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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION WILL MEET

SUNDAY, January 22, 2006, 2:00 p m , in the meeting room of the

Scottsboro Public Library, I002 S.Broad Street, Scottsboro, Alabama.
The meeting will be co-hosted by the library staff and trustees.

Program Vice PresidentJen Stewart is pleased to announce Dr. Ronald H. Dykes
will discuss his latest book, FIGHTING THEJUST WAR: MILITARY EXPERI‑
ENCES OF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, RESIDENTS IN WORLD WAR II.
The veterans interviewed and their families will be special guests. You may read
more about Dr. Dykes’ third book on page 2 of THE CHRONICLES.
DUES FOR 2006 are now due and payable asfollows: ' '
Annual Dues (except senior citizens) - $20.00
Annual Dues for members over 65 years of age - $ |5.00
Life Membership - $|50.00
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2006 J C H A OFFICERS
President - Donna Haisl ip
Program V-President - J e n Stewart
Membership VPres. - J u d y Weaver
Secretary - Barbara Jacobs
Treasurer - Bob Crossley
Directors - John Graham

C l y d e Broadway
Ke l l y Goodowens
A n n B. Chambless

BEULAH CHAMBLESS
SHELTON MEMORIAL

JCHA member Sandra
Shelton Burney of
Douglasvllle, Georgla, h a s
g i f ted t h e JCHA w i t h $250.00
in memoryof h e r mother,
Beulah Chambless Shelton,
who was a charter member
a n d act ive supporter of t h e
JCHA.

FIGHTING THE JUST WAR:
MILITARY EXPERIENCES OF
JACKSON COUNTY, ALBAMA,
RESIDENTS IN WORLD WAR II
The cover of Ronald H. Dykes ’ th i rd
b o o k states:
“The legacy of Wor ld W a r I I g r o w s
dimmer w i t h e a c h p a s s i n g y e a r.
I t s impor tance in p rese rv ing t h e
democracya n d institutions of o u r
country seems to be largely
unknown or forgotten by many
citizens. Furthermore, t h e
veterans’ memor ies of t he i r w a r
e x p e r i e n c e s a r e be ing inextricably
los t by t h e hundreds every d a y. ”
Dr. Dykes d i d in-depth interviews
w i t h a number o f World War I I

veterans in Jackson County,
Alabama, el ic i t ing t h e i r
remembrances of o f t e n harrowing
m o n t h s a n d y e a r s of encounters
w i t h t h e enemy. D y k e s considers
these men to be heroes of t h e
highest  order.
T h e fourteen Jackson County
heroes included in Dykes’ book are :
Charles Bynum (Torpedo Bomber
Gunner); Charles Hel ton (Jungle
Warfare/Philippine Liberation;
John Nee ly ( Invasion of Okinawa);
J immie Tanner ( B a t t l e o f I w o J ima) ;
Mark S c o t t Ske l ton (Jung le
Warfare/Philippine Liberation); J a c k
L iv ingston (Radar O p e r a t o r on LST);
Wal ter Watson (Merr i l l ’s Marauders
in Burma); 0. G. Machen (USS
Missouri); Charles Bradford (Ba t t l e
of t h e Bulge/POW); Houston
Kennamer (Normandy
Invasion/France); Walter Proctor
(Belgium, Germany/Concentration
Camp Liberation); Elvin Kennamer
(Belg ium a n d Germany);
“Bar to ” McKenzie (Normandy
Invasion/France a n d Germany);
Richard Patrick (Downed over
Germany/POW); George Foshee, J r .
(Chemica l Warfare/Italy); a n d Gene
Airheart ( “Los t Battalion”/France.)
Th is book is avai lab le at t h e
Scottsboro a n d Woodvil le l ibraries
a n d t h e Her i tage Cen te r f o r $24.95.
To o r d e r b y mai l , s e n d c h e c k i n t h e
amount o f $27.50 p a y a b l e t o t h e
JCHA. Mai l c h e c k to Dykes WW II
Book Account, JCHA, P.O. Box
1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768.
Ron Dykes w i l l be t h e program
s p e a k e r o n January 2 2 a t t h e
Scottsboro Publ ic Library. A f te r
t h e program, he w i l l be available to
autograph h is book f o r YOU. 2



Colonel Michael Shoemaker’s Civ i l War Memoir a n d STEVENSON, ALABAMA
Abstracted by Ann B. Chambless

Col. Michael Shoemakerof t h e Michigan Thirteenth began h i s Civi l War
m e m o i r by stat ing:
“The 20"I brigade, o f wh ich t h e 13"I reg imen t w a s a par t , commanded by Col.
Charles G. Harker, of t h e 3"l Division; Br ig. Gen. Thomas J o h n Wood, of t h e
Army of t h e Cumberland commanded by Maj . Gen. Don Carlos Buell, arr ived at
STEVENSON, ALABAMA, on Saturday, Ju l y 19, 1862, a n d w e n t in to camp on
t h e h i l l s i de eas t of a n d immediately ad jacen t to t h e town. ”
He continued:
“ I n o u r rear w a s a vacant house, o f wh ich I t o o k p o s s e s s i o n a n d m a d e i t t h e
headquarters of t h e fi e l d a n d s t a f f officers of t he r e g i m e n t . The o the r
r e g i m e n t s of t h e br igade were immediately n o r t h a n d w e s t of us . Picket l ines
were established a n d g u a r d s a n d sentinels p o s t e d in every direction f rom our
camp. The n i g h t a f t e r o u r arr ival w a s very unpleasant, ra in fa l l ing most of t h e
t ime.”
According to a le t te r wr i t ten to h i s w i f e on Sunday, Ju ly 20, 1862, Shoemaker
a n d h i s r e g i m e n t h a d r idden r a i l ca r s f r o m Decatur to Stevenson where t h e y
“engaged in bui lding stockades or fo r t (Fort Harker.)” More t h a n once he to ld
h i s w i f e t h a t Fred m u s t s e n d h i m a N e w York p a p e r a s o f t e n a s t w i c e a week,
as “ w e never g e t papers here unless sent directly to us . ”
In another le t ter he wrote: “This is a miserable country, t h e commencement
(or tai l ) of t he mountainous country of East Tennessee; but f e w farms a n d
l i t t le cultivation. The inhabitants have nearly a l l left , a n d it is very difficult to
g e t anything t o l i ve upon. We have n o butter o r pota toes o r v e g e t a b l e s o f any
kind. The troops have been on ha l f rations f o r some time, a n d it is h a r d
l iv ing . ”
On J u l y 24, he wro te to h i s w i f e : “Yesterday I w e n t in to town in my w h i t e h a t
a n d blouse, wi thout vest . While there I wen t in to an o l d tumble-down tavern,
more l i k e a barn than a house, had my ambrotype taken, a n d t h a t is t h e g i f t I
am today send ing by mail...... Major Culver a n d m y s e l f r o d e o u t to Bolivar, a
s m a l l v i l lage about f o u r m i l es east of Stevenson, where we dined w i t h Mr.
Beals, w h o was former ly cashier of a bank in t h e State of N e w York.”
On Ju ly 28, he wrote : “We a r e now, to m a k e up h a l f rations, col lect ing a n d
ki l l ing a l l t h e bee f cat t le , or ra ther a l l t h e ca t t l e of every kind, we c a n find,
a n d t h e y a r e hard to find . T h e farmers hide t h e m in t h e w o o d s a n d mountains,
a n d we have to go 8 a n d 10 mi les to fi n d as m a n y ca t t l e . Potatoes a r e w o r t h
t w o a n d three dol lars a bushel, onions fi f t y cents a dozen, m i l k fi f teen cents a
quart, and butter is n o t to be had.”
OnJuly 29, Shoemakers wrote:
“The fat igue p a r t i e s today c o m m e n c e d t o for t i fy t h e town b y t h e erect ion o f a
redoubt, b y building stockades o n t h e l ine o f t h e railroad f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f
the depot, a n d by protect ing a n d fortifying t h e depot buildings in such manner
as to m a k e t h e m c a p a b l e of r e s p e c t a b l e resistance.” 3



Colonel Michael Shoemaker’s Civ i l Wa r Memoir a n d Stevenson, AL (Continued)

Col. Shoemaker’s en t ry f o r August 1, 1862:
“I have today sent ou t another detachment to impress Negroes, mules, a n d
carts to wo r k on t h e for t . ” OnAugust 2, he sent ou t three more detachments
to impress Negroes, mules a n d car ts to w o r k in t h e entrenchments, “ a l l of
which were p r o c u r e d in sufficient numbersf o r p r e s e n t p u r p o s e s . ”

Col. Shoemaker‘s en t ry f o r Sunday, August 3, 1862:
“ I today received orders, w i t h ‘carte blanche’ f rom Colonel Harker, to bui ld
fo r t a n d stockades a n d ma k e s u c h defenses f o r t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f Stevenson a s
in my judgment I deemed best. Stevenson is at t h e j unc t i on of t h e Charleston
& Memphis and t h e Nashville and Chattanooga railroads, a n d was at th is t ime
made a depot f o r supp l i e s of t h e army, a n d a lso f o r t h e convalescent soldiers
from t h e direction of bo th Huntsville and Chattanooga. I n ow directed two
buildings, standing in wha t wou l d probably be a l i ne of fi r e if we were
attacked, to be torn down. I a lso had t h e passenger depo t a n d t h e p l a t f o rm of
t he f re igh t depo t barricaded, a n d I detailed three c om p a n i e s to occupy t he
depo t a n d p l a t f o r m dur ing n i gh t s . We have a la rge amount o f ra t ions a n d
a rmy stores, w i t h more arr iv ing, a n d f r om a l l directions.”
In a le t te r to h i s w i f e dated Augus t 7, 1862, Shoemaker wrote:
“Most of t h e inhabitants of t h e town an d country have l e f t t he i r homes, the i r
houses being unoccup ied in ou r arr ival here, bu t f r om the appearance o f these
deserted habitations I th ink it never was much of a town. We have torn down
pa r t o f i t , making room fo r ou r guns to have g o o d range . ”

He and h i s men oc cup i e d Fort Harker o n August 15, 1862. He wrote:
“On t h e 15‘”, I mo v ed my reg imen t in to t h e redoubt, o r f o r t a s we cal led i t ,
wh i ch we were building on t he h i l l s ou t h of Stevenson, p i t c hed my tent, a n d
took up my headquarters there.....still continued to w o r k at a n d have charge of
a l l t h e stockades a n d fortifications in t h e town a n d on i t s a p p r o a c h e s . ”

H is ent ry f o r August 16 included: _
“There was a steam sawm i l l c a p t u r e d f rom us b y t h e gue r r i l l a s l a s t n i g h t
wi th in ha l f a m i l e o f o u r p i c k e t l ine. I t w a s a sawm i l l u s ed by a detai l f r om
the Mechanics a n d Engineers to ge t ou t lumber f o r a pon toon br idge wh i ch
General Buel l p r o p o s e d to use in cross ing t h e Tennessee River. The engineer,
three soldiers, of t ha t reg iment , a n d four Negroes were taken a n d car r ied
away. We a re surrounded by rebels. The bushwhackers a n d gue r r i l l a s are a l l
a round us, a n d t h e Confederate army is above (on t h e river) east a n d sou th of
us . This w a r p r om i s e s to become a murderous one, a n d if t h e rebe ls keep up
the i r p r e s e n t system, the country w i l l be desolated wherever o u r a rmy goes .
Colonel Harker, w i t h the other reg iments o f h is brigade, l e f t ear ly in t he
morning o f Augus t 21, 1862, a n d I s a w no more o f them un t i l Sep tember 7 ,
when I re jo ined them in Nashville.” 4



Col . Michael Shoemaker’s C iv i l Wa r Memoir a n d Stevenson, AL Continued

A f te r Col . Michael Shoemaker w a s p l a c ed in c omman d of t h e Federal t roops
stat ioned in Stevenson in l a t e 1862, he wro te :

“General Don Carlos Buell, commande r of t h e Army 'of t h e Cumberland, came
in on t h e rai l road on 21 " (August) f r om Huntsville. There came a lso over
100 convalescent soldiers f rom t h e division of GeneralsCrittenden a n d
McCook to r ema i n he re in my charge to be taken ca re of a n d made useful
as f a r as poss ib l e . (NOTE: Dr. Mandeville was stat ioned at Stevenson to
assist in tak ing care of t h e s i c k and convalescent. The home of the la te
MaryAnna Rudder ls sa l d to have been usedas a fie l d hospltal.)

On t h e morn i ng of t h e 22"“ I v is i ted a n d inspected t h e en t i r e p i c k e t l ine
(wh i c h w a s seve r a l m i l es in extent a n d comple te ly surrounded Stevenson),
t h e redoubt, stockades, a n d a l l p o i n t s where detachments of troops we re
stationed, excep t some at rai lroad br idges wh i ch we r e ou t s i de t h e
Iines..........GeneraI Buel l e x p r e s s ed himsel f p leased a n d sa t i s fied w i t h my
disposit ions.......The necess i t y of preserv ing rai lroad communicat ion w i t h
Huntsville was part icular ly impressedupon me . He l e f t w i t h h is s t a f f on
t he 22"" by rai l road fo r Decherd (Tennessee.)”

OnAugus t 23, 1862, Col . Shoemaker received a te leg ram te l l ing h im to
“exped i te sh ipment o f stores f r om Stevenson in every po s s i b l e w a y and to
be ready to evacuate t h e p l a ce at a moment ’s no t i ce . ” He w a s t o l d to
destroy every th ing t h a t c ou l d no t be car r ied away.

He wro te in h is jou rna l : “ I had under my command at t h i s t ime over 1000
men, t he bat tery, and t he compan i es of t h e Mechanics a n d Engineers,
besides ove r 1000 convalescents, most of whom were unab le to do mi l i tary
du ty.

I had no knowledge of t h e movements of t he army of wh ich we formed a par t
except w h a t I ac tua l ly saw, and none whatever of t hose of t h e Confederate
a rmy o f General Bragg to wh ich we we re opposed . Th i s te leg ram wa s t h e
fi r s t intimation to me of w h a t p r o v e d to be t h e incursion of Gen. Bragg i n t o
Kentucky. ” Shoemakerw a s agha s t a t t h e though t o f destroying s u c h a
l a rge amount o f “s to res a n d supp l i e s ” w h i c h he had t h ough t Intended f o r
distr ibution to t h e forces in t h e fie l d . He obviously found it d i f fi cu l t to
fo l low t h e reasoning behind th i s o rde r received on s u c h sho r t n o t i c e wh i ch
wou ld resu l t in t h e destruction of wha t he and h is men had wo rked so
dil igently to create.

On Augus t 25, 1862, Shoemaker wrote to h i s w i fe : “They a r e a l l in confusion
here, a n d I fear i t w i l l be worse. I am wr i t i ng i n t h e depo t . The a rmy i s
retreat ing Huntsvil le and tha t l i ne is abandoned. We wan t good
generalship, or o u r l ives if g iven w i l l do no good b u t o n l y be a useless
sac r i fice to t h e cause. We ough t n o w to be ac t i n g on t h e offensive instead
of t he defensive. I hope the re w i l l soon be a change of po l i cy, if no t
commanders. ” S t rong wo rds f o r a Colonel, b u t t hey were very prophet ic .
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He offered fur ther comments on t h e situation: “ To d a y I c a u s e d wa te r to be
hauled in to t h e fo r t (Harker) so t h a t we m i g h t have a s u p p l y of wa te r in
case of emergency. During t h e d a y, t ra ins c a m e in f r o m Huntsv i l le a n d
p a s s e d d i rec t l y th rough t o w a r d Nashville...

With t h e m came J u d g e Lane, Gen. Rousseau, a n d a la rge n u m b e r of others
w h o w e r e ev iden t l y leav ing t h e count ry including mi l i ta ry officers, c iv i l ians
f r o m t h e l o y a l S ta tes c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e a r m y, l o y a l s o u t h e r n men, a n d
refugees f r o m t h e Confederate Sta tes .

This exodus taken in connec t i on w i t h t h e o rde rs I w a s rece i v i ng fo rced me
to conc lude t h a t our labor in t h e va l ley of t h e Tennesse a n d at Stevenson
w a s a l l to be no t o n l y worth less to o u r cause, b u t w a s to acc rue direct ly to
t h e benefit of t h e Confederates..all because t h e A r m y of t h e Cumberland
under Gen. Bue l l h a d s p e n t t h e summer repa i r i ng railroads, bui ld ing
bridges,a n d fortifications ins tead of mak ing a c t u a l w a r u p o n t h e e n e m y. ”

“ I n c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e te l eg raph i c o rde r o f Genera l Buel l , I sen t Cap t .
B a l c h a n d h i s Company G to a c t as escor t a n d g u a r d f o r t w o howi tzers
(sect ion of bat tery) f r o m Br idgepor t to Stevenson.” (NOTE: The t w o
howitzers w e r e p l a c e d in p o s i t i o n on t h e fort ifications ins ide t h e fort.)

“ O n t h e 27"I (August), f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e t h e enemy b e g a n to s h o w themselves
open ly in t h e v i c in i t y o f t h e fort , a n d t w o o f t h e gar r i son w e r e fi r e d u p o n by
a s q u a d o f m o u n t e d m e n w i t h i n t w o mi les o f t h e town. One company sen t
below Widow’s Creek b r i d g e f o r w o o d r e p o r t e d t h e ra i l road t r a c k torn u p . ”

Shoemaker wro te t h a t he w a s “ s o engaged on t h e p i c k e t l ines a n d w i t h
other dut ies” t h a t on t h e night of August 28"I he l a y d o w n wi thou t tak ing
h i s c lothes o f f . He fur ther s ta ted “ f r o m th i s t i m e u n t i l I ar r ived in Nashville,
TN, o n S e p t e m b e r 6 , m y clothes were never o n c e t a k e n off , a n d t h i s n o t a s
a mat te r o f choice, b u t o f necess i t y. ”

BURNING OF BOLIVAR
La te in t h e af ternoon of Augus t 29, 1862, Shoemaker a n d h i s m e n observed

(f rom t h e fo r t ) a heavy c l o u d o f s m o k e r i s i ng in t h e v i c i n i t y o f Bolivar, a n d
he l a t e r learned t h e s m o k e c a m e f r o m t h e burn ing of s e v e r a l houses in
Bol ivar. He s t a t e d : “These houses, fi v e or s i x of them, w e r e no d o u b t
burned b y s o m e m e n i n (my) s c o u t i n g p a r t y, a l t h o u g h t h e y a l l , s o f a r a s I
c o u l d ascertain, denied c o m m i t t i n g t h e ac t . If d o n e by them, ( i t ) w a s
against  my posi t ive order. ”

Shoemaker surmised t h a t soldiers under Capt . Chadwick’s’ c o m m a n d burned
t h e houses to avenge t h e i l l treatment of t w o of the i r comrades by m e n
l iv ing in t h e Bol ivar area.

On A u g u s t 30, Shoemaker began mov ing t h e p rov i s i ons a n d ammuni t ion o u t
of For t Harker, “preparatory f o r i t s abandonment.” He s t a t e d he sent a w a y
eve ry th ing o f va lue . A l l t h e baggage, commissa ry stores, s i c k a n d
convalescent sold iers remain ing at Stevenson w e r e loaded in r a i l ca r s
headed f o r Nashvi l le. There w e r e a number of p r i soners (part of w h o m
w e r e rega rded as mi l i tary a n d par t as civi l ians w h o h a d been arres ted fo r
“ac t ing as spies”) w h o were also sent to Nashville. 6



Col. Michael Shoemaker’s C iv i l War Memoir a nd Stevenson, AL Continued

CONFEDERATES ATTACK FORT HARKER
Shoemaker sent h i s Company I to scout t h e r oad between Stevenson a n d
Bridgeport. They came in contact w i t h a sma l l group of Confederate cava l r y
and exchanged fi re . The pu r su i t l e d t h e Federal soldiers t owa rd an even
larger body of Confederate soldiers. Shoemaker’s company retreated and
“were saved f rom captu re by t h e speed of the i r horses.”
In a shor t t ime, t h e Confederates app r oa ched t h e f o r t f r om t h e southwest
“plant ing the i r bat tery a n d displaying the i r forces in t h e cleared fie l d in t ha t
direct ion.” They o p e n e d fi r e w i t h the i r ar t i l le ry on both t h e f o r t a n d t h e town.
Shoemaker s ta ted:
“The commander of t h e Confederates d i d n o t b r i ng h i s fo rces w i t h i n range of
ou r muskets . They changed t he i r pos i t i on seve ra l t imes, a n d t he r e w a s at
intervals a g o o d dea l of confusion apparen t In t h e i r r anks . ” The art i l lery fi r i n g
was ac t i ve “ f rom 10 a.m. un t i l about 4 p .m. without any loss on ou r side,”
according to Shoemaker’s journal .
Hewrote: “There was no t one (o f my men) k i l led or wounded, no gun
dismounted, and o u r stockades and o the r fort ifications we r e n o t injured.
Some damage w a s done to severa l houses In Stevenson, b u t nobody w a s hur t .
I do no t know wha t loss t h e Confederates suffered.”
The afternoon t ra i n came in f r om Huntsville w i t h t h e Ten th Wisconsin Infantry,
and t h e mino r skirmish came to an abrup t end. Col . Shoemaker immediately
sen t a te leg ram to Br ig . Gen. Wm. S. Smi th “ te l l i ng h im tha t I had no doubt o f
my ab i l i t y to ho ld t h e p lace i f s u c h was t he w i sh of Gen. Buel l . ” The response
was to “wi thdraw in good order. ”
He wrote: “We we r e accompan i ed on ou r ma r ch f r om Stevenson by t h e en t i r e
Negro force wh i c h had been wo rk i ng f o r us on and abou t t h e fortifications, a nd
by a l l o thers w h o had come In to t h e town wh i l e occup ied by o u r forces. There
were among t h em as many women an d children as men, a n d some of t h e most
unp leasan t scenes o f t h e war were in wi tnessing t h e pa i n f u l b u t determined
effo r ts a nd s t rugg les o f some ve ry o l d Negroes or some mo the r w i t h a who l e
brood of children, to keep up w i t h us on t h e march.
From Stevenson, t h i s entourage marched to Anderson, TN. On t h e morn i ng of
September 2, 1862, “ w e commenced ou r ma r c h up t h e Cumberland Mountains
w i t h 6 p ieces of ar t i l lery a n d a l l ou r t ransportat ion (wagons and ambulances)
over a r oad which, as we we r e told, h ad n o t been traversed by a wagon in
e igh t yea rs o r s i nce t h e comp le t i on o f t h e tunnel . T he ascent w a s s teep a n d
no t at a l l p l easan t f o r o fficers on horseback or soldiers on foo t . I t w a s no t
unusua l t o fi n d a pe rpend i cu l a r r i se o f t w o fee t i n t h e r o c k cross ing t h e road .
At t he summi t we s t r u ck a traveled road, a n d t h e descent was made w i t h
compara t i ve ease. The distance is about 10 miles, a n d we ar r i ved a t Cowan,
at t h e foo t of t h e mountains on the nor th s ide at 2:00 p.m. They marched on to
_Tullahoma and Murfreesboro and arrived in Nashville on Sep tember 6, 1862.
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Cleaning Basics.for
OlderGrave Markers..
"Enough with the wire brushes! Do you clean your
teeth with awire brush? Bleach? No!"

Wire brushes, metal instruments and abrasive pads
may give you instant satisfactionbut, if you clean
with anything that is harder than the stone, you
risk scratching the face of the stone and causing
more damage in the long run. The same goes for
acidic cleaners, which includes most household
cleaners. Powerwashers are also NOT
recommended. Anything that puts out greater than
60psi is too much force to use on older fragile
stones. A garden hose putting out a gentle soaking
spray is enough to clean and flush the stone
(garden type Sprayers also work well). If you're
talking about stones from the 20th century and not
marble, that's adifferent story."

Cleaning a g raves tone . . .

Stones are composed of minerals and salts. Adding
chemicals to them can often cause chemical
reactions that will erode the stone faster than if you
just left it alone. This damage is not immediately
evident, asin the case with bleachbeingusedon
marble. The stone is exposed on all sides to the
elements. Usingbleach will not only give you
instant brightness but will cause the stone to
change in pallor and most ofien become roughto
the touch. This is because the sodiumchloride in
the bleach has dissolved the binding minerals and
caused the quartz crystals to start to exfoliate.
When this process is used on particularly soft
marble and limestone, the lettering is the first to
disappear. Something that is over 100 years old
shouldn't look bright and new.

NEVERuse paint on old grave stones..
Cleaning with plain water and soft brush

Remember, with all due respect to our monument dealers, many do not understand the
concerns we have about OLD stones. They are mostly familiar with the dense granites that
has been used for the past century. The techniques they use for modern stone is not safe
for these fragile 100 - 180 year old markers. Each stone needs its own diagnosis; what is
good in one situation is not necessarily good for all. 8



JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICALASSOCIATION
BELLEFONTE CEMETERY MISSION STATEMENT a n d GOALS

Whereas the Bellefonte Cemetery served the Bellefonte area as a
pub l i c cemetery as ear l y as 1824, and whereas t h e cemetery has
endured pub l i c neg l e c t f o r many years, and whereas t he Jackson
County Historical Association n ow desires to undertake reclamation of
th is sacred p l a ce in order to preserve th is p a r t of Jackson County’s
heritage, honor t h e memory of ear ly settlers, and p r o v i d e pub l i c
access, it is hereby resolved tha t t he association w i l l foster t he
Friendsof t h e Bellefonte Cemetery.

It is t h e desire of t h e Jackson County Historical Association to lead by
examp l e and use t h e reclamation of t he historic Bellefonte Cemetery
t o motivate others t o share i n t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f endangered
cemeteries in Jackson County, Alabama.

GOALS

1. Control encroaching vege t a t i o n and establish unobstructed walking
p a t h s among t h e g rave markers.

2 . Limit man-made markers to funerary ob jec ts appropr ia te f o r t h e
cemetery ’s t ime pe r i od .

3. Locate, survey, photograph, evaluate, and document current
condition of a l l g raves a n d grave markers (both inscribed and
uninscribed as oi 2006.)

4 . As resources al low a n d by us ing app rop r i a te methods a n d materials
in keeping w i t h t h e stone’s age a n d composition, repai r, reset,
straighten, and/or ad j us t broken markers.

5. Research'and document names of those thought to be buried in th i s
cemetery.

6. Assist and offer gu i dance to individuals/families w h o w i sh to
memorialize or commemorate an ancestor determined to be buried in
an unmarked grave.

9



7 . A c t a s trustee f o r funds donated f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d upkeep o f
th i s cemetery. Establish restoration/preservation p r i o r i t i e s a n d app ly
t h e funds to p r o j e c t s w i t h i n t h e established p r i o r i t i e s deemed
ac cep t a b l e t o t h e JCHA.

8. Improvea n d enhance the entrance to t he cemetery.

9 . Comple te survey o f t h e cemetery a nd subm i t app l i ca t i on f o r l is t ing
on t he Alabama Histor ica l Cemetery Register.

10. Coordinate cemetery cleaning days, as needed.

11 . Educate t h e p u b l i c t o t h e historic s i gn i ficance o f t h i s cemetery
and i t s relation to Jackson County’s fi r s t incorporated t own
(Bellefonte) a n d i t s r o l e in ea r l y Jackson County h is tory.

12. Establish a veterans’ r o l l of honor f o r t h i s cemetery.

13. Conduct pe r i od i c cemetery tours w i t h appropr iately dressed
docents/ tour gu ides .

14. Coordinate other appropr ia te activities, as needed.

Figure 1 BELLEFONTE CEMETERY AFTER INITIAL CLEANING IN APRIL 2005

10



SOME 1834 DEATHS RECORDED IN THE WESTERN MEHTODIST
(1833-1834), publ ished in Nashville, Tennessee
January 17, 1834, page 2:

IObitofROBERTMcFARLINj RobertM'Farlin, the subject of the present notice,
lately departed this life at Jackson (County),Alabama, aged about 52 years. About fifteen
years since [ago] heembraced religion, joined the Methodist church, since which time he
has been an acceptable and usefulmember and an ornament to his profession. His
Christian life was a practical comment on 1 john 3: 9,He that is born of God doth not
commit sin. Brother M'Farlin's loss is feltby many.His honest and upright department
rendered him respectable in all the circles of his acquaintance; his skilful and laborious
attention to the duties of family, government, and the benign and gentle spirit by which all
his acts were influenced,made himnot only useful but peculiarly dear to his family. His
fervent zeal, godly walk, and holy conversation rendered him a burning and a shining light
to the class of which hewas a leader. Our loss, therefore, is truly great, but it is his infinite
gain, for he now, no doubt, rests in Abraham's bosom.

When inquired of during his protracted and painful illness asto his prospects beyond
the grave, he answered, " i t is clear." Almost with his expiring breath, his voice was heard
in trembling accents to speak the praises of God.Mark the perfect man! Edward Pearson

CHRONICLES EDITOR’SNOTE: RobertMcFarlinwas enumeratedon the 1830Jackson
Co,AL census in the Rocky Springs/Bridgeport area. Hiswidow, Catherine (Hobbs)
McFarlin was enumerated on the 1840 census (age 50-60) and does not appear on the 1850
Jackson Co census. In 1840 she lived next door to Charles Jones and nearW. J. Hughs.

[lige3: Obi t of JOHNB. NELSON1 Our dearly beloved and much lamentedbrother,
John B. Nelson, the subject of the following briefsketch, was a citizenof Jackson county,
Alabama, and became the happy participant of justification by faith in theblood of Christ
in theyear of our lord, 1822,at which time heattached himself to the Methodist Episcopal
Church and until hewas removed to the church triumphant helived a happy and useful
member of the same. He was a respectable citizen, an affectionate husband, and kind
father. He closed the scene of his sufferings September the 1st. I saw and conversed with
him a few days previous to his departure andwhile singing the songs of Zion, his soul
caught the hallowed flame. He exclaimed, giving his hand, I am going to rest with the
people of God.

He has left behind hima desolate widow and till.orphan children to mourn the
absence of their affectionate head.May the God of Israel remember his ancient promise, by
being ahusband to the widow and a father to the fatherless and may heat last bring them
to enjoy his presence and reignwith himworld without end, amen! LorenzoD. Mullins
Bellefonte,Ala., Sept. 29th, 1834.
CHRONICLES EDITOR’SNOTE: John B. Nelsonwas enumerated on the 1830Jackson
Co, AL census (age 40-50) and lived two houses fromArchibald Jacoway. The 1840
Jackson County census records a Jane Nelson livingvery close to Archibald Jacoway.
Most likely, this Jane is the widow of the John B. Nelsonwho died in Sept, 1834,asshe has
8 children still in her household. In 1830,John B. Nelson purchased theW1/2 of the SW 1A
of Section 19,Township 1,Range 7East in Jackson County, AL. 11



[1834 Obit of JESSEMcANALLY] The dying testimony of saints is of great importance to the
Christian world. l s t because it is proofof the genuineness of the Christian religion. 2d because it

confirms the truth of the glorious doctrine that the spirit which enabled the apostles to face death in
his most terr ific formwith dauntless intrepidy and to seal the testimony of their religionwith their
blood, yet resides in the true Christian church; and 3d becausewhile this glorious doctrine is thus
confirmed, Christians are encouraged to seek for the perfect love that casteth out all fear, even the

fear of death.
Our dearly beloved and much lamentedbro. JesseMcNally (McAnally), the subject of the

following brief sketch, resided in Jackson county, Ala (inPaint RockValley)., and departed this life
on the 18thof June, 1834.Bro.McNally (McAnally)was born in Virginia and in an early age

removed to Franklin county, Tenn. where for many years hesought pleasure in the fading flowers
of time; heat last foundhewas trying to feast an immortalmind on husks.

He was encouraged in the 35th year of his age to attend a camp-meeting held at Farris‘,
Franklin Co., Tenn., where the thunders of Sinai caused him to cry, " 0 ! wretchedman that I am,
who shall deliver me from the body of this death?" He was then accompanied, by one more glorious

than annaidus [ananius], even the spirit of truth, to the mournfulmount of Calvary,where he
heard the dying groans of the son of God and then the scales fell from his eyes and by the aid of the
light of the new Jerusalem, hesaw the lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world and he
was heard to exclaim, "thanks beto God for the inestimable gift of the spirit of adoption into the
family of the kingof saints." He then attached himself to the M. E. Churchwhere he lived a

member unt i l the great head called him to join the church triumphant. The primary cause of his
death was a wound by a bal l which forced its rugged passage through his trunk, received in an
engagement with the Creeks at the battle of the Horse Shoe. On the 14th of June his life was

assailed by the pale horse and his rider; hewas in his proper mind and deeply sensible of his near
dissolution and although seizedwith the very pangs of death, hebore his painwith that degree of
heroismwhich should ever characterize the dying saint. On the evening of the 18th,he informed his
companion,who was weeping near him, that the storm of lifewould soon be over. She then asked
what his prospect was beyond the grave; he observed hewas going to rest in paradisewith god, and

said: Not a cloud doth arise, to darken the skies
Nor hide for a moment the Lord from my eyes.

He then selected the place of his interment and the plank for his coffin and delivered to his
weepingwife and mourning children the valedictory address with much correctness. He then
requested his companion to bring himthe lookingglass [mirror]; she brought i t ; he took it in his
hand and lookingsaid, "my eyes arewaning in death; my cheeks have turned pale; my pulse is but
weak and few; my heart has ceased to palpitate." He told his companion to raisehimup. At this
moment the golden beams of the sun of righteousness penetrated the dismal gloom and illuminated
the chill mansion and shadow of death and spread glory inexpressible around the dying pilgrim,
whilst hesungwith a sweet but quivering tone: 0 Jesus my Savior, to thee I submit,
With love and thanksgiving fal l down at thy feet, The sac His voice here sunk in death
and he fell asleep in the arms of Jesus and now is in paradisewith the people of god. 0 may the
fullness of the grace of God rest upon the widow and orphans; andmay they at last be brought to
heaven through Christ Jesus. Amen.

LorenzoD. Mullins, Jackson (County),Ala., Aug. 18, 1834

NOTEBY CHRONICLES EDITOR: JesseMcAnally’swidow, Joanna,was enumerated on the
1840 and 1850 but not 1860Jackson County,AL census. Shewas shown asa pensioner on the
1840 census. After Jesse’s death, she and her unmarried children moved from PRV to the
Langston area and lived near Hillians Store in 1850. They were the parents of 12children. 12
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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION WILL MEET

Sunday, April 30, 2:00 p.m.,Jackson County Court House cour t room.
ProbateJudge Floyd Hambrick and President Donna Haislipwill host
the meeting and direct attendees to the records storage area for the
first part of the program. ProgramVice PresidentJenStewart will lead the
discussion of the historic documents preservation program and share interesting
family data gleaned from the records. Ralph Mackeywill share the excitement
generated when the volunteers discovered the Cobb voucher signed byPresident
Abraham Lincoln. Ann B.Chambless will give a brief review of the important role
W.R.W. Cobb played in local and national politics between I844 and I864.
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LIMITED OPPORTUNITY TO
PURCHASE BOOKS f r o m
JCHA
No of t h e books offered f o r
sale by t h e JCHA w e r e
wr i t t en by Dr. Ronald H .
Dykes a n d publ ished by t h e
Paint R o c k Va l l e y Press
which recent ly c losed i t s
publ ishing business. These
b o o k s are:
FIGHTING THE J U S T WAR:
MILITARY EXPERIENCES OF
JACKSON COUNTY,
ALABAMA, RESIDENTS IN
WORLD WAR II
and GROWING UP HARD:
MEMORIES OF JACKSON
COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN THE
EARLY TWENTIETH
CENTURY.
S ince bo th books have b e e n
popular sellers, t h e sudden
clos ing of t h e Pa in t Rock
Val ley Press l e f t t h e
association w i t h a sma l l
i nven to ry. These t w o
books w i l l be s o l d on fi r s t
order received, fi r s t
suppl ied basis. An order
b lank on p a g e 13 w i l l
fac i l i ta te y o u r request.

ALABAMA LEGISLATIVE NEWS
An Impor tant p i e c e of
legislat ion is w o r k i n g i t se l f
th rough t h e Alabama
Legislature. SB 323 would
provide s ta te t a x cred i ts f o r
certified rehabilitation
pro jec ts .
Ta x credi ts f o r h istor ic
preservation a re extremely
Important tools to faci l i tate
t h e rehabi l i ta t ion of bui ld ings
w h i c h h a v e deter iorated or
have b e e n vacated in recent
years, especially In towns
l i ke those In Jackson County
w h i c h a r e s t rugg l i ng w i t h
economic development .
Any support y o u m a y be able
to provide toward t h i s b i l l w i l l
fu r ther t h e preservation
movement In Alabama.

DR. GLORIA HEWLETT, 9401
Mil l Hollow, Dallas, TX 75243‑
6338, Is research ing t h e
ALLEN fami l y. Can y o u help?

LORETI'A J. FOWLER, 3991
Hi l l Rose Drive, L o s Alamitos,
CA, i s search ing f o r bur ia l
s i t e of Wi l l iam a n d George
Walke r w h o died be tween
1859 and 1862. Walker fami ly
l i v e d In C r o w C r e e k Va l l e y,
b u t George Walker d ied in
Bellefonte in 1862.



A SULTRY DAY ON JULY MOUNTAIN (by A l e x Snodgrass)
as pub l i shed in THE ALABAMA HERALD, da ted Augus t 1 , 1878

There is a beaut i fu l elevation wes t by southwest in s igh t of o u r
town cal led t h e Ju ly Mountain on top of wh ich there is a
chalybeate spr ing at wh i c h Thomas a n d John Stee ly l i v e a n d
nea r wh i c h John Hembree ha s a considerable f a rm in cot ton and
corn. On Sunday morn ing last, we jo ined Judge (Nelson) Kyle,
J . T. Skelton, a n d J . B . Ta l l y, J r . in an excurs ion to t h e spr ing and
in pu r su i t of a moun ta in breeze. With everyth ing necessary f o r
comfor t in camp-l i fe, we reached t h e spr ing, drank water, rested,
r ead newspapers, broi led meat, ate, a n d we r e comfor tab le.

We l e f t o u r c ompan i o n s i n t h e ear l y afternoon w i t h M r. To m
Steely w h o w a s anxious to impress us favorably w i t h t h e
mounta in on wh i c h he ha s se lec ted a home a n d opened a
considerable fa rm. With o u r gu i de we we r e to see a l l of in terest
t ha t w a s to be seen thereon and thereabout. South of t h e
chalybeate spr ing some three-fourths of a m i l e we found t he co l d
freestone spr ing once u sed by t h e la te lamented W. W.
McCutchen.
EDITOR’S NOTE: W. W. McCutchen had drowned wh i l e
attempting to cross t h e Tennessee River in a s k i f f a f e w weeks
before th is ar t ic le wa s wr i t ten.

We then passed back by (camp s i t e o f ) o u r compan ions a n d s a w
three-fourths of a m i l e in t h e o the r direct ion t h e famous moun ta i n
c r op o f J o h n Hembree w h o l i ves oppos i t e a n d dr inks wa te r ou t o f
a cave in t h e e d ge o f Long Ho l low. J o h n Hembree ha s a c r o p o f
c o r n est imated at 25 ac r e s on top of t h e Ju l y Mountain t h a t
wou ld be ca l led a fine c rop on t he Tennessee River in fi rs t c lass
bot tom land. There is no exaggera t ion about this; i t i s true. The
Steely brothers a lso have a fa i r c rop f o r n ew land. The
mountains of o u r county alone have capac i t y f o r a la rge
popu la t ion . Take val leys and mountains together, and there is no
est imat ing t h e p r oduc t i v e capac i t y of Jackson County.
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HISTORICAL SKETCHES from t h e ALABAMA HERALD
PublishedA u g u s t 29, 1878

THE SCOTT SPRING
Our attention has been cal led to t h e f a c t t h a t t h e spr ing, known
as t h e Scot t Spring in o u r town (Scottsboro), h a s become useless
to the owner a n d to t h e pub l i c f o r the lack of some necessary
attention in protect ing i t f rom being dammed up w i t h m u d by
s tock tramping around i t . Mr. J. T. Skelton, the owner, proposes
at an ear l y day to enclose i t a n d shu t ou t t h e p u b l i c f r o m i t s use,
unless i t is deemed of sufficient impor tance to secure t h e
needful attention of o u r town authorities. We inv i te t h e attent ion
of o u r authorities a n d peop le to th i s subject, to t h e e n d t h a t
future trouble may be avoided.

EDITOR’S NOTE: According to JCHA m e m b e r M a r k S c o t t
Skelton (a descendant of Robert T. Scott), t h e most log ica l s i te
f o r t h i s spr ing is a t t h e base of t h e mounta in local ly known as
Ta t e r Knob. When Robert T. Scott ’s land w a s divided among h i s
heirs, James T. a n d Charlotte (Scott) Skelton acqu i r ed a tract of
undeveloped (pasture) land a h a l f m i l e due nor th of t h e railroad
depot. The Skeltons’ ownership led to t h e name of Skelton
Hollow, and, in turn, Scot t Spring became known as Skelton
Spring. Most l i ke ly th i s spr ing is t h e or ig inal source of Bynum
Branch wh ich s t i l l flows f rom t h e foo t of Ta t e r Knob Mountain.

CAPTAIN CHENEY’S VINEYARD
Captain (Henry J . ) Cheney has a s i x acre vineyard of t h e finest
grapes at Femcl i ff on Sand Mountain, a n d h i s nat ive vines a r e
said to be as delicious as any of foreign make . We a r e p r o u d to
c la im Captain Cheney, one of Nature’s noblemen, as a
countryman. Would t h a t Jackson (County) had a thousand s u c h
energe t i c  men.
EDITOR’S NOTE: Fern Cl i f f w a s so n a m e d by Capt . Cheney w h e n
he purchased t h e property on t h e brow of Sand Mountain
between present-day Highway 40 and Highway 35. 4



L PETERSPONDFARMERS’ALLIANCE
by Ann B. Chambless

Peters Pond Farmers’ Alliance was one of severa l
Alliances o rgan i zed in Jackson County, Alabama, during
the 1880s. Announcements of t he various Alliance
meeting dates are found in vintage newspapers. What
sets Peters PondAlliance apa r t is t h e membership r o l l
and minutes are extant.

Why were these Alliances formed? The intent o f the o rgan i za t i on
was to be pure ly economic ra ther than po l i t i c a l .
According to Wikepedia: “Formation and g r o w t h of Farmers’
Alliances g r ew ou t of t h e Grange movement wh ich formed soc ia l
o rgan i za t i ons among farmers a n d which had flourished in t h e
Midwest a n d then s p r e a d in popularity to t h e South. The
Farmers’ Alliance was formed in response to monetary deflation
and falling commodi ty p r i ces af ter the Civi l War.”

Deflation resulted inwide-spread debt amongSouthernfarmers,
andmany losttheir landsbecause they were notable to get
equitable prices for their crops and produce. Jackson County
records showmanydeclared bankruptcy and several lost their
landbecause real estate taxes could not be paid in the 18703and
1880s.The deepening crisis in farm priceswas an impellingforce
in the rapid developmentof this movement in JacksonCounty.

Traveling lecturersfurnished by the national organization
convinced local farmers they should unite. By banding together,
it seemed feasible that individualfarmers, through voluntary
cooperation, could form agricultural cartels to eliminate the
middlemen. The goal was to markettheir goods at higher prices
to larger commodity brokers through theAlliance.

The national organization continued to furnish traveling lecturers
aswell aswritten informationto beused by local lecturerswithin
the sub-alliances. By1888,the Alliance hadover 250,000
members nationwide. 5



PETERS POND FARMERS’ ALLIANCE by Ann B. Chambless

PETERS POND is s a i d to be named f o r PETER BLANCETT, an
ear ly se t t le r in t h e vic in i ty of present-day Wannville. Peter
Blancett was one o f many “wh i t e squa t t e r s ” w h o s i gned t h e
August 1819 Memorial request ing t h e U.S. Government to a l l ow
t h e “squa t te rs ” to rema in on t h e Cherokee land wh i c h became
Jackson County on December 13, 1819.
Ex tan t minutes of Friendship Bap t i s t Church ( loca ted in Fackler,
Alabama) reco rd t ha t Pe te r a n d Lo t t y ( o r Le t t y ) Blancet t jo ined
t h e church in 1829. Wi th t h e he lp of Friendship as t he i r mo the r
church, t h e Blancetts a n d Wanns (alongw i t h seve ra l o t he r
church members) formed Peters Pond Bapt is t Church.
EDITOR’SNOTE: See JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES, da ted J u l y 11
1981, f o r h i s to ry of Friendship Bap t i s t Church a n dmembership r o l l
abstractedby A n n B. Chambless.
Pe te r Blancett’s daugh te r Martha (ca l l ed Patsy ) ma r r i e d Enoch
Daniel Shrader. The i r descendant, George L. Shrader, w a s
p res iden t o f Peters Pond Farmers’ Alliance in 1888. George L .
Shrader’sson, G.W. Shrader, w a s t h e Alliance treasurer.
The Peters Pond Farmers’ Al l iance minutes book has been
p rese r ved by Shrader descendants w h o graciously shared a copy
as a resu l t o f y ou r edi tor ’s co r respondence w i t h Ka thy Edwards.

I

The 1888 membership r o l l included:
G. L. Shrader (president); G.W. Shrader (treasurer); Arminda
Shrader; C. H. Holder, E. J. Holder (doorkeeper); J. W. Holder;
J. F. Helms , Z. Helms (lecturer); D. C. Mi l le r (ass is tan t
doorkeeper); Emma Miller; Lizzie Miller; J. P. Ledbetter (assistant
lecturer); P. M. Ledbetter; M. L. Bryant (secretary); W. M. Bishop
(sergeant-at-arms); James Owens; Charles Gist; D. C. Hays (vice ‑
president); J o hn Hays; Wash Bass; A r a Grider; J ohn H. Holloway;
James Stuart; Sarah C. Brazelton;Wesley York; James P. Wann
(served as secretary f o r a shor t t ime); a n d John Bean.
The All iance ini t iat ion f e e w a s $1.00, a n d dues we r e $ .25 p e r
person p e r quarter. The minutes show J. B. Parks of Scottsboro
, w a s county All iance pres iden t a n d W. A. Rowden of Garth wa s
county secretary. 6



“THE CEDARS” of the RUSSELLFARM
by PattyWoodall andAnn B. Chambless

When James Russell was appointed the first Judge of the Jackson County Court in April
1820, the county seat and court house were at Santa. In the 1830 Jackson County census,
James Russell’s neighbors are all known to have been residents of Santa. When the
Federal Government first offered land for sale in Jackson County in mid-1830, James
Russellpurchased land near present-day Stevensonwhere hebuilt a log house consisting of
four large rooms, two downstairs and two upstairs with a hall upstairs and a dog trot
between the two downstairs rooms. Shortly after the Civil War, four rooms, a hall and
three porches were added to the original structure. Because of the cedar trees in the yard,
this homebecame known as“The Cedars.”

A large garden was in front of the house. A smokehouse and a rock-walled dairy
underground storage room were behind the house. The grounds included three acres.
James Russell’s son, Israel Pickens Russell, Sr. brought boxwood hedges from East
Tennessee and planted them in a circle inside a drive with awing on each side, and he lined
the sidewalk. The boxwoodhedges are still intact after 150years.

Probably when more rooms were added to the house, the outside of both parts of the house
were covered with weatherboarding and paintedwhite. Also, the logs in the original house
were coveredwith poplar sealing boards andwall-papered.

The house has been continuously occupied by members of the Russell family. The family of
James Russell, his son I. P. Russell, Sr., followed by I. P. Russell, Jr., and finally by I. P.
(Pick)Russell I I I and his wife, Ernestine,who with their children, make five generations to
have lived in it.

A two room cellar was dug under part of the house which now houses a furnace.
Originally, the house was heated by a fireplace in each room, and later coal-oil stoves
replaced some of the fireplaces.

After the death of I. P. Russell, Sr. and his wife, the house was occupied by a son, James
called “Doe”, and two daughters, Nellie and Annie, who did not marry. They were later
joined by a married sister, Emma,who returnedhome. In 1946,Emma andAnnie, the two
sisters remaining in the house, decided to move to Stevenson because of their age and the
difficulty of maintaining the place. They proposed to I. P. (Pick)Russell, In andErnestine
that they take over ownership of the house,which they did in January 1947.

After WorldWar II ended and copper became available, the house was electrified in 1947.
The former dining roomwas made into the kitchen, and the former kitchen was converted
to a utility room. Some doors have been closed up and others opened. One porchhas been
made into a bathroom, and another bathroom was added upstairs problem. A bathroom
was later built in the part of the housewhich hadbeen added to the original. 7



A family story relates that the door of the first bathroom was one salvaged from an old
hotel owned by M r . Russell, Sr. which was torn down. It was the door from the hotel room
numbered “1. " When the bathroom was moved inside, the room on the porch became a
storage room with the number 1 stil l visible. This room was referred to by the family as
“the number one.” Now it is the door to a closet, and the number may still be seen. The
former front bedroom contained a very large fireplace in which the lintel was made of one
solid piece of rock, but it cannot be seen today, as this was covered with a brick facade
during a remodeling project in the 1960s.

In the late 18005, I. P. Russell II built a tennis court in a lot adjacent to the house. Since
there were no public tennis courts and very few home courts in this county at that time, the
Russell home was a popular gathering place for improving one’s tennis strokes while
playing on the Russell’s d i r t court. Family members and friends enjoyed the sport, and the
children grew up playing tennis. In the early 19505, I. P. (Pick) Russell I I I bui l t a more up‑
to-date tennis court for his children in their backyard.
Photo compliments of Emily (Russell) Campbell, daughter of Pickens (Pick) and Ernestine
(Mann Russell I I I

‐ o ‘ ~ - - ~ ' m - ‐ v o w w
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THE CEDARS in early 1900s with Pick’s grandmother and mother and aunts: Mrs. I.P.
Russell, Sr. Mrs. I.P. (Catherine Sanders) Russell I I ,Nellie Russell, and Annie Russell. 8



ANCESTORS OFSANDERS AND PICKENS RUSSELL l l l OFSTEVENSON, AL
E igh t Generations In B r i e f Outline: by Ann B. Chambless

Sanders a n d Pickens (Pick) Russell’s fi r s t ancestor in Jackson County, AL,
was JAMES RUSSELL wh o w a s bo rn c i r ca 1775-1780 in Nor th Carolina.
JAMES RUSSELL w a s t h e son of JANE (McIntire) a nd MATTHEW RUSSELL
(born January 1, 1735, in Ireland), w h o marr ied c i rca 1760 in Cumberland Co,
PA. The las t r e c o r d of Matthew Russell in Pennsylvania w a s in 1763.
According to deeds, MATTHEW RUSSELL p u r c h a s e d 300 acres of land in
Mecklenburg Co, NC in 1767 and 200 more acres in 1771. In 1777, Matthew
so ld land in Mecklenburg County wh i l e l iv ing in Tryon Co, NC . Jane (McIntire)
Russell d ied on Ap r i l 6, 1781, a n d w a s buried in Long Creek Presbyterian
Church Cemetery in Gaston County, NC.
In 1792, Matthew Russell received a land g r a n t of 130 acres in Abbeville Co,
SC. I n 1795, Matthew Russell p u r c h a s e d 430 acres o f land i n Pendleton Co,
SC, and he appears on t he 1800 census of Ninety-six District, SC.
In Ju l y 1812, Matthew Russell m a d e a Wil l a n d mo s t l i ke ly d ied in ea r l y 1813,
as h is Wil l was fi led a n d p r o v e d on March 1, 1813, in Anderson County, SC.
JAMES RUSSELL a n d h i s bro ther Thomas Russell, S r . m o v e d to Jackson Co,
AL, b y 1820, a s JAMES RUSSELL w a s a p p o i n t e d t h e fi r s t J u d g e o f t h e Jackson
County Court o n Ap r i l 12, 1820. He s e r v e d u n t i l h i s t e rm e x p i r e d o n J a n 1 ,
1823. He then se rved three terms in t h e Alabama Legis la ture (1827-1830.)
JAMES RUSSELL marr ied Eleanor (Nellie) Blair, a n d they were pa r e n t s of 10
children. James Russell named h is th i rd son ISRAEL PICKENS RUSSELL in
honor of Israel Pickens (a nat ive of Mecklenburg, NC) w h o w a s Governor of
Alabama f rom 1821-1825.
ISRAEL PICKENS RUSSELL (Sr.) mar r i ed Martha (Mattie) McCullough about
1859, a n d the i r chi ldren were: Joanna, born 1861; Martha Emma, born 1866;
Elizabeth Ellen, born 1867; James M., bo rn 1868; Blanche, born 1869; Annie,
born 1871; and ISRAEL PICKENS, JR, born Oc t 27, 1875.
ISRAEL PICKENS RUSSELL, JR . (1875-1956) marr ied Katherine Sanders (1875‑
1951) on November 16, 1898. Katherine wa s t h e daughter of Rev. Constantine
Blackman Sanders (1831-1911) and Dueanna Ann (White) Sanders (1832 ‑
1913), t h e daugh te r of Henry a n d Catherine White of Madison Co, AL .
KATHERINE a n d l. P RUSSELL, J r. ’s chi ldren were:
Wal ter Sanders Russel l (1900-1982) w h o mar r i ed Evelyn Wi l l is (1901-1998);
Helen Russel l w h o ma r r i ed W. H. Phi l l ips; a n d PICKENS RUSSELL I I I w h o
marr ied Ernestine Mann. Pickens a n d Ernestine; t h e i r daughter, Emi ly
(Russell) Campbell; Helen (Russell) Phi l l ips’ daughter Kathryn Phil l ips a n d
Helen’s son Harold Russell Phil l ips and h i s wife, Ann, and the i r s on Dr. Russell
Phi l l ips a n d h i s wife, Ann, (w i t h sons Matthew an d Owen) a l l have homes on
the or iginal Russell farm. Dr. Russell and Ann Phi l l ips n ame d t he i r fi r s t son
Matthew Russell Phi l l ips. Thus we have Generation One:
.MATTHEW RUSSELL, a n d Generation Eight : MATTHEW RUSSELL PHILLIPS.

9



MILITARY REGISTER --- ALABAMA STATE MILITIA
Volume I - 1820 - Page 34

JACKSON COUNTY - 1“ REGIMENT

NAMES RANK WHEN COM’D WHEN RES. REMARKS
Lewis Ki rby Col . March 28, 1820
James Smi th L t . Col . March 28, 1820
Will iam Thornton Ma jo r J u l y 8, 1820
Nathaniel Hi l l ion Cap t . J u l y 8, 1820
Euris Houston Cap t . J u l y 8, 1820
Austin Kendrick Capt . Ju l y 8, 1820
John Beason Cap t . J u l y 8, 1820
Giles McNulty Capt . J u l y 8, 1820
John Brewer Cap t . J u l y 8, 1820
Isaac Clarke Cap t . J u l y 8, 1820
James Rutherford Cap t . J u l y 8, 1820
Charles Edwards Cap t . J u l y 8, 1820
Robert Morris Cap t . Ju l y 8, 1820
John Smi th Lieut . J u l y 8, 1820
Hy ramWalker Lieut. J u l y 8, 1820
Hez(ekiah) Pickens Lieut . J u l y 8, 1820
William Pruitt Lieut. Ju l y 8, 1820
John Stewart Lieut. Ju l y 8, 1820
Samuel McGehee Lieut. J u l y 8, 1820
Will iam K ing L ieu t . J u l y 8, 1820
William Clarke L ieu t . J u l y 8, 1820
Isaac Gideon L ieu t J u l y 8, 1820
Mark Holder Lieut . J u l y 8, 1820
James Brown Ensign Ju l y 8, 1820
William Snare Ensign Ju l y 8, 1820
El ias Nelson Ensign Ju l y 8, 1820
John Rachele Ens ign Ju l y 8, 1820
Will iam Baker Ens ign J u l y 8, 1820
John C lay Ens ign Ju l y 8 , 1820
James Weaver Ens ign J u l y 8, 1820
Wil l iam Sco t t Ens ign Ju l y 8, 1820
John Sexon/Sexton Ensign Ju l y 8, 1820
Jeremiah Matthews Ensign Ju l y 8, 1820

MILITARY REGISTER -ALABAMA STATE MILITIA
Volume 2 - 1820-1832 - Page 2
Jackson County 1“ Division, 1" Br igade, 1“ Reg imen t

Nathaniel Hi l l ion Capt . J u l y 8, 1820
Euris Houston Capt . Ju l y 8, 1820
Aust in Kendrick Capt . J u l y 8, 1820 (cont inued on p. 11 ) 1O



MILITARY REGISTER - ALABAMA STATE MILITIA
Volume2 - 1820-1832 -  P a g e  2

Jackson County 1" Division, 1“ Brigade, 1“ R e g i m e n t

NAMES RANK
James Rutherford Capt.
Charles Edwards Capt .
Robert Morris Capt .
John Lusk Capt .
lsam Pendergrass Capt .
John Hampton Capt .
John K. Ta t e Cap t .
Joseph P. Frazier Capt .
James Holland Capt .
Robert Browning Capt.
Archibald DickersonCapt.
Stephen Bishop Capt .
William T. Walker Capt.
CalebBrowning Capt .
John Tay lo r Cap t .
A. F. Hargiss Capt .
James Campbel l Cap t .
William Blancett Capt .
Owen Roark Capt .
George Gifford Capt .
Joe l Matthews Capt.
Duncan Dickerson Capt .
Brantley Wright Capt.
Josiah Wynn Capt.
Jacob Tal ly Capt.
Levi Rash Capt .
Hiram Pierce Capt .
Samuel F. Thompson Capt .
Joab Potter Cap t .
James Hawk Capt .
William Haney Capt .
Samuel B. Moore Capt.
Young Sellgrs Capt.
John G.Walker Capt.
Francis Renshaw Capt.
William H. Turner Capt .

Volume 2, Page 3
Jeremiah Hester Capt .

WHEN COM’D
Ju l y 8 , 1820
Ju l y 8 , 1820
J u l y 8 , 1820
May 29, 1821
Ju l y 20, 1820
J u l y 24, 1820
A u g 24, 1822
Nov 11, 1822
Dec 27, 1822
Dec 27, 1822
M a r 7, 1823
A p r 18, 1823
May 24, 1823
J u l 23, 1823
A u g 30, 1824
A u g 30, 1824
A u g 30, 1824
Dec 4, 1824
Dec 4, 1824
Dec 4, 1824
Feb 18, 1825
Feb 18, 1825
O c t 8 , 125
Sep 20, 1826
Sep 20, 1826
Sep 20, 1826
Sep 20, 1826
Sep 20, 1826
Dec 23, 1828
Dec 23, 1828
Nov 17, 1829
Nov 17, 1829
Nov 17, 1829
Nov 17, 1829
Nov 17, 1829
O c t 8, 1331

J a n 16, 1832

‘ I1

WHEN RES. REMARKS

Dec 27, 1822
A u g 20, 1826

Rifleman
Cavalry

O c t 28, 1824 Resigned
Aug 30, 1824 Promotion
A u g 30, 1824 Resigned
May 24, 1823

Resigned
O c t 28, 1824 Resigned
Aug 30, 1824 Promotion

R ifle Co.
Removed

Vice: James Thornton
Vice: J. R. or K. Ta t e
Mar 28, 1825 Resigned
Aug 20, 1826 Vice- J. Taylor
Aug 20, 1826 A.Dickerson
Aug 29, 1826 Vice: G. Gifford
Vice: J. Matthews
Vice: Robert Morris
Vice: T. Lanpan ‘n

Mar 22, 1828 V. D. Dickerson
Vice: J. Leaky

Vice: S. Thompson
Vice: J. L. Potter
(Governor of Alabama)
Vice: G.W. Sanders

Vo l . Cavalry
Vice: W. Love



MILITARY REGISTER - ALABAMA STATE MILITIA

NAMES
Jabez Perkins
Archibald DickersonLieut.
Adam Self
Absalom Hil l ion
George Gr i f fi th
Lampton Tucker
Henry Johnston
Robert Davidson
John Taylor
John Martin
Phi l l ip Williams
Will iam Proctor
Joseph H . Bradford P a y m a s t e r
Ansel Ward
William McAllister
Will iam Ward
Ell ison Smi th
John Leakey
Joshua K i rby
Robert C. Pierce
Shipman Reid
Lev i Rash
John C. Proctor
Jeremiah (?)Brown
William Rawlins
Hiram Pierce
Alfred Moore
David Leonard
Shelby U s r y
Caleb Tu r k
Nicholas Broy les
Jacob Carnes
J o h n Hudson
Joseph P. Frazier
David Cawfield

Volume 2, Page 5
James Po t te r
Richard McDuf f
Thomas B. Rector
Isaac Hendricks

Volume 2 - Page 4
RANK WHEN COM’D
L ieu t . Mar 5 , 1821

May 29, 1821
Lieut. J u n 1, 1822
Lieut . J u l 21, 1820
L ieu t J u l 21, 1820
L ieu t . Nov 11, 1822
Lieut. Dec 20, 1822
Lieut . Dec 20, 1822
Lieut . Dec 20, 1822
Lieut . M a r 7, 1823
Lieut . M a r 7, 1823
A d j u t a n t A p r 11, 1823

A p r 11 , 1823
Qt rmas te r A p r 11, 1823
Lieut . A p r 18, 1823
Lieut . A u g 30, 1824
Lieut . A u g 30, 1824
Lleut . A u g 30, 1824
Paymaster A u g 30, 1824
Qt rmas te r A u g 30, 1824
Lieut . Dec 4, 1824
Lieut Dec 4, 1824
Lieut . Feb 18, 1825
Lieut O c t 8 , 1825
Lieut. O c t 8, 1825
Lieut . O c t 8, 1825
Lieut. Sept 20, 1826
L ieu t . S e p 20, 1826
Lieut . S e p t 20, 1826
Lieut . S e p 20, 1826
L ieu t . D e c 23, 1828
L ieu t D e c 23, 1828
Paymaste r Dec 23, 1828
Ad ju tan t Dec 23, 1828
Qtrmaster Dec 23, 1828

Lieut . Nov 17, 1829
L ieu t . Nov 17, 1829
Lieut . Nov 17, 1829
L ieu t . J a n 16, 1832

12

WHEN RES.
J a n 26, 1823
M a r 7, 1823 Promoted
A p r 18, 1823

R i fl e Co.
M a r 7, 1823 Cavalry
A u g 30, 1824 Removed
A u g 20, 1826 Resigned
A u g 30, 1824 Resigned

REMARKS

A u g 30, 1824
A u g 30, 1824
O c t 28, 1824 Resigned

J u l 2, 1825 Resigned

Vice: McAl l ister
A u g 20, 1826
J u l 27, 1825

Vice: C. Proctor
Vice: E. Smi th
Vice: L. Fitons?
Vice: L. R a s h
Vice : H. Johnson
V i c e : J . C . P roc to r
Vice: J. Nichols
V: Rober t Chi lders
Vice : Wm. Proc tor
Vice: R. I v y

Vice : H u g h Mi tche l l
Volunteer Cavalry
Vice: N. Broyles
Vice : Wm. Massey



MILITARY REGISTER
Vo lume 2 - P a g e 6

ALABAMA STATE MILITIA - 1820-1832

NAMES RANK
James Brown Ensign
Wil l iam Snare Ens ign
Elias Nelson Ens ign
J o h n  R a c h e l e  E n s i g n
Will iam Baker Ensign
James Weaver Ensign
Wil l iam S c o t t E n s i g n
J o h n SexonlSexton E n s i g n
Jeremiah Ma t thews Ens ign
Sh ipman Re id Ens ign
Nathaniel Hickman Ens ign
J o h n  B r y a n t  C o r n e t
David Lark ln Ensign
J o s e p h  C o l l i n s  E n s i g n
J o h n Mi tche l l Ens ign
Yo u n g A . P o o l E n s i g n
George J u s t i c e C o r n e t
James Abbo t t Ens ign
Jeremiah Burks Ens ign
George Byford Ensign
Joseph  Marmon  Ens ign
Chirstopher Ri f fe Ensign
Mi tche l l H i l l Ensign
Wil l iam Morgan Ens ign
Charles I v y Ens ign
Will iams B iggs Ens ign
Thomas B r y a n t Ensign
D e a t o n  M u r r y  E n s i g n
H a m o n Condy E n s i g n
Edward P o t t s Ens ign
Wil l iam Kizzia Ens ign
Hi ram S t o t s Ens ign

WHEN COM’D
J u l 8, 1820
J u l 8, 1820
J u l 8, 1820
J u l 8, 1820
J u l 8, 1820
J u l 8, 1820
J u l 8, 1820
J u l 8, 1820
J u l 8, 1820
M a y 29, 1821
J u l 24, 1820
J u l 24, 1820
Nov 11, 1822
Dec 27, 1822
D e c 27, 1822
D e c 27, 1822
M a r 7, 1823
M a r 7 , 1823
A p r 18, 1823
Aug 30, 1824
A u g 30, 1824
A p r 30, 1824
Dec 28, 1824
Dec 4, 1824
Feb 18, 1825
O c t 8, 1825
O c t 8, 1825
S e p 20, 1826
S e p 20, 1826
S e p t 20, 1826
D e c 23, 1828
Dec 23, 1828

MM

M a r 7, 1823

D e c 27, 1822
D e c 27, 1822
A p r 18, 1823

R i fl e C o .
M a r 7 , 1823 Cava l ry
A u g 30, 1824 Resigned
A u g 20, 1826 Resigned
A u g 30, 1 8 2 4 Res igned
A u g 30, 1 8 2 4 Res igned

Caval ry

O c t 28, 1824

A u g 20, 1826 Removed
J u l 23, 1825 Resigned

V: B. Usry
A u g 0, 1926
J u l 7 , 1828 V: J . A b b o t t
Vice:  Chr is topher Ri ffe

Vice: l .  Manner
Vice:  l .  Col l ins
Vice : Wm. Morgan
Vice : D . S m i t h
Vice : Char les I v y

EDITOR’S NOTE: T h e or ig ina l M i l i t a r y Reg i s te r of t h e S t a t e M i l i t i a is found in
t h e A labama Depa r tmen t o f Arch ives in Montgomery, A labama.
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RENEW MEMBERSHIP JANUARY 1

BOOKS FOR SALE
FIGHTING THE JUST WAR: MILITARY EXPERIENCES OF JACKSON COUNTY,
ALABAMA, RESIDENTS IN WORLD WAR II , pub l i shed jointly by the author, Dr.
Ronald H. Dykes, a n d the JCHA. The p r i c e of t he book is $27.50 by mail, or it
may be p u r c h a s e d at t he Scottsboro a n d Woodville libraries or the Scottsboro‑
Jackson County Heritage Center f o r $24.95. Mai l check ($27.50) p a y a b l e to
JCHA World Wa r II Book Account, P. O.B o x 1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768-1494.

GROWING UP HARD: MEMORIES OF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN THE
EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY, p u b l i s h e d jo int ly by t h e author, Dr. Ronald H.
Dykes, a n d t h e JCHA. The p r i c e of t h e book is $27.50 by ma i l , or it m a y be
p u r c h a s e d at t h e Scottsboro Public Library or t h e Scottsboro-Jackson County
Heritage Center f o r $25 .00 . Mai l check ($27.50) p a y a b l e to JCHA DYKES
Growing Up Hard Book Account, P. O.Box 1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768-1494.

THE HISTORY OFJACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, by John R. Kennamer, 1935
edition, r e p u b l i s h e d b y t h e JCHA. The p r i c e o f t h e book i s $23 .00 b y m a i l o r i t
may be p u r c h a s e d at t h e Scottsboro-Jackson County Heritage Center f o r
$20.00. Mai l check ($23.00) p a y a b l e to JCHA to J C H A HISTORY BOOK, P. O.
Box 1494, Scottsboro, AL, 35768-1494.

MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW OR RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES $20.00
Senior Citizen (65 or older) $15.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP $150.00

The membership y e a r begins January 1. Any dues received before October 1
w i l l be f o r t h e cur ren t y e a r. Dues received af te r October 1 w i l l accrue to t h e
following y e a r . Members in g o o d standing w i l l rece ive t h e JACKSON COUNTY
CHRONICLES quar ter ly in January, Apr i l , J u l y, and October.
JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
P. O. BOX 1494
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494
Please p r o v i d e :
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE *ZIP cone

*Please p r o v i d e 9-digit z ip code.
IF PAID 2006 does n o t appearon your current

.mailing label, PLEASE forward your check to JCHA
Treasurer. Please remember tosend change ofaddress toJCHA.
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JACKSON COUNTY
CHRONICLES

VOLUME l8, NUMBER 3 - july 2006
lSSN-l07l-2348

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION WILL
MEET SUNDAY, july 30, 2:00 p.m.,Scottsboro Public Library ,
meeting r oom . ProgramVice President jen Stewart will intro‑
duce folklorist Georgiana C. Kotarski,author of GHOSTS OF
THE SOUTHERNTENNESSEEVALLEY. Her book includes
stories f rom the Moody Brick,a Hollywood cemetery,and
Pisgah. She hold degrees f rom the University of the South,
Kennesaw State University,and UTC. She lives in Dunlap,
TN and serves asthe director of the SequatchieValley campus
.for Chattanooga StateTechnical Community College.
Annual Dues (except senior citizens) - $20.00
Annual Dues fo r members over 65 years of age - $ I 5.00

QHBQNJQLESEDJLQB
Ann5 .C h i m i n g
535Baths:Lang

mm Al.3.5.7.61
Email;

W a r s

VOLUME l8, NUMBER 3 july 2006

PLEASE INCLUDE9 DIGIT
ZIP CODEwith your ANNUAL DUES: $20.00 (duejan l)
membership renewal. IF Senior Citizen Annual Dues‐$l5.00 ‘
YOUR ADDRESS CHANGES, LIFE MEMBERSHIP: slsooo Jackson Count "I lorical Associationplease notify the jCHA to Pleasemail your check to : , 0 " Gym“ Bu ” , 4

assure continuity in mailings. JCHA TREASURER 5°°"" ’° ' ° - "L ’ 5 7 “
P.O. Box I494.Scottsboro. AL 35768



Sauta CaveNationalWildlife Refuge (NWR). Sauta Cave NWR is
one of eleven NationalWildlife Refuges located in the State of Alabama.

Sauta CaveNWRwas purchased in 1978 to conserve fish or wildlife which are listed
asendangered species and the rare fauna within the cave. The 264 acres of habitat
outside of the cave is predominately hardwood forest.

Location: Sauta Cave (formerly known asBlowingWind Cave) is located just above
the Sauty Creek embayment of TVA’s Guntersville Reservoir,7 miles west of
Scottsboro,AL. There are two entrances into the cave on the Refuge,but they are
closed to the public. Sauta CaveNWRis currently unstaffed and all management
activities are carried out by Wheeler NWRstaff located in Decatur,AL.

0 Wildlife: It serves asaminor hibernationcave for federally endangered gray and
Indiana bats and historically amajor maternity cave for gray bats. The most recent
summer emergence count documented more than 300,000 - 4,000,000 gray bats. In
addition to the rare fauna within the cave, the federally threatened Price's potato bean
occurs on the Refuge.

0 History: Sauta Cave is not a pristine one asit was used asasaltpeter mine asearly as
1812 and more extensively during the CivilWar. The cave was a popular site for
picnickingbefore and after the turn of the 20"I century. Later it was used asanightclub
and then a fishing store from 1919 to 1956.

QUESTION: DoYOUhave pictures madeatthe cave before the site
was purchased by the federal government in 1978? IF SO, please contact
DwightCooley, US .Fish andWildlife, 2700 RefugeHeadquarters Road,
Decatur,AL 35603, tel: (256)353-7243. email: wheeler@fw&gov 2
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SCOTTSBORO BEFORE 1881

by Ann B. Chambless

Scottsboro’s history runs deep, reaching into the lives of men
and women w h o blended the o ld w i t h t h e new. One hundred fi f t y
years ago, Robert Thomas Sco t t pu rchased t h e heart o f p resen t ‑
day downtown Scottsboro. In i t s genesis, t h e name Sage Town
was descriptive of t h e area. The appl icat ion f o r t h e fi rs t p o s t
office in 1855 w a s in t h e name of Scott ’s Mill. When t h e Memphis
and Charleston Railroad tracks were completed in 1857, the
vi l lage w a s cal led Scott ’s Station.
Born a p r o m o t e r a n d c i t y planner, Robert T. S c o t t developed a
town p l a t a n d s o l d lo t s a long t h e railroad. Using h i s seasoned
p o l i t i c a l skills, Robert T. S c o t t began t o lobby t h e county
commissioners to move t h e county seat f rom Bellefonte to
Scottsboro. The Civ i l War a n d Scott ’s unt imely death in 1863, at
the hands of Federal troops, d id not deter h is fami ly f rom purslng
Scott’s dream af te r t h e War. '
As Administratrix of her la te husband’s estate, EllizabethAnn
Scot t followed Scott ’s wishes. In an ac t of generosity, t he Scot t
heirs gave t h e county land f o r a p u b l i c square a n d t h e court
house. John Whitfield a lso donated l o t s f rom acreage he h a d
previously pu rchased f rom Robert T. a n d Elizabeth Ann Scot t .
Auction of lo ts f r om these two sizable land donations p rov i ded
both land and money necessary to build t h e court house. County
records were moved f rom Bellefonte to Scottsboro in November
1868, thus assur ing t h e g r o w t h a n d development of Scottsboro
as t h e lega l a n d marke t center of Jackson County.
On December 28, 1868, t h e town w a s incorporated under t h e
name of Scottsboro. T h e incorporation w a s amended in January
1869, and t h e c i t y l imits extended in a one-half m i l e radius of t h e
freight depot.
Even before t h e brick depot was finished in 1861, business
houses began to appear on Main Street wh ich is n o w Maple
Avenue. Residences were constructed on b o t h streets
cont iguous w i t h t h e railroad tracks.
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SCOTl'SBORO BEFORE 1881 by Ann B. Chambless (Continued)

The in i t ia l business distr ict in Scottsboro was located on ei ther
side of t h e rai l road track. The very fi r s t business houses we re
bui l t on Main Street (present day Maple Avenue.) Main St reet was
intersected by RailroadAvenue wh i ch w a s la te r changed to
Houston Street . When t he two b locks of Ma in St ree t we r e fi l l ed
w i t h store fronts, store owners and pro fess iona ls began bui lding
para l le l to t h e sou t h s ide of t h e rai lroad on present-day Mary
Hunter Avenue.
In 1881, a fi r e destroyed or damagedmany of t h e business
houses on Main Street . One by one, these businesses began to
move to t h e cour t house pub l i c square. In 1882, t h e street
leading f r om t h e depo t to t h e Harr is House loca ted on t h e no r t h
end of Broad St ree t w a s l ined w i t h a r o w of br i l l iant lamps wh ich
“g i ve o u r l i t t l e town qu i t e t h e a i r o f a c i t y ” accord ing to t h e loca l
newspaper. The ed i to r a lso repo r t ed t h a t Scot tsboro h a d three
Sunday Schools a n d sta ted:
“The bel ls frequently r i ng simultaneously wh i ch g ives t h e p l a ce
a Metropol i tan appea rance . ”
What d i d Main St reet look l i k e when passengers
stepped o f f t h e t ra in in 1861at t he brand n e w depot?
In t he beginning Scottsboro was a mere vi l lage capable of
sustaining l i f e bu t less than a c i t y.
To see clear ly w i t h i n an 1860s’ fie l d of vision, one must a s k h ow
and w h y d id t h e in i t ia l owners bu i ld as t hey d id? What ru les d id
they fo l l ow? S i n c e the re w e r e no bui ld ing codes, t h e charac te r
of t h e store f ronts w a s based on t h e avai labi l i ty of bui ld ing
mater ia ls a nd t h e economy. The f e w extant descr ipt ions re lay
t h e idea t ha t Ma in S t r ee t w a s an accumulat ion of na r row wooden
buildings basking in t he shadow of Ta t e r Knob. The lo ts were 33
feet w ide and 125 f ee t deep. One of t he fi r s t bui ldings housed a
genera l store in t h e f ron t and a combination schoo l a n d church in
t he rear. There w a s a be l l nea r t h e entrance of t h e church wh i c h
summoned t h e congregat ion to worsh ip on Sunday and served as
a “ t own cr ie r ” dur ing t he week to announce a stray c o w had been
t ied to t h e rope used to r ing t h e be l l . 4



SCOTTSBORO, BEFORE 1881by Ann B. Chambless (Continued)

By 1861,Jackson County was “going railroading,” and Robert T.
Scott’s rea l estate was a hot commodity.

The 1860 census f o r Scottsboro p ro v i de s insight in to t h e town’s
ear ly development. Occupations l isted in 1860were:
One railroad supervisor, one railroad agent, one steam engineer,
fi v e merchants, two store clerks, one clergyman, one professor,
one school mistress, eleven house carpenters, one painter, one
brick mason, one seamstress, one we l l digger, one tanner,
fi v e shoemakers, one saddler, one washerwoman, a n d one
farmer. Robert T. Scott was t he man listed as the farmer.
Please note there were NO lawyers, no physicians, no druggists,
and no l aw enforcement officers enumerated in Scottsboro in
1860.

By 1862, the Civil War had made i t s way to Northeast Alabama,
and Scottsboro’s building boom came to a screeching halt . The
four years of t he Civi l War took an even heavier to l l on o l d
Bellefontewhich had served as the county seat f rom 1828 to
1868. In November 1868, t h e county records were mo v e d to
temporary quar ters in Scottsboro, a nd Bellefonte’s business and
pro fess iona l peop le followed sui t .

As opposed to 11 carpenters in 1860, there were 23 carpenters
enumerated in Scottsboro In t h e 1870 census. Other 1870
craftsmen In Scottsboro included:
3 plasterers, 2 br ick masons, 2 painters, 2 cabinet makers, 1
machinist, a n d 2 wheelwrights.

Other pro fess ions included: 1 railroad sec t ion boss, 5 railroad
workers, 2 wagon makers, 1 carr iage maker, 3 blacksmiths, 1
silversmlth, 2 c iga r makers, 1 barber, 5 grocers, 9 d r y g o o d s
merchants, 4 store clerks, 1 newspaper publisher, 1 cotton
ope r a t i o n (probably a gin), 1 school teacher, 1 mus i c teacher, 5
physicians, 4 druggists, 8 lawyers, a nd 1 town marshal.

5



SCOTl'SBORO BEFORE 1881by Ann B. Chambless (Continued)
A STROLL DOWNMAIN STREET (between 1860 and 1880)

Welcome to Main Street in Scottsboro, Alabama. For ou r 1870s
stroll, let ’s meet at t h e boarding house a n d restaurant located on
the northwestern come r of Main and RailroadAvenue, diagonally
across f rom t h e depo t . Ou r nex t hos t w i l l be Alex(ander), ed i to r
and pub l i sher of THE ALABAMA HERALD newspaper. Here Mr.
Snodgrass w i l l introduce us to h i s fi rs t typesetter, h i s 14 year old
daughter, Elizabeth. Miss Elizabeth suggests we go nex t door to
Mary Jane Jordan’s Millinery Emporium to v i ew t he latest
fashions in ladies’ ha t s a nd accessories. S tep ou ts ide a n d look
west. The Young fami ly l ives nex t door to Mrs. Jordan’s
Emporium. The Youngs’ ne ighbors a r e t h e Cunningham and t h e
Wallace families. Be low t he Wallace residence,we c a n see t he
house and buildings bu i l t f o r t h e railroad superv i so r. A t t h e very
end of West Main Street, we c a n look In on Mr. O.H.P. Gardner’s
woodworking shop. M r. Gardner resides on East Laurel Street.

As we head back to ma in business b lock on East Main Street, we
stop in t h e comer grocery and leave ou r grocery l i s t w i t h the
owner, Hugh H. Shel ton w h o marr ied T. J. Wood’s daughter. Mr.
and Mrs. Hugh Shelton’s residence ls direct ly behind h i s grocery
store, and the i r house faces RailroadStreet. (Remember:
Railroad Street in t h e 1870s is n ow Houston Street.)

I f Mr. Shel ton does no t have everyth ing on y o u r l is t , we c a n go
next doo r to J i m Skelton’s General Merchandise S to re where he
displays a large var ie ty of wares. Heading Eas t on Main Street,
we pass Bailey’s Saloon, Bi l l Green’s Barber Shop, Hugh Bynum’s
Billiard Parlor a nd Bar, and the Williams Cigar and Confectionary
Shoppe. The long, narrow, shot-gun building nex t to Mr.
Williams’ bui lding is owned by Thomas J. Wood ( local ly known as
Uncle Tommy Wood.) Thomas J. Wood’s building fronts Main
St ree t a n d has a ba c k entry on Chestnut Street . (The f ron t of Mr.
Wood’s building housed one of t h e fi r s t grocery stores in t h e
village, and t h e back was used as a combination school a nd
church.) 6



SCOTTSBORO BEFORE 1881 by Ann B. Chambless

A St ro l l Down Main S t ree t be tween 1860 and 1870 (Continued)

The town be l l w a s located nea r t h e back entrance. When a loca l
c o w strayed f r om i t s owner 's back yard, t h e c o w w a s t i ed to t he
ropewh ich wa s at tached to t h e be l l . Thus t h e be l l became t h e
“ t own cr ier " to announce the stray’s locat ion. M r.Wood also
rented th i s bu i ld ing to t h e county f o r u s e as a cour t r oom wh i l e
t he court housewa s be ing comple ted in Scot tsboro .

Ne x t door to Mr.Wood’s bui ld ing is t h e l o ca l b lacksmi th shop.
The owner must have chosen th i s l o t t o be nex t to Ske l t on
Branch ( la ter re-named Bynum Branch.) There a r e t w o state ly
homes be low Skel ton Branch. The las t one ( the present-day
home of Wade and Pa t Maples) is t h e home of Wil l iam and Louisa
Cather ine (Black) Whitworth a nd the i r daughter Eleanor (Ella).
Mr. Whi twor th w a s super intendent f o r bui ld ing t h e n e w court
house, a nd h i s home Is p roo f he is a mater carpenter.

When we leave t he Whitworth house,we w i l l accompany Miss
Ella to t h e Depot to check on t h e arr iva l o f t h e nex t passenger
train. The t ra in is l a t e so we have t ime to cross t h e street and
vis i t business houses on t he sou th s ide of t h e railroad. In order
to wa l k w i t h MissWhitworth, we head east and stop in to cha t
w i t h Mi les and James W. Moody. The Moody Brothers Mercant i le
is located on t h e southeastern c ome r of Rai l road a n d (present
day) Mary Hun te r S t ree t . The (John) Snodgrass, (Wi ley) Cotton,
and (Tarpley) Davidson General S to re is nex t door. Ou r nex t stop
is a “mus t ” as W. H. Payne has j u s t ins ta l led a soda founta in in
Scottsboro’s fi r s t d rug store. Can y o u bel ieve we c a n b u y an i c e
co l d soda in Sco t t sbo ro f o r j u s t a n icke l? A f t e r mak ing ou r
purchases a t W. H. Payne Drug Store, we go down t h e h i l l a n d
fi n d t h e Hargiss T i n Shop and Wil l iam H. (Bi l ly) Norwood’s l a w
office j u s t be fore we reach Mr. Haml in Caldwel l ’s tan yard and
the g r i s t m l l l on Ske l t on Branch. A f t e r we cross t he branch, we
.will stop a t t h e Harr is House to see who has checked in th i s
week . 7



SCOTI'SBOOR BEFORE 1881 by Ann B. Chambless (Continued)
A STROLL DOWN MAIN STREET (between 1

The last b lock we w i l l v is i t is west of Railroad
870 a n d 1880)

Street (present-day Houston Street.) On t h e southwestern comer ( o f p r e s e n t
day Mary Hunter Street) we fi n d the hotel bui l t by John Phllips.
(Later Phillips so ld the hotel to James Beason.) John a n d
Elizabeth (Frazier) Phillips’ residence is next do o r to t h e hotel.A s w e w a l k west, w e a p p r o a c h the first br ick house i n
Scottsboro. I t s builders, Martin and Nancy (Cowan) Conley sold
this property to t h e county, a n d it was u s e d as Probate Judge
David M. Tate’s office from 1868 un t i l t h e n e w cour t house w a scomp le ted in 1871. (Th is building became a p a r t o f t h e Heritage
Center c o m p l e x in 1986 a n d Is known as “ the l i t t le court house.”)

The house below Judge Tate’s office is t h e home of Dr. James
Buchanan. The g o t h i c windows a n d gingerbread tr im add to thecharm of Granny Buchanan’s house. John B. Tal ly and h is family
l ive next door to t h e Buchanans, a n d James Armstrong lives near
the e n d of th is block. Mr. Armstrong is another fine newspaper
editor a n d keeps h is readers informed of t h e b
being made In o u r bustling l i t t le town. uilding progress

Chestnut Street is one block nor th of Main Street, a n d many of ,
Scottsboro’s “first families” chose to build on Chestnut Street.
Alex a n d Sue (Caldwell) Snodgrass a n d the i r talented daughters,
Elizabeth a n d Lexie, l ive in t h e b i g house w i t h
s ide veranda located on t h e comer of Chestnut h e w i d e front a n d

t a n d RailroadStreet. For a time, Dr. W. H. Payne lived diagonally across t h e
street f rom them, bu t he so ld h i s house to Frederick A m . Ont h e
oppos i t e comer o f Chestnut a n d Railroad Street, we find the
home of t h ew idow Elizabeth Barron a n d h e r sons, Meredith
Barron, J r . a n d Thomas Baron. James Lockard’s residence is
next door to t h e Barron home. Benjamin Snodgrass buil t a house
j u s t below t h e Lockard p lace . Our t ime has run out, a n d we never
made it to t h e Scott Academy at the e n d of Railroad Street.
Perhaps we can continue our strol l another da
jo in me. 8
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SPANISHAMERICANWARVETERANS FROMJACKSONCOUNTY

2NDALABAMA Volunteer Infantry.Company I Jackson Co.Volunteers

Officers: Beech,Charles Q., Capt. - Scottsboro,Alabama
Bouldon,Gideon P., 1st L t . - Hollywood,Alabama
Campbell, James R.,2nd L t . - Scottsboro,Alabama

Sergeants: Skelton,James M., 1stSgt. - Scottsboro,Alabama
McGan,AlfredW., Quartermaster Sgt. - Cullman,Alabama
Cotton,John E.- Larkinsville,Alabama
Harris,Robert K. - Scottsboro,Alabama
Harris,WilliamE. - Larkinsville,Alabama
Larkin,WilliamR.- Larkinsville,Alabama

Corporals:

Arn, Frederick - Scottsboro,Alabama
Coffey, Charles R. - Wannville,Alabama
Green,Walter D.- Larkins,Alabama
HumphreyJr.,Thomas I. - Cullman,Alabama
Keeton,WilliamD. - Tupelo,Mississippi.
Porter,Rufus S.- Stevenson,Alabama

Artificer: Gentle,William - Larkinsville,Alabama

Musician: Kennamer,Elmore- KennamerGrove,Alabama

Wagoner: Smith,RichardH. - Stevenson,Alabama

Privates:

Ashley, Joseph - Larkinsville,Alabama
Askin,WilliamB. - Scottsboro,Alabama
Blessing,William F. - PaintRock,Alabama
Bouldin,Virgil - Scottsboro,Alabama
Bynum,CharlesW.
Cason, John B.
Coe,CharlesW. - Nat,Alabama
Coffey,James D.- Limrock,Alabama
Coley,EdwardJ. - Sauta,Alabama



SPANISHAMERICANWARVETERANS FROMJACKSON COUNTY, AL

Commings, Joseph L. - Kirby’s Creek,Alabama
Cotton, Jerry B. - Larkinsville,Alabama
Cox,WilliamK. - Hanceville,Alabama
Cruse,RobertH.
Davis,Oscar H. - Cincinnati,Ohio.
Deerre,John B. - Cullman,Alabama
Erwin,Joseph C. - PaintRock,Alabama
Fehler,John - Cullman,Alabama
Gaines, John - Larkinsville,Alabama
Gladden,James W.
Gober, Isaac - Joppa, Alabama
Gold, SolomonW. - Larkinsville,Alabama Diedwhile in service.
Goodman,WilliamE.
Gormeley, Lawrence - Paint Rock,Alabama
Green, Thomas L. - Princeton,Alabama ‘
Gudenrath,Harry L. - PaintRock,Alabama
Gullatt, John A. - Scottsboro,Alabama
Hall,Walter - Holly Tree, Alabama
Hamilton,WilliamO.
Hanckins,James M.
Hancock,James M. - Scottsboro,Alabama
Hays,Luther - Cullman,Alabama
Hendren,SterlingP.
Herrin,Charles E. - Cullman,Alabama
Hicks,James M.P. - Scottsboro,Alabama Diedwhile in service.
Hill,Wiley F. - PaintRock,Alabama Discharged.
Hoffman,RalphL. - PaintRock,Alabama

Hollis,ElijahDozier,Scottsboro,Alabama
Holloway,EdwardY. - Index,Alabama Discharged.
Johnson, HerschelV. - Stevenson,Alabama
Jordan, Andrew J. - Scottsboro,Alabama Discharged.
King,WilliamW. ‐ Cullman,Alabama
Lackey,Rice - Kyle’s Springs,Alabama
Lewis,John
Lusk,GeorgeW. - Tupelo,Mississippi.
Matthews,Andrew J. - Hollywood,Alabama
McCormack,BenjaminT.
McCutcheon,HarveyB.- Larkinsville,Alabama Diedwhile in service.
Meade,LemuelG. - PaintRock,Alabama
Moreland,Thomas M.
Morris,DavidA.
.Morris,James B. - Scottsboro,Alabama 10
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SPANISHAMERICANWARVETERANS FROMJACKSONCOUNTY,AL

Nash,Jackson - PaintRock,Alabama
Owens,Albert - Fackler,,Alabama

Parks,Anson B, Scottsboro,Alabama
Potter,DavidW. - Larkinsville,Alabama
Precise,James A. - Scottsboro,Alabama
Precise,RobertT. Scottsboro,Alabama
Proctor,Jesse A. - Larkinsville,Alabama
Robertson,FelixM. - Larkinsville,Alabama
Robinson,John R. - Scottsboro,Alabama
Ross,James A. - Nat,Alabama
Selby,BartonB.- Larkinsville,Alabama
Selby,Walter C.- Larkinsville,Alabama
Sherman,Dock - Trenton,Alabama
Sisk,ErskinM. - Scottsboro,Alabama
Sloan,Tyson M. - PaintRock,Alabama
Thrower, James M.
Vickers, John H. - Kirby’s Creek,Alabama Discharged.
Warren,Allie G.
Warren, Thomas L. - Hollywood,Alabama
Wilson, John C. - Scottsboro,Alabama

Company B, 2"d Alabama,Miles A. Moody,Wagoner, Scottstoro,Alabama

Company D, 2"dAlabama,WilliamH. Murtishaw,Scottsboro,

2"d Alabama Field and Staff,W. LeeMatthews,Private,Scottsboro,Alabama

15‘Alabama Volunteer Infantry,Fieldand Staff,LawrenceE.Brown,Battalion
Adjutant, Scottsboro,Alabama

1StAlabama Volunteer Infantry,Company F, Charles H. Stewart, PaintRock

1St Alabama Volunteer Infantry,Company F, Joseph Stewart, PaintRock

The following men served in the African-American 3rd Alabama, in Company C:
RobertConnolly,Scottsboro,Alabama, John Edmondson,Aaron Martin,David
Massie,HoraceMatthews,Archie McDonald,Matthew Snodgrass,William
Sturdivant,HartToney,WilliamToney, andRobertWord.
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THOMAS HOUSE
By Pat ty Woodal l

In 1897 John A. Thomas bought ten acres from
the StevensonLandand ImprovementCompany.
Hiswife,Harriett(Russell)Thomas selectedfrom
a picture the pattern for the house from a
company in Chattanooga, TN. Thematerials for
the house were pre-cut and were shipped from
Chattanooga on a SouthernRailway freight car.
Ed Hill and his brothers were carpenters and
erected the house. The exterior walls were lap
sidingmadeof yellow popular aswere the rafiers

, . _ f , and floor joists. The floors and wainscoating
homasHouse - early 1900's - i I i i ..V ' were fromheart OfPine'

In April 1898,JohnA. Thomas movedhis family
consistingof awife andninechildren intohisnewlybuilthouse. Theyoungest son,Russell,was born
there later in that same year. In the mid 1930'sRussellbought the house from his father and lived
there until hedied in 1994. Russell’swidow, Rubye (Troxell) Thomas still lives in the house.

The house had four rooms and two halls oneach floor of the two-storied L-shapedstructure. Front
porches with gingerbread trim were on both the upper and lower level. A coal or wood burning
fireplace was in each room. Originally, the house was painted white with green shutters with a
wood-shingle roof.

The house retains much of its original style;
however, severalexterior and interior changes
have beenmade. The shutters were removed
in the late 1930's. A metal shingle roof
replaced the wood shingle in the late 1930's
and that was replacedby amodernmetal roof
in 2004. In the early 1950's the house was
painted brown with white trim. The picket
fence was replacedby achain link fence in the
late 1980's and a few years later the
gingerbread trimon the porches was replaced
with plain bannisters. Bathrooms have been
added on each level. A laundry room and a
small sitting roomhave also beenadded. Centralheat and air units havebeen installed.

.3_ - - . ‘ . ' - . . 'SJ
homs ouse - during a snow storm in late 1980's

12
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JACKSON COUNTY‘HIST‘ORICAL ASSOCIATION VVILL MEET
I SUNDAY, October 29,2:00 p.m. Join Program Vice President Ien

Stewart as she presents Ruby Thomas and the Jackson County Dulcimer
Players who .will'make the history and music of the Appalachian dulci‑
mer come alivelat the.Stevenson park amphitheater. In case o f ra in or
cold weather, we will meet at the Stevenson Cumberland Presbyterian
Church.
DRIVING DIRECTIONSfrom Scottsboro: Park and Amphitheater: Exit
U S ; 72 at the AL Hwy I I7 ramp. Turn left. The park is the first "road to the
.left off Hwy I I7. The amphitheater is across the road from the park play‑
ground equipment. CP CHURCH: Take same exit off US 72. Follow I I7 into
Stevenson. When you cross the railroad t racksIn “beautiful historic down‑
town Stevenson,” t u r n right on Main Street and follow it until you see the CP
Church sign. Turn lef t there. The fellowship hal l 'ISin the back.

W ‘ E D I I O .  R
Ann; g i m m e ;
5.3.5 _a_e§3rb’ Lane

mm Al.1 5 m
Email; '

‘ a n m c g
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PLEASE |NCLUDE9DIGIT
ZIP CODE with your ANNUALDUES: $20.00 (dueJan I)
membership-renewal. lF Senior Citizen»Annual Dues‐$l5.00
YOU-R ADDRESS CHANGES. LIFE MEMBERSHIP $|5000 Jackson Cou’nly HisIorical Association

please ”OtifY'the'lCHA to Please mail yourccheck ‘03 Post Office Box If,”
assure-continuity inl-mailings. JCHA TREASURER Scollsburo. AL35as

P.O. Box.l494. Scottsboro. AL 35768



HISTORYOFUNIONCEMETERY (Woodvllle) PUBLISHED
Pre-order y o u r copy of His tory of Union Cemetery, Woodville,
Alabama, 1834-2005,by t h e l a t e Joann Thomas Elkin. In
addit ion to cemetery history, y o u w i l l find biographies and
pictures of many ear ly and recentWoodviIIe-area residents.
Hard back book w i t h 470 pages on good paper. $50 pe r copy or
$60 if mailed. Cal l Sue McLaughlin at 256-837-2221; 256-520‑
8056; o r emai l sm c l a u g t h i w a a yme t Delivery around 1 Nov 2006.
JCHA members Sue McLaughlin and Pat tyWoodall have worked
tirelessly to g e t Mrs. Elkin’s ma te r i a l ready f o r pub l i ca t i on and br ing
this pro jec t to fruition.

ANCESTOR SEARCHING IN JACKSON COUNTY,ALABAMA
LORETI'A J. FOWLER,3191 HILL ROSEDRIVE, LOSALAMITOS, CA
90720-5223, Is searching f o r burial s i te of GeorgeWalker w h o marr ied
Elizabeth (Betsy)Wagner on February 18, 1840, In Franklin County, TN.
The 1850Jackson County, AL, census shows GeorgeWalker in t he
Jackson County Ja i l in Bellefonte ( I n 1848,George k i l led h is brother,
William Walker, f o r helping George’s w i f e leave an abusive domestic
situation.) The 1850 Franklin County, TN census shows Elizabeth
(Betsy)Wagner Walker In the household of her mother (DiceyWagner)
along w i t h Elizabeth and George’s three children: James, Mary and
David SolomonWalker. The 1860 Franklin County, TN census shows
James and MaryWalker in t he household of the i r Uncle James Wagner.
DiceyWagner was also l iving w i t h James Wagner In 1860. Had
Elizabeth (Betsy)Wagner Walker died before t h e 1860 census? George
Walker d ied In j a i l on October 31, 1862. WHERE ARE GEORGE AND
ELIZABETH (WAGNER)WALKER BURIED?

CAROLYN PETERSON, 227 E.WATERFORD AVE, FRESNO,CA 93720‑
4643, emai l : corks tembcgloba lmet , is researching t h e JAMES and
Catherine (Troxell) FARRIS fami ly w h o l ived near Stevenson, 1820‑
1840. Their sons David,William, and George Farris remained in
Jackson County. George probably died In t he 1850s. William married
Sarah A. (Tally) Buckner on Feb 27, 1853,and he died In August 1870.
David Farris died October 12, 1905. Can someone help Carolynw i t h
obituaries f o r William and David Farris?

JEANETTE TUCKER, 177WALKER RIDGE RD, B IG ROCK, TN 37023,
needs in fo on John Mark Neal w h o died short ly before 1900. 2



CivilWar Encampment in Scottsboro, AL, the Twelfth Indiana,
FederalArmy

SOURCE: WARSAWDAILYTIMES,Warsaw, Indiana,Sept 12,1903

I have already spoken of the winter spent at Scottsboro asone of the
pleasantest of the career of the Twelfth during the entire service, and I
havemet at least three surviving veterans who spent that winter there,
each of whom corroborated the statement, since it has beenmade and
each of them referred to many camp incidents of apleasant nature that
occurred there. It was at Scottsborowespent what was knownhere in
the North as"the coldNewYear" -January 1,1864-andwhile wewere
"away down in Alabama," yet the weather even there had a tingle to it
that in asmall degree indicated that something had occurred up North
fromwhich we would hear ere longand sure enough, every letter
receivedby members of the regiment a few days thereafter was filled
with accounts of and descriptions of the "coldNewYear," and the
tendency of the correspondence was to make the men contented with a
regionwhere the mercury was never known to drop from comparatively
warm to 28 degrees below zero in a single night! At any rate,while the
groundwas slightly frozen in NorthernAlabama, I heardmany men
declare they were glad that they were absent from homewhen a
thermometer had no better use for itself than to record such a rapid
change of temperature. Aside from the weather the menwere havinga
very pleasant time. Every day visitors from other regiments and citizens
from the Northwho hadcome down to see sons, husbands, fathers and
brothers,came to see the beautiful camp that the men of the Twelfth
had constructed, the reputation of which extended far andwide.
Besides, rationswere plentiful and every man had a l l and more than he
could eat; the health of the menwas extremely good, much of it owing to
the cleanliness of the camp,which was in wonderful contrast with the
one at GrandJunction,where somany of the members of the regiment
succumbed to the beckon of the grim destroyer,many of the deaths
causedwholly from the lay of the ground and the uncleanliness of the
camp.Every day the regimentwent through battalion dri l l and finally
became almost amachine that could bedoubled up on itselfand in an
instant spread out in line of battle, changing at double-quick all the
time, to the four points of the compass, firing and reloadingand
performingasmany aseight different and distinct battalionmovements,
includingforming and reducingsquare, before coming to a 3



CivilWar Encampment in Scottsboro,AL (Continued)

halt, in that open field across the railroad from the camp that al l "the
boys" will remember,witnessed asit was every day by hundreds of k
spectators, the bandhavinga stand built in the edge of timber and
furnishing "double-quick" music for every movement made.

I amconfident that every memberwho reads this particular reference to the camp
at Scottsborowill be carried back by these few references to the drill, of the
regiment at that time most vividly.

Then, too,we hadamusements of many kinds. I remember one morning a=Snow~
balling in which the men drew off and took sides, and althoughwewere sofar down
South that one would hardly suppose it possible to have a game of that kind,yet
such was the case, the snow being in a splendidly good condition.Howmany, I
wonder,wil l remember that the game came very near ending seriously andwould
havedone so,had I not beenwatching it very carefully. As the game progressed the
men grew warm in the work; it becamea charge from one side only to be driven
back again by the other, and I could see frommy standpoint that the hotheadedon
each side were rapidly losing their tempers andpresently insteadof snow balls it
was stones that were used asmissiles,and after a few hadbeen hurt onboth sides,
there was a rush of the contestants for their guns, and for a moment, I had all I
could do to bringorder out of the chaos that followed the stone throwing. Discipline,
however,prevailed, and obedience to orders soon restored the men to their every
day selves. I have often thought that it was fortunate that I happened to beat about V
the right place in camp to stop the on-rush of the men for their guns, for every one
of themwere worked up to such an angry mood that hadbut one gun been fired, the
result might have caused some uglywounds. Likeall such affairs, the menwere
somewhat ashamed of themselves after it was all over. Duringthewinter of
1863-1864,the troops stationed at Scottsboro becamequite intimate
with al l the people in the country for several miles around, and on
Sundays quite a number of citizens made it a point to visit the camps of
the various regiments; sothat after the war was over several soldiers
kept up a correspondencewith peoplewhose acquaintance they made
during that long,but very pleasantwinter, and I know of one, at least,
who went back there after thewar, andmarried the gir l hecourted
during our stay there.

QUESTION: Does anyone knowwhere th l s c amp was
located In Scottsboro? Was It located In w h a t wa s
once local ly known as HughOt ls Bynum’s pasturej u s t
West of Mountaln Street? 4



RUSSELL's 4“I Alabama, Co. " E " (Jackson County) (CSA)

Officers:
GRAHAM, Flavious Joseph, Cap t . ( transferred f rom 7 t h AL Infantry; wounded,
Atlanta)
McMAHAN, T. E., 1 s t L t .
TAYLOR, C. C. R., 2nd L t .
McMAHAN, S. H., 3 r d Lt. , 2 n d L t .
BAKER, G. W., 1 s t Sg t .
GRIFFIN, P. G., 1 s t S g t .
HINDS, S. A., S g t .
JAMES, M. P. , S g t .
LAWSON, M. L., S g t .
McMAHAN, John M., Sgt . ;
OSBORN, W. 8., 5 t h S g t .
TRUE, J. W., Sg t .
AUSTIN, D. C., Cpl .
BROU, H. G., Cp l .
HAUK, John, 3 r d Cpl., 3 r d S g t .
HEMBREE, I. N., 3 r d Cp l .
JAMES, W. L., Cp l .
KELSAW/KELSOE/KELSO, James, Cpl .
SIMS, Martin, 4 th Cpl., 5 t h Sg t .
WALKER, J. T. , Cpl., Sg t .

Privates:
ANDERSON, Shade
AUSTIN, S. B.
BAKER, I. C.
BARIER, F. M., Blacksmith
BLACKWELL, J. E.
BLASINGAME, Howard
BURROW, J. P.
BRIDGES, James D.
BRIDGES, W. M.
CAMERON, Hugh, Bug le r
CAMERON, W. J . , Blacksmith
CLUCK, Andrew
COTNAM, T. S.
CRAWFORD, John R.
DODSON, William
DORR, James
HALEY, P. H.
EDWARD, Arbony
FAGG, 7? Louis?? 5



RUSSELL’S 4."I Alabama, Company E (Continued:
Privates: a
GILLILAND, J. E.
GlN/GINN, Wil l iam
GRAHAM, Mike
GRAHAM, W. T.
HALL, Harman G.
HALL, Thomas
HATFIELD, 7 7
HEMBREE, B. F.
HENDERSON, J o h n
HENDERSON, Wil l iam
HORNBEAK, W. R.
JAMES, J. B.
JENKINS, J o h n M., Farr ier
JONES, Bradley C. [ M a r c h 1839-Dec 1920] (bur ial : Bonaventure Cemetery,
Jackson Co., A L )
JONES, J. C.
JONES, John
JONES, William B. (a lso in Co. "A “ )
JOYNER, G. W.
KENEDY, W. J.
KIRKPATRICK, R. F.
LAMBERT, W. H.
LARKIN, J. H.
LILLY, G. G.
McMAHAN, W. J.
McBRAYER, Thomas Jefferson [19 Jan 1841-14 March 1921] (burial: McBryar
Family Cemetery, Jackson Co., AL, p e r Stan Wigley)
MIDDLETON, John R.
MITCHEL, D. F.
MITCHEL, K. F.
OSBORN, L. W.
OWEN, W. C.
PARKER, F. D.
PARKER, John H.
PAYNE, James
PEAK, Richargi
PENINGTON, J. N.
PERRY, Holeman
PRICE, A. J.
PRICE, T. B.
RIDGE, F. M.
RIDGE, J. W.
RIGGLE, J. M. 6



RUSSELL’S 4‘“ Alabama Cavalry, Company E (Continued)
Privates:
RUSSEL, J. C.
RUSSELL, J. L. D.
SELBY, James O.
SELBY, Samuel
SELBY, T. J.
SELBY, W. D.
SHOBCART/ ?SHUBERT, A. P.
SHOCK, James P.
SHOCK, J. N.
SHOCK, J. W. (a l so in Co. "A " )
SHOCK, R. D.
SIMS, John
SISK, Albert
SMITH, Seaborn
SCLCER, Samuel
STAPLES, David (a lso in Co. "A" )
SWINFCRD, Ezekiel
TAYLOR, T. A. H.
THOMPSON, M.
UPSHAW, Adkins
WALKER, William
WALLACE, R. M.
WASHINGTON, J. L.
WILBANKS, L. P.
WILBANKS, W. R. S.
WILLIAMS, George W.
WILLIAMS, J. S.
WOOSLEY, B. M.

RUSSELL’S 4¢hAIabama Cavalry, Company. G (Madison &Jackson Co)
Officers:
SMITH, Henry G., Cap t .
BROWN, John L., 1s t L t .
LAW, Isham W., 2 n d L t .
BUTLER, George W., 3 r d Lt., 2nd L t .
McKINNEY, Henry H., Sgt . ; 1 s t S g t .
RCDEN, Lee, 1 s t Sgt . ;
BAKER, A. I., Sgt .
BIRDSCNG, Thomas L., Sg t . (also in Co. " 3 " )
COLEMAN, John C., Sg t .
LAW, James R., Sg t .

- BARRON, Noe l M., Cpl., Sg t . (a lso in Co. “ 3 ” )
GANT, Jasper N., 3 r d Cpl . 7



RUSSELL’S 4‘“ A labama Cava l ry, C o m p a n y C (Contlnued)
Officers (continued):
HAWK, J o s e p h E., 4 t h C p l .
CHANDLER, Francis M., Cp l . (also in Co. “ 3 " )
WEBB, Meredith W., Cpl. , Sg t .
PENDERGRASS, Caleb J., 2nd Cpl., 1s t Cpl.
WELLBORN, Wil l iam Stames, Cpl . [ 2 6 June 1826, Jackson Co., AL-28 June
1867]
(also in Co. "B"; married: Elizabeth Reynolds,Sept 28, 1856; bur ia l : Boyd
Cemetery, Jackson Co., AL

Privates:
ADKINS, Char les W.
ATCHLEY, J a m e s J.
ATCHLEY, J o h n A.
ATCHLEY, J o h n H.
BAILEY, Eleazar [ 2 4 Augus t 1839-7 Apr i l 1883] (burial: Haney's Chape l
Cemetery, Marshal l Co., AL )
BALDRIDGE, Wi l l iam A.
BAXTER, Stephen B.
BAXTER, Wi l l iam B.
BEADLES, Benjamin
BENSON, So lomon
BERRY, John M.
BEVEL, James B.
BOHANNAN, J a m e s V.
BOHANNON, Ozah
BOSHART, Chr istopher C.
BOSHART, Wil l iam B.
BOYD, I.
BRANDON, Richard
BRISBY, Dera l l
BUNN, Hen ry
BUTLER, J o h n
BYNUM, Robe r t H u g h
CAMPBELL, Wi l l i am M.
CAMERON, Mered i th B.
CLARK, John ‑
COOPER, J. K. P.
CUNNINGHAM, Har ry
DAVIS, Gi lbert
DAVIS, J o h n B.
DERRICK, David A.

' DERRICK, N a t h a n H.
DERRICK, Wi l l i am W. 8



RUSSELL’S 4"I Alabama Cavalry, Company G (Continued)
Privates (Continued):
DICKEY, Charles C.
DICKEY, William G.
DUDLEY, Baxtor
DULANEY, John
ELLIS, James
ELLIS, W. A.
EVANS, Thomas J.
FLETCHER, Wil l iam J.
FLOWERS, I. W.
GILBREATH, Joseph
HILL, J. T.
HILL, J. W.
HILLIAN, James B.
HILLIAN, James W.
HOLLY, A s a B.
HOWARD, James P.
HOWARD, Wil l iam C.
HOWK/HAWK, James
IVY, M.
JAMES, Wil l iam J.
JOHNSON, C. H.
JOHNSON, Montgomery
JOHNSON, Sam
KENNEMORE/KENNAMER, Annanis
KERR, M. E.
KILE, J o h n W.
KILLINGSWORTH, Sampson
KIRBY, James P.
KIRBY, John Mi l le r [4 Augus t 1835, Jackso . o AL-24 October 1905] (son of
R.L. K i rby, s r . a n d Elizabeth Gross; bur ia l : Memetery,Jackson Co., AL)
KIRBY, Richard Lawrence [ 1 9 M a y 1844, Jackson Co.,AL-29 A p r i l 1865] (son
R. L. K i rby, S r. a n d Elizabeth Gross; KIA, near Woodville, AL; bur ia l : K i r b y
Cemetery, Jackson Co., AL)
LAW, Francis M.
LAW, Wil l iam
LING, J. H.
LUCAS, J. D.
LYON, O. M.
MANNING, Wil l iam T.
MAPLES, James
MARTIN, L. B.
MATTHEWS, James
McFARLANE, Wi l l iam W. 9



RUSSELL’S 4‘“ Alabama Cavalry, Company C
Privates (Continued):
McKinlin/McKinley, Calv in
Middleton, J o h n B.
M O O D Y, J o t h .
MOODY, Wil l iam H.
MURRY,P.T.
NASH,A.S.
OZMENT, Thomas J.
PARKS, Lorenzo D.
PEARCE,T.B.
PETERS, James
PETTY3VlIu
PHILLIPS, Samuel
PHILLIPS, Seebe
PINKSTON, D. K.
PROCTOR, Wil l iam
PROVENCE, J a m e s K.
ROACH,G.H.
ROACH,T.A.B.
RODEN, Fe l lx M.
ROMANS,SflasJ.
ROMANS, William
RUSSELL, Wi l l iam C.
SCOTT, James B.
SCOTT, Walter
SIMES, S.
SIMMS, John J.
SIMMS, Thomas
SIMMS, William
SMELSER, Albert C.
SMELSER, J a m e s
SMELSER,John
SMITH, G. M.
SMITH, Henry
SMITH, Wil l iam
STARKEY,Jesse
STEPHENSON, Wil l iam
‘STEVENSON,Ban
STEWARDISTEWART, Thomas F.
SUBLETT, Wil l iam S.
SWAFFORD, Wi l l iam W.
TARRANCE, M. J.
TATE, Jefferson
'THOMAS, James M. 10

(Continued



RUSSELL’S 4*" Alabama Cavalry, Company G (Continued)
Privates (Continued)
TOON, William H.
TURNER, Lewis
VAUGHT, HiramW.
VAUGHT, James L.
VAUGHT, William
WARNACH, A.
WELLBORN/WILBORN, George Washington [9 June 1839, Langston, AL-3 Feb
1925, E l k C i t y, OK ] (marr ied: Anthy l ine Elizabeth Romans, 1856)
WELLBORN/WILBORN, James Lafayet te [ 1 2 Oc t 1831, Langston, AL-2 O c t
1897, Langston, AL ] (married: Malinda Harrison, J an 20, 1853)
WHILIKERIWhitaker, N.
WHITLOCK, James
WOODALL, Salathiel,
WORD, Pressley C.
WRIGHT, James W.
WRIGHT, Zacharia J.

4th Alabama (Russell's) Cavalry Regiment

4th Alabama Cavalry Regimentwas formed atMurfreesboro,TN in December 1862
by aconsolidation of four companies fromNathanB. Forrest's Old Tennessee
Cavalry Regiment, and six companies from the 4th Alabama Battalion. (Recruits
were from Cherokee,Jackson, Lawrence,Madison,Marshall,Monroe, and Wilcox
Counties). Forrest's old companies hadbeenwith him for 15months and had fought
at FortDonelson,Shiloh, and many other engagements. Shortly after its
organization, the regimentwas sent with Forrest on a raid into west Tennessee,
fighting in the battles of Lexington,Trenton, and Jackson. It also served in John T.
Morgan's andWilliamWirt Allen's brigades, at Parker's Cross Roads and at
Chickamauga. It also was in the Knoxville andDalton-Atlanta campaigns. Later it
skirmished in the TennesseeValley and served under General James R. Chalmers in
Alabama. After the Battle of Nashville, the 4th was assigned to Forrest's Corps and
was included in the surrender on 4 May 1865.Col. A. A. Russellwas twice wounded
and was early placed in command of a brigade, thus the regiment was under the
command of L t .Col. JosephM. Hambrick.

Fieldand staffofficers: Col.Alfred A. Russell (JacksonCounty; wounded, twice); L t . Col.
JosephM. Hambrick (MadisonCounty; wounded, Calhoun,GA); Major F. M. Taylor
(MadisonCounty); and Adjutant Harry F. Christian (Madison)

. Company “ E ” and Company “ G ” were from Jackson County,Alabama.

. Co. “ E ” was commanded by Captain Flavius J. Graham (wounded near
Atlanta), and Co. " G " was commanded by Henry F. Smith (wounded).

o 11



Reminisences of CSA Li fe by JACKSON COUNTY NATIVE: A. B. FOSTER
l e t t e r publ ished in CONFEDERATE VETERAN, Vo l . 10, No 2, F e b 1902

“ I t is t h e pr ide of my l i f e to read a f t e r so m a n y of our o l d soldiers ( i n t h e
CONFEDERATE VETERAN.) I w a s in C a m p Chase, Ohio, f r o m J u l y 5, “ V ’

1864, to March 14, 1865. Whi le some of us a r e l i v i ng , thousands of
soldiers starved to death. We were on t h e br ink of starvation f o r s i x
months before we g o t out to Dixie, retaliated upon f o r t h e pr isoners at
Andersonville, GA. Th is f ac t was read to us on dress parade abou t t h e
fi r s t o f September 1864.
I jo ined t h e (CSA) a r m y in 1862, w h e n Buell ’s a r m y invaded Nor th
Alabama, a n d we w e r e u n d e r (General Nathan B.) Forrest around
Murfreesboro and Nashville in t h e fa l l of 1862. Our h o r s e s were
captured at L a v e r g n e (TN) w h e r e we dismounted to m a k e a fi g h t .
Our command w a s in eve ry general engagement f r o m Murfreesboro to
Peach Tr e e Creek, a n d b a c k to Nashvi l le, under B r a g g , Johns ton , and
Hood.
I am a na t i ve o f Tennessee , and my parents (Thomas Boyd Foster and
Eleanor (Cowan) Foster) w e r e raised in Jackson Co, AL. I served in t h e
F i rs t Alabama Bat ta l ion , C o m p a n y A, and we w e r e attached to t h e 33"
Alabama Regiment, Co l . Adams command ing , Lowry ’s B r i gade o f
Cleburn’s Division.
There were fi v e (Foster) bro thers of us in t h a t Tennessee and
Mississ ippi a rmy, t w o of w h o m are ye t l i v i ng . L t . T. T. Foster, w h o w a s
captured and taken to Johnson’s Island and stayed unt i l t h e c lose of
t h e war, i s s t i l l l i v i n g i n S t e v e n s o n , AL . M y brother, Wm. M . Foster, w a s V '
i ns tan t l y k i l l ed on t h e breastworks near Pumpklnvine Creek, a n d l and
another b o y bur ied h i m a f t e r dark near an o l d l o g cab in by a board l i gh t .
We s t u c k up a board at h i s head, m a r k i n g h i s name u p o n i t . My brother,
L t . S. C. Foster, w a s wounded in t h e k n e e in a desperate c a v a l r y
c h a r g e . H e w a s taken t o Atlanta and died before t h e armies go t
there............ Ma jo r John Gibson and L t . Hugh P. Caperton were bo th
m o r t a l l y wounded o n S u n d a y m o r n i n g ,S e p t 20, 1863 (dur ing t h e Bat t le
of  Chickamauga).
Th ree years a g o I w a s back I n C h a t t a n o o g a and looked a t t h e o ld
M i s s i o n a r y R i d g e a n d Lookout Mountain battlefields w h e r e I w a s in
bat t le. I w a s a lso d o w n in Jackson C o u n t y w h e r e I s h o t at my fi r s t
man in D r. (Will iam Bonaparte) Mason’s l a n e (Mason h o m e w a s
destroyed by Feds.) T h e m a n (I sho t a t ) w a s a bushwhacker in 1862,
and I w a s de fend ing my father ’s home....when t h e y m a d e it too h o t f o r
me , I skipped out a n d joined t h e regular a r m y.
I came to (Comanche County) Te x a s in 1875. I w a s sher i ff of
Comanche C o u n t y e i g h t years and deputy sheri ff t w o years, AND
I never arrested an o ld Confederate soldier nor t h e son of one d u r m

th is time.” Signed: Andrew B. Foster 12



[RENEWMEMBERSHIP JANUARY 1

BOOKS FOR SAL =
FIGHTINGTHE JUST WAR: MILITARY EXPERIENCESOF JACKSON
COUNTY,ALABAMA, RESIDENTS IN WORLDWAR II , publ ished jointly by
the author, Dr. Ronald H. Dykes, and the JCHA. The p r l ce of the book
ls $27.50 by mail, or It may be purchased at the Scottsboro and
Woodville libraries or t h e Scottsboro-Jackson County Heritage Center
f o r $24.95. Mall check ($27.50) payable to JCHA World War II Book
Account, P. O. Bo x 1494,Scottsboro, AL 35768-1494.

THE HISTORYOFJACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, by John R.
Kennamer, 1935 edition, repub l ished by t he JCHA. The p r i c e of t he
book ls $23 .00 by ma i l or It may be pu rchased at t h e Scottsboro‑
Jackson County Heritage Center f o r $20.00. Mail check ($23.00)
payab le to JCHA to JCHA HISTORYBOOK, P. O. Box 1494, Scottsboro,
AL, 35768-1494.

MEMBERSHIP DUES NEWORRENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES $20.00
Senior Citizen (65 or older) $15.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP $150.00

The membership yea r begins January 1. Any dues recelved before
October 1 w i l l be f o r t he current year. Dues received af te r October 1
w i l l accrue to the following year. Members in good standing w i l l
receive the JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES quarter ly in January,
April, Ju ly, a nd October.
JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICALASSOCIATION
P. 0. BOX 1494
SCOTI'SBORO,AL 35768-1494
Please prov lde :
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY ' STATE *ZIP CODE

*Please prov ide 9-dlglt z i p code.
IF PAID 2006 does not appear on your current mail ing
label, PLEASE forward your check to JCHA Treasurer.
Please remember to send change of address to JCHA.


