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The Jackson County Historical Association will meet Sunday, January 25, 2009, 2:00
p.m., in Stevenson in the North Alabama Co-op meeting room. ProgramVice-President
Kelly Goodowens is pleased to announce the programwill be a brief history of Crow
Town which was originally locatedat the mouth of Crow Creek. After the program,
attendees will be invited to travel a very short distance across Crow Creek Bridge for
the unveiling of the Crow Town historic marker which is located on the east side of
Higway 72 near the front of Aunt Bea's Restaurant. Attendees should wear clothing
suitable for a brief outdoor ceremony when the marker is unveiled. Please feel free to
invite a friend.
Crow Town, just south of Stevenson, and Long Island Town, just east of Bridgeport,
were the first two settlements in Jackson County. These two areas were home to both
Cherokees and a few white men in the early 1780s.

ATTENTION SCOTTSBORO DEPOT MUSEUMCOMMITTEE MEMBERS: On January 17,
10:00 am . the museum committee will meetwith Mrs. Frances Robb in the meeting
room of the Scottsboro Public Library to develop plans for interior design and exhibits
of the Scottsboro DepotMuseum.

ATTENTION JCHA-MEMBERS (local and out of State residents): PLEASE share ANY
railroad artifacts you havewith the JCHA. The Scottsboro Railroad Depot, built 1860‑
1861, is ready to showcase relics from the early days of rail transportation. We need
your contributions to tell the collectivestory of the individual items requiredto make
the trains glide down the track and show how the railroad shaped our town and county.
The JCHA is also seeking old photographs (both originals and copies) of Scottsboro's
early residents (1850s through 1930s) for a picture gallery in the depot museum.

2009 annual dues were due and payable on January 1, 2009. IF paid 2009 does not
appea r on the ma i l i nq label of y o u r January 2009 edition of THE CHRONICLES, please
mail your check to:
JCHA TREASURER, P. O. Box 1494, SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768, as follows:
Annual Dues (except senior citizens) - $20.00
Senior Citizens, 65 years of age - $15.00
Life Membership dues - $150.00

Please include your 9-DIGIT ZIP CODEWITH your membership renewal. IFYOUR
ADDRESS CHANGES, please notify the JCHA. Members in good standing receive THE
JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES in January, April, July, and October.

CHRONICLES EDITOR: Ann B. Chambless, 435 Barbee Lane
Scottsboro, AL 35769 email: rabc123@scottsboro.org
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Picture of MARGARET J. (Rogers) NELSONGAYLE I :5
(1822 - 1894) »

(courtesy of Bettye Tyson of Dearborn Heights, MI

ANCESTOR SEARCHING IN JACKSON COUNTY. ALABAMA
RO(D)GERS, NELSON, and GALE
Bet tye J. Tyson , 3945 Syracuse. Dearborn Heights, Michigan 48125-2116. seeks info on
MARGARET J. RO(D)GERS, born October 13,1822,died August 18, 1894,was daughter of Martha Rogers,
(born 1775 in NC) who was living with Margaret at the time of 1850Jackson County census. Martha
Rogerswas the widow of William Rogers from Barren Co, KY.Martha Rogerswas a member of the Forks
of Crow Creek Baptist Church. Was her maiden nameWilkinson??? In 1850, their neighbors included
LarkinsWillis,Wm. E. Looney,William and Rachel (Williams) Matthews; and Abner HuddlestOn.
MARGARET ROGERSmarried her first husqbgq’tfihnNELSON, onJune 29, 1845, in Franklin Co, TN.
Their children were: William Nelson born a d Margaret Nelson, born ca. 1848,died 1881,maried
Jefferson L. Owen on Mar 12,1868.Margaret Nelson Owen is buried in Woods Cove-Freeman Cemetery.
MARGARET (ROGERS) NELSONmarried James Alex GAYLE on June 18, 1852,and their children were:
James R. Gayle, born June 16, 1853, died Oct 15, 1927; Sarah C. Gayle, born March 7, 1856,md James
Wiley Wilhelm; Jessie B. Gayle, born ca 1859; Mary S. Gayle, born ca 1859;William H.Gayle, born May 24,
1861,died Jan 11, 1922; and a female, born July 4, 1864.
Both Margaret(Rogers) Nelson Gayle and hermother,% ?Wilkinson) Rogers, are buried in Woods
Cove-Freeman Cemetery in Scottsboro, AL, as is Margaret's second husband, James Alexander Gayle,
born Mar 2, 1827, died May 1, 1903,and several of their children.
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THE DOCUMENTS OFCHARLOTTE McCOLLUM

PART V: THE END

by John McCollum Green

The year is 1873, and Curtis McCOLLUM is under pressure to honor a debt for a piece
of land that he purchased from O. D. SLEDGE. The debt had been passed from Mr.
SLEDGE to H. B. DILLARD to satisfy a debt owed by SLEDGE to DILLARD. The letter is
dated January 2, 1873, "Dear Sir, You promised and I expected a thousand dollars
Christmas Day, from you. Let me know when you can and will pay it; the earliest time.
Respectfully, H. B. DILLARD. This letter, like its predecessors, is on a page with the
letterhead of "O. D. SELDGE, Dry Goods, Hats, Caps, Boots and Shoes, Clothes, &c".

Apparently, Mr. DILLARD, was patient and did not write again until July 18, 1873. As
with his previous letters, this one was short and to the point. "Mr. Curtis McCOLLUM,
New Market. Dear Sir, I will be at home for some time now, so you can send down the
check; your son desired I should write him to this effect. Very Respectfully, H. B.
DILLARD" The son referred to is almost certainly Jasper, who (I learned from other
research) was trying to settle the family's debts before moving to Texas, which he did
prior to 1880. This letter is on a different letterhead. "Fire Insurance. Home
Protection of North Alabama. Policies issued only to respectable and for small lines.
Offices in Company's building, Huntsville". The company's officers are listed in small
print across the top of the letterhead "Robert COXE, President; Ex-Governor Reuben
CHAPMAN, vice president; Henry B. DILLARD, Secretary. DILLARD's signature
remains at the bottom of the page, but a small section of the document has been cut
out just below the signature. This makes for a strange statement at the bottom of the
letter. "Cholera has disappeared from . The blank is where the section had
been removed. There was more writing below this'line, because the top of a " t "
appears below the word cholera, but the rest of the page has been cut away using a
sharp instrument because the edge is very smooth.

Curtis had a receipt from A. C. PLUMBER of Salem, TN, dated Dec 16, 1873, for the
purchase of one pair of ladies shoes for $1.75 on September 30th, 1872, and October
1, 1873, for the purchase of socks and something that I can't decipher for $1.25, for a
total of $3.00. The best guess I can make for the unknown item(s) is "slippers for
LARKIN". This doesn't make any sense to me, but-it's my best guess.

Another receipt was for Curtis' store account with R. J. WHITAKER(?) dated 1873. The
bil l runs from July 1872 to Oct 1873 and includes such items as hose (socks), lace, a
curry comb, shoes, calico, domestic (cloth), Linsey (cloth). a set of buttons, thread, a
side saddle, repair of an old saddle, silk, tobacco and several items I can't read for a
total of $36.30.. One item, which I can't identify, Was returned for a credit making the
total owed $34.30. The location of WHITAKER's store is not mentioned, but prior
receipts show that Curtis had been doing business with him since at least 1848. I
have a total of 6 more receipts signed by WHITAKER, including a bill of sale for two
slaves.
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CHARLOTTE McCOLLUM PAPERS by John McCollum Green (Continued)
Curtis McCOLLUM died October 1, 1873, without having repaid the loan to Mr.
DILLARD.. The rest of the documents deal with settling his estate, with the exception
of the final item, which is a letter. I know from probate records filed in Madison
County that Curtis died without a will, so the first necessary thing was to get an
administrator to manage the disposition of his estate and then to inventory the estate. T’
In keepingwith the theme of this paper, I won't address the probate records except to
report that Curtis' wife Cynthia and his son Jasper were appointed by the court to
administer the estate. '

The estate inventory didn't take very long because there wasn't much to assess.
"Inventory of appraisals of Curtis McCOLLUM estate: 3 beds of steads, 1 bay mare, 1
brown mare (purchased by Jasper McCOLLUM for $5),-7 year old filly (purchased by
another son George W. McCOLLUM for $39), 1 young colt, 1 milch (milk) cow, young
hogs X 8, sold X8 (I 'm not sure what that means), 4 plows and 1 set gear, 1 sythe and
cradle, 1 man's saddle sold $5, 1 wagon, com. This is a meager estate for a man who
was once a prominent farmer and land owner prior to the War.

The following is a rough draft for an auction announcement for Curtis' estate. The
indicated blanks are indeed present since a sale date had not yet been chosen.
"Administrator's Sale. By virtue of an order of the Probate Court of Madison County,
Alabama, the undersigned as the Administrator and Administratrix (sic) of the estate
of Curtis McCOLLUM, deceased, will sell at public auction to the highest bidder for
cash on the premises of said auction on the _ t h day of , 1873. The
personal property of said deceased consisting of horses, corn, hay and corn farming
equipment, etc. Terms of the sale strictly cash and no property delivered until
purchaser has paid". Below this statement are signature spaces identified as
McCOLLUM Administrator, and McCOLLUM Administratrix.

Another document is an account of expenses incurred against the estate of Curtis
McCOLLUM, deceased, from 15th October until the l s t of January (1874): 4 trips to
Huntsville and one Tavern bill each trip $2,00 X 4 $8.00, Letter printer's fee $11.25,
one trip to Winchester $5.00, one trip to Huntland $2.00, expense to dispossess
ERWIN from land $5.00. I don't know who wrote this document. The handwriting is
better than Jasper McCOLLUM's hand which I have seen in probate documents which
are hard to read. Newton Franklin McCOLLUM's hand is better, but it doesn't look like
this document. Based on the next item described, it also isn't the writing of Curtis'
friend George LARKIN. It could be Cynthia's, but I dOn't have an example of her
writing to compare it.

George LARKIN bought clothing for Curtis, presumably for his burial from a Martin
THOMPSON, October 1, 1873: one coat $12.00, 1 pair pants $4.50, 1 shirt $2.50, 1
pair gloves $2.75 for a total of $19.25.

OnOctober 18, 1874,Jasper McCOLLUM prepared the following account statement.
"Account against the Estate of Curtis McCOLLUM for money paid in the Land Bought of
O. D. SLEDGE. 1869 to 1874 Principle $200 Interest $43; 1871to 12 barrels of
Com@$3.00; Expenses as Administrator on duty $10.00" for a total of $289. “
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CHARLOTTE McCOLLUM PAPERS by John McCollumGreen (Continued)

Curtis' wife, Cynthia, must have sold something on credit, because she had a receipt
from a G.W. RIDDLE for four dollars "as witnessed by my hand and seal". The note
was signed by G.W. and witnessed by J. M. RIDDLE. This is dated November 13',
1875.

Cynthia also paid taxes on the "SledgeProperty" for the year of 1881and got a receipt
for the payment: "Huntsville, Ala, April 28th/82 (1882). Received of Synthia (sic)
McCOLLUM nineteen 25/100 dollars state and county taxes paid cash for the year
1881on property in Hazel GreenMadison County beat." It is signed by James H.
WARE. Cynthia sent her payment by registered mail with certified receipt. I also have
the receipt signed by Mr. WARE as well as the envelope that contained the receipt. It
is postmarked from Huntsville on April 28, with no year indicated. Unfortunately the
stamp has been removed from the envelope. It was addressed to Cynthia in Francisco,
Jackson County, Ala.

The last document in this collection that can be dated is a letter from Grand Saline,
Vanzandt County, Texas. It was written by Jasper McCOLLUM's oldest daughter,
Eugenia Ellen McCOLLUM to her grandmother (Cynthia McCOLLUM) and is dated the
22nd, 1878, but she failed to include the month. Eugenia, or Genia as she was called,
would have been about 17 years old at that time. If you recall, Jasper had been
wanting to move west just after the War Between the States, but familial duties kept
him busy at least through the end of 1874. The season must be spring because Genia
commented on the warm temperatures and that they were trying to get their crops
planted. Her mother had already planted the garden and her "onions and English peas
look nice." The family had been residing in Arkansas for some time because Genia
uses this letter to describe their move to Texas from Arkansas. Genia speaks of riding
the railroad from Little Rock to Texarkana, TX, which was a new experience for her.
She mentions crossing several rivers, but was unable to see very much because it was
dark. She continues "We crossed the Arkansas River on a bridge built over the
railroad. It is a grand sight to see. It is wide enough for two wagons to pass each
other on it."

_Genia then talks about the things she had seen on the trip from Arkansas including the
Arkansas state penitentiary, two cities, many country towns and villages, two
Mexicans, one Indian, and many Texans from various parts of the country. The thing
she found most impressive, however, was a "'hothouse where flowers bloom all the
winter. It is something new and strange to see flowers in the dead of winter, is it
not?" She closes the letter with her wish that "sis, Carter _ ’ _ , _ ? _ _ KILPATRICK,
and _ _ ? _ HOWARD to write to me." "Tell cousins Sallie IRVIN, Fannie LARKIN, and
Larna GATTIS to write us". She finishes the letter by expressing that they had not
forgotten their old home.



CHARLOTTE McCOLLUM PAPERS by John McCollumGreen (Continued)

There are about a dozen more items that 'I can't date. Most are receipts and none
contain names that have not already been mentioned in this series. Two items are a
little different. One is an essay on the value of an education. I don't know who wrote
it or when. It could have even been my father's. The final item is a receipe for an "
unknown mixture for an unknown purpose. It is attributed to a James LlNSEY. No.
One extria (?) Preparation 3, 3 pounds; No. One Preparation 6, 6 pounds; Sal Soda, 4
pounds, water 87 pounds. Makes 100 pounds, DisSolve in one bucket of water on the
fire, then add 3 more buckets of water and stir t i l well mixed. Put in a vessel to keep
them ready for use.

Upon his death, Curtis was buried in the cemetery behind the Concord Presbyterian
Church on Joe Quick Road about half way between New Market and Hazel Green in
Madison County, AL. Cynthia joined him there March 28, 1900. Jasper McCOLLUM,
who married Nancy Jane TAYLOR 12/27/1860, finally moved his family to Arkansas
sometime after‘1874, then onto Van Zandt Countym, TX, where hedied in 1879. Heis
buried in Creagleville,TX. Jasper and his family probably moved with his brother
Newton Franklin and his family. I don't have any actual proof that Jasper and Newton,
who married Nancy Emiline GREEN, moved their families together, except that it fits
all the other data I have been able to find. Later, Newton moved to Oklahoma,
although land records do not indicate that he was a land rush participant. Newton
would have been in his sixties at the time of the rush, so it is probable that he moved
to Oklahoma along with one of his children's families. He died in Centrahoma,
Oklahomam in 1909. He is buried in Cintra Cemetery, Hughes County, OK. Charlotte
McCOLLUM marriedWilliam H.GREEN brother of Nancy Emiline, 2/6/1867. William
built the cabin that stands on the north side of AL highway 65 in the big curve, just
south of the Tennessee line. This is my bloodline, and this cabin was home to 5
family generations, but is presently not habitable. My cousins still own the property.
William and Charlotte are buried in the Beech Grove Cemetery in Francisco, AL.
GeorgeW. McCOLLUM moved to Madison County AL, where hemarried Mary Henrietta
HAYMAKER on September 29, 1870, and remained there until his death in 1917. He
is buried in Concord Cemetery along with his parents, but his wife is not. There are
two more sisters in this family which were never mentioned in any of the documents in
my possession. For that matter, Charlotte McCOLLUM is never mentioned by name
either. Emily C.McCOLLUM (born c 1831)married H. L. IRWIN 12/23/1852, but that
is all I know about her. I have no information on Permelia McCOLLUM exceptthat she
was born about 1838. John R. McCOLLUM, son of Curtis' brother Barnabas, went to
Mexico in the late 1860s and was never heard from again. '

This concludes the description of the documents saved by CharlotteMcCOLLUM. I
would be happy to address any questions or comments about the series or the
individuals named within them. My e-mail address is dragonriders@mchsi.com.

EDITOR'S NOTE: In an Editor's Note on page 6 of the October 2008 CHRONICLES, your
editor printed O. D.Sledge as O.D. Street. Please make this correction in your October
CHRONICLES.
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1846-1850 STORE ACCOUNT BOOKS OF DAVID LARKINAND EWARDH. DILLARD
by Ann B. Chambless

David Larkin and his son-in-law, Edward H. Dillard, opened a general mercantilestore at
Larkins Landing on what we now know as Goose Pond Island in November 1846. The
island was called Coosada Island in 1822when David Larkin and his brother-in-law,
Richard B. Clayton, purchased 640 acres from Richard Riley. Rileywas half Cherokee
and obtained his 640-acre reserve under the Cherokee Treaty of 1819. Richard Riley
was able to sell his land because it had been granted in fee simple. The 1820survey of
this reserve shows Richard Riley's housewas on the eastern edge of the island and
near the mouth of Sauta Creek where it empties into the Tennessee River.
The Larkin-Dillard firm contract dated November 1, 1846, reads as follows:
"David Larkin and Edward Dillard agrees to sell goods, raisestock, and g in
partnership for a term of five years at Larkins Landing (in) Jackson County, Ala. The
conditions are as follows, viz:
David Larkin is to furnish on his part the farm say the River Reservationwith two negro
boys Fortune and David and a negro man for to do the washing and cooking, with fifty
head of cattle, fifty head of hogs, thirty head of sheep, and two good work horses and
one wagon and one yoke of steers. Dillard on his part is to attend to the store, stock,
and farming free of charge, and also Larkin's cotton b_a___ils, salt, and other articles"Is to
go free of storage and Larkin's wagon team and driver are to stay at the River free of
charge.
And at the expiration of the five years Larkin and Dillard are to divide equally, after all
the debts contracted by the Firm are paid, all the profits arising from said copartnership
and Dillard is to return to Larkin the negroes, land, and same number of cattle, horses,
hogs, sheep, wagon, and steers given him at the beginning of said firm.
Given under ou r hands and seals this November 1,1846."
The contract was signed by Larkin, but it does not contain Dillard's signataure.
There are two extant store account books from this firm. In 1966, these two books were
found in the attic of the old Jacob and John Vernon Gross house at Mink Creek and
were bound and preserved by Wesley and Peggy (Gross) Allen. Johnnie (Gross)
Coleman has a third Gross account ledger for a later time period. An explanation of
how their ancestor, John Vernon Gross, acquired these ledgers wil l follow in the
epilogue.
One ledger is a day book in which daily purchases were recorded. The other is the
main account book with Ryleysville at the top of every page. The name of
RYLEYSVILLEmust have derived from RICHARDRILEY, the original owner of the
island?? Following the word Ryleysville, the month and year are also recorded at the
top of each page. This heading is followed by the nameof a single customer with the
list of his or her purchasesthroughout the year. The customer's purchases were
recorded on the left side, and his/her credits were recorded on the right-hand page.
The method of payment varied from cash to deer and beef hides to cotton seed to
manual labor. Deer hides consisted of both green and tanned hides. The green hides
were valued at ten cents each. Granville Carter, Jason Galloway, Jeremiah Martin, and
Cornelius Davis all received credit via deer hides. Jonathan Finney and John 8. Kirby
received credit via beef hides. William Finney,Ann Chadick, and Peter North received
credit of one dollar each for one hundred pounds of cotton seed. Ezekiel Stringer
received $10.93 credit on his account for work he did on David Larkin's gin. Labor by
others was credited at the rate of $.125 per hour (would compute to $1.00 pay for an 8‑
hour day.) 8
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1846-1850 STORE ACCOUNT BOOKSOF LARKIN & DILLARD (Continued)

The first entry in the day ledger is for $13.00, the first of many loans later made to David
Larkin. The firm's first regular customer was Thomas Galloway who purchased two
wool hats for $1.00 each and a dozen gun flints for $.13 on November 4, 1846. The next
entry on November 4 was in the name of the firm's co-partner, Edward H. Dillard,who
charged the following:
one pair of scissors $1.00
1 cream pitcher .39
1 fine comb .19
1 curry comb .15
9 yds bleached domestic 1.60
3 yds calico .90
1 night glass .44
6 yds bleached domesic .90
The same day, Robert H. Smart bought a razorwhich cost $.63. It was two weeks
before another sale was made "on credit." On November 20, 1846, Jonathan Finney
purchased an ink stand for $.25; and GeorgeW. Johnson purchased a wool cap for $.75
Through the years, some of the more intriguing items purchases charged were "chip"
hats which cost from $.13 to $.50. The price of a wool hatwas $1.00 while a fur hat
cost $2.50. In that time period, a chip hatwas a hatmade of wood chips or narrow
strips of wood and plaited to resemble a straw hat. The number of chip hats purchased
indicate they were a popular cheap shade for working in the sun, as chip hats were
charged in the summer months.
Godfrey's Cordial and Laudanumwere purchased by many families. Godfrey's Cordial
was a brand of patent medicinewhich was used, among other things, to quiet infants
suffering from colic. Its ingredients included opium in some form, sassafras, brandy,
caraway seeds, and treacle. Laudanum, also known as opium tincture or tincture of
opium, is an alcoholic herbal preparation of opium. Depending on the version, other
ingredients included saffron, sugar, and/or eugenol. This was a popular medicine used
by women. The store account book attests to its popularity in the 18005. Other
medicine charged included vials of caster oil, asafedita (At times hung on a string
around the neck to ward o f f colds, fever, and bad spirits. it has a sulfuric aroma), and
camphor.
The following include other popular items charged by Larkin and Dillard's customers:
Tucking comb @. 07; looking glass @$1.75; cake of soap @ .07; suspenders priced .25
to .65; silk handerchief@1.00; spectacles@.63; set of knives and forks @ 1.00 to 2.00;
coffee pot@ .75; candle stick @.38; frying pan@.50; tin cups @.25; Barlow knife@.50;
cotton cards (for carding cotton) @.75,and a coffee mill @.63.
The most common food items charged i n c l u d e d ;
salt @ $4.35 a barrel; sugar@.12a pound; coffee;and spices such as black pepper,
allspice, and ginger. A peck of Irish potatoes cost .13, and a bushel of corn cost .63.
Bacon sold for .10 per pound. Singleton Hancock paid .07 for a package of cabbage
seed in 1848. Molasses sold for .15 a pint or .63 a gallon.
The item charged more than any other was twists of tobacco which sold for .15 each or
two for .25. RowanWeaver paid $15.00 for a man's saddle. Daniel Morris paid $16.00
for a side saddle (lady's saddle). Jefferson Childress paid .75 for a singletree and .38
for a horse collar. A bridle cost $1.25, a singletree cost .75, a doubletree sold for .50, a
branding iron cost .13, and a shovel plow sold for 1.24. Six and eight penny nails sold
for .13 per pound. The firm also sold lumber by the board foot. 9



1846-1850 STORE ACCOUNT BOOKS OFDAVID LARKIN& E. H. DlLLARD (Continued)

The most common clothing purchased included:
Fine boots $3.00
Socks (pair) .25
Men'5 shoes 1.00 to 1.50 and ladies' shoes 1.00 to 1.25
Ladies shawl 10.0
The most eXpensive clothing item charged was a blanket coat purchased by Francis
Kirby for $7.50.
The days the ladies of the house shopped were obvious becaused they purchased.
Calico $.19 to .45 per yard
Jeans mat'l . .50 per yard
Brown domestic .125 to .15 per yard
Bleached domestic .25 per yard
red flannel .40 per yard
Gingham .25 to .30 per yard
Irish linen .87 per yard
Cambric .50 per yard
Plain Linsey .45 per yard
Ribbon .15 per yard
lsenberg Lace .15 per yard
1 spool thread .13 (probably silk thread)
5 dozen thread .60
flax thread .25 (no quantity indicated in ledger)
pack of needles . 10
thimble .13
Pantaloon buttons .25 per gross
Vest buttons .07 a dozen
The ladies also used lots of indigo, madder, and cOpperas to dye the cloth they wove on
their home looms. One family purchased a hand iron for .66.
A large number of men charged the following items:
Gun Flint .125 a dozen
Box of Caps .13
Gun Powder .38 a pound
Gun Oil .15 a bottle
Turpentine .25 a bottle
Gun Lock 2.00 each
Saltpeter .13 per pound
Hand Saw File .13
Chisel 1.00
Ezekiel Stringer paid $.57 for 4.5 pounds of lead. David Larkin paid $3.15 for a lead bar.
Isaac Chadick purchased a spelling book for .13 and a Smiley's Arithmetic boOk for .50.
(Isaac Chadick's brother Stokelywas a school teacher, and Isaac may have also taught
sch.ool) The author of Smiley's Arithmetic was Thomas T. Smilefivho-died'In 1879.
The March 29,1825 edition of THE UNITED STATES GAZETTE re rted: “Among the
numerous publications of the present day devoted to the improvement of youth, we
have noticed a new edition of Smiley's Arithmetic, just published by J. Grigg. Another
source stated that if a man could work all the problems in Smiley's Arithmetic hewas
qualified for a First Grade (highest grade) teaching certificate. 10
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1846-1850 STORE ACCOUNT BOOKSOF LARKIN & DILLARD
(Continued)
Men who charged goods at the Larkin and Dillard store at Larkins Landing included:
Thomas Galloway, Jesse McCraw, Robert H. Smart, Ezekiel Stringer, Johnson McKay,
Granville Carter, Isaac Vaught, Benjamin Benson, Jonathan Finney,Wm. C. Finney,
Isaac Coburn, James McLemore,William McLemore, Robert McLemore, John Clifton,
Francis M. Kirby, Jason Galloway, Cornelius Davis, Jefferson Dunham, John Dunham,
James . Perry, Joseph Pendergrass,William Barclay, Jeremiah Martin, Isaac Chad(d)ick,
John T. Ford,Andrew Little, Eli Aldridge, William Gossett, Lewis Kirby, Singleton
Hancock, Richard Sanford, John Bynum, Isaac Bynum, Andrew Reynolds,William
Thomas, James Carr, Elijah McKinney,William Johnson, GeorgeW. Johnson, Aartur
(Arthur) Davis, RowanWinn, RichardDunham,David Gross, Jacob Gross, Joel
Childress, Jefferson Childress, John Childress, John W. Childress, Lewis D. Chambers,
William Skelton, Samuel H.Weaver, J. F. Skelton, John S. Kirby, Claborn Carr, Stephen
Carr, William Carter, John Presley, Elijah Presley, Andrew Shell, John Law,William Law,
David Butler Tipton, James M. Chambers, Carter Brandon, Richard Burgess, Starling
Burgess, John Boyd, Joshua Kirby,WilliamWeaver, James Rankins, David Stephenson,
Will is Pendergrass, Archibald Evans, Thomas Evans, John Evans, Landen Pendergrass,
Alexander Pendergrass, Francis L. Dillard, A. Coffey and Mrs. Vaughn, Josiah L. Smart,
John Shell, Jefferson Johnson, William Gideon, Thomas Phillips, Joshua Wilborn, John
Shelton, Mary Rush, Eramus Stockton, Catherine Ottinger, James McAnally, Josiah
Vaughn, Elizabeth Carter, David Langston, Ed. Mac Kirby, Richard Kirby, Presley
Drinkard,William A. Hamilton, , Robert North, Peter North, Jesse French, Joseph Logan,
David Markham,William W. McCutchen, James Daniel, Newton Travis, Richard Romans,
Brooks Smith, Terry Ray, Nathaniel Hillian, James W. Russell,William McCamy, John
Parks, David Tharp, IsaiahVanhoose, Solomon Smelcer, Alexander G. Wood, Madison
Davis, Thomas Ward, Jeptha McAnally, Josiah Armstrong, James Baldridge, Eli
Auldridge, John Bailes, John Woodall, Solomon Easley,Thomas Davis, Seburn Busby,
Mary Busbee,Wilson Davis,William Stockton, Enoch Story, Nancy Elliott, Andrew
Reynolds, James Sublett, Martha Nelson, Joseph Ottinger, Richard Randalls,Oliver
Serrat, William Snodgrass, Benjamn Snodgrass, Harvey Dickerson, Absolem Coffey,
Nancy Coffey, C. A. Coffey,William 0. Johnson, Joel Harrison, John Brown, Gustavus
Brown, Francis A. Brown, Squire Chambers, Henry Harris, Bird St. Clair, Spencer
McPherson, NathanWillett, John Davis, Joseph Davis, Sarah A. Gay, Mark Kelly,
Spencer Roden, RolandWoods, Calvin Dunn,Administrator of J(oseph) Elliott,
Hammon Morris, Josiah Wildman, Robert H. Smart, Albert Chad(d)ick, James Walden,
Samuel Stephens, Young Dickerson, Harry North, Dandridge Johnson, Daniel B. Morris,
EphraimMedlin, NelsonWright, Thomas Smart, andWidow Sublett (Mrs.Wm. Sublett.)
Edward H.Dillard died December 30, 1857,and his estatewas appraised by Jacob
Gross andWilliam Stockton in January 1858. His real estate included, among other
tracts, 480 acres designated part of Riley's Reservation. John Vernon Gross, son of
Jacob Gross, was administrator of E. H. Dillard's estate, and Jacob Gross purchased
personal property at the estate sale. Most likely this was the inventory of the Larkin and
Dillard Store located at Larkins Landing, as John Vernon Gross lived in the Goose Pond
area (next door to Singleton Hancock) at the time of the 1860 census and was listed as
a merchant. This is the only census in which John V. Gross, his father, his
grandparents, and his children did not live in the Mink Creek area. John V. Gross was
operating a store at Mink Creek at the time of, as well as after, the 1880 census. Gross
descendants and your editor agree the most likely reason the Larkin and Dillard store
books came into John V. Gross' possession was because he bought the firm's
inventory and closed out Dillard's accounts receivable. 11





Pedigree Chart for Johnnie Frances Gross Page 1

I No. 1 on this chart is the same as no. 1 on chart no. 1 Chart no. 1

‘\\./5. 16Jacob Gross
8 John Vernon Gross b. Feb 6 1799
b. Jul 1, 1831 d. May 3,1880
p. Jackson Co,AL
E'J'ngkgbillscsg’ AL 17 Nancy Jane (Jinsey) Pendergrass

4 John Jacob Gross, Sr. d. Oct 2, 1880 b. Aug 24, 1803
b. Dec 14, 1868 p. Jackson Co, AL d. Ju172‘5, 1888
p. Jackson Co, AL ‘ ' ' ' ' ’ f " " ” " ' ’
m. Jan 11, 1890
p. Jackson Co, AL
d. Aug 13, 1924
p. Jackson Co, AL

2 John Jacob Gross, Jr.
b. Feb 20, 1903

‐ p. Jackson Co, AL
m.
p.
d. Jun 11, 1986
p. Jackson Co, AL

5 Margaret Elizabeth (Betty) Cowley
b. Dec 29, 1871 '
p. Jackson Co, AL
d. Jul 1,1928
p. Jackson Co, AL

, 9 Martha Ann Jerusha Davis
b. Sep 2, 1838

ALp.
d. May 8, 1898
p. Jackson Co, AL

10 James Henry Cowley
b. Nov 30, 1843
p. Jackson Co, AL

Mar 18, 1879
m.
p.
d.
p. Jackson Co, AL,

20 Henry Drury Cowley
b. 1808
81136011.

21 ElizabethRenegar
“ 3.0ct28,1800

11 Susan Matilda Boshart
b. Jul 16, 1849
p. Marshall Co, AL

1 Johnnie Frances Gross
b. 1937
p. Jackson Co, AL
m. 1961
5. Jackson Co, AL

p.
sp. William Coleman

d. Jul 13, 1919
4,p. Jackson Co, AL

22 D ‘ t G . Boshart
tc)‘. Mar 20, 1824

' 4 1 ‘ ,

J 23 Eliza Bond
b. May 19, 1825
d. Apr 20, 1880

Y12James McLemore
b. 1805

‐‘ p. Knox Co,TN

5 Benjamin Franklin (B.F.) McLemore
b. Oct 8, 1859
p. Jackson Co, AL
m. Se 2, 1883
p. Jac on C0, AL
d. Feb 19, 1918
p. Jackson Co, AL

. m. Jan22, 1856
p. Jackson Co, AL
d. Mar 1870
p. Jackson Co, AL

24 John McLemore
. b.1762

d.Jq13_9..1844, , .. .. .
5' 25 Sarah Carner

b. 1765
(1.1811

26 Richard Dunham
13 Nancy Matilda Dunham
b. May17, 1823

3 Viola Mae McLemore
b. Feb22, 1903

‐ p. Jackson Co, AL
(1. Apr 23, 1965
p. Jackson Co, AL

7 Mary Frances Perryman
b. Oct 20, 1866
p. LimestoneCo, AL
d. Mar 11, 1912
p. Jackson Co, AL

p. MarionCo, TN
d. Afler 1870
p. Jackson Co,AL .

b. Feb 14, 1795
d7,‘F§n,8’1,87_4,,

. \ 1 . - . ’ . " : . . . :>.-;- “ g u r u - r u n .. .1 : > -,.- : , - .

27 ElizabethUnknown
b.
d.

‘ 28 Harry Perryman
14 William Perryman
b. 1846
p. AL

b. 1816
d.

29 Louzana (Zana) Greer
‘ b. 1822

d: 1353-?

15 Frances E. McClain
b. 1849
p. AL
d. Cir 1870
p. LimestoneCo,AL»

30 Russell M. McClain
b. 1825
d.

31 Mary A. Mote

/3

b. 1825
d. 1880 , .J
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CORRECTON OF I N F O F R O M OCTOBER 2008 CHRONICLES
J C H A m e m b e r B r e n t Wheelers h a r e d t h e f o l l o w i n g cor rec t ions to t h e J o n e s
C o v e F a m i l i e s a r t i c l e w h i c h appeared in t h e O c t o b e r 2008 CHRONICLES:
N e w t o n DERRICKf r o m J o n e s C o v e w a s I s a a c N e w t o n Derr ick . H i s w i f e
w a s H e t t i e Ambrester, d a u g h t e r of H e n r y D e r r i c k ' s sister, M a r y. I s a a c
N e w t o n a m d H e t t i e Der r i ck ' s ch i l d ren were : Caldonia F. (Cal l ie) w h o
mar r i edJ o h n Ve s t a l Wheeler ( n o t J o h n A ) ; Wi l l iam P. Derrick,- Thomas
Jef fe rson Der r i ck ; I s a a c P. Derrick,- a n d George Wash ing ton Der r i ck . J o h n
V. Whee le r a n d h i s fi r s t w i fe , Ca l l i e ( n e e Der r i ck ) , w h o d i e d s h o r t l y a f t e r
t h e b i r t h of L e w i s A r t h u r Wheeler, l i v e d w i t h I s a a c N e w t o n D e r r i c k f o r a
per iod of  t ime.
J o h n Ve s t a l a n d Cal l ie (Der r ick ) Whee ler 's ch i ld ren w e r e : Wi l l iam B e t h e l
Wheeler,- J a m e s Thomas Wheeler; a n d L e w i s A r t h u r Wheeler.
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B O O K F O R S A L E b y J C H A
THE H I S TO RY OFJ A C K S O N COUNTY, ALABAMA, by J o h n R.Kennamer, 1935
edit ion, repub l i shed by t h e J C H A . The p r i c e o f t h e b o o k l s $ 2 3 . 0 0 by m a i l o r i t m a y be
purchased a t t h e Sco t t sbo ro -Jackson C o u n t y H e r i t a g e C e n t e r f o r $20 .00 . Your check in
t h e amount o f $23 .00 payab le to JCHA s h o u l d be ma i l ed t o : JCHA HISTORY BOOK, P. O .
B o x 1494, Scottsboro, AL, 35768-1494.

RENEW MEMBERSHIP JANUARY 1
M E M B E R S H I P D U E S N E W O R RENEWAL

ANNUAL DUES $ 20.00
S e n i o r C i t i zen ( 6 5 or o lde r ) S 15.00
L IFE MEMBERSHIP $ 1 5 0 . 0 0

The m e m b e r s h i p y e a r b e g i n s J a n u a r y 1 . A n y dues rece ived b e f o r e October 1 w i l l
b e f o r t h e cur ren t y e a r . D u e s r e c e i v e d after O c t o b e r 1 w i l l a cc rue t o t h e
f o l l o w i n g y e a r . M e m b e r s i n g o o d s t a n d i n g w i l l r e c e i v e t h e J A C K S O N C O U N T Y
CHRONICLES q u a r t e r l y in J a n u a r y, A p r i l , J u l y , a n d October.
J A C K S O N C O U N T Y HISTORICALASSOCIATION
P. 0 . B O X 1494
SCO'ITSBORO, AL 35768-1494
Please p r o v i d e :
NAME
ADDRESS
c n ' v S TAT E * z m com:‑

*P lease p r o v i d e 9-d ig i t z i p c o d e . IF
PA I D 2 0 0 9 d o e s n o t a p p e a r on y o u r current m a i l i n g label , P L E A S E
f o r w a r d y o u r c h e c k to J C H A Treasu re r. P l ease remember to s e n d c h a n g e
o f a d d r e s s t o J C H A .

' \ . ‐ '
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The Jackson County Historical Association wil l meet Sunday, April 26, 2009, 2 :00 p.m., in
Scottsboro at the Court House Gazebo. ProgramVice-President Kelly Goodowens is
pleased to announce the Huntsville Olde Towne Brass wil l be playing original Civil War music
on actual Civil War Over-The-Shoulder Brass Horns. The band members also provide their
audience with history and information about the composer and the song. Their renditions of
these timeless and compelling tunes are playedjust as they were 145-150 years ago. Their
music library consists of over 2500 songs of both the Confederate and Union bands. Olde
Towne Brass has performed at countless prestigious Civil War events throughout the United
States including a Gettysburg Re-enactment in Pennsylvania. These talented musicians had
the honor and privilege to work with the renowned documentary director Ken Burns in some of
his recent productions. Please bring your own portable seating for this magnificent outdoor
performance. In case of rain, the programwill be held inside the Court House.

OLDE TOWNE BRASS
/_

2009 annual dues were due and payable on January 1, 2009. IF paid 2009 does not
appear on the mailing label of your April 2009 edition of TE CHRONICLE, please
mail your check to:
JCHATREASURER, P. O. Box 1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768, as follows:
Annual Dues (except senior citizens) $20.00
Senior Citizen, 65 years of age $15.00
Life Membership dues ' $150.00
Please include your 9-digit ZIP CODEWITH your membership renewal. Please send
change of address to JCHA. Members in good standing receive THE JACKSON
COUNTY CHRONICLES in January, April, July, and October.
CHRONICLES EDITOR: Ann B. Chambless, 435 Barbee Lane, Scottsboro, AL 35769



SCOTTSBORO DEPOTMUSEUMUPDATE
by Ke l l y Goodowens, Co-Chair of JCHA De p o t Museum Commi t tee

The Scot tsboro Depo t Museum Commi t t ee h a s been wo r k i n g fu r ious ly o v e r
t h e l a s t f e w mon t hs . We tou r ed t h e Cowan, TN dep o t a n d l ea r ned a l o t . We
h a d a consu l tan t a n d an arch i tec t c om e in to adv ise us . We ha ve p r epa r ed a
Mus e um Miss ion S t a t emen t a n d a r e wo r k i n g o n a five y e a r p l an . H e a t i n g
a n d a i r cond i t ion ing compan ies a r e p rov i d i ng es t ima t es f o r comp le t e
c l ima t e con t ro l f o r t h e bu i l d i ng . We have r e c e i v e d a con t r i bu t i on f r om t h e
Leg i s l a t i ve De lega t i on a n d a r e app l y i ng f o r a g ran t f r om t h e B y n um
Foundat ion . Thanks to JCl-lA members Ann e t t e a n d Dav i d B rad fo rd we w i l l
h a v e a depo t mu s e um webs i t e on l i ne w i t h i n t h e n e x t f e w mon ths .

A t t o r n e y Gera ld Pau l k (JCHA L i f e Membe r ) h a s ag r e e d t o b e o u r l e g a l
adv iser. We recen t l y m e t w i t h Scot tsboro Ma y o rMe l t on Po t t e r conce rn i ng a
w r i t t e n ag reemen t whe reby t h e c i t y w i l l o f fi c i a l l y t u r n ove r t h e bu i l d i ng t o
t h e JCHA f o r t h e pu rpose o f a JCHA office a n d a ra i l r oadmuseum . The
m a y o r h a s g rac ious l y a g r e e d to as s i s t us whene ve r poss ib l e .

We a r e s t r i v i ng to h a v e t he Scottsboro Depo t Museum g rand open ing in 2010
to co inc ide w i t h t h e beg inn ing o f i t s o r i g i na l cons t ruc t i on in 1860 - t h e
150 th y e a r anniversary l l l l Can y o u s a y WOW? We w i l l be appea l i ng to t he
membe rsh i p f o r a l l k i n d s o f h e l p i n t h e n e a r future, so be prepared . Do YOU
ha v e ra i l r oad r e l a t e d re l i c s?

The Goa ls s e t f o r t h i n o u r Miss ion S t a t emen t a r e :
1 . Conver t t h e Scot tsboro Ra i l roadDepo t bu i l d i n g i n t o a secure, c l ima te ‑
con t r o l l ed a n d we l c om i n g mu s e um wh i l e respec t i ng t h e bu i ld ing ' s h i s t o r i c
fabr ic ;
2 . Collect, p rese rve , organ ize , a n dma n a g e ar t i f ac t s a n d in fo rma t ion r e l a t ed
to o u r m iss ion statement;
3 . C rea t e a n dma i n t a i n a webs i t e con t a i n i ng museum, railroad, depo t , a n d
l o c a l h i s t o r y information;
4 . Manage a n d operate t he mu s e um as a subs id ia r y o f t he JCHA;
5 . C rea t e exh ib i t s f o r t h e i n t e r i o r o f t h e Sco t t sbo ro Ra i l r oadDepo t ;
6. Create t rave l ing d isp lays f o r museump r omo t i o n a n d education;
7 . P l a n a n d imp lemen t events a n dpub l i ca t i ons t h a t ce lebra te a n d i n f o rm t h e
c ommun i t y a n d v is i tors a b ou t aspec ts o f a rea h i s t o r y ;
8. Promote, publ ic ize, a n dma r k e t t h e ac t i v i t i es of JCHA a n d t h e museum;
9 . Ra i se a n dmanage funds i n o rde r t o imp l emen t o u r goa ls .
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BOOK REVIEW
DESCENDANTS OF MATTHEWRUSELLAND RELATED FAMILIES OF JACKSON
COUNTY, ALABAMA: A COLLECTION OF GENEALOGIES, by Walter A. Russell, depicts
the life of MATTHEW RUSSELL and identifies his descendants and their related
families, some of whom settled in Jackson County, Alabama. The book has 548 pages,
comes in hardback and softback, and is fully indexed. It is divided into thirteen
independent Parts with each part representing the earliest known progenitor and
lineage of that particular family. Those families are: Allen, Baker, Cargile,Cox, English,
Gonce, Grider, Matthews, McIntire, McMahan, Potts, Russell, and Taylor. Some of the
other families identified are: Allison, Davis, Doran, Harwell, Henry, Jenkins, Loyd, Lyda,
McClatchey, McCrary, Millican, Owens, Rudder, Smith, Stewart, Tally, Thomas,
Thornton, Walker, Williams, and Wynne, plus many more. Spouses are included in both
families and children are initially identified with their parents, and, when appropriate,
children are further identified within the text. Connections between various families are
shown by cross-references.
Collecting and organizing this vast amount of information and materials occurred over a
period of 35 years. It represents the efforts of many family historians who shared their
carefully preserved memorabilia with the author. The combined efforts involved in this
endeavor accumulated more than eight thousand individually indexed names.
The Expanded Foreword and Introduction will enhance the readability of this book. The
Foreword defines and describes the book’s organization and presentation. The
Introduction attempts to create an awareness in the reader of the conditions some
immigrants faced in their country of origin that probably influenced their decisions to
undertake the arduous ocean voyage to America; it also touches on various problems
they immediately encountered upon arrival and subsequent settlement.
Descendants of Matthew Russell and Related Families of Jackson County, Alabama: A
Collection of Genealogies can be previewed at the author's web site:
www.matthewrussellgenealogy.com
The price for Hardback which comes in royal blue with gold lettering and beige dust
jacket cover is $28.95, plus $5.50 S&H. The Softback is $23.95, and is beige with black
lettering. S&H is $3.00 on each additional book ordered. Books can be ordered from
Lisa Vaught, 1445War Eagle Dr., Crossville, TN 38572-6575, email:
hawaiianlika@frontiernet.net or from Walter A. Russell, 433 S.Highway 22A, Panama
City, FL 32404 or email: russellalleybook@bellsouth.net Payment by check or other
type may be made to either Lisa Vaught or Walter A. Russell. Paypal is available using
either email account. Books can also be ordered direct on a’mazon.com or from
bkordersorders@authorhouse.com With exception of Author House the books will be
shipped via media mail.
Walter A. Russell, known as Bobby, was born in Mesena, Georgia, and reared in Stevenson,
Alabama, where he attended Stevenson High School. After graduation in 1950 he enlisted in the
US . Air Force. Walter served 28 years in various assignments within the United States and
abroad, including Germany, the Pentagon, and Southeast Asia. He continued his education
while in the military, attending Rollins College in Orlando, Florida, and community colleges in
San Bernardino, California, and Honolulu, Hawaii. His career in the military was in munitions
and management. Later, during a five-year tour at HickamAir Force Base, Hawaii,Walter
traveled extensively throughout the Pacific Theater of Operations managing munitions storage
activities for the Air Force. Following the Hawaiian tour he was assigned to Patrick Air Force
Base, Florida, where he retired in 1979 as a Chief Master Sergeant. Among his awards and
decorations are the Meritorious Service Medal and five Air Force Commendation Medals. After
retirementWalter and his wife, Jan, moved to Panama City, Florida, and can usually be found
on a golf course. 3
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by Ron Lee and Dennis Lambert, documents the history
of a region that developed following the westward
expansion of ColonialAmerica. The book tells the story
largely through the people from that time as well as
being told in aphotographicformat.

Almost 20years in the making, the book includes several
impressive collections of photographs, illustrations,
letters, business andfamily ledgers, as well as histories
o/‘pioneerfamilies. Features of the publication include
then/ollowing:

Gateway to the Sequatchic Willey

° 348-page hardboundbook in coffee tableformat with a
large number of color illustrations andphotographs.

r1 Photographic History , .1 I ‘

#95T‘H .. n _{2/ "y Run Lu A.lum.-s[Jo/um[Jun/“11",“ ¥

1%

- Over 600photographs, illustrations, and images.
° Approximately 60% of the images and text from
original sources, previously never inprint.
° Genealogical reference with biographies of early
pioneer families, area cemetery inventories. and area
Civil War enlistment rosters.

Makepayment to: Bridgeport,Alabama History

Book Order Formfor mailorders.

Order from Ship to
Bridgeport, Alabama History
c/o Dennis Lambert Name.“
P. O. Box 232
Bridgeport, Alabama 35740 USPost Office Aclclress.’

e-mail: bridgeportbook@bellsouth.net
Ci ty:

_copy(ies) at $34.50 + $6.90 shipping and
insurance via USPSMedia Mail to address at State and Zip.‘
right

Locations offering books for sale V
Bridgeport: South Pittsburg: ‘Scottsboro:
. Lena Cagle Public Library - Dootclille’s Elinporiurgil b - éackson County Chamber of

. . - Sou Pitts urg Pu ic Li rary ommerce° t t BFm: Na tonal ank ' Carolyn Millhiser (SPHPS) - Scottsboro/Jackson County
0Jan 5Beauty Shop Stevenson: Heritage Center

- Stevenson Depot Museum 6L - Scottsboro Public Library



ACTS OF ALABAMA INVOLVING EARLY HIGHWAYS IN JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA
Researched by Ann B. Chambless

MUD CREEK
On December 30, 1834, the Alabama Legislature approved an Act which established
Mud Creek as a thoroughfare in Jackson County, Alabama. Page 53 of the 1834 Acts of
the General Assembly of the State of Alabama reads as follows:
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of
Alabama in General Assembly convened, That MUD CREEK in Jackson county, be, and
it is hereby declared a public highway from the mouth of said Creek to WILLIAM
PROCTOR's mill.
Section 2. And be it further enacted, That any person who may obstruct the navigation
of the said creek by falling timber therein or otherwise, shall be subject to such a fine
as persons obstructing other public highways are subject to.

GUNTER'MNDING TOLLfiROAD
On January 7, 1835, the Alabama Legislature approved an Act to authorize George S.
Massey and Company to turnpike a certain road therein named.
EDITOR'S NOTE: This Act was passedbefore Marshall andDeKaIb Counties were created.
This means that John Gunter (for whom Guntersville is named) and Gunter's Landing were in
Jackson County, Alabama, unti lMarshall County was formally createdby an act of the Alabama
Legislature on January 9, 1836.
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of
Alabama in General Assembly convened, That George S. Massey and Company, be, and
they are hereby authorized and empowered to lay out and open a turnpike road, to
commence at the house of John Gunter, near the landing, running the most eligible
route which they are or may hereafter discover, to the foot of the mountain to Will's
Creek in the county of St. Clair.
Section 3 established toll rates for carriages, wagons, men, and animals.
Section 9. And be it futher enacted, That all the citizens of the county of Jackson, who
may reside within five miles of said road on the southeast side of the Tennessee River,
shall be permitted to pass the same without paying any toll whatever.

FIRSTMENTION OF A ROAD ACROSS SAND MOUNTAININ JACKSON COUNTY:
On January 18, 1834, an Act was passed by the Alabama Legislature to authorize JOHN
BALDRIDGE andhis associates to turnpike a road therein named.
EDITOR'S NOTE: Under the treaty with the Cherokees of February 27, 1819, JOHN
BALDRIDGE(as headof a Cherokee household) receiveda reservation in fee simple His
reservation was surveyed on February4, 1820, a n d included 640 acres on the North side of the
Tennessee River "including h is improvement as near the center as possible." Surveyor Robert
Armstrong's plat shows Baldridge's house anda spring near the bank of the north side of the
river. His reservation was in the area of Crow Town which was locatedon the southern
perimeter of present-day Stevenson, Alabama.
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of
Alabama in General Assembly convened, That John Baldridge and his associates be,
and they are hereby, authorized to open and turnpike a road to commence on the east
bank of the Tennessee river at George Caperton's ferry in Jackson County, thence
through the Cherokee nation the nearest and best way by the Sulphur Springs to the
State of Georgia.
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ACTS OFALABAMA INVOLVING EARLY HIGHWAYS INJACKSON COUNTY (Continued)

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the aforesaid road shall be opened eighteen feet
wide, fourteen of which shall be clear of every obstruction; stumps, grubs and runners
shall be taken up by the roots or cut level with the ground; sloping ground and banks of
water courses shall be so worked on as to admit the easy passage of all kinds of
carriages; all marshes and swamps shall be causewayed thirteen feet wide, with good
and durable materials in a workman-like manner.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That when the said John Baldridge and his associates
have completed said road and reported the same to the judge of the county court of
Jackson County, it shall be the duty of said judge to appoint three suitable persons, two
of whom shall be competent to act, to examine said road and report their opinion to the
said judge, and the said commissioners shall receive for their services such
compensation as the said judge shall deem reasonable to be paid by the said John
Baldridge and his associates.

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That should the commissioners to be appointed
under the third section of this act, report that the said road has been openedand is in
good order, then and in that case, the said John Baldridge and his associates are
hereby authorized to erect a gate on said road, the place to be designated by said
commissioners; at said gate they may demand and receiveof and from every person
passing through said gate the following toll, to wit: for every four wheel carriage, one
dollar; for every two wheel carriage, fifty cents; for every man and horse, twelve and a
half cents for every loose or led horse or mule, six and one fourth cents; for every head
of cattle, three cents; for every head of sheep, goats or hogs, two cents; and if any
person shall pass around said gate with the intent to avoid the payment of toll, he, or
she, for every such offenge, shall forfeit and pay, to the said John Baldridge and his
associates, the sum of fifteen dollars, to be recovered before any justice of the peace
with legal costs for the same.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the judge of the county
court of Jackson County on application to direct the commissioners mentioned in the
third section of this act, or any two of them, who shall proceed to examine the condition
of the said road and report the condition of the same to the said judge; and in case the
said commissioners should report the said road is not in good order, they shall direct
the gate to be thrown open, and no toll shall be received under the penalty of twenty‑
five dollars for each offenge until said road shall be repaired in a good and sufficient
manner; and the said John Baldridge and his associates shall commence the said road
within one year from the passage of this act, and shall complete the same within two
years thereafter, and shall have’all the profits arising from the toll of the same for the
term of fifteen years from the time they are authorized to receive toll on said road.
Approved, January 18, 1834.

The Baldridge family were among the Cherokees who were relocated to Arkansas in
1838. In the 18403when they made their claim to the U. S. Government seeking
remuneration for land and goods lost, no mention was made of the toll road which had
been authorized by the Alabama Legislature in the 1834Act cited above. This raises
the questions: Was the road constructed? IF 80 , did John Baldridge sell his interests
to his associates? Were his associates white men? IFSO, who were they?
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THE COLLINS FAMILY: A Lesson in Southern Soul
by Ann B. Chambless

Two Questions for the reader: For whom were YOU named? What is in a name?
Answer: A great deal in families who revere their heritage. Repetitive use of given
names shows admiration and respect for family patriarchs AND matriarchs. To the
Southern ear, our past is a prologue each current generation wil l do well to preserve
and remember. I like to call this ou r Southern Soul Mission.
The most repeated given name in the Collins family is ARCHIBALD WOODS. The
Archibald goes all the way back to Scotland and Earl of Argyll Archibald Campbell,who
was the father of Mary Campbell who married MichaelWoods. MichaelWoods was
born between 1683 and 1684 in Meath, Ireland. Mary Campbell was born June 2, 1690,
in Argyll, Scotland. They married in 1704.
This couple and Michael's brother Samuel Woods immigrated from Ireland to
Pennsylvania in 1724 and settled in a township named for its earliest settlers' Irish
homeland. Between 1725-1726, MichaelWoods paid 2 shillings tax in Donegal
Township in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania.
Early Virginia land records show that in 1734Michael and Mary (Campbell)Woods and
their children moved to the area that became Albemarle County, Virginia (Albemarle
County was created in 1744 from parts of Goochland and Louisa Counties.) They
settled near Woods Gap (now called Jarmans Gap) in the Blue Ridge Mountains.
MichaelWoods received 1300 acres (on Mechum River) in the area which embraces the
present Mechum's Depot and Blair Park. At the same time he purchased 2000 acres
from Charles Hudson on the head water of Ivy Creek.
In 1742, Mary (Campbell)Woods was killed by Indians and is said to be the first white
woman killed in the Shenandoah Valley in Virginia.
MichaelWoods died in 1762 in Albemarle County, Viriginia, and his remains were buried
about 100 yards from his home. His wil l was probated in 1762 and mentioned three
sons and three daughters:
Archibald, John, William, Sarah, Hannah, and MargaretWoods.
Archibald Woods I was named for his grandfather Archibald Campbell, but the Jackson
County, Alabama Collins family descends from William Woods, Sr. through William's
son Archibald Woods (born in 1749 in Albemarle County, VA), whose daughter Mary
Woods married Barbee Collins. (An interesting study for the Collins family would be to
determine how many sons have been named Archibald Woods since the 17503.)
William Woods (son of Michael and Mary Campbell Woods) was born Novembe2, 1715,
in Meath, Ireland. He died in 1782, and his will was probated on April 16, 1782, in
Greenbrier County, West Virginia. William Woods married SusannahWallace in 1732 in
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. They were the parents of s ix sons and two daughters.
Five of their six sons were commissioned in the RevolutionaryWar. WilliamWoods
took an active part in the Colonial Wars. He received military land grants in Greenbrier
Co,W. VA and'Madison Co, KY.

Before 1774,Archibald Woods (WilliamsWoods' son born in 1749)was in Montgomery
Co, VA. He moved to Monroe Co, VA in 1774. In November1780,Archibald Woods
was a surety for the bond of Andrew Donally who was the Tax Collector for Greenbrier
County, VA. In April 1782, Archibald Woods and James Byrnside qualified to serve as a
collectors of the tax in GreenbrierCo, VA. Their bond was 10,000 pounds.

7
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As a matter of monetary relativity, 1782 Ordinary Rates (inns/places of lodging) were: ‘V
warm diet, 41 cents; co ld diet, 33 cents; lodging, 10cents; good ciderp e rgallon, 67
cents; country-made beer, 10 cents; andgood "Shampaign", $4.00.
Archibald Woods' name begins appearing in Madison County, Kentucky records in
1785. (Madison County, Kentucky was createdout of Lincoln County, Kentucky, in
1785.) In 1783, Archibald Woods purchased400 acres of land on Dreaming Creek in
Madison County, KY, where he builtWoods Fort (north of present-day Richmond, KY).
Per Madison County, Kentucky Order Book B, Archibald Woods and his son-in-law,
THOMAS COLLINS, were among the men who served on the team which opened new
roads leading into the "New Town" they called Richmond. Page 215 of Madison County
Order Book B records that Archibald Woods was one of the presiding commisioners at
the May 2, 1798 session of Madison County Court. In 1798,Archibald Wood was one of
the eight menwho were "constituted a body-politic.....known by the name of the
Trustees of the Madison Academy." Archibald Woods was sheriff of Madison County,
KY in 1801. In 1798, another road was laid out from Archibald Woods' MILL to Benjamin
Cooper's house.
Family tradition says that Archibald and MourningWoods followed two of their sons to
Franklin County, Tennessee, shortly after it was created in 1807. Archibald Woods
does not appear on the 1810 Madison County, KY census, but he does appear on the
1812 Franklin County, TN Tax List.
The 1812 Franklin County, TN Tax List recorded the names of Archibald Woods, John
Woods, Andrew Woods, John Woods, Jr., James Woods, PeterWoods, Charles Woods,
and William Woods. Thomas Collins, whose son Barbee Collins married MaryWoods “'
(daughter of Archibald Woods) is also on the Franklin County, TN 1812 Tax List.
Archibald Woods, John Woods, Rev.Andrew Woods, and Rev. Peter Woods served in
CaptainWallace Estill's Company of the 1812 Franklin County, Tennessee Home Guard.
EDITOR'S NOTE: Four other men in the 1812 Franklin County Home Guard who also
moved to Jackson County, AL, or had family members who did so: James Lewis, David
McCord, David Larkin, and Randolph Riddle.
The ReverendAndrew Woods (ArchibaldWoods' brother) is buried in the Jones-Woods
Cemetery in Franklin County, Tennessee. His gravemarker inscription gives a brief
history of his Woods family as follows:
"To the memory of Andrew Woods born in wedlock of William Woods and Susannah
Wallace in Virginia in 1753 removed to Kentucky in 1783 professed the religion of
Jesus Christ in 1791and from that time to his death became a minister of the gospel in
the United Baptist Church."
He and his wife moved from Madison County, Kentucky, to Franklin County, Tennessee,
in 1808. His wife, Hannah (Read)Woods (1754-1835) was the daughter of Thomas and
Elizabeth (Laehy) Read. Hannah Read and her brother Peter Readwere Executors of
Andrew Woods' will in 1813. Hannah died in July 1835 and is buried next to her
husband Andrew.
Archibald Woods' brother Captain John Woods is also buried in the Jones-Smith
Cemetery in Franklin Co, TN. His marker inscription states that he moved to (Madison
County) Kentucky in the fall of 1781and removed to Tennesse in 1809where he died on
October 16, 1815. His wife was Abigail Estill who died on August 19, 1840, according to \ _ ,

her marker.
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Archibald Woods' first wife, Mourning Harris (Shelton)Woods is buried in the Smith Cemetery
in Franklin Co, TN. near Bean's Creek. Her marker states she died on September 7, 1817, at the
age of 61 years and 8 months and that she was the daughter of William and Lucy (Harris)
Shelton. Archibald and MourningWoods' son, the ReverendWilliam Woods (1776-1840) is also
buried near his mother in the Smith Cemetery in Franklin Co, TN, as is his wife and four of their
children. Also, buried in the Smith Cemetery is Annie (Collins) Nuckols (1803-1882), daughter
of Barbee and Mary (Woods) Collins. Annie married Joseph Nuckols, and he and two of their
children are buried next to Annie.
Archibald Woods is on the 1820 Franklin Co, TN census, but he returned to Madison County,
KY. in in the early 18205. After MourningWoods' death in 1817, Archibald married Dorcas
Henderson as his second wife, but that marriage did not last long. Archibald Woods, Sr.'s wil l
(dated March 17, 1836) is found in Madison County, KentuckyWill Book F, page 241. It names
his wife as Elizabeth L.Woods. Children named in hisWill were Archibald Woods, Jr., Lucy
Caperton, William W. Wood, Susannah Goodloe, Ann Miller, Mourning Miller, and Mary Collins
(wife of Barbee Collins), deceased. The Executor of hisWill was his grandson Archibald
Woods Goodloe.
So ends the life of a highly respected Scots-Irish pioneer who had traveled from Albemarle
County, Virginia, to Greenbrier County, West Virginia, to Madison County, Kentucky, to Franklin
County, Tennesse, and then back to his home in Richmond,which is about halfway between
Lexington and Berea in Kentucky Blue Grass Country.

CAPTA IN BARBEE COLLINS (1774-1843): H i s Ances t o r s a n d Some of H i s
Descendants
F o r h i s g i ven name, BARBEE COLLINSrece ived t h e ma i den n ame of h i s
p a t e r n a l g randmothe r w h o w a s n e e El izabeth Barbee . Some researche rs
ha ve p l a c e d El izabeth as t h e daugh t e r of J ohn a n dA n n (Mi l ler) BARBEE
w h o ma r r i e d Decembe r 25, 1708. However, t h e Par i sh Reg i s t e ro f Ch r i s t
Church Church, M idd lesex Coun t y, V i rg in ia r eco rded t h e b i r t h o f E l i zabe th
Ba rbee bo r n Sep t embe r 1 , 1710, as t h e daugh t e r o f Wi l l iam Ba rbee (bo rn
c i r ca 1660, d i e d 1720 in Midd lesex Coun t y, Vi rg in ia )w h o mar r i ed (2) M a r y
G ray on J u l y 22, 1703. E l i zabeth Barbee ma r r i ed (1) Thomas Redd, Sr. a n d
(2 ) Thomas Coll ins, Sr., a n d (3 ) S amue l H i l l d r up in 1753. E l i zabe th (Barbee)
R e d d Co l l i ns H i l l d rup w a s d e a d by 1760.
Thomas Coll ins, S r . (1707-1752) w a s t h e s o n of Joseph (bo rn c i r ca 1663 in
K i n g & Queens Coun t y, VA ) a n d Cather ine (Robertson) Coll ins of E s s e x
Coun t y a n d l a t e r Spotsy lv lan ia Coun t y, VA . J o s eph Col l ins w a s t h e s o n of
J o h n Coll ins, I I I , b o r n c i r ca 1 6 3 8 i n I s l e o f Wigh t Coun t y, VA. An i nven to r y
f o r t h e es ta te of a J o h n Co l l i ns w a s ma d e 1695-1696 in I s l e of Wight . J o h n
Col l ins w a s t h e s o n of Wil l iam Coll ins, b o r n 1612 in England, d i ed Oc tobe r
21, 1687, I s l e o f Wigh t Coun t y, VA. There w a s an i n v en t o r y o f h i s es ta te
m a d e in 1687 in I s l e of W igh t (Reference: C l a y t o n Tor rence 's VIRGINIA WILLSAND
ADMINISTRATIONS 1632-1800,p a g e 92. ) Wi l l iam Col l ins w a s t h e son of J o h n
Collins, J r. , b o r n c i r ca 1585 in Maidstone, K e n t Coun t y, England,d i e d c i r c a
1662 in Su r r y Coun ty, VA . J o h n Coll ins, J r . w a s t h e s o n of J o h n Collins, Sr. ,
b o r n c i r c a 1569, in Maidstone, K e n t Coun t y, Eng land. 9
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E l i zabe th (Barbee) a n d Thomas Coll ins, S r . w e r e t h e p a r e n t s o f Wi l l i am
Col l ins a n d T h o m a s Collins, J r . T h o m a s Collins, S r. d i e d in 1 7 5 2 a n d l e f t a
Wi l l i n Spo tsy l van ia Coun ty, VA . M o r d a c a i R e d d ( w i t h T h o m a s Redd, J r . )
w e r e appo in ted gua rd i ans o f t h e o rphans o f Thomas Coll ins, S r . on M a r c h 5 ,
1764. Cou ld t h i s gua rd iansh ip h a v e b e e n n e c e s s a r y f o r a s e t t l e m e n t w i t h
t h e i r half-brothers, Wi l l i am a n d T h o m a s Collins, J r. , d u e to t h e i r c o m i n g of
a g e i n 1764 w h i c h w o u l d m e a n t h e y w e r e b o r n c i r c a 1 7 4 0 ?
T h o m a s Coll ins, S r . p u r c h a s e d t h e f o l l o w i n g l a n d i n S p o t s y l v a n i a Co, VA :
1 . On A p r i l 14, 1741, J o h n Rob inson o f K i n g a n d Queen C o u n t y s o l d to
J o s e p h Collins, p l a n t e r o f Spo tsy l van ia Coun ty, 4 0 0 a c r e s in t h e F o r k s o f
R i v e r " P o " f o r 4 0 0 p o u n d s c u r r e n c y.
2 . O n M a y 14, 1745, J o h n R o b i n s o n o f K i n g a n d Queen C o u n t y, VA, s o l d t o
J o s e p h Co l l i ns 3 0 0 a c r e s in S t . George Par r i sh in Spo tsy l van ia Coun ty.
3 . O n O c t o b e r 6 , 1752, R i c h a r d Co l l i n s o f K i n g a n d Queen C o u n t y, VA s o l d
t o Wi l l iam a n d T h o m a s C o l l i n s f o r 5 s h i l l i n g s c u r r e n c y, i n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e
W i l l of Thomas Col l ins, deceased, " a l l t h a t t r a c t a n d separate p a r c e l s of l a n d
d e v i s e d t o t h e m b y t h e W i l l o f t h e s a i d T h o m a s C o l l i n s ( S r. ) . "
N O T E : El izabeth 's sons, Wi l l iam a n d Thomas Coll ins, J r. , b o t h n a m e d a s o n
BARBEE Col l ins .
Thomas Collins, J r . m a r r i e d (1 ) N a n c y A n n Gar l and(daugh te r o f J a m e s a n d
M a r y (Rice) Gar land) on Oc tobe r 22, 1770, i n A lbemar le C o u n t y, VA. The i r
s o n B a r b e e C o l l i n s w a s b o r n o n J a n u a r y 4 , 1774, i n A l b e m a r l e C o u n t y, VA.
Barbee Col l ins ' g i v e n n a m e c o m e s f r o m t h e ma iden n a m e of h i s p a t e r n a l
g randmother, E l i zabeth (BARBEE) R e d d Col l ins.
Thomas Collins, J r . w a s a s i g n e r o f t h e A lbermar le Dec la ra t ion o f
independence on A p r i l 21, 1779.
N a n c y (Garland) Co l l i ns d i e d in 1780. On J u n e 17, 1781, in A lbemar le Co,
VA, Thomas Coll ins, J r . m a r r i e d ( 2 ) S u s a n n a h Wal lace ( d a u g h t e r o f A n d r e w
a n d M a r g a r e t (Woods) Wal lace.) Susannah (Wal lace) Co l l ins d i e d in 1812 in
Mad ison Coun ty, K Y, a n d Thomas Coll ins, J r . m a r r i e d (3 ) M a r y B a r r .
T h e ch i l d ren of T h o m a s a n d N a n c y A n n (Gar land) Coll ins, J r . w e r e :
1 . Gar landColl ins, b o r n 1772 in A lbemar le Coun ty, VA, d i e d in H o w a r d
Coun ty, Missour i . Mar r ied B e t s e y M o b e r l y in 1798 in M a d i s o n Coun ty, K Y.
2 . BARBEE COLLINS, b o r n Janua ry 4 , 1774, in A lbemar le C o u n t y, VA . d i e d
J u n e 15, 1843, in F rank l i n Coun ty, Tennessee . M a r r i e d ( 1 ) M a r y Woods
( d a u g h t e r o f A r c h i b a l d Woods) o n J u n e 25, 1795, i n M a d i s o n C o u n t y, K Y.
3. El izabeth (Be tsy ) Collins, b o r n 1777 in Albemar le Coun ty, VA, d i e d 1833
in Mon tgomery Coun ty, K Y. in 1793, s h e m a r r i e dJ o h n Wi l l iams in Mad ison
C o u n t y, K Y.
4. N a n c y Collins, b o r n 1778 in Albemar le County, VA, d i e d in 1795. Mar r i ed
J o h n Maup in in 1794 in Mad ison C o u n t y, K Y. 10
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Thomas a n d Susannah (Wal lace) Coll ins, J r . w e r e t h e parents of Sa l l i e
Col l ins, b o r n in 1782, ma r r i e d in 1805 in Mad i son Coun t y, K Y, to Wil l iam
Duncan; P e g g y Col l ins, b o r n in 1784 in Mad i son Coun t y, K Y, ma r r i e d in 1813;
Thomas Col l ins l l l , b o r n in 1789 in Mad i son Coun t y, K Y, d i e d in Frank l in
Coun ty, TN, mar r i ed Frances Woods; a n d Wil l iam Collins, bo rn 1792 in
Mad ison Coun t y,K Y, ma r r i e d L u c y Bywa t e r s .

Thomas a n d Susannah (Wal lace) Coll ins, J r . mo v e d to Mad i s on Coun t y, K Y,
in t h e ea r l y 17805, as p roven by t h e b i r t h of t he i r chi ldren. B o t h Thomas
Coll ins, J r . a n d h i s s o n Ba rbee Col l ins appea r in 1800 Mad i son Coun t y
census (See Se c o nd Census o f K e n t u c k y records . ) Thomas, Garland,
James, Joseph , Josiah, Richard, a n d Wi l l i am Col l insw e r e enumerated in t h e
1810 Madison Coun t y, KY census, b u t Ba r bee Col l insh a dmo v e d to Frank l in
Coun t y, TN, by 1810. Thomas Col l ins, J r . se r ved in t h e Vi r ig in ia M i l i t i a
du r i ng t h e Revo lu t i ona ry War. He w a s ac t i v e in governmen ta l a f fa i r s a f t e r
he moved to Mad ison Coun t y, K Y. He d i e d n e a r Richmond, K Y, on February
13, 1820.

BARBEE COLLINS w a s bo r n on Janua r y 4, 1774, in Albemar le Coun ty, VA.
He moved w i t h h i s f a t he r a n d bro the rs to Mad ison Coun ty, K Y, in t h e ea r l y
17805. On J u n e 25, 1795, he ma r r i ed M a r y Woods, daugh te r o f A rch iba ld
a n d Mou r n i n g (She l ton ) Woods. M o s t l i k e l y t h e y k n e w ea c h o t h e r du r i n g
t h e i r t eenage yea rs , as b o t h t h e i r f am i l i e s mo v e d f rom Virg in ia t o Mad ison
Coun ty, KY, abou t t h e s ame t ime . Mad i son Coun ty reco rds p r o v e the i r
f a t he r s we re b o t h ac t i ve i n t h e deve lopmen t o f R ichmondw h i c h b e c ame t h e
coun t y sea t o f Mad ison Coun ty,K Y.
The a rea t h a t b e came Frank l in Coun t y, Tennessee in 1807w a s inc l uded in
t h e Dearborn Trea t y made on J a n u a r y 7 , 1806, in Wash ing ton C i t y. By th is
t r ea t y t he Cherokees ceded to t h e Un i t e d S ta t es an extensive t rac t o f l a n d
l y i n g in Tennessee, Alabama, a n dMiss iss ipp i . The Pres ident p roc l a imed t h e
1806 Dearborn Trea t y on M a y 23, 1807. F rank l in Coun t y, Tennesse w a s
c r ea t ed by an A c t o f t h e Tennessee Leg is la tu re in December 1807. The c a l l
o f t h e Tennessee wi lderness in t h i s n e w coun t y w a s hea rdby seve ra l m e n
i n Madison Coun ty, Ken t u c k y. Ba rbee Co l l i ns a n d h i s Woods i n - l aws we r e
a t t r a c t ed to t h e e x c i t emen t a n d oppor tun i t ies in a n e w front ie r, a n d t h e y
an swe r e d t h e c a l l b e tween 1808 a n d 1809.
BARBEE COLLINS appears on t h e 1812 Frank l i n Coun ty, TN Ta x L i s t a n d
l i v e d n e a r h i s Woods in - l aws on Bean ' s Creek in t h e sou thwes te rn p a r t o f
F rank l in County, TN, u n t i lh i s dea t h in 1843. 11



THE COLLINS FAMILY: A Lesson i n Sou t he r n S o u l b y A n n B . Chamb l e s s

Ba rbee a n dMa r y (Wood) Col l ins ' ch i l d ren we re :
Thomas w h o mar r i edAde l i a Burnam;Annie, b o r n S e p 23. 1803. d i e d J u l y 26,
1882, w h o ma r r i e dJ o s e p h Nuckols;A r ch i ba l d Woods Collins, b o r n Sep 23,
1803, d i e d N o v 20, 1882, w h o ma r r i e d 3 times; R i c e Garland; William;
J ames G.; a n d Sarah c a l l e d Sa l l y w h o ma r r i e dJ am e s Robbins. NOTE :
Ann i e a n dArch iba ld Woods w e r e twins, bo r n in 1803, a n d bo t h d i e d in 1882.
Ann i e (Col l ins) Nuc ko l s n a m e d a s o n BARBEE NUCKOLS, a n d he ma r r i e d
Ma r y E . Emb r y on A u g u s t 12, 1852, i n F rank l i n Co, TN.
When Genera lAnd r ew Ja c k s o n i s sued t h e c a l l f o r a l l able-bodiedm e n to
en l i s t f o r m i l i t a r y se r v i c e du r i n g t he War o f 1812, Barbee Col l ins se r v ed as a
Cap ta i n in Co lone lWi l l iam Metca l f ' s 1 s t Reg imen t o f t h e West Tennessee
Mi l i t i a be tween November 1814 a n dM a y 1815. Thei rs w a s p a r t o f t h e
Div is ion u n d e r Ma j o r Genera l Wi l l iam Carrol l . Du r i ng t h e Ba t t l e o f N e w
Orleans, Col . Metca l f ' s Reg imen t compr ised t h e r i g h t sec t i on of Gen.
Carrol l 's l i n e a t t h e breas tworks a t Chalmet te. The i r Divis ion r eachedN e w
Or leans in mid-December 1814 a f t e r an excu r s i on d o w n t he Miss iss ipp i
R i ve r.
Ba r bee Col l ins w a s enume ra t ed on t h e 1820, 1830, a n d 1840 censuses o f
F rank l i n Coun ty, TN.
M a r y (Woods) Col l ins d i e d on J u l y 23, 1822, a n d Barbee Col l ins wen t b a c k to
Mad i s on Coun ty, K Y, a n d ma r r i e d Hannah Woods on M a y 27, 1823. Ba r bee
Co l l i n s d i e d on J u n e 15, 1843, a n d i s b u r i e d i n t h e K e i t h Ceme te r y i n
F rank l i n Coun ty, TN. H i s g r a v e ma r k e r s ta tes: "One o f t h e heroes o f N e w
Orleans".
Barbee Col l ins ' n am e is f ound on p a g e 217 of Frank l in County, Tennessee
Wi l l Book, Volume I, 1808-1876. H i s esta te se t t l emen t is reco rded on p a g e s
577, 584, a n d 585 o f t h e F rank l i n Coun t y Se t t l emen t Book, Vo lume I , 1837‑
1843.
Barbee Co l l i ns ' s o n ARCHlBALD WOODS COLLINS w a s bo r n Sep t embe r 23,
1803, i n Mad i s onCoun ty, Ken t u c k y. He ma r r i e d (1 ) E l i za Re i d i n 1828 i n
J a c k s o n Coun ty,AL . A f t e r El iza 's death, A rch iba ld ma r r i e d h e r sister,
Ma l i nda Reid, on De c 19, 1837. E l iza a n dMa l i nda R e i d we r e daugh te rs o f
J o s eph B. a n d Isabe l la (Slaven)Re id . A f t e r Mal inda's death, he ma r r i e d (3 )
F rances Mar t i n on Oc tober 6 , 1846.
A rch iba ld Woods Col l ins ' fi r s t c h i l d w a s b o r n w h e n he w a s 25 yea rs old, a n d
h i s l a s t c h i l d w a s b o r n w h e n h e w a s 6 5 yea r s o f a g e . I n t hose 4 0 y e a r s h e
s i r e d 19 chi ldren (14 b o y s a n d 5 g i r l s ) by t h r ee w i ves . H i s 15 th c h i l d w h o
wa s h i s 10 th s o n w a s n ame dArch iba ld in 1858wh i c h wou l d be a lmos t
e x a c t l y 200 yea r s a f t e r t h e b i r t h of h i s namesake, A rch iba ld Campbel l , t h e
8 t h Ea r l o f A r g y l l o f Scot land. 12
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A r c h i b a l d Woods Col l ins d i e d November 1 9 o r 20, 1882. H i s n e w s p a p e r o b i t
w h i c h appeared in t h e N o v e m b e r 30, 1882 e d i t i o n of THE SCOTTSBORO
HERALD s t a t e d h e d i e d o n N o v e m b e r 19, 1882. H e i s b u r i e d i n a n u m a r k e d
g r a v e i n Co l l ins C e m e t e r y l o c a t e d o n M i l a n H i l l n e a r E s t i l l F o r k i n S e c t i o n
36, Townsh ip 1 , Range4 East, i n P a i n t R o c k Va l l e y, J a c k s o n County,
A labama.
A r c h i b a l d Woods Col l ins 's s o n T h o m a s B e n t o n C o l l i n s ( b o r n S e p t e m b e r23,
1838, in J a c k s o n Coun ty, AL , d i e d A p r i l 29, 1922, in Ar l i ng ton , Ta r r a n t
C o u n t y, Te x a s ) m a r r i e d H a n n a h J a n e S i m s o n O c t o b e r 30, 1867, i n J a c k s o n
C o u n t y, A labama.
H a n n a h J a n e S i m s w a s t h e d a u g h t e r o f N a t h a n B e n j a m i n S i m s (born
D e c e m b e r 24, 1816 i n F r a n k l i n C o u n t y, TN, d i e d J u n e 21, 1896). T h e o n l y
S l m s w h o appears in t h e 1820 Frank l in Coun ty, TN c e n s u s is a Ben jamin
S i m s w h o i s m o s t l i k e l y t h e f a t h e r o f N a t h a n B e n j a m i n S i m s . (NOTE: N o
fu r t he r i n f o rma t i on on t h i s Ben jam in Sims.) On Feb rua ry 15, 1845, i n
F rank l i n Coun ty, TN, Na than Ben jamin S ims m a r r i e d Susan L . Gray (bo rn in
1 8 2 7 i n F r a n k l i n County, TN, d i e d J u l y 21, 1906, i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y,A L ) .
Susan L . Gray w a s t h e d a u g h t e r o f Te r r e l l G ray (b o rn Ja n u a ry 1806 i n Wi lkes
C o u n t y, NC, d i e d J u l y 26, 1880, in J a c k s o n Coun ty, A labama.) Te r r e l l G r a y
w a s t h e s o n of George G r a y ( b o r n c i r c a 1777 in NC a n d d i e d A u g u s t 1859 in
F r a n k l i n C o u n t y, TN) w h o m a r r i e d S a r a h (Sal ly ) B e n g e (born 1777 i n NC, d i e d
1830) .
G e o r g e Gray ' s p a r e n t s w e r e J a m e s a n d El izabeth G r a y w h o l i v e d in Wi lkes
County,  NC.
Sa rah (Sal ly ) B e n g e Gray 's pa ren ts w e r e Thomas B e n g e (1734-1811) a n d
Susannah (Lewis)  Benge.
Te r r e l l Gray 's wi fe, M a r y Martin, w a s b o r n i n D e c e m b e r 1805 i n Wi lkes
C o u n t y, NC, a n d d i e d J a n u a r y 13, 1896, i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y, A L . S h e w a s t h e
d a u g h t e r o f J o h n Martin, J r . w h o m a r r i e d Susannah B e n g e o n Februa ry 2 ,
1797, in Wi lkes Coun ty, N C . Susannah Benge 's pa ren ts w e r e a l s o Thomas
a n d Susannah (Lew is ) Benge . Th i s m e a n s t h a t Te r r e l l G ray a n d M a r y
(Mar t i n ) Gray h a d t h e same'Benge grandparen ts .
ln Wi l kes C o u n t y, N o r t h Carol ina t h e B e n g e n a m e m u s t h a v e b e e n
p r o n o u n c e d a s B a n g e a s t h a t i s t h e w a y i t i s s p e l l e d i n seve ra l l e g a l
documents .
N a t h a n B e n j a m i n a n d S u s a n L . (Gray ) S i m s a n d h e r parents , Te r r e l l a n d M a r y
(Mar t in ) G r a y a r e a l l b u r i e d in t h e S i s k C e m e t e r y in P a i n t R o c k Va l l e y in
J a c k s o n County, AL .
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THE COLLINS FA M I LY: A L e s s o n i n S o u t h e r n S o u l b y A n n B . C h a m b l e s s

L i s t o f ch i ld ren o f A r c h i b a l d Woods Co l l i ns ( T h e y a r e s e p a r a t e d b y a l i n e t o
s h o w d i f fe ren t mothers ) :
1. J a m e s A. Coll ins, b o r n D e c e m b e r 12, 1828 ( I s he t h e J a m e s Co l l i ns w h o
m a r r i e d L u c i n d a E . C h u r c h i n F r a n k l i n Co, TN, o n M a y 30, 1852??
2. Wi l l iam J. Collins, b o r n M a r 8, 1830, m a r r i e d M a r y E. Hadden on F e b 19,
1865
3. Barbee 6. Coll ins, b o r n N o v e m b e r 29, 1831, m a r r i e d Lou isa C. Wicks on
J a n u a r y 24, 1850, Frank l in Co, TN
4. R i c e W. Coll ins, b o r n N o v e m b e r 13, 1833, m a r r i e d El izabeth S h a w on
D e c e m b e r 12, 1870, i n F rank l i n Co, T N ???
5 . Marsha l l R . Collins. b o r n J a n u a r y 13L1836. mar r ied Sarah S. B o s t i c k on
J u l y 31, 1855
6 . Thomas B . Collins, b o r n Sep tember 23, 1838, mar r i ed Hannah J . S ims on
O c t 31, 1867, a n d m o v e d t o Ta r r a n t Co, T X ( J a y, R o g e r, Ri ta, a n d J o R e n e
Coll ins'  l ine)
7. J o h n S. Coll ins, b o r n Februa ry 22, 1840, m a r r i e dA l g e n a F. C a r t e r on J a n
4, 1863
8. El iza M. Collins, b o r n December 8, 1841, m a r r i e d Thomas W. Hall, J r .
9. M a r y A n n Collins. b o r n O c t o b e r 22. 1843. m a r r i e dJ o h n B o u l d i n on J u n e
16. 1864 ( Te r r y Bou ld in a n d B e t t y ( B o u l d i n ) K n i g h t ' s l i n e )
10. J u s t i n a H. Collins, b o r n A u g u s t 2, 1847
11. D o u g l a s S t a n w i c k (Wix ie) Collins, b o r n A p r i l 26, 1849, m d S a l l yA n n I v y
O c t 20, 1869 (Dr. C a r l Collins, D r . W y a t t Coll ins, N a n c y (Col l ins) Helms, a n d
Anne t t e (Col l ins) D o w d y ' s l ine; J u d g e R a l p h Grider 's l ine; a n d R a y Col l ins
a n d J u d g e J e n n i f e r H o l t ' s l i ne )
12. N a n c y E. Collins, b o r n J u l y 26, 1851, m a r r i e d H e n r y B e a n on J u n e 7,
1872
13. Sarah (Sal l ie) D. Collins, b o r n D e c e m b e r 2, 1853, m a r r i e dJ o h n E. M e t c a l f
on A p r i l 11, 1872 (Chi ldren w e r e J e s t i n a h E., I d a J . , J e r r y M, a n d M a u d
M e t c a l f )
14. Hannah M. Collins, b o r n November 15, 1855
15. A rch iba ld Collins, b o r n M a y 13, 1858 ( A n A. W. Col l ins m a r r i e d S . L .
M e t c a l f on Feb rua ry 26, 1868, i n F rank l i n Co, TN)
16. F e l i x R . Collins, b o r n Sep tember 7 , 1860, mar r i ed Sarah (Sal l ie) R e i d
17. A n t h o n y B e a u r e g a r d Collins, b o r n A p r i l 13, 1863, m a r r i e d M a r y J a n e
B e a n (Stan ley J o n e s ' l i ne )
18. Wilson L. Coll ins, b o r n December 5, 1865
19. Geo rge M. Collins, b o r n February 12, 1868
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The Jackson County Historical Association will meet Sunday, July 26, 2009, 2:00 p.m., in the
Scottsboro Public Library meeting room. ProgramVice-President Kelly Goodowens is pleased
to announce that Ron Lee and James Dennis Lambert, Jr., authors of BRIDGEPORT, ALABAMA:
GATEWAY TO THE SEQUATCHIE VALLEY, will share their pictorial history and vast knowledge
of how and why Bridgeport‘s geographic location and natural resources attracted early settlers,
armies, and entrepreneurs. One subheading in their book reads: NORTHERN DREAMERS IN A
SOUTHERN LAND. These dreamers built homes, business buildings, and industries designed
by renowned architects which rivaled those seen in NewYork City in the late 1800s.
Among these were'three-storied homes and the elegant four-story Hoffman House Hotel. Their
July 26 slide programwill include vintage pictures of many of these majestic buildings and
houses.
The new Bridgeport book was almost 20 years in the making. It contains over 600
photographs, illustrations, local cemetery inventories, and many family histories.
Approximately 60 per cent of the images and text are from original sources, previously never in
p fi n t ’
Ron and Dennis' slide program will take you back to the Civil War battles in Bridgeport, the
Bridgeport Boom era, the age of child labor in factories in both Stevenson and Bridgeport, and
to family gatherings. After the program, Ron and Dennis will be available to autograph books
which may be purchased that day for $34.50. See page 3 for order information.
Feel free to bring your guests to the meeting on Sunday, July 26.

2009 annual dues were due and payble on January 1, 2009. IF paid 2009 does not appear on the
mai l ing label of your July edition of THE CHRONICLES, please mail your check to:
JCHA TREASURER, PO . BOX 1494, SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768 as fol lows:
Annual Dues (Except senior citizens) $20.00
Senior Citizen, 65 years of age $15.00
Life Membership dues $150.00
Please include y o u r 9-d ig i t ZIP CODEWITH y o u r membersh ip renewal. Please send change o f
address to JCHA. Members in good standing receive THE JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES in
January, April, July, and October.

CHRONICLES EDITOR: Ann B. Chambless, 435 Barbee Lane, Scottsboro, AL 35769
email: rabc123@scottsboro.org



Walter Al ley and Related Families of The Tennessee Valley: A Collection of Genealogies
was compiled and edited by Walter A. Russell and published by Authorhouse
Publishing Co. in February 2009. This work depicts the life of Walter Alley and identifies
his known descendants and their related families, many of whom settled initially in the
Tennessee Valley. The book is composed of 14 independent Parts with each
representing the lineage of a principal ancestor or a related family. These families are:
Alley, Arendt, Brown, Cox, Dame, Gilliland, Hawk, Jones, Kelly, McMahan, Oyler, Ridley,
Schoolfield, and Wilson. In addition to family outlines, each part expands to include
many other allied lines, some of whom are: Allison, Bennett, Cargile, Crawford, Davis,
Foster, Gay, Goble, Graham, Greene, Grider, Gunter, Hackworth, Hill, Jennings, Loyd,
Martin, Pennington, Pettus, Rankin, Robert, Rogers, Russell, Shepherd, Smith, Williams,
and Wimberly.

Collecting and organizing this vast amount of information occurred over a period of
thirty-five years. It represents the efforts of many family historians who shared their
detailed records and carefully preserved memorabilia with the author to assure that
memories of their families would never fade. All contributors are identified, some within
the text while others are shown in endnotes. Their combined efforts resulted in a 6 x 9
book, 412 pages, with over 6500 fully indexed names.

Expanded Foreword and Introduction entries were included to enhance the readability
of the review. The Foreword defines and describes the book’s organization and
presentation. The Introduction attempts to create an awareness in the reader of
conditions immigrants faced in their country of origin as well as those they
encountered upon arrival and settlement in America.

Both hardback and softback editions are available and may be ordered from: Lisa
Vaught, 1445 War Eagle Dr., Crossville, TN38572, email: hawaiianlika@frontiernet.net
or from Walter A. Russell, 433 S. Highway 22A, Panama City, FL 32404, email:
russellalleybook@bellsouth.net. Prices: The hardback is $26.00 and softback is $21.00,
plus S&H. S&H is $5.50 for the first book; each additional book in the same order to the
same address requires an additional $3.00 S&H per copy. Checks or other type payment
can be made out to either Lisa or Walter. Paypal is available. (The dustjacket and
image, along with reviews, may be viewed on web site:
www.matthewrussellgenealogy.com )

Walter Alley and Related Families of the Tennessee Valley is the second of a two-book
series authored by Russell. The first book, "Descendants of Matthew Russell and
Related Families of Jackson County, Alabama", was previewed in the April 2009 issue
of THE CHRONICLES. Combined, these books identify many of the early settlers in
Jackson 00., Alabama, and the Tennessee Valley. Together, the two indexes have over
15,000 fully indexed names. The books are independent of each other but, for
continuity purposes, have a brief lineage overlap of certain families.

Please contact the author at russellalleybook@bellsouth.net for specific questions on
either of the reviews.
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LAST GRAND OLE DAMEON THE TENNESSEE RIVER: B. B. COMER BRIDGE
by Ann B. Chambless

Imagine dancing the night away between the tall metal trusses of the B. B. Comer
Bridge. Scottsboro youths did just that during the early part of World War II. If you
don't believe me, just ask Dr. Jim Kirby who grew up in Scottsboro in the 19305 and
early 19403. Dr. Jim stated, "We used to park our vehicles on the bridge, use a wind-up
record player for music, and dance in the moonlight. I don't ever remember a car
coming along due to our critical gas rationing during those War years."
Dr. Kirby added that some of the other "moonlit bridge dancers" included Jack Gay,
brother and sister Ray Ambrester and ReonAmbrester, Cleo Broadway, Virginia Wood,
A. P. Price, Jim Mack Garland, and Una Faye Houk (whom Dr. Kirby married after he
returned from his World World || military service.) He stated, "There were others, but
these are the only names I can now readily recall. Our music was mostly GlennMiller's
String of Pearls, Moonlight Serenade, Little Brown Jug, and Tuxedo Junction. There
were also some Mills Brothers songs that included my favorite, Paper Doll, as well as
songs played by the Harry James Orchestra." He concluded by adding, "Great Times!"
(Mark Scott Skelton and Blanche (McCutchen) Tally also remember dancing on the
bfidge )
Dr. Kirby, a dentist who practiced in and retired in Anniston, Alabama, has many vivid
memories of "the grand ole dame" who has spanned the Tennessee River since 1930.
J im stated, "I was about six years old when the Braxton Bragg Comer Memorial Bridge
was dedicated, My parents and I walked to the highest point of the bridge at the center.
It was blocked to all traffic until the dedication ceremonies were completed. I
remember looking down at the dizzying height between the top of the bridge and the
water below."

How and why did Jackson County acquire this "grand ole dame"? The 1920s became
the "jazz age of the automobile". 1927 was a BIG year in Alabama for many reasons.
Alabama elected Bibb Graves as Governor in 1927, and he immediately developed a
liberal program of progressive works for the State. One of his programs was the State
Toll Bridge Act of 1927 whereby the Alabama Legislature authorized the creation of the
State Bridge Corporation. This legislativeAct delegated the power to issue bonds for
the construction of 15 toll bridges on the principal State rivers. The first of these tol l
bridges spanned the Tombigbee River in Pickens County and was dedicated in
December 1929. Governor Bibb Graves named the first bridge buil t to span the
Tennessee River in honor of Braxton Bragg Comer (1848 - 1927) who served as
Alabama Governor 1907-1911and as U.S. Senator in 1920.

B. B. Comer Memorial Bridgewas built at the site of the old Garland's Ferry at the foot
of Sand Mountain. The towns nearest the bridge included Scottsboro, Section, and
Dutton. On March 15, 1928, PROGRESSIVE AGE publisher J. S. Benson reported: The
surveying crew for the Scottsboro to Fort Payne road are now on the job. The State
Highway Department is getting ready to issue a contract for the road from Scottsboro to
the DeKalb County line. Two weeks later the paper contained this headline: "Alabama
State Bridge Corporation to Sell Bonds". The bond sale also made headlines in the
October 17, 1928, edition of the NEWYORK TIMES which read:
ALABAMA OFFERSBONDS;BIDS-ASKEDON $5,000,000.00 to FINANCE TOLL
BRIDGES.
(EDITOR'SNOTE: Info found in the NEW YORK TIMES archives via the internet) 4



LAST GRAND OLE DAMEON THE TENNESSEE RIVER: B. B. Comer Bridge (Continued)

On March 28, 1929, the front page of the PROGRESSIVEAGE carried this headline: BIG
GRAVEL FLEET HERE FOR BRIDGE: Big Crew and Barges and Boats Tied Up Until
Flood Recedes
"A large fleet of boats belonging to "the Sheffield Sand and Gravel Company arrived at
the Garlands Ferry last Saturday. The fleet is composed of the steamer Rita, the dredge
boat Vanderburg and six barges and is under the command of Capt. Conway Garden
with J. H. Darby as chief engineer and a crew of 10men. This company has the contract
to furnish all the gravel used in the construction of the bridgeand will require about 40
days after the river goes down to begin operation."
On August 1, 1929, in OBSERVATIONS OF THE EDITOR, he wrote:
" I t wil l soon be time to begin thinking of a name for the bridge across the Tennessee
River here. We are thinking it would bemighty fitting to let this be a memorial bridge
and place the names on it of all Jackson County boys who lost their lives during the
World War (World War I). Many counties are erecting arches and memorial bridges. It
seems to us this would be very fitt ing and would be a lasting memorial for these boys.
Think about it."
Publisher Benson also reportedon August 1, 1929, that a bridgeworkman had died due
to the hazards of breathing compressed air. He stated the deceased was one of the
workmen known as "sand hogs" who worked under the bed of the river (preparing the
bridge foundations) who had to breathe compressed air forced into them. When the
deceased succumbed to the pressure and stress, a specialist from Chattanooga was
called, but there was nothing that "could return him".
On August 22, 1929, the PROGRESSIVEAGE reported that a bridge workman died of.
injuries sustained in a 40 foot fall into concrete at the construction site. This man was
not local as his body was shipped to Kansas City, Missouri.
The bridge construction crew experienced another serious accident which injured
several workers in October 1929. One October 24, 1929 PROGESSIVE AGE headline
read: BRIDGEWORKMEN HURT IN BAD ACCIDENT. This story elaborated on the
injuries: "Sevenworkmen were injuredat the new Tennessee River Bridge near
Scottsboro last Friday morning when a scaffold on which ten men were painting broke
and threw the men about seventeen feet to the ground. The accident occurred on the
south side of the river at the trestle approach to the bridge; and Dr. R. R. Bridges,
physician fo r the Kansas City Bridge Company in whose employ these men were,
hurried to the scene and rendered first aid. Five of the injured men were brought to
Hodges Hospital here where they are recovering, although it is reported their injuries
were serious. Quite a bi t excitement prevailed following the accident as all kinds of
reports were circulated from one injured to fifteen killed.
The following are confined in the hospital:
Ernest Staton, of Section, wrenched back (Staton was 23 years old in 1930, per census
record).
Eugene Hess, of Scottsboro, wrenched back (Hess was 24 years old in 1930).
Ezra Johns, of Section, dislocations and bruises (Johns was 30 years old in 1930).
Dewey Shaddiclehaddix, of Section, crushed foot
Mack McGuire, of Scottsboro, injuries to his head and body
Roy Howard, of Scottsboro, brokenfoot'and‘s'evere bruises
Frank Smith, of Section, fractures and bruises (Smith was 24 years old in 1930).
The action occured shortly after the men had gone to work in the morning, and that
none of them were killed is considered miraculous."
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LAST GRANDOLE DAMEONTHE TENNESSEE RIVER: B.B. Comer Bridge (Continued)

Erected by the Kansas City Bridge Company in behalf of the Alabama State Bridge
Corporation, the bridge was officially dedicated on August 2, 1930. Mr. J. F. Comer
expressed the Comer family's appreciation for the honor accorded his father. Mr.
Sidney W. Lee presided at the ceremony. A eulogy on the life and accomplishments of
former Governor Comer was given by Mr. Erskine Ramsey of Birmingham, Alabama.
The invocation was offered by the Rev. FrankWillis Barnett, and the benediction was
pronounced by Col. G. L. Comer.
NOTE: This author's source for the dedication formalities was taken from Marie Bankhead
Owen'5 "Alabama History in Bridges" found on pages 200-217 of the 1930Fall Issue of the
ALABAMA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY. Marie BankheadOwen (wife of the late Thomas
McAdory Owen) actually attended the dedication on August 2, 1930.

The "Tennessee River Expressway" between Scottsboro and points Eastwas finally a
reality. Many years ago, Mrs. Ellen (Hess) Rudder told your author that SHE was the
first female who drove an automobile across the bridge. With a renewed sparkle in her
eye, she added, "And it was before the bridge was officially opened so I did not have to
pay the toll for my first drive across the bridge."
The 1927 State Toll Bridge Act set aside the tolls collected for a special fund created by
the State Legislature. When the fund was sufficient to pay for the bridge construction,
the toll was lifted.

In his August 7, 1930, edition of THE PROGRESSIVE AGE,Publisher J. S. Benson's
headline read:
SCOTTSBORO HOLDS BRIDGE DEDICATION. The subheading stated: Structure
named inhonor of Late Governor, COST $525,000.00.
The news article continued:
"One of the biggest events in the history of Scottsboro and Jackson County occurred
Saturday when the new B. B. Comer Bridge which spans the Tennessee River about
four miles from Scottsboro was dedicated with impressive ceremony. A large crowd
estimated at between seven and eight thousand people thronged about the bridge."

EDITOR'SNOTE: Blanche (McCutchen) Tally was not o l d enough to drive in 1930, so he r older
brother drove her to the bridge site. There was such a throng of people at the dedication
ceremony that they d i dno t attempt to leave their car a nd returned to their home in downtown
Scottsboro.

The program started at 10:30 a m . with music by the Avondale Company band of
Sylacauga. Immediately following, "the crack Scottsboro Hosiery Mill band rendered a
popular number".
The opening remarks were made by SidneyW. Lee of Birmingham who was master of
ceremonies. Rev. FrankWillis Barnett, also of Birmingham and a very close friend of
the Comer family, invoked divine blessings upon the gathering.
Arrangements had been made for a representative of the Kansas City Bridge Company
to present the bridge to the State Bridge Corporation, but at the last moment this
representative had to cancel his engagement. Col. Woolsey Finnell was next introduced
and on behalf of theBridgeCorporation accepted the gigantic structure. Mr. Erskine
Ramsey, also of Birmingham,was introduced and delivered the principal address,
choosing as h is subject “The Life andPublic Service of Governor B. B. Comer".
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LASTGRAND OLE DAMEOF THE TENNESSEE RIVER: B.B. Comer Bridge (Continued)

The paper stated: "Mr. John F. Comer, in well chosen words, acknowledged the
appreciation of the family of the late Governor Comer. Col. G. L. Comer, brother of the
late Governor, made a short talk which was greatly enjoyed by all those within hearing
distance.
The bronze tablet was unveiled by Betty Comer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Comer
and grand-daughter of the late Governor, and little Miss Eugenia Dabney, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. M.V. Dabney and great-granddaughter of the late Governor.
The placing of a wreath by the Governor's widow and the benediction by Col. G. L.
Comer concluded the ceremony.
At noon a sumptuous plate lunch was served to all the out-of‐county visitors. The
ladies committee in charge of this part of the program did themselves proud. An old‑
fashioned picnic lunch was held with Jackson Countians bringing hundreds of well‑
filled baskets.
It was a day long to be remembered, and the chairman of the various committees and
members thereof are deserving of much praise for the manner in which the program
was carried out."

Thetolfwbrrdge‘feesranged from fiVe centsfor IndIVIdualsto $.50 for automobilesand
$1.50 for trucks over six tons.Although Comer Bridge provideda faster and more
convenient route of passage, two ferries continuedto operatem the generalvicinity of
the bridge (theinfees were more affordable for'th'e‐average family). ‘
Hale's Ferry,which was headquartered on the south side of the river near the present‑
day Boy Scout camp, delivered its passengers to Snodgrass Landing which led into the
Bethany community. Mrs. Claude (Fiona) Thornhill recently told your author that in
good weather her family used this ferry as opposed to the toll bridge. Mrs. Thornhill
also shared her memories of attending the BIG celebration in Scottsboro the day the toll
was lifted from Comer Bridge. She remembered the throngs of people, the
entertainment, and the cash prizes given on that momentous day.
On September 3, 1936, the JACKSON COUNTY SENTINEL editor reported Governor
Blbb Graves' announcement that an agreement had been made to lease the 15 bridges
built 1929-1930 to the highway department and the toll from all structures would be
removed by October 1, 1936.
On September 17, 1936, the same editor stated: "The Highway Departmentwil l pay
$275,000.00 a year fo r the (toll) bridges. From these funds, interest and principal on
new 4 per cent bonds will be paid, retiring them by 1952."
On September 24, 1936, the JACKSON COUNTY SENTINEL carried this headline:
BRIDGES FREEAT NOON ON SEPTEMBER 29, 1936, Scottsboro to Celebrate with
Southside Residents as Guests"
The editor emphasized the importance of the lift ing of the toll by stating:
"The freeing of the Comer Bridge of toll is one of the most far-reaching things that
could happen in Jackson County, for the frequent flooding Tennessee River and the toll
bridge and ferries have practically separated one-half of our county from the other half
since the county was firs t inhabited by white settlers. It means at last Jackson County
people can come together and mingle together economically and comfortably."
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LAST GRAND OLE DAMEON THE TENNESSEE RIVER: B. B. Comer Bridge (Continued)
The September 24 edition also includeda full page spreadwith an extra large heading:
WELCOME TO SCOTTSBORO! People South of the River on Tuesday, September 29.
"Scottsboro plans to celebrate this great occasion by inviting all the people of the south
side."
The paper stated that every man, woman, and child who came to Scottsboro "via the
bridge" would be given a numbered ticket to enter the drawing for $150.00 cash
giveaway. On October 1, it was reported that 2812 tickets were issued at the bridge.
The October 1, 1936, edition of the JACKSON COUNTYSENTINEL stated: ‘
"Scottsboro joined Tuesday in a statewide celebration of the freeing of the 15 toll
bridges in Alabama with one of the largest crowds ever seen in the county seat of
citizens of the south side of the river mingling with hundreds of local people and
citizens from other parts of the county." The ceremony took place at the bandstand on
the court house lawn. Governor Bibb Graves' statewide radio address was brought to
the bandstand through a latest model Philco radio, installed and serviced gratis by
Word Motor Company." Governor Graves remarked "there is nothing in the world a
man just naturally resents more than a toll bridge."
During the Noon hour, the program was dismissed for lunch, and a Highway
Department official visited the bridge and watched as "little Miss Sara Campbell,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Campbell (and sister of the late Harry Campbell), cut
the mythical ribbon that freed the bridge traffic."
In the afternoon, Scottsboro Mayor-elect J. W. Woodall and J. K. Thompson, Sr. made
welcome addresses. These were responded to by Jasper C. Austin and L. D. Durham
of Sand Mountain. Short addresses were made by Senator I. J. Browder and
Representative John O'Neal. The bandstand rang out with music performed by the
Comer Mills Band of Sylacauga, Alabama, and the Cumberland Farms Band "from the
Colony". The JCS editor stated: "The Pisgah String Band also gave some good
selections on the stand during the afternoon." About 3000 people enjoyed free
entertainment that night at the Airdome Theatre at Five Points, compliments of Airdome
owners Cecil and RobertWord.
After fifty years, the daily traffic on Comer Bridge became so heavy that in the 19805 the
Robert E. Jones Bridge was constructed parallel to the Grand Ole Dame to give her
some much needed (east bound only) relief. (2007 average daily traffic: 7,750 vehicles).
In 2007, the Alabama Department of Transportation classified Comer Bridge as
structurally deficient with an overall rating of 7.6 out of 100. The last of the 19303
vintage Grand Ole Dames (on the Tennessee River) was closed, and construction of
the first phase of her replacement began in October 2007 by the Scott Bridge Company
of Opelika, Alabama.
At this writing the last Grand Ole Dame is providing a safe home for a nest of baby
eagles. Your editor once saw the mother eagle feeding her babies. This is not the first
year the mother eagle leased this spot rent free, and eagle watchers know that eagles
re-use their nests many times. WHAT WILL HAPPEN to the nest when the new bridge
opens? Better still, what wil l happen to the Grand Ole Damewe all love and call B. B.
Comer Bridge???? So many people have stated they would like for the bridge to
remain in place and be used as a walking bridge much like the Walnut Street Bridge in
Chattanooga,-Tennessee.
As a fund raising project, the local group Friends Helping Friends commissioned
talented, local artist John Warr to paint a picture of the B. B. Comer Bridge. It is a

. .manificent painting of the.J.a.st Grand OleDame of the Tennessee River. Prints may be
purchased for $100.00 by calling Glenda Pylant at (256) 683-5800. 8
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Scottsboro Bridge
1

On this page:
Photo

Overview

Photo taken by Sheila Fossett

\/

Facts

Overview
Cantilevered through truss bridge over Tennessee River on AL 35 at Scottsboro

Location _
j a z fl wwm i i ;Mata/m

History _ '
Built 1930 ( Com-F ( t h a t 161305 \
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These pictures are compliments of J HA member Mildred Tally M
Alabama. They weremade in 1929duningtheconstruction of B. B. ComerBridge. Can
you identify any of the men?
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SANDHOGS: A BANDOF BROTHERS,YESTERDAY AND TODAY
by Ann B. Chambless

Bridges and roads enable pleasure trips, carry us to job sites and grocery stores, and
then take us back home to our families. How often do we think about the men who built
these transportation conveniences?
Have you ever heard the word "Sandhog"? The word was first used in the 1870s to
describe the laborers who burrowed below New York's East River to build the Brooklyn
Bridge. Sandhogs also helped build the B. B. Comer Bridge. At least one of them lost
his life while working there in 1929.
A modern-day Sandhog stated: "Mother Nature does not like to be upset, and we go
down there and blow her up every day. Being a Sandhog is a job that calls for grit and
stamina. Those who build things, including bridges and tunnels, have a pride in their
work that few high-rise paper pushers can imagine."
For more than 150 years, a mostly unknown band of brothers called Sandhogs have
built bridges, dams, railroad tunnels, and subway systems. The Sandhogs sti l l use
some of the century-old working methods and "lose an average of a man a mile" in
dangerous working conditions.
At least one Sandhog lost his life during the construction of Comer Bridge. (See page 5
for this August 1929 death.) Digging the foundation of the Corner Bridgewas the first
order of business. A caisson chamber was built so the workers could adapt to the
different pressure when traveling under water to dig. If not properly acclimated to the
difference in air pressure, the workers would get "the bends". Even the strongest
Sandhog could only work a few hours under the river. It took brave men to "sui t up"
and tackle this hazardous work. There was an old saying, "If it's deeper than a grave,
the brave Sandhogs dug it."
Below is a picture of Joseph Wheeler Oliver (grandfather of JCHA member Mildred
Talley McDonald of Flat Rock, AL) made in 1929while he was being "suited up". Can ,
anyone identify the other four men in this picture? The smaller picture shows Mr.
Oliver descending ' to the river.

\ \ . /



THE SAND HOGS (by American PoetBerton Braley 1883-1966) from SONGSOF THEWORKADAY
WORLD) (not in copyright)

I t ' s fifty inches round the chest, leather lungs are sound,

heart must stand the air compressed in caissons underground ;

With pressure hammering his ears. his shovel in his hand.

He works in several atmospheres and burrows in the sand.

Beneath the 'lock" He spouls his time.

He seeks bedrock through silt and slime

And blithely takes His chances where for ushemakes a Thoroughfare

The job would never have a start without the Draughtsman's "w i f "

The Iron‐Worker does his part. The Mason adds a bit;

They do their work ‐ remember t h a t ‑

But also please recall,The Sand Hogcertainly is at the bottom of it a lL

When heis through right on his head

May come the crew with stone and steel;

But t i l l he's done, they wait their day,

Fo r he's the one who clears the way.

The Engineer says, "'Go ahead," the Sand Hogwiggles down.

In tunnels through the river bed, or subways in the town;

Through quicksand, gravel, rock, and mud,with death itself to dare,

(From falling rock or sudden flood) He digs a thoroughfare.

When moisture seeps through chink and crack,

And al l that keeps the water back is a i r ‐ just air‑

He doesn't shirk. The job is t h e r e ‑

And that's his work! Because he toils and sweats below,

In steam and dripping heat,

The tal l steel buildings rise and throw their shadows on the street.

For tubes in which the millions ride to do their work each day.

For bridges flung across the tide, the Sand Hogclears the way!

A hero some would say,perhaps?He's l ike a slew of other chaps.

Who only ask their daily pay;Who dotheir'task‐And clear the way]
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My Experiencewiththe Alabama State Guard
by Dr. Jim M. Kirby (Scottsboro native)

My experience with the military way of life began in 1938 in Scottsboro, Alabama, when E
my Dad (Clarence B. Kirby) joined the American Legion. When I was 13 years old, the
American Legion in Scottsboro formed a chapter of The Sons of The American Legion
(SAL). There were about twelve of us at first, averaging from 11 to 14 years of age.
Some of the other boys included myolder brother, Ben Kirby; Harold Nye; brothers
Graydon and Victor Genge; brothers James and Charles David Presley; Rayford
Hodges, Jr.; Jack Gayle; and Frank Keown. The old World War I Vets decided we would
be their close order drill squad. They taught us close order drill and would take turns
dri l l ing us. They would drill us until we were worn out, but i t was fun too. I remember
one old guy shouting, "Eyes RIGHT! When I say Eyes Right !, I want to hear them
eyeballs click." We all had a good time, and it became great fun for us. i
The men decided we would become a Fife and Drum Corps which we did.We had 10
fifes and 2 snare drums. I bet we looked like that picture "The Spirit of '76" when we ‘
marched and played.
We had so many wanting to join us, the adults decided to make us into a drum and
bUgle corps. We had white pants and shirts, SAL caps, and a black stripe down the
outside of the pants legs.
We marched in Governor Chauncey Sparks' 1940 inauguration parade in downtown
Montgomery, Alabama. Condon Campbell, Sr. was our first director. Mary (Presley)
Cox and Margaret Gayle both played snare drums in the Scottsboro Drum and Bugle
Corps. Mary (Presley) Cox has pictures made during that 1940 Montgomery parade.
We really thought we were hot stuff, and so did others in our little town so the idea
came up to donate our instruments to the high school and form our first high school
band. I played in it as did Leon Smith and John Shook. When I went out for football, it
conflicted with my band practice, but that was the way it was. I played in the band at
other times. I remember that Mary Nell (Sumner) Holder was a majorette in the first
Jackson County High School Band (formed in 1939).
The war came along, and the old World War One vets formed the Alabama State Guard.
ljoined and we wore the old green CCC uniforms, tall leggings, shoes and all. We
carried shotguns because no rifles were consigned to us. Some of the guns were single
barrel, some double barrel and some pumps. There were several gauges, including 20,
16, and 12 gauge. I made corporal in the state guard and was the Guidon bearer.We
were called "Shotgun Willies" by the wags.
In the summer of 1943we were sent to Dauphin Island in the Gulf of Mexico fo r summer
encampment. We had all kinds of training: gas mask training in tear gas chambers,
target practice with real 30.06 Springfields and even Thompson Submachine guns. The
training we received really made it a lo t better fo r me when I went in the regular Army. I
knew how to whip on a pair of leggings in a short while, how to make up a bed that
would bounce a quarter, and how to keep my gun spotless.

\,

EDITOR'S NOTE: Dr. Jim Macon Kirby is the son of Clarence Barton and Bertha
(Cunningham)Kirby. Clarence B. Kirby (1891-1976)was the son of Thomas Walter
Kirby (1867-1918) ‑
who was the son of JohnLKi'rby-‘(1834-1873)who was the son of Richard Kirby, Jr.
(1788-1858) who was the son of Richard Kirby, Sr. (1748-1811).
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The October 2009 meetingwi l l bea bus tour on October 24. The tour is now sold
out, and there is awaiting list in case someone has to cancel their paid reservation at
the last minute. ProgramVice PresidentKelly Goodowens (tour coordinator),
President Jen Stewart, and BoardMembers John Graham and Ann B. Chambless
have driven the entire route the tour wi l l follow and promise the attendees a ful l day
of fun and history. Attendees wil l meet in Hollywood at 7:30 a.m. and enjoy a
continental breakfast before boarding the bus for their first stop in Bridgeport
which wil l bethe Bridgeportwalking bridge. The bridge pillars are original to the
first railroad bridge built to span the Tennessee River and Long Island in the early
1850s.
The group wi l l visit Rocky Springs,Mount Carmel,McMahan’s Cove, old Bolivar,
FortHarker,and the original Stevenson railroadwater reservoir built about 1854
before stopping for a box lunch at the home of Judge andMrs. John Graham. In
the afternoon the tour wil l view the Tally House,several sites in BigCoon that
include the 1876 Judge David Tate house, and then conclude the tour at the Moody
Brickwhere present owners, Dianeand Ron Lee,wi l l serve light refreshments
under their driveway arbor. WHAT FUN!!!!!!! Wish you could all bewith us!
In keepingwith the October 24 bus tour of the upper end of Jackson County, your
editor has researched,documented, and compiled an abbreviated history of the men
who first settled in the areas of King’s Cove,Doran’s Cove,Rocky Springs, and old
Bolivar . These short biographies and landmark descriptions includewhere these
early settlers lived before they emigrated to Jackson County,Alabama.

2010 annual dues wi l l be due and payable on January 1,2010. Dues received after
October 1wil l be credited to your 2010 membership. Members in good standing
receive THE JACKSONCOUNTY CHRONICLES in January, Apri l , July, and
October.
Mai l your check to JCHA TREASURER,PO .BOX 1494,SCOTTSBORO,AL
35768 asfollows:
Annual Dues (except senior citizens) $ 20.00
Senior Citizens $ 15.00
LifeMembership dues $150.00
Please includeyour 9-digit ZIP CODE WITHyour membership renewal. Please
send change of address to JCHA at the address cited above.



EARLYSETTLERSOFKING’S COVE,DORAN’SCOVE,AND OLD
BOLIVAR:

WHOWERE THEY? WHENDIDTHEY ARRIVE AND FROMWHENCE?
By Ann B. Chambless

A great deal of the history of King’s Cove, Doran’s Cove, and Old Bolivar has been
written based on traditional stories. History without documentation is little more
than legends. Legends open the door for errors in dates, years, names, and
generations. This is true for many landmarks, events, and people indigenous to
King’s Cove, Doran’s Cove, and Old Bolivar. Therefore, a current study of the
early settlers in these areas is longpast due.

Who were they? When didthey arrive andfromwhence?

Bureau of Indian Affairs records are a must-read for studying when and by whom
King’s Cove, Doran’s Cove, and Old Bolivar were settled. White men who came
into this area before late-1819 were intruders in the Cherokee Nation UNLESS they
had obtained a passport .

NOTE: The I 791 Treaty of Holston between the Cherokees and the Federal
Government ceded landin Eastern Tennessee in exchangefor President Washington’5
guarantee that the Cherokee Nation would never again be invaded by white settlers.
This treatyforcedAmericans to obtain passports to enter Cherokee lands andgranted
the Cherokees the right to evictsettlers.

Passports to travel through, visit, or work in the Cherokee Nation were signed by
Return J. Meigs, the Indian Agent to the Cherokees from 1801-1823. The Agency
was first located at Southwest Point near Kingston, TN. Then it moved to Hiwassee
Garrison near Dayton, TN. Following a dispute over the title to the Garrison land,
it was moved to Calhoun,Tennessee.
Some white men who had special skills, such asblacksmiths, were invited onto the
land by the tribe. In copying the following passes, I have omitted portions that were
repeated on every pass. On those for passage through the Nation, the phrase "they
conducting themselves in conformity to the Laws for regulating intercoursewith the
Indian Tribes & for preserving peace on the frontier" appears. In those passes
granting permission to remain in the Cherokee Nation, the phrase "provided there
shall beno objections made by the Indians" is used.
Work passports specified the amount of time (usually limited to no more than four
months) that aman’s “green card” allowedhimto remain in the CherokeeNation. For
example:
“James Ore Jun, William W, Robert Hugens, William Willson & James Woolsey are
permitted to pass into the Cherokee Nation to work at Salt Petre Works . . they may
remain in the nation four months. . . 22Nov 1803”
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Joseph Reedhas permission to go to Nickajack to make anessay of extracting Salt Petre
provided there shall beno objections made by the Indians& he is permitted to take
Thomas Cummins with himto assist him in the essay for thirty days. . . November 3,
1801”
“The within mentionedJohnWood, Blacksmith, is hereby permitted to go into the
CherokeeNation& pursue the business of his occupation there for the term of three
months from the date hereof . . . 22 June 1801”
“Samuel Norwood has permission to live in the Cherokee Nation at the place of John
Rogers for the term of six months from the present dates & may pass & repass
occasionally to Visit his friends during the term abovementioned . . 27 June 1803”
Copies of all passports and/or permits were retainedby Agent R. J. Meigs and remain on
file today. These documents can be readvia aseries of Bureauof IndianAffairs
microfilm found in most major libraries throughout the UnitedStates.
A list of white settlers below the line in Sequchee (Sequatchie)Valley on IndianLand
22April 1809 [* indicates permit]

MANHOLDINGPASSPORTPERMIT CHEROKEE
* ReubenRogers Cropper for Settler Terrapin
* Harris K. Wylly Cropper for Jno Rogers Senr
* James Haney hiredby Jno Rogers
* Jeremiah Rogers Senr Hirelings for Tarrepin
* Jno Hamilton Cropper for 8Killer
* Jacob Hamelton Hireling for ditto
* Jeremiah Alexander Cropper for Salaisger(?) Junr
* Wm. Burke D° for Jno Watts (Domeans ditto)
* John Carrson Do for Jno Jolley
* John Livingston D° for Charles Rogers
* Wm. Farmer Do for RichardBenge
* Andrew Farrner hireling for Do
* Adam Stinson Cropper for James Rogers
* Wm. Steward Do for EzekielHarlan
* Thomas Johnson D°.Tolantuskee
* Robert ONiel hierling for D°
No Permits:AndrewMcWilliams, Joel Wheeler, Robert Walker,
HerculesJones, DavisGriffith,HinesGriffith, Thomas
Woodcock, RobertMcGrew,JamesHogan,Mr.Bassam,Mr.
Bassam,Mr. Bell, TharmonShelton, JamesRobbinson,Mr.
Ellis,RandalMcDanielwho mustberemoved.

3



There were other intruders who attempted to settle illegally and
hadto beremovedby the IndianAgent.
The following are examples of how Cherokee Indian Agent R. J. Meigs dealt with
intruderswho moved into Cherokee territory without passports:

To Secretary of War
HighwasseeGarrison ,
9 March 1810
Several families have intrudedagain on Indian lands. Some have been said to be
determined to hold their ground. . . . A small detachment will marchonMonday next to
remove them. I shall gowith them and I donot expect much difficulty. . . . ReturnJ.
Meigs.

Feb 10, 1813Namesof intruders on Cherokee lands in Sequichee (Sequatchie)Valley
and in the vicinity. DavidMcGee,Mr. Hogan,Wm. Farmer,Mr. Farmer,Mr. Penn,
James Haney,Andrew McWilliams, LewisAllen, SolomonKnight. Mr. Hall,Richard
Hudson.Joel Wheeler, Mr.Allison. John Hanev.Anthonv Sheets.

The Bureauof IndianAffairs records contain manymore examples of
how intruders in the CherokeeNation were dealt with before the
Cherokees signedthe Treaty of1819. SinceAgentMeigs usedmilitary
force when necessary to remove those without passports, there were very
few whites who actually livedin the area that becameJackson County
unti l the Springof1819.

The Cherokee Convention, concluded in Washington, D. C., February 27, 1819,ceded to
the United States lands lyingwithin the Tenitory of Alabama and the States of
Tennessee, Georgia, andNorthCarolina. This treaty was ratifiedby the US Senate on
March 3, 1819,andproclaimedby the President onMarch 10, 1819. Almost immediately
a stream of white settlers who lived in Middle Tennessee (especially FranklinandWarren
Counties) poured intowhat would bebecome Jackson County. (JacksonCounty was
created on December 13, 1819,one day beforeAlabama was admitted to the Union.)

The TERRITORIAL PAPERSOFTHE United. States, VOLUMEXVIII, The Territory
of Alabama, pages 613-616, (compiledand edited by Clarence EdwinCarter) contains a
Memorial of the inhabitants residing in the Cherokee Country relative to the late order for
their removal" and "2nd PetitionTo the Honorable the Secretary at War. The
following Memorialwas signed between lateMayand July 1819and is adirect quote
from page 613:
“ To the Honorable the Secretary atWar, Your petitioners viewing the calamitous
situation in whichmany of our citizens are placed, owing to anorder recently described
by the agent for Indianaffairs of the CherokeeNationordering all intruders on
their lands to remove by the first day of July 1819.
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Your petitioners believing that the same indulgencewould beextended to them ashas
been the constant practice to others in similar circumstances, inducedthem to settle on
the lands lately ceded to the United States by the Cherokees on the north side of
Tennessee River nor did the order ever appear until late in the monthof May of this year,
leavinga removal of the citizens impracticable if not impossible. Your petitioners are
poor but industrious farmers and to deprive them of their hardearnings in the wilderness
and thus destroy their labor,where will your petitioners apply for bread for their starving
families; this order enforcedwill involve at least ONE THOUSAND families in total
ruins, norwill the evil end here. Your petitioners must subsist somewhere & thus become
unwelcome guests to the frontier counties to buy alittle support for their starving
children. The Indiansare not desirous of having the intruders driven from this landNorth
of Tennessee (River). those being few in numbers.& most of which have taken
reservations andare good neighbors, your petitioners therefore knowing the lenity of their
government andbelieving they will take our case into considerationwill ever pray: “

There were 237 signatures on this Memorial. A large number of these menwere among
the first to purchase land in Jackson County when government landwas first offered for
sale in this county in June 1830. A sampling of names found in the first landplat books
and the 1830Jackson County, Alabama census include ( but are not limited to) menwho
were among the first settlers of King’s Cove, DoranCove, Bolivar,BigCoon, and Crow
Creek Valley:
MetheldredBass, IshamBurks Absolem Forbush/Forbes Lewis Cargile
Daniel Cameron John Looney Benjamin,Charles, and Thomas Corbitt
RobertMorris William Thornton William, Richard, and Joshua Jenkins
Patrick Byrd Thomas Williams John Matthews J.Hardwick
RichardFarris John Johnson WilsonAllen Oliver Charles
James Rutherford Peter Blancett JohnMaxwell Thomas Boas
Joshua Townsend IsraelBlagg Joseph and Thomas Frost R. B. Clayton
William Hutton JohnHutton Joshua Townsend RobertParker
Enagey Price* KinchenPrice James Gilliland WilliamDawson
EdwinPrice John Price Henry and James Lollar Joel Wimberly

Several of the above men includingEnagey Price* (who was the son of Anger Price, Sr.
who died in Warren Co, TN in 1829), KinchenPrice,Oliver Charles, Peter Blancett, and
Absolem Forbush/Forbes were on the 1812Warren County, TN Tax List. In the early
18205many other men who are found on the 1812Warren County Tax List and the 1820
Warren County, TN census followed these 1819Memorialists to Jackson County, AL.

NOTE: In 1821,John Benge sold his reservationto WmDawsonand James Gilliland .
When James Gilliland’s estate was settled in 1824,JohnBengewas paid afinal payment
of $775.00. SOURCE: Jackson County ProbateRecords 1820-1830,page 60. John
Bengewas also paid $17.50, per page 59of same record. Basedon the notes collected
by the estate administrator, it appears that James Gillilandmay have sold part of the
reservationtract to Lemuel GilliamandMeredithPrice. (JacksonCo, AL Probate
Records 1820-1830,p. 62) 5



Under the Cherokee Treaty of 1817, there were 156 heads of Cherokee families who
enlisted for reservations consisting of 640 acres. These reservationswere given as
life estates and could no t be sold by the reservee. The Treaty specified that if the
reservee abandoned his reservation, the land reverted to the government.
Dissatisfactionwith certain provisions of the 1817Treaty led to a new treaty on
February 27, 1819. The 1819Treaty providedfor Cherokee families deemed able
to handle their own affairs. and 39 persons received reservations in fee simple. The
fee simple reservations could be sold by the reservee. There were eight reservations
granted in fee simple in what was then Jackson County,Alabama. These reservees
included John Benge,John Baldridge,Thomas Wilson, Richard Riley James Riley,
Margaret Morgan,George Harlan,and EdwardGunter. (These 8 Reservations
were surveyed in 1820.)
Alabama never asserted any rights against any of the reservations, and most of them
fell into the hands of white individuals, in some cases by purchase, neither party
realizing the inability of the Cherokee reservee to sell his life estate reservation.
Since government landwas not offered for sale in Jackson County,Alabama, unti l
June 1830,several enterprisingwhite settlers found away to either purchase or
force the Cherokee reservee from his reservation asearly as1819and 1820.
James Doran signed an agreement with John Wood. William D. Gaines signed a
similar agreement with Thomas Jones. William J. Price gained control of the
reservations granted to William Jones. William Dawson and James Gilliland
purchased John Benge’s reservation (one of eight granted in fee simple, sothis sale
was legitimate.) The land in these four reservations soon became known asKing’s
Cove,Doran’sCove,Rocky Springs, and (old) Bolivar.

WHO WEREWILL IAMD.GA INES,JAMES DORAN,WILLIAMJ .PRICE,WILLIAM
DAWSON, JAMES GILLILAND,and DR. LEMUEL GILLIAM?

WHERE DID THEY LIVEBEFORE 1819?
WILLIAMDABNEYGAINES and KING’S COVE:

William D. Gaines (1774 - 1858)marriedNancy Cloud onJanuary 1, 1797, in Stokes
County,NC. By the time of the 1810Federal census, they werelivingjust across the
state line in Patrick County, Virginia. Events in 1811changed their lives forever.
Wm. D. Gaines’ father died on January 30, 1811,and his mother died less than a
week later. Their deaths leftWm. D. Gaines a muchwealthier man, and about 1812
he moved his family to East Tennessee near his UncleJames Gaines. (Wm.D.
Gaines served on a PatrickCo,VA jury in February 1812.) By 1818,W. D..Gaines
was living in RoaneCounty, TN,where his oldest daughter, Frances (Fanny)
Gaines,marriedWilliam M. Kingon June 20, 1818. Kingfamily records reveal the
newly weds moved to Alabama with her parents shortly after their marriage.
The 1819 census of the Alabama Territory shows that Wm D. Gaines lived in
Madison County,Alabama, in 1819. THE ALABAMA REPPUBLICANdated
January 9, 1819,gave a list of letters remaining in the Huntsville,AL PostOffice.
Included in this list was a letter for William D. Gaines.
SOURCE: TERRITORIAL PAPERSof THE UNITEDSTATES, VolumeXVIII , ALABAJMA
TERRITORY, compiledbyClarenceE. Carter,page 518.
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In 1820,William D. Gaines purchased the Thomas Jones reservation in Jackson County,AL. per
GRASSROOTSOF AMERICA: A Computerized index to the American State Papers, LandGrants
and Claims 1789-1837,Volume 6 (1828-1834 - Public Lands), page 333.:
“The sale from Jones and his wife and children to Wm. D.Gaines appearing by their deed, Mrs.
Jones’ acknowledgment separate and apart from her husband,according to the laws of Alabama.
The consideration paid by Gaines to Jones was, according to the proof, about $300.00, besides
binding himself to maintain and support Jones during his natural life time. The proof further shows,
in substance, that Gaines took Jones to live with himasamember of his family until he (Jones)went
on a visit to his friends and relations in the southern part of Alabama,where hewas taken sick and
died.
William M. King, purchased about 500 acres of this tract and built a good dwelling house, outhouses,
and a tanyard”.
NOTE: Jackson County DeedBookD, pages 21 and 22, record the sale from Wm. D. Gaines to
William M. King in 1830. The amount of consideration stated in the deed is $1,000.00.
William M. Kingwas born November 14, 1800, in Kingston,Tennessee, married FrancesGaines on
June 20, 1818, in RoaneCounty, TN, and served asa Lieutenant in the Alabama Militia in Jackson
County’s FirstRegimentasearly asJuly 1820. William M. Kingserved asaJustice of the Peace
from the early 1830sand served in the Alabama Houseof Representatives 1835-1838.
William M. Kingwas an elder at Antioch Church at RockySprings, according to 1827 church
records. He operated a general store in old Bolivar until 1853when hemoved to Missouri where he
founded the town of Kingsville.
One might say that, in addition to his time spent in the Alabama Legislature,William M. King’s one
lastingcontribution to Jackson County, Alabama, was in the namingof King’s Cove.
NOTE: For a more detailed history of Wm. D. Gaines andWm. M. King,see the JACKSON
COUNTY CHRONICES,Volume 10,No.3, dated July 1998, for in-depth articles researched,
documented, and written by Ann B. Chambless in 1998.

1846Albama Map



JOHNWOOD, aCherokee. and JAMES DORANof DORAN’SCOVE
In May 1814JAMES DORAN lived in Franklin County, Tennessee, He and 48
other men signed a letter to Cherokee IndianAgent ReturnJ. Meigs dated May 7,
1814,State of Tennessee, FranklinCounty, that began:
“Sir,we the citizenry of FranklinCounty beg leave to represent that lately a band of
Thieves has been discoveredwho when at their respective places of residence are
found to be Interspers’d among the Peopleof Franklin,Warren, andMadison
M.T. ” (M.T.was MadisonTerritory that becameMadisonCounty,Alabama)
When John Wood, a Cherokee, received his reservationNo.34 on July 10, 1817, in
Boxes Cove (name later changed to Doran’s Cove), he had already entered into an
agreement to deed the 640 acres to James Doran. The agreement was signed by
James Doran and by the “mark” of JohnWood. It was witnessed by Thomas
Russell, Sr. and Thomas J. Russell. The 640 acre reservewas surveyed on January
18, 1819,but this original document handed down from owner to owner of the
James Doran property was not signed. This document states the survey was made
“agreeable to his permit from the agent’s office dated January 18, 1818.”
NOTE: This shows that the surveyor had to have a permit to work in the Cherokee
Nation in January 1818.
Another interestingPERMITsignedby WmSmith,ActingAssistant
Agent, datedJanuary 8, 1818,at the CherokeeAgency, reads asfollows:
“Captain John Wood, a Cherokee, who hath registeredto remain andis entitledto a
reservation on the Eastside of theMississippi in Boxes Cove is hereby authorizedand
permittedto hire andemploy JamesDoran,James Jenkins, ThomasRussell,David
McDaniel, andJohn Lane to work on hissaidreservation. Given undermy handthis
date above. WilliamSmith,ActingAst. Agent” Were they clearing land???
The official RobertArmstrong survey dated Dec 1,1820,shows that James Doran
and Aaron Armstrongwerethe chain carriers for the 1820survey.
Most likely James Doran began buildinga house on this tract around the same time
the Wood reservationwas first surveyed in 1819. When James Doran sold his
former home site in Franklin County, TN, in January 1821,hesigned as“James
Doran of Jackson County,Alabama”.
The original front of the Doran housewas made of logswith a rock chimney on
either side of the house. The back portionwas made of native limestone rock and
likely served asthe first kitchen and smoke house. There are “ X ” designed openings
at the top of the back side in the stone section that would have allowed smoke to
escape. This design is very similar to the stone kitchen in the house built by General
James Winchester east of Nashville,TN, in the early 1800s.
NOTE: When your author toured GeneralWinchester’s house in the late 1970s,she
was told the “ X ” shaped openings allowed the smoke to escape from that room.
John Wood’s tract was granted asa life estate; therefore, hecould not legally sell i t .
In December 1822,JohnWood petitioned the US .Congress for location of his
reservation and requested that “he may be permitted to purchasethe same at the
minimumprice.” However, this request was not acted upon by the House.
SOURCE: JOURNAL OF THE US. HOUSEOF REPRESENTATIVES, Dec3, I 822,p. 83
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In their June 16, 1817 “article of agreement” James Doran stated hewould give
“Capt.Wood ascompensation for said land a sufficient maintenance treating him
during his life in the same friendly manner ashehas heretofore done since he
(Wood) has livedwith him.” No monetary considerationwas mentioned.
James Doran is buried in Doran’s Cove Cemetery. The inscription onhis marker
reads: Major James Doran died October 28, 1840 in the 76th year of his age.
After the Cherokee Treaty of 1828,many of the Cherokees (still living in this area)
voluntarily enrolled asemigrants under the Treaty of 1828. On December2, 1829,
WilliamWood, JohnWood, Charles Wood, PeggyWilkison & family, and _OL_D
MR.WOOD (who then resided in the Nickajack,Alabama area) voluntarily
enrolled to move to Arkansas. (SOURCE: CHEROKEEEMIGRATIONROLLS
1817-1835 transcribed and published by Jack D. Baker)
Most likely OLDMR.WOODwas Captain JohnWood who gave his reservation to
James Doran in 1817. It is highly likely that Captain JohnWood died in Arkansas
shortly after 1830. This theory is substantiated by a deed recorded in Jackson
County,Alabama DeedBookD, pages 268-269. On Apr i l 21, 1832,Charles Wood
“ o f the Cherokee Nation of Indians of Arkansas” attempted to convey the John
Wood reservation to Joseph Elliott. The land description in this deed is the exact
same description of the 640 acres in the Wood reservation owned by James Doran.
Although Elliott never took possession of the Doran tract, the deed does show that
Charles Woodwas an heir of JohnWood who must have died shortly before this
deed was made.
THOMAS RUSSELL WILLIAMRUSSELL and JAMES RUSSELL lived in
Franklin County, TN in 1812 and 1814 (SOURCE: 1812 Franklin County, TN Tax
List. and 1814Letter to R. J. Meigs.) These Russellmen followed their Franklin
County, TN neighbor, James Doran, to Alabama after Doran settled on the Wood
reservation. Thomas Russell,Sr. (James Doran’s brother-in-law)was one of the
men permitted to help James Doran and JohnWoodwork on theWood reservation
per the 1818work permit cited on page 8. James Dorandeeded land in the
reservation tract to two members of the Russell family and to William Jenkins
(Thomas Russell,Sr.’s brother-in-law). William Jenkins soon built a house almost
identical to the floor plan of James Doran’s house. Thomas Russell,Sr. is buried
next to James Doran in the Doran’s Cove Cemetery.
WILLIAMJONES.WILLIAMJ.PRICE,and ROCKYSPRINGS
William James Price (1793-1868)was the son of Richardand Lucy (Estill)Price,Sr.,
and they were both enumerated on the 1810RussellCounty, VA Tax List. They had
moved to Warren County, TN in time to appear on the 1812Warren County, TN
Tax List.
William Jones, head of a Cherokee family, was granted a 640-acre reservation for
life in 1817 and (unlawfully) sold it toWilliam James Price in 1819.PattyWoodall
shared the following information taken from the Bureau of IndianAffairs Record
Group 75, entry 229, ReservationClaims 1837-1839,Claim of William Jones No.
1214: In 1831,RichardPrice (Sr.) made a deposition stating
the following: “ I n 1819RichardPricewas present at a trade betweenWilliam J.
Price and aMr. Clark for an improvement known astheWilliam Jones 9



reservationwhich had been left in the possession of Mr. Clark while \«
Jones was on a visit to the southern part of the State. Shortly after the
trade took place,William Jones returned and demanded possession of
his reservation but could not obtain possession of it from William J.
Price. William Jones attempted to build a cabin on another part of the
reservation which was unimproved land but was prevented from doing
so. But in 1824William J. Price leased the reservation from William
Jones payingJones a consideration for the same and took possession
under him for a limited time or during Jones’ natural life. Richard
Price further stated thatWilliam Jones was living in the State of
Alabama.”
The Journal of the U. S.House of Representatives,December 24, 1830,
page 100, records a petition made byWilliam J. Price stating that “he
had purchased a certain William Jones’ tract of land reserved to him by
a treaty between the U.S.and the Cherokee Indians,and that said Jones
removedfrom said land,whereby the said land became forfeited to the
United States; and praying that the right of pre-emption in the purchase
of said land may be granted to him and his assignees,Robert
McFarland andAlexander H. Price.This request was sent to the
Committee on Public Lands and no action was taken in 1830.

On December30, 1844,William J. Price again petitioned Congress for
title to the Jones reservation. (Reference: Journal of the U.S.House of
Representatives,December 30 1844,page 144.)
This petition was passed from the 29th Congress to the 30th and 31St
Congress Second Session before it was finally passed on March 3, 1853.
(Reference: Journal of the U.S.House of Representatives,March 3,
1853,p. 765)
IT TOOKWILLIAMJ.PRICE34years toobtain a clear title to this
reservation tract. In the meantime,Wm. J. Pricewas the original
patentee of 317 acres of public land that adjoined theWilliam Jones
reservation on its east, north, and west sides.
William James PricemarriedMalinda Gaines (1797-1868),daughter of
William D. Gaines. As stated on page 7,Wm.D. Gaines moved his
family from Tennessee to Alabama in 1819and located in Jackson
County after Gaines purchased the Thomas Jones reservationwhich
was nor th of the William Jones reservation secured by Wm. J. Price in
1819. Most likelyWm. J. PricemarriedMalinda Gaines in 1820or x,
1821,as their daughter, Sarahwas born in 1822. 10



The 1840Jackson County census listsWilliam J. Price and hiswife asage 40-50. He
was born in 1793,sohewas 47. Shewas born in 1797,soshewas 43.) There are no
children shown in their household in 1840. However, in the 1850 census there is a
Malinda Price,age 16, livingwith Wm. J. and Malinda Price. WHOWAS this
Malinda,age 16? The 1850 Jackson County farm census shows Wm.J. Price owned
650 acres of land (250 acres improved and 400 acres unimproved) valued at
$2,000.00 with livestock valued at $1710.00.
Various U.S. Post Office records show that William J Pricewas postmaster at Rocky
Springs on February 26, 1839,and in 1845, 1851,and 1855.
William J. and Malinda Pricemade a deed to the Antioch congregation for the
Rocky Springs Church and Cemetery in February 1860 per Jackson County,AL
DeedBook 79, pages 8 and 9. After their death,William James Hughes
(administrator of W. J. Price’s estate) discovered that Malinda had not signed the
deed; therefore,W. J. and Sarah Hughes made another deed to Rocky Springs
Church for the same acreage in 1870.
William James Price’s parents were Richard and Lucy (Estill) Price,Sr. In a
deposition in support of his brother Anjer Price’s application for aRevolutionary
War pension,Richard Price, Sr. stated that he and Anjer both married the same
day - Apr i l 10, 1783, in Shenandoah County, Virginia.
RichardPrice,Sr. and his brothers Anjer and DanielPrice are on the 1810Russell
County,VA Tax List. RichardPrice,Sr. andhis brother ReubenRyanPrice;
Meredith Price; Elisha Price; RichardPrice,Jr.; Drury andMary called Polly
(Price)Wood; and Nicholas Hughes are on the 1812Warren County, TN Tax List.
Anjer Price had followed them to Warren County, TN by 1818.

RichardPrice,Wm. J. Price,and ReubenR. Price bought goods at the estate sale of
James Gilliland in 1824. MeredithPrice is also mentioned in this document
(Jackson County, AL ProbateRecords, 1826-1830,pages 42, 43, 44, 60, and 62)

Anjer Price (son of ReubenRyanPrice) died in Jackson County,AL, in 1826.
Nancy Price,Administratrix (hiswidow) swore to the inventory of Anjer’s estate on
March 17, 1826 (JacksonCounty, AL ProbateRecords 1826-1830,page 68)

Jane Price, the Administratrix of the estate of Francis Price (his widow) swore to the
inventory of Francis’ estate onNovember 10, 1821(Jackson County,AL Probate
Records 1820-1830,page 19.) Francis Price is thought to beanother brother of
RichardPrice,Sr. Could this Francis Price have been the father of John Arlington
Pricewho sold the land to John F. Anderson in 1850 that is the heart of Stevenson??

In 1830,RichardPrice,Sr. (age 70-80)was livingwith his son John E. Price in
Jackson Co, AL. At the time of the 1840 census,RichardPrice,Sr. was livingwith
his son RichardPrice,Jr. in HamiltonCo,TN. At the time of the 1850 census
RichardPrice,Sr. (age 93) was livingwith his son,William J. Price. Price family
researchers think RichardPrice,Sr. died ca. 1853. If he was still livingwith Wm. J.
Price at the time of his death,was heburied in Rocky Springs Cemetery? 11



HARDY DOYAL andDOYAL’SMILL. forerunner of BOLIVAR *V
1779 Born in Virginia
1802 MarriedMary Har t in Virginia
1807 MarriedElizabeth S.(Betsey) Lamkin in Columbia Co,GA

1817 Moved to Stone Fort - then in FranklinCo,TN
1819 PetitionedTennessee Legislature for divorce from Betsey Lamkin
Doyal in Franklin Co, TN. Divorce granted in 1819by State of TN.

1820 Moved to Jackson County,AL; built Doyal’s Mi l l
1821 Doyal’s Mi l lwas one of four voting precincts in Jackson County

1824 Hardy Doyal and George Caperton petitioned U.S.Congress for right
of pre-emption to purchase lands onwhich they had erected mills. Petition referred
to Public Lands Committee on Feb 9, 1824. Laid on table onApr 23, 1824

1825 Doyal’s M i l l P. O. was established and Hardy Doyalwas postmaster

1826 Appointed Justice of Peace and re-appointed JP in 1829

1830 On Sept 23, 1830,Hardy Doyal purchased 79.80 acres in the West half
of the Northwest quarter of Section 33, Township 1,Range8 East,Certificate 3040.
This acreage joined the north side of the John BengeReservation (The old stage
road now County Road 75 ran across one corner of this property.) His neighbors in
Section 33were Alexander Gilliland, RobertW. Gilliland, andWilliam Dawson.

1830 March 8, 1830 (21St U.S.Congress, Session I) p. 376,Hardy Doyalmade claim
out of transactions in SeminoleWar. Hardy Doyal petitioned again to 21St U.S.
Congress, Session I I ,page 291and page 570.

1830 1830Jackson County, AL census:
1male under 5: EdwardClark Doyal 2 females under 5
1male 5-10: Joseph Calloway Doyal 1 female 5-10
1male 40-50: Hardy Doyal 1 female 20-30
EdwardC. Doyal purchased 40 acres in Section 3, T4, R9Eon Sep 8, 1854

1833 Doyal’s M i l l P. 0. name changed to BOLIVAR.LemuelGilliam postmaster.

1834 December30, 1834 edition of the HUNTSVILLEDEMOCRAT
carried notice summoning the Administrator of Hardy Doyal’sestate to court

1840 1840Jackson County, AL census for Nancy Doyal
1male under 5 2 females 15-20
1male 10-15 male 2 female 20-30 kv
2 males 30-30 1 female 50-60 12



TIMELINE FOR DR. LEMUEL GILLIAM: EARLY SETTLEROFOLD BOLIVAR
1790-1791 Dr. LemuelGilliamborn in NorthCarolina

1806 LemuelGilliam’s family lived in Tennessee . John Gilliamwas on 1804Wilson
Co, TN Tax List. (A John Gilliam signed August 26, 1806Petition to form Warren County, TN)
1806 John Gilliam (Lemuel’s father) went to FranklinCo, TN, and “put his initials on
a tree” and directed John, Jr. andhis DeLoach son-in-law to buildhimacabin on landhechose.

1806 On April 10, LemuelGilliam came with anegro of his father’s and lived that
summer with his brother John in cabin andmade corn crop there.

1807 On3rd day of August, John Gilliam, Sr. made his occupant claim of 200 acres in
FranklinCo, TN, andmoved to the cabin his son John, Jr. hadbuilt and “enjoyed the benefit of the crop
made by his son Lemuel” at that place. (Reports of cases arguedandadjudgedin the Supreme Court of errors and
appeals of Tennessee John Haywoodin one volume, p. 136,publishedby MelvilleM. Bigelow of the MemphisBar)

1807-1811 Lemuel receivedacademic education and studiedmedicine. WHERE????

1812 LemuelGilliam on 1812Warren Co, TN Tax List

1812-1813 Memberof debate society inMcMinnville, TN and practicedmedicine in
McMinnville, TN area. (18405Memoir of Samuel H. Laughlinof Warren andRutherfordCounties, TN)

1820 Enumeratedon 1820Warren Co, TN census and signed apetition to
build ajail in McMinnville,TN (Tennessee Department of Archives & History records)

1822 Lemuel’s brother , Thomas Gilliam, appointed Lemuel asExecutor of his Last
Will and Testament (Franklin County, TN Will Book 1,page 48)

1824 Lemuel Gilliamwas living in Doyal’sMill,Alabama, ashepurchased two items
atestate sale of James Gilliland: aNegrogirl Mary for $300.00 and astand of curtains for $10.375.
Lemuel Gilliamwas estate administrator of James Gilliland, deceased. LemuelGilliamwas court
appointedguardian of William and Jefferson Gilllilandper Jackson County Orphans Court (Probate)
Records. 1820-1830,pages 42‐44 andpages 59-64.

1824 Dr. LemuelGilliammarried circa 1824. Hiswife was SarahDawson,daughter
of William and Judah /Judith Dawsonwho purchasedpart of John Benge’s Reservation in 1821. William
Dawson signed the 1819Memorial and livedatDoyal’s Mill/Bolivar. NOTE: Wm. Dawsonowned213.33
acres “on the headof Benge Creek”. This tract sold by John Benge to WmDawson . Dawsonheirs sold it
to David& John Caulfield, June 13, 1839 (JacksonCoDeed Book A, p. 136). Al l parties lived in Bolivar.

1825 Lemuel’s father, John Gilliam, appointed Lemuel andJacob Tumery as
Executors of his Last Will and Testament (FranklinCo, TN Will Book 1,pages 58 and 59)

1826 Appointed by Alabama Legislature asone of 5commissioners to lay offatown, surveying
and selling lots at the permanent seat of justice for the County of Jackson and “cause the public buildings
for said county to beerected and caused to be laidout apublic square of such dimensions asthey may deem
proper.” The commissioners were also to receive proposals for buildingaCourt House and Jail (in
Bellefonte). (Act of the Alabama Legislature approved January 7, 1826)

1830 Dr. LemuelGilliamwas postmaster at Doyal’s Mill 1830 - 1841

1830 Dr. Lemuel Gillam andDavidCaulfieldwere administrators of the estate of
James Preston and certified the inventory of Preston’s estate onJanuary 30, 1830 (JacksonCounty Probate
Court Records, 1820-1830,page 161) 13



1830 LemuelGilliam lived2 houses fi'om Hardy Doyal
' per 1830Jackson County, AL census for LemuelGilliam:

1male 5-10 '
2 males 20-30
1male 30-40 (Lemuelwas 39 or 40)
1male 40-50
2 females 15-20
1female 30-40 (Sarah DawsonGilliamwho was 34)

1833 Most likely it was Dr. Lemuel Gilliamwho changed the name of Doyal’s Mill
Post Office to Bolivar Post Office (Dr. Gilliamwas known to beawell-readman and is likely to have
known of Simon Bolivar, hero of Venezuela, and Bolivar’s death in 1830.)

1835 Dr. LemuelGilliampurchased the West halfof the Northwest quarter of
fractional Section 32, Township 1,Range 8Ein Jackson Co,AL., fromAlexander Gilliland of LincolnCo,
TN. Consideration: $300.00. Deedwitnesses were DavidCaulfield and (Dr.)HughPoguewho lived in
Bolivar.

1839 LEMUEL GILLIAM, DavidCaulfield, and Francis Young were appointed by
the Jackson County Orphans Court ascommissioners to sell some real estate ownedby the late William
Dawson. These 3 commissioners sold the property at public auction on June 18, 1839, to Thomas Scruggs
who was the highest bidder. (JacksonCounty, AL DeedBookA, pages 475-576)

1840 LemuelGilliam lived2 houses from Dr. HughPoguewho was the Surgeon in
Caulfield’s Company in Florida IndianWar. LemuelGilliam livednext door to John F. Cowan and4
houses fromGeorge F. Overdeer (knownto beamerchant in old Bolivar) and 6 houses from John Gilliam
who was age 20-30 in 1840.

1840census for LemuelGilliam:
1male 15-20
3males 20-30
1male 30-40
1male40-50 (Lemuel was 49 or 50)
1male 50-60
1female 40-50 (Sarah DawsonGilliamwas 44)

1850 and 1860 LemuelGilliamwas enumerated in 1850MarionCo TN census and livednear
William D. Gaines, James and Paulina (Gaines)Russell, andArthur and Lemuel Long. William Gilliam,
age 25, and his wife Mary, age 19,and IsharnH. Gilliam, age 33, livednear Dr. LemuelGilliam. In 1850 ,
Lemuel was 59, bornNC, Sarah was 54, bornNC. Livingwith them: Pleasant,age 22, Mary, age 15,and
Lemuel, age 10. In the 1860MarionCo, TN Census LemuelGilliam’s occupation was Doctor. Only he
and his wife Sarah appeared in his household in 1860.
In the 18605,MatthewPowers Blue of Montgomery,Alabama, wrote abrief history of Jackson County,
AL, and a copy of his handwritten , unpublishedmanuscript was obtained by the writer from the Alabama
Department of Archives andHistory. Mr. Blue stated: “Dr. LemuelGilliam, anintelligent and successful
physican, was anearly settler at Bolivar. Hewas anhonest man of strong and impulsive feelings. To
disparage General (Andrew) Jackson or Democracy in his presence was arather delicate matter.”
Mr. Blue’s description of Bolivar: “Crow Creek empties into the Tennessee River4 miles below Bolivar.
Bolivar is in the upper part of the county 16miles north of Bellefonte. It was at one time aflourishing
village but at present contains only a few inhabitants. It is declining in the shade of Stevenson, two miles
distant from Bolivar.” NOTE 1: The writer suspects these were approximate distances.
NOTE2: Your author and PattyWoodall agree the oldest section of old Bolivarwas located in the north
halfof the Benge Reservation. 18405 and 18505vintage maps show Bolivar was locatedon the only road
(at that time) leading from Jasper, Tennessee, to Bellefonte,Alabama, betweenWidow’s Creek andCrow
Creek. A Civil War map places Bolivar on the same roadavery short distance north of Stevenson,
Alabama. 14


