h e Te n n e s s e e R ive r w i l l p rov ide s o m e of J a c k s o n
C o u n t y ' s m o s t s c e n i c v i e w s . O n e c a n s e e t h e n a t u r a l b e a u t y o f t h e v a l l e y area w i t h a
r a n g e f r o m Richard C i t y, Tennessee, t o B r i d g e p o r t , A l a b a m a .
2 . S t r a i g h t c r e e k Cemete ry a n d Church
3 . B r y a n t R u r i t a n C l u b h o u s e w h e r e l u n c h w i l l b e s e r v e d b y Rur i tan m e m b e r s
4 . Herber t Pace 's f a l l fl o w e r garden w i t h co lor fu l dah l ias . M r . Pace 's co lor fu l g a r d e n
h a s d r a w n v is i to rs f r o m Chat tanooga a n d o t h e r p o i n t s in Tennessee as w e l l as loca l s .
5 . B ryan t Cemete ry to v i e w grave o f J o h n Bryan t , t h e found ing fa the r o f Bryan t .
6 . Ebenezer B a p t i s t Church, or ig ina l ly ca l l ed Gordon ' s Chape l es tab l ished by (General)
J o h n B. a n d Frances Gordon a n d h i s parents , Zachar iah H. a n d Mal inda Gordon, be fo re
t h e C i v i l Wa r .
7 . F lora l Cres t c h u r c h a n d schoo l
8 .  H i g d o n  a r e a
9. Dr i ve by narrator Ed Car te r ' s h o m e
1 0 . L o c a l l y o w n e d a n d o p e r a t e d D o g w o o d H i l l s G o l f R e s o r t Gardens. T h e c o u r s e w a s
des igned a n d b u i l t by owner, B r y c e S l a t e r. B r y c e a n d h i s w i fe , Doris, s t i l l r u n t h e c o u r s e
t o d a y. T h i s is a G o l f D i g e s t Fou r S t a r Ra ted course.
11 . F l a t R o c k School, o l d dormi to ry foundation, a n d F l a t R o c k Method is t C h u r c h
12 . To u r o f t h e L e e G u s S h a w House (Lee G u s S h a w w a s awarded t h e S i l ve r S t a r Meda l
f o r h i s m i l i t a ry se rv i ce in Wor ld Wa r I I )
13 . To u r o f t h e M a r i e (Lyda) F ie ld House
14. F l a t R o c k C r e e k w a t e r f a l l s
15 . Fab ius c o a l m i n e s a n d unrec la imed s t r i p m i n e l a n d

he old Flat Rock High School in Jackson County, Alabama, owned by
the Methodist Episcopal Church. By the time this photograph was taken (circa 19305), the building was only used for
church activities. Date 19305 - 1941 4



\l A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE EARLY SE1'I 'LERS OF NORTH SAND MOUNTA IN
by Ann B. Chambless

T h e l a n d no r t h a n d eas t o f t h e Tennessee Rive r w a s c e d ed to t h e U. 5 .
Gove rnmen t by t h e Che rokee Na t i on u n d e r t h e Tr e a t y o f N e w Echo ta s i g ned in
December 1835 . T h e government surveys o f t h e eastern h a l f o f J a c k s o n County
c on sumed seve ra l yea rs . The re fo re t h e l a n d w a s no t o f f e red f o r s a l e by t h e
fede ra l government un t i l M a y 1842. Accord ing to t h e Jackson Coun t y p l a t book ,
s om e o f t h e fi r s t m e n t o pu r c ha se l a nd on NORTH Sand Mounta in we r e :
1 . J a n 1 , 1845, Dan ie l H i l l , i n Sec t i o n6 , Townsh i p 2 , Range10 Eas t
2 . M a r 21, 1845, Ben jam in Howard, i n Sec t i o n 30 , Townsh ip 2 , Range 10 Eas t
3 . N o v 28, 1846, Ph i l l i p O'Neal, i n Sec t i on 19,Townsh i p 2 , Range 10 Eas t
4 . J u l y 1 , 1847, A l f r ed Howard, i n Se c t i o n28, Town s h i p 2 , Range 10 Ea s t
5 . O c t 11 , 1849,Wi l l i am Cag l e , i n Sec t i on 21, Town s h i p 2 , Range 1 0 Ea s t
8 . O c t 22 , 1850, Zachar iah Gordon, i n S e c t i o n 12 , Townsh i p 1 , Range 9 Ea s t
7 . Dec 22, 1851, Jesse Reeves, i n Sec t i o n 32, Townsh i p 1 , Range 10 Eas t
8. A p r 22, 1852, Goodson McDaniel, in Sec t i on 8, Townsh i p 1, Range 10 Eas t
9 . O c t 19, 1852, J o h n Bryan t , i n Sec t i o n18, Townsh i p 1 , Range10 Eas t
10 . N o v 18, 1852, Samuel Porter, i n Sec t i on 31, Townsh i p 1 , Range 10 Eas t
11 . J u n 16, 1853, J o h n D. Cunn ingham, in Se c t i o n 2 , Townsh i p 1 , Range 9 Eas t
12 . N o v 17, 1853, Geo r g eA . Grant, i n Se c t i o n 5 , Townsh i p 1 , Range 10 Eas t
13 . A p r 27, 1853, Lemue l P. Grant, i n Sec t i on 6 , Townsh i p 1 , Range 9 , Eas t

At t h e t i m e of t h e 1850 census, Dan ie l H i l l l i v ed in Jac k son Coun t y, AL , b u t n o t on
Sand Mounta in . In 1850,Zachar iah Gordon l i v ed in Gordon's Spr ings in nea rby
Wa l ke r Coun t y, GA, b u t w a s enume ra t ed i n t h e 1860 J a c k s o n Coun t y, AL census .
Ben jamin Howa rd a n d Geo rge Cag le w e r e recorded in t h e 1850 DeKa lb Coun ty,
A labama census . T h e Ja c k son County p l a t b o o k s h ows t h a t t h e l a nd Geo rge
Cag le pu r chased in 1843 in Jackson Coun t y j o i n e d t h e l a n d he ow n e d in DeKa lb
Coun t y.
By 1860, t he r e w e r e 60 households enumera ted in t h e Long I s l and p r e c i n c t w h o
l i ved on No r t h Sand Mounta in . I t i s in te res t ing to s e e t h a t m a n y o f t h e se fam i l y
membe rs w e r e b o r n in N e w Eng land s ta tes i nc l ud i ng Massachusetts,
Connect icut , Vermont , Maine, a n d N e w Hampsh i r e as w e l l as N e w Yo r k .
Dav i dGowan w a s b o r n i n Sco t l and a n d Geo rge S ta r kwea the r w a s bo rn i n
Mich igan . 5



A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF EARLY SETTLERS ON NORTH SAND MOUNTA IN (Con t ) V
The se 1860 No r t h Sand Mounta in fam i l i es included, b u t a r e no t l im i t ed t o :
1. Hen r y a n d El izabeth Por ter f o r w h om Por te r ' s B l u f f is named . Henry w a s bo rn
i n N e w Yo r k a n d h i s w i f e w a s b o r n i n Connec t i c u t . The i r s o n w a s bo r n i n
M i ch i gan . Based on h i s r e a l es ta te v a l u e o f $1000.00, Hen r y Po r t e r h a d b u i l t a
h o u s e b y 1860. He l i ved i n Sec t i on 13, Town s h i p 1 , Range 9 Eas t .
2 . T h e Por ters ' c l o s e s t ne i ghbo rs w e r e Ben jam in T. Cas t l e a n d h i s w i f e w h o w e r e
bo r n in N e w Yo r k . B . T. Cas t l e pu rchased l and in S13, Townsh ip 1 , Range 9 East .
3 . Geo r ge A . a n d Emma Gran t w e r e b o r n i n Ma i ne as we r e t he i r fi v e o l d e s t
ch i l d ren . The i r t w o younges t ch i l d ren w e r e bo r n in A labama in 1855 a n d 1858.
4 . Thomas Pe t i t t ' s younges t ch i l d w a s b o r n i n A l abama i n 1857.
5 . I n 1854, Thomas a n d Cyn th i a P y b um pu rchased l a n d i n S5, T1, Range 10 Eas t .
6 . Nancy H igdon , a g e 50, b o r n i n TN, w a s l i v i ng a l one w i t h daugh t e r Sa rah .
7 . W i l l i am a n d A l s y Re e c e a n d J ame s M . a n d Ma rga r e t Reece mo s t l i k e l y h a d
l i ved i n t h e B r i dgepo r t , AL , a r e a be fo re mo v i n g to N o r t h Sand Moun ta i n by 1860 .
8. Joseph a n d Rebecca Po t t s w e r e b o t h b o r n in Tennessee and ow n e d an 18 yea r
o l d b l a c k fema le i n 1860. I n t h e 1870 census, J o s eph Po t t s ' o c c upa t i o n w a s
reco rded as m i l l e r a n d b lacksm i th .
9 . James, Thomas, a n d John W. Chadw i c k a l l p u r c ha sed l a nd i n Townsh i p 1 , V
Range 9 Eas t b e t w e e n 1 8 5 4 a n d 1860.
1 0 . B y 1860, Ben j am i n Howa r d (who h a d pu r c h a sed l a n d i n 1845) w a s l i v i n g c l o s e
to J o h n D. Cunningham w h o t hen owned Cunningham Coa l Mines.
11 . In 1860, Je s se J . Sm i t h w a s a Min i s te r o f t h e Gospe l . Mos t l i ke l y, he w a s an
ea r l y m in i s t e r a t Gordon 's Chape lw h i c h l a t e r b e c ame Ebenezer Bap t i s t Chu rch .
12 . I n 1852, J o h n B ryan t bough t l and i n Sec t i on 18, Townsh i p 1 , Range 10 Eas t .
13 . In 1860, Corne l i us Presnel l 's o ccupa t i on w a s reco rded as carpen te r.
14 . W i l l i am War ren own e d Warren 's M i l l in S18, Townsh i p 1, Range 10 Eas t .
15 . By 1860,Zacha r i ah H . Gordon, a g e 64, w a s t h e la rges t l a nd ow n e r on t h e
n o r t h e n d of Sand Mounta in . H i s r e a l es ta te w a s va l ued at $50,000.00, a n d h i s
pe rsona l p roper ty w a s va l ued at $31,200.00 H i s Ja c k son County c o a l m ines a n d
h i s 4 b lacks con t r i bu ted heav i l y t o t h e eva lua t i on o f h i s hold ings.
16 . J o h n B. Gordon, o ldes t s o n of Zachar iah Gordon, owned r ea l a n d pe r s ona l
property va l ued at $3500 . 00 a n d $14,900.00. In 1860, J o h n B. Gordon, a g e 28,
w a s r e co r ded as a m i n e r . He ra ised t h e c ompan y k n o w n as t h e Raccoon Roughs
a t t h e onset o f t h e C iv i l War a n d became t h e Genera l mos t admi red by Robe r t E .
Lee . J o hn B . Gordon served as gove rno r o f Georg ia a f t e r t h e C i v i l Wa r. 6



\ « ' A BRIEF OVERVIEWOF THE EARLY SETTLERSOF NORTH SAND MOUNTA IN by A n n B. Chamb less (Cont inued)

T h e 1860 Federa l Census reco rded t h e S t a t e of A labama's popu la t ion as 964,201
compa red to 771,623 t o t a l popu la t i on r eco rded in 1850 . Th i s equates to a 25 p e r cen t
i nc rease in A labama's popu la t i on du r i ng t h i s t e n y e a r pe r i od . T h e number o f peop l e w h o
re l o ca t ed t o t h e no r t heas t e r n c o m e r o f Jackson Coun t y du r i ng t h i s decade f a r e xceeded
t h e S ta te ' s 25 p e r c e n t g r o w t h rate, as t h e n umbe r o f f am i l i es on No r t h Sand Moun ta in
inc reased f r om approx ima te l y 6 in 1850 to 60 fami l i es in 1860.
J o h n D. Cunn ingham a n d Zacha r i ah H . Gordon a n d sons began min ing c o a l i n t h i s a r ea in
t h e l a t e 18505 a n d p rov i ded j o b s in t h i s area t h a t h a d prev ious ly r e ce i ved l i t t l e , i f a n y,
out -o f -county pub l i c i t y. Zachar iah H. Gordon b u i l t a ra i l road t r a c k a n d t r am to t ranspor t
c o a l f r o m h i s m i n e s n e a r presen t -day H i gdon to She l l Mound, Tennessee . L a t e r a s im i l a r
ra i l road t ram l i n e w a s bu i l t to t ransport c o a l d ow n t h e wes t s i de of t h e moun t a i n to a
r i v e r b o a t l and ing in H o g J a w Va l l ey nea r t h e sou the rn t i p o f Long Is l and .
Federa l t roop movemen t a n d encampments du r i ng t h e Civ i l Wa r b rough t
add i t i ona l a t t en t i on t o t h e ext reme no r t heas t e r n c o m e r o f Jackson Coun t y.
In o n e reco rded instance, Federalofficers r epo r t ed us ing t h e Gordons'ra i l road
t ram to transport g o o d s up t h e moun ta in to t h e i r encampment at Warren 's M i l l
( n ow Bryan t , A labama).

V A repor t by L t . Co l . Arch iba ld Blake ley on Oc tobe r 1 , 1863, abou t mov i ng h i s
c omman d f r om Moore 's Sp r i ng ( l oca ted a c r o s s t h e TN R ive r f r om Br i dgepo r t , AL )
to LaFayet te , Geo rg i a , r e co r ded t h a t f r om f r o m Moore 's Spr ing ( i n H o g J a w
Va l l e y ) t h e t r oops ascended t h e moun ta i n . 0n t h e b r o wo f t h e moun t a i n , t h e y
b ivouacked " a t t h e s i d e o f a s t ream runn ing t h r o u gh a DEEP RAVINEw h i c h w a s
f ound to be impassab le . " I n 10 hou r s t i m e t h e y bu i l t " a b r i d g e 1 60 f e e t
l o n g a n d 3 5 f e e t h i g h a t t h e h i g h e s t p o i n t " i n o r d e r t o g e t t h e t r o o p s
o v e r t h e DEEP RAVINE. QUESTION: Where is t h i s rav ine??
SOURCE: O f fi c i a l Records of t h e C i v i l War, Repo r t of Ma j . Gen . George H. Thomas, U .S . A rm y,
Command ing Fou r teen th A r m y Corps .
AUGUST 16-SEPTEMBER 22, 1863 . ‐The Ch i ckamauga Campa ign .
HEADQUARTERS FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS, Chat tanooga, Tenn. ,
Sep t embe r 30, 1863.
B r i g . Gen . JAMES A. GARFIELD,
Ch i e f o f Sta ff , Depa r tmen t of t h e Cumber land.
T h e fo l l ow i ng is a day- to-day repo r t of (Union) Ma j . Gen . Geo r g e H. Thomas' 1 4 t h A r m y Co rps '
t r a v e l s f r o m J a c k s o n Coun t y, Alabama, as the ! t r a v e l e da c r o s s S a n dMoun ta in to fi g h t in t h e
B a t t l e o f Ch i ckamauga . Ma j . Gen . T homas ' repo r t w a s d i r e c t e d to B r i g . Gen . J ame s A . Garfield,
Ch ie f of Staff , Depa r tmen t of t h e Cumber land: 7



GENERAL: I h a ve t h e hono r to repo r t t h e ope ra t i ons o f my co rps f rom t h e 1 s t
Sep tember up to date , as fol lows, v iz :

Genera l Brannan 's d iv is ion crossed t h e Tennessee River a t Ba t t l e Creek;
Genera l Ba i rd ordered to c r o s s h i s d iv is ion a t Br idgepor t , a n d to move to TazIor's
Store; Genera l Neg ley ' s d i v i s i on to c ross t h e r i ve r a t Caper ton ' s Fe r ry, a n d to
repor t a t Tay lo r ' s S t o r ea lso .

Sep t embe r 2.‐General Ba i rd 's d iv is ion mo v e d to Widow's Creek .
Genera l Neg ley repo r t s hav i ng a r r i ved at Moo re ' s Spr ing , 1 m i l e s f r om

Ta y l o r ' s S t o r e , a n d2 m i l e s f r om BridgeportLhew a s ordered to c ross t h e
mounta in a t t h a t p o i n t , i t be i ng t h e mos t d i r e c t rou te to Trenton, in t h e v ic in i t y o f
w h i c h p l ace t h e co rps w a s ordered to concentrate.

Sep t embe r 3 . ‐Headquar te rs Four teen th A rmy Corps moved f r om Bol ivar
Spr ings a t 6 a .m . v i a Caper ton 's Fer ry to Moore 's Spr ing , on t h e r o a d f r om
Br idgepor t to Trenton. Ba i rd ' s d iv is ion reached Br idgepor t , but cou l d no t c ross in
consequence o f damage to t h e br idge; Negley 's d iv is ion marched to
Warren's M i l l , on t h e t o p of S a n dMountain. on t h e r oad to Trenton;
Brannan's d iv is ion reached Graham's Store, on t h e r oad f r om Shel lmound to
Trenton; Reyno lds ' d iv is ion marched 6 m i l e s on t h e Tren ton r oad f r om
She l lmound .

Sep t embe r 4.‐Negley's d iv is ion c amped at Brown 's Spr ing , at t h e f o o t of
Sand Mountain, in Lookou t Va l ley ; Brannan‘s d iv is ion at Gordon 's M i l l , on
S a n dMountain; Reyno lds ' d iv is ion at f o o t of Sand Mountain, 2 m i l e s f r om
Trenton; Ba i rd 's d iv is ion crossed t h e r i v e r a t Br idgepor t , a n d c amped at t h a t
po in t ; c o r p s h e a d q u a r t e r s a t Moore ' s Spr ing ,
Sep t embe r 5.-Baird's d iv is ion a r r i ved at Moore ' s Spr ing ; Neg ley ' s d iv is ion
s t i l l in c amp at Brown 's Spr ing . He repor ts hav i ng sen t fo rward a reconnaissance
o f t w o reg imen t s o f i n f an t r y a n d a sec t i on o f a r t i l l e r y t o s cou r t h e country t owa rd
Chat tanooga, a n d secu re s om e cap t u r ed stores n e a r Macon Iron-Works.They
cap t u r ed s ome Confedera te a rmy suppl ies. No repor t f r om Brannan's division;
Reynolds' d i v i s i on in c a m p a t Trenton; Br 'annansomewhe re in t h e ne ighborhood ;
c o r p s headqua r t e r s a t Warren 's M i l l .

‘v

The Ba t t l e o f Ch i ckamauga t o o k p l a c e Sep tember 19-20, 1863 8



\ _ , . A BRIEFOVERVIEWOF SOME EARLY SET'I'LERS OF NORTH SAND MOUNTA IN (Cont inued)
by Ann B. Chambless

By 1870, No r t h Sand Mounta in 's popu la t i on h a d g r own by leaps a n d bounds and t h e d ive rs i t y o f
b i r t h p laces i s remarkab le . S ome o f t h e heads o f households in 1870 included, b u t a r e n o t l im i t ed
t o :
1. HENRY PORTER, b o r n 1 804 in Mendon, N e w Yo r k , a n d d i e d Ma r c h 13, 1884. He a n d h i s w i f e
a n d seve ra l o f h e r f am i l y membe r s a r e bur ied in a fam i l y p l o t beh ind t h e i r h ome on Por te rs B l u f f .
On June 16, 1842, Hen ry Po r t e r mar r ied El izabeth Be lche r Standish (born in 1812 in CONN) in
Macomb Coun t y, M i ch i gan . A b o u t 1856, t h e y moved f r om Mich i gan to A l a b ama a n d bu i l t a h o m e
on Por te r s B lu f f . In 1870, El izabeth (Standish) Por ter 's mother, Ma r y S t and i sh (a d i r e c t
descendan t o f M i l es S tand i sh ) a n d h e r s is ter, Susan S tand i sh (bo rn in CONN in 1815) as w e l l as
Ruby Chubbuck (bo rn in CONN in 1809) l i v ed w i t h t h e Por te rs . Susan 2. Stand ish and Ruby
Chubbuck we r e schoo l teachers . In 1870, t h e Por te rs h a d a 14 yea r o l d mu l a t t o domes t i c servan t .
2 . STEPHEN FITCH, b o r n i n 1797 i n N e w Yo r k , a n d w a s emp l oyed by h i s ne i ghbo rW i l l i am Gui l ford
to t e n d Gui l ford 's f r u i t o r c h a r d .
3. WILLIAM GUILFORD, bo rn in 1799 in N e w York , a n d h i s w i f e , Nancy (born in 1807 in N e w
Hampsh i re ) l i ved t w o houses f r om t h e Por ters a n d ne x t t o S t e p h e n F i t c h . The i r ch i l d ren w e r e
b o r n in Massachusetts, Vermon t , a n d N e w Hampsh i r e . W i l l i am Gu i l f o rd w a s a p ro fesso r of
language in Winchester, TN , be f o r e mov i n g to Por te rs B l u f f . In 1861,Wm. Gui l fo rd pu rchased land
i n Sec t i on 13, Townsh i p 1 , Range 9 Eas t . I n 1870, h i s occupa t i on w a s s t i l l p ro fesso r o f language.
H i s daugh te r, Ha t t i e w a s recorded as a teache r o f mus i c . T he Gui l fo rds had a b lack f ema le
domest i c servant a n d a 10 y ea r o l d b l a c k ma l e domest i c servant in t h e i r househo ld in 1870 .
4. GOODSONMcDANIEL, b o r n in 1793 in TN, l i v ed nea r t h e Po r te r s a n d Gui l fo rds in 1870 a n d w a s
reco rded as be ing a m i n i s t e r o f t h e gospe l . M r . McDanie l h a d a 23 yea r o l d b l a c k m a l e i n h i s
househo ld . McDan ie l b e g a n buy i n g l and in J a c k s o n Coun t y as ear l y as Oc tobe r 1850.
5. R. M. WATSON, bo r n in 1816 in ENGLAND, a n d h i s w i f e , Minna, b o r n in 1817 in NORWAY, l i ved
nea r t h e Gui l fords a n d Por te rs in 1870 .
6 . JOHN a n d MARIA THOMAS, b o t h b lack, a n d b o r n in Mary l and , l i ved n e x t d o o r to R . M. Wa tson .
L i v i n g w i t h t h em w a s R icha rd Breck in r i dge , b l ack , a m ine r, w h o w a s b o r n in VA .
7. FERDINAND LETTERSCHEIT, bo r n in 1795 in FRANCE,w a s a wa t c hman at t h e m ines .
8 . JOSEPH POTTS, b o r n in 1798 in TN, w a s recorded as a m i l l e r a n d b lacksmi th . H i s ne i ghbo r,
JAMES C. MILLER, b o r n i n 1810 i n TN, w a s reco rded as a " s a w y e r ' mean i ng he dea l t i n t imbe r
c u t t i n g . The re w a s a 55 y e a r o l d b l a c k domes t i c servant l i v i n g w i t h J ames C . Mi l l e r.
9. MAURIS CONDON, b o r n in 1791 in IRELAND,w a s recorded as a stone mason in 1870.
1 0 . CORNELIUS PRESSNEL, b o r n in 1797 in NC, w a s reco rded as a carpenter. In J u l y 1861
Pressne l pu rchased l a n d in Sec t i on 3 , Townsh i p 2 , Range 9 Eas t .
1 0 . J OHN BRYANT, b o r n i n 1805 in TN, w a s reco rdedas a b lacksm i th i n t h e 1870 census . I n
1852, J o h n B r yan t pu r chased t h e Ea s t h a l f o f t h e Nor theas t quar ter o f Sec t i on 18 i n Townsh i p 1 ,
Range 10 East . In J . R. Kennamer ‘s HISTORY OF JACKSON COUNTY, he s t a t e d t h a t B r yan t , AL,
w a s named f o r Wi l l iam H. B r y a n t (1841-1903) s o n of J o h n B ryan t ) .
11 . D r . F. D . P i e r ce o f Sy r a cuse , N Y, c ame to B r yan t i n 1883 a n d pu r chased 2000 ac r e s . He
organ ized t h e No r t h A l abama Coa l Co . a n d bu i l t a ra i l road t r am to t h e Tennessee R i v e r . T h e
m i n e s prov ided w o r k f o r m a n y men, a n d t h e moun t a i n popu l a t i o n increased rap id l y. 9



MARCH 25, 1883 ARSON ON PORTERS BLUFF
comp i l ed by Ann B. ‘Chambless

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO CITIZEN da ted Ap r i l 11 , 1883:
J o h n Grayson a n d Geo r g e a n d Asbury Hughe s w e r e a r r e s t e d a n d l o d ged i n t h e
Sco t tsboro j a i l l a s t Sa tu rday, on susp i c i on o f burn ing M r . Por ter 's house n e a r

Carpente r. They w e r e cap t u r ed by t h e i r repress ib le Cap t . B i l l G lover. Grayson w a s
cap t u r e d a t Bass, a n d t h e Hughes brothers w e r e cap t u r e d unde r a house . They

admit , we Ieam, o f s tea l i ng M r . Por ter 's mea t a f e w n igh t s be fo re t h e burn ing, b u t
deny burn ing t h e house.

The i r pre l iminary t r i a l c omes o f f at Carpen te r n e x t Monday. Grayson is t h e
s t ep f a t he r o f t h e Hughes brothers.

SYNOPSIS of NEW YORK TIMES COVERAGE of t h e Po r te r House Arson:
On t h e n i g h t of Ma r ch 25, 1883, f o u r m e n d isgu ised themselves a n d v i s i t e d t h e
res idence of Henry a n d El izabeth (Standish) Po r te r. L iv ing w i t h t h e Porters at
t h a t t i m e we r e Susan 2. Stand ish (s is ter of Elizabeth Porter) , Mrs. Ruby
Chubbuck, a n d Misses Ha t t i e La rge a n d Mary Ramsey. T h e me n fired th rough th
w i n d ow many t imes a n d fina l l y en te red t h e house a n d demanded t h a t $500 .00 be ‘ “
p a i d to t h em to leave . M r . Po r te r re fused to g r an t t h i s demand, a n d t h e m e n s e t
t h e res idence on fi re by sa tu ra t i ng a b e d w i t h c o a l o i l a n d apply ing a ma t c h to i t .
Whi le t h e flames w e r e rag ing , severa l t runks w e r e t a k e n ou t in t h e y a r d a n d
robbed of t h e i r contents . When o n e of t h e lad ies escaped w i t h a bundle of h e r
c lo th ing , s h e w a s assau l ted w i t h a r o c k . " T h e l a d i e s w e r e insu l t ed a n d d i d n o t
r e co ve r f rom t he i r f r i gh t f o r mon t h s a f te rwa r . "

SOURCE: Appea l f r om Jac k son Coun ty, A labama Ci rcu i t Cou r t .
Tr i ed be fo re Hon . H . C . Speake .
Dur ingt h e 1883 f a l l t e rm o f t h e Jackson Coun tyC i rcu i t Court , GeorgeHughes ,
Asbury Hughes , J o h n W. Grayson a n d George Sm i t h ( j o i n t defendants) w e r e
ind ic ted f o r w i l l f u l l y s e t t i n g fi r e t o a n d burn ing t h e dwe l l i ng house o f Hen ry Por te r
( l oca ted on Por ters Bluff ) , on t h e n i g h t o f March 25 , 1883. They w e r e t r i e d a n d
conv i c t ed . Geo rge Smi th , Asbu r y Hughes a n d Geo rge Hughes w e r e sentenced
to be hanged , a n d J o h n W. Graysonw a s sen tenced to imp r i sonmen t i n t h e
pen i ten t ia ry f o r l i f e . ‘

10



‘ V M A R C H 25, 1883 ARSON ON PORTERS BLUFF c o m p i l e d by A n n B . Chamb less
M i s s S u s a n 2. Standish, t h e s i s t e r of Henry Por te r ' s w i f e Elizabeth, r e s i d e d at t h e
Por te r res idence at t h e t i m e of t h e fi r e . M i s s Stand ish tes t i fied to t h e
c i rcumstances a t t e n d i n g t h e c o m m i s s i o n of t h e o f f e n s e a n d ident ified t h e
de fendan ts as t h e g u i l t y p a r t i e s . S h e test ified, i n t e r a l i a , t h a t " s h e d i d n o t
r e c o g n i z e G e o r g e H u g h e s a n d J o h n G r a y s o n u n t i l t h e h o u s e w a s o n fire, w h e n
s h e s a w t h e m s t a n d i n g u n d e r a n a p p l e tree, a b o u t o n e hundred s teps f r o m t h e
house . " I t w a s a lso s h o w n t h a t t h r e e t r u n k s w e r e removed f r o m t h e burn ing
house, i n o n e o f w h i c h w a s a p h i a l o f m e d i c i n e b e l o n g i n g t o o n e o f t h e l a d i e s
res id ing a t t h e house . Dur ing t h e fi re , t h e s e t r u n k s w e r e ca r r i ed o f f ; a b o u t s i x
w e e k s o r t w o m o n t h s a f t e r t h e fi r e , t h e p h i a l o f m e d i c i n e w a s f o u n d a t t h e h o u s e
o f o n e Mrs . McKinney, w h e r e t h e de fendant S m i t h s t a y e d , a n d whom, a f t e r t h e
fi re , h e mar r i e d . I n f o rma t i on w a s the reby o b t a i n e d w h i c h l e d to t h e reco ve ry o f
o n e o f t h e t r u n k s .
T h i s c a s e w a s a p p e a l e d t o t h e A l a b a m a S u p r e m e C o u r t w h o r e n d e r e d t h e f o l l o w i n g
ru l ing :
" W e d iscover no er ro r in t h e record, a n d t h e j u d g m e n t of t h e cour t must, therefore, be
a ffi rmed as to e a c h of t h e severa l defendants. I t is acco rd ing l y ordered a n d ad judged

, tha t , on Fr iday, t h e fi r s t d a y o f A u g u s t , 1884, t h e s h e r i f f o f J a c k s o n Coun ty e x e c u t e t h e
sentence of t h e l a w by h a n g i n g t h e s a i d defendants, G e o r g e Smith, Asbury H u g h e s a n d
George Hughes , e a c h by t h e n e c k u n t i l he is dead, in obed ience to t h e j u d g m e n t a n d
sentence o f s a i d c i r c u i t cour t as here in a ffi rmed. "
Thus, t h e PORTER H O U S E a r s o n c a s e r e s u l t e di n t h e o n l y d e a t h b y
e x e c u t i o n sen tence e v e r r e n d e r e d i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r h a n g i n g o f
a n  a r s o n i s t / s ) .
SOURCE: THE JACKSONVILLE, ALABAMA REPUBLICAN, A u g u s t 9, 1884:
THREEWHITE MEN H A N G F O R ARSON: Scottsboro, Ala., A u g . 1st
" G e o r g e Smi th , Asbu ry H u g h e s a n d G e o r g e Hughes , a l l w h i t e a n d u n d e r t w e n t y - fi v e
y e a r s o f a g e , w e r e h a n g e d h e r e a t o n e o ' c l o c k t o d a y. T h e y w e r e c o n v i c t e d o f
burn ing t h e house of H e n r y P o r t e r on S a n d Mounta in . I t w a s t h e fi r s t i ns tance
o f t h e dea th pena l t y be ing en fo r ced f o r a r son in t h e fi r s t deg ree in t h i s
s ta te . T h e y w e r e a l l bap t i zed j u s t be fo re t h e y l e f t j a i l . G e o r g e Hughes t r i e d to
i n fl a m e t h e c r o w d by a s p e e c h f r o m t h e j a i l house w i n d o w a n d succeeded in
c r e a t i n g cons iderab le fee l i ng . G e o r g e S m i t h a n d A s b u r y Hughes a l s o m a d e s h o r t
add resses f r o m t h e j a i l w i n d o w, b o t h deny ing t h e i r g u i l t , t h e f o r m e r con fess ing
to o t h e r c r imes. T h e y m o u n t e d t h e g a l l o w s w i t h a fi r m step . At o n e o ' c l o c k t h e
d r o p f e l l a n d t h e y d i e d w i t h b u t f e w s t r u g g l e s . " 1 1



DR. F. D. PIERCE a n d THE ALABAMA COAL COMPANY \ ‘ - "

c omp i l ed by Ann B. Chambless

Scottsboro, A l a . ‐Repo r t e d t h a t D r. F. D . Pierce, p robab l y o f Scottsboro, a n d D r. R .
V. Pierce, Buffalo, N . Y. , h a v e pu r c h a s ed t h e proper ty o f t h e A labama B l a c k Band
I r o n 8 . Coa l Ra i lway Co., cons is t i ng o f abou t 16,000 acres o f coa l , t imbe r a n d

m i ne r a l lands, a n d w i l l deve lop t h e c o a l a n d t imbe r resources. D r. F. D. P ie rce
Is n o w opera t i ng a c o a l m i n e n e a r I s land Creek .

SOURCE: D a i l ybu l l e t i n of t h e Manufacturers recorg, Volumes 17-18, d a t e dNovember2 7 , 1907

B IG DEAL IN ALABAMA COAL LAND.
One of t h e la rges t l a nd dea l s in y e a r s w a s c losed at Scottsboro, Ala., r e cen t l y. T h e
proper ty o f t h e Alabama B l a c k Band I ron and Coal Rai lway Company, cons is t ing of abou t
16,000 acres of t h e fi n e mine ra l a n d t imbe r lands, s i t ua ted on Cumberland mounta in , in
J a c k son coun t y. Ala. , a n d ex t e nd i n g f r om nea r L im r o c k on t h e wes t t o M u d c r e e k on t h e
east, h a s been s o l d to Drs . R. V. a n d F. D. Pierce. It w a s a c a s h transaction, a n d t h e p r i c e
is a w a y up in t h e thousands, and t h e t r ade has been f u l l y consummated. This is a v e r y
va luab le t r ac t o f land, a n d t h e la rges t body o f l and unde r o n e owne rsh ip i n t h e coun t y. I t
h a s va luab le c o a l a n d t imbe r resources, a n d it w a s f o r t h e purpose of deve lop ing t hese ~ \ ,

t h a t t h e p rope r t y w a s pu rchased .
SOURCE: Fue l Magaz ine : t h e Coa l O p e r a t o r s Na t iona l W e e k l y , Vo l . 1 0 , d a t e d 1907

Frank l in Duane PIERCE, s o n of Duane a n d Mary (Morse) Pierce, bo rn February 22,
1853,w a s educa ted in t h e Bu f fa l o h i g h schoo l a n d Wi l l i ams Academy. H i s
p ro fess iona l educa t ion w a s ob ta ined a t t h e Ec l ec t i c Med ica l Inst i tute, Cincinnat i ,
Ohio, graduated , M. D., c l a s s o f 1875, a n d at t h e Univers i ty o f t h e C i t y o f N e w
York , Med ica l Col lege, c l a s s o f 1878. He p r a c t i c e d med i c i ne i n Buffalo, N e w York ,
f r om 1875 to 1886, e x cep t o n e y e a r spen t a t Univers i ty Med i ca l Col lege,N e w
Yo rk , a n d i n hosp i ta ls p rac t i c i ng med i c i ne a n d su rge r y. F rom 1886 to 1900 he
conduc ted a p r i va te san i ta r ium at Union Spr ings ,N e w Yo r k . F r om 1900 to 1903
he p ra c t i c ed med i c i ne i n Sy racuse , N e w Yo r k . I n t h e l a t t e r y ea r he l oca ted
in Ja c k son coun t y, Alabama, a n d engaged in t h e deve lopmen t o f c o a l
a n d t i m b e r lands, a n d is n o w (1911) so engaged , be i n g v i ce -p res iden t
a n d manage r o f t h e P ie r ce Deve lopmen t Company.
SOURCE: Genealog ica l 8 ; Fam i l y H i s t o r y of Western N e wYo r k : Vo l . 2 ed i ted by Wi l l i am R. Cu t t e r 12



\ “ DR. F. D. PIERCE an d H I S ALABAMA COAL COMPANY comp i l e d by A n n B. Chamb less (Cont inued)

T h e November 28, 1907 ed i t i on of THE STEVENSON CHRONICLES (newspaper)
men t i o ned D r. F. D. P i e r c e a n d t h e money he h a d spen t deve lop ing h i s p rope r t i es
on S a n d Mounta in a t B ryan t . A l though D r. P ierce h a d no min ing exper ience, he
h a d an e y e f o r marke t ing . He recogn ized t h e demand f o r A labama coa l / t imber
a n d t o o k advan tage o f c h eap moun t a i n l a n d in J a c k s o n Coun ty t h a t w a s s t i l l
ava i lab le in t h e ear ly 1900s .
D r. P i e r ce bu i l t an inc l i ne ra i l road f r om h i s B ryan t c o a l m i n e to t h e base of Sand
Moun t a i n n e a r t h e t i p o f L o n g I s l a nd i n H o g J a w Va l l e y. Nea r Reese's Fe r r y, t h e
c o a l w a s loaded on ba rges a n d t r anspo r t ed t o po i n t s No r t h . Acco rd i ng t o l o c a l
n e w s p r i n t ed in THE STEVENSON CHRONICLES on November 28, 1907, h i s c o a l
m i n i n g bus inessw a s so good ( i n 1907) t h a t he ordered a second locomot i ve .
At t h e t im e of t h e 1910 Jac k son Coun t y, A labama census, D r. Frank l in D. a n d
Ma r y A l i c e P ie rce ' s h o m e w a s l o c a t e d on t h e Tren ton a n d Ke l l y Fe r ry Road in
Bryan t , Alabama. H i s occupa t i on w a s reco rded as "p rop r i e to r o f No r th Alabama
Coa l Company. " The i r n ea r neighbors inc luded Char les W. Bryan t w h o owne d a
gene ra l s tore i n 1910; A r t hu r Barnes, a c o a l miner; R i cha rd 2 . Hambly, a c o a l
miner; Susan 2. Standish; Thomas a n d Ben jamin Pet t i t t ; a n d Samue l Gran t .
I n 1920, D r. a n d Mrs . P i e r c e ow n e d a home in B r i dgepo r t . D r. P ierce 's o c c u pa t i o n
w a s reco rded as ma n a g e r o f a l umbe r a n d c o a l c ompan y. The i r 1920 Br idgepor t
ne ighbors inc luded J ame s L. Troxel l , L e o n a n d Car r ie Hughes , James W. a n d
Maude Jones, Frank l inW a n d Ruby Carr, a n d Mar i on S. Wh i che r.
In h i s MY VALLEY, MY HOME: THE HISTORYOF HOG JAW VALLEY, au t ho r J o h n
B. Hembree descr ibed t h e P i e r c e t r am l i ne as "a p a i r o f s t e e l r a i l s t h a t e x t e nded
f r om o v e r 1,000 f e e t e leva t ion . " M r . Hembree a l s o t o l d h o w s ome of t h e m i n e
wo r k e r s wou l d t a k e a "ho rseshoe b e d ro l l e r r i d e " d o w n t h e t r am l ine . He ca l l ed
t h i s p r a c t i c e " t h e fi r s t r o l l e r c oas t e r i n H o g J a w Va l l e y. " He s t a t ed : " T h e q u i c k
r i de requ i red t w o me n . E a c h m a n h a d a s tou t p l a n k 6 to 8 inches w i d e a n d 15 to
18 i n ches i n l eng t h . A sma l l m u l e shoe w a s na i l e d t o t h e f r on t edge o f t h e p l ank
w i t h t h e o p e n e n d ex t end i ng as f a r a s poss ib le b e l ow t h e bo t t om s i d e o f t h i s
p l ank . On t h e b o t t om s i d e of t h e p lank , n e a r t h e b a c k end, a nai l -on b e d ro l l e r
w a s fas tened . T h e mu l e s h o e a n d t h e b e d ro l l e r h a d to be secu re l y fas tened . T h e
t w o r i de rs h a d to t r a v e l a t t h e s am e speed . "
G l en Bai ley 's h om e in B r yan t is nea r t h e o l d P ierce t r am l i ne .
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‐BOOKS FORSALE
BUILDING BRIDGES AND ROADS IN THE KOREAN CONFLICT:
HISTORYOF COMPANY B FROMSCO'ITSBORO,ALABAMA, DURING
THE “FORGOTTENWAR” pub l ished j o i n t l y by t h e author, D r. Rona ld H.
Dykes, a n d t h e J CHA Is div ided i n t o fi v e sec t i ons . The fi r s t i s a b r i e f
h i s t o r y o f t h e Ko rean Confl i c t . The se cond sec t i on i s a h is tory o f
Company B w h i c h w a s pa r t o f t h e 151‘t Comba t Eng ineers Bat ta l ion
headquartered in Huntsville,AL . 11Ie t h i r d sec t i on includesDr. Dykes’
in te rv iewsw i t h 13 membe r s o f Company B. T h e fou r t h sec t i on
consists of 18 hal f -page p i c t u res t aken by J a k eWord, t h e bat ta l ion
photographer du r i ng t h e l a t t e r p a r t of h i s tour In Korea. T h e fi f t h
sec t i on Is an append i x t h a t inc ludesin terv iewsw i t h t w o veterans w h o
were i n t h e Con fl i c t b u t n o t i n Company B .
The p r i c e o f t h e boo k is $25.50 by ma i l o r i t m a y be p i c k ed up at t h e
Scottsboro Pub l i c L ib ra ry or t h e Scottsboro-Jackson Coun t y Her i t age
Center f o r $22.95. I f o r de r i ng by ma i l , s e n d y o u r check payab l e t o t h e
JCHA In t h e amoun t of $25.50 to JCHA, P.O . B O X 1494,SCO'ITSBORO,
ALABAMA 357684494. You w i l l w a n t to o r d e r y o u r copy now, s i n c e a
l im i ted number o f c o p i e s o f t h i s g r e a t b o o k a b o u t t h e Ko rean Co n fl i c t
a r e avai lable. D r . Dykes’ o t h e r t w o books so l d ou t qu i ck l y, and, w h e n
ra re cop i es c a n be found v Ia i n t eme t sources, these t w o out-of -pr ln t
books have s o l d f o r as much as $200.90a copy=
THE HISTORYOF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, by J o h n R.
Kennamer, 1935 edit ion, re-publ ished by t h e JCHA . Pr ice by ma i l is
314.00. M a i l c h e c k payab le to JCHA HISTORY BOOK an d ma i l to
HISTORY BOOK, P.O . BOX 1494,SCO'ITSBORO,ALABAMA 35768‑
1494. ‑

RENEWMEMBERSHIP JANUARY 1
MEMBERSHIP DUES NEWOR RENH IAL
ANNUAL DUES - $20.00 SeniorCi t izens ( 6 5 o r o l d e r ) - $15.00
L i f e Membersh ip - $150.00 .
Ma i l c he c k to JCHA, P. 0. BOX 1494,SCOTTSBORO,AL 35768-1494
Please p rov i de :
NAME
ADDRESS

CITY 9 STATE Z IP coma
IF PAID201‘does NOTam on y o u r ma i l i ng label, PLEASE
forward you r check to JCHA Treasurer. Include 9-d ig i t z i p c o de .
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