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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION WILL MEET SUNDAY,JANUARY

25, 2004, 2:00 p.m., COURT HOUSE LAWN, in SCOTTSBORO A ripple which began

on March 25, l93l, in Jackson County, Alabama, will culminate in the unveiling of an

historic marker to commemora te the Scottsboro Boys trials which resulted in t w o U. 5 .

Supreme Court decisions and a monumental contribution to the early struggle for civil

rights in America. (Please read pages 2-6 of CHRONICLES for in-depth essay.)

The historic marker isajoint effort of theJackson County Historical Association. the

Jackson County Bar Association, and the Scottsboro-Jackson County Chamber of

Commerce. Drenda King, immediate past president of the JCHA, stated : “We want to

show how much change has taken place in Scottsboro since March 25, |93l."

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP? JANUARY IS PAY YOUR DUES

MONTH. Please check y o u r current mailing label. I f label does n o t show PAID

2004, please mail your annual dues in the amount of $l0.00 to Treasurer, JCHA,

P. O. B'OXo I494, Scottsboro, AL 35768. Please include your 9-digit zip code.

Paul.-FhsmH-ni s ! ! !
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RIPPLES OF MARCH 25, 1931
By Ann B. Chambless

Winston Churchill wrote: “Great batt les change t h e entire course of
human events.” Al l great batt les are not fought on battlefields w i t h
conventional weaponry. S o m e a r e fough t in court rooms, on t h e street,
and in t h e med ia and c a n w a s h up on us l o n g a f te r t h e ba t t l e i s over.
Such is t h e case of t h e events triggered by a 2:00 p.m. f re ight t ra in
s top in Paint Rock, Alabama, on March 25, 1931.

The r ipples of March 25, 1931, b e g a n in a b o x c a r on a t ra in headed
west th rough Nor th Alabama. T h e fi r s t ac t i on involved a scuffle and
w o r d b a t t l e b e t w e e n a r a c i a l l y mixed group o f hoboes w h o w e r e a l l
s t e a l i n g a r i d e i n a n a t tempt t o surv ive poverty d u r i n g t h e G r e a t
Depression. T h e second r i p p l e occurred in S t e v e n s o n , A labama, w h e n
o n e of t h e w h i t e b o y s s o u g h t revenge by compla in ing of mistreatment
by t h e B l a c k b o y s . O n e te legraph message f r o m t h e S tevenson depo t
agent set a bat t le fo r c iv i l r igh ts in motion and changed t h e l i ves of
millions.

Your editor labels it i rony: At a Sunday afternoon mee t ing of t h e
Jackson County Historical Association in Stevenson, Alabama, Dr. Ron
Dykes Was bold enough to suggestJackson County and our historical
association should capital ize on t h e ongoing interest in t h e Scottsboro
Boys and t h e manner in wh ich the i r t r ia ls changed t h e course of c iv i l
r igh ts in America. A f t e r he spoke, t h e s i lence w a s obvious, BUT t h e
seed w a s planted in fer t i le soi l . JCHA President Drenda K i n g soon

~appointed a committee to draf t w o r d i n g for an historic marker to be
placed on t h e Jackson C o u n t y Cour t House l a w n . L i k e PaulHarvey’s
“ t h e rest of”t h e s tory, ” a seventy-plus year jou rney w i l l culminate in
t h e January 25, 2004, u n v e i l i n g o f a n histor ic marker d e n o t i n g t h e
trials, retrials, t w o landmark U. S. Supreme Court decisions, a
cont roversy w h i c h lasted more than a decade and resulted in eleven
trials, and a monumental contribution to t h e ear ly struggle fo r civi l
r ights in"America.

The Scot tsboro Boys t r ia ls created l i fe-changing events f o r t h e n ine
B l a c k youth, R u b y B a t e s and Victor ia Price, J u d g e J a m e s E. Horton,
A t t o r n e y Samuel Liebowitz, Drs. R. R. Bridges and M. H. Lynch, and t h e
C i t y of Scot tsboro and a l l i t s c i t izens ‐ t h e n and t h r o u g h a l l t h e
decades s ince t h e fi r s t r ipp le on March 25, 1931. 2



SCOTTSBORO BOYS CASE CHRONOLOGY: One of b e s t k n o w n lega l ba t t l es in
t h e h i s t o r y of t h e Un i ted S ta tes . T w o U.S. S u p r e m e Cou r t decisions produced
widespread domes t i c a n d internat ional a c t i o n a n d cove rage w h i c h
accelerated a l o n g s t r u g g l e f o r c i v i l r i g h t s . Compi led by A n n B. Chambless

MARCH 25, 1931 (2:00 p.m.) 9 b lack boys t a k e n o f f t ra in in Paint
Rock a f t e r being in a fi g h t w i t h a g roup of w h i t e y o u t h s w h i l e hoboing on a
f re igh t t r a i n t rave l i ng f r o m Chat tanooga t h r o u g h N o r t h A labama. A w h i t e

y o u t h comp la ined to stat ionmaster in Stevensonw h o telegraphed ahead.
Tra in h a d a l ready p a s s e d t h r o u g h Scottsboro; therefore, t h e s ta t ionmaster in
Pa in t R o c k w a s not ified . Tr a i n w a s m e t in Pa in t Rock by s h e r i f f a n d armed
loca l c i t izens. La te r b l a c k m a l e s w e r e a c c u s e d of r a p e by t h e t w o w h i t e
w o m e n w h o w e r e in t h e s a m e b o x c a r a n d t h u s a r res ted f o r vagrancy.

March 25, 1 9 3 1 Ar res t s m a d e Headl ines in J a c k s o n Coun ty Sent inel
a n d Huntsv i l le Ti m e s a l t h o u g h arrest o c c u r r e d at 2:00 p . m .

M a r c h 25, 1 9 3 1 B o y s a l m o s t l y n c h e d b y angry mob, a n d S h e r i f f M a t t
L . Wa n n c a l l e d Governor Ben jamin M e e k s Mi l le r w h o ca l led t h e Nat iona l
Guard. ’

March 26, 1931 30-odd Nat ional Guardsmen arr ived in Scot tsboro in
the w e e hours of t h e morn ing to guard j a i l under Major Joseph Starnes.

March 26, 1931 Fu l l s tory in Scottsboro Progressive Age, Huntsvi l le Times,
a n d Chattanooga Dai ly Times

March 26, 1931 Boys m o v e d f r o m Scot tsboro to Gadsden ja i l where
Nat ional Guard c o n t i n u e d to g u a r d t h e pr i soners .

NOTE: Progress ive A g e Ed i to r Parke r Campbe l l w ro te :
“ I f e v e r there w a s e v e r a n e x c u s e f o r t a k i n g t h e l a w i n t h e i r o w n hands ,
sure ly t h i s w a s o n e . ” He cont inued: T h e p e o p l e of J a c k s o n Coun ty “ h a v e
s a v e d t h e g o o d n a m e o f t h e c o u n t y a n d s t a t e b y r e m a i n i n g c o o l a n d a l low ing
t h e l a w t o take its c o u r s e . ”

March 30, 1931 Jackson County Grand J u r y convened. Serv ing on
Grand Jury : J. H. Ragsdale, foreman; Char les Morgan, James H. Rodgers, J.
H. C o x . G. W. Minton, Geo rge Mason, N o a h Manning, J . M. Tidwell, A lbe r t E.
Chambless, J o h n G. Hicks, Rober t E. Hall, Raymond Hodges, C. D. Paul, a n d
Wal ter Be r r y. 20 ind ic tments handed d o w n on charges of r a p e .

Apr i l 6 , 1931 N e g r o boys re tu rned to Scot tsboro a n d speedy t r i a l s

began in J a c k s o n County Cour t House. Cou r t figures: Ci rcu i t J u d g e Al f red E.
Hawkins; defense attorneys: S teven R o d d y ( o f Chattanooga) a n d M i l o M o o d y
o f S c o t t s b o r o . 3



Prosecutors: Jackson County Ci rcu i t So l ic i to r H. G. Ba i ley, Jackson County
Sol ic i tor John K. Thompson, a n d Scottsboro At torney J o h n F. Proctor.
Defense attorneys fi led p l e a f o r c h a n g e of v e n u e w h i c h s t a t e d p r e j u d i c e a n d
danger to t h e l a w f u l r i g h t of t h e defendants p r e v a i l e d . J u d g e Hawkins
prompt ly overru led t h e m o t i o n f o r change of venue, and t h e 4-day t r i a l began.
Witnesses f o r t h e State: Thomas (Tom) Rousseau of Paint Rock, Lee Adams,
Ory Robbins of Stevenson, a n d C. M. Latham.

JURORS DRAWN FOR APRIL 1931TRIAL IN SCOTTSBORO, AL:
(Names in pa ren theses were selected to serve on juries):
A. H. Hill, Bridgeport; (Lem R. Jones, Bridgeport;) (George R. Joyne r,
Bridgeport;) ( J . M. Barnes, Bridgeport;) Luther Hart, Bridgeport; L. M. White,
Bridgeport; W. C. Lindsay, Stevenson; (Luther Ballard, Stevenson;) (John S t .

Clair, Stevenson;) (John N. Coffey, Stevenson;) (V i rg i l Kn igh t , Stevenson;)
(Horace McCrary, Stevenson;) A. L. Akins, Stevenson; G. C. Reeves, Bryant ;
James Walker, Fackler; C lay Shrader, Fackler; Alber t Rash, Rash; (James D.
Allen, Rash;)( L e e Hicks, Olalee;)(Ed Matthews, Olalee;) A r thu r Gamble,
Olalee; (C. C. Allen, Olalee;) A. L. S ta rkey, Hollywood; Wade 3. Rowe, Pisgah;
Wil l G. Sart in, Pisgah; G r i f f Callahan, Langston; (Charles Ut te r, Langston;) ( T.
Gaines Elkins, Tupelo;) (S teve J. Mitchell, Tupelo;) Perry B. Hal l , Larkinsville;
J. B. Selby, Larkinsville; Pleas Kennamer, Woodville; P. W. Page, Woodville;
(Roy Wilbourn, Trenton;) (Richard Hil l , Collins;) Charles Grady Swaim, Collins;
Torn Austell, Collins; John W. Butler, Bishop; P. R. Sanders, Ky les Springs; J.
G. Proctor, Scottsboro; William McCutchen, Scottsboro; Tom W. Flowers,
Scottsboro; J. W. Austell, Scottsboro; (J . H. Harris, Section;) McKinley
Gilbreath, Section; ( J . A. Staten, Section;) Granvil le Carter, Section; Luther B.
Whitten, Section; (M. H. Moore, Section;) J. A. McFarlin, Garth; J. A. Houk,
Garth; J. G. Enochs, Hollytree; (W. C. Scroggins, Dutton;) F red Morris, Dutton;
Robert Hope, Dutton; To m J. Dean, Dutton; Sam Dobbs, Dutton; ( T. M.
Hol loway, Dutton;) ( Joe M. Kennamer, Gross Springs;) A lbe r t Bri t t , Haigwood;
R. D. Bryant, Haigwood; J o h n D. Culpepper, Haigwood; W. G. Isbell, Limrock;
W. B. Clark, Princeton; J. F. Wilkins, Wininger; M. P. Adams, Rosalie;A l f r e d
James, Deans; M. H. Moore, Deans; E l i L. Brown, Deans; ( J . E. Creswell,
Deans;) a n d (B. M.Bradley, Deans.)

SPECIAL JURORS to supp lement t h e r e g u l a r l i s t o f above 75:
(Wil l iam E.Moore, Pisgah;) Mose Dawson, Scottsboro, (John Strawn, Section;)
J o e L. Outlaw, Section; (Marion Johnson, Limrock;) (Lee Golden, Princeton;)
(W. Gordon Harris, Hol lywood;) (John L. Blevins, Stevenson;) Wi l l iam E.-Glover,
Limrock;To m Shepard, Swaim; (Will ie J. Wells, Paint Rock;) J o h n N. Hatchett,
Swaim; George 0. Cook, Pa in t Rock; (Hub F. Everet t or Evett, Pa in t Rock;)
Avery Steele, Olalee; Wa l te r Clunn, Princeton; To m Arnold, Pisgah; J o h n W.
Sumner, Scottsboro; (A lber t Hoge, Tupelo;) (Charles S. Sewell, F la t Rock;) Lee
Sahby, Maxwell; J o e A. Ross, Woodville; George R. Allison, Stevenson; Jesse
C. Smith, Section; a n d (Wi l l G. Sartain, Pisgah.) . 4



Apr i l 9, 1931 Death sentences handed d o w n f o r 8 of 9 defendants.
(Mist r ia l in c a s e of underage R o y Wr igh t (aged'Z’in 1931.) J u l y 10, 1931 s e t
by J u d g e A. E. Hawk ins as execu t ion date. A f t e r t r ia l , t h e b lacks w e r e
immediate ly t a k e n from Sco t t sbo ro to E towah Coun t y J a i l in Gadsden.

Apr i l 10, 1931 International Labor Defense League (lLD) a n d
var ious Communist o r g a n i z a t i o n s mobil ized t o pro tes t t h e v e r d i c t s .

June 10, 1931 Newspaper repor t f rom Germany of
Communist y o u t h s assai l ing t h e American Consulate in Dresden. German
newspaper descr ibed t h e a c t i o n as a pro tes t a g a i n s t t h e conv ic t ion a n d
impending execu t ion of t h e 8 prisoners; protests a l so r e p o r t e d in Russia.

March 24, 1932 Alabama Supreme Court affirmed t h e dea th
sentences f o r 7 of t h e 8. (Eugene Will iams w a s al lowed a n e w tr ia l . )
Execut ion f o r t h e 7 w a s s e t f o r Fr iday, M a y 13, 1932.

Mid-Apri l , 1932 Alabama Supreme Cour t s u s p e n d e d t h e e x e c u t i o n of
t h e 7 w h o w e r e condemned to d i e on M a y 13, 1932.

Nov 7, 1932 U. 3. Supreme Court se t as ide t h e death sentences
of the 7 and wrote op in ion t h a t t he defendants d id not rece ive a fa i r t r ia l .

March'7, 1933 Judge A. E. Hawkins g ran ted a change of venue f o r
second tr ia ls to be he ld in Decatur in MorganCounty, AL.

March 30, 1933 FIRSTTRIAL IN DECATUR: Haywood Patterson
defended by S a m u e l S. Liebowitz, a we l l - known N e w Yo r k c r i m i n a l l awye r.

Ap r i l 8 , 1933 Haywood Pat terson o n c e a g a i n s e n t e n c e d to death
in t h e elect r ic cha i r.

J u n e 22, 1933 J u d g e James E . Horton g r a n t e d m o t i o n f o r n e w t r i a l

f o r Haywood Patterson based on h i s rev i ew of t h e c a s e a n d h i s op in ion t h a t
t h e convictionw a s un jus t i fied by t h e evidence.

Dec 1933 . Haywood Patterson a n d Clarence Norr is once aga in
rece ived t h e dea th sentence handed d o w n by Morgan Coun ty j u r y.

Apr i l 1 , 1935 U. 8_. Supreme Cour t reversed t h e Dec 1933 dec is ion
based on g r o u n d s t h a t Negroes w e r e excluded'from b o t h t h e g r a n d a n d p e t i t

jur ies.
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Jan 23, 1936 Decatur t r ia l : Haywood Pat te rson conv i c ted f o r t h e

4“I t ime a n d Judge Wil l iam Callahan handed d o w n 75 y e a r s p r i s o n sentence.

J u l y 15, 1936 Deca tu r t r i a l : C la rence Nor r i s c o n v i c t e d for 3 " t i m e
a n d rece ived t h e d e a t h sentence.

J u l y 24, 1937 A f t e r a t o t a l of 11 tr ials, t h e J u l y 1937 Decatur t r i a l
resu l ted in f reedom f o r O len Montgomery, Wil l ie Roberson, E u g e n e Williams,
a n d Roy Wright . Charl ie Weems received sentence of 75 years . Ozie Powell
(who h a d assau l ted a Morgan County Deputy Sheriff) w a s sentenced to 20
yea rs impr i sonmen t . NOTE: In 1937, Haywood Patterson cont inued to serve
h i s p r e v i o u s 75 y e a r sentence in Alabama’s K i l b y Prison; Andy Wr igh t w a s
serv ing a 99 y e a r sentence; andClarence Norr is w a s s t i l l unde r h i s p r i son
sentence.

Nov 1943 Char l ie Weems w a s p a r o l e d a n d s e t t l e d in At lan ta

Jan 8, 1944 - Andy Wright a n d Clarence Norris were p a r o l e d and
l e f t K i l b y Pr ison

June 1946 Ozie Powel l was released f r o m Atmore Prison

1946 Clarence Norris broke pa ro l e and se t t led in
Brooklyn, N e w Yo r k

J u l y 17, 1946 Haywood Patterson e s c a p e d K i l by Prison a n d
m a n a g e d to g e t to Detroit .

June 1950 ’ Haywood Patterson a n d w r i t e r Ear l Conrad
pub l i shed SCOTTSBORO B O Y

Sep 1951 A f t e r Detro i t barroom b r a w l in w h i c h a m a n w a s
stabbed to death, H a y w o o d Patterson w a s conv ic ted a n d s e n t e n c e d to 6 to 15
yea rs . ,

A u g 24, 1952 Haywood Patterson d i e d of c a n c e r in a Mich igan
S t a t e Penitent iary, at t h e a g e of 39.

O c t 25, 1976 Alabama Governor Geo rge Wallace pa rdoned Norris,
and he went on a speak ing tour f o r t h e NAACP, speak ing a t t h e Dexte r Avenue
Bapt is t Chu rch in Montgomery a n d t h e University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa.

1979 Clarence Norr is publ ished h i s autobiography, THE
L A S T OF THE SCOTTSBORO BOYS. He d i e d on J a n 23, 1989, at t h e a g e of 76 .
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DEATH OFA JACKSON COUNTY LANDMARK
’by Reuben T. Mil ler

In t h e 1930s a n d 1940s, t h e r o a d f rom Scottsboro to Pisgah embraced
a deep, cavernous landmark, known f a r a n d w i d e as t h e Gorge.

About a m i l e before arr iv ing i n Pisgah, t h e g r a v e l - s u r f a c e d r o a d t o o k
turns, w i t h downs and ups that would shock Winston Cup race drivers
a n d spur fea r a n d trembl ing in unacqua in ted passenger automobile
p i lo ts and occupants.....enough to br ing thoughts of runn ing to hide in a
“fraidy hole." Anyone w h o ever rode “ t h e cracker box,” a frazzled o ld
bus t h a t s e r v e d Sand Mountain a n d Scottsboro, knows t h e t ru th of th i s .
To m a k e t h e a c t u a l c ross ing o f t h e stream, t h e dr iver turned t h e bus as
f a r as i t w o u l d turn, s topped as he c a m e f a c e to f a c e w i t h a r o c k wal l ,
backed a n d turned s o m e more in o r d e r to enter t h e s tee l bridge,
s t ra igh t on. Some passengers even had t h e driver stop a n d a l l o w them
to w a l k across t h e bridge.

Forgetting t h e treachery of crossing, t h e scene of Pisgah Gorge was
one of great beauty. The soundsof p ines in t h e breeze were in perfect
harmony w i t h those of a white-water creek in t h e great distance below.
Solid rock pushed through the ear th here and there. Cliff-like inclines
on ei ther s ide k e p t custody of a l l . The appearance w a s as if t h e bridge
builders fol lowed a budget wh ich could bare ly afford a crossing... .as if
they had gone d o w n t h e sharp slopes un t i l t h e affordable length of
bridge w o u l d r e a c h across one s ide to t h e o ther.

Pines, a f e w cedars, a n d various hardwoods g r e e t e d y o u on e i ther s ide
as y o u turned to a p p r o a c h t h e old-style br idge w i t h c ross m e m b e r
overstructure, p a i n t e d si lver, t y p l c a l of t h a t e r a . T h e s c e n e w a s v e r y
pretty: bright, clear, t h e n part ial lyhidden a n d b a c k c l e a r a g a i n as y o u
m o v e d through t h e g r e e n of t h e trees toward t h e cross ing w i t h t h e
w h i t e water f a r be low.

Simply beautiful! Yes, unless y o u were in an o l d fl i v e r w i t h bad brakes
and quest ionab le t i res . In th is case, beauty pa led in the rush of
ovenNhelming urge to bai l out! Every man to himselfl It wou ld have
been imposs ib le to p u t t h e roadway st ra igh t down t h e slope. Angling
down t h e s lope lessened an otherwise too sharp drop ‐ b u t o n l y
somewha t . One a lways f e l t danger, descending or ascending. It w a s
j u s t about t h e s a m e go ing in e i t he r direction. 7



DEATH OF A JACKSON COUNTY LANDMARK (Continued)

A f t e r t h e p r e c a r i o u s descent, t h e dr iver h a d h o p e s o f h i t t i n g t h e b r i dge fl o o r

s o m e w h e r e between t h e s i d e ra i ls . I t w a s s i n g l e l a n e o n l y, w i t h n o pass ing.
Comple te awareness of a n y oncoming t ra ffic w a s essential, bu t v is ib i l i ty,
s lope to slope, f r o m ei ther s i de w a s usua l l y g o o d .

One of my mos t firmly-held memor ies of t h i s fascinat ing p l a c e is of a return
c r o s s i n g abou t e leven o’c lock p.m. . M y c o u s i n a n d buddy, P a u l Mil ler, w a s
driving. H is Mother, Alma (Carter) Mi l ler w a s a long. We s h o w e d mov ies t h a t
n i gh t at P isgah School. I h a d g o n e along to be w i t h t h e m a n d to be c lose to
an ever-compel l ing interest - m o v i e pro jec tors a n d s o u n d systems.

George Bernard (Red) Brakefield c a m e to Scottsboro f r o m Dothan a b o u t 1940
a n d s u c c e e d e d J . B . Wynn, L e s t e r Smith, a n d B i l l J a c k K e l l e r i n t h e t rave l ing
m o v i e business. A d i f fe ren t c o m m u n i t y w a s v is i ted e a c h n i g h t w i t h a fi l m
shown to t h e p e o p l e f o r an admiss ion f e e . Pau l M i l l e r w a s o n e of s e v e r a l h i g h
schoo l b o y s employed dur ing Wor ld Wa r II by Brakefield Movies. Gasol ine w a s

ra t ioned a n d k e p t p e o p l e f r o m dr iv ing f a r to s e e a m o v i e show, b u t g a s w a s

available f o r o n e to t a k e a m o v i e to them. It he lped bols ter t h e morale of
those back home dur ing t h e wa r. I worked f o r Red as a pro jec t ion is t my
senioryear at Jackson County High School when Paul h a d to go to war.

The memorable n i g h t I w a s along as a guest. A l l three of us knew the
condit ion of t h e vehic le in wh i ch we rode. Tires were fa i r. Brakes were
border-line to dangerous in t h e si tuat ion in hand. To m a k e mat te rs more
frightening, t h e o l d 1936 P l y m o u t h h a d a hab i t of jump ing o u t of g e a r at t h e
m o s t inoppor tune t imes . Keep ing a l o w g e a r fi rm ly e n g a g e d to s l o w t h e c a r
w a s impera t i ve !

To cause h i s passengers no danger, Pau l inst ructed h i s M o m a n d me to w a i t

u n t i l he c leared t h e b r i dge a n d t h e n w a l k across on f o o t to j o i n h i m at t h e
o t h e r s ide . W i t h t h e g e a r s h i f t e d to l o w, r id ing t h e brake heav i l y, d r i ve r s i d e
d o o r par t ia l l y o p e n f o r a l e a p to s a f e t y if necessary, P a u l began h i s p e r i l o u s
descent . Uneasily we w a t c h e d f r o m behind.

Thankfully, t h e headlights,were reliable. They al lowed my Aunt Alma a n d me
to t race Paul’s progress. The wors t d i d no t happen. The o l d Plymouth s tayed
in g e a r. Enough brak ing w a s available. A leap to sa fe ty (wh i ch cou ld have
been made) w a s n o t necessary, a n d we crossed Pisgah Gorge Bridge safe ly in
t h e m i d d l e of t h a t dark, fearsome, a n d r a t h e r c o l d w i n t e r n i g h t in 1943.

Recent ly, Pau l a n d l , know ing fu l l y w e l l t h e o l d b r idge is n o w gone, w e n t to
r e v i e w t h e Gorge. We h o p e d to fi l l in t h e b lanks w i t h memory. The resu l ts
w e r e disappointing. 8



DEATH OF A JACKSON COUNTY LANDMARK (Continued)

A s w e fo l lowed t h e r o u t e t o P isgah , w e s t o p p e d a b r u p t l y. Someone ’s h o m e

was dead ahead. T h e r o a d s topped at t h e f ron t l a w n . Across a fie ld in t h e
distance behind t h e house w a s t h e faint ly-famil iar tree l ine we had known to
p recede o u r sough t -a f te r destination....but the re w a s no access.

T h e P i sgah s i d e w a s j u s t as d isappoint ing. We c o u l d w a l k d o w n t h e o l d g r a v e l

road, reminiscent of t h e n i g h t in 1943, b u t we cou ld no t ge t c lose to t h e
stream.

Some th i r t y years ago , t h e o ld Pisgah Gorge Br idge and a h a l f a m i l e o f
narrow, wind ing, two- lane g r a v e l r o a d w e r e Closed. A sa lvage company
removed t h e b r i dge to r e c y c l e t h e s t e e l . O the r r o a d s n o w l e a d t h e w a y to
Pisgah, bypass ing t h e in t r igu ing ly b e a u t i f u l s p o t t h a t c a n be r e a c h e d o n l y by
t h e g r a v e l - s u r f a c e d r o a d t h a t s t i l l r e m a i n s i n t h e l o v e o f o u r h e a r t s o f f o r s u c h

th i ngs w h i c h a r e n o w g o n e .

Another cherished landmark d i e d in 2003 - entertainer, B o b H o p e . The
ref ra in a n d t i t l e f r o m h i s t h e m e s o n g p r o v i d e a fi t t i n g fa rewe l l :
“Thanks f o r t h e Memory,” PlSGAI-I GORGE BRIDGE.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Reuben T. Mi l le r lives w i t h h i s w i f e Mary‘at 316 Woodall
Lane, Scottsboro, AL 35768. Please send h im a note if you share h i s love Of
memories Of disappearing Jackson County landmarks.

2004 JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
PRESIDENT DONNA HAISLIP
PROGRAM VICE PRESIDENT J E N STEWART
MEMBERSHIP V I C E PRESIDENT C AT H Y COOK
SECRETARY DR. BARBARA JACOBS
TREASURER ’ B O B CROSSLEY
DIRECTORS ' DRENDA K I N G

J O H N GRAHAM
CLYDE BROADWAY
DR. DAVID CAMPBELL

CHRONICLES EDITOR « ANN B. CHAMBLESS

Email: abc123@scottsboro.org
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1883 LETTER WRITTEN BY JAMES M. ROSSON OF SCOTTSBORO to h i s s is te r
a n d brother-in-law, John T. a n d Jemima (Rosson) Young of Arkansas

Scottsboro, Alabama
June 10, 1883

DearBrother a n d Sister,
Yours of May 29 found us a l l w e l l a n d t h i s leaves a l l w e l l . The connection is
a l l w e l l so f a r as I know.
Bi l l (William) Burrow a n d (A)Manda (Rosson) Burrow are w e l l or at least a l l up .
They have p i c k e d u p some i n t h e las t t w o years . I th ink Bi l l has g o t about a l l
of h i s o l d debts p a i d . They a r e s t i l l at Houston Green’s. Jemima, o l d Mrs.
Tharp (Hannah Tharp widow of John Tharp) is dead. She died 3 weeks ago
las t Friday. Old Charles Eustace was buried tha t day, John A. Hargess tha t
same w e e k . Old Uncle Dickey (Richard) Woods’ w i f e d ied las t w e e k . Torn
Matthews d ied las t Sunday. ‘ That I believe i s a l l o f y o u r a c q u a i n t a n c e s .

Bob Waller a n d Walker ki l led John Carter, s o n of B i l l (William) Carter, in t h e
g a t e at J. M. Gullatt’s o l d p l a c e . I t ’ s a bad case. Both m a y hang f o r i t .
Well John, o u r Circuit Court w a s o v e r Saturday. It conv ic ted S a mBuss to
penitentiary, a n d t h e j u r y found Ta y l o r Banks a n d Frances Wood (Negroes)
gui l ty of murder in t h e first degree. Tay lor Banks hangs on the 27 day of July
1883. (Said to be t h e las t court-sanctioned hanging in Jackson County.)
Frances goes to the penitentiary f o r l i fe. Frances was Posset Cobb. Old
Mrs. Harris, mother-in-law to William Potter, died last week, a g e of 96 years .
Well John, I am working about 21 acres, 14 in corn, 5 in s o r g h u m a n d peas, 1
i n cotton, a n d about 1 i n p o t a t o e s . l have started over o n m y 1 0 acre c u t the
th i rd t ime. My c rop is in g o o d condition. It is s m a l l . We w i l l go to cu t t i ng
wheat in t h e morn ing . The g r a i n i s very g o o d bu t t h i n on t h e g r o u n d . Our oats
a re fine. Somehow I am beating t h e boys keeping up w i t h my crop. They
have a p a r c e l o f new g r o u n d c o r n . Looks fine.
We had 2 wh i te frosts t h e 23 a n d 24 of May. Came near cleaning up crops.
Ki l led some corn a n d cotton.
Last w e e k w a s h o t . We g o t a fine season in t h e g r o u n d now. No excuse b u t
t o w o r k . I r u n about none b u t w o r k a l l t h e t ime. M y b a c k i s never easy a
whole d a y at a tinie.
Cyn th ia (James M. Rosson’s wife) has g o n e to s e w at Mat’s (Martha Jane
Rosson Childress, the i r daughter) today. Mary (James M. a n d Cynth ia
Rosson’s daughter) has 2 fine mule col ts. Al l kinds of s tock is high. Bacon
is 13 cents p e r lb, corn is 50 cents p e r bushel, flour is 4 cents p e r lb . The
p r o s p e c t f o r corn o n the r iver is.said t o b e very bad. Hal f t he g r o u n d not y e t

p l an ted . Your o l d p l a c e has a fine crop o f wheat a n d h a y on i t .
John, Abner ( J a m e s M. a n d Jemima Rosson Young’s brother) is doing w e l l I
recon. ‘He is se l l ing confectionery, grocer ies, coffins, a n d a l l kinds of
furniture a n d h a s a business house ren ted at $12.50 p e r m o n t h .
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J o e (Abner ’s s o n ) is a b a d b o y a n d the t w i n s a r e j u s t l i k e t w o p e a s , o n e w h i t e

and t h e o the r l i k e a r e d e y e d pea .
L . C . Coulson i s a l i censed p reache r, m iss iona ry (Bap t i s t . ) T h e r e w i l l be t h r e e

p r e a c h e r s a t t h e s c h o o l house n e a r by us nex t Sunday by appo in tmen t ,
P(reston) Brown, Crawford, a n d Coulson. O ld Brother (James) Auste l l is ve ry
feeble a n d can ’ t g e t abou t b u t a l i t t l e (Pr imit ive Bap t i s t minister.) H i s w i f e is
feeble, too, a n d t h e y l i v e n e a r D r. (Wil l iam O.) Haynes’ o l d p l a c e (near o l d
Bellefonte). Sister, (Ju l ia A. Hancock) Haynes (died) l a t e M a r c h I t h i n k it
w a s . M u d Creek (Pr imi t i tve Bap t i s t Church) isn ’ t do ing m u c h g o o d . I
When y o u answer t h i s g i v e me J o h n Rosson’s Pos t Office, a n d I w i l l t r y h i m
a g a i n . Give my respec ts to a l l t h e connect ions a n d a c c e p t t h e s a m e to
you rse l ves . I am y o u r s w i t h h i g h respec t u n t i l dea th .

FROM James . M . a n d C y n t h i a R o s s o n
TO J. T. a n d J e m i m a Yo u n g ' o f Wilcoxson, A rkansas

EDITOR’S NOTE:
J a m e s M. Rosson w a s s o n of Joseph (1791-1859) a n d El izabeth (Riddle)
Rosson (1796-1860), a n d he w a s g r a n d s o n of A b n e r a n d Fannie (Pogue)
Rosson w h o m a r r i e d F e b 20, 1790, in C a s w e l l CO, N C . (Joseph a n d El izabeth
(Riddle) Rosson are bur ied in Liberty Cemetery in Jackson CO, AL. Joseph
Rosson was a verteran of the War of 1812.

James M. Rosson was born Dec 1, 1822, in Franklin Co, TN, a n d died June 11,
1904, in Scottsboro, AL . He mar r ied Cynthia Morr is on January 2, 1849, in
Frankl in Coun ty, Tennessee. Cynth ia (Morris) Rosson w a s t h e d a u g h t e r of
John H. a n d M a r y B e t s y (Dobbins) Morr is w h o m o v e d f r o m SC to Frank l i n
County Tennessee in t h e e a r l y 18005.

Joseph a n d Elizabeth (Riddle) Rosson’schi ldren:
1. Po l ly Rosson, b o r n O c t 30, 1818, Frankl in Co, TN, d ied O c t 6, 1825
2 . N a n c y Rosson, b o r n A u g 20, 1820, F rank l i n Co, TN, d i e d S e p 25, 1825
3. J a m e s Mon roe Rosson, b o r n D e c 1, 1822, Frank l in Co, TN, d i e d J u n e 11,
1904, Scottsboro, AL ( w r o t e 1883 le t te r. ) , 4. J e m i m a H a w k i n s Rosson, b o r n
S e p 30, 1824, Franklin Co, TN, d i e d A r k . (marr ied J o h n T. Yo u n g c i r c a 1849
a n d m o v e d to Arkansas a f t e r C iv i l War.)
5. John Rosson, b o r n Oct.11, 1827, d ied be tween 1889-1892 in Arkansas.
(Married Malinda Jane B e r r y of Berry’s Store area in Jackson County.)
6. Wil l iam Alexander Rosson, born D e c 12, 1829, d ied D e c 12, 1832.
7. Rober t Abner Rosson, b o r n J a n 18, 1831, AL, d ied A u g 1, 1891, Scottsboro,
A l . Mayor o f Sco t tsboro f o r 17 years . (Marr ied (1) Mary Thomas on Feb 24,
1850 a n d (2) M a r y A n n (Steeley) Ske l ton on J u l y 24, 1872
8. Eleanor Rosson, b o r n F e b 14, 1836, J a c k s o n Co, m a r r i e d S. S. B u r g e s s on
S e p 14, 1 8 7 5
9. AMANDA ROSSON MARRIED WILLIAM BURROW ON A U G 17, 1869. 11



APRIL 1931 SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA BROAD STREET SCENES DURING
SCOTTSBORO B O Y S FIRST TRIAL. NOTE O N LY MEN APPEAR IN THESE
PICTURES.
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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSN. meeting, Sunday ,APRIL

25, 2004, 2:00 pm. Program co-sponsored by the SCOTI'SBORO

PUBLIC LIBRARY,at I002 SOUTH BROAD STREET, SCOTTSBORO.

Jen Stewart, JCHA Program Vice-President, is pleased to announce Christopher

Lang, will be the speaker for the April meetingat the library. He is a Furniture

Historian, Master Cabinetmaker, and a member of the Alabama Humanities Foun‑

dation speakers bureau. The antebellum period in northern Alabama produced a

rich cabinetmaking tradition created by diverse artisans (slave and free), country

joiners, and migrating urban cabinetmakers of varied national and ethnic back‑

grounds. Using colored slides to illustrate some of the recently discovered Ala‑

bama-made signed pieces, Mr. Langwill explain how these examples serve as

touchstones for furniture design, construction, and ornamentation, and he will

discuss the proper care of antique furniture. The meeting is open to the public.
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as um... um

s c u mu n s u n u s
m u m s - 1
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PLEASE INCLUDE 9 DIGIT
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assure continuity in mailings.

APRIL 2004

ANNUAL DUES: $|0.00 (dueJan I)
LIFE MEMBERSHIP: $l00.00
Please mail your check to :

JCHA TREASURER
P. O. Box I494
Scottsboro. AL 35768

Jackson County Historical Association
Post Office Box I494
Sconsboro. AL 35768



IMPORTANT MEETING FOR SCOTTSBORO DEPOT MUSEUM
J C H A Pres iden t Donna Ha is l ip w i l l cha i r a meet ing to deve lop a M a s t e r P lan
f o r t h e S c o t t s b o r o F r e i g h t D e p o t o n M a y 17, 2004, a t 4:30 p . m . a t t h e Depot .
A f t e r a wa lk - th rough at t h e Depot , t h e group w i l l t r ave l to t h e Greater Jackson
County Chamber o f Commerce board room. Chery l Mo rgan o f Auburn
Univers i ty w i l l f a c i l i t a t e t h e meet ing .
I t e m s to be addressed include:
Depot Museum ‐ What w i l l be included?
Di rec to r o r C u r a t o r in charge
Main tenance n e e d s
I m p r o v e d connec t i on to downtown/publ ic square
Da i l y Ope ra t i on : H o u r s
S e c u r i t y
Future Funding

T h e a t t endee l i s t inc ludes: Donna Hais l ip , J e n Stewart , K a t h y Cook, Barbara
Jacobs, B o b Cros ley, J o h n Neely, Drenda K ing , David Campbel l , Clyde
Broadway, J o h n H. Graham, Mark S c o t t Skelton, A n n Chambless, M a y o r R o n
B a i l e y, J a c k s o n C o u n t y C o m m i s s i o n C h a i r m a n J a m e s Tidmore, S c o t t s b o r o
C i t y Planner Cur t i s Davis, C i t y At torney Steve Kennamer, R i c k Roden of t h e
Chamber of Commerce, a n d Her i tage Cen te r Di rec tor J u d y Weaver.

I f Y O U are in teres ted in volunteer ing f o r pro jec ts wh ich w i l l promote t h e
comp le t ion o f t h e Depo t Master Plan, please contact President Donna Haisl ip
or Depot Chairman J o h n F. Neely.

J C H A KUDOs to BETTY (CARGILE) CANESTRARI of Germantown, Tennessee
Donald a n d B e t t y (Carg i le)Canestrar i a n d a group of Carg i l e cousins recent ly
c leared t h e o l d Carg i le Cemete ry on H ighway 117 in Stevenson. Bet ty ’s
brother, Char les Ca rg i l e , a n d h i s w i f e Ros ie L e e c a m e f r o m Kingston, TN.
B u t c h a n d L inda Ro l l i n s c a m e f r o m Cha t t anooga . Joyce R idd le c a m e from
Br idgepo r t , AL, a n d T o m a n d M a r y Morgan c a m e f r o m Madison, AL to sha re a

f u l l day ’s w o r k . B e t t y a n d h e r cous ins a r e a l m o s t c e r t a i n t h e i r great-great‑
grandparents, L e w i s a n d Lucinda Carg i le a r e bur ied in t h i s cemetery in
unmarked graves . There a r e marke rs f o r Pleasant Wi l l i am a n d Ar ta l i ssa
E m m a l i n e Cargi le , great-grandparents of B e t t y, Charles, a n d To m .

NOTE TO ATTENDEES AT MARCH 7 prog ram on Genera l J o s e p h Whee le r :
T h e FY04 U. 3. In te r io r Appropr iat ions B i l l d i rec ted t h e Nat ional Park Serv i ce to fund
$150,000 f o r a co l l ec t i ons fac i l i t y a t Pond Spr ing, t h e home o f GENERAL JOE

WHEELER. U. S Rep. Bud Cramer stated, “F ight ing Joe (Wheeler) is a state symbol
and inspirat ion to many in North Alabama and across t h e country. As a general and a
U.S. Congressman, he contributed toward t h e economic direct ion of North Alabama.
The art i facts col lected at Pond Spr ingprovide a direct l i nk w i t h h is l i f e a n d a v i ta l
period of o u r nat ion ’sh is tory. ” 1-a



DEDICATION OF HISTORIC MARKER FOR JACKSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE

AND THE SCOTTSBORO BOYS
by A n n B. Chambless a n d E l g i n C a r v e r

On January 25, 2004, t h e Jackson County Historical Association assisted by
t h e Alabama B a r Association, t h e C i t y of Scottsboro, t h e Jackson County
Commission, t h e Alabama Chapter of t h e NAACP, a n d t h e Greater Scottsboro‑
Jackson County Chamber of Commerce dedicated an histor ic m a r k e r w h i c h
reads:

“Constructed In 1911-1912 a n d designed by architect Richard H. Hunt, t h e
Jackson County Court house is a Nee-Classical, br ick building situated on the
town square In Scottsboro, t h e county seat of Jackson County. The front, two ‑
story p o r t l c o i s s u p p o r t e d b y fou r stone columns o f t he Doric order. A c u p o l a
on the top contains a Seth Thomas c lock .

This courthouse w a s t h e s i t e of t h e fi rs t of t h e Scottsboro Boys tr ials. Tine
wh i te women accused nlne black you ths o f rape on March 25, 1931,wh i le
r id ing a freight t ra in as i t passed through Jackson County. In Apr i l 1931, at
t h e fi rs t of fou r trials, a ju ry convicted e igh t of t h e nine defendants a n d
sentenced them to death. The judge declared a mistr ia l In t h e case of one
defendant. Soon a f t e r t h e gu i l t y verdicts, t h e National Association f o r t h e
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) a n d t h e Intematlonal Labor Defense
(ILD) came to t h e defense of the “Scottsboro Boys,” contending the trials were
unconstitutional.
The United States Supreme Court overturned t h e verdicts and n e w trials were
held In Decatur,Alabama. After a series of trials, convictions, and overturned
decisions, a compromise was reached In 1933,w i t h some of the “Scottsboro
Boys" freed Immediately and the others released by 1950. ln1976,Alabama
Governor George C. Wallace pardoned the last living I‘Scottsboro Boy.” TWO
landmark Uni ted States Supreme Court decisions arose direct ly f rom t h e case.
In Patterson vs. Alabama (1932), t h e U. S. Supreme Court ruled t h e defendants
were denied t h e r i g h t to effective legal counsel, and In Norris vs . Alabama
(1935), the U. S. Supreme Court ru led t h e defendants had no t received equa l
p ro tec t i on under t h e l a w because Jackson County ju ro r rol ls excluded African
Americans.
Many consider t h e Scottsboro Case a n d I t s aftermath one of t h e beginningsof
t h e c i v i l r igh ts movement In America.” '

JACKSON COUNTY COURTHOUSE
A N D THE SCOTTSBORO BOYS

n ( n u n I n A p r i lI!
o n v l u c d : l t h o l I :



Jackson County Historical Association member E lg i n Carver attended t h e
dedication a n d wrote:
“....While it is p o s s i b l e tha t up unto t h i s p o i n t t h e ac t ions of those involved
w o u l d have been t h e same r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e races involved, pre jud ice rapidly
raised i t s u g l y head a n d the odyssey of t h e Scottsboro Boys began...(but)
I t is t ru ly an i l l w ind t h a t blows no g o o d . From these events, direct ly flowed
t w o United States Supreme Court decisions t h a t r e q u i r e d adequa te c o u n s e l in
a l l cases, a n d tha t forbade t h e exclusion of minorities f r o m jur ies, g r e a t
s t r ides forward in ensu r i ng f a i r t r ia ls in t h i s country......
While the re a r e no known l iv ing par t ic ipants in these events, at least none
known w h o were of an age to be considered in a n y w a y responsible, t he
existence of t h i s in just ice sans p u b l i c acknowledgment tended to v is i t t h e
sins of t h e fathers on t h e sons. As Salem needed to look direct ly in to i t s
heart a f t e r t h e w i t c h trials, so, too, in t h e viewpoint of t h i s wr i ter, d i d
Scottsboro. At t h i s event (on January 25, 2004), considering t h e react ions of
t h e publ ic , a n d t h a t t h e unvei l ing t o o k p l a c e at a l l , i t w o u l d seem, t h e l i e is
g i v e n to those w h o doubt t h a t changes in t h e hearts of t h i s a rea have
occurred; t h a t a p e o p l e can, as a culture, move of i t s o w n w i l l f r o m a lesser to
a g rea te r p lace. . . . . .
The program f o r t h e unvei l ing of t h e marke r began on t h e hour t h e t ra in was
stopped in Paint Rock, In the courtroom in which t h e or ig inal lega l act ions
took place, w i t h renditions b y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e Alabama A 8 : M

University choir. (This was followed by remarks from JCHA President Donna
Haislip; Scottsboro Mayor Ron Bailey; Jackson County Commission Chairman
James Tidmore; t h e President of the Alabama Bar Association; Presiding
Circuit Judge W. W. Haralson; t h e Rev. R. L. Shanklin, President, Alabama
State Conference, NAACP; a n d Ann B. Chambless, JCHA member.)

Many communit ies throughout t he country, a n d indeed t h e world, have act ions
to wh ich shame is attached a n d hover unseen, o n l y to leap out at surpr is ing
moments, to shake t h e locals y e t oblivious to former or ex is t ing faul ts . None
of these p e o p l e involved in t h e mee t i ng (dedicat ion of marker) needed
absolution or fo rg iveness f o r t h e Scottsboro Boys, bu t , rather, s e r v e d as
witnesses that , yes , p e o p l e here were o n c e of t h i s mind, b u t through t h e i r
failures, we have learned a n d w i l l s t r i ve to do bet ter. ”

The marke r w a s unvei led by Archie Stewart a n d JCHA members Ron Dykes
a n d John H. Graham, The historic event w a s witnessed by a large turnout
wh i ch h a d fil led t h e court room a n d overflowed in to t h e hal ls.

The historic marke r g i ves Scottsboro a n e w voice:
“We a r e a ca r i ng people, a n d we st r i ve to m a k e t h e p a s t w o r k f o r t h e future.”



ANDREW LACEY

Copyrightedby PattyWoodall, 2004

On August 16, 1819, Andrew Lacey registered for a reservation in right of his wife under the
3 . Treaty of February 27, 1819.1 Andrew was

G7" ‘ I 09 , 0 [g {‘1 given the reservation asa life estate.2 His res‑
\"‘f" 0 ( 2 ) ” : . ervation number 248 was located about five

miles from the ford of Paint Rock Creek at the
Big Pond Spring where Law lived. It was lo‑
cated in Sections 17, 18, 19 and 20 Township
4 South, Range 3 East of the Huntsville (AL)
Meridian.3 In 1828, a list of reserves, which
included Andrew Lacey, which had been sur‑
veyed and were exempt from land sales and
entered on the books at the Huntsville Land
Office, was sent to the Office of Indian Af‑
fairs.4

Andrew married Catherine Riley, a half-bred
Cherokee who received a reservation on May
29, 1818, which was number 114 and was lo‑
cated Lyedrinker’s Creek above Santee Cove
[Sauta Cave]. It was given as a life estate res‑
ervation. There were four in the family.5 It
was unusual for both parents to apply for and

receive a reservation. Catherine’s reservation was never surveyed and the location is unknown.
It is possible that she was never able to take possessionof her reservation,which encouraged her
husband to take areservation.

W . . . 59% [7/50 from

Figure 1 - Survey of Andrew Lacey's reservation.

In January 1823, Andrew Lacey petitioned ,
Congress to convert his life estate interest in .,
his reservation to a fee-simple title.6 The
House of Representatives referred the peti‑
tion to the Committee on the Public Lands
who ordered the petition to be “laid on the "
table”.7 Andrew againpetitioned Congress in ,
1830 “praying to be authorized to sell” his ‘8
reservation.8 The result of this petition is un‑
known but appears to have been denied since
the land encompassed by his reservation was
available for public land sales in 1830.

4
Figure2 - Topographical Map of Andrew Lacey's
reservation.



It appears that Andrew either voluntarily abandoned his reservation or was driven off by white
people since in November 1829 he was living at Creek Path on the south side of the Tennessee
Rivernear present day Guntersville, AL.9

Catherine Riley was the daughter of Samuel Riley and Ni-go‐di-ge‐yu, a full blood Cherokee,
and the granddaughter of Chief Doublehead.lo Catherine was born about 1800 and baptized
April 22, 1805 by Evan C. Jones.11 Andrew was born about 1790.12 Their children were:

1. Ensley Lacey was born about 1816. He married first MaryBolinand second Martha Tay‑
lor. He was on the 1851 Old Settler Roll in Salina District asWilliam Indsly Lacy with
one in his family.

2. Amanda Lacey was born about 1818. She marriedRobert Wilkins. She was onthe 1851
OldSettler Roll in Illinois District asAmanda Lacy.

3. Eliza/Elizabeth Lacey was born about 1820. She married Richard Rogers, the great‑
grandson of Nancy Ward.

4. Mary Lacey was born about 1822. She married first Mr. Haynes, second Mr. Hill, and
third Jesse Lee.

5. Alexander Lacey was born about 1824 and died before 1896. He married Elizabeth
Thornton. He was on the 1851Old Settler Roll in Illinois District.

6. Catherine Laceywas bom about 1826.

l Cherokee Reservees, by DavidKeithHampton,p. 10.
2American Statepapers: PublicLands, Vol. V, p. 397
3Jackson County, Alabama map.
4NationalArchives, Washington, D C ,Bureau of IndianAffairs, MicrofilmM-234, Roll 117,Letters Receivedby

the Office of IndianAffairs: Cherokee Reservees 1828-1840,datedNovember 14, 1828.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is one of many Cherokee essays which will appear in the book Patty
Woodall is writing about Cherokee families who receivedreservations in NorthAlabama. Patty
resides at 206 Harris Avenue in Stevenson, Alabama. Her email address is:
Pattywoo@charter.net



CATHERINE BROWN: A CHEROKEE L I LY WHO NEEDS NO GILDING
By Ann B. Chambless

Historical readingoften rewards our sincere questions with surprises. It bears a
complex witness to the mystery of the human presence in our culture. As Emerson
pointed out, “there is creative reading aswell ascreative writing.” If weallow
ourselves to be awakened by historical characters with stories, we often are brought
to terms with something in ourselves. Please allow me to introduce you to an
extraordinary woman, CatherineBrown: a Cherokee li ly who needs no gilding.
Her story articulates a rich respect and understanding of the life of young Cherokee
women in the decade of the 1820s. We meet her asshe hovered on the delicate
turning point between girlhood and womanhood, and we will follow her education
AND her role asan educator.

Catherine Brown was born in 1800 in Wills Valley in the Cherokee Nation in the
northeastern corner of Alabama between Lookout Mountain and Sand Mountain.
At the time of Catherine’s birth, neither of her parents understood the English
language. Her father, John Brown,was half-Cherokee. His Indian name was Yau ‑
nu-gung-yah-ski which signifies “drowned by a bear.” The Cherokee name of her
Mother was Tsa-luh, but the whites calledher Sarah. By 1815,John and Sarah
Brown lived at Creek Path, about four miles south of the big bend of the Tennessee
River (in the southwestern edge of present-day Guntersville near Highway 79.)
John Brown was one of the leaders of the Creek Path Cherokees.

Aspointed out by Rufus Anderson in his MEMOIR OF CATHARINE BROWN,A
CHRISTIAN INDIANOF THE CHEROKEE NATION,her parents “belonged to
the more intelligent class of their people, but they had no literature. Not a book
existed in their language. The fountains of knowledge were unopened.” The
Cherokees practiced their own form of religion and moral training. In his
introductory comments about Catherine Brown,Rufus Anderson stated:
“Her moral character was irreproachable.” This is remarkable considering the
temptations to which she was exposed, when, during the War with the Creek
Indians the army of the United States was stationed near her father’s residence ( In
1813 Gen. Andrew Jackson buil t Ft .Deposit Which was about eight miles north of
Creek Path and on the northwestern perimeter of present-day Guntersville.)
Catherine later told of fleeing her home and hiding in the wild forest to preserve
her womanhood while the white soldiers were encamped at Ft. Deposit.

In 1817, the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (organized by
the Congregationalist Church and later joined by the Presbyterians) opened
Brainerd School at Chickamauga (East Gate Mall area in present-day Chattanooga,
TN) and provided education for both boys and girls. Word of the school soon
spread and came to the ears of Catherine Brown, although her home at Creek Path
was one hundred miles distant. It was a journey of six days when Catherine
enrolled at Brainerd in 1817 ‐ a star pupil among the 80 Cherokee students there.
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CATHERINE BROWN: A Cherokee L i l y W h o Needs No Gi ld ing (Continued)

W h e n Cather ine B r o w n e n t e r e d Brainerd, s h e c o u l d converse in t h e E n g l i s h

language. O n e of h e r ha l f -wh i te ne ighbors h a d t a u g h t h e r to r e a d w o r d s of
o n e sy l lab le . ( I suspect t h a t h e r l oca l teacher w a s a member of t h e Gunter
fami l y f o r w h o m Guntersvil le is named.)

T h e Bra inerd teachers described Catherine a s :
“ A n in teres t ing gir l . . . . . .her comp lex ion blooming... . .her features comely.. . . . .her
p e r s o n erect.. . . . .of t h e middle s ta tu re . ” M r. Cyrus K ingsbury, founder of
Brainerd, s t a t e d :

“W i th a l l h e r gen t l eness a n d appa ren t modes ty, Cather ine h a d a h i g h op in i on
of h e r s e l f a n d w a s f o n d of d isp lay ing t h e c lo th ing a n d ornaments in w h i c h s h e
w a s ar rayed . ” H e r o t h e r t eache rs dec la red “Cather ine w a s a t t e n t i v e to h e r
learning, industr ious in h e r habits, a n d remarkably co r rec t in h e r depar tmen t . ”

F rom reading w o r d s of o n e syl lable, in 60 days, she w a s ab le to read t h e Bib le
in te l l ig ib ly, and, in 90 days, s h e c o u l d read as w e l l as mos t persons of
c o m m o n educa t ion . S h e c o u l d u s e a p e n w i t h a c c u r a c y a n d neatness,
w i thou t a c o p y, ” a c c o r d i n g to h e r b iographer, Rufus Anderson.

In M a y, 1817, Jeremiah Evarts, Treasurer of t h e American Board of
Commissioners f o r Foreign Missions v is i ted Brainerd a n d wrote h i s N e w V
Englandsuper ior. In h i s le t te r he described Catherine Brown:
“Her parents a r e half-breeds, w h o have never learnt to speak English; ye t if
you w e r e to see h e r In a boarding school in N e w England, as she ordinari ly
appears here, y o u w o u l d no t d is t ingu ish h e r f r o m well-educated females of t h e
s a m e age, e i t h e r by h e r complexion, features, dress, pronunciat ion, or
manners . I f y o u w e r e to s e e h e r in a re l ig ious m e e t i n g , y o u w ou ld no t
d is t ingu ish h e r un less by h e r m o r e t h a n common s imp l i c i t y a n d humi l i t y.
F r o m h e r super io r manners a n d c o m e l y person, s h e h a s probab ly a t t r a c t e d
m o r e a t t en t i on t h a n a n y o t h e r fema le in t h e (Cherokee) n a t i o n . S h e w a s
excess ive ly f o n d of d ress a n d of w e a r i n g a pro fus ion o f ornaments in h e r ears .
Las t fa l l s h e became ser ious a n d is be l i eved to expe r ienced re l i g ion a n d w a s
bapt ized in January 1818.” Cather ine B r o w n w a s t h e fi r s t I n d i a n bapt i zed by
t h e miss ionar ies o f t h e Board . A f t e r h e r conversion, Cather ine determined to
d e v o t e h e r ornaments to t h e miss ionary cause, a c c o r d i n g to t h e Evar ts ’ l e t t e r.

Dur ing t h e y e a r 1818, t h e Federal government a t t e m p t e d to remove a n d
re loca te t h e Cherokees. On November 4, 1818, h e r parents ar r ived at
Bra inerd on t h e i r w a y to t h e Ind ian Agency near Hiwassee, Tennessee.
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CATHERINE BROWN: A Cherokee L i l y Who Needs No Gi ld ing (Continued)

Rufus Anderson reco rded : “ O n November 4 , 1818, t h e o l d g rey -headed m a n
w i t h tears in h i s e y e s s a i d he m u s t go o v e r t h e Mississippi. T h e w h i t e p e o p l e
w o u l d n o t su f fe r h im to l i ve here. They h a d sto len h i s catt le, horses, a n d
hogs, u n t i l h e h a d very l i t t l e le f t . H e e x p e c t e d t o return f rom t h e Agency i n

about ten days a n d should then want Catherine to go home a n d prepare to go
w i t h h im to Arkansas. H e r Mother s a i d s h e c o u l d no t l i ve if Catherine w o u l d
n o t go w i t h them. Catherine rep l ied t h a t it wou ld be m o r e b i t te r t h a n death
to leave us ( a t Brainerd). H e r fa the r g r e w impa t i en t a n d t o l d h e r b i t ter ly he
w o u l d d isown h e r fo rever i f s h e w o u l d n o t g o a n d p r o m i s e d t h a t s h e c o u l d

cont inue h e r school ing w h e n t h e missionaries c a m e to Arkansas.”

There a r e t w o extant le t ters w h i c h Catherine Brown wro te to fr iends a f t e r h e r
pa ren t s l e f t Brainerd a n d cont inued the i r journey to Southwest Point. In one
of t h e let ters Catherine ment ioned f o u r o the r Cherokee g i r l s w h o w e r e a l s o
s tudy ing at Brainerd, A l i ce a n d Peggy Wilson, Ly d i a Lowery, a n d Ly d i a Car ter.
Parents of t h e s e f o u r students a lso l i ved in nor theastern corner of Alabama in
1818. Catherine’s brother, David Brown, a l s o attended Brainerd. In
November 1819, David B rown a n d ano the r young Cherokee, J o h n Arch, w e r e
involved in prepar ing a Cherokee spel l ing book w h i c h w a s l a t e r p r i n t e d f o r
use of t h e school.

John Brown did not immigrate to Arkansas in 1818, probably because he
became i l l . Upon hearing of the i r father’s illness, Catherine and David Brown
returned to Creek Path to be w i t h the i r father. David began to read and
interpret t h e Bib le f o r t he i r parents. John a n d Sarah Brown a n d o t h e r
members of t h e i r f am i l y w e r e conver ted to Christianity. In May 1820, David
Brown l e f t f o r Cornwall, Connecticut w h e r e he at tended t h e Moravian foreign
mission s c h o o l f o r about t w o years . He t h e n at tended Andover Col lege f o r
one y e a r . Whi le David w a s on h i s w a y to Connecticut, Cather ine w r o t e to
h i m a n d s ta ted :
“ I am so sor ry to h e a r t h a t y o u have l o s t y o u r horse. What w i l l y o u do n o w ? ”

A f t e r a lmost th ree y e a r s at Brainerd, Catherine Brown returned to Creek Path
to t e a c h Cherokee females. Rufus Anderson obtained Catherine’s d ia ry k e p t
dur ing t h i s t i m e p e r i o d . Entr ies dur ing h e r s i x d a y s o f t r a v e l h o m e t o Creek
Path are revealing:
“May 31.....This morn ing se t out f rom Brainerd w i t h my d e a r Father. Travelled
about 20 m i l es .

June 2.....Have been very s i c k today; but, blessed be God, am n o w a l i t t l e
bet te r. Hope I sha l l be ab le to t rave l tomorrow. Las t n i g h t I s l e p t on t h e
floor w i t h o u t a n y bed.
J u n e 5.....Have arr ived at my Father ’s b u t am y e t v e r y u n w e l l . We s lep t t w o
n igh ts on t h e g r o u n d w i t h o u r w e t blankets before we r e a c h e d o u r home. 8



CATHERINE BROWN: A Cherokee L i l y Who Needs No Gi ld ing (Continued)

June 20......It is t w o w e e k s t o d a y s ince I c o m m e n c e d teach ing a g i r l ’ s school . ”

Catherine o p e n e d h e r school w i t h about twenty young Cherokee g i r l s . H e r
enrollment soon increased, as some of t h e mothers of he r students began
at tending classes w i t h the i r daughters. The school w a s in sess ion f o r almost
n ine months of t h e y e a r. H e r fa ther t h e n m a d e a t r i p to Brainerd w i t h a
message w h i c h thanked t h e Moravians f o r t h e i r missionary e f f o r t s a n d

r e q u e s t e d t h e schools f o r b o t h boys a n d g i r l s be cont inued.

O n e N e w Englander w h o vis i ted in Creek Pa th Cherokee homes wrote of
seeing t h e women weav ing a n d of be ing served a dinner of fritters, butter,
honey, cheese, a n d t h i c k m i l k w h i c h he enjoyed. He a l s o s p o k e of t h e
Cherokees’ fi n e fields of co t ton a n d corn a n d numerous f ru i t trees.

When M r. a n d Mrs . Wil l iam Pot te r became missionaries to Creek Pa th in 1821
t h e y l ived i n t h e home o f J o h n a n d Sarah Brown f o r t w o m o n t h s . Several
y e a r s later, Mrs . Pot ter described Catherine Brown:
“ F o r sweetness of temper, meekness, gent leness, a n d forbearance, I never
s a w one w h o s u r p a s s e d h e r (Catherine). To h e r paren ts s h e w a s uncommonly
dut i fu l a n d affectionate. Nothing which could contribute to the i r happiness
was considered a burden. N o r d id she forget t h e poor slaves...... Having, at
her own expense, p u t a spel l ing book in to t h e hands of each of t h e younger
ones, she began w i t h zeal to tech them to read. One of these she had t h e
happiness o f see ing ab le to read the N e w Testament w i t h fluency, commi t t ing
hymns to memory. Before our arr ival Catherine had establ ished a w e e k l y
prayer mee t i ng w i t h t h e female members of t h e fami l y. She w a s n o t ent i re ly
f ree f r o m t h e inadvertencies of y o u t h b u t a lways rece ived r e p r o o f w i t h g rea t
meekness. She w a s mos t tenderly loved by a l l t h e chi ldren.”

In h e r d ia ry, Catherine wrote about t h e Reverend Pot ter preaching once every
t w o weeks . She stated, “Mos t of t h e peop le p resen t a r e wh i tes f rom t h e
o t h e r s i d e o f t h e r i v e r. I t i s p l e a s a n t t o h e a r a sermon p r e a c h e d w i t h o u t a n
in te rp re te r. ”

Catherine v is i ted in t h e home of D r. Alexander A. Campbe l l in Huntsville,
Alabama. Dr. Campbel l l a t e r wro te to t h e Rev. Pot ter a n d described
Catherine: “She w a s g r a c e f u l a n d p o l i t e a n d benevolence beamed f rom h e r
countenance. Some of my acqua in tances were unwi l l i ng to believe s h e w a s
an Indian. A diffident reservew a s a prom inen t t ra i t in h e r character, bu t when
we became w e l l acquainted, I found h e r per fec t ly a g r e e a b l e a n d intel l igent on
any ordinary sub jec t . She receivedvery marked at tent ion f r o m t h e vis i tors at
my home, a n d many of t h e pr inc ipa l fami l ies in t h e town s o u g h t an
a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h h e r a n d esteemed h e r fr iendship h igh ly. 9



CATHERINE BROWN: A Cherokee L i l y Who Needs No Gi ld ing (Continued)

Regretful ly, Catherine’s d ia ry e n d s on February 2, 1822, b u t s h e continued to
w r i t e le t te rs ( las t d iary ent ry recorded t h e death of h e r o l d e r brother J o h n w h o
le f t a wife, Susannah (sometimes ca l led Susan.) In t h e f a l l of 1822, Catherine
Brown became seriously i l l w i t h tuberculosis w h i c h had probably been prey ing
on h e r young body f o r s e v e r a l yea rs . In February 1823, s h e v is i ted Brainerd
a n d consu l ted w i t h Dr. Bu t le r w h o l i ved nearby. Enroute to Brainerd, s h e
encountered s to rmy w e a t h e r a n d w a s e x p o s e d to t h e c o l d elements w h i c h
made h e r cond i t ion worse. The s l i g h t c o u g h wh ich s h e h a d endured f o r some
t i m e became m u c h worse. S h e s p e n t th ree weeks at Brainerd before she
cou ld re turn t o h e r p a r e n t s ’ home a t Creek Path. O n February 10, 1823, she
wro te h e r brother David t h a t s h e w a s once aga in v is i t ing at Brainerd......her
l a s t v i s i t there.

A f te r Catherine re turned f r o m Brainerd, s h e r e q u e s t e d t h a t Mrs. Pot ter r e a d to
h e r some s y m p t o m s o f c o n s u m p t i o n f r o m a medica l book . A f t e r Catherine
c o m p a r e d t h e m e d i c a l e x p l a n a t i o n t o h e r o w n symptoms, s h e realized s h e had
t h a t dreaded disease. Catherine’s heal th fa i led rap id l y. On M a y 15, 1823,
s h e suffered a hemorrhage of t h e lungs. The Indians t r i e d some of t h e i r o l d
remedies, a n d a vis i t ing misslonary “b led h e r in t h e arm,” b u t he r condi t ion
worsened.

Her father sent f o r Dr. Campbel l who came from Huntsville and found her
“confined to h e r room a n d unable to raise herself without assistance.” Dr.
Campbell advised h e r pa ren ts tha t Catherine cou ld no t l ive long unless she
w a s m o v e d to h is home w h e r e he c o u l d treat h e r on a da i ly bas is . Catherine
cou ld n o t “endure t h e mot ion of a carr iage, even f o r a shor t distance.” She
w a s carr ied on a l i t t e r to t h e Tennessee River, p l a c e d on a boat, a n d m a d e t h e
for ty-mi le t r i p d o w n t h e r i ve r to Trianna. Once a g a i n s h e w a s ca r r i ed by l i t t e r
t h e distance of fi v e mi les to t h e home of D r. Campbel l . T h e d a y s h e l e f t Creek
Path, a throng o f h e r p e o p l e g a t h e r e d a l l a long t h e route f o r w h a t turned out t o
be t h e i r l a s t l ook at t h e i r beloved, beaut i fu l f r iend. H e r p e o p l e w a n t e d to t o u c h
h e r a n d en t rea ted h e r to return to t h e m soon.

On J u n e 13, 1823, Catherine w r o t e h e r l a s t l e t t e r to David te l l i ng h i m about
being t r e a t e d f o r h e r i l lness by Dr. Campbel l . She ment ioned t h e i r m o t h e r
w a s there w i t h h e r. During t h e n igh t of J u l y 17, 1823, h e r breathing became
even more labored. A l i t t l e p a s t 6 o’c lock a.m. on J u l y 18, 1823, “Catherine
e x p i r e d wi thout a g roan or a struggle. Even those a r o u n d t h e b e d scarce ly
knew t h a t t h e last breath had le f t he r. He r affl icted relatives conveyed he r
rema ins to Creek P a t h where, on t h e 20‘“, t h e y were depos i ted near t h e
residence of h e r p a r e n t s . A neat monument of wood, e rec ted by h e r bereaved
relatives, w a s p l a c e d at h e r g r a v e . ”

Her brother Davidwro te a mov ing p o e m which serves as a timeless eulogy: 10



CATHERINE BROWN: A Cherokee LIIyWho Needs No Gliding (continued)

WRITTEN BY DAVID BROWN on t h e death of h i s s is ter Cather ine Brown, t h e fi rs t
convert to t h e Christian fa i t h at Creek Path In t h e Cherokee Nation.
SOURCE: CHEROKEE PHOENIX AND INDIANS’ADVOCATE, VOL 1, NO. 52, published
Wednesday, March 11, 1829, page 4, column 1a

Ah, Cherokee, where Is the daughter of Brown?
She Is beneath t h e ta l l tree,
B u t h e r sp i r i t so spot less, has si lent ly b lown
Far away to Galvlatlchl. (The Cherokee name of t h e true God)
Death mark’d h e r h i s p rey In t h e blossom of youth .
From h i s grasp no k lnd a n g e l could save;
And conscience, meekness, rel igion, and truth,
A l l slumber In Catherine's grave.

The heraldsof g r a c e d r o p affectionate tears,
The maids of t h e forest a l l mourn;
Even the hea r t o f t h e wa r r i o r I s s a d w h e n he hears,
The l i l y of t h e val ley Is gone .
Thou wer t of t h e Indians w h o love t h e true God;
Who has c o m e f r o m t h e Arkansas wave,
To stain the sharp arrows In Cherokee's blood;
Stop sof t ly o'er Catherine's grave.

Ahl Who Is th is youth , In whose bosomwhere fi r e
0 ’ char i ty rises so high?
Who ardently pants In t h e land of h is sire,
To labor f o r long and die!
This you th Is t h e bro the r beloved o f t h e maid,
Who sleeps in t h e dark narrow cave;
He hastes to the w o o d where In childhood he played,
To preach beside Catherine's grave.

Ye Iaughters w h o dwe l l In t h e pleasant green shade,
Whom Catherine tenderly loved,
S h e m a d e y o u repent ; f o r y o u r p a r d o n s h e prayed;
A n d w e p t w h e n s h e s a w y o u unmoved!
No m o r e w i l l s h e p o i n t y o u to Calvary 's scenes,
Or te l l you t h a t Jesus w i l l save,
Come, chan t your sad dirges in sorrowful strains,
As ye stand around Catherine's grave.

Their notes soft ly sound through t h e silence of night ,
“Dear Saviour a l l praise shall be thine.’I
Ere long, in br ight g lo ry t h e gospol’s pure l i g h t
On each Cherokee 's dwe l l ing sha l l sh lno.
And w h e n at t h e v o i c e of Galvlatlchl,
The dead the i r lone mansions sha l l leave,
A fo rm wrapt in garments of l i gh t we shal l see
Arise f rom Catherine’s grave. 11
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HISTORIC MARKER In f r o n t of CHEROKEE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
on Alabama Highway 79 In southwestern edge of Guntersvlllo,AL

SOURCE: H e n r yS c h o o l c g fl . T h i r t yYears w i t h Indians
“The Reverend Will iam Potter, a missionary fo r 16 years among t h e Cherokees........said
they w e r e peaceably emigrat ing west, bu t had been delayed by l o w water in t h e
streams. Wh i l e t h u s wa i t i ng , abou t 500 persons h a d died. Th i s gen t l eman had been
s ta t ioned at CREEKPATH, w h e r e t h e mora l ly celebrated CATHERINE BROWN a n d h e r
b ro the r a n d paren ts l ived. Whi le there, he h a d a church o f abou t 60 m e m b e r s a n d
th inks t h e y exhib i ted as g o o d as evidences of Chr is t iani ty as t h e s a m e number of
wh i tes wou ld d o . He speaks in raptures of t h e country th i s peop le a r e l iv ing in , and
are n o w emigrat ing from, in t h e Cumberland Mountains, fu l l of spr ings, a reg ion of great
salubr i ty, fer t i l i ty, a n d picturesque beauty.”
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RENEW MEMBERSHIP by JANUARY 1

BOOKS FOR SALE

GROWING UP HARD: MEMORIES OF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN THE
EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY, pub l i shed jo int ly by t h e author, Dr. Ronald G.
Dykes, a n d t h e JCHA. The p r i c e of t h e book is $27.50 by m a i l or it m a y be
p u r c h a s e d at t h e Scottsboro Public Library or t h e Scottsboro-Jackson County
Heritage Center f o r $25 .00 . Ma i l check ($27.50) p a y a b l e to JCHA DYKES
BOOK ACCOUNT, P. O. B o x 1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768-1494.

THE HISTORY OFJACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, by John R. Kennamer, 1935
edition, r e p u b l i s h e d b y t h e JCHA. The p r i c e o f t h e book i s $23 .00 b y m a i l o r i t

« m a y be p u r c h a s e d at t h e Scottsboro-Jackson County Heritage Center f o r

$20.00. Mai l check ($23.00) p a y a b l e to HISTORY BOOK, P. O. B o x 1494,
Scottsboro, AL, 35768-1494.

MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW OR RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES $10.00

LIFE MEMBERSHIP $100.00

The membership year begins January 1. Any dues received before October 1
w i l l be fo r t h e current year. Dues received a f te r October 1 will accrue to t h e
following year. Members receive t h e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
quarterly in January, Apri l , Ju l y, a n d October.

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
P. 0. BOX 1494
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Sll l leY, ll l lY I8 , 2004, 1:00 p.m., “ H A and Mayor llon Bailey

Vllll co-host a dedication of the Robert 1'. Scott marker placed in the Scott

Cemetery by the Scottsboro High School Class of I N S . Members are encour‑

aged to attend a short business meeting a_t l:30 at file Scottsboro Laill m

[Isl M l . Donna Haislip has arranged for parkih‘g'atthe Daily Sentinel parking

lot. Transportation to the cemetery via golf carts and a tent‘with seating has been.

arranged by Mayor Bailey. The dedication program will include remarks by Mayor

Ron Bailey; Jerry Cunningham of the Class of I958; Scott family member Mark

Scott Skelton; and Ann B.Chambless. Dress comfortably for this summer pro‑

gram and wear comfortable shoes. SEE PAGES 9, IO. and I I for anintroduc‑

tion to Scottsboro’s Founding Father: Robert T. Scott.

llOl'E: JCHA EXECUTIVE BOARD Vlll.l. HEE'l' at Izoo p.m. prior to regular

business meeting, >
Ann Bl Chambless, Editor
435 Barbee Lane
Scottsboro'35769
Email: abc123@scott'sboro.org

' l

PLEASE INCLUDE 9 DIGIT
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membership renewal. IF LIFE MEMBERSHIP: $l00.00 h u m m u s ” ) ..........
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please notify the jCHA to JCHA TREASURER
assure continuity in mailings. P. O. Box I494

Scottsboro, AL 35768



LSCOTTSBORO DEPOT MUSEUM
On May 17, 2004, Jackson County
Historical Association President
Donna Haisl ip introduced Cheryl
Morgan of t h e Architecture Center
Services/Auburn University as t h e
facilitator at a cal led mee t i ng to
develop a master p l a n f o r final
restoration a n d o p e r a t i o n of t h e
Scottsboro Depot Museum. Ms.
Morgan p r e f a c e d h e r discussion by
stat ing: “The d e p o t is a p i e c e of a
larger“whole” a n d should p lay an
impor tan t r o l e in e c o n o m i c
development. To r e a c h t h a t g o a l ,
t h e JCHA m u s t w o r k closely w i t h
t h e C i t y of Scottsboro, t h e
Scottsboro-Jackson Heritage
Center, a n d t h e Scottsboro-Jackson
County Chamber of Commerce.
When t h e Scottsboro Freight Depot
was c o m p l e t e d i n 1861, i t se rved a s
t h e heart of t h e fledgling vi l lage
w i t h businesses a n d residences
p a r a l l e l to t he railroad. The
building’sarchitectural lines are
very s imple Georgian sty le, a n d t h e
or ig inal building costs amounted to
$2,000. The depot w a s p l a c e d on
t h e National Reg is te r of Historic
Places in 1998, a n d a s m a l l g r a n t

f rom t h e Alabama Historical
Commission c o u p l e d w i t h l o c a l
contributions p r o v i d e d funds f o r
stabilizing t h e building. John F.
Neely, depo t restoration chairman,
has raised matching funds f o r a
40/10 g r a n t of $49,990 from lSTEA.
Ms. Morgan discussed future
fundraising, a n d s t a t e d tha t t h e
JCHA p r o v i d e s creditabil i ty f o r
estate planning g i f t s a n d an Honor
Wall to commemorate donations of
a l l types.

7 The final restoration s teps w i l l
include ex te r io r painting, handicap
ADA ramp, HVAC, remov ing t h e
eas t dock, a n d bidding these
pro jec ts . June 2005 is the
comp le t i on g o a l .
M s . Morgan e n c o u r a g e d t h e

attendees to focus on c o m m u n i t y
history as t h e d e p o t becomes a
museum w i t h a railroad focus.
Attendees discussed exhibits a n d
developing a vi l lage model
depicting Scottsboro’s ea r l y
development a long t h e t racks of
t h e Memphis a n d Charleston
Railroad wh ich g a v e b i r th to t h e
town. The collection of interior a n d

exterior ar t i fac ts c o u l d include
railroad s tock (i.e., a caboose); o l d
cour t house c lock faces (Seth
Thomas a n d one of 12 in
existence); Scottsboro Boys case
art i facts (i.e., cou r t room bench);
a n d a var ie ty of Scottsboro related
maps, documents, a n d artifacts.
The need for a burglar alarm and
fi r e alarm w a s discussed.
Ms. Morgan emphas ized t h e
impor tance of t h e depot as a
ca ta l ys t in revitalization of t h e area
surrounding t h e depo t . She
e n c o u r a g e d t h e J C H A t o b e

p r e p a r e d t o o f f e r tours a n d a n o r a l

history p rog ram w h e n t h e d e p o t
museum i s o p e r a t i o n a l . She a l so
challenged t h e JCHA to m a k e t h e
depot museum Scottsboro’s 2005
exclamation p o i n t !

ANCESTOR SEARCHING:
FERGUSON 8. FIN‘CHER: Mary Ne l l
Ferguson Haynes, 5985 Haysvi l le
Road, Guston, KY 40142, is w r i t i n g
a fami ly history a n d w o u l d l i k e to
c o r r e s p o n d w i t h Fincher &

Ferguson descendants. 2



STRAY BULLETS H AV E NO EYES by A l l e n W. H a g g a r d (JCHA Member )
(Rev iewed b y J C H A m e m b e r J o h n B . H e m b r e e o f L e x i n g t o n , K e n t u c k y )

A h e r o of Wo r l d W a r II f r o m J a c k s o n C o u n t y, Alabama, s i t s a l o n e at h i s h o m e

on t h e b l u f f o f S a n d Mounta in over look ing t h e Tennessee Rive r a n d t h e c o r n

and co t ton fie lds f r o m w h e n c e h e o n c e c h o s e t o e s c a p e .

Se rgean t A l b e r t Haggard jo ined t h e U. S . A r m y in 1940 a t t h e a g e o f 17, “ t o
f e e d m y s e l f a n d p u t c l o t h e s o n m y b a c k . ” H e w a s b o r n i n R i c h a r d C i t y,
Tennessee, j u s t a c r o s s t h e s t a t e l i n e f r o m B r i d g e p o r t , A l a b a m a . P a r t o f h i s
ch i ldhood w a s spen t on a f a r m n e a r I s l and C r e e k a c r o s s f r o m t h e T VA s t e a m
p l a n t l o c a t e d b e t w e e n B r i d g e p o r t a n d Stevenson .
H i s w i f e d i e d a f e w y e a r s a g o . H i s d a u g h t e r V i c k y a n d h i s son, A l l e n W.

Haggard, l i ve n e a r b y in Cha t t anooga , Tennessee . H i s daugh te r G lenda l i ves in
M e m p h i s ,  Te n n e s s e e .

I n 1940, A l b e r t H a g g a r d w a s a s s i g n e d t o t h e i n f a n t r y a n d w a s s e n t t o F o r t

Bragg . W h i l e t r a i n i n g there , he t o o k n o t e o f t h e n e w l y f o r m e d para t roop
bat ta l ion w i t h t h e i r “ s h i n y j u m p b o o t s . ” H e i m m e d i a t e l y a s k e d f o r a t r a n s f e r

to t h e 82"“ A i rbo rne . A l len re la tes h i s father ’s m i l i t a r y exper iences f r o m N o r t h
A f r i c a t o B e r l i n . I n t h e p r e f a c e , h e sta tes : “ A l l m y l i f e I h a v e h e a r d b i t s a n d
p i e c e s o f t h e s t o r y, a n d l h a v e fi l l ed i n t h e m iss i ng p i e c e s to t h e b e s t o f my
ab i l i t y. ”
Readersw i l l be astounded by t h e ab i l i t y, and, yes, l u c k of t h i s t rue J a c k s o n
County he ro as he t ra ined in N o r t h Africa, a n d engaged in combat in I t a l y,
Normandy, France, Be lg ium (including t h e B a t t l e of t h e Bulge), a n d Ber l in.
The au thor in te rmi t ten t l y g ives an h is to r i ca l account o f w o r l d events w h i c h
preceded t h e b a t t l e s .
PFC A lbe r t Hagga rd landed in Casablanca in M a y 1943; in J u l y he w a s loaded
i n t o a 6-47 f o r h i s fi r s t j u m p as pa r t o f t h e invas ion i n t o S i c i l y. I t w a s t h e n on
to Sa le rno a n d t h e fi e r c e figh t ing in t h e h i l l s o f I t a l y. F r o m I t a l y h i s u n i t w a s
deployed t o E n g l a n d t o a w a i t t h e invas ion o f Europe . B y S e p t e m b e r 1943, S g t .
Hagga rd w a s a p a r t o f “Ope ra t i on Marke t Garden.” (Readers w i l l r eca l l t h e
m o v i e A BRIDGET O O FAR.) A l l e n g i v e s a fi r s t h a n d accoun t o f t h e fierce
figh t i ng in B e l g i u m .
W h e n w r i t i n g a b o u t t h e B a t t l e o f t h e B u l g e , A l l e n H a g g a r d c h o s e t h e no tes o f

t h e g rea t repor te r, E r n i e Py le , to e x p r e s s h i s t h o u g h t s . S g t . H a g g a r d s ta ted :
“ A t no t i m e w a s I m o r e a f ra i d t h a n t h e n i g h t t h e G e r m a n s surrendered.”
T h e a u t h o r c a p t u r e s t h e i n n o c e n c e o f s o m a n y y o u n g m e n w h o c a m e f r o m

f a r m s a n d s m a l l t o w n s a n d exper ienced t h e v io lence of w a r . T h e r e a d e r

b e c o m e s aware t h a t “ h a r d l i v i n g ” o f t e n prepared t h e young so ld ie rs to surv ive

the hor ro rs o f t h e w a r .
At a recent d inner g iven by h i s fr iends, S g t . Haggard w a s presented a
Resolut ion of R e s p e c t F o r Serv ice by Jackson C o u n t y S t a t e Representat ive
John Robinson.
STRAY BULLETS HAVE NO EYES m a y be purchased f o r $25 .00 f r o m :

A l l en W. Haggard , 816 L inden H a l l Road, C h a t t a n o o g a , T N 37415. 3



GEORGE HARLIN
Copyrighted by Patty Woodall 2004

George Harlin was granted two reservations,which was unusual. The first reservation was
granted on June 1, 1818, on the Coosawattee River in Georgia where he lived.1 The con‑
vention of February 27, 1819, granted reservations to
those who had “a t al l times supported the measures
of the Government in public transactions with the
Cherokee Nation in the late negotiations for ex‑
change of land”.2 George Harlin had steadily sup‑
ported the United States at the displeasure of the
Cherokee Nation and was rewarded with a second
reservation under Treaty of February 27, 1819, in fee
simple in the area that later became Hollywood,
Jackson County, Alabama.3 The Harlin reservation
was one of two reservations given in Jackson County,
Alabama where the reservee did not live on their res‑
ervation.4 Robert Armstrong surveyed the reserva‑
tion on February 12, 18205. It was located primarily
in Section 3, Township 4, South Range 6 East and
joined Margaret Morgan’s reservation, which joined
James Riley’s reservation.6 In 1828,a list of reserves,

, '11,;

fl
4/6047” W

Figure 1 - Survey of George Harlin res‑
ervation in Alabama.

which included George Harlin that had been surveyed and were exempt from land sales
and enteredon the books at the Huntsville Land Office, was sent to the Office of Indian
Affairs.7

Figure 2 - Topographical map showing the
Harlin. M o r g a n and Rilev reservations.

« Apparently the location of George Harlin’s res‑
ervation in Alabama was considered inade‑

_ quate. In July 1819, Colonel Return Meigs
wrote the Secretary of War asking that Harlin’s
reservation be granted on either the north or
south side of James Riley’s or Margaret Mor ‑
gan’s reservation where it would be valuable
land or else Harl in would “lose what was in‑

‘ tended for him.”8 John C. Calhoun, the Secre‑
tary of War, did not do anything about
changing the location of Harlin’s reservation.
On January 12, 1824, George Harlin petitioned
Congress essentially to exchange the location of
his reservation with a location joining James

Riley’s reservation on the south.9 Congress reviewed the case several times before finally
postponing the bi l l indefinitely.10 4



Since George Harlin had received his reservation in fee simple, it was legal for him to sell i t ,
which he did before August 1828. In a letter to Thomas McKinney, Gideon Morgan, Jr.
stated that George Harlin’s reserve was on rich cotton land and that it sold for $5,120.“
No buyer was mentioned.

George was born in 1779 in the Cherokee Nation East in what later became Tennessee and
died in 1848.12 He was 5/16 blood Cherokee and belonged to the Wolf Clan.13 George was
the son of Ka‐ ti Kingfisher and Ellis Harlin and the grandson of Nancy Ward on his
mother’s side of the family.14 Ellis Harlin, a Cherokee trader, was born 1731 in Chester
County, Pennsylvania and was a son of Ezekiel and Hannah (Osborn) Harlin and grandson
of Ezekiel and Rachel (Buffington) Harlin.15 Ellis Harlin was present at the Treaty of
Sycamore Shoals with the Cherokees in 1775 and in 1779 he was named North Carolina’s
agent to the tribe.16

George’s mother, Caty Harlin, took a reservation #110 in her own right on May 27, 1818 at
Pumpkin Town to include the place where M r.Bible lived.17

George Harlin married first Nannie Vann daughter of Joseph and Wa-wli Vann. He mar‑
ried second about 1801 Nancy Sanders who was born July 15, 1782 in Georgia and died
July 11, 1834 Washington Co, Arkansas and was the daughter of Mitchell and Susannah
Sanders.18 He married third about 1814 Annie May who was born about 1790 and was the
daughter of William May. Ann was a “white lady and a superior woman in every re‑
spect.”19 He married fourth about 1845 Eliza Riley daughter of Looney and Rachel (Stu‑
art) Riley.20 George died in 1848, and his last wife, Eliza, is listed on the 1851 Old Settler
Roll. in Tahlequah District #133 living next to two brothers and one sister.

George and Nancy (Sanders) Harlin had the following children:
1. E l i Harlin born 1802 in Georgia and died May 2, 1850.2]
2. Ellis Sanders Harlin born March 4, 1804 in Georgia and died December 7, 1866.22
3. Sallie Harlin born about 1806 in Georgia and died about 1827.23

George an Annie (May) Harlin had one child:
4. Elmira Harlin born about 1815 in Georgia and died about 1858.24

NOTE: Patty Woodall resides at 206 Harris Avenue, Stevenson, AL 35772. Her email
address is: Pattywoo@charter.net
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THE OLD SCHOOL AT LONG ISLAND
by J o h n Hembree of Lexington, KY
Y o u m u s t b e g e t t i n g o l d i f y o u

r e m e m b e r t h e o l d three-room
school at Long Island, Alabama.
The on l y reco rds I c o u l d find a re
minutes f r o m t h e Jackson Coun ty
Board of Educat ion. The October
21, 1927, minutes s t a t e d
“Mr.Searcy (Atwood) c a m e before
t h e board in r e g a r d s to t h e locat ion
of a schoo l s i t e a n d bui ld ing of a
schoo l house su i tab le f o r t h e needs
o f t h e ch i l d ren o f t h e L o n g Is land
d is t r ic t . ” He a s k e d t h e board to
l o o k over t h e area, a n d t h e b o a r d
a g r e e d to do so on October 27,
1927.
T h e s i t e se lec ted w a s a five a c r e

tract about one-quarter mi le east of
t h e NC&STL Railroad Depot ( the
depot no longer exists.) The land
w a s o w n e d b y C . L . James a n d i s i n
t h e corner of Sect ion 2, Township
1, Range 9 East. V
No record ex is t s as to where Long
Island chi ldren a t tended schoo l
p r i o r t o t h i s t ime. I do k n o w t h a t
t h e chi ldren of H o g J a w Val ley
(south a n d east of t h e Long Is land
communi ty) a t tended Harr is Chapel
Schoo l . My father, Gordon
Hembree,a n d h i s brothers, I k e a n d

B o b Hembree, s p o k e o f a t t e n d i n g
s c h o o l t h e r e T h e o l d Har r i s Chape l
bu i ld ing is s t i l l s tand ing a n d is u s e d
by t h e commun i t y.
Long Island w a s des igna ted Dis t r i c t
One a n d w a s author ized a three ‑
r oom bui ld ing in February 1928.
Bids w e r e considered at t h e J u n e
29, 1928, m e e t i n g , a n d a contract
w a s awarded to H. A . Crawfo rd f o r
$3,890.00 “ f o r a c o m p l e t e job ,
including ven t i l a t ing heaters,

blackboards, pa in t , etc., acco rd i ng
t o p l a n s a n d s p e c i fi c a t i o n s f r o m t h e
S t a t e B o a r d of Educat ion. ”
T h e bui ld ing w a s “ L ” shaped w i t h
t h e fi r s t a n d s e c o n d g r a d e s t o t h e
r igh t . Third, fourth, a n d fi f t h
g r a d e s w e r e t o t h e l e f t . S i x t h g r a d e

a n d above w e r e in t h e l a s t room,
a n d t h e p r inc ipa l t a u g h t t h e h ighe r
g rades in tha t room.
T h e minutes s h o w e x p e n d i t u r e s of:
$ .91 p a i d to Scot tsboro Hardware;
$12.00 p a i d to M r. Walraven f o r a
chair; a n d $3 .00 p a i d to Mrs . A l l i e
L o y d ( w h o t a u g h t t he re ) f o r
j a n i t o r i a l s u p p l y. O t h e r e a r l y
teache rs w e r e David Cargi le , A . S .
Hi l l , M iss J. V. Ou t law f r o m Section,
a n d Miss El iza M a e Briscoe
(Woodall) a n d Hugh J a c k Rudder.
Since t h e bui ld ing h a d no water,
water w a s carr ied f rom a w e t
wea the r sp r ing ac ross t h e r o a d
w h i l e i t las ted. T h e n we w e n t to
t h e w e l l at t h e Robert Gent ry home
near t h e depot . In t h e la te 1930s,
t h e county decided to d r i l l a w e l l
ad jacent to t h e bui ld ing. The water
w a s s u l f u r t a s t i n g a n d o n e c o u l d
no t dr ink i t .
On J u n e 28, 1964, t h e county board
conso l ida ted t h e L o n g Is land s c h o o l
w i t h t h e B r i d g e p o r t s c h o o l . A
m o t i o n w a s m a d e t o s e l l t h e s c h o o l
t o t h e F i r s t B a p t i s t C h u r c h o f L o n g
Island, b u t t h a t agreement w a s

never c o n s u m m a t e d . T h e bui ld ing
a n d property l a t e r so l d to a
commun i t y g roup in 1964. Sadly,
t h e bui ld ing burned in 1965 or 1966.
NOTE BY AUTHOR J O H N HEMBREE: I
a t t e n d e d L o n g I s l a n d S c h o o l f r o m 1933
u n t i l 1939. I g r a d u a t e d f r o m Br idgepor t
H i g h S c h o o l i n 1944. The a u t h o r i s
g r a t e f u l f o r t h e he lp o f B e t t y e Guffey
of t h e JCBOE. 7



Figure 1 - L o n g Island School bu i l t In 1928 where Eliza M a e Briscoe Woodall
t augh t 1937-1938 school y e a r. She w a s p a i d $65 .00 p e r m o n t h or a t o t a l of
$ 4 5 5 f o r a 7-month schoo l y e a r . Mrs. J o h n 3. Gordon (Kathleen) Hembree, S r .
was the principal, a n d Eliza M a e taught thlrd, fourth, a n d fi f t h g r a d e s . Long
Island consolidated w i t h Bridgeport schoo l In 1964.

r

F igure 2 ‐ Home of John B. Gordona n d Kathleen Hembree, 8r., (parents of
John Hembree of Lexington, KY) where Eliza Mae Brlscoe (Woodall) a n d Ms. J.
V. Out law boarded when t h e y taugh t a t Long Island. M r. Hembree p u r c h a s e d

t h e house f r o m M r. Ladd w h o probably bu i l t t h e house c i rca 1892-1893. John
B. Gordon Hembree, S r . was born Dec 6, 1903,a n d died A p r 21, 1988.
Kathleen Hembree was born Sept 27, 1904, a n d died Sep t 8, 1965.
8



SCOTTSBORO AND I T S FOUNDING FATHER: ROBERT T. SCOTT

by Ann B. Chambless

Scottsboro’s h is tory runs deep, reach ing i n t o t h e l i ves of m e n a n d women w h o
blended t h e o l d w i t h t h e new. One hundred fi f t y y e a r s ago, Robert Thomas
Scot t p u r c h a s e d t h e heart of present-day downtown Scottsboro. In i t s
genesis, t h e name Sage To w n w a s descr ipt ive of t h e area. Wi th t h e 1855-56
advent of t h e Memphis a n d Charleston Railroad, t h e v i l l age name changed to
Scott ’s Mi l ls .
Bo rn a p r o m o t e r a n d c i t y planner, Robert T. Sco t t developed a town p l a t a n d
so ld lo t s a l o n g t h e rai lroad. Even before t h e br ick d e p o t w a s finished in 1861,
business houses b e g a n to a p p e a r on Main St reet w h i c h is n o w Map le Avenue.
The a p p l i c a t i o n f o r t h e fi r s t p o s t o f fi c e w a s i n t h e name o f Scott ’s Mil ls. I n

June 1859, t h e p o s t o f fice became Scottsborough a n d w a s n o t changed to
Scottsboro u n t i l M a y 1891.
Using h i s p o l i t i c a l ski l ls, Robert T. S c o t t lobbied t h e county commissioners to
move t h e county sea t f r o m Bellefonte to Scottsboro. T h e C iv i l War a n d Scot t ’s
unt imely death in 1863 at t h e hands of Federal troops d i d n o t de te r h i s family.
f rom pu‘rsing Scott ’s dream a f t e r t h e War.
As Administratrix of h e r l a te husband’s estate, Elizabeth Ann Scot t fol lowed
Scott’s wishes. In an a c t o f generos i ty, t h e Scot t heirs g a v e t h e county lo t s
fo r a pub l i c square on wh ich to erect a cour t house. John Whitfield also
donated lo ts f rom acreage he had previously purchased from Robert T. and
Elizabeth Ann Scot t . Auction of lots f rom these t w o sizable land donations
prov ided both land and money necessary to build t he court house. County
records were moved f rom Bellefonte to Scottsboro in November 1869, thus
assur ing t h e g r o w t h a n d development of Scottsboro as t h e l e g a l a n d marke t
center of Jackson County.
When incorporated in January 1869, t h e c i t y l im i t s extended one-hal f m i l e
in a l l directions f r o m t h e depo t . A f t e r i t s c o m p l e t i o n in 1871, t h e cour t house
became t h e center of a 5/8 m i l e c i t y l im i t rad ius . The fi r s t business house on
t h e p u b l i c square w a s bu i l t in 1870; t h e s e c o n d bui lding w a s e r e c t e d in 1880.
Both buildings were on t h e east e n d of t h e n o r t h s i d e of t h e s q u a r . '
In 1881, a fi r e damaged severa l business houses on bo th s ides of t h e rai l road.
One by one, these businesses began to move to t h e cou r t house square . In
1882, t h e street lead ing f r o m t h e depo t to t h e Harr is House located on t h e
no r th e n d of Broad Street w a s l ined w i t h a r o w of bri l l iant lamps w h i c h “ g i v e
ou r l i t t l e t o w n q u i t e t h e a i r of a c i t y ” accord ing to t h e loca l newspaper. The
ed i t o r a l s o r e p o r t e d t h a t Scottsboro h a d th ree Sunday Schools a n d s t a t e d
“The be l ls frequently r i ng simultaneously w h i c h g i v e s t h e p l a c e a Metropolitan
a p p e a r a n c e . ”

In 1883, THE SCOTTSBORO CITIZEN ed i to r r e p o r t e d : “Scottsboro needs a
fi r s t class school, an artesian well on t h e square, a c i t y hal l , a t i n shop, a
tailor, a n d more m o n e y. ” In 1892, t h e loca l ed i to r s ta ted: “There is more
building go ing on in Scottsboro t h a n at a n y t i m e in i t s h is tory. ” 9



SCOTTSBSORO AND I T S FOUNDING FATHER: ROBERT T. SCOTT (Continued)

Robert T. S c o t t w a s b o r n on December 1, 1800, in Granvi l le Coun ty, N C . In
1817, he m o v e d f r o m Wake County, NC, to Madison Coun ty, AL, w i t h h i s
parents, Wil l iam Alexander a n d Jane (Thomas) S c o t t a n d h i s f o u r brothers,
John T. Scott, Henry J. Scott, Wil l iam A. Scott, Jr. , a n d Thomas W. Scot t .
H i s fa the r bought land nea r Maysvi l le. S c o t t Fami ly t radi t ion re la tes t h a t
Will iam Alexander Scott , S r . h a d dreams of establ ishing a t o w n in t h i s area,
a n d deeds a n d o t h e r Madison County c o u r t documents s u p p o r t t h i s idea .
Wil l iam Alexander Scot t , S r . d i e d in 1829 a n d w a s bur ied in t h e Sco t t fami l y
cemetery on h i s fa rm, p e r a Madison County, AL deed.
A f t e r t h e i r father ’s death, f o u r of t h e fi v e S c o t t brothers ( a l l e x c e p t Thomas
W.) m o v e d to Jackson County,A L . Wi l l iam A. Scott , J r . bough t land at t h e
f o o t of t h e n o r t h s i d e of J u l y Mountain. J o h n T. S c o t t s e t t l e d n e a r William, J r .

Henry J. a n d Robert T. S c o t t m o v e d to Bellefonte a b o u t 1834.
Robert T. S c o t t s e r v e d t w o terms as Madison County ’s S t a t e Representat ive.
While l i v ing in Bellefonte, Robert T. S c o t t w a s e lec ted Jackson Coun ty Ci rcu i t
Clerk in 1838. He w a s e lec ted as Jackson County’s S ta te Representa t i ve f o r

t h e terms of 1836-1837 a n d 1837-1838. He s e r v e d a g a i n 1839-1840; 1842-1843;
1844-1845; 1847-1848; a n d 1853-1854. He s e r v e d as a d e l e g a t e to t h e
convent ion of t h e southern w i n g of t h e Democratic Par ty w h i c h nominated
Breckenridge f o r p r e s i d e n t in 1860.
About 1850 Robert T. Scot t began buying land in Sections 19, 29, 30, a n d 32 of
Township 4, Range 6 East. He bu i l t a h o m e in t h e w e s t h a l f of t h e northeast
q u a r t e r of Sect ion 29 near t h e location of t h e Scot t Cemetery where he a n d

h is wife, Elizabeth Ann (Parsons) Sco t t are buried. Family tradi t ion re la tes his
home was ca l led White Cot tage a n d w a s burned by Federal troops dur ing t h e
Civ i l War. H i s s a w m i l l a n d sh ing le m i l l w e r e a l so loca ted n e a r h i s home.
In 1866, ElizabethA n n Sco t t w a s a p p o i n t e d administratrix of h e r husband’s
estate a n d fi led f o r d o w e r r i g h t s in t h e 1240 acres o w n e d by S c o t t at t h e t i m e
of h i s death.

An inventory o f p e r s o n a l p roper ty m a d e in 1863 graph ica l l y d e p i c t s t h e p r e ‑
Civ i l Wa r l i festy le of t h e Robert T. S c o t t f am i l y. T h e inventory inc luded ( b u t is
n o t l im i ted t o ) t h e fo l low ing i tems:
1 s e t of China; 1 s e t of stone d inne r p la tes ; 2 p a r l o r candelabras; 1 p a r l o r

lamp; 2 s m a l l o i l l amps ; 2 fl o w e r vases; 1 la rge look ing glass; 1 clock; 1 w a s h

b o w l a n d pi tcher; 6 s tone jars ; 1 s e t of knives a n d forks; 1 l o t of cook ing
utensils; 1 (pie) safe; 3 sets of hand irons; 2 smooth ing irons; 1 90-gal lon
molasses boiler; 2 la rge w a s h kettles; 1 p a r l o r shovel a n d tongs; 3 se t s hand
irons; 1 m a r b l e s l a b table; 1 s e t of p a r l o r chairs; 1 set of d in ing chairs; 1 sofa;
3 bedsteads;3 mattresses; 3 feather beds; 1 bureau; 1 wash s t a n d a n d 1 work
stand;300 volumes of miscellaneous works; 1 steam g r i p a n d saw mi l l ; 1
shingle machine; 1 l o t of leather a n d e las t i c m i l l belts; 1 car r iage a n d harness;
1 buggy; numerous household a n d farming tools; cat t le; hogs ; mules, a y o k e of
oxen, one b a y horse; 3 wagons; 1 U.S. map; a n d 1 wa te r coo le r. 10



The Robert T. S c o t t p rope r t y inventory r e c o r d e d h o w t h e s t o c k a n d o t h e r

i t ems w e r e d i sposed o f : .
4 mu les w e r e s o l d f o r Confederate money
1 m u l e w a s t a k e n by t h e Yankees
1 ox s o l d f o r Confederate money
1 ox died
8 head of c a t t l e w e r e t a k e n by t h e Yankees
Some h o g s t a k e n by t h e Yankees a n d s o m e w e r e t a k e n by l o c a l c i t izens
1 car r i age a n d harness w e r e t a k e n by t h e Yankees
Shingle m i l l g r i p a n d s a w m i l l were burned by t h e Yankees
Steam boi ler s t i l l on hand
3 se ts o f p l o w g e a r w e r e s t o l e n a n d s e v e r a l p loughs w e r e t a k e n (no names)
30 p o u n d s of c o r n s o l d f o r Confederate money
500 p o u n d s of p o r k s o l d f o r Confederate money
1 b a y c o l t s o l d fo r Greenback sure ty

These i tems w e r e a d d e d as an addendum to t h e o r i g i n a l inventory as fo l lows:
1 corn sheller, 1 w h e a t fan, 1 bedstead, 1 cher ry chest, carpets , 2 large
waiters, a n d 2 s m a l l wa i te rs .
An account on Benjamin Snodgrass f o r $40.00 f o r t h e runn ing g e a r of a g i n
Railroad s t o c k in t h e amount of $1400.00
$2700.00 f o r funded Confederate money
$1,000.00in bank notes on var ious banks in Alabama, Tennessee, Georgia,
Nor th Carolina, a n d South Carolina

The l i s t included notes on t h e fol lowing individuals:
John Martin, H. C. Bradford, Benjamin Snodgrass, D. P. Skelton, T. J. Prather,

,J' M. P. Lyon, A. S. Gossett, Or in Hil l, John McClendon, T. J. Gist, R. C. Brewer,
John Daniel, J . M. Hudgins, T. B. Griffin, a n d A. Moore.The Inventory w a s
recorded by Jackson County Probate J u d g e L. C. Coulson on December 18,
1865, a n d a p p e a r s t o b e a r t h e p e r s o n a l s i g n a t u r e o f E . A . S c o t t a s
Administratr ix.
ROBERT THOMAS A N D ELIZABETH A N N SCOTT’s CHILDREN: ' I
1. Wa l te r Parsons S c o t t (1827-1829)
2. M a r y J a n e S c o t t (1828-1912) Mar r ied D r. J a m e s M. Parks
3. Char lo t te C. S c o t t (1831-1906) Marr ied James T. Ske l t on
4. Thomas W. S c o t t (1832-1832)
5. Lucy Haywood S c o t t (1834-and d ied as infant)
6. Elizabeth Ann S c o t t (1836-1839)
7. Dr. Robert T. Scott , J r . (1837-?) Marr ied J u d i t h M. Buchanan (He w a s

second m a y o r of Scottsboro)
8 . Daugh te r b o r n a n d d i e d on November 16, 1839
9 Wal te r A. S c o t t (1841- ?) Married Missour i Chambliss
10. El len Glass S c o t t (1843-1843)
11 . S o n b o r n a n d d i e d o n A p r i l 26, 1845
12. Lucy Haywood S c o t t (1846-1925) Marr ied Robert H u g h Bynum 11



L RENEW MEMBERSHIP by JANUARY 1

BOOKS FOR SALE

GROWING UP HARD: MEMORIES OF JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN THE
EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY, p u b l i s h e d jointly by t h e author, Dr. Ronald G. '
Dykes, a n d t h e JCHA. The p r i c e of t h e book is $27.50 by m a i l or it may be
p u r c h a s e d at t h e Scottsboro Public Library or t h e Scottsboro-Jackson County
Heritage Center f o r $25 .00 . Mai l check ($27.50) p a y a b l e to JCHA DYKES
BOOK ACCOUNT, P. O. Box 1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768-1494.

THE HISTORY OFJACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, by John R. Kennamer, 1935
edition, r e p u b l i s h e d b y t h e JCHA. The p r i c e o f t h e book i s $ 2 3 . 0 0 b y m a i l o r i t

may be p u r c h a s e d at t h e Scottsboro‐Jackson County Heritage Center f o r

$20.00. Mai l check ($23.00) p a y a b l e to HISTORY BOOK, P. O. B o x 1494,
Scottsboro, AL, 35768-1494.

MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW 0R RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES $10.00

LIFE MEMBERSHIP $100.00 "

The membership yea r begins January 1. Any dues received before October 1
w i l l be f o r t h e current year. Dues received af te r October 1 will accrue to t h e

following year. Members receive the JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
quarter ly in January, April, Ju l y, a n d October.

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
P. 0. BOX 1494
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494

Please p r o v i d e :

NAME
ADDRESS ,
CITY STATE *ZIP CODE

*Please p r o v i d e 9-wdigit z ip code.
NEW RENEWAL

IF PAID 2004 does not appearon your current mailing
label, PLEASE forward your check to JCHA Treasurer.

PLEASEremember to s e n d a n y change of address to JCHA.
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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION WILL MEET

SUNDAY, OCT 3I,2004, 2:00 PM. .5

JCHA member Betty GuIIatt Budlong will host an Open house for JCHA

members and their guests at her recently restoredTownsend-Gullatt

House. The JCHA will serve lemonade and cookies. The house can

be reached from Highway 72 by turning on C0 RD 33 and traveling

west through Hollywood. From the intersection OfHighway72 and

CO RD 33, travel 3.6 miles. Look for the Fairfield Baptist Church sign

where you will turn right on C0 RD 34 which ends in front of the

Townsend-Gullatt House. Casual dress and comfortable walking shoes

are suggested. David EIy,the restoration architect,will present a short

program on the architecture and restoration Ofthe house.

VOLUME l6 NUMBER4 October 2004

PLEASE INCLUDE 9 DIGIT Ann B. Chambless, Editor
ZIP CODE with your . ’ . . 435 Barbee Lane
membership renewal. IF Iackson County Historical Assocuation Sc sboro, AL 35769

YOUR ADDRESS CHANGES, P-0' Box I494 . abc123@scottsboro.org I
please notify the JCHA to Scottsboro, AL 357684494 ' a

assure continuity in mailings.



MEMORIAL
J o y c e a n d Al f red Kennamer
g a v e $25.00 in Memory o f

VIOLA HAMLET

PAINT ROCK VALLEY PROJECT
The National Reg is te r of Histor ic
Places nomination of t h e Paint
Rock Va l ley Mul t ip le Property
Submission (MPS) w a s a p p r o v e d

by t h e Alabama Histor ical
Commission’s Nat ional Review
Board on June 10, 2004.
The MP3 discusses r u r a l resources,
s u c h as farmsteads a n d associated
fields, as w e l l as c ross roads
v i l lages w h i c h d o t Pa in t Rock
Va l ley. Resource types w e r e
ident ified va l l ey w i d e to fac i l i ta te
future individual a n d d is t r ic t
nominations.

ANCESTOR SEARCHING IN
JACKSON COUNTY:
SHARON K. PEEL, 8609 CR 1103-3,
Grandview, TX 76050-4405, seeks
in fo on CAVIN, DAVIS, MATTHEWS,
a n d LEE families. Can y o u help?

PROPOSED REVISION OF BYLAWS
At t h e J u l y business m e e t i n g , t h e
B y l a w s RevisionCommittee
recommended t h e dues f o r a n n u a l

membership be ra ised f r o m $ 1 5 .00
to $20.00, w i t h a $15 .00 ra te f o r
s e n i o r cit izens ( 6 2 a n d over) a n d
students ( 2 2 a n d under) . The in ‑
crease is to t a k e e f fec t on J a n 1,
2005. Dues sha l l b e p a y a b l e a t t h e
fi r s t mee t i ng in January and shal l
be delinquent by t h e fi r s t meet ing
in Apr i l . F ina l vo te w i l l be at

October 31 business meet ing .

DYKES BOOK REVIEWED IN THE
ALABAMA REVIEW by B e t t y
Forbus, Director of t h e Houston‑
Love Memorial L ibrary, Dothan, AL:
“GROWING UP HARD: MEMORIES 0F
JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA, IN THE
EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURY, by
Ronald Dykes, i s l i k e s i t t i ng on t h e
p o r c h s ipp ing a g l a s s of c o l d i c e d tea
w h i l e listening to a favorite grandparen t

t e l l s tor ies of w h a t i t w a s l i ke to g r o w
up in a more di fficul t t ime. Ronald
Dykes se t ou t to cap tu re a gl impse o f
t h e l ives and p e r s o n a l i t i e s o f elderly
residents of Jackson County, Alabama.
Through t h e eyes of e i g h t del ight fu l re ‑
sidents, we wi tness t h e story of a
county, a reg ion, a n d an e r a fi l led w i t h
characters w h o adap ted to changes
w i t h g r a c e a n d humor.
Despi te differences in r a c e a n d gender,
t he residents’ stor ies are str ikingly
similar. As Dykes writes, ‘most were
raised on farms and were qui te familiar
w i t h long hours of hard wo rk . Families,
including extended families, were ‘
close. Their parents,were poorly edu‑
ca ted , as were mos t peop le o f that era,
but m o s t insisted t h a t the i r children
t a k e advantage of t h e educational
oppo r tun i t i es available. Churches
seemed to be impor tan t centers o f
sp i r i t ua l a n d soc ia l activities.’
Surprisingly, t h e e x p e r i e n c e s of e a c h of
t h e m w e r e q u i t e s imi lar r e g a r d l e s s o f

differences in soc ia l s tand ing , w e a l t h
( o r l a c k of i t ) , a n d even race . Photos
accompany e a c h section, a n d one has a
hand-drawn m a p pinpointing t h e
location of businesses, churches, a n d

homes w i t h remarkable p r e c i s i o n . ”

This book c a n b e p u r c h a s e d b y

mai l ing a check in t h e amount of
$27.50 payab le to Jackson
County Historical Association.
Mail to JCHA, Dykes
Book Account, P. O. Box 1494,
Scottsboro, AL 35768. 2



DEPLORABLE CONDITION OF OLD BELLEFONTECEMETERY
WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO HELP CLEAN AND RESTORE?
If so, call (256) 574-3556, and let's talk preservation. In 1936,
when TVA surveyed Bellefonte Cemetery, they found 243 graves.
At that time there were at least 55 inscribed markers in this cemetery.
A large number were marked with uninscribed native stones, and a la rge r number
were located by their sunken condition. Can you provide the names of those
buried in the old Bellefonte Cemetery who never had an inscribed grave marker?

PHOTOS COMPLIMENTS OF JCHA MEMBER PATRICIA RODGERS MILLS of Virginia
3



THE TOWNSEND-GULLATT HOUSE: Jackson County ’s B e s t K e p t Sec re t

by Ann B. Chambless

One of Jackson County’s bes t k e p t secrets w i l l be revea led to t h e p u b l i c on
October 31, 2004. At t h e e n d of Jackson County Road 34‘, three m i l e s w e s t of
Hollywood, Alabama, a s ta te l y f a r m house stands as a s i len t sentinel
overlooking 640 acres of cot ton fields, s o y bean crops , a n d a l o w r i d g e fi l led
w i t h dense t imber. Glancing west, an admi r ing e y e qu ick l y loca tes t h e sou th ‑
eastern b r o w of Cumberland Mountain.

Bu i l t in t h e mid-1860s by Daniel a n d N a n c y L. Townsend, Jr. , t h i s h is to r ic
house has been care fu l l y res to red by i t s p r e s e n t owner, B e t t y (Gullatt)
Budlongof L o s Angeles, California. Architectural a n d p h y s i c a l evidence
indicates t h i s wo rk i ng farmhouse w a s cons t ruc ted sho r t l y a f t e r Dan ie l
Townsend p u r c h a s e d t h e 6 4 0 acres compr is ing Sec t i on 16, Townsh ip 3 , Range
6, in 1866. The 1870 census reco rded t h e va lue of Daniel Townsend’s
property a s $4,000. Th is i s s t rong evidence t h a t t h e house p r e - d a t e d t h e

1870 census.

C iv i l Wa r aficionados m a r v e l t h a t s u c h a la rge house was constructed in war -4

ravished Jackson County in 1866. Jackson County Probate records ve r i f y t h a t
DanielTownsend w a s a m a n of means f rom t h e t i m e he ar r i ved in Jackson
County, shor t ly before 1860, u n t i l h i s death in 1883. When Daniel’s bachelor
uncle, Edmond Townsend, d ied in Madison County, AL, in 1853, Daniel a n d h is
sibl ings received a sizable inheritance. A c o m p a r i s o n of 1860 a n d 1870
census records indicates Daniel Townsend’s rea l estate a n d p e r s o n a l proper ty
values w e r e h i g h e r t h a n m o s t Jackson County res idents dur ing t h a t t i m e
p e fi o d .

Danie l Townsend, J r . m a r r i e d Nancy L. Will iams on M a y 13, 1850, in Lunenburg
County, Vi rg in ia . Accord ing to census records, t h e i r fi r s t t w o ch i ld ren w e r e
born in Tennessee: L'avina w a s b o r n in 1855 a n d Marcel lus w a s b o r n in 1858.
Emma a n d S a r a h (ca l l ed Sal ly) Townsend w e r e b o r n in A labama in 1862 a n d

1864, respect ive ly. N a n c y L. Townsend d i d n o t l i v e l o n g a f t e r m o v i n g i n t o h e r

n e w home, as Jackson County, AL, p roba te reco rds s h o w s h e 'died in 1868. .
On March 29, 1870, Daniel Townsend mar r i ed Mary (Polly) Rodden, a n d t h e y
a lso had f o u r chi ldren:
Joseph (Joe) D. w a s born in 1871; Parks, born in 1873, d i e d young; Parthena
w a s bo rn in 1874; a n d Robert w a s b o r n in 1879. The i r ages a r e based on t h e

1880 Jackson County, AL, census enumera t ion f o r Daniel Townsend.

On December 24, 1876, there w a s a w e d d i n g in t h e Townsend-Gullatt House.
Accord ing to h e r m a r r i a g e license, Emma Townsend m a r r i e d Thomas M. Ange l
at t h e h o m e of h e r father, Dan ie l Townsend, on Chr is tmas E v e of 1876.

4



THE TOWNSEND-GULLATT HOUSE Continued

A rec tangu la r one-story l o g dwel l ing w i t h a s i d e g a b l e i s located a sho r t
distance n o r t h of t h e farmhouse a n d faces west . Although t h e stone chimney
on i t s s o u t h s ide has collapsed, it is easy to fathom tha t t h e l o g structure pre ‑

dates the restored farmhouse. According to Architect David Ely of JH
Associatesof Huntsville, AL, th is building appears to have been constructed
a s a one room house w i t h a s e c o n d r o o m added t o t h e n o r t h i n t h e l a t e 19‘“ t o

ea r l y 20‘h century. Most l ike ly t h e Townsend fami ly l ived in t h e l o g house
w h i l e l oca l ar t isans constructed t h e la rge farmhouse in keeping w i t h t h e
Virg in ia Tidewater architecture of t h e i r n a t i v e Sta te . T h e Townsends came to
Alabama f rom Vi rg in ia v i a a shor t s o j o u r n in Tennessee.

The farmhouse is an L-shaped, one-story frame dwell ing. The r o o f h a s a
decorative cross g a b l e centered at i t s f ront s lope a n d boxed cornices w i t h
p la i n frieze boards a n d returns. A less than fu l l facade h ipped p o r c h extends
across t h e center of t h e front of t h e house. Cut, na t ive limestone exterior-end
chimneys p r o v i d e f o r large firep laces in t h e f ront p a r l o r a n d keeping room, a n d

an inter ior limestone chimney is located w i t h i n t h e L. B o t h ex te r io r chimneys
were restored to assure sa fe u s e of t h e wood-burning fireplaces. The exter ior
of t h e house is c lad w i t h board a n d batten weatherboards, a n d t h e foundation
is constructed of c u t limestone. Tall, s ing le wood, one-over-one, double hung
sash windows flank t h e entrance.

A

The interior p lan of t he house consists of a cent ra l ha l l which w a s flanked by
t w i n par lo rs . When B e t t y Budlong submitted h e r a p p l i c a t i o n f o r p l a c e m e n t o n
t h e National Register o f Historic Places, s h e r e q u e s t e d a n d obtained p e r ‑

mission to convert t h e n o r t h p a r l o r i n t o a keeping room-kitchen. The p a r l o r

a n d keeping room fireplaces have been reworked a n d are g r a c e d by t h e
or ig ina l mantelpieces, t y p i c a l of tha t era, wh i ch a r e p a i n t e d white to m a t c h
t h e original, w i d e doo r surrounds a n d baseboards.

Three bedrooms a r e located in t h e r e a r L w i n g as w e l l as an a t r i u m p o r c h .

The 12 f o o t ce i l i ngs r e m a i n in tact . One bedroom re ta i ns i t s beaded board
ce i l ing a n d w a l l finishes. Bathrooms a n d c losets w e r e added dur ing t h e

restoration.

The farmhouse w a s bui l t on an elevated s lope which affords an almost breath‑
taking, sweeping p a n o r a m i c v is ta from t h e front p o r c h a n d t h e p a r l o r s ’ front
windows. The back y a r d s lopes u p w a r d in to t h e fi r s t bench of t h e mounta in
r idge wh ich appears to wrap a n d p r o t e c t t h e house f rom inclement weather.
Today t h e property owner a n d visitors reaffirm Daniel a n d Nancy L.
Townsend’s excel lent cho i ce of building s i t e a n d house p l a n s m a d e 138 y e a r s

ago. The house is definitely a s p i r i t in tune w i t h i t s 'own t ime .

5 A
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THE PEOPLE W H O H AV E OWNED SECTION 1 6 o f To w n s h i p 3 , R a n g e 6 E a s t a n d
t h e To w n s e n d ‐ G u l l a t t House :
When t h e S t a t e o f A labama w a s c rea ted in 1819, t h e Federa l government s e t
as ide t h e 1&3"I s e c t i o n in e a c h To w n s h i p a n d Range to f u n d p u b l i c educat ion in
Alabama. A f t e r t h e C iv i l War, t h e Alabama leg is la ture v o t e d to s e l l t h e 16‘“ ‑
sec t ions to t h e c i t i zens o f t h e S t a t e . T h e p a t e n t f o r t h e 16‘" s e c t i o n o f
To w n s h i p 3 , R a n g e 6 E a s t w a s i s s u e d i n t h e C i t y o f M o n t g o m e r y, Alabama, o n
t h e 2 3 " d a y of February 1866 u n d e r t h e S e a l o f A labama a n d s i g n e d by
Governo r R . M. P a t t o n a n d w a s coun te rs igned by t h e Secre ta ry o f t h e S t a t e o f
A labama a n d issued to Michae l Johnson a n d John T. N. Card . Jackson
County, AL Deed B o o k H, p a g e s 357-358, d a t e d J u n e 21, 1866, t ransfer red t h e
o w n e r s h i p t o D a n i e l To w n s e n d w h o h a d a c t u a l l y p a i d t h e $4500.00 t o t h e

Sta te o f A labama to s a t i s f y Michae l Johnson ’s a n d J o h n T. N. Card ’s note/bond
w i t h t h e S t a t e of A labama. M ichae l J o h n s o n d i e d be fo re 1866. Therefore,
t h e admin is t ra tor of h i s esta te a n d J o h n T. N. C a r d deeded t h e 16"I s e c t i o n to
Danie l To w n s e n d o n J u n e 21, 1866. T h e d e e d w a s w i t n e s s e d b y J o h n

Snodgrass , J r. , P. W. Barbee, a n d W. B. R e e d .
O n Janua ry 18, 1867, Dan ie l To w n s e n d execu t ed a Deed G i f t t o h i s w i fe ,
Nancy L. Townsend, f o r persona l a n d rea l property w h i c h included Sec t ion 16,
T3, R6 East . Wil l iam J . Carter w a s spec i fied as Trustee. " The deed reads: .
“For and in consideration of t h e natura l l ove and affect ion w h i c h I bear toward
my w i f e Nancy L. Townsend and f o r t h e fur ther s u m of $5.00 in l a w f u l money
by Wil l iam L. Car ter to me in hand paid... . l do hereby grant, barga in , sel l , and
convey to Wi l l iam L . Car te r as Trustee f o r t h e sa id Nancy L . Townsend t h e
fo l low ing descr ibed l a n d s i t u a t e d in t h e County o f Jackson , to w i t : T h e 16‘“
Sec t i on in To w n s h i p 3 , Range 6 East, con ta in i ng 6 4 6 acres, m o r e o r less,
t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l t h e fo l low ing persona l property:
T h e ent i re c r o p of co t ton cons is t ing o f fi v e bales, t h e e n t i r e c r o p o f c o r n
cons i s t i ng o f 1 5 0 barrels, e i g h t s t a c k s o f fodder, 45 bushe ls o f w h e a t g r o w n

o n s a i d p r e m i s e s dur ing t h e y e a r 1866, a l s o t h e b o n d o b l i g a t i o n o r a g r e e m e n t

execu ted by J o h n D. D icke rson a n d Jo rdan R e i d to s a i d g ran to r f o r t h e ren t o f
30 ac res o f s a i d l a n d f o r t h e y e a r 1867 t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e i r ob l i ga t i on a n d

mortgage on s a i d c r o p g i v e n f o r t h e payment of $150 .00 f o r a c e r t a i n mule,
s o l d a n d de l i ve red to t h e m . A l s o t w o m o r e mules, o n e a b r o w n a n d t h e o t h e r

a b lack, a g e d respec t i ve l y 6 a n d 4 yea rs ; a l s o o n e b a y mare 6 ‘years old; also.

t h e f a m i l y supp l ies o f p o r k b a c o n meat, suga r a n d coffee, etc; '4 m i l k cows, 3
year l ings , a n d o n e ca l f , 12 h e a d of sheep, a n d 18 h e a d of s t o c k hogs ; o n e 2 ‑
horse b u g g y, o n e 4-horsew a g o n , a l l t h e p l o w s , hoes, harrows, gear ing , a n d a l l
t h e agr icu l tu ra l imp lements of every c h a r a c t e r a n d descr ip t ion on sa id
premises; a l l t h e household a n d k i t chen furniture, 3 guns, o n e c o i l p i s to l , t w o
men’s a n d o n e woman’s saddle, saddle bags , blankets, a n d bridles, t o g e t h e r
w i t h a l l my cha ises . Also, a l l my secur i t i es f o r indebtedness to me b e i n g o n e

note d u e f r o m Wm. G w y n n a n d J o h n A. She l ton d u e in M a y 1866 in t h e 6
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s u m of $300.00; o n e no te on S a m u e l Mead, Pres ton Brown, a n d J o h n H a y n e s

dated March 4, 1866, d u e at 12 m o n t h s in t h e s u m of $100.00; o n e no te d u e

f rom t h e estate o f Michael Johnson f o r t h e s u m of $1500.00 o n e h a l f o f w h i c h
h a s been p a i d a n d sa t i sfied to me a n d w h i c h a mor tgage on r e a l es ta te is du ly
recorded in t h e office of t h e Jackson County Probate Judge; o n e no te on
Henry L . Roach f o r $15 .00 d u e in 1860; a l s o an accoun t on Ol iv ia Corn n o w
Oliv ia Roach, w i f e of Henry L. Roach, f o r t h e s u m of $30.00; o n e bond d u e f r o m

t h e estate of Nelson Robinson on w h i c h W. F. Hur t a n d Wi l l iam H. Robinson a r e
sure t ies in t h e s u m of $ 1 4 0 9 . 0 0 s u b j e c t to t h e c red i t o f $200 .00 p a i d in 1866;
a l s o t h e s u m o f $ 4 9 0 . 0 0 i n c a s h b e i n g a l l t h e c a s h I h a v e o n h a n d s a v e a

sufficiency to discharge a l l j u s t demands a g a i n s t m e . ”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Th is Deed of Trust p r o v i d e s lega l documentation of
t h e financia l s tatus of Daniel Townsend a f t e r t h e C iv i l W a r - a s t a r k
contrast to mos t of h i s ne ighbors w h o could no t p a y the i r debts and
taxes and were forced to fi l e f o r bankruptcy a f t e r t h e Civ i l War. Some
of t h e notes c i t e d were execu ted in 1860 a n d remained unpa id in
January 1867.

Jackson County Probate Minutes, 1881-1884, pages 483-484, r e c o r d t h a t
Daniel Townsend d i e d on J u n e 21, 1883, intestate. H i s o ldes t son, Marcellus
Townsend, w a s a p p o i n t e d estate administrator. Probate Minutes, 1884-1886,
page 1, records t h e s a l e of Sect ion 16, T3, R6 East, e x c e p t t h e 160 acres
homestead of Po l ly A. Townsend, w idow, w a s s o l d to P o p e W. K e i t h f o r t h e
consideration of $3000.00 on A p r i l 8, 1884.

Pope W. K e i t h l a te r s o l d th i s property to John R. Coffey. After,Coffey’s death,
h i s daughter, Mary E. (Coffey)»Tally a n d h e r husband, W. J. Ta l l y, s o l d t h e i r h a l f

o f t h e proper ty to h e r sister, Sal l ie Bel le (Coffey) Brown, p e r Jackson County
Deed B o o k 49, p a g e s 331-332, d a t e d December 29, 1904.

Deed B o o k 57, p a g e 453, d a t e d A p r i l 20, 1918, r e c o r d s t h e s a l e b y Sa l l i e B e l l e

(Coffey) B rown a n d h e r husband, C. W. Brown, to T h o m a s B. Va n c e a n d J. W.
Starkey f o r t h e s u m of $20,000.00.

On Augus t 17, 1918, J. W. Starkey s o l d h i s h a l f in terest in Sec t i on 16, T3,
Range 6 East, a n d 200 acres in Sect ion 9, Township 3, Range 6 East, to J o h n

Frank Gu l la t t f o r t h e s u m of $11,000.00 (Jackson Co, AL D e e d B o o k 59, p a g e
35.)
On October 3 , 1918, Thomas B. a n d M a r y E. Va n c e s o l d t h e i r h a l f in teres t in
Sec t ion 16, T3, R6 East, a n d 200 acres in S e c t i o n 9 , T3 , R6 East, to J O H N .
FRANK GULLATT f o r t h e considerat ion of $11,000.00 (JacksonaCo, AL Deed
Book 59, p a g e 36.) 7



THE TOWNSEND-GULLATT HOUSE AND I T S PRESENT OWNER:

BETTY GULLATT BUDLONG a n d HER GULLATT FAMILY
by A n n B. Chambless ‘ .

BETTY GULLATT BUDLONG is one of those ra re p e o p l e w h o know w h a t is t r u l y
impor tan t i n l i f e . She deserves to be pra i sed f o r being o n e o f Jackson
County’s most v o c a l ambassadors; h e r ac t ions s p e a k louder t h a n w o r d s .
Al though s h e h a s never l ived in Alabama, Be t t y has g i f t e d Jackson County
w i t h a un ique treasure - t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f o n e o f Jackson County’s finest
surv iv ing 1860s v in tage farmhouses w i t h outstanding architectural
s i g n i fi c a n c e . Qual i ty restorat ion w a s h e r g o a l , a n d B e t t y h a s s p a r e d n o
expense in return ing t h e Townsend-Gullatt House to i t s former g l o r y.
Be t t y w a s determined to h i re t h e leading historic restorat ion arch i tect in
Nor th Alabama a n d w a s directed to David E l y of JH Associates of Huntsville,
Alabama. In turn, David E l y recommended Leatherwood, Inc . of Franklin,
Tennessee, (a construct ion fi rm w h i c h s p e c i a l i z e s in historic restorations,
museum services, a n d vintage building materials) to ra ise t h i s “Phoenix” f rom
i t s p r o v e r b i a l ashes. ‘ ,

In t h e in i t ia l planning stages, Be t t y documented t h e history of the house a n d '
m a d e a p p l i c a t i o n f o r i t s nomination t o t h e National Reg is te r o f Historic
Places. S ince a l l steps in t h e restorat ion p r o j e c t h a d to be a p p r o v e d in
advance a n d since t h e a p p l i c a t i o n w a s m o v i n g through t h e Department o f
Interior channels a t a snail ’s pace, Bet ty hired a n e x p e d i t e r t o insure t h e

t imely a p p r o v a l o f h e r p r e s e r v a t i o n pro jec t .
Be t ty Gullatt Budlong g r e w up in N e w Britain, Connecticut, a n d is a g r a d u a t e

of Chatham Hal l in Virginia a n d Harvard University. She a n d h e r husband, To m
Budlong, a n d son, David Cook Budlong, res ide in California. What is h e r
connect ion to Jackson County, Alabama? Almost 90 years ago, he r
Grandfather John Frank Gullatt p u r c h a s e d t h e house a n d t h e o l d Townsend
farm of 640 acres. Thus, today t h e house is known as t h e Townsend-Gullatt
house. ‘
When h e p u r c h a s e d t h i s property, John Frank Gul lat t already o w n e d a sma l l e r
f a r m of 120 acres a n d a g e n e r a l merchandise store and h o m e in Hollywood,
Alabama. He fi rs t r e n t e d t h e f a r m to t h e Wr igh t f a m i l y, and they l ived in t h e

house. In la te r years, t h e Chandler fami ly became t h e f a r m operators a n d

continue t o oversee i t s o p e r a t i o n today.
John Frank Gullatt d ied in 1935, a n d h i s son, Walker Frank Gul lat t (Betty’s
father) inherited t h e farm. At t h e death of h e r parents, B e t t y inherited t h e

farm.
Although Mr. a n d Mrs. John Frank Gullatt a n d the i r sons moved to N e w Britain,
Connecticut, in 1930, t h e fami ly m a d e annua l t r i p s to Alabama. H e r fami ly ’s
love a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e ro l l ing fie lds a n d tree-lined r idges o f t h e farmland
wh ich ca l led h e r fa the r back to Jackson County, Alabama, e a c h win te r g r e w
l i ke t h e fl a m e o f a t o r c h p a s s e d f rom one g e n e r a t i o n t o i t s successor. Here i s

Betty ’s Gul lat t fami ly story in h e r own words : 8
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Be t t y wrote: “ I h a v e never l i v e d in Alabama. My immediate f a m i l y l e f t
Jackson Coun ty du r ing t h e depress ion. My Grandfather, J o h n F r a n k Gullatt,
h is w i f e Nora Lee (Howard) Gul la t t a n d t h e i r youngest son, Walker Frank ( m y
father), m o v e d to Connecticut a n d s ta r ted a Dry Cleaninga n d Dying business.
I was teased a l o t as a ch i l d about be ing a “s lave owner,” b u t t h e invitat ions
to my bir thday p a r t i e s (where Southern f r ied chicken, h o t biscuits, a n d

creamed c o r n m a d e i c e cream a n d c a k e superfluous) w e r e fough t over. Every
w in te r we w o u l d go s o u t h a n d v i s i t t h e farm. The l o n g drives to Alabama over
tw i s t y, two-lane Route 11 w e r e fi l l ed w i t h my father ’s ta les w h i l e my Mother
drove. The s to r ies s t a r t e d at Harper ’s Fer ry, West Virg in ia, a n d cont inued
through Winchester, Vi rg in ia (apple center of t h e Shenandoah Va l l e y a n d home
of t h e fi r s t “Southern H a m Breakfast ” on t h e route) , t h r o u g h Tennessee a n d on
to t h e farm. The drives t o o k at leas t three d a y s a n d were a l w a y s t i m e d so
t h a t a di fferent cave, C iv i l Wa r bat t le s i t e . e t c . m i g h t be v is i t ed on e a c h t r i p .
My brother a n d I learned 19“l century American h is tory f r o m a to ta l l y di fferent
po in t of v i e w t h a n t h a t t a u g h t in Connecticut elementary schoo l texts.
When we drove up to t h e “ b i g ” farmhouse, my brother a n d I k n e w t h e “ f u n ”
p a r t of t h e t r i p w a s o v e r f o r awh i l e . H o w we hated‘the‘house. It m i g h t have
b i g rooms a n d h i g h cei l ings, b u t i t smel led bad. Heat came f rom charcoal .
fires, t h e windows w e r e s h u t a g a i n s t t h e damp Alabama winter, a n d there w a s
no indoor plumbing. Electr ici ty d id no t make it to t h e house u n t i l t h e 1950s
f o r that matter, a n d I am sure baths were taken o n l y week l y at best . The
people ta lked funny a n d too s low. The top i cs were du l l - crops, bo l l weevils,
weather, whether or no t t he barn cou ld last another season wi thout ma jo r
repairs, e tc . Those were s t i l l t he “seen b u t not heard” days of ch i l d rear ing;
th i s was a chi ld’s n igh tmare .
In t h e l a t e 1950s or ea r l y 19603, t h e farmhouse h a d to be modernized or
abandoned. My Mother dec ided it w o u l d be cheape r to s ta r t f r o m s c r a t c h a n d
bui ld a n e w house. S h e h a d a new t i n r o o f instal led to s l o w fur ther
deterioration a n d bu i l t a n e w house f o r t h e tenant fa rmer. T h e farmhouse h a s
been vacant s i nce t h a t p o i n t in t ime . When my Mother d i e d in 2002, I
inherited t h e farm. I w e n t back i n t o t h e boarded-up B i g House f o r t h e fi r s t
t i m e in 50 years . I w a s amazed. A f t e r spend ing thelrpast 28 yea rs as a
Realtor, I k n e w a house w i t h g o o d bonesw h e n I s a w one .. 'Th ishouse w h i c h I
remembered as a dark, depressing, s m e l l y hove l h a d ac tua l l y been a ra the r
e legan t farmhouse in i t s day; it w a s n o t Ta r a b u t honest, g o o d , ha rd w o r k i n g
a n d even s t i l l p re t t y on a sunny day.

There is an o lder l o g cab in v e r y near t h e B i g House. As a s m a l l child, I
remember see ing a B l a c k fami l y there, a n d i t w a s o n e of t h e p l a c e s my f a t h e r
a lways v is i ted w i t h a carefu l ly concealed bot t le of Canadian wh iskey t h a t we
had “boot legged” i n t o then dry Jackson County.

9
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My Father w a s b o r n in 1911, t h e younges t o f t h r e e ch i ld ren . H i s f a t h e r o w n e d
a s m a l l f a r m (120 acres) in Hol lywood, Alabama, a n d r a n a g e n e r a l store w h i c h

w a s located near t h e Hol lywood Bapt is t Church. When he w a s a young boy, .
he w a s in jured w h e n accidenta l ly sho t w i t h a hun t ing r i fle . A f t e r that , he h a d
no feel ing in h i s r i g h t leg , b u t s o m e c o n t r o l ‐ he c o u l d w a l k s h o r t d is tances.
H i s t a l e s i n t h e c a r s a i d t h a t a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t h i s f a t h e r b e c a m e a dr i ven
m a n a n d s a t o u t to res tore “ t h e fami ly lands . ” W h y t h e y g o t l o s t a n d needed
restoration, I never k n e w. He bought w h a t I have a l w a y s k n o w n as “ T h e B i g
Farm.” I t cons is ts o f approx imate ly 950 ac res t h a t I n o w own, p a r t s o f
Sect ions 9, 15, a n d 17 a n d a l l o f Sec t ion 16 in Township 3, Range 9 Eas t . To
my knowledge, t h e immediate fami ly never l i ved on t h e b i g fa rm. The store,
three b o y s in school, a n d my g r a n d m o t h e r ( t he w o r l d ’s b e s t chit-chatter)
s tayed in t h e c i t y (Hollywood). My g r a n d f a t h e r fa rmed t h e land by cont rac t .
Grandfather Gul la t t t o l d my fa the r t h a t if h i s phys i ca l p r o b l e m s became t o o
g r e a t he c o u l d “a lways m o v e to t h e f a r m . ” My fa the r fin ished g r a d e s c h o o l in
Ho l l ywood ‐ a t t h e t o p o f h i s c l a s s ‐ a t t h e a g e o f 10 . Because o f h i s l im i ted
phys ica l abilit ies, he w a s unab le to h e l p on t h e f a r m a n d w a s sen t to boarding
s c h o o l in Boaz, Alabama, to “fin ish h i s educat ion” ( lo ts o f L a t i n a n d algebra.) .

' I

When my Father w a s about 19 years old, economic condit ions in Alabama
were such that the who le fami ly le f t to go North a n d star t d r y c leaning
establishments p ioneered by my great-uncle, Charl ie Howard . The t w o older
boys (w i th the i r w ives) went to Maryland a n d Cleveland, Ohio. My fa the r and
h i s paren ts m o v e d to Connecticut. GrandfatherJ o h n Frank Gul la t t t o l d them,
“ I f i t doesn’ t work , t h e f a r m is there ( i n Alabama).”
Long s tory m a d e shor t . I t worked . A f t e r m y g r a n d f a t h e r d i e d i n 1935, h i s l i f e

insurance w a s u s e d to p a y o f f mortgages on t h e fa rm. My grandmother, Nora
Lee, w a s s u p p o r t e d b y m y f a t h e r u n t i l s h e d ied i n 1951. H e r t w o o ldes t sons
p redeceased he r. My fa the r inherited t h e farms.

They h a v e n o t b e e n m o r t g a g e d s i n c e t h e n . When m y f a t h e r t o o k a c h a n c e i n
business, my m o t h e r w o r r i e d . He w o u l d l o o k at h e r and s a y, “ B a b y, if it does
n o t work , we c a n a l w a y s go b a c k to t h e f a r m . ” My father ’s d r e a m w a s to
return t o H o l l y w o o d w h e r e h e w a s b o r n a n d r a i s e h o r s e s o n thefarm. H e d i e d

i n 1953 a t t h e a g e o f 41 . H i s l a s t w o r d s t o m y m o t h e r were, “ D o n ’ t s e l l t h e

farms.” My father ’s brothers d i e d leav ing o n l y daughters; my bro ther d i e d in
t h e 19605 leav ing t w o daughters . My n ieces o w n t h e s m a l l farm; I o w n t h e
large farm. A l l my life, w h e n I have taken a chance, I have said, “don’ t w o r r y.
I c a n a lways l i ve on t h e fa rm. ”

On Sunday, Oc tober 31, 2004, a t 2:00 p .m. , y o u a r e inv i ted to v i s i t t h e res to red
farmhouse as t h e g u e s t of t h e Gullatt-Budlong fam i l y a n d t h e Jackson County
His tor ica l Associat ion of w h i c h I am a m e m b e r. ” B e t t y Gul la t t Budlong 10



GULLATT GENEALOGY TO DAVID COOK BUDLONG

John Gullatt/Golatt/Gullett
b 1710 -‐ Cecil County MD

d - ?
m 1739‐ M a g

1
Peter Gullattholatt/Gullett

(a master blacksmith)
b June 1740 ‐ Cecil County MD

d 1783 ‐ Fairfax County VA
m RachaelThrift ‘ w

I
John Gullatt ‘

b 1781 ‐ Truro Parish. Fairfax County VA ' a
d 1824 ‐ Jackson County AL

m Minerva Catherine Yancy Mitchell (1777-1862)
Had somewhere between 10 and 17 children includingWilliam, James Madison & Thomas Jefferson

/
Thomas Jefferson Gullatt

b 1820 ‐ Jackson County AL
d 1896 ‐ Jackson County AL

m Martha Clark
Several children including Jerusha who married Montford Johnson

I
James Preston (“Busy”) Gullatt

b December 25, 1842- Jackson County AL
d April 11, 1926- Jackson County AL

m January 21, 1867 - Mary Elizabeth Dudley
They had 12children

/
John Frank Gullatt

b 1877 - Jackson County AL
d 1935- New Britain CT

m 1903 ‐ Nora Lee Howard (d 1951- B'hamAL 1
They had 3 sons ‐ Roy Marshall 1904-1947,James Howard 1907-1950IWalker Frank 1911-1953/ ..

Walker Frank Gullatt
b May11. 1911‐ HollywoodAL

d May 21, 1953 ‐ New Britain CT
m 1934 Pauline Moneymaker

b August 3, 1913 ‐ Confederate KY
d April 11.2002 - Los Angeles, CA

They had two children, BemJean Gullatt and John Frank Gullatt
/

Betty Jean Gullatt
b March 27. 1936 ‐ New Britain CT

m January 31, 1958- Thomas Standish Budlong
b December 8 1936 ‐ Peru IL

1
David Cook Budlong

b December25, 1961- Burbank. CA

11
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