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STREET, SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA.
T h e JCHA, No r t heas t A l abama Commun i t y Co l l e ge , a n d t h e Sco t t s bo r o
Pub l i c L ib ra ry w i l l co -sponsor a mon t h l y s e r i e s o f p r og r ams r e l a t e d to
J a c k s o n Coun t y h i s t o r y. T h e fi r s t s p e a k e r w i l l b e A t t o r n e y S t e p hen
Kennamer w h o w i l l add ress seve ra l f a c e t s o f Jackson Coun t y ’s e a r l y
h i s t o r y on Sunday, Janua ry 21, 2001. M r . Kennamer h a s been a
s t u d e n t o f J a c k s o n Coun t y h i s t o r y f r o m h i s y o u t h a n d h a s a t a l e n t f o r
seasoning h i s d iscuss ions w i t h humorous anecdo tes g l eaned f r om
research a n d persona l conversa t ions w i t h h i s elders.
Dur ing t h e JCHA business mee t i n g on January 21 ( fo l lowing t h e
program) , D r. Ron Dykes, L ib rary Boa rd Chai rman and JCI-IA member,
w i l l announce t h e comp le t e schedule f o r t h i s ser ies wh i ch w i l l t a k e
p l a ce a t t h e l i b ra ry dur ing t h e fi r s t h a l f o f 2001. Other speakers w i l l
i nc lude Dr. Dav id Campbe l l o f NEACC w h o w i l l d iscuss t h e depress ion
yea r s in t h i s a r ea ( i n March) ; D r . L e a h Raw l s o f Aubu r n Un ive rs i t y
w h o w i l l d iscuss t h e na t i ona l impo r t ance o f t h e Sco t t sbo ro Boys case;
a n d Dr. Ha rdy Jackson of Jacksonv i l le S t a t e Un ivers i ty w h o w i l l
a dd r e s s t h e im p a c t of T VA a n d Guntersv i l le Lake/Reservo i r in t h i s
a rea . A l l m e e t i n g s a n d d iscuss ions a r e o p e n to t h e p u b l i c a n d w i l l
a l s o b e a n n o u n c e d i n T h e Da i l y S e n t i n e l .
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CIV IL WAR NEWS FROM JACKSON COUNTY
shared by Wi l l iam D. P a g e

f rom 1864 HUNTSVILLE CONFEDERATE
Recen t adv ises f r o m J a c k s o n C o u n t y, Ala., represent
devas ta t ion th roughou t t h e coun ty, excep t w h e r e t h e r e a r e
moun ta in defi les a n d fas tnesses favo rab le f o r guer r i l la
operat ions. We a r e t o l d t h a t M a j . L e m u e l G. M e a d is o p e r a t i n g
i n t h a t coun t y w i t h fi v e compan ies , a n d t h a t he recen t l y
c a p t u r e d a n d b r o u g h t o u t 20 p r i sone rs . T h e r e a r e t h r e e To r y
c o m p a n i e s t h e r e - t h e Ya n k e e s f e e l c o n t e m p t f o r t h e m a n d
s t i g m a t i z e t h e m a s t h e 1 s t A l a b a m a To r y B a t t a l i o n . W e a r e t o l d
t h a t o n e o f t h e m i s c r e a n t s - S a m b y n a m e - n o t l o n g s i n c e w e n t
to t h e h o u s e of E l i a s Barbour (Barber) , a t rue Southerner, a n d
b e a t M r s . Barbour w i t h a h i c k o r y w i the , a n d o n l y des is ted w h e n

. .h e r daugh te r hero ica l l y se ized an a x e a n d drove h i m of f . We a r e
a l s o t o l d t h a t an o l d ”Rebe l ” w o m a n l i v i n g n e a r Bel lefOnte w a s
s t r u c k b y a Ya n k e e w i t h a s t i c k o n t h e b a c k o f h e r neck ,
b r e a k i n g i t . T h e Cour thouse a n d a l l o f t h e b l o c k on t h e W e s t
s i d e o f t h e Square h a v e b e e n b u r n t by t h e Yankees .



CAPERTON STORE AT PLEASANT GROVE

by Ann B. Chambless a n d Pa t t y Wooda l l
( w i t h a grea t dea l of information g leaned

f r om Eliza Mae‘Woodall’s
THE STEVENSONSTORY)

._Business w a s br i sk at Caper ton Store in Pleasant Grove as
Iear ly as 1839 ( 15 yea r s before ac t ua l se t t lement o f t h e town of
Stevenson.) Customers’ names a r e p r e s e r v ed in an o l d account
ledger. I t i s in te res t ing to no te t h e me rchand i se t h e s to re
carr ied, t h e p r i ces , a n d w h a t p eop l e bough t.....w h o smoked,
w h o chewed, w h o drank, a n d w h o wo r e store-bought c lo thes .

S i n ce t h e Pleasant Grove u n d e r d iscussion no longe r appears
on a contemporary ma p , t o da y ’ s r eade r s m a y r i gh t f u l l y a s k :
Where w a s t h e Pleasant Grove of t h e 1820-1900 era?
Early Jackson County maps show Pleasant Grove in C r ow Creek
Va l ley j u s t sou t h of t h e Tennessee-Alabama state l ine.
In THE STEVENSON STORY, au t ho r Eliza MaeWoodal l s t a t ed
Pleasant Grove w a s Jackson County vo t i ng Bea t 8 in 1865. She
also refer red to T. Boyd Foster ’smemo i r s (w r i t t en in 1878)
w h e n she documented t h e ear l y h is tory of Pleasant Grove.
In 1878, T. Boyd Foster wro te t h a t he t augh t schoo l in t h e
“v i l l age o f Pleasant Grove in C r ow Creek Va l ley in 1840.”

Mrs . Woodal l a l s o w ro te abou t t h e fi r s t c h u r c h in t h e v i l l age of
P leasan t Grove, t h e Moun t G i lead Pr im i t i ve Bap t i s t Church
w h i c h w a s es tab l i shed in 1821, a c co r d i n g to extant m i nu t e s o f
t h e Mud Creek Pr imi t ive Bap t i s t Associat ion. T h e fi r s t c h u r c h
w a s loca ted on present-day Alabama H ighway 11 7 abou t
one-ha l fm i l e sou t h of t h e Tennessee sta te l ine. T h e c h u r c h
bui ld ing no longe r exists, b u t t h e adjo in ing o l d chu r ch
cemetery ’s w e l l marked g raves spe l l ou t t h e n ames of t h e
area ’s ea r l y se t t l e rs . I s aac a n d Frances (Wilson) Gonce w e r e
bur ied he re i n r e c t angu l a r sarcophag i . M r s . Gonce ’s d a t e s a r e
1775-1842, a n d Isaac ’s da t es a r e 1770-1853.
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CAPERTON STORE AT PLEASANT GROVE (Continued)

A f t e r t h e i r fi r s t cous ins (John E. a n d George W. Caperton),
m o v e d to Texas, John C lay Caper ton a n d h i s brother, James
'VGibson Caperton, o p e r a t e d Caper ton Sto re in Pleasant Grove f o r
a number o f yea rs . A t t h e t ime o f t h e 1850 Jackson County,
Alabama census, John Clay a n d James Gibson Caper ton we r e
. enumera ted as merchan ts . Robert (Bob) Rogers a n d Dennis
Gamble we re recorded as blacksmiths, Solomon Sparks w a s
l i s ted as a grocer, Dr. A l f red A. Russell w a s recorded as a
physician, a n d Thomas Overstreet w a s enumera ted as a
shoemaker - a l l i n t h e Pleasant G rove commun i t y.

J ames Gibson Caper ton a l so pe r f o rmed a s a J u s t i c e o f t h e
Peace i n h i s p r e c i n c t . H i s Day Book, beginning June 4 , 1839,
r eads l i k e a r o l l c a l l o f m e n w h o l i v ed i n t h e no r t he r n h a l f o f
Jackson County. Another interesting ins ight f r om James G.
Caperton’s 1839 Day Book is h i s “ rece ip t ” (recipe) f o r mak ing
vinegar:
“4 ga l l ons of rainwater, 2 quar ts of molasses, a n d
112 ga l lon o f wh iskey . ”

The Caper ton Day Book ent r ies w e r e d iv ided in to WRlTS Served
and CAPIASes Served. Accord ing to At torney John Graham, a
WRIT i s an o rde r issued f r om a cour t requ i r ing t h e pe r f o rmance
o f a spe c i fi ed a c t o r g i v i ng au thor i t y t o ha ve i t done . A CAPIAS
is a WRIT, a n d t h e w o r d is s t i l l u s e d in Tennessee. Fo r ins tance
in a cour t in Tennessee, if t h e cr im ina l defendant fa i l s to
appear, t h e j u dge w i l l announce “ cap i a s se r ved . ” ' Th i s d i rec ts
t h e p rope r au thor i t y to p i c k up a n d ho l d t h e defendant u n t i l t h e
nex t sess ion of cour t . Basica l ly, i t is a w r i t o f ar rest .
Therefore, Cap ias Served wou l d mean t ha t m o r e t h a n one arrest
war ran t w a s se r ved on a s i ng l e defendant or defendants .

B lack ' s L a wDic t ionarys a y s t h e l i t e r a lmean i n g o f cap i a s f r om t h e L a t i n i s
“ t h a ty o u t a k e . ” I t i s “ t h e g e n e r a ln ame f o r s e v e r a l s p e c i e s o f wr i ts , t h e
common character ist ic of w h i c h is t h e y r e q u i r e t h e o f fi ce r to t a k e t h e b o d y
of t h e defendant i n t o c u s t o d y. ” 4



CAPERTON STORE AT
PLEASANT GROVE : JAMES
W
(Continued)

W
James Mundy
J o h n McMahan
Joseph N. Calvert/Calvert
Wiley A. Fletcher
George W. Keath/Keith
Lazarus Fletcher
Thomas Busby
Thomas Williams
E d w i n Ashley
A r t h u r Mat thews
John McReynolds
William D.Sut ton
John Sutton
Alexander H. Price
Wil l Weatherly
John McMahan _
W. l. Longacre

W
Harrison H. Hur t
James Winn (Wynne)
Joseph D. S m i t h
Moses L. Pinkston
J o h n McDaniel
K i n g L. Henderson
James L. Bolton
Isaac D. Alan/Allen
A n d r e w Col l ins
Leroy Hammon(d)s
Simeon Kirkpat r ick
A l l en K . Hays

W
13311
D. J. Cal fetholvert ? vs J o h n
Fletcher
Benjamin Dotson vs James
Mundy
Robert Dotson vs W.M. K i n g
Andrew Kelsoe vs Wil l iam
Weatherly
Joseph Fears vs J o h n
McMahan
Alexander Read/Reid vs W. I.
Longacre
Griffin Keath/Keith vs
John McMahan ‘

W
John McMahan
Wil l iam M. K i n g
James Mundy
J o h n F. Cloud

W
John Hanes/Haynes
Henry Carl ton
Jackson Reynolds
E. S t a r k (?El i jah S ta rkey )
J o h n Wr igh t
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CAPERTON STORE AT PLEASANT GROVE: JAMES G.
CAPERTON’S DAY BOOK (Continued) V

W
STATE -vs- STATE -vs !
M r. A(ndrew) Br iggs Jeremiah Coats
Anderson Hawk Jesse K i n g
George Smi th
Samuel Welch
Thomas Scruggs

J o h n Hames/Haynes
David Caufield

Wil l iam Smi th STATE -vs !
Archibald Wh i t e James Chambers
Ber ry Johnson James Hardwick
Thmas H i l l
George Scruggs STATE -vs!
Will iam Moore, J r . J o h n Pa te
Alex(ander) McFarlane
Thomas Scurggs, Esq.
John Callfield/Caufield

STATE -vs!
GEORGE MILLS -vs- Moses L. Pinkston
John F. Baldridge John MckDaniel
Young Sellers S.M. Cowan
James Munday James Munday
William Marten (1’) Carter (1’)
Thomas Longacre STATE -vs !

Warr ington Gent ry
STATE -vs- Charles M. H a l l
K i n g L. Henderson
Eden/Edwin Pr ice RICHARD GRIFFIN
El i jah Starky/Starkey -vs!

McNary Harris
STATE -vs- Thomas Hawkins
Josiah B. Woodard Edmond Reaves
Leroy Hammons
Hiram Baily
Charles Barr ier b
Pleasant a n d El i jah Jones

James Dicus
Charles Just ice



CAPERTON STORE AT PLEASANT GROVE: JAMES G.
CAPERTON’S DAY BOOK

S TAT E -vs !
Simon K i rkpat r i ck
J o s i a h B. Woodard
Char les Barr ier - witness

DANIEL McCOY -vs !
Benjamin H. Pr ice
S a m u e l Br iant lBryan
Jeffe rson Her ron
Edwin Price
S a m u e l K e y s
Wi l l iam Marshal l

S TAT E -vs!
Calvin Thornton
John Starkey
Preston Hal facre
Ber ry  Ledbet te r

S TAT E -vs !
K i n g L. Henderson
Edwin  Pr ice
A.  J .  Cheshi re
A d a m Dannel lDan ie l
A l e x a n d e r Blancet(t)'
A l l en N i c h o l s

RICHARD GRIFFIN -vs!
McNary Harr is
Char les J u s t i c e

WILLIAM 3. PRICE~ 3 !
Mer idy lMered i th  Pr ice
S a m u e l GillemlGilliam

(Cont inued)

JAMES C. HARDWICK -vs !
Wil l iam Cameron
H. B.  Caperton
J o h n E. Caper ton
Joseph McFar lane
James  Coa ts
Hami l ton  Anderson
Arch iba ld J a c o w a y
Mat i lda Cameron
Meredith Pr ice
Franc is Yo u n g
Thomas Longacre

S TAT E -vs!
Daniel Norman
Wi ley B. Nicho las w i tness

S TAT E -vs !
James Shepherd
J o h n Jus t i ce w i t n e s s

S TAT E -vs !
Lazarus  Dodson
J o h n J u s t i c e w i t n e s s

S TAT E -vs !
J o h n A l r i g h t
James  Jus t i ce

J o h n J u s t i c e
Drury Thompson
Henry  B lance t t



CAPERTON STORE AT PLEASANT GROVE: J A M E S G.
CAPERTON D A Y B O O K (Cont inued)

STATE -vs !
K i n g L. Henderson
Edwin Price
J o s i a h B. Woodard
Thomas Nicholas

STATE -vs !
Hi ram Bai ley
J o s i a h B. Woodard
Absalom Marshall
James Maxwell
Samue l L . K i t c h e n s

S TAT E -vs !
Caldean D. Gunte r
A n d r e w Col l ins
Nathan S m i t h
Pryor Lawson

STATE -vs !
William Wheeler
Will iam McNeil
Char les H a l l

GEORGE M I L L S -vs !
J o h n F. Baldr idge
J o e l Wimber ly
Peter Tai lor/Taylor
Wil l iam Mil ls

STATE -vs !
A . K . a n d W. S . H a y s
J o h n Marsha l l

JAMES COPELAND - vs
O w e n Roark
Gates Glasscock
Dan ie l H i l l
Edmond Bray
Wi l l iam L a d d

HARDEN BLANCETT -vs !
Anderson K e n t
J a m e s B lance t t
J o s i a h B. Wooda l l
So lomon Langston
Margaret Langston

RICE or REED MONEY -vs !
Joseph Wal lace
Moses H. Glasscock
Samuel Christian

S TAT E -vs !
Wiley Fletcher
George K e i t h w i t n e s s

ARCHIBALD WHITE -vs !
Mar t i n Teeters, S r .
Ma r t i n Teeters, J r .
Thomas H i l l
Berry  Johnson
N a n c y Ridd le

S TAT E -vs !
T h o m a s B u s b y
Wil l iam Anderson

Thomas H. Brack



CAPERTON STORE A l' PLEASANT GROVE: JAMES G.
CAPERTON’S DAY BOOK (Continued)

JAMES G. HARDWICK -vs !
Will iam Cameron
Thomas Busby
William Anderson
Thomas S c o t t

STATE -vs!
James D. Justice
Joseph Frazier
Wiley B. Nicholas

STATE -vs !
A n d r w J. Br iggs a n d o the rs
James Munday
Samuel Welch

JOHN McEFEE -vs!
Oliver Charles
Adam Caperton’

STATE -vs !
Moses L. Pinkston
John McDaniel
H. T. Caperton

STATE -vs !
David a n d J o h n Pullam
James Smith

JAMES McDUFF -vs!
Will iam Ba i t y
William Cameron
John Cameron

ISAAC D. WANN -vs !
El i jah Ing l i s
Arnold Wann

STATE -vs!
Calvin Thornton
John Glover

STATE -vs -Joseph Lage ty

WILLIAM J. PRICE -vs !
Meredith Pr ice
J a m e s Munday

JAMES G. HARDWICK -vs!
William Cameron
H. T. a n d F. E. Caper ton
Joseph McFarlane
Meredith Pr ice
Francis Young
Thomas Longacre
Thomas Busby

Wm. & Hamilton Anderson
Matilda Cameron
James Coats
Archibald J a c o w a y

WILLIAM PRICE -vs !
Mer id i th P r i ce
Joseph McFarlane
James Pr ice
Samuel Gill iam
Wm. W. McFarlane
James Munday
Richard Pr i ce



CAPERTON STORE AT PLEASANT GROVE: JAMES G.
CAPERTON’S D AY BOOK

WILLIAM PRICE -vs-
Jacob Ta l l y
George Hardwick
Wil l iam McFarlane
J o h n F. Cloud
Richard Price, S r .
Joseph McFarlane
James D. Price
Willaim Cameron
Henry  Norwood

S TAT E -vs !
A n d r e w J . B r i ggs
ARchibald White
Wi l l iam S m i t h
Thomas Scruggs

John Caulfield
Anderson H a u k
George Smi th '1
James Welch

STATE -vs!
A. J. Briggs
Wil l iam Fagg
J a m e s Munday
Samuel Welch
Joseph  Barne t t
Adam Caperton
Thomas Scruggs, Esq}.

AARON ROSS -vs !
Will iam Longacre
A l f red M. Hill
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(Continued)

CALDEAN D. GUNTER - V s !

J o h n McMahan
Jacob G. Glazier
Moses H. Glasscock

S TAT E -vs !
J o h n J . L o w
Wil l iam Gunter
William Woosly
Jacob Ta l l y

JOSEPH N. CALVERT -vs !
Joseph 6. Shepherd
Peggy a n d Nancy Calvert

DANIEL McCOY -vs!
Price Bryant
Jefferson Herron
William Marshall
Edwin Price

ISAAC WANN -vs !
El i jah Inglis
Edwin Wann
Arnold Wann
Wiley 0. Taylor-
Char les H a l l
J o h n Russe l l
Mary L ipscomb
Pleasant Ledbe t t e r
Phil. L o y d
J o h n McReynolds
J o h n Blancet t
Wm. 8 : J o h n H a l l



WOODVILLE, ALABAMA COUPLE ELOPE IN 1880
( A n Invaluable P i c t u re of C i t y versusAg r a r i a n So c i a l L i f e in t h e 18805)

by Ann 3 . Chamb less
He w a s t h e t eache r in a one-room school . She w a s h i s pup i l .
He w a s 23 . She w a s 15 a n d sa i d t o be t h e p r e t t i e s t young l a d y
in Woodvi l le. (M r. J. R. Kennamer reco rded in THE KENNAMER
FAMILY HISTORY: “ S h e w a s a ve r y beaut i fu l woman.”)
They we r e in love! Ear ly o n e November morn ing , t h e y s l ipped
a w a y f r om home, dressed in v e r y ord inary, “everyday” c lo thes .
They d a r e d no t i n voke f am i l y q u e s t i o n s b y “d ress i ng u p ” t h a t
day. At t h e Memphis a n d Char les ton Rai l road Depo t in
Woodville, he p u r c h a s e d t w o t icke ts , des t ina t ion : Tennessee.
Upon ar r i v ing in Chat tanooga, t h e y wa l k e d to t h e Read House
where he inqu i red abou t p rocu r i ng a mar r i age l i cense . The i r
daughter, Bess ie (Chambless)Webb, t o l d y o u r au t ho r t h e fi r s t
p a r t o f t h i s s to ry.
Recent ly Wi l l iam D. Page sha red “ t h e res t of t h e s t o r y ” w h i c h he
found in a November 1880 ed i t i on of THE GADSDEN TIMES:
“Sunday even i n g a n o v e l wedd i ng w a s p e r f o rm e da t t he READHOUSE. The
con t r a c t i n gp a r t i e s l i v e a t Woodville, Ala., n e a r Scottsboro, t h e g r oom , J . L .
Chambless, hav i ng been t h e t eache r of t h e bride, M i ss Ju l i a Lew is . They
came to t h e c i t y (Chattanooga) ‘on t h e MCCRR t ra i n a n dr e p a i r e d to t h e R e a d
House. The g r o o m wa s a p e r f e c tp i c t u r e o f coun t r y ve r dancy, w i t h h i s b i g

s l ouch hat , p a n t s s t u fi ' edi n h i s boo t s . . . " The b r i de w a s a b l u sh i ng t ype o f
u n s o p h i s t i c a t e dr u s t i c i t y, o f n o tm o r e t h a n 1 4 y e a r s o f a g e , h e rg a m e n t s
r e a c h i n g o n l y t o h e rs h o e tops . T h e g r o om a t o n c e des i r eda l i cense . H e
w a s t a k e n in charge by a b o u t 20 membe r s o f t h e Cha t tanooga Cade t s a n d
t h e y g a v e h i m t h e m o s t t ho r ough cou r se o f d r i l l i n g he e v e r be f o r e
e x p e r i e n c e d . T h e y walked, t rot ted, a n dr a n h i m n e a r l y o v e r t h e e n t i r e c i t y
a n da t l a s tp r o c u r e da l i c e n s e f o r h i m . A m i n i s t e r w a s p r o c u r e da n d then, i n
c h a r g e o f t h e boys , t h e g r o o m e x p e c t a n t w a s m a r c h e db a c k t o t h e h o t e l .
The b r i d e wa s t a k e n i n c h a r g e b y t h e l a d i e s o f t h e h o t e la n d fi t t e d o u t i n
nea te r a n d l o n g e rgarments . Theg r o om wa s supp l i e dby t h e b o y s w i t h
var ious articles, among o t h e r t h i ngs a p a s t e b o a r d col lar, 6 i n c h e s i n w id th .
Comfor tab ly b u r i e d in this, he w a sj o i n e d in h o l yma t r imony to h i s l i t t l e pup i l .
The en t i r e corps o f c a de t s a t t e n ded h im, a n done b y o n e t h e y cong r a t u l a t e d
h i m.......t h e y we re hono red w i t h a g e nu i n e se renade by t h e b o y s . ”
He w a s J am e s L aw s o n Chambless (1857-1940), a n d s h e w a s Ju l i a Fe l i c ia
Lew i s (1865-1908). Tw o o f t h e i r ma n y g randch i l d ren a r e Beu lah (Chambless)
She l t o n a n d t h e l a t e J o e D . Chambless . T w o o f t h e i r g r ea t g r andch i l d r en a r e
Sandra (Shel ton) Burney a n d Rober t H e a t h Chambless.
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RENEWMEMBERSHIPJANUARY I

MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW OR RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES ! $10.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100.00

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS ARE WELCOMED

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
P. 0. BOX 1494
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494
Please provide:
NAME

STATE ZIP
NEW RENEWAL

The membership year begins January 1. Any dues received before October 1 will
be for the current year. Dues received after October 1will accrue to the following
year. Members receive the JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES quarterly in
January, April, July, and October.

J.C.H.A. BOOK FOR SALE
The Jackson County Historical Association has republished THE HISTORY OF
JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA by John R. Kennamer, Sr., 1935 edition. The
price of the book is $20.00. If mailing is required, please add $3.00 for each book
order. Allow ten (10) days for processing. Please complete the following order
blank and mail to:

HISTORY BOOK
P.O. BOX 1494
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494

STREET
STATE ZIP TELEPHONE



JACKSON COUNTY
CHRONICLES

ll0lllME13. llllMOEll2 I88ll-l0lI-2040 lll’0ll2001

100K8000000" lll81'00l00l08800IA'l'l0llWlllMEET8000M.lll’0ll22.2001,2:00
ll.m.,8001180000 l’l|0l|0“0000'. 100280010000008TOEET.8001180000. llL

J C H A ANNUAL DUESf o r 2001 w e r e d u e on Janua r y 1 ,
2001.. L IFE MEMBERS a n d MEMBERS WHO HAVE PA ID 2001 DUES (as
o f Ap r i l 1 ) a r e reco rded on pages 2 th rough 5 . I f y o u r name i s
miss ing , PLEASEm a i l y o u r c h e c k inthe amount o f $10 . 00 payable toJackson
County Historical Association to J.C.H.A. Treasurer, P. O. Box 1494, Scottsboro, AL 35768-1494
to assure receipt of all quarterly issues of THE JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES. Inc lude
n ine number z i p code .

The Ap r i l 22 mee t i ng w i l l conclude t h e 2001 Jackson Coun t y His tory
Lec tu re Se r i es co -sponso red by t h e Jackson County His tor ica l
Association, t h e Scot tsboro Pub l i c L ib ra ry, a n d Nor theas t S t a t e
Communi ty Co l lege a n d cha i red by Dr. Ron Dykes , L i b ra r y Board o f
Trus tees Chairman a n d J.C.H.A. Lec t u r e Ser ies Commi t t ee Cha i r. D r.
Dykes i s p l e a sed t o announce t h a t D r. S am Webb, h i s t o r y p r o f e s so r a t
UAB, w i l l add ress t h e na t i ona l a n d internat ional i m p a c t of t h e
Sco t t sbo ro Boy s ca se . D r. Webb se rved as a consu l t an t f o r t h e
r e cen t l y a i r ed PBS Academy Awa r d s nom ina t ed documenta ry a n d
p l a n s t o t o u c h o n t h e documen ta r y i n h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n .
D r . Webb is no s t ranger to Scot tsboro, as he w a s o n e of t h e s p e a k e r s
i n t h e Sco t t sbo ro Pub l i c L ib ra ry ’s 1998 l e c t u r e s e r i e s r e g a r d i n g
f o rme r Gove rno r Geo rge C . Wa l l ace ’s i m p a c t on A l a b ama po l i t i c s .
D r . Webb g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e Un i ve r s i t y o f A l abama L a w Schoo l a n d
e n g a g e d i n a s u c c e s s f u l l a w p r a c t i c e f o r a b o u t t e n y e a r s be f o r e h e
dec ided to s e e k h i s Ph.D. in h i s t o r y f r om t h e Un ivers i t y o f Arkansas .
He has grea t in te res t i n many aspec ts o f Alabama h is to ry.

T h e s u b j e c t m a t t e r a n d q u a l i t y o f t h e l e c t u r e s e r i e s p r e s e n t a t i o n s
ha ve p r oduced r e c o r d a t tendance. Yo u w i l l n o t w a n t to m i s s t h i s
fi na l l ec tu re by Dr. S a m Webb of Bi rmingham, Alabama.



J.C.H.A. LIFE MEMBERS

BARBARA A K I N
Scottsboro, AL

RANDY ALLEN
Tullahoma, TN

ETHLYN BARTLE
Albertville, AL

ELBERT BEAIRD
Scottsboro, AL

GEORGE BOLES
Birmingham, AL

HERSCHEL BOYD
Stevenson, AL

MARY E. BRAMLETT
Scottsboro, A l .

mos: F. BRANUM
Woodville, AL

ROY BREWER, JR.
Huntsville, AL

RON BULMAN
Te x a s \

SANDRA BURNEY ‘*
Doug lasv i l le ,  GA

R U B Y BUTLER
Scottsboro, AL

JESSIE BYNUM
Scottsboro, AL

ANNA R. CAMPBELL
Huntsville, AL

BETTY CAMPBELL
Section, AL

HARRY CAMPBELL
Section, AL

W. L O Y CAMPBELL
Scottsboro, AL

J I M N. CLEMONS
Scottsboro, AL

JOHN CLOPTON
Ty l e r,  T X

MAURENE CLOPTON
Ty le r,  TX

JOHNNIE COLEMAN
Scottsboro, AL

MARGARET C O N WAY
Bi rmingham,  AL

DAVID COOK
Scottsboro, AL

JOE CROMEANS
Scottsboro, AL

MARY A. CROMEANS
Scottsboro, AL

LILLIE MAE CULBERT
Langston ,  AL

J.  T.  DAVIDSON
Woodville, AL

MARTHA DOBBINS
luka, MS

ELIZABETH mcus
Scottsboro, AL

GLENYS DYER
Arl ington,  VA
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JOANN T. ELKIN
Huntsville, AL

J O H N W. GANT
Pisgah, AL

MAURINE G AY
Scottsboro, _ AL

JERI GIBSON
Scottsboro, AL

N A N C Y GILLIAM
Scottsboro, AL

J O H N H. GRAHAM
Stevenson, AL

W. W. HARALSON
Scottsboro, AL

Bulah M. Hay
Calasauqua, PA

MARY BEN HEFLIN
Memphis, TN

BETTY HENNINGER
Stevenson, AL

GENE HENNINGER
Stevenson, AL

LEE A N N HODGES
Gu l f Shores, AL

SAM H. HOLLAND
Scottsboro, AL

JULIA S. HOPPER
Decatur, GA

MARGARET HOWARD
Montgomery, AL



HAROLD B. HUGHES
Br idgepor t ,  AL

MARTHA H U N T HUIE
Memphis,  TN

DENTON KENNAMER
Woodville, AL

J A N P. M A C K E Y
Scottsboro, AL

RALPH M A C K E Y
Scottsboro, AL

J .D . MATTHEWS, J R .
Gur ley,  AL

MARIE H. MITCHELL
Scottsboro, AL

NORMA J. MOORE
Roswell, GA

GARY MORGAN
Scottsboro, AL

LEWIS W. PAGE, J R .
B i rmingham,  AL

ROBERT LEE PAGE
Scottsboro, AL

REGINA G. PIPES
Austin, TX

MRS. WALTER
PLUMMER
Wich i ta Falls, TX

FRANCES POWERS
Manchester, TN

EVELYN PROCTOR
Scottsboro, AL

J.C.H.A. LIFE MEMBERS

J A N B O Y D ROBERTS
Scottsboro, AL

BEULAH C . S H E LTO N
Scottsboro, AL

MARK S. SKELTON
Scottsboro, AL

J O H N DAVID
SNODGRASS
Huntsville, AL

WALTER SUMNER
Wichita, KS

J O H N W. THOMPSON
Kingspor t ,  TN

T’LENE TILLOTSON
Dalton, GA

CHARLES WARD
Corpus Christ i , TX

LARRY WARD
Birmingham,  AL

HELENE K. WARNER
Tallahassee, FL

FRANCES WEIDNER
Gordon, TX

O. B. WILKINSON
Tullahoma, TN

NORMA J. WOLFE
Sapulpa, OK '

PAT T Y WOODALL
Stevenson, AL

3

ELIZABETH WORD
Scottsboro, AL

FAMILY HISTORY
CENTER, S a l t L a k e
C i t y, U t a h

MEMORIAL a n d
HONORARIUM

T h e Jackson Coun ty
H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia !
t i o n g r a t e f u l l y
acknowledges  Mrs .
Sandra Burney’s g i f t
o f $100 .00 in m e m o r y
o f t h e l a t e J o e D .
Chambless a n d in
honor of Ann B.
Chambless.

Thank y o u , Sandra.

NECROLOGY

Wal ter  Hammer
W.  Wa lke r
M c C u t c h e n
El izabeth Page
S u e Mae Powe l l
Gladys S m i t h



2001 ANNUAL DUES ARE NOW DUE AND PAYABLE.
IF YOUR NAME DOES N O T APPEAR BELOW, PLEASE MAIL
Y O U R 2 0 0 1 DUES TO J.C.H.A. TREASURER, P. 0. B O X 1494,
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768. T h e f o l l o w i n g h a v e p a i d 2 0 0 1 dues :
Don 8. Ann Moody
Scottsboro, AL

B lanche M. Ta l l y
Scottsboro, AL

C l i n t o n B e n n e t t
Scottsboro, AL

L i z B e n n e t t
Scottsboro, AL

J a n e Conley
Scottsboro, AL

Mary Presley C o x
Scottsboro, AL

E l l i e K . S m i t h
Scottsboro, AL

Fred Hancock
Scot tsboro, AL:

G r a c e P. Wa l e s
Scottsboro, AL

El izabeth Bea rd
Scottsboro, AL

A n n Chamb less
Scot tsboro,  AL

J.  C.  Clemons
Scottsboro, AL

J i m P i t t
Scottsboro, AL

Vi rg in ia P i t t
Scottsboro, AL

D e l l C o o k
Scottsboro, AL

J .  C .  C lemons
Scottsboro, AL

Rubi lee S m i t h
Scottsboro, AL

Caro l Whi tehead
Scottsboro, AL

Betty D.  Mann
Scottsboro, AL

Ka thy  Cook
Scottsboro, AL

N e l s o n Va m e l l
Scottsboro, AL

F r a n c e s Va m e l l
Scottsboro, AL

I rene Bramble t t
Scottsboro, AL

M a r y N e l l Ho lde r
Fackler, AL

If

P.  B.  Keel
Madison, AL

Evelyn Rochel le
Huntsville, AL

Add ie  K.  Shaver
Huntsville, AL

J im /L inda M a p l e s
Huntsville, AL

Ann H . H a n c o c k
Huntsvil le, AL

Pickens Russel l
Stevenson, AL

Ernest ine Russel l
Stevenson, AL

H. M. Walker
Stevenson, AL

D o r o t h a C . B e a n
Stevenson, AL

Dorothy Wi l l iams
Stevenson, AL

K a t y e  Ti p t o n
Stevenson,  AL

Rubye H a h n
Br idgepor t ,  A l



2001 ANNUAL DUESARE N O W DUE A N D PAYABLE. I f  YOUR
NAME d o e s n o t a p e a r be low, p l e a s e suppor t t h e J.C.H.A. by
m a i l i n g y o u r c h e c k t o d a y.
Sara L. Cameron
Kennesaw, GA

Dorothy Wi lson
Decatur, GA

Nora Lee B y r d
Grantville, GA

Ve r a C . C o u l t e r
Ch ickamauga,  GA

James N.  Smi th
Vicksburg ,  MS

N a n c y Peters
Lakeland, FL

M a r y To m W. D r e w
F. Beach, FL

W. D. Arnold, J r .
O a k Ridge, TN

Raymond Shi r ley
Knoxville, TN

B e t t y Canes t ra r i
Germantown, TN

Robert T. Morris
Empor ia ,  VA

Mr./Mrs. Rober t Osborn
Minden, NV

K a y Wr a g e Gunn
Dallas, TX

Genevieve Har rfis
Dallas, TX

R o n Pr ince
Longv iew,  TX

Clyde  Henshaw
F o r t Worth, TX

J a m e s E. Warren
Fenton, MO

Phyl is  Wujs
Hazen, AR

Thomas Gamble
Ok lahoma C i t y

Ninet ta  A.  Por ter
M idwes t C t y, OK

Wanda R. Hughes
L a s Vegas , NV

Neva  Bamhar t
L a s Ve g a s , N V

Alabama Dep t of
A rch ives

I v e s t a Stee ley
Beaufort, SC
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T h e f o l l o w i n g H AV E PA I D 2 0 0 1 d u e s :
Doro thy S. L o w e

Templeton,  CA

Edward Rucks
Taft, CA

Lore t ta  Fowler
L. Alamitos, CA

Patr ic ia  Starnes
S a n Rafael, CA

Jud i th  Kn i t t e r
C r e s c e n t C t y, C A

N a n c y Barc lay
San ta Paula, CA

Bet t ie  J .  Tyson
Dearborn Hts, MI

Lou-Jean Rehn
Denver, CO

B e t t y  G a t e s
W. Monroe, LA

S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l
A s s o c of Wiscons in

Dav id L o y d
Br idgepor t ,  AL

Louise Watk ins
Bryant ,  AL



GRANT APPROVED FOR SCOTTSBORO FREIGHT DEPOT

J o h n N e e l y, J.C.H.A. Sco t t sbo ro F re i gh t Depo t Res to ra t i on
C o m m i t t e e Chairman, i s p l e a s e d t o announce t h e r e c e i p t o f a
$39,800 S t a t e gran t w h i c h w i l l p rov ide preserva t ion f u n d s f o r
t h e rehab i l i t a t ion a n d res to ra t ion o f t h e 1860 v in tage
Scottsboro Fre igh t Depo t . T h i s m e a n s t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y
H is to r i ca l Assoc ia t ion w i l l n e e d to r a i s e $10,000 in M AT C H I N G
FUNDS. CAN Y o u HELP?

T h e Resto ra t ion Commi t t ee is presen t l y deve lop ing
spec ifica t ions p r i o r to so l i c i t i ng b i d s f o r ex te r io r w o r k w h i c h
w i l l inc lude pa in t ing t h e bui ld ing’s exter ior, remov ing t h e
temporary d o c k on t h e east side, repa i r ing t h e d o c k on t h e
s o u t h side, e r e c t i n g s secur i t y f e n c e b e t w e e n t h e t r a c k s a n d
t h e d e p o t , a n d a i r c o n d i t i o n i n g .

To re f resh t h e reader ’s memory, t h e Sco t t sbo ro Fre igh t D e p o t
w a s bu i l t i n 1860. I t w a s t h e ob jec t o f and center o f a C iv i l Wa r
sk i rmish. T h e bui ld ing received l i t t l e maintenance a t t e n t i o n f o r
a number o f years be fo re i t w a s re t i red by Nor fo lk Southern in
t h e ear ly 1990s. When t h e d e p o t s i t e w a s deeded to t h e C i t y of
S c o t t s b o r o a n d t h e management o f t h e s i t e w a s p l a c e d i n t h e
hands of t h e J.C.H.A., e v e r y i n c h of t h e bu i ld ing needed
immed ia te attent ion, inc lud ing a leak ing roo f .

YOUR HELP is needed to r a i s e t h e m a t c h i n g f u n d s as spec ified
in t h e grant . ‘To enter t h e D e p o t H a l l o f Fame, y o u c a n c h o o s e
to b e c o m e a s e c t i o n h a n d or e v e n a TRAINMASTER:

$ 1 . 0 0  t o  $ 9 9 . 0 0  S e c t i o n  H a n d
$100.00 to $249 .00 F lagman
$250.00 to $499.00 Breakman
$ 5 0 0 . 0 0  t o  $ 9 9 9 . 0 0  F i r e m a n

$1000.00 t o $2499 .00 C o n d u c t o r
$ 2 5 0 0 . 0 0  t o  $ 5 0 0 0 . 0 0  E n g i n e e r
$5001 .00 a n d a b o v e TRAINMASTER

C h e c k s should be payable to J.C.H.A. Depo t Accoun t a n d mai led
to J.C.H.A., P.O. BOX 1494, SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494,
ATI 'N: J o h n Nee l y.
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ECHOES OF THE PAST FROM SHELTON CAVE
by Ann B. Chambless

The cool , g en t l e breezes and r o c k formations of SHELTON
CAVE have a lways d rawn t h e adventurous to i t s a lmost h idden
loca t ion (o f f t h e O l d Larkinsvi l le Road s omewha t nor theast of
t h e res idence o f t h e l a t e Robert E . (Bob) Jones . )

Today t h e property is g a t e d to p ro tec t b o t h t h e current
l andowner a n d un inv i t ed v i s i t o r s . However, i n t h e ea r l y
se t t l emen t o f Jackson Coun ty, c a v e s o f t h i s s i ze w e r e
cons idered g rea t na t u r a l assets d ue to the i r u t i l i ta r ian u s e s
a n d constant c o o l temperatures.

T h e ea r l y h is to ry a n d va r i ous u s e s of She l t on Cave w e r e
reco rded in t h e Ju l y 17, 1879 ed i t i on o f THE ALABAMA HERALD.
The Ed i t o r in terv iewed “Grandma She l ton ” (Mrs. Shepard
Shelton, nee Rosinah Chapman, 1802-1886) a f t e r a mid-summer
v is i t to She l ton Cave. “Grandma Shel ton” t o l d of several ear ly
uses of t h e cave when she stated:
“ o l dJoseph Snodgrassh a da st i l lhouse n e a r t h e mo u t h of t h e
ca ve a n da ho r s e m i l ln o t f a r away. (A stream of p u r e wate r
flowed f r om t h e m o u t h o f t h e cave. ) S h e a l s o s ta ted , “ O l d
m a n Snodgrass wo u l dpreserve ( i n t h e cave) , in a fi n e p u r e
state, h o g s s l augh t e r ed i n A u g u s t . ”

T he 1830 Jackson Coun ty census reco rded “ o l d ” Joseph
Snodg rass ’ a g e as 50 to 60 ( bo r n 1770-1780). In c h e c k i n g t h e
census f o r h i s 1830 ne ighbors , o n e finds he l i v ed in gene r a l a r e a
of Thomas J. Woods and Wil l iam Mordah (known to be t h e fi r s t
se t t l e r s o f Woods Cove) a n d nex t doo r to Absalem Cof fey, S r .
w h o pu rchased 80 a c r e s i n Sec t i on 14, Townsh ip 4 , Range 5
East in 1830. A f ew years later, Robert Hamlet (namesake of
Hamle t Bo t toms a l so j u s t o f f O l d Lark insvi l le Road),Shepard
Shelton, a n d Carey S t ap l e s pu r chased l and nex t t o Absa l em
Cof fey. These land-owning ne ighbo rs of Joseph Snodgrass
o f fe r p r oo f t h a t Joseph Snodgrass did, in deed, l i v e in t h e area
wh i ch is home to She l ton Cave.
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ECHOES FROM THE PA S T FROM SHELTON C AV E (Continued)

I n J u l y o f 1879, e x t r e m e l y h o t w e a t h e r p r e v a i l e d . THE
ALABAMA HERALD ed i to r wrote:
“ I n the basement of J u d g e Brown’s storehouse, t h e
thermometer averaged near ly 95 degrees on Fr iday a n d
Saturday last , f r o m 10 o ’ c l ock a . m . to 6 p . m . a n d reached 98
degrees at 3 p.m.. . . . . . . . . .There is an atmosphere, eas i ly
accessible, w i t h i n one a n d a h a l f m i les f r o m here, in w h i c h
p e r s o n s n e e d t h e i r c o a t s a n d s h a w l s a n d c a n s t a n d a r o u n d a
fi r e w i t h o u t d iscomfor t a t a n y h o u r of t h e hot tes t d a y s we have.
We a l l ude to t h e m o u t h of w h a t is k n o w n as t h e SHELTON C AV E
n e a r t h e homesteadof Shepard Shelton, deceased (1791-1876),
n o w o c c u p i e d by h i s venerab le w i d o w a n d t h e i r w o r t h y
daughter,  Mrs. Hunt.
T h e w a t e r t a n k ( f o r t h e ra i l road) a h a l f m i l e w e s t of h e r e is
supp l ied through i ron p ipe f r o m a r o c k bas in of p u r e c o l d wate r
in t h e m o u t h of t h e cave. The cave is no t f a r up t h e mounta in
a n d h a s n o t more t h a n 2 0 0 f e e t e levat ion. The c a v e w idens at
t h e m o u t h to a f fo rd r o o m enough f o r a considerable hote l . The
bot tom a n d roo f r o c k s a re q u i t e smooth . B u t ou t immediately
in f ront there is a terr ib le chasm or fissure in t h e bot tom r o c k s
mak ing an opening be low o f s o m e 30 f e e t o r m o r e o f a c i r cu la r
shape, whe re sheep a n d goa ts occas ional ly drop below, to r i se
no m o r e a n d w h i c h fi l l s t h e m i n d s o f those t h e r e w i t h ch i l d ren
under the i r care w i t h constant apprehension, as i t is n e a r a n d
t h e r e is nothing obs t ruc t ing t h e i r passage i n t o i t . There is a
constant, g e n t l e breeze f r o m t h e c a v e t h a t s o o n m a k e s t h o s e
w h o enter i t f o r g e t t h e w e a t h e r is hot , c a u s e s t h e m to increase
t h e i r c lo th ing , a n d inc l ines t h e m to a p p r o a c h a b laz ing fire . I t
s o o n becomes necessary to a v o i d t h e m a i n current, f o r w h i c h
g o o d oppor tun i t y i s a f fo rded by t h e sudden g r e a t w i d e n i n g o f
t h e c a v e at t h e mouth, l eav ing considerable s p a c e at e a c h s i d e
t h a t is o u t of t h e d i rec t current, but , of course, rendered c o o l by
t h e prox im i t y to i t .......As we w r i t e n o w in t h e mid-day hea t , we
a r e sens ib le of a st rong inc l inat ion to mount o u r D r. Wo m a c k
p o n y a n d hasten to ava i l ourse lves of t h i s an t i do te f o r h o t
wea ther. ” 7



CHARLES LEWIS: FIXINGALABAMA EASTERN BOUNDARY LINE

comp i l ed by Thurman H . Jackson, J r .
ed i ted by Ann B. Chambless

A f t e r t h e Alabama Ter r i to ry w a s crea ted in 1817, t h e S ta t e o f
Georg ia spasmod ica l l y ra i sed conten t ions abou t i t s lega l
j u r i sd i c t i on . Cont inuous ly t h e Governors o f Georg ia a n d
A labama ba t t l ed t h e boundary ques t ion . F ina l l y, i n t h e spr ing
of 1826 a survey ing commiss ion w a s appo in ted by Governor
George M. Troup of Georg ia a n d Governor J o h n Murphy of
A labama t o s e t t l e t h e q ue s t i o n o n c e a n d f o r a l l . Governor Tr o u p
n amed Co l . Richard Blount, Ma j . J o e Crawford, a n d Co l . Edward
Hami l ton. Governor Murphy of Alabama appo in ted Ar thur P.
Bagby a n d m m m m m m g u u n w m
Nickajack, a CherokeeInd ian town s i t e located near t he po i n t
where t h e states of Tennessee, Georgia, and Alabama were
soon to share a common boundary, wa s chosen as t h e star t ing
po in t .

Co l . Richard Blount w a s named Chairman of t h e commission.
Col . Blount’s journal , found in t h e Alabama Department of
Archives and His to ry, records t h e t r ia l s a nd success of t h e
five-man commission. H i s notes a r e interest ing, detailed, a n d
g i v e a good“description of some cha rac te r t r a i t s of h i s f e l l ow
su rveyo rs as t h e y c omp l e t e d t h e i r ass i gnmen t .
On June 26, 1826, Co l . B l oun t ge t s r i g h t t o t h e po in t :
“We be g a na t t h e m o u t h o f U c h e eb e l o wFo r t M i t c h e l la n dr u n
N o . 10 a n ds t r u c k t h e Tennessee R i v e r t wo a n da h a l fm i l e s ea s t
o f N i c ka j ack - t hen r a n t o N i cka j ack a n dfina l l y p u t up a squa re
s tone at t h e Tennessee l i n e - to d i v i de Georg ia a n dAlabama
where I w o u l dgo i n t o t hose t h r ee States by g o i n g a r o u n d t h e
stone i n l e s s t han three m inu t e s . ” The surveyors r o d ep a c i n g
ho rses wh i c h cos t a bou t $41 . 00 each . They a l s o h i r e dan
I nd i angu i de f o r f o u r day s a t $1 . 00p e rday, s i n ce t h e y we r e
t rave l i ng th rough count ry unknown to t h e commissioners.
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WHO WAS CHARLES LEWIS of Bellefonte,Alabama, in 1826?

CharlesLewis w a s born about 1778 in Augusta or Botetourt
County, Virginia, a n d d ied in 1845 in Barbour County, Alabama.
He was one of four children of Martha “Patsy” Briscoe Love a n d
John Lewis a n d t h e g r a n d s o n o f General Andrew Lewis. Charles
Lewis marr ied Jul iet Trigg (daughter of General Abraham Trigg
a n d Susan lngles) on Ju l y 19, 1800, in Montgomery County,
Virgin ia. .

Charles a n d h i s father-in-law, Abraham Trigg, we re bo t h
attorneys. They m o v e d f r om Montgomery Coun ty, Virginia, to
Frankl in County, Tennessee in 1813. B o t h appea r in land a n d
cou r t r e co r d s in Frankl in County. Around 1819, Charles began
t o se l l h i s po s se s s i o n s i n p r e pa r a t i o n f o r a move t o Nor th
Alabama, as seen in reco rds reco rded in Frankl in Co, TN.

Charles had been professionally ac t ive in Alabama p r i o r to h i s
move. As ear ly as 1815, he is on reco rd as represent ing Isaac
Mal let in t h e estate of John Mal let in Madison County, Alabama.
He apparent ly re located to Bellefonte in Jackson County in
very ear l y 18205.
NOTE: It is interest ing to no te t h a t Bel lefonte was a l s o t h e
name of h i s grea t -g rand fa ther John Lew is ’home in Virginia.

Charles Lewis r e p r e s e n t e d Jackson County i n t h e S t a t e
Leg is la tu re in 1825-1826. When he w a s appo i n t ed to t h e
commiss ion to s e t t h e boundary be tween Alabama a n d Georg ia ,
he w a s re fe r red to as “Ma j o r Char les Lew i s o f Be l l e Fonte,
Alabama.” Co l . B lount indicated Char les Lew i s w a s n o t a
surveyor, b u t “ h e cou l d d r i nk a n d swea r. ” Mos t l i ke l y Charles’
appo i n tmen t t o t h e commission wa s po l i t i c a l . The t i t l e “Major ”
m a y have some merit , as t h a t t i t l e appears in o the r reco rds .
In 1799, Charles t o o k an o a t h as Cornet of Troop of Cavalry in
Montgomery County, VA . In 1814, there w a s a Capt . Charles
Lew i s in t h e Second Regiment of Volunteer MountedGunmenof
Tennessee. 9



WHO WAS CHARLESLEWIS of Bellefonte, A labama in 1826?

In 1831, Char les L ew i s w a s t h e at torney f o r J o h n Be r r y in a
s lander s u i t aga ins t James Latham. La tham reques ted t h e su i t
be moved f r om Jackson Coun t y t o Madison Coun t y. H i s reason
w a s t h a t he suspec ted Ma jo r Char les Lew i s o f be i ng a membe r
or f r i end of W an ear l y Alabama
vig i lan te g roup . Char lesw a s a l leged to have sa i d he wou l d p u t
S l i c k s on t h e Ju r y a n d ru i n Latham. The su i t w a s moved to
Madison County ; however, Char les Lew i s w o n t h e s u i t a n d t h e
appea l , accord ing to Madison County cour t records .

WHO WAS CAPTAIN SLICK, ARBITER OF EARLY
ALABAMA MORALS?
In t h e Ap r i l 1958 ed i t ion of THE ALABAMA REVIEW, James W.
B ragg wrote:
“Cap ta in S l i c k and h i s command In Nor th Alabama wie lded t h e
r o d of cor rec t ion aga ins t t h e law less a n d t h e transgressors of
t h e s ta te ’s ear ly mo ra l code. Deta i ls o f the i r ac t i v i t i es a r e f ew.
They l e f t no minu tes o f mee t ings held, no reco rds o f s inne rs
exhor ted to repentance or Iawbreakers rebuked.”
M r. B ragg quo t e d Edwa r d C . B e t t s w h o w r o t e i n h i s EARLY
HISTORY OF HUNTSVILLE as saying:
“ T he name of Capta in Sl ick, to g i ve t h e story a proper se t t ing of
t h e picturesque,” i t h a s vi r tual ly become a legend ra the r t h an a
rea l i t y. ” However, M r . B ragg po i n t ed ou t t h a t t h e te r r i b le
pun i shmen t s m e t e d ou t b y t h e S l i c k s under t h e seve r e
te r r i to r ia l l a w s w e r e “ f a r f r om legendary. Rather, t h e y
represented, in essence, t h e harsh c o d e of t h e o l d f ron t ie r. ”

M r. B ragg a lso quo ted John J. Coleman, ed i t o r of Huntsvi l le ’s
SOUTHERN ADVOCATE, in a November 1833 ed i t ion wh ich
“declared t h a t in Jackson Coun ty t h e local l a w s we re
power less . Rogues a n d coun te r fe i t e rs w e r e unafraid, ha v i n g
‘ a b ou t seven ty ’ a c c omp l i c e s p r e pa r e d t o p e r j u r e t h emse l v e s a s
w i t nesses o r, as ju ro r s , t o a c q u i t t h e gu i l t y. S l i c k ’s l a w w a s t h e
on l y e f fec t i ve l a w there . ” 10



WHO WAS CAPTAIN SLICK, Arb i te r o f Ea r l y A labama Mora ls?

M r . B r agg e labo ra ted on t w o t r i a l s In J a c k s o n Coun t y as fo l l ows :
“ I n J u l y 1831, t h e S l i c k s se i zed a nd t i e d Alanson Hu f f to a t ree and flogged
h i m unmerc i fu l l y, “w i t hou t a n y reasonab le or probab le cause. ” Huff ’s
at torney fi l e d s u i t f o r $5,000 aga i n s t t h e 4 S l i c k s recogn i zed by Hu f f - Ma j o r
J o h n Cowar t , R ichard Duff , a n d J o h n a n d Char les Jus t i c e . H u f f swo r e t h a t
a t t end i ng h i s l aw s u i t a t Be l l e f on t e w o u l d jeopard i ze h i s l i f e , s i n c e h i s a c t i o n
w a s aga i ns t t h e ‘ c a p t a i n a n d membe rs o f t h e S l i c k Company, ’ be l ieved to
number about fi v e or s i x hundred. ”
W i l l i am Ha l l a l s o feared t h e sca l e s o f j u s t i c e w o u l d be we i gh t ed aga i n s t h i m
i n Jackson Coun ty ’s C i r cu i t Cou r t a n d s o u g h t a c h a n g e o f venue. A c c o r d i n g
to Hal l , on t h e ‘Sabbath,’ A p r i l 24, 1831, a b o u t 20 m e n ‘ rode up to h i s doo r. ’
H i s w i f e remembered t h e ‘ S l i c k Compan y h a d th rea tened ’ h i m a n d s h e s h u t
t h e door, b u t i t g a v e w a y unde r t h e ‘ rude a n d v io len t assau l t ’ o f t h e in t rude rs .
When Ha l l a t t emp t ed t o shoo t t h e fi r s t m a n t o enter, h i s g u n m i s fi r e d .
Du r i ng t h e ensu i ng melee, a' thumb o f Mrs . Ha l l a n d t h e g u n we r e broken.
Unmoved by h i s w i f e ’s tears and h i s ow n p ro tes ta t i ons o f innocence, t h e y
ca r r i ed Ha l l abou t t w o m i l e s ‘ i n t o a swamp . ’ The re ‘ b y a mo c k tr ial, ’ u p o n
t h e tes t imony of one Nee ly, Hal l ’s brother-in-law, the band condemned Ha l l
to rece ive 50 lashes u p o n h i s bare back . They flogged h im so t h a t he w a s
‘hurt, bruised, and wounded, and became...sick, lame, and disordered, and so
remained.. . f o r t h e space of s i x weeks. ’
Wi l l i am Ha l l v s . John Cowar t e t a l i a swa s t r i e d a t Huntsv i l le in Ap r i l 1833.
Ha l l h ad se rved no t i ce on t he defendants to produce at t h e t r i a l ‘ t he a r t i c l e
o f agreement ’ in wh i c h they ‘bound ea c h o the r in pun ish ing those judged
w o r t h y o f i t , a n d so d iv ide t h e respons ib i l i t y a n d p a y equa l p ropot ions (s ic ) to
c a r r y on t h e w o r k of t h e . . . .Company of S l i cks . ’ ( I f s u ch a documen t ex is ted,
i t apparen t ly w a s no t p roduced at t h e t r ia l . )
The defendant S l i c k s adm i t t ed on t h e w i t ness s tand t h e y had ‘severe ly

flogged ’ Ha l l . The Sl icks accused Ha l l o f be i ng ‘a t tached ’ a t t h e t i m e of h i s
‘ chas t i semen t ’ to a band of counterfe i ters, w h o we r e fl o o d i n g J a c k s o n
Co u n t y w i t h ‘ s pu r i o u s cu r r ency ’ b u t t h e cour t e x c l uded ev i dence t h a t H a l l
possessed b o t h t h e ‘ i n s t r umen t s f o r m a k i n g coun te r f e i t c o i n ’ a n d ‘ a q u a n t i t y
o f t h e spur ious co in ’ i t se l f .
The i r counse l a rgued t h e S l i c k s ‘ had done much good, ’ w e r e me n o f t h e bes t
cha r a c t e r a n d k nown discret ion. ’ S i x of t hose imp l i ca ted we r e acqui t ted !
J ame s Russell,Wi l l i am Thornton, Caleb and John Hudson, S tephen Carter,
a n d J o h n M. Bruce . Te n we r e found gu i l t y of trespass assau l t a n d ba t t e r y
upon Hal l and assessed damages of $100.00 plus cour t costs of $216.34 !
J o h n Cowart; Dan ie l Martin; Pe te r Keener; J ames Carter; John, Charles, a n d
Geo rge Just ice; Francis Cloud; E dwa r d Rorex; a n d F ie l d i ng Rector.”
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WHO W A S CAPTAIN SLICK, a r b i t e r of Ear l y A labama Morals?

M r. J a m e s Bragg wrote :
“ O n October 4 , 1831, t h e c a s e of J o h n Berry v s . J a m e s La tham w a s
transferred f rom Jackson to Madison County. J u s t i c e of t h e Peace L a t h a m
hadfailed to ‘ re turn ’ a recognizance, or b a i l bond, to t h e J a c k s o n Ci rcu i t
Court, a n d he w a s t r i e d f o r h i s neg l i gence in Oc tober 1830, b u t w a s
a c q u i t t e d . A s a s ta te wi tness a t Latham’s t r ia l , John Ber ry t e s t i fi e d t h a t
La tham h a d execu ted t h e bond at h i s o w n house. Latham contended i t had
been at ‘ t h e house of one Barbary Latham, t w o a n d a halfmiles’ f rom h i s o w n
res idence. Soon a f t e r t h e t r ia l , du r ing a conversat ion w i t h Ber ry and a
ce r ta i n Ball , i n October 1830, La tham t o l d B a l l t h a t Be r r y h a d tes t i fied
fa lse ly. La tham t h e n tu rned to B e r r y a n d said, “You. . . swore a l i e in t h e c a s e
of t h e state a g a i n s t m y s e l f . ” Ber ry ’s attorney, CHARLES LEWIS,
immediately fi l e d s u i t a g a i n s t L a t h a m f o r slander, reques t ing $3,000.”

M r . B ragg fu r the r reco rded :
“ I n h i s p e t i t i o n f o r change o f venue, L a t h a m a d m i t t e d h e h a d h imse l f been ‘ s o
unfor tunate as to f a l l u n d e r t h e l a w of a company of m e n k n o w n as ‘ C a p t a i n
S l ick ’s Company’ a n d had once been whlpped by them. He (Latham)
understood t h a t Ber ry a n d h i s attorney were e i ther S l i cks or ‘very fr iendly’ to
them. Lewis had made ‘h is brags’ t h a t he wou ld ‘ p u t Sl icks on t h e Jury ’ a n d
‘ruin’ Latham.

T h e c a s e of J o h n Ber r y v s . James Latham wen t to t r i a l in Madison’s c i r c u i t
cou r t on November 3, 1831. T h e j u r y awarded Ber r y $ 5 0 0 damages, b u t t h e
t r i a l afforded l i t t l e drama. Berry offe red in ev idence depos i t ions of h i s
fo rmer ne ighbors in Frankl in Coun ty, Tennessee, t h a t h i s genera l cha rac te r
had been ‘unquest ionable as i t (respected) t r u th a n d honesty. ’ Latham’s
wi tnesses p r o v e d t h a t Barbary Latham’s house,,and not h i s own, h a d been
t h e p lace o f execu t i on o f t h e b o n d respons ib le f o r t h e who le squabb le . He
d i d n o t d e n y hav ing a c c u s e d Ber ry o f pe r ju ry. La tham’s at torney appea led
t h e C i r c u i t Cou r t j u d g m e n t t o t h e A labama Supreme Court, b u t that body
a f fi r m e d t h e l o w e r c o u r t ’ s r u l i n g ( J u n e term, 1834). La tham’s fa i lu re ‘ t o
b r id le h i s t ongue ’ c o s t h i m $803.74, bes ides h i s a t to rney fees a n d y e a r s
s p e n t i n l i t i g a t i o n . ”

FINAL NOTE: By 1833, Char les L e w i s had m o v e d to Barbour Coun ty,
Alabama, w h e r e he s e r v e d as Jus t i ce of t h e Peace a n d County
Commissioner. Char les Lew is d i e d In 1845. H i s hei rs included: A l l en T.
Lewis; S t e p h e n Lewis; M a r y A n n Lew is Smith; Roda L e w i s Jackson; Susan
L e w i s Cal loway; a n d t h e m i n o r ch i ld ren of h i s deceased son J o h n Lewis,
J o h n a n d Vi rg in ia Lewis w h o were l i v ing in Jackson County, Alabama.
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RENEWMEMBERSHIPJANUARY I

MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW OR RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES ! $10.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100.00

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS ARE WELCOMED

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
P. 0. BOX 1494
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494
Please provide:
NAME

STATE ZIP
NEW RENEWAL

The membership year begins January 1. Any dues received before October 1 will
be for the current year. Dues received after October 1 will accrue to the following
year. Members receive the JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES quarterly in
January, April, July, and October. _

J.C.H.A. BOOK FOR SALE
The Jackson County'Historical Association has republished THE HISTORYOF
JACKSONCOUNTY, ALABAMA by John R. Kennamer, Sr., 1935 edition. The
price of the book is $20.00. If mailing is required, please add $3.00 for each book
order. Allow ten (10) days for processing. Please complete the following order
blank and mail to:

HISTORY BOOK
P.O. BOX 1494
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494

NAME STREET
CITY STATE ZIP TELEPHONE



JACKSON COUNTY
CHRONICLES

V0l0ME13. NUMBER3 ISSll-l071-2340 um 2001

lllllll80ll000““ lllSl0lll0lllASSO0Ill'll0llWlllMEET8000“.W“ 22,2001.2:30
”m . atTHEAMBER "0055103Mlll'l’lEI'lllcl.STEVENS“,lllllBAMll. A f t e r
c ross i ng t h e ra i l road in down town Stevenson, tu rn r i g h t
a n d go to t h e stop s i gn at t h e v iaduct . The Ambe r House
w i l l b e i n f r o n t o f y o u t o t h e l e f t w i t h a s i g n i n t h e ya r d .

J CHA ANNUAL DUES f o r 2001 w e r e d u e on Janua ry 1 . LIFE
MEMBERS and MEMBERS WHO HAVE PAID 2001 DUES whose names
d i d n o t appea r in t h e Ap r i l CHRONICLES w i l l be found here in . If y o u r
name is miss ing , PLEASE ma i l y o u r check inthe amount o f $10 .00 payable
to Jackson County Historical Association to J.C.H.A. Treasurer, P. O. Box 1494, Scottsboro, AL
35768-1494 m a g n u m
Program Vi ce President Pa t t y Woodall and Amber House Owner Sarah
Gamb l e i n v i t e y o u t o en joy o u r gues t s p ea ke r a nd a t o u r o f t h e Ambe r
House . Ce l ia Walker, a great-granddaughter of Jesse Z. Schu l t z w h o
h a d t h e house bu i l t be fo re 1920, w i l l s peak about t h e l i f e a nd fami l y o f
Jesse Schu l t z a n d d isp lay some i t ems t h e fam i l y possessed as she
t a l k s abou t t h e ea r l y h i s t o r y o f t h e house. I n 2000, Sa rah Gamble
p u r c h a s e d t h e house a n d began e x t e n s i v e renova t i ons . I n 1999, a
t r a g i c acc i den t t o o k t h e l i f e o f Sa rah ’s g r anddaugh t e r, Ambe r . Thus ,
t h e n ame of t h e house. . . .The Ambe r House is S tevenson ’s fi r s t a n d
on l y B e d a n d Breakfast . T h e o r i g i na l w a l l s h a d been pa i n t e d a n d
co v e r e d w i t h o n l y o n e l a y e r o f w a l l p a pe r a t a l a t e r t ime . T he
wa l l p ape r w a s removed, a n d t h e w a l l s we r e r epa i n t ed i n a pa t t e r n
s im i l a r t o t h e o r i g i na l . On t h e fi r s t fl o o r i s a l ad i es a n d g e n t s p a r l o r
a c r o s s a w i d e ha l lway f r om e a c h o t h e r as w e l l as t h e d in ing room,
k i tchen, a nd butler ’s pan t r y. There a r e fou r bedroomsan d ba ths on
t h e second floo r whe r e t h e Ambe r Room is deco ra ted in Amber ’s
f a vo r i t e color. . . .bubble g u m p i n k .
Come j o i n t h e tour a n d expe r i e n ce a t o u c h o f Southern e l egance !



JCHA LIFE MEMBERSHIPS (Addendum to Apr i l 2001 L is t )

A r leca Green (1999)
2 5 1 Cranbrook Dr ive
N e w Market, AL 35761-9535 ,

Virginia Hayes (2000)
B o x 6 2 4
Minco, OK 73059

Drenda K i n g (2000)
414 S . S c o t t S t r e e t
Scottsboro, AL 35768

Sue McLaughl in (2001)
6646 Steep lechase Dr ive .
Huntsville, AL 35806-2058

Ly n n Presley (2001)
P. O. B o x 4823
Huntsville, AL 35815

Charles McLaughlin (2000)
403 Crook Avenue
Henderson, TN 38340

Kathleen Grams-Gibbs( 1999)
7 11 W. D i k e S t r e e t
Glendora, CA 91740

Jean Arnd t (1999)
1906 Melbourne Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35801

E. Paul Walsh (2000)
225 S. KY St - A p t 16
K ings ton , Tn 37763

Cheryi Davis (2000)
: i .1401 36th Avenue, SE
1. Norman, OK 73026-4729

V ciwaijie Johnson .(2001)
' 133 East Laurel S t r e e t
Scottsboro, AL 35768

KUDOS T0 CATHERINE
CAMERON, GUNTERSVILLE,
AND ELIZABETH DICUS AND
ELIZABETH BEARD 0F
SCOTTSBORO f o r
contr ibut ing to t h e
SCOTTSBORO DEPOT
RESTORATION FUND!

Chairman J o h n F. Nee ly a n d
h i s restorat ion commi t tee
a r e work ing hard to p reserve
t h i s historic J a c k s o n County
landmark. T h e d e p o t w a s
bu i l t 1860-1861 and is o n e of
f e w remain ing pre-Civ i l War
d e p o t s in Alabama,
acco rd i ng to t h e A labama
Historical commission. The
depot , l o c a t e d o n t h e c o r n e r
o r North Hous ton a n d Maple
Avenue, w a s added to t h e
National Reg is te r of His to r ic
Places by t h e U. S. Dept . o f
In te r io r in 1998 ( th rough t h e
efforts of Dr. David Campbel l
a n d John F. Neely. )

CAN: YOUHELP?



J C H A REGULAR MEMBERSHIPS
(Addendum to L i s t p u b l i s h e d April 2001)

‘ ~WALTER F. PROCTORANN W. McNUTT "
394 Hunnicut Mountain Road
Marion, NC 28752

STANLEY S. JONES
53 I v y Chase NE
Atlanta, GA 30342-4500

WALTER A RUSSELL
433 S. Highway 22 A
Panama C i t y, FL 32404-6610

JAMES HODGES v
5649 O l d Leeds Road
Birmingham, AL 35210

LEWIS w. PAGE v
P. 0 . B o x 284 '
Scottsboro, AL 35768-0284

FLOYD HAMBRICK, JR
P. O. B o x :128
Scottsboro, AL 35768 ~6HHS“

BERNIE/MARTHA ARNOLD
810 Veterans Drive I
Scottsboro, AL 35768-2804

MRS. ELIZABETH COLLINS
208 K i rby Street
Scottsboro, AL 35768

MRS. SUE F. HOLLIS
902 Panorama Drive
Scottsboro, AL 35758

)0

J

b

- VFRED{SHELTON
1980 Co RD 30

“ "STEPHEN M. KENNAMER

724 3.7 S c o t t S t r e e t
I ‘ Scottsboro, AL 35768-2639

Scottsboro, AL35768

P.‘O.-Box 5
Scottsboro, AL 35768-0005

A. J. 8; JOYCE KENNAMER
507 K y l e S t ree t
Scottsboro, AL 35768-2037

RAYMOND LATHAM l
1501Wynn Road
Scottsboro, AL 35769

ELIZABETH TRAYLOR
102 Wil lowchase Drive
Scottsboro, AL 35769-6234

'0
DAVID _&CAROL CAMPBELL

5 1 9Co f fee town Road
Langston, AL 35755

WILLIAM D. PA G E
212 Winga te Avenue, SW
Huntsville, AL 35801-3312

JERDA HOLDER STEVENS "
7114} Highway 72 West
Huntsville,AL 35806



JCHA REGULAR MEMBERSHIPS
(Addendum to L i s t pub l i shed Apr i l 2001)

ROBERT L. MEEK ( t w o years) 0
333 3 . P l y m o u t h Rd, N W
Huntsville, AL 35811-1352

JACK REED ‘3
3613 Lakewood D r. NW
Huntsville, AL 35811-1101

DR. J O H N GAYLE o
. 124 River Park B lvd .
Titusville, FL 32780-8129

MARTHA BARTON W
5838 co RD 200 !
Florence, AL 35633-4227

cARoLYN K. TAMBLYN ‘
706 Hol lon Avenue
Auburn, AL 36830

BONNIE c. LeBLANc ‘
2331 N. Amelia Avenue
Gonzales, LA 70737-2310

MARVIN SOLOMON
23750 N Cold Spr ings Rd
Paron, AR 72122-9302

JAMES VERETT
2413 Rosewood Lane
Edmond, OK 73013-7620

SYBIL BISHOP HINMAN “3
415 Winchester Road, NE
Huntsville, AL 35811-1031

K AY L. GUNN
6214 Preston Road _ 3
Dallas, TX 75205 ‘/ '

PATRICIA s. FINNELL a
6 6 0 S. A l ton Wa y A p t 7D
Denver, co 80231, #9’75

JOHN G. BOYDSTON a
3428 Vis ta De l S u r NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120-1561

LORETTA J. FOWLER "
3191 H i l l Rose Dr ive
L o s Alamitos, CA 90720-5223

BEN R. FRANKS 0
33191 Se Knol l Drive
Dana Point, CA 92629-1136

ROY D. JOHNSTON 6
18517 US Hway 72
Scottsboro, AL 35768

JOHN F. & HELEN NEELY 3" !
P. O . B o x 742
soottsboro, AL 35768

JANIS TALLEY MIOALIZZI
55 Elmtree Lane

’ Levittown, NY 1 1 756-1 51 3



J C H A REGULAR MEMBERSHIPS
‘ (Addendum to L i s t pub l ished Apr i l 2001) ‘

6CHARLES H. LOYD
361 CO RD 287
Stevenson, AL 35772-9769

ELMER WINN
665 Highland Park Drive
B a t o n Rouge, LA 70808

BILLIE HAMMER
P. O. Box 52
Scottsboro,AL 35768

JAMES W. TURNER
18 Sherwood Dr ive
Scottsboro, AL 35769

MRJMRS. E.L. LAMBERTH
165 Bel lefonte Circ le
Scottsboro, AL 35769

JANE RHODES
1240 Rhodes Lane
Huron, TN 38345

BEN C. MORROW
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LOCATION OF BOLIVAR IN JACKSON COUNTY, AL
by Pa t t yWoodal l

Through t he years there has been controVersy about the
locat ion of Bol ivar. I t h a s been cla imed to be nea r North

VJackson Hospi ta l a n d to be neartheS team Plant a n d perhaps
o the r p laces . Actual ly, the re we re two Bolivars. Fo r the
purpose of t h i s article, t h e or ig ina l w i l l be ca l led O ld Bolivar a n d
t h e l a t e r ca l l ed N e w Bol ivar.
O ld Bol ivar w a s located on t h e no r t h s ide of t h e NC&StL ( l a t e r
L & N a n d n o w CSX) ra i l road t r a cks in t h e Edgefie ld area
no r theas t of Stevenson. Th is c a n be p ro ven as fol lows:
0 ln Wi l l i am Henderson Shoemake’s Pe t i t i on f o r P e r Ca'pita
da t ed December 1, 1853 (Fl-IL fi lm #1,018,415) is stated,
“ . . .where J ohn B inge (s ic ) t o o k h i s reservation, n o w ca l l e d
Bol ivar. ” T he Shoemakes l i ved on the Shoemake Reservation
in Crow Creek Val ley and had first-hand knowledge abou t t h e
locat ion of John Benge’s reservat ion and of Bol ivar.
o The 1838 Latourette Map shows Bolivar on John Benge’s
reservat ion tha t w a s a lso on t h e o l d stage road f rom Bellefonte
to Jasper, Tennessee.
0 An 1863 map of Stevenson a n d v ic in i t y shows Bol ivar on t h e
nor th s ide of the railroad in t he vic in i ty of John Benge’s
reservat ion. (The reservat ion w a s no t shown on th i s map. )
John Benge ’s reserva t ion w a s m o s t l y 'In Sec t i on 5 , Township 2,
Range 8 East . Benges C reek r un s th rough t h e reservation.
The wes t side. is bounded by t h e o l d M t . Ca rme l Road that r u n s
by t h e Carg i le Cemetery; t h e n o r t h s i d e is on t h e r o a d in f r o n t of
Edgefie ld Un ion Church; t h e eas t s i d e is eas t o f Coun ty Road 75
a n d touches or c rosses t h e ra i l road at the-southeast c o m e r of
t h e reservation; t h e sou t h is h a r d to descr ibe s i n ce no r oad
goes whe r e t h e l i n e was . Brown’s Spring is in or n e a r t h e
middle of t h e reservat ion. Bol ivar might have been located
nea r t h e spr ing. A spr ing w a s usual ly loca ted nea r the 'center
of t h e reservation because t h a t is whe re t h e reservee
Iived...nearwater. Wa te r wou l d a l s o have been a pre-requis i te
f o r t h e development of a n y v i l l age or town. 6



LOCATION or BOL IVAR IN JACKSON couNTY' (Continued)

I n 1821, Doyal ’s M i l l w a s a vo t i n g p r e c i n c t i n Jackson county,
Alabama. Hardy Doya l w h o d i ed in Jackson County'In 1834 '
owned Doyal’s Mi l l . A pos t o f fi c e w a s c r e a t e d "I n 1823 ca l l e d
Doyal ’s Mi l l . T h e n ame of t h e pos t o ffice w a s changed on .
Sep t embe r 28,1833 t o Bo l i va r. T h e ear l ies t m a p (known by the
author) showing t h e location of Bo l ivar "Is dated 1835. g
' The ear l ies t postmaster of r e co r d was (Dr.) LemuelGilliamwho
wa s appo in ted on December 25,1829. Bo l ivar Pos t Officew a s
discontinued on Ap r i l 18, 1855,w i t h t h e ma i l go ing to
Stevenson. However, t h e post o f fi ce w a s re-established-on
June 8, 1855,with John E.'Wallaceas t h e postmaster. Then i
t h e pos t o f fi ce w a s discont inued on Ap r i l 25, 1859, w i th - t he mail
going'to Stevenson. '
On t h e 1850 Jackson Coun ty c en su s these merchan ts we r e
listedat O l d Bol ivar : Wi l l iam M. K ing , Johnand James
Augenbaugh, John A. Swann, and Thomas El i McMahan. John
Montgomery a n d Wi l l iam Freemanwe r e blacksmi ths . Wil l iam S.
A l l en w a s a tailor. Joseph Barrierwa s a mi l l e r. John
M'cMahan (brother to El i ) was a grocer. Thomas Morris Was a
stonemason. John Shir leyw a s a schoolteacher. John
Augenbaughw a s t h e postmaster. There w e r e f o u r phySicians
l i v i n g 'In t h e vicinity: Dr.William Mason, Dr. George Y. Lemon,
Dr.Wi l l iam Edminson,andDr.H u g hPogue.
The bui ld ing of t h e ra i l road in 1852-1853 caused t h e demise of
Old Bol i va r. Asa resu l t of t h e junction of t h e two railroads, the
town of Stevenson sp rang u p . O l d Bolivarw a s n o t on the
ra i l road and cou ld no t compete with Stevenson . Probably
someof the merchants/store owne rs in O l d Bol ivar moved the i r
businesses to Stevenson. Wi l l i am M. K i n g moved to Missouri.
Wi th t h e bui ld ing'of t h e railroad, a t r a i n s top w a s ma d e called
Bol ivar. The author does not k n o w i f t h i s happened w h e n t h e
railroad w a s builtvor later"on. However, by 1873 a Nc&S t L
Rai l road Time Tab l e stated Bolivarw a s five m i l e s from
Stevenson . Th i s was N e w Bolivar a n d w a s l oca ted in t h e
v ic in i t y o f No r th Jackson jHosp i ta l a n d nearWidow’s Creek .
» - = -- 7 ‘ - .



LOCATION OF BOLIVAR IN JACKSON COUNTY (Continued)

On Ma rch 12, 1880, a p o s t o f fi c e w a s o p e n e d a t Widow ’s “v
(Widow’s Creek) w i t h Thomas Go ls ton as pos tmas t e r. The name
of t h e p o s t o f fi ce w a s changed to Bol ivar on March 4 , 1890. On
.Ju ly 12, 1904 t h e p o s t o f fi c e w a s discontinued a n d t h e m a i l
p a s s e d to Stevenson.
James R. Graham, Dav id B. Waldrop, a n d J o e Delzel l w e r e o t h e r
p o s tma s t e r s f r om 1890 un t i l t h e c los ing o f t h e p o s t o f fice i n
1904. There w a s probably a store located at N ew Bol ivar t h a t
housed t h e p o s t o f fice . D id an y o f t h e above pos tmas te r s have
a s to re the re? Doe san yonek n o w i f a s t o r e w a s l o c a t e d t h e r e ?
If so , p l e a s e a d v i s e P a t t y Woodall, 2 0 6 Har r i s Avenue,
Stevenson, AL 35772, (256 ) 437-9451, or e m a i l :
pa t t ywoo@be l l sou t h . ‘ ne t .

SOURCES n o t men t i o ned above :
0 THE STEVENSON STORY, by El iza B. Woodal l
9 JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES, “Jackson County, Alabama Orphans
Cour t Records, 1820-1830” abs t rac ted by Ann B. Chambless, January 1990.
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BELLEFONTE LAND OFFICE in 1830
by A n n B. Chamb less

Recent ly discovered reco rds f r om t h e U. S. Leg is la t i ve Branch
have opened n e w w indows f o r exp lo r ing t h e fi r s t pub l i c land
sa les in Jackson County, Alabama. Heretofore, it w a s a s s umed
t h a t J a c k son County ’s ea r l i es t l a n d sa les w e r e conduc ted in
Huntsv i l l e . However, recen t r esea r ch v i a t h e in te rne t h a s
p r o v e d t h i s assumpt ion w r ong .
H.R. B i l l 28 estab l ished a Bel le fonte Land Office in 1830.
M r. C lemen t C. C lay ( o f Huntsville, AL ) t o o k t h e fi r s t s tep on
December 17, 1829, w h e n he ma d e t h i s mo t i o n in t h e U. S.
Hou s e o f Rep resen ta t i ves :

“Resolved t h a t t h e Commi t tee on p u b l i c L a n d s be i n s t r u c t ed
to i nqu i r e i n t o t h e e x p e d i e n c e o f es tab l i sh i ng a l a n d o f fi c e i n
t h e t o w n of Bel lefonte, in J a c k s o n Coun ty, Alabama, f o r t h e s a l e
o f a l l l a n d s s i t u a t e d i n s a i d c o u n t y. ”
On December23, 1829, Mr. Clay repor ted t h e fol lowing Bill H.R.
28 :

“ B e i t e nac t ed by t h e Senate and House of Representa t ives
of t h e Un i ted S ta tes of Amer ica in Congress assembled, That,
f o r t h e sa l e o f t h e unappropr ia ted lands in t h e sa i d County o f
Jackson, in t h e S t a t e of Alabama, the re sha l l be, a n d is hereby,
established, a Land Office, at t h e t own of Bellefonte, in sa i d
county. A n d be it f u r t he r enacted, t h a t the re sha l l be a
Reg i s t e r a n d Rece i ve r o f Pub l ic Moneys appo i n t ed to s a i d L a n d
Office, t o s u p e r i n t e n d t h e s a l e o f t h e p u b l i c l a n d s i n s a i d
coun t y, w h o sha l l r e s i de in t h e t own of Bel lefonte. . . . ”
H.R. 28 s e t t h e Reg is te r ’s sa la ry a t $250.00 p e r annum a n d
spe c i fi e d t h a t t h e appo in tee shou ld res ide in Bel lefonte. T h e
b i l l a l so s t a t ed t h e Land O ffice “ sha l l c on t i nue a t t h e s a i d t o w n
of Be l le fon te t h r ee years , a n d no longe r, f r om a n d a f t e r t h e fi r s t
sa l e of pub l i c lands in sa i d county. . . . ” A f t e r t h e t h r ee y e a r
per iod , t h e Be l le fon te Reg is te r a n d Rece ive r w a s d i r e c t ed to
t r ans f e r o v e r t o t h e Reg is te r a n d Receiver o f Pub l ic Moneys, a t
t h e Huntsvi l le Land Office a l l t h e books/ r eco rds a n d thereaf ter
l a nd s o l d in Jackson Coun ty w a s to be s o l d in Hun tsv i l l e .



BELLEFONTE LAND OFFICE IN 1830 (Cont inued)

- At t h i s t ime, no abso lu te p r o o f h a s been found, b u t a
p reponde rance of circumstant ial evidence po i n t s to Jacob
Tipton Bradford’s appo in tmen t as t h e Reg is te r a n d Receiver o f
the. Bellefonte Land Office in 1830. Jacob T. Bradford resided
in Bellefonte at the t ime of the .1830 census.
Jacob Tip ton Bradford married Louisiana Taul, daughter of
A t to rney Micah Ta u l w h o h a d moved h i s fam i l y f rom Wayne
Coun ty, Ken tucky, to Winchester, Tennessee, in 1826. Micah
Tau l h a d r e p r e s e n t e d a Kentucky d is t r i c t i n t h e U.S. Congress .
He w a s a c l o se p e r s o n a l f r i end a n d co l l eague o f Henry C lay o f
Ken tucky (Speake r o f the House.) M i c a h Ta u l w o u l d ce r t a i n l y
have had enough po l i t i ca l c l ou t to secure t h i s Bellefonte
“po l i t i ca l p l um” fo r his n e w son-in! law.
' Jacob Tip ton Bradford had another strong family a l ly in Jackson
Coun ty, Alabama. His s is te r wa s Sarah (Bradford) Roach, t h e

Secondfinrwife of t h e Reverend Char les Lew is Roach (an ear l y se t t l e r
a n d wea l t h y Jackson Coun ty landowner.) T h e son of Benjamin
and Mary (McFarland) Bradford, Jacob Tip ton Bradford wa s born
February 25, 1807, in Fauquier County, Virg in ia and wa s named
in honor of'Capt. Jacob Tip ton w h o had marr ied Benjamin
Bradford’s sister Mary ci rca 1788.
About the t ime the Bellefonte Land Office was to be closed,
Jacob T. Bradford w a s appointed to be Register of t he distr ict of
l ands sub jec t to sa l e at Monteval lo (Page 405, Senate
Execut ive Jou rna l d a t e d J u n e 14, 1834. )
F ou r y e a r s la te r, Ma r t i n V a n Bu r e n nom i n a t e d J a c ob T. B r a d f o r d
to be Reg i s t e r of t h e Mardisv i l le L a nd Office (Page 117, Sena te
Execut ive Journal, da ted June 5, 1838.)
Four years later, Jacob T. Bradford w a s appo in ted to serve as
Register of t h e Lebanon Land Office (DeKalb County, AL) (Page
103, Senate Executive Journal, dated July 11, 1842.)
On December 29, 1845, t he U.S. Senate appointed Hugh P.
Caper ton as Register o f t h e Lebanon Land Office and removed
Jacob T. Bradford (Page20,Senate Executive Journal da ted
December 1845). An 1843 Jackson CO, AL deed reco rded Jacob
T. Bradford as a business par tner of John R. Coffey.

10



BELLEFONTE LAND OFFICEIN 1830 (Continued)

O n November 16, 1831, J a c o b 1'. Bradford p u r c h a s e d t h e
southeast pa r t (148.28acres) of Sect ion 33 in Township 4,
Range 6 East . Th is l and j o i ned t h e wes t s i de o f t h e McNary
Reservation.

WHO WERE SOME OF THE FIRST TO PURCHASE LAND AT THE
BELLEFONTE LAND OFFICE IN JACKSON COUNTY IN 1830?

A check o f Marga re t Cowar t ’s OLD LAND RECORDS OF
JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA ( t a ken f r om t h e Government
L a n d Tr a c t Book) s h ows o n e pu r c h a s e o n J u n e 25, 1830, t o
P e t e r McClanahan: 81.51 a c r e s in t h e Wes t 1 /2 of t h e SE 1/4
a n d 81.51 ac res i n t h e Eas t 1 /2 o f t h e SW 1/4 i n Sec t i on 5 ,
Townsh ip 3 , Range 6 Ea s t u n d e r Ce r t i fi ca te No s . 2189 8 . 2190 .

On June 26, 1830, John M. Moore pu r chased 160.25 ac res i n
t h e SW 1/4 of Sec t ion 7, Townsh ip 4, Range 3 East, Cert ificate
No . 2195.

The fo l lowing pu rchases we r e made on June 28, 1830:
1. Catherine Babb purchased 160.5 acres (SW 1/4 of Sec t ion 4,
Township 5, Range 3 East) Cer t ificate No . 2196
2 . John Redman pu r chased 80.435 acres (West 1/2 o f SW 1/4 o f
Sect ion 8, Townsh ip 4, Range 3 East ) Cer t ifica te No . 2199.
3 . J o h n L e w i s p u r c h a s e d 79 .09 a c r e s (Eas t 1/2 o f NE 1 4 Se c t i o n
32, Tow n s h i p 3 , R a n g e 3 Eas t ) Ce r t i fi ca t e N o . 2209
4 . J o e l D . L e w i s p u r c h a s e d 78 .75 a c r e s (Wes t 1 /2 o f NW 1 4
Sec t i on 33, Townsh ip 3, Range 3 East ) Cer t ifica te 2211
5 . Henry Lew i s pu r chased 159.78 ac res (SW 1/4 o f Sec t i on 28,
Townsh ip 3 , Range 3 East ) Cer t i fica te No . 2222.
On J u n e 29, 1830, Jos i ah Maples pu r chased 80.72 ac res (E1/2 o f
NE1/4 of Sec t i on 2, T5, Range 3 East ) Cer t ifica te No . 2259
a n d Moses Ma p l e s p u r c h a s e d 80.72 a c r e s (Wes t 1 /2 o f NE 1/4 o f
Sec t i on 2 , Townsh ip 3 , Range 3 East ) Cer t i fica te No . 2260.
June 30, 1830, Jacob Ta l l e y pu r chased 80.01 ac r es i n Sec t i on
27, Township 1, Range 7 East . Cert ificate Nos. 2309 a n d 2310.

AND THE L IST GOES ON AND ON AND ON!
11



INTERESTING TIDBITS FROM THE U.S . CONGRESSIONAL DOCUMENTS AND
DEBATES, 1774-1873, CONCERNING JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA CITIZENS 3/

researched a n d c omp i l e d by Ann B. Chambless

On mot ion of Mr. Moore of Alabama, Resolved t ha t t h e Committee on t h e Post
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire i n t o t h e propr iety of
estab l ish ing a p o s t r ou t e f r om Bel lefonte in Jackson County, Alabama, by t h e
w a y of Gunter ’s Landing, to Blountsv i l le (AL.)
Reference: Page 201, H.R. Journal, da ted Feb 2, 1824.

M r. Moore o f Alabama p r e s e n t e d a p e t i t i o n o f Ha rdy Doya l a n d Geo rge
Cape r t o n o f t h e S t a t e o f A labama p r a y i n g f o r t h e r i g h t o f p r e - emp t i o n i n t h e
p u r c h a s e o f a t r a c t o f p u b l i c land, o n w h i c h t h e y h a v e e r e c t e d a m i l l .
Ordered t h a t t h e s a i d r eso l u t i on a n d p e t i t i o n be re fe r red t o t h e Commit tee on
t h e Pub l i c Lands.
Reference: Page 216, H.R. Journal, da t ed Feb 9, 1824.

On mo t i on of M r . Chapman, Resolved, T ha t t h e Commit tee on t h e P o s t O f fi c e
a n d Pos t Roads be ins t ruc ted to i n q u i r e i n t o t h e exped iency o f es tab l i sh ing a
ma i l rou te f rom Winchester (TN) pass ing t h e sett lements on C row Creek a nd
Coon Creek, to Bolivar, in Jackson County, in t he Sta te of Alabama; also, a
route f rom Bolivar, to Rawlin(g)sville, in (DeKalb CO) Alabama.
Reference: Page 735, H.R. Journal, da ted Apr i l 9, 1838.

The undermentioned pe t i t i on and memorials'here p resen ted were aga in
p r e s en t e d and refer red t o t h e Committee on Public Lands. The p e t i t i o n o f :
ISAAC WELBORN p r e s e n t e d Ma y 26, 1834
JAMES A . WILLIAMS p r e s en t e d Dec 12, 1836
JOEL CHANDLER p r e s en t e d Ap r i l 28, 1834
ABRAHAM WOODALL p r e s en t e d J a n 16,‘ 1836
WILLIAM WALKER p re sen t e d Dec 30, 1834
Reference: P a g e 87, U .S . House Journa l , d a t e d Decembe r 14 , 1837 .

M r . ( C l emen t C.) C l a y p r e s e n t e d t h e f o l l ow i n g p e t i t i o n s o n D e c 17, 1829 :
1 . Pe t i t i on o f CAPTAIN JOHN WOOD, a Cherokee Indian, p ray ing t h a t t h e
l and secu red to h im, du r ing l i f e , by t rea ty w i t h t h e Cherokee t r i b e o f Indians,
m a y be g r a n t e d to h im in f e e (s imple.)
2 . Pet i t ion o f G i l es McAnuI ty a n d Alice, h i s w i fe , pray ing t o b e p e rm i t t e d t o
d ispose of t he i r r i g h t to land, secu red to t hem dur ing l i fe , by t reaty between
the U.S. and the Cherokee Indians.
Reference: Page 60, U.S . Senate Journa l da ted Dec 17, 1829.

On J a n 28, 1841, Mr. C lay p resen ted t h e pe t i t i on o f a number o f t h e
cit izens of Jackson County, Alabama, pray ing t h e enactment of a bankrupt
l aw. Reference: Page 922, U.S. Senate Journal da ted J a n 28, 1841.

12
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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION WILL MEET

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 200.I ,2:00 PM, SCOTTSBORO MEMPHIS &
CHARLESTON FREIGHT DEPOT,corner Maple and Houston Streets.
Program Vice President Patty Woodall and the jCHA Scottsboro Depot Restora!
tion Committee invite members and the public to enjoy a tour of the restoration in
progress at the I860$ vintage depot in Scottsboro. MAKE YOUR PLANS TO
ATTEND. Committee Chairman JOHN F. NEELY WILL POINT OUT THE
SPOT WHERE CIVIL WAR CANNON BALLS DAMAGED THE DEPOT IN I865.

VOLUME l3, NUMBER4

Chairs will be available for the seated part of the agenda.

OCTOBER 200|

Patty Woodall and Sarah Gamble will serve light refreshments in keeping with the
time and place. The building still does n o t have a new heating/air conditioning sys!

tem, so dress appropriately for the day’s weather and wear comfortable shoes.

5.09.3;M E L E I Q W
.‘Ei3955395.!!!

m m .ELJHQHK‘
5129'z m w m ‘ n

PLEASE INCLUDE 9 DIGIT
ZIP CODE with your
membership renewal. IF
YOUR ADDRESS CHANGES,

K, please notify the JCHA to
assure continuity in mailings.

ANNUAL DUES: $|0.00 (dueJan I)
LIFE MEMBERSHIP: $ |00.00
Please mail your check to :
JCHA TREASURER
P. O. Box I494
Scottsboro. AL 35768

Jackson County Hislorical Association
Posl Office Box I494
Scottsboro, AL 35768



‘ NCESTOR SEARCHIN’ IN

JACKSON COUNTY, AL

GALLOWAY-PATTERSON
Wil l ie FayeWoolsey, 2631
Darw in St, Sacramento, CA
95821-5524, te lephone: 800 !
770-8972, wou l d l i k e to
co r r espond w i t h o t he r s w h o
a r e resea rch ing fam i l y o f
Thomas M.R. Ga l l oway w h o
mar r i ed Nancy M. Pa t te r son
on J a n 12, 1862, Jackson Co.
Also, So lomon Pa t te r son w h o
mar r i ed Lyd i a Ga l l oway on
Oc t 22, 1854.

HOLLAND-BEVIL (BEVELL )
Carr ie Hol land Garms, 106
McLean, Crockett, TX 75835,
emai l : ga rms@txucom.ne t ,
ls searching f o r i n f o on John
Alcaney Hol land w h o marr ied
El izabeth Bev i l . J ohn
A lcaney Ho l land w a s s o n o f
Wi l l iam G. Ho l l and w h o
ow n e d l a n d i n J a c k s o n and /o r
Marsha l l Coun t y, AL . S h e
a l s o needs i n f o on El izabeth’s
Bevi l /Bevel l f am i l y.

JOHN JOHNSON
Judy Johnson Erickson, 506
CR4590, Boyd , TX 76023,
emai l : JMJE36@aoI.com, is
sea r ch i ng f o r i n f o on J OHN
JOHNSON w h o c am e to NE

Alabama w i t h h i s bro thers
a n d h i s father, n ame
unknown (Judy ’s b r i c k wal l ) .
She suspects t h e 3 Johnson
me n rece i v i ng land pa ten t s
he re in t h e 1830s m a y be
brothers of J o h n Johnson.
J o h n Johnson a n d h i s w i fe ,
Lov ie Pullen, m i g r a t ed t o
Missour i by 1850. The i r
ch i l d ren we re :
SALLY w h o md a m a n i n NE
A L a n d d i d n o t g o t o M0 ;
CANADY w h o md Lod ic i a
Hank ins in 1832 in Morgan
Co, AL; ELIZABETH w h o md
So lomon Haws, s o n o f
Sampson Haws; WILLIAM ,
born 1823, md Obedience
Cla rk in 1845 in Dade Co, GA;
ELIZA ANN w h o rnd
Needham Lee Harr is in 1844
in DeKalb Co, AL; HARVEY
w h o 'md Jane (Scot t )
Musgrove in DeKalb Co, AL;
MATILDA JANE w h o md
J ame s S i l v e s t e r Nelson;
THOMAS MARION, b. 1 8 34 in
Jac k son Co, AL, md (1)
Vi rg in ia C r addoc k & (2 ) Ju l ia
Ann Clark; AARON FRANCIS,
b . 1839 in AL, md Alabeth
Woods.
JOHN JOHNSON ope ra ted
g r i s t mi l l (s) in NE Alabama.
Can y o u he l p J u d y iden t i f y h i s
pa r en t s ?



LOOKING BACK AT SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA
By Ann B. Chambless

Doyou know th i s Scottsboro landmark? I am a byproduct of a
revolutionary idea introduced in North Alabama in t h e ear ly
1850s. Only a sma l l g roup of peop le envisioned a need f o r my
existence. A l though I w a s no t t h e fi r s t of my k i n d in Jackson
County, I became Scot t ’s Mil l ’s fi r s t br ick building. When I w a s
bu i l t in 1860-1861, I h a d no electr ic i ty, no runn ing water, no
telephone or te legraph system, a n d on ly one man to dispense t h e
services I p rov ided . When I was less than a y ea r old, a g rea t
w a r elevated my impor tance in t h e communi ty, t h e state, a n d t h e
nat ion. Before t h a t w a r ended, men fough t in a rmed comba t to
con t ro l m y p r em i s e s . I was s ho t a t a n d abused i n o t h e r wa y s .

Despi te my w a r scars, my a g e a n d my pos t -wa r se r v i ce r e c o r d
p rove I am a surv ivor. In fac t , I never missed a day of w o r k f o r
132 years . I w a s p laced on t he National Register of Historic
Places on February 20, 1998. WHOAM I?

ANSWER: The Memphis and Charleston Scottsboro Freight
Depot located a t t h e junc t ion o f North Houston Street and Maple
Avenue ( the v i t a l center of Scottsboro’s fi rs t business district.)

To bet te r understand t h e impact of t h e Memphis a n d Charleston
Railroad, o n e mus t fi rs t l o o k at snapsho t s of t h i s a rea before t h e
“ironhorse” en te red i t s ma iden r a c e across Jackson County. The
Memphis a n d Charleston RailroadCompany (M&C) w a s chartered
through Alabama in 1850. By 1855, o n e cou l d t rave l by t r a i n
f r om Memphis, Tennessee, to Huntsville, Alabama. The nex t
spr ing t h e t r a c k w a s comp l e t ed i n t o Stevenson, AL, wh i c h
became t h e eastern terminus f o r t h e M&C. The M&C so ld s t o c k
to finance i t s tracks, a n d severa l men in Jackson County
pu rchased shares in t he company.

To celebrate t h e comple t ion o f t h e eastern sec t i on o f t h e tracks,
t h e M&C offered an excurs ion r i de f r om Huntsvil le to Stevenson
a n d return f o r a l l stockholders.



LOOKING BACK AT SCOTTSBORO by Ann B. Chambless (Cont.)

The 300 passengers m a d e t h e s i x t y m i l e t r i p in f o u r hours. A
newspaper r e p o r t e d noted:
“Stevenson is THE town of Jackson County. It is o n l y f ou r or
five y e a r s old, a n d already i t con ta ins a number o f very pre t ty
p r i va te residences, three hotels, a n d severa l l a rge wholesale a n d
re ta i l houses w h i c h a r e doing a thr iv ing business.” Al though 35
y e a r s o l d by 1856, Larkinsville w a s n o t ment ioned in t h i s
newspaper a r t i c l e even though it w a s Jackson County’s la rges t
town at t h a t t ime . In 1856, t h e M & C bu i l t a b r i ck f re igh t house
in Larkinsville a n d a w o o d e n f r e i g h t o ffice w i t h a t i c k e t w i n d o w
in Woodville.

In 1856 Scott ’s Mi l l w a s s t i l l in i t s infancy. With t h e M & C as t h e
ac t i ve midwife, Robert T. a n d Elizabeth A n n S c o t t g a v e b i r t h to
t h e i r n a m e s a k e i n 1854 o r 1855. Most l i ke ly S c o t t ’ s Mi l l w a s on ly
a M & C wate r s ta t i on u n t i l t h e Scottsboro b r i ck f re igh t house
(wh ich included a t i c k e t office) w a s c o m p l e t e d i n 1861.

The or ig ina l depot buildings at Woodville, Larkinsville, a n d
Bellefonte Stat ion ( la te r ca l led Hollywood), were a l l destroyed
during t h e Civ i l War, b u t t h e Scotttsboro depo t miraculously
survived. It w a s repa i red in 1866 a n d w a s remodeled in 1885,
according to M & C records. The 1895 M&C minutes recorded:
“ T h e Scottsboro Fre ight Depo t n e e d s r e p a i r s a n d pa in t ing . ”

F o r m a n y y e a r s t h e M & C f r e i g h t d e p o t defined Scottsboro’s c i t y
l im i ts : a t t h e t i m e of incorpora t ion in 1868, t h e c o r p o r a t e l im i t s
ex tended one-hal f mi le, in a l l directions, f r o m t h e f r e i g h t depo t .
Th is means t h e nor thern l i m i t w a s n e a r Pop la r Avenue, t h e
southern border w a s n e a r Col lege Avenue, t h e eastern e d g e w a s
K y l e Street, a n d t h e western border fe l l a long present-day Cedar
Hi l l Drive. The firs t business distr ict w a s located on ei ther s ide
of t h e rai l road t r a c k s (be tween present-day Mountain Street a n d
Broad Street.) C o w s somet imes r o a m e d t h e d i r t streets, a n d
strays w e r e t i e d to t h e rope w h i c h rang t h e town b e l l to
announce the i r errant ways . (Source: Elizabeth Snodgrass)



SCOTSBORO, ALABAMA 1850 !
1902 TIME LINE

1850 - Rober t T h o m a s &
Elizabeth A n n S c o t t w e r e
l i v ing i n v i c i n i t y o f present!
day Rober t T. S c o t t f am i l y
cemetery (near H w y 35
overpass o v e r H w y 72. )

1855 - S c o t t ’ s M i l l P o s t
O ffice establ ished ( J a m e s M.
Parks, son-in-Iaw of R.T.
Scot t , w a s fi r s t postmaster. )

1860-61 - M & C D e p o t b u i l t

1863 - Rober t T. S c o t t d ied

1865 - Civ i l Wa r sk i rmish at
M & C Depot in Scot t ’s M i l l

1868 - Sco t t sbo ro F i r s t
Bap t i s t Chu rch organized

1868 - F i r s t incorpora t ion o f
Sco t t sbo ro . (Th is a c t w a s
repea led , a n d a n o t h e r a c t
passed J a n u a r y 1869. )

1868 - El izabeth A n n S c o t t
a n d J o h n & Sarah Whi tfie ld
a l l donated l a n d to J a c k s o n
C o u n t y Commissioners on
condit ion Sco t t sbo ro w a s
se lec ted as f u t u r e coun ty
s e a t

1870 - F i r s t cour t h o u s e
bui ld ing in  Scot tsboro
c o m p l e t e d a t c o s t o f $37,000

1870-1871 - F i rs t bu i ld ing on
publ ic square ( b y M.P. B r o w n
& J o h n Parks, NW corner of
Marke t a n d Laure l Streets)

1 8 7 5 - C h a r l o t t e (Sco t t )
Ske l t on g a v e land f o r Ceda r
H i l l C e m e t e r y.

1881 - Sco t t sbo ro business
a rea conflagra t ion , n o r t h a n d
s o u t h o f M & C R R . M a n y
re loca ted  on  Pub l i c  Square .

1881 - THEALABAMA HERALD 3

Sunday Schools. “Frequently
be l ls r i n g s imul taneous ly
w h i c h g i ves t h e p l a c e a
met ropo l i t an appearance.”

1883 - THE SCOTTSBORO CITIZEN

“Sco t t sbo ro needs a fi r s t
c l a s s school , an ar tes ian w e l l
on t h e squa re , c i t y ha l l , t i n
s h o p , ta i lo r, m o r e m o n e y. ”

1 8 8 9 " “ M o r e b u i l d i n g g o i n g o n
t h a n any t i m e in i t s h i s to r y ”

1897 " 2 w e l l s d u g on square

1902 " THE scorrssono CITIZEN d a t e d
DECEMBER 4, 1902

F i r s t Monday b e g a n D e c 1902



Villages in Jackson Coun
Population

?
33
30
150
?
83
200
100
?
80
100
50
50
60
40
40
36
75
100
100
60
75
?
50
50
300
?
46
90

~300
200

50
50
60
50
25
25
100

56
800
300
50
25

78
50
600

Village
ty in 1880and populations at that time:

+ Alto (on CrowMountain) Key: + indicates PostOffice
Barnett’s Factory x indicates ExpressOffice+ Bass Station (N of Stevenson) * community still exists

+Bellefonte
+ Berry’s Store (W of LibeltyCemetery)
+ BigCoon
x Bridgeport*
Carpenter
Carrick’sMills (N of Tupelo)

+ Coffey’s Store (betweenStevenson& Anderson, TN)
Copenhagen (N of Bridgeport)

+Dodsonville(Sof MinkCreek)
+Doran’sCove
+DryCove (N of Dodsonville)
+ Estill’sFork"
+ Fabius*
x Fackler*
x FernClifi'(SEof Pisgah)
+ Francisco*
+ Garth“
Granthain’s Landing

+ Gray’s Chapel*
+ Greerton
+ Higdon“
+ Holly Tree“
+ Kirby’s Creek
+ KOSh -> FlatRock*

y x Langston*
+Larkin’sFork (Nof Tupelo)
x Larkinsville*
x LimRock*
x Long Island(Eof Bridgeport)
+ Maynard’s Cove
Menlo (N of LimRock)

x PaintRock*
x Park’s Store (nearGoosepond)
+ Pisgah“
+ Press
+Princeton* (originally named“Birmingham”, 1847-1849)
+ Samples (betweenBellefonte& Scottsboro)
+ Sauta (W of Goosepond)
x Scottsboro* (onlydesi
x Stevenson*
+Trenton*

gnated “town” in the Countyin 1880)

+ Tupelo (inMaynard’sCove)
+Wallston
x Widows (betweenBrid
Wilboume

xWoodville*
geport & Stevenson)



ONE TOWN, ONE RAILROAD,TWO DEPOTS
By Alan Maples. _ !
All photos by Alan Maples except as no

My grandfather, Houston L. Maples, hailed from
Scottsboro, Alabama, nestled in the beautiful
TennesseeValley between Chattanooga and
Huntsville. His father, Dr.W.C. Maples, was a
respected physician who moved his family to a
large house across from the train station so he
could conveniently travel to neighboringcommu!
nities tending to the ill, and, according to family
legend, simply because he liked trains.While the
Scottsboro of today has witnessed decades of
economic and social change since my
grandfather's time, it remains one of those small,
friendly, courthouse-and-town-square communi!
ties typical of the south.

Scottsboro's development can be traced to the
1858 arrival of the Memphis & Charleston Rail!
road.The neighboringcommunity of Bellefonte
wanted nothing to dowith the noisy, smoky trains

.  “ ‘ 1  ” a1  ‘ 4 ‘ ”, sconsaono“ '

and their threat to Bellefonte’sTennessee River
trade. 80 the M&C bypassed that town and estab!
lisheda stop on land ceded by RobertT. Scott.
“Scotts Station" soon became Scottsboro and
Bellefonte would regret its intransigence when the
latter’s status asthe county seat transferred to the
new settlement along the railroad.

The Memphis & Charleston soon provided
Scottsboro with an appropriate depot. A sturdy
brick buildingwas constructed in 1861 (some

. sources say 1860) for both freight and passenger
use. Control of the Scottsboro station alternated
between Confederate and Union troops more than
once during the CivilWar, but the structure sur!
vived, unlike anumber of M&C depots elsewhere
which were destroyed during the conflict.After the
war years the buildingfaced adifferent threat
when agreat fire swept through the no7rth side



Scottsboro in 1881.According to Wendell Pageof
the Jackson County Heritage Museum, it is be!
lieved the depot was saved by heroic volunteers
who climbed the roofand extinguishedburning
embers with wet blankets.

Followingthe fire muchof the business commu!
nity relocatedaround the town square to the south
of the railroad. In 1891, the M&C (then under lease
to the EastTennessee,Virginia & Georgia Railroad)
constructed an attractive frame depot on the
south side of the tracks and ablock east of the old
station.This became the passenger stop, while the
first buildingwas relegated to freight handling
only.

For the younger generation it is hard to appreciate
that oncethe railroad catered to all comers,but in
an earlier age nearly every community along the
rails had a depot and an agent.An old Southern
Railway employee timetable provided by Carl
Ardrey shows that betweenStevenson and Huntsv
ville, a distance of 59miles, the Southern main!
tained passenger ticket offices in no less than ten
station buildings (plus the NC&STL depot in
Stevenson).Towns with depots, from east to west,
included Fackler, Hollywood,Scottsboro,
Larkinsville, Lim Rock,Woodville, PaintRock,
Gurley, Brownsboro, Chase (jointwith NC&STL),
and Huntsville.

Bill Borden, now retiredafter over 40 years of
service with the Southern and NS, first came to
Scottsboro on “temporary” assignment as
Southern’s agent in 1964 " and ended up holding
the post for 29years. According to Borden, prior to
his arrival three people had staffed the freight
depot, but a cutback reduced that to just one job
and nobody would bid on it. Bordenwould start
the day by opening the “ticket office” (as he called
the passenger depot) about a halfhour before
train 35arrived from Chattanooga.After taking
care of any passenger business, he would close up
and head down the street to the freight depot.
When local passenger trains 35 and 36 were dis!
continued January 30, 1967, Bordensimplified this
routine by closing the “ticket office" for good and
converting the back of the freight depot into a
waiting room.Thus theold building, havingbeen
constructed asacombination station, came full
circle.Trains 45 and 46, theTennessean, came off
March30, 1968and despite its freight-only status
since then, asmall “Waiting Office" sign remains
TIES” 24

to this day on the depot’s side door entrance.
The frame passenger depot was considered for
preservationby the Smithsonian Institute andwas
later saved by a local attorney, relocated to private
property and restored for use asa guest house.

That buildinggained modest fame when it served
asa pattern for a station constructed in
Robbinsville,NC,when the Graham County
Railroadentered the steam tourist business in
1966.The beloved Graham County and its excur!
sion train are but amemory now, but their replica
“Scottsboro” depot has survived and enjoys a
similar afterlife asa residence.

BillBordenonce recalled that the Scottsboro
agent's job was hardwork in the early days and
that none of the menwith seniority wanted the
post.The local textile industry contributed consid!
erable LCLbusiness and after tending to the
morningpassenger train the agent was respon!
sible for unloadingboxcars on the house track,
lookingup rates, preparingbills, and then repeat!
ingthe whole process in the afternoon for out !
boundshipments. Borden also recalled part of the
daily routinewas depositing the passenger ticket
receipts in the bank.After about aweek on the job
he was approached by the town sheriffwho
wanted to knowjust who hewas andwhat busi!
ness he hadat the bank every day! Bordenassured
the lawmanthat hewas on proper business for the
Southern Railwayand that he was not engaged in
nefarious activity. _

Bordenalso handledfreight billingfor the large
Reynolds aluminum plant which had been built
on the Tennessee River in the early 1960’s and to
which the Southern constructed a lengthy spur
track. Other duties includedbillingand inter!
change work with the L&N at Stevenson, which
provided reciprocal switching service for the
Southern to the Mead paperboard mill located
there.At one time Scottsboro was a loadingpoint
for potatoes; the bagging shedwas demolished
years ago and in its place is a concrete loading
dock for occasional team track freight. Longgone
too are the stock pens and loadingchute for cattle
that once contributed revenue to the Southern.

Scottsboro closed asa freight agency on December
1,1993after which Bordentransferred Huntsville,
and then later to Decatur.Today agencywork for
Scottsboro is handled by Norfolk Southern’%



customer servicecenter in Atlanta. CSX now
handles anyMeadcars for NS's account via Chat!
tanooga, so the local no longer runs to Stevenson.
The old freight depot continued to be employed as
a sign on - sign offpoint by crews for local train 80,
which still ties up overnight at Scottsboro, until
new facilities were providedafew years ago.After
NSvacated the station it was deeded to the city of
Scottsboro.

With its peelingpaint, deteriorating roofand
collapsingbrickwork, time almost ran out for the
Scottsboro freight depot. Fortunately,modest
structural repairs and anewmetal roofhave
stabalized the building, and the city is nowapply!
ingfor a $50,000 federal grant to further restora!
‘tionefforts. Persons interested'1nassistingmay
makedonations to the JacksonCounty Historical
Society, PO.Box 1494,Scottsboro,AL, 35768.
My thanks to BillBorden,CarlArdrey, and the
JacksonCounty HistoricalSociety. '

The contemporary replace!
ment provides train crews
with a sign-on point but lacks

’ the photogenic qualities of th
5 1861 depot. Scottsboro,
Alabama, Dec., 1997.



PhotoAbove: The freight depot has
seen better days as evidenced by this
December 14, 1997view.

Photo at Left: Back side of the depot
showing dock and loading doors for
LCL freight

Photo at Right: An
eastbound freight
passes the Scottsboro,
Alabama freight depot
on Dec. 14, 1997.The
Jackson County Histori!
cal Society has since
removed the train order
signal mast and has
provided the building
with a new roof.

TIES® 26



4Myfather’s cousin,WilliamL.Heath,was raisedin
Scottsboro,Alabama. Followingdistinquished
service in theArmyAir Corps in WorldWar I I ,he
returnedstatesideandfinisheda degree in English
Literatureat the UniversityofVirginia. Although
Bi l lspenta numberofyears in thefamily textile
business, his true passion was writ ingandhe
authoredseveral novels themedaround lifein a
smallsouthern town. His 1955book “Violent
Saturday"was made intoafeaturemotionpicture
by20th CenturyFox. “TheGoodOldBoys’;pub!
lishedin 1971, hadan illustrationof theScottsboro
passengerdepot on the dustjacket. Nowretired,
Bil lat my requestonce again sa t downat the
typewriter to share hismemoriesof lifeand times
around the Scottsboro passengerdepot.
-AlanW.Maples

DEPOT MEMORIES
By Bill Heath

When I was aboygrowingup in Scottsboro in the
. early ‘thirties, the railwaystation,with its environs,
~was the garden spot of the town. Well-kept and
clean, (despite six passenger trains aday and
numerous freights all belchingsmoke from coal!
burningengines), it was such an attractive locale it
gave rise to asocial custom knownas“meeting the
train.” EverySunday afternooncarloads of people
would showup to await the arrival of the “36" for
Memphis - no t because they knewsomeone
gettingon or off, but simply because it was a
pleasant place and asuitable occasion for conviv!
ial folks to share their leisure.

The depot, asit was commonly referred to, was
typical of small-town station housesup anddown
the line. It haddeep eaves and steep gables, and
dual waiting rooms, one designatedWHITE, the
other COLORED. As I recall, the buildingwas
painted amustardy shade of yellow with dark
green trim, and inside there were heavy oak
benches like church pews, varnished and polished
to ahighgloss. The ticket office,with its character!
istic baywindow, was in the middle. The station
master,wearingsleeve garters and a green cellu!
loideyeshade, reposed in aswivel chair, reading
pulpmagazines (whenhe wasn’t busy),while the
telegraph sounder clacked away in its wooden box.

Outside, along the platform there were shade
trees, and across the tracks, directly opposite the
depot, therewas a lily pond stockedwith goldfish
and skewbald carp. This area, a landscape of rocks
and ferns and carefully tended flower beds, was a
pret ty asany garden in town. In a photo album
commemorating the events of my family’s history
there’s a picture of me sitting among the rocks and
flowers of that beguilingplace - - abarefoot boy of
nine or ten, gazingexpectantly up the track. Both
the old station house and the boy are gone n ow, ‘
and the last passenger train has longsince de!
parted. But I remember themwell, andwith much
affection.

WL. Heath - 1999

NOTE: Th is mate r ia l fi rs t appeared in Vo l 14, No 5 , Sept-Oct
1999 ed i t i on o f SRHATIES Magazine as submi t t ed by A lan Maples
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TWO SCOTT FAMILY CEMETERIES
by Ann B. Chambless

ROBERT THOMAS SCOTT (1800-1863) and WILLIAM A. SCOTT,
JR. (1798-1859) we r e two of t h e sons of Wil l iam A. and Jane
(Thomas) Scott , S r . w h o moved f r om Raleigh, NC, to Madison
County, AL, c i r c a 1820. Wi l l iam A. Scot t , S r . d i ed in 1829 and
w a s buried on h i s f a rm nea r Brownsboro in Madison County,
Alabama. A f t e r t h e death of t he i r father, Robert Thomas and
Wil l iam A. Scott , J r . mo ved to Jackson County. Wil l iam A. Scott,
J r . pu rchased land in Sect ion 23, Townsh ip 4 , Range 5 East in t h e
western pa r t of present-day Scot tsboro. Robert Thomas S c o t t
fi r s t s e t t l e d at Bel le fonte a n d t h e n pu r c ha sed m u c h of t h e l a nd
wh i c h became t h e cen te r of Scottsboro, p l anned by a n d n ame d
f o r Robert T. a n d Elizabeth Ann Sco t t .

William A. Scott, J r . marr ied Elizabeth Knox on Feb 1, 1827, in
Madison Co, AL. They are both buried on the i r fa rm in t h e fami ly
cemetery wh ich overlooks St . Jude Catholic Church. Thei r
children Henry Sco t t (1844-1859); Elizabeth Sco t t (d ied young);
and Ann P. (Scott) Gordon Morr is (1833-1897) a r e buried here.
Other f am i l y members bur ied in t h e Wil l iam A. Scot t , J r . f am i l y
cemetery a re : F rank a n d Jenny McKissack; Wayne Morris; a n d
Robert Thomas a n d Mat t ie (Wood) Morris. ' Robert Thomas Morris
w a s a g randson of Wil l iam A. a n d Elizabeth (Knox) Scott , J r .

Robert Thomas S c o t t mar r ied Elizabeth Ann Parsons of Anson Co,
NC in 1826 in No r t h Carol ina. At t h e t ime of t h e 1850 Jackson
County, AL census, t h e y l i ved on t h e r i dge j u s t we s t of t h e
j unc t i o n of present -day U.S. Highway 72 a n d AL Highway 35 (near
t h e Hw y 35 overpass.) Robert T. S c o t t d ied on June 18, 1863,
and wa s bur ied in h i s fami l y cemetery wh i c h mus t have been
ad jacent to h i s home. Elizabeth Ann, (Parsons) Sco t t d i ed on
Oc tobe r 14, 1873, a n d w a s bur ied beside h e r husband. Three of
the i r B ynum g r and ch i l d r e n a r e a l s o bur ied i n t h e Rober t T. S co t t
Cemetery. They a r e J o h n Wi l l iam Bynum (1867-1868); L i l l i e
Bynum (1868-1868); a n d Ka t i e May Bynum (1880-1881), in fants of
Hugh and Lucy (Scot t ) Bynum.
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RENEWMEMBERSHIPJANUARY I

MEMBERSHIP DUES NEW OR RENEWAL
ANNUAL DUES - $10.00
LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100.00

MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS ARE WELCOMED

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
P. O. BOX 1494
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494
Please provide:
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP

NEW RENEWAL!
The membership year begins January 1. Any dues received before October 1 will
be for the current year. Dues received after October 1will accrue to the following
year. Members receive the JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES quarterly in
January, April, July, and October. .

J.C.H.A. BOOK FOR SALE
The Jackson County Historical Association has republished THE HISTORY OF
JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA by John R. Kennamer, Sr., 1935 edition. The
price of the book is $20.00. If mailing is required, please add $3.00 for each book
order. Allow ten (10) days for processing. Please complete the following order
blank and mail to:

HISTORY BOOK
P.O. BOX 1494
SCOTTSBORO, AL 35768-1494

NAME STREET
CITY STATE ZIP TELEPHONE


