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L I F E ON THE TENNESSEE

COUNTY FLOURISHED DURING STEAMBOAT ERA

I t was c o n s i d e r e d t h e p r i d e o f t h e Tennessee R i v e r N a v i g a t i o n
Company a n d T h e Chattanooga Times a n n o u n c e d t h e news in December
of 1910 . The‐steamboat JOHN A PATTEN, 3 0 0 - t o n c a p a c i t y , b u i l t f o r
f r e i g h t h a u l w i t h fi r s t - c l a s s passenger accommodations, h a d bu rned
t o t h e w a t e r l i n e w h i l e d o c k e d a t B r i d g e p o r t .

T h i s was t h e same JOHN A PATTEN w h i c h o n l y a f e w y e a r s b e f o r e
h a d t r i u m p h e d i n w h a t i s p e r h a p s t h e m o s t famous b o a t ‐ r a c e i n
Tennessee R i v e r h i s t o r y . T h e PATTEN'S r i v a l was a p o w e r f u l t o w ‑
b o a t named t h e PARKER. I t was a r a c e t h a t s y m b o l i z e d t h e o l d v e r s u s
t h e new o n t h e r i v e r . T h e PATTEN, a g r a c e f u l , e l e g a n t l y c r a f t e d
v e s s e l f r o m t h e p a s t a n d t h e PARKER, a p r a c t i c a l s n u b ‐n o s e d t o w b o a t .

T h e b o a t s r a c e d d o w n r i v e r f r o m C h a t t a n o o g a , w i t h t h e PARKER m o v i n g
ahead a t W i l l i a m s I s l a n d . A t t h i s p o i n t , a c c o r d i n g t o h i s t o r i a n
D o n a l d D a v i d s o n , t h e PARKER'S e n g i n e e r , J e s s A l l i s o n , s t o o d a t t h e
d o o r o f t h e e n g i n e r o o m a n d g e s t u r e d t a u n t i n g l y w i t h a r o p e , o f f e r i n g
a t o w to t h e PATTEN. B u t t h e n r i v e r l o r e h a s i t , t h e PARKER'S e n g i n e
b l e w , p r o p e l l i n g A l l i s o n f r o m t h e e n g i n e r o o m a n d i n t o t h e w a t e r ,
where he was p l u c k e d unce remon ious l y by crewmembers. The PATTEN
s a i l e d o n t o v i c t o r y , o n l y t o b e d e s t r o y e d a t B r i d g e p o r t b y a c o a l ‑
t a r c a u s e d fi r e .

By t h i s t i m e , t h e g l o r y d a y s of t h e g r e a t steamboats w e r e numbered.
They w o u l d c o n t i n u e t o p l y t h e r i v e r s , b u t t h e i r e r a was com ing
t o a n e n d . ‘

Jackson C o u n t y was v e r y much a p a r t o f t h e s teamboat d a y s on
t h e Tennessee . S a f f o r d B u r n e y ' s " Ta b l e o f Landings“ l i s t s no l e s s
t h a n t w e n t y - o n e r i v e r b o a t l a n d i n g s i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y i n 1879 . T h e y
w e r e : B r i d g e p o r t , B i g O a k , R i d l e y ' s F e r r y , C o x ' s M o u n d , C a p e r t o n ' s
F e r r y , Rudder ' s L a n d i n g , M c C o y s , C o f f e y s , B e l l e f o n t e , S u b l e t t ' s
F e r r y , H i t c h e s F e r r y , M a r t i n s L a n d i n g , C h e n e y ' s L a n d i n g , P i e r c e s ,
G o s s e t t ' s F e r r y , F i n n e y ' s L a n d i n g , L a r k i n ' s L a n d i n g , C o b b i t s , G r a s s ,
and  Cow leys .

Jackson C o u n t i a n s even g o t i n t o t h e a c t a n d b u i l t b o a t s t hemse l ves ,
a l t h o u g h n o t s t e a m b o a t s . The V IRGIN IA MAXINE, t h e FLORA MAE, a n d
t h e BETTY CLYDE were a l l 5 - 1 2 t o n b o a t s l i s t e d i n g o v e r n m e n t r e c o r d s
a s h a v i n g b e e n b u i l t a t S e c t i o n i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y . S e c t i o n ? O b V i o u s l y
s o m e t h i n g i s a m i s s h e r e . S e c t i o n , o f c o u r s e , i s o n Sand M o u n t a i n ,
a n u n l i k e l y p l a c e f o r a l a r g e b o a t t o b e b u i l t . Some q u e s t i o n i n g
o f S e c t i o n r e s i d e n t s l e a d s t o a n s w e r s , however. T h e b o a t s were
a c t u a l l y b u i l t a l o n g t h e r i v e r , down t h e m o u n t a i n f r o m S e c t i o n .
T h e y w e r e b u i l t a t G o s s e t t ' s L a n d i n g b y J . T . S t r i n g e r , a m a s t e r
c a r p e n t e r w h o o p e r a t e d a s a w m i l l a t t h e f o o t o f t h e m o u n t a i n . The
b o a t s w e r e owned b y t h e R u d d e r b r o t h e r s , Sam a n d w i l l , a n d named
f o r f a m i l y members . Tw o d a u g h t e r s s t i l l l i v e i n t h e S e c t i o n a r e a :
B e t t y C l y d e S m i t h a n d V i r g i n i a G r e e n . B o t h remember t h e b o a t s c l e a r l y .

T h e b o a t s w e r e u s e d b y t h e b r o t h e r s t o h a u l c o r n t o C h a t t a n o o g a .
I n t h e f a l l t h e R u d d e r b r o t h e r s w o u l d b u y t h e c o r n f r o m fa rmers
a t t h e l a n d i n g s a l o n g t h e r i v e r , s h e l l t h e c o r n w i t h a c o r n s h e l l e r
on b o a r d , t h e n c a r r y t h e c o r n to Cha t t anooga a n d s e l l i n Jackson
C o u n t y .

These b o a t s were o p e r a t e d b y g a s o l i n e m o t o r s a n d t h e r e f o r e w e r e
n o t s t eamboa t s . B u t t h e i r t r a d e was m u c h t h e same.as t h e s t e a m ‑
b o a t s t h a t w e r e o p e r a t i n g a t t h e t i m e .

C o r n was r a i s e d a l l a l o n g t h e r i v e r b o t t o m t h r o u g h o u t t h e v a l l e y .
S c o t t s b o r o r e s i d e n t B o b Ashmore remembers t h a t landowners o f t e n
w o u l d r e n t t h e i r o f f s h o r e l a n d . Farmers w o u l d d e p o s i t t h e landowner's
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s h a r e i n e l e v a t e d c r i b s b e s i d e t h e r i v e r f o r l a t e r s h i p m e n t t o
C h a t t a n o o g a . S o much c o r n was r a i s e d t h i s way t h a t s o i l erosion
b e g a n t o t a k e p l a c e a n d s a n d b a r s b e g a n t o f o r m i n t h e r i v e r :

R e p o r t e d l y , t h e fi r s t s t e a m b o a t t o n a v i g a t e t h e e n t i r e l e n g t h
o f t h e Te n n e s s e e R i v e r was t h e ATLAS. I n 1 8 2 8 , i t l e f t f r o m
C i n c i n n a t i o n t h e O h i o R i v e r . A p r i z e o f $ 6 4 0 was p r e s e n t e d t o
t h e c a p t a i n o f t h e ATLAS b y t h e c i t y o f K n o x v i l l e when t h e ATLAS
r e a c h e d t h a t c i t y i n M a r c h 1 8 2 8 , a p p r o x i m a t e l y t w o a n d o n e - h a l f
m o n t h s a f t e r i t h a d b e g u n i t s t r i p .

I n t i m e Cha t tanooga became a m a i n s t e a m b o a t l a n d i n g , because
o f t h e c i t y ' s r a i l r o a d c o n n e c t i o n s . F r o m C h a t t a n o o g a . s t e a m b o a t
c o m p a n i e s o p e r a t e d r u n s u p r i v e r t o K n o x v i l l e a n d d o w n r i v e r t o D e c a t u r .

L i f e o n t h e Te n n e s s e e d u r i n g t h e s t e a m b o a t e r a was e x c i t i n g a n d
somet imes d a n g e r o u s . N a v i g a t i n g t h e s o u t h r u n was n o e a s y t a s k
a n d s teamboa t equ ipmen t was n o t a l w a y s r e l i a b l e . Two o f t h e m o s t
t r e a c h e r o u s p o i n t s o n t h e r i v e r we re a t M u s c l e S h o a l s a n d a t w h a t
was c a l l e d t h e " S u c k " s o u t h o f C h a t t a n o o g a . S i n c e M u s c l e S h o a l s
was s o h a r d t o n a v i g a t e , mos t s t e a m b o a t s f r o m C h a t t a n o o g a e n d e d
t h e i r r u n a t D e c a t u r , a t t h e h e a d o f t h e S h o a l s . O t h e r s t e a m b o a t s
w o u l d c o v e r t h e F l o r e n c e t o O h i o R i v e r r u n .

T h e S u c k , a l s o c a l l e d t h e B o i l i n g P o t , t h e S k i l l e t , t h e F r y i n g
P a n , a n d t h e N a r r o w s , was a 3 0 - m i l e s t r e t c h w h e r e t h e r i v e r r a n
t h r o u g h t h e M o u n t a i n s s o u t h o f C h a t t a n o o g a . T h i s a r e a was l i n e d
w i t h b o u l d e r s , b u t w h a t made i t e v e n more t r e a c h e r o u s was t h a t t h e
r i v e r n a r r o w e d , c a u s i n g a s t r o n g , u n p r e d i c t a b l e c u r r e n t t o flow.

S i n c e s t e a m b o a t i n g was d a n g e r o u s , s teamboa t c a p t a i n s had t h e i r
s u p e r s t i t i o n s t o w a r d o f f b a d l u c k . One s u p e r s t i t i o n was t o n e v e r
b e g i n a r u n o n F r i d a y . A F r i d a y s t a r t was c e r t a i n t o doom t h e b o a t
t o a n i l l f a t e . One s teamboa t c a p t a i n h a d h i s own s p e c i a l s u p e r s t i t i o n .
He b e l i e v e d t h a t a comb ina t i on o f a red -headed woman, a p r e a c h e r ,
and a w h i t e h o r s e o n b o a r d was c e r t a i n t o b r i n g b a d l u c k . I f h e
d iscovered t h a t such_a combinat ion e x i s t e d he w o u l d i m m e d i a t e l y
s t o p a t t h e n e a r e s t l a n d i n g t o e l i m i n a t e one o f t h e t h r e e .

D e s p i t e t h e s e r i t u a l s , s teamboat a c c i d e n t s were f r e q u e n t a n d
sometimes d e a d l y . B o i l e r e x p l o s i o n s were a f r e q u e n t cause o f d e a t h s
a n d i n j u r i e s . Records show t h a t o n a number o f occas ions b o a t s
w e r e d e s t r o y e d b y w h a t we re d e s c r i b e d a s t o r n a d o e s , b r i n g i n g t o
m i n d t h e r e c e n t t r a g e d y i n v o l v i n g t h e r e c r e a t i o n a l b o a t t h e S C I t a n i c
n e a r H u n t s v i l l e . A windshear was cons idered t h e cause o f t h a t a c c i d e n t .

s t e a m b o a t i n g season u s u a l l y was f r o m November t o J u n e . D u r i n g
t h e summer, t h e l a c k o f r a i n made t r a v e l i m p o s s i b l e . M r s . ' B e t t y
C l y d e S m i t h remembers b e i n g a b l e to e v e n wade a c r o s s t h e Te n n e s s e e
R i v e r one summer as a c h i l d . ~

P e r h a p s t h e s t r a n g e s t w e a t h e r phenomenon was in t h e w i n t e r of
1 8 7 1 - 7 2 , when much o f t h e r i v e r c h a n n e l f r o z e . s teamboa ts somet imes
b r o k e t h e i c e w i t h t h e i r p a d d l e - w h e e l s b y r u n n i n g backward .

O n a n o t h e r o c c a s i o n i n 1 8 6 7 , r a i n s s w e l l e d t h e r i v e r one w i n t e r
s o m u c h t h a t w a t e r r o s e 7 0 ‐ f e e t i n t h e “ S u c k " g o r g e . One s t e a m b o a t
c a p t a i n was t a l k e d i n t o m a k i n g t h e s o u t h r u n d u r i n g t h i s g r e a t fl o o d .
The c a p t a i n was Woods W i l s o n and h i s b o a t was t h e CHEROKEE. P a s s e n g e r s
a t C h a t t a n o o g a w e r e d e s p e r a t e t o g e t t o D e c a t u r a n d p e r s u a d e d W i l s o n
t o t a k e them. W i l s o n l a t e r r e p o r t e d t h a t e v e r y t h i n g t h a t w o u l d
fl o a t was g o i n g down r i v e r - - l o g s , s m a l l b o a t s , w h o l e h a y s t a c k s ,
b a r n s , houses , a n d fl a t b o a t s w i t h r e f u g e e s . The CHEROKEE made t h e
6 0 - m i l e t r i p t o B r i d g e p o r t i n l e s s t h a n two h o u r s , a r e c o r d t i m e .
L a t e r , W i l s o n s a f e l y d e l i v e r e d t h e passengers to D e c a t u r .

N e x t I s s u e : famous Tennessee R i v e r s teamboa ts a n d b o a t - b u i l d i n g
a t B r i d g e p o r t d u r i n g t h e C i v i l W a r .

The a u t h o r w i s h e s t o t h a n k C l y d e Brodway f o r s u g g e s t i n g t h i s
s u b j e c t . A l s o , t h a n k s t o t h e f o l l o w i n g f o r t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e : H a r r y
C a m p b e l l , Bud C a m p b e l l , Ma r i on L o y d , B e t t y C l y d e S m i t h , Bob Ashmore ,
H a r o l d Ambres te r, a n d V i r g i n i a Green . An e x c e l l e n t book on t h i s
s u b j e c t i s D o n a l d D a v i d s o n ' s The Tennessee .

JACKSON COUNTY SKETCHES

by
.DAVID CAMPBELL .

panama:
hue-m ,

- 2 ‑



A s o f M a r c h 1 , 1987 , t h e f o l l o w i n g h a v e p a i d t h e i r 1987 J . C . H . A .
membersh ip due s . I f y o u r name does n o t a p p e a r b e l o w , p l e a s e m a i l
y o u r check to o u r TREASURER, CHARLES H. LOYD, ROUTE L, BOX 261 ,
STEVENSON, AL 35772 . A n n u a l d u e s f o r r e g u l a r membe r sh i p a r e $ 1 0 . 0 0 .
L i f e membersh ips a r e a v a i l a b l e a n d e n c o u r a g e d f o r a t a x - d e d u c t i b l e
c o n t r i b u t i o n o f $ 1 0 0 . 0 0 . Members r e c e i v e THE JACKSON COUNTY
CHRONICLES q u a r t e r l y in J a n u a r y , A p r i l , J u l y a n d O c t o b e r .

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP
M r . a n d M r s . James L . A n d e r s o n , S c o t t s b o r o
M s . A l t h a A l d e r , Oklahoma
M r s . J . B . B e a r d , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . R u t h B e r z e t t , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . W i l l i a m B o g a r t , S t e v e n s o n
M r s . C l a r e n c e M . B u r g e r , H u n t s v i l l e
M r . a n d M r s . J i m Bowman, R o s a l i e
M r . Roy B r e w e r , J r . , H u n t s v i l l e
L t . C o l ( R e t ) G e o r g e H . C a r l t o n , Te x a s
M r s . Ann B . Chamb less , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . J a n e C o n l e y , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . J a c k C r a b t r e e , Tenne s s ee
M r . Bud Campbe l l , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . J o e M . C a s e y, Tenne s s ee
M r s . C a t h e r i n e C . Cameron. G u n t e r s v i l l e
M r . G a i l D u n n , K e n t u c k y
E . B . S .CO I n d u s t r i e s , I n c . , B i rm i ngham
James H . E i f o r d , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . Sam F r e d G r o s s , S c o t t s b o r o
D r . J o h n B . G a y l e , F l o r i d a
M r s . M i l t o n H e a c o c k , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . R o b e r t a A . H e l w i g , C a l i f o r n i a
M r . W.R . Henshaw, S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . D e l b e r t H i c k s , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . C e c i l Hodges , S e c t i o n
M r s . K e n n e t h R . H o l d e r , S r . , F a c k l e r
M r . C h a r l e s L . J one s I I I , H u n t s v i l l e
M r s . Hugh K e e b l e , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . P . B . K e e l , Mad ison
M r . a n d M r s . S t e v e K e n n ame r , S c o t t s b o r o
D r . E . R . K n o x , S t e v e n s o n
M r . and M r s . E . L . L ambe r t h , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . C h a r l e s H . L o y d , S t e v e n s o n
M r . F. Ma r i o n L o y d , B r i d g e p o r t
M r s . D o r o t h y J . Lowe , C a l i f o r n i a
M i s s E d i t h Mo n e y, S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . Wade M u r r a y , B r i d g e p o r t
M r s . W i l l i a m W. McCu t c hen , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . F o r d Owens , D u t t o n
M r . and M r s . C a r l u s P. P a g e , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . R e x P a g e , Wo o d v i l l e
M r . a n d M r s . W e n d e l l P a g e , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . W a l t e r H . P l umme r, Te x a s
M r s . W i l l i a m M . P e t e r s , L o u i s i a n a
M r s . M a r g r e t t E . R a i n e y, A l b e r t v i l l e
M r s . H a z e l I s b e l l Rober ts , A l b e r t v i l l e
M r . a nd M r s . W.H . R o b i n s o n , J r . , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . W i l l i a m F. R o c h e l l e , H u n t s v i l l e
M r s . S a n d e r s R u s s e l l , S t e v e n s o n
M r . M a r k S c o t t S k e l t o n , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . H a r r i s o n S m i t h , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a nd M r s . A g e e S t r i c k l a n d , S e c t i o n
M r s . C h a r l i e S t u b b l e fi e l d , Tenne s s ee
M r s . D o r o t h y S h o r e s S t a l c u p , W i n fi e l d
M r s . J o h n B . T a l l y , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . E l i z s a b e t h S . Thomas , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . John w i l l Thompson, Tenne s s ee
M r s . E‘Lene B . T i l l s t o n , G e o r g i a
M r . and M r s . N e l s o n V a r n e l l , S c o t t s b o r o
The S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f Wiscons in

- 3 ‑



M r s . F r a n c e s We i d n e r , Te x a s
M r s . D o r o t h y M o o r e W i l s o n , G e o r g i a
M r . T e r r y Wa n n , S t e v e n s o n
M r . O . P . W i l k i n s o n , J r . , Te n n e s s e e
M r s . Judy E r i c k s o n , Te x a s
M r . F r e d M c C l u r e , M e r i d i a n v i l l e
Mrs.Sammie M. B r o w n
M r . J . C . C l emons .
M r . G o r d o n F o s t e r
M r s . Wanda R . Hughe s
M r . S t a n l e y J o n e s
M r s . J o e H e n r y K i n g
M s . L o i s M . R o b e r t s o n
M r s . J o h n Schue rman
M r . J e s s e H . Whee l e r
M r . J e f f T r y o n
M r . L a r r y 0 . G l a s s

L I F E MEMBERS
M r s . A n n a R u t h C am p b e l l , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . H a r r y C a m p b e l l , S e c t i o n
D r . E l b e r t H . C a l d w e l l , T y l e r T X
M r . James N . C l emen s , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . J o h n B . C l o p t o n , D u t t o n
D r . a n d M r s . J o e C r om e a n s , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . J o a n n Thomas E l k i n , H u n t s v i l l e
M r s . J o h n w i l l G a y , J r . , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . Thomas A . G i b s o n , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . N a n c y S . G i l l i a m , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . a n d M r s . Gene H e n n i n g e r , S t e v e n s o n
M r s . M a r y B e n Ro b e r t s o n H e fl i n , Memph i s , TN
M r . H . B . H u g h e s , B r i d g e p o r t
M r s . M a r t h a H u n t H u i e , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . R o b e r t E . J o n e s , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . J a n P o r t e r M a c k e y, S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . P e a r l M a t t h ew s , D e c a t u r
M r s . Norma J e a n M o o r e , S h o r t H i l l s , N J
Judge J o h n Da v i d S n o d g r a s s , H u n t s v i l l e
M r . W a l t e r T . S u m n e r , M e n t o n e
M r s . E l i z a B . W o o d a l l , S t e v e n s o n
M s . P a t t y W o o d a l l , N a s h v i l l e , T N
M r s . F r a n c e s We i d n e r , Te x a s
M r s . D o r o t h y M o o r e W i l s o n , G A
M r . Te r r y . W a n n , S t e v e n s o n
M r . O . B . W i n k i n s o n , J r . , T N

The names of members p a y i n g a f t e r M a r c h 1, 1 9 8 7 , w i l l a p p e a r
in t h e J u l y e d i t i o n of THE JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLESV

NBCROLOGY
M r . W i l l i a m B r a d f o r d H u i e , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . James E . M o n e y , T u s c a l o o s a
M r s . G . T . (Madge) Wa l k e r , S c o t t s b o r o

N o t e d Alabama A u t h o r W i l l i a m B r a d f o r d H u i e Dead a t 7 6
By A n n Chamb l e s s

One o f A l a b ama ' s mo s t p r o l i fi c w r i t e r s , W i l l i a m B r a d f o r d H u i e ,
d i e d on November 2 0 , 1986 . He was b u r i e d in h i s n a t i v e s o i l in
H a r t s e l l e , Alabama, t e n d a y s a f t e r h i s 7 6 t h b i r t h d a y .

W i l l i a m B r a d f o r d H u i e was a j o u r n a l i s t , n o v e l i s t a n d w r i t e r .
In h i s e a r l y y e a r s , he w o r k e d as a newsman f o r t h e Birmingham P o s t .
He was one of t h e fi r s t e d i t o r s of ALABAMA MAGAZINE in 1936 ‐37 .
H i s fi r s t n o v e l , Mud o n t h e S t a r s , was p u b l i s h e d i n 1942 . Wayne
G r e e n h aw, p r e s e n t e d i t o r o f ALABAMA MAGAZINE c a l l e d H u i e ' s b o o k ,
The R e v o l t o f Mamie S t o v e r , t h e g r e a t e s t n o v e l e v e r a b ou t o u r f r e e
e n t e r p r i s e s y s t e m . The b o o k s o l d 1 5 m i l l i o n c o p i e s i n p a p e r b a c k .

o ther n o v e l s b y H u i e w e r e : T h e Am e r i c a n i z a t i o n o f E m i l y , H o t e l
Mamie S t o v e r , T h e K l a n sma n , I n t h e H o u r s o f t h e N i g h t , a n d The
E x e c u t i o n o f P r i v a t e S l o v i k .

- 4 ‑



M r . H u i e w r o t e a b o u t N o r t h A labama a n d t h e S o u t h ‐ a b o u t w h i t e s
a n d b l a c k s a n d o u r c e n t u r y o l d s t r u g g l e t o a c c e p t a n d a p p r e c i a t e
e a c h o t h e r . ‘ E v e n i n 1 9 8 7 , i t i s a m a z i n g t o r e fl e c t o n h o w h e w r o t e
h i s s t o r i e s o f t h e S o u t h i n a u n i v e r s a l l a n g u a g e w h i c h h a d i n t e r ‑
n a t i o n a l a p p e a l w h e n fi v e o f h i s b o o k s w e r e p u b l i s h e d i n t h e 1 9 5 0 ' s
a n d 1 9 6 0 ' s .

B o t h T h e A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n o f E m i l y a n d T h e E x e c u t i o n o f P r i v a t e
S l o v i k w e r e a d a p t e d t o fi l m s b y H o l l y w o o d .

W i l l i a m B r a d f o r d H u i e a d o p t e d J a c k s o n C o u n t y a s h i s home a f t e r
h i s m a r r i a g e t o S c o t t s b o r o n a t i v e M a r t h a H u n t . B i l l , a s h e was
c a l l e d b y h i s f r i e n d s , became a n a c t i v e member o f t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y
H i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n . H e was a l w a y s a we lcome c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t
i n a n y c i r c l e . N o s u b j e c t m a t t e r was b e y o n d h i s r e c a l l , a n d h i s
w i t r a n a s d e e p a s h i s e n c y c l o p e d i c m i n d . H e w i l l b e s o r e l y m i s s e d
i n l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s n a t i o n w i d e a n d i n t h e p o s t o f fi c e a n d r e s t a u r a n t s
o f S c o t t s b o r o a s w e l l .

ANCESTOR SEARCHING IN JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA
PERCY B . K E E L , 209 M i l l R o a d , M a d i s o n , A L 35758 , w r i t e s a c o l u m n
c a l l e d HERE AND THERE i n Mad ison C o u n t y R e c o r d p u b l i s h e d i n M a d i s o n ,
A L . H e w i l l b e h a p p y t o p u b l i s h y o u r q u e r i e s a n d t h e y d o NOT h a v e
t o r e l a t e t o t h i s a r e a . .

JUDY JOHNSON ERICKSON, of R o u t e 2, B o x 1 5 2 , B o y d , Te x a s 7 6 0 2 3 , s e e k s
i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h r e e Johnson men t h o u g h t t o b e b r o t h e r s : 1 . JOHN
b o r n 1780-90 TN: fi r s t w i f e ' s name u n k n o w n ; m a r r i e d s e c o n d LOVIE
PULL IAN, d a u g h t e r o f W i l l i a m P u l l i a n who d i e d in 1838 in D e K a l b
C o u n t y , A L . JOHN JOHNSON d i e d 1 8 5 4 - 6 0 , p r o b a b l y i n D e n t o r Te x a s
C o u n t y , MO. K n o w n c h i l d r e n : S a l l y C a n a d y , E l i z a b e t h , W i l l i a m ,
E l i z a A n n , H a r v e y , M a t i l d a , J a n e , Thomas, M a r i o n , a n d A a r o n F r a n c i s .
2. WILLIAM. b o r n 1 7 7 4 , p r o b a b l y T N . M a r r i e d S a r a B e a n , b o r n 1 7 8 1
T N . W i l l i a m b e l i e v e d k i l l e d i n W a r o f 1 8 1 2 . K n o w n c h i l d r e n :
R e b e c c a , N a n c y J a n e , W i l l i a m P . , F r a n c i s J u s t i c e , A a r o n , a n d I s a a c .
3 . I S A A C , b o r n 1787 T N . M a r r i e d E l i z a b e t h S h e l t o n i n Wa r e n C o u n t y ,
T N i n 1 8 1 6 . I s a a c was W a r o f 1812 v e t e r a n . I s a a c d i e d M a y 2 5 ,
1 8 7 6 , H o u s t o n , Te x a s C o u n t y , MO. Known c h i l d r e n : M I l l e y , W o o d l i k e ,
P o l l y , E l i z a b e t h , J a m e s , J a s p e r , F r a n c e s , B e n j a m i n , a n d J o h n .
A l l t h r e e f a m i l i e s m i g r a t e d f r o m Te n n e s s e e t o n o r t h e a s t Alabama
a b o u t 1820 a n d o n t o M i s s o u r i 1 8 5 0 ‐5 5 . J o h n a n d W i l l i a m ' s f a m i l i e s
s e t t l e d Te x a s , D e n t a n d P h e l p s C o u n t i e s . I s a a c ' s f a m i l y w e n t t o
L a w r e n c e C o u n t y f r o m 1 8 5 5 ‐7 1 when t h e y moved t o Te x a s c o u n t y. F a m i l y
t r a d i t i o n s a y s JOHN JOHNSON o p e r a t e d a g r i s t m i l l i n N o r t h A l a b a m a
a t t h e t i m e t h e I n d i a n s s t a r t e d w e s t , a n d I n d i a n s h a d h i m g r i n d
c o r n t o t a k e o n t h e t r i p . W i l l e x c h a n g e a n y r e l a t e d J o h n s o n i n f o r m ‑
a t i o n .

C . R . CLARK, R o u t e 6 , B o x 2 9 2 , W ins ton S a l e m , NC 27107 , w o u l d l i k e
t o e x c h a n g e i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e f a m i l y o f James C l a r k , b o r n 1820
T N , who m a r r i e d t h e widow N a n c y E v e t t , b o r n 1836 G A , c i r c a 1867 .
I n 1870, t h e y were l i v i n g i n D e K a l b C o u n t y n e a r w h a t became R a i n s v i l l e .
I n c l u d e d i n James C l a r k ' s h o u s e h o l d i n 1870 w e r e h i s s i x c h i l d r e n
b y t w o m a r r i a g e s : L u c i n d a , James R . , Thomas J . , J o h n W . , A n d e r s o n ,
a n d M a r y C . ; h i s fi r s t t w o c h i l d r e n b y N a n c y : J . W . a n d P a r a l e e ;
a n d N a n c y ' s E v e t t c h i l d r e n : Thompson , G e o r g e , J a v a n , a n d B e t t y
A .  E v e t t .

ANN B . CHAMBLESS, R o u t e 4 - B o x 2 6 5 , S c o t t s b o r o , A L 35768 w o u l d l i k e
t o e x c h a n g e i n f o o n f a m i l y o f YOUNGER WALDROP RICHEY, b o r n 1830
i n I L , s o n o f J o h n A n n ( y ) R i c h e y , a n d g r a n d s o n o f M o s e s R i c h e y .
J o h n , b o r n c a . 1800 K Y a n d d i e d c a . 1850 i n D e S o t o C o u n t y , M S .
J o h n ' s known c h i l d r e n : Moses I I , M a r t h a J . , Yo u n g e r W a l r o p , James
R . , John F . , W i l l i a m J . , Ta b i t h a E . , a n d F r a n c e s . Yo u n g e r Wa l d r o p
R i c h e y m a r r i e d a s h i s s e c o n d w i f e M a r t h a J a n e J u d g e , b o r n 1840 i n
J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A L , i n D e c . 1 8 6 7 , i n D e S o t a C o u n t y , M S . YWR h a d
3 c h i l d r e n b y h i s fi r s t w i f e , j a n e , who rema ined i n M I s s i s s i p p i
when Y. W . a n d M a r t h a R i c h e y moved t o J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A L i n 1890
w i t h t h e i r f o u r c h i l d r e n : M a r y J a n e , A n n i e E l i z a , M a t t i e L e e a n d
J o h n L ipsey R i c h e y .



DREAM OF WORLD.TRAVEL COMES TRUE FOR STEVENSON NATIVE .
b y E l i z a Mae Wo o d a l l

Among t h e r a r i t i e s i n l i f e i s t h e p e r f e c t m a t c h o f a p e r s o n
a n d h i s j o b a n d a l l h i s j o b e n t a i l s . S u c h a m a t c h h a s e v o l v e d
between P a u l T. S t e e l e a n d h i s overseas w o r k i n t h e m i d d l e - e a s t .

P a u l , now i n h i s l a t e t h i r t i e s , was b o r n a n d r e a r e d i n
S t e v e n s o n , h i s parents b e i n g W i l l i e H . ( ” S a p “ ) a n d E v e l y n ( T h om a s )
S t e e l e , b o t h descendants of p i o n e e r s e t t l e r s in t h e g r e a t e r
S tevenson a r e a . He has one b r o t h e r , R e a g a n .

The s c h o o l i n g P a u l r e c e i v e d o n l y w h e t t e d h i s i n s a t i a b l e
a p p e t i t e f o r k n ow i n g more and mo r e a b o u t a n c i e n t h i s t o r y t h a t
was t o h i m o n l y t o u c h e d u p O n i n h i s s c h o o l b o o k s . H e wan t e d
t o know more a b o u t t h e c i t i e s , c o u n t r i e s , r i v e r s , and moun ta i n s
o f t h e w o r l d , more abou t g r e a t b a t t l e s a n d e v e n t s t h a t changed
h i s t o r y , more abou t t h e c u l t u r e s and b e l i e f s o f p e o p l e b o t h h e r e
a n d a b r o a d , more a b ou t how t h i n g s wo r k a n d how v a r i o u s t h i n g s
a r e b u i l t , m o r e , more a n d more . E a r l y o n , b e p o u r e d o v e r e n c y c l o ‑
p e d i a s a b s o r b i n g a r e s e r v o i r o f know ledge , l i t t l e d r e am i n g how
i t w o u l d b l e n d in and enhance h i s wo r k as an a d u l t .

H e a t t e n d e d N o r t h e a s t S t a t e f o r two years b e f o r e s e r v i n g
a t w o - y e a r s t i n t i n t h e A r m y . s t a t i o n e d a t F t . S i l l , Ok l a homa ,
h e n e v e r t h e l e s s s p e n t some t i m e a t Reds t one A r s e n a l i n H u n t s v i l l e
a n d a t o t h e r b a s e s i n t h e U . S . L e a v i n g t h e A rm y i n 1 9 7 2 , h e
e n t e r e d TVA O p e r a t o r s T r a i n i n g S c h o o l a t R o g e r v i l l e , Te n n .
F r om t h e r e he went t o Cumbe r l a nd Powe r P l a n t , n e a r E r i n , T e n n . ,
and t h e n t o a p l a n t i n N o r t h Dako t a . I n a l l t h e s e as s i g nmen t s ,
P a u l e x p l o r e d t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a n d l o c a l a t t r a c t i o n s a n d v i s i t e d
w i t h t h e l o c a l p e o p l e ; t h u s h e t h r i l l e d t o t h e s i g h t o f o l d
F a i t h f u l in Yellowstone. The Bad l a n d s , Moun t Rushmore, The Te t o n s ,
E l k and Moose o n H i g h l a n d Meadows i n t h e R o c k i e s , a n d much mo r e .

I n 1979 , P a u l a l l i e d h i m s e l f w i t h a c o n s t r u c t i o n fi r m engaged
i n b u i l d i n g p o w e r p l a n t s f o r f o r e i g n g o v e r nm e n t s . H e was a s s i g n e d
t o a team whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i t was t o t e a c h a n d t r a i n l o c a l
e n g i n e e r s i n undeve l oped c o u n t r i e s t o o p e r a t e t h e n e w l y - b u i l t ‘
s t e a m p l a n t s . Among t h e c h a l l e n g e s i n s u c h a j o b was a t t e m p t i n g
t o impose a t e c h n i c a l o u t l o o k and f r ame o f m i n d o n w o r k e r s who
h a d n o t q u i t e c a u g h t u p w i t h t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . Armed w i t h
o n l y t e x t b o o k know l edge o f t e c h n o l o g y , t h e r e c e n t l y g r a d u a t e d
l o c a l e n g i n e e r s h a d t o b e l e d s l o w l y , s t e p - b y - s t e p t h r o u g h t h e
i n t r i c a c i e s o f o p e r a t i n g a n $ 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 p o w e r p l a n t a f t e r P a u l ' s
s t e am s t a r t e d i t u p . H e h a s c omp a r e d h i s j o b w i t h t h e t a s k o f
mov i ng men o f B i b l i c a l Age O u t l o o k i n one e a s y s t e p t o modern
da y t e c h n o l o g y .

H i s wo r k has been t h e avenue f o r h im t o v i s i t e x o t i c p l a c e s ,
t o make i n t e r n a t i o n a l f r i e n d s h i p s , t o e x p e r i e n c e u n u s u a l f o o d s
and g o u rme t c u i s i n e , t o see t h e fl o r a and fauna o f f o r e i g n l a n d s ,
t o a c q u i r e more t h a n a sm a t t e r i n g o f many l anguages and d i a l e c t s
( H e spea k s Arabic w i t h some fl u em c y ) . a n d t o see fi r s t h a n d and
t o a p p r e c i a t e p e o p l e s and c u l t u r e s s o d i f f e r e n t f r o m S t e v e n s o n ,
Jackson C o u n t y , A labama.

H i s overseas a s s i g nmen t s h a ve been i n Ju 'Aymah and J a b a i l ,
b o t h i n Saud i a A r a b i a , a nd i n C a i r o , E g y p t . I n t h o s e p l a c e s
h e en j o y ed c on t a c t s n o t o n l y w i t h t h e Sa u d i s and t h e E g y p t i a n s ,
b u t a l s o w i t h w o r k e r s f r o m o t h e r c o u n t r i e s who w e r e t h e r e b u i l d i n g
o r t r a i n i n g l o c a l p e o p l e , p e r h a p s i n fi e l d s o t h e r t h a n p o w e r
p l a n t o p e r a t i o n . .

D u r i n g s h o r t v a c a t i o n s , P a u l t r a v e l e d b o t h l o c a l l y a n d t o
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , m o s t l y E u r o p e a n . H e u s u a l l y r e n t e d a c a r , d i d
t h e g r a n d t o u r , a n d t h e n g o t o u t i n t o t h e c o u n t r y s i d e , away f r o m
t h e u s u a l t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n s . O n one r e t u r n home f r om Sa u d i a
A r a b i a , h e e l e c t e d t o t r a v e l e a s t a nd c omp l e t e t h e c i r c u i t a r o u n d
t h e w o r l d . N o t o n a t o u r , h i s t i m e a n d s t o p - o v e r s we re d i c t a t e d
b y h i s own i n t e r e s t s . Thus h e v i s i t e d S r i L a n k a , S i n g a p o r e ,



T h a i l a n d , a n d Hong K o n g . One h a s o n l y t o s e e h i s c o l l e c t i o n
o f o v e r 500 s l i d e s a n d h e a r h i m t a l k t o r e a l i z e t h e d e p t h a n d
s c o p e o f h i s e x p e r i e n c e s .

I a m n o t p e r s o n a l l y a c q u a i n t e d w i t h a n i n d i v i d u a l a s w i d e l y
t r a v e l e d a nd a s k now l e d geab l e a b o u t s u c h a p l e t h o r a o f s u b j e c t s
as P a u l S t e e l e , Stevenson n a t i v e . Y e t he i s so unassum ing t h a t
m o s t S t e v en son i a n s do n o t r e a l i z e w h a t l i e s b e h i n d t h a t c a l m
e x t e r i o r o f h i s .

SULPHUR WELL IS JUST A MEMORY Now

by

S t a n l e y S . Jones

D i d y o u know t h a t a f o u n t a i n o f y o u t h and a c u r e f o r a l l
i n fi r m i t i e s a n d o l d age i s b u r i e d o n t h e n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r o f
t h e Jackson C o u n t y S q u a r e ? Ye s , a c c o r d i n g t o many w i s ea c r e s
and t h e r e s u r r e c t e d memories o f s e v e r a l o l d c o d g e r s , a s u l p h u r
w e l l i s c o v e r e d w i t h a s p h a l t a n d cement a t t h a t e x a c t s p o t .
The a u t h o r remembers t h e w e l l because it was t h e s o u r c e of h i s
fi r s t j o b . A s a l a d o f 1 0 ( 1 9 3 2 ) , h e pumped a n d c a r r i e d a g a l l o n
o f t h a t h e a l t h ‐ r e s t o r i n g , “ s w e e t " s m e l l i n g w a t e r t o M i s s L i z z i e
a n d M r . E r n e s t P a r k s ( b r o t h e r a n d s i s t e r ) e a c h d a y , b e i n g p a i d
5 0 ¢ a week ! B o t h l i v e d to a r i p e o l d a g e !

Some e v e n p r e f e r r e d t h e s u l p h u r " m e d i c i n e " t o a p r e s c r i p ‑
t i o n f r o m P r e s l e y ' s ( l a t e r Hodges ) D r u g S t o r e . I n s t e a d o f s t o p ‑
p i n g a t t h e d r u g s t o r e , e l d e r l y l o c a l s , f r a i l a n d b e n t o f b o d y ,
w o u l d h o b b l e a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t , t a k e s e v e r a l d r i n k s o f t h a t
p o w e r f u l w a t e r , t h e n r u n a n d d a n c e a w a y, s t r a i g h t a s a n a r r o w .

And wha t a s i g h t t o b e h o l d o n " F i r s t Monda y. " T r a d e r s h ad
t o "queue u p " t o g e t a l o n g s l u r p o f t h a t s a l u b r i o u s w a t e r ,
g e t t i n g f o r t i fi e d t o make t h e i r c l e v e r e s t b a r g a i n s o n t h a t b i g
d a y .

The w e l l - s i t e was t h e f a v o r i t e g a t h e r i n g p l a c e e a c h n i g h t
a f t e r b a l l p r a c t i c e f o r C o a c h M i c k e y O ' B r i e n ' s s t a l w a r t s . M i c k e y
w o u l d s p i n y a r n s a b o u t p a s t e x p l o i t s a n d c h a l l e n g e ea c h p l a y e r
t o d r i n k a q u a r t o f t h a t f r a g r a n t p o t i o n . F o r y ou s e e , t h a t
s t r o n g m i x t u r e w o u l d i n d u ce a g o o d n i g h t ' s s l e e p , a s w e l l a s
p r i m e t h e a t h l e t e s f o r g r e a t v i c t o r i e s t h e n e x t d a y .

And d u r i n g t h e w a r y e a r s , O p a l e a S e n t e l l Webb, J o y Page
A i r h e a r t , Ann i e L o u i s e R u s s e l l G e n t r y , e t a l g a t h e r e d e a c h n i g h t
o n t h e s q u a r e n e a r t h e w e l l , s i n g i n g b a t t l e songs and hymns,
a w a i t i n g t h e r e t u r n o f t h e i r gu y s f r o m t h e w a r .

S u r e l y someone w i l l v o l u n t e e r t o l e a d a c rusade i n r e s t o r ‑
i n g t h a t landmark ! A f t e r a l l , i t i s t h e h e r i t a g e o f a l l J a c k s o n
Coun t i a n s . Many who r e a d t h i s a r e h e r e t o da y f o r h a v i n g d r u n k
o f t h a t l o ngev i t y p r o d u c i n g w a t e r !



v»; a»,

mgaokson .equniyv
:':‘
’5

VOLUME TWO, NUMBER TWO JULY 1987

ER IN DAV IS ‑
A PROLOGUE AND A LEGEND

B y Ro b e r t L . ( B o b ) H o d g e s , J r .

O n a b i t t e r l y c o l d da y i n December o f 1 9 8 3 , s i x men s t o o d
hudd l ed a r o u n d a n e w l y o p e n e d g r a v e i n t h e ceme te ry o f a c o u n t r y
c hu r c h i n D u t t o n , A labama, o n S a n d M o u n t a i n , whe re t h e y h a d bo rne
t h e c o f fi n o f E r i n M c G r i f f D a v i s . A s t h e m i n i s t e r i n t o n e d t h e
l a s t r i t e s , one o f t h em , a f o rm e r s t u d e n t , b r a c e d a g a i n s t t h e
b i t e o f t h e c o l d , l o o k i n g down a t t h e fl owe r s bedeck i ng t h e c a s k e t ,
a n d t h o u g h t o f a p r o l o g u e a n d a t e a c h e r who l o v e d g r o w i n g fl o w e r s .

The w o r d s s t i l l came t o h i m f r om o v e r t w e n t y - fi v e y e a r s
b e f o r e , a s t h e y h a d f o n d l y , t o many o f h e r f o rm e r s t u d e n t s when ‑
' e v e r t h e y g a t h e r e d t o r em i n i s c e . A s t h e mourners b e g a n t o d r i f t
away t o t h e w a r m t h o f t h e l i t t l e c o u n t r y c h u r c h , a n d t h e c a s k e t
was l owe r ed t o r e s t b e s i d e t h a t o f h e r h u sband , h e t h o u g h t o f
Chauce r ' s " P r o l o g u e , “ a n d o f how t o l e g i o n s o f h i g h s c h o o l s t u d e n t s
who p a s s e d o u t o f h e r c l a s s r o om d o o r i n t o t h e w o r l d , t h e comm i t ‑
men t t o memory o f t h o s e wo r d s a n d t h e r e c i t a t i o n o f t h a t p r o l o g u e
i n t h e o l d E n g l i s h d i a l e c t o f t h e M i d d l e A g e s , was p a r t o f t h e
d i s c i p l i n e s h e l i v e d i n t h e c l a s s r o om , a d i s c i p l i n e o f l e a r n i n g
s o c e n t r a l t o h e r b e l i e f s a nd h e r t e a c h i n g ph i l o s oph y and so
common t o a l l who h a d me t h e r r e q u i r e m e n t s . And y e t , h e t h o u g h t ,
a s t h e r e d m o u n t a i n d i r t was s h o v e l e d o v e r , i t was a d i s c i p l i n e
so t e m p e r e d w i t h en t hus i a sm and c om p a s s i o n f o r t h e f u t u r e o f
a l l h e r c h a r g e s t h a t h e h a d o f t e n t h o u g h t o f h e r a s a k i n d o f
M e t h o d i s t M o t h e r S u p e r i o r i n t h e c lass room. .

"Whatever y o u d o , " s h e h a d s a i d to h i m in t h o s e l a s t d a y s
o f h i s s e n i o r y e a r so many y e a r s a g o , “wha teve r y o u d o , w r i t e .
D o n ' t e v e r y o u l e t t h a t g o . I wan t y o u t o w r i t e . "

And s o had s h e c o u n s e l l e d many who we r e l e a v i n g h e r i n t h e
f o r t y - e i g h t y e a r s s h e g r a c e d t h e t e a c h i n g p r o f e s s i o n ‐ - t o w r i t e ,
t o g o i n t o b u s i n e s s , t o g o o n i n b a s k e t b a l l , t o t e a c h , t o b e
a m i n i s t e r , and s o o n . I t was a s i f s h e had some i n s i g h t t h e y
h a d n o t , i n t h e i r y o u n g y e a r s t o know wha t was o u t t h e r e f o r
t hem , t o p e r c e i v e some s p e c i a l t a l e n t , a n d t o i n c i t e t h e n u r t u r i n g
o f i t . A n d , i n t h e ways s h e b r o u g h t t h a t a b o u t , a n d i n t h e
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f t h o s e s h e s e n t o u t i n t o t h e w o r l d ' s c o l l e g e s
a n d m a r k e t p l a c e s a n d a rmed s e r v i c e s a n d g o v e r n m e n t s , s h e made
f o r h e r s e l f , q u i t e w i t h o u t f a n f a r e , a l e g e n d .

T h e l e g e n d b e g an when s h e was b o r n t o W i l l i a m E a r l a n d
M a r y E l l e n M c G r i f f , i n A l b e r t v i l l e , A l abama , o n O c t o b e r 1 , 1 9 0 3 ,
t h e o l d e s t o f s i x c h i l d r e n , f o u r o f whom we r e g i r l s . when s h e
was a s m a l l c h i l d , h e r p a r e n t s moved to H o d g e , A l abama , n e a r
D u t t o n , a n d h e r f a t h e r e s t a b l i s h e d a s t o r e a t D u t t o n . T h e r e
was a r ud imen t a r y s c h o o l of s o r t s n e a r b y , adminis tered by P r o f ‑
e s s o r C y r u s U l r i c h , o f German d e s c e n t . U l r i c h was t h e fi r s t
r e a l i n fl u e n c e u p o n h e r , b y a l l a c c o u n t s , w h i c h p r o b a b l y s e t
h e r e a r l y o n a p a t h t o w a r d t h e t e a c h i n g p r o f e s s i o n . H e w o u l d
s t o p b y t h e M c G r i f f S t o r e , a n d , b e i n g b e s e i g e d b y her o n h i s
v i s i t s , fi n a l l y u r g e d h e r p a r e n t s to l e t h e r accompany h i m to
s c h o o l . S h e d i d , a n d , a t a g e f o u r , b e g a n h e r educa t i on .

I t was C y r u s U l r i c h who g a v e h e r h e r fi r s t b o o k , a copy
o f J o hn M i l t o n ' s "Pa rad i se L o s t . " She che r i shed i t , a n d , i n
t h o s e t e n d e r y e a r s , i t was h e r c o n s t a n t c o m p a n i o n . H e r i ns i s tence
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o f t h i s c e n t u r y a s an e n e r g e t i c a n d en t hus i a s t i c l i t t l e g i r l
w i t h a t h i r s t f o r l e a r n i n g . N e l l i e N i c h o l s , i n t h o s e d a y s a t
U l r i c h ' s s c h o o l a c h i l d o f 1 2 y e a r s , now 9 1 y e a r s - o f - a g e , r e c a l l s
t h a t s he and a f r i e n d , Mae Chaney, made a " p a c k - s a d d l e " w i t h
t h e i r hands a n d c a r r i e d E r i n t o S c h o o l .

H e r v e r y fi r s t t e a c h e r , C y r u s U l r i c h , l i e s b u r i e d a s c a n t
d i s tance f r om E r i n ‘ D a v i s , i n a n o t h e r s m a l l c o u n t r y c h u r c h y a r d
a t Chaney ' s C h a p e l , n e a r D u t t o n . He d i e d November 2 4 , 1927.

s h e at tended h i g h s c h o o l a t Jacksonv i l le a n d Jacksonv i l l e
No rma l a t Jacksonv i l l e , A labama, a n d , i n h e r tenu re t h e r e as
a s t u d e n t , e x c e l l e d in women 's basketba l l . H e r s i s t e r , I r i s
Reed , remembers s e e i n g E r i n i n t h o s e d a y s o n l y o n v a c a t i o n s ,

She t h e n a t t ended t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Alabama, where h e r da y s
a s an unde r g r a d ua t e were d i s t i n g u i s h e d b y academic e x c e l l e n c e ,
h e r ma r r i a g e t o Newman D a v i s , t h e b i r t h o f a c h i l d , M a r g a r e t
E l l e n , a n d g r a d u a t i o n f r om t h e U n i v e r s i t y w i t h a n A l l - A r e c o r d ,
a bachelor 's deg r ee in educat ion , and a P h i Beta Kappa k e y . She
was o n l y t h e t h i r t e en t h woman t o r e ce i v e t h a t k e y t h e r e .

In l a t e r y e a r s , a f t e r t h e d ea t h of h e r husband, to whom
she was devoted, s he c o n fi d e d t o h e r a t t o r n e y , t h e fo rmer s t u d e n t :

"He was a l o v e l y man. I a d o r e d h i m . "
I n t h e same conve r s a t i o n she r em i n i s c ed w i t h t h e f o rme r

s t u d e n t o f t h e t i m e when h e r husband p r o p o s e d t o h e r . The a c c o u n t
o f t h i s i s , b y b e s t r e c o l l e c t i o n , a s f o l l ow s :

" I was i n l o v e w i t h h i m . I knew i t , a n d I knew h e was t h e
man I wan t e d t o m a r r y . O n h i s v i s i t s t o m y f a t h e r ' s house , h e
ha d n o t i c e d , a s had many p e o p l e , t h a t m y f a t h e r s p e n t a g r e a t
d e a l o f h i s t i m e a t home d o i n g cho r e s a r o u n d t h e house a n d i n
t h e y a r d , a n d t o o k g r e a t p r i d e i n i t . Newman, t h i s p a r t i c u l a r
a f t e rnoon , had t a k e n me f o r a d r i v e a n d , s u r e e n o u g h , p r o p o s e d .
B u t b e f o r e t h e m a t t e r was cOnc luded, he s a i d : ,

‘Now E r i n , t h e r e ' s s ome t h i n g I have t o t e l l y o u abou t me
be f o r e y o u g i v e m e y o u r a n s w e r . "

M y h e a r t s k i p p e d a b e a t , a n d i t was one o f t h e mo s t a n x i o u s
moments o f m y l i f e . I t h o u g h t , ' O h , L o r d , wha t i s h e g o i n g t o
t e l l me? H e i s s u c h a b e a u t i f u l man a n d I d o s o w a n t t o m a r r y
h i m , and now h e i s g o i n g t o t e l l m e s ome t h i n g a w f u l a b o u t h i m ‑
s e l f . ‘

And Newman s a i d t h e n : '
' E r i n , y o u n e e d t o know t h i s . I d o n o t d o y a r d w o r k . ‘
She a c t u a l l y began h e r t each i ng ca ree r b e f o r e h e r g r a d u a t i o n

f r om t h e Un i v e r s i t y, a n d h e r fi r s t p o s i t i o n was a t B r i d g e p o r t ,
where she was h i r e d as a home economics t e a c h e r , b u t a c t u a l l y
t a u g h t E n g l i s h .

She ma r r i e d Newman Dav i s i n 1923, and h e r d augh t e r was bo r n
i n S o u t h P i t t s b u r g , where she t a u g h t n e x t , a n d t h e r e t a u g h t
home economics.

They moved t o O x f o r d , Alabama, where she con t i n ued t o t e a c h
home economics f o r t h r e e y e a r s a n d E n g l i s h f o r seven y e a r s .
I t was a t O x f o r d whe re she had a s a s t u d e n t a young a t h l e t e named
Q . K . "Dus t y " C a r t e r . I n l a t e r y e a r s , h e was a h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l
a n d be loved baske t ba l l c o a c h on t h e same f a c u l t y w i t h h e r a t
Sco t t s bo r o , Alabama. Hav i n g been u n d e r h e r t u t e l a g e as a s t u d e n t ,
Coach C a r t e r t o o k e x t r a s t e p s t o i n s u r e t h a t h i s ba s ke t ba l l
p l a y e r s mainta ined t h e i r e l e g i b i l i t y , a n d , many d a y s o f t h e s c h o o l
y e a r , one c o u l d h e a r , f r om w i t h i n h i s o f fi c e in t h e gymnas ium,
t h e l i n e s o f Edga r A l l e n P o e ' s "The Raven , “ a nd o t h e r c l a s s i c a l
E r i n D a v i s - r e q u i r e d r e a d i n g , w renched b y r o t e f r om t h e t h r o a t s
o f a l l - s t a t e a t h l e t e s .

A f t e r O x f o r d , t h e t h r e e Dav ises moved on to Montgomery,
Alabama, where E r i n t a u g h t at S idney L a n i e r H i g h S c h o o l f o r fi v e
y e a r s . -They t h e n r e t u r n e d t o Jackson C o u n t y, Alabama, where
E r i n t a u g h t a t P i s g a h H i g h S c h o o l f o r two y e a r s .

In t h e s c h o o l y e a r of 1942-43, s h e came to Jackson Coun t y
H i g h Schoo l a t S co t t s bo r o , a n d t h e r e j o i n e d a f a c u l t y wh i c h included
Coach Mickey O ' B r i e n , h e r brother-in-law. H e r career t h e r e
included, of course, E n g l i s h c l a sses , p u b l i c s peak i ng , a n d a
r o l e which became ve r y s p e c i a l t o he r - - t he s u p e r v i s i o n o f commence‑
men t exercises f o r t h e s e n i o r c l a s s eve ry y e a r . It seemed to
be a s p e c 1 a l o ccas i on f o r h e r , as i f t h i s e v e n t were t h e f r u i t i o n
of a l l h e r e f f o r t s , t h e coming t o g e t h e r of a l l t h e excel lence
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s h e s t r i v e d f o r i n h e r s t u d e n t s . She g a v e t o i t a sense o f d i g n i t y ,
i n s i s t e d on i t , a n d s p a r e d no me t i c u l ous d e t a i l i n p r e s e r v i n g
b o t h t h e pomp a n d circumstance of i t . H e r a t t e n t i o n to d e t a i l
a n d h e r d i s c i p l i n e c a n t o d a y b e s e e n i f o n e s i m p l y t a k e s a s t r o l l
down t h e h a l l o f t h e o l d J a c k s o n C o u n t y H i g h S c h o o l a n d l o o k s
a t t h e c om p o s i t e o f e a c h g r a d u a t i n g c l a s s . A l o c a l p h o t o g r a p h e r ,
one o f h e r f o rme r s t u d e n t s , r e c a l l s t h a t t h e s e n i o r c l a s s p i c t u r e
e a c h y e a r , b y h e r r e q u i r e m e n t s , f e a t u r e d a l l t h e g i r l s i n e a c h
s e n i o r c l a s s d ressed i n swea t e r s w i t h w h i t e d i c k e y c o l l a r s .
I t was o n l y a f t e r h e r r e t i r em e n t t h a t t h e g i r l s i n t h e s e n i o r
c l a s s were p e r m i t t e d to be p i c t u r e d , as is fash ionab le now, w i t h
b a r e shou lders d r a p e d . I t was a s m a l l a n d b a r e l y n o t i c e ab l e
r u l e o f h e r s , b u t s o c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f h e r r i g i d d i s c i p l i n e a n d
ded i c a t i o n t o e x ce l l e n c e and d e t a i l - ‐ a s m a l l f a c e t o f t h e l e g e n d .

I t i s a l e g e n d t h a t l i v e s t o d a y , a n d p e r h a p s , a s h e r f o rme r
s t u d e n t s t a l k t o t h e i r g r a n d c h i l d r e n o f t h e r i g o r o f t h e o l d
d a y s , i s embe l l i shed u p o n a n d e n l a r g e d . A n y l e g e n d , by t h e g e n e r ‑
a t i o n s who p e r p e t u a t e i t , comes t o b e g t h e t r u t h , a f t e r t i m e
e n o u g h h a s p a s s e d . The c o n t i n u i n g t r u t h o f t h i s one i s i n l e g i o n s
of h e r s t u den t s who have g o n e on to e s t a b l i s h themselves in
c o l l e g e s a n d u n i v e r s i t i e s , many o f them i n advanced E n g l i s h c l a s s ‑
e s , where t h e y have e x c e l l e d w i t h t h e t o o l s O f grammar s h e made
a lm o s t i n s t i n c t i v e , a n d w i t h t h e p ow e r o f c om p r e h e n s i o n a n d w r i t ‑
t e n e x p r e s s i o n she commanded i n h e r c lass room, and w i t h t h e f a m i l ‑
i a r i t y w i t h g r e a t w o r k s o f l i t e r a t u r e s h e u t i l i z e d t o t e a c h t h em
a l l , i n a s u b t l e a n d b e a u t i f u l w a y, how t o b e b e t t e r human b e i n g s .

The c o n t i n u i n g t r u t h o f h e r l e g e n d i s a l s o i n t h e many who
d i d n o t go on t o c o l l e g e , b u t who became f r e s h f r o m h e r c l a s s r oom
e x p e r i e n c e s , p a r e n t s a n d c i t i z e n s a n d b u i l d e r s o f t h e c ommun i t i e s
t h e y l i v e i n t o d a y . She ga v e them a g l i mm e r o f some human v a l u e s
t h r o u g h t h e l i n e s o f R o b e r t B u r n s t o " . . . s e e o u r s e l v e s a s o t h e r s
see u s . . . “ b y t h e e t e r n a l t r u t h s o f a Sha k e s p e a r e a n cha rac t e r ' s
w a r n i n g t h a t " . . . a l l t h a t g l i t t e r s i s n o t g o l d . . . , " a n d Macbe t h ' s
somber reminder o f t h e f r a g i l i t y o f l i f e a s " . . . a p o o r p l a y e r
t h a t s t r u t s a n d f r e t s h i s h o u r u p o n t h e s t a g e , a n d t h e n i s h e a r d
n o m o r e . . . " She touched h e r s t u den t s w i t h t h e p r o f o u n d l o v e "
between man a n d woman in l e a d i n g them t h r o u g h t h e wo rds of E l i z ‑
a b e t h B a r r e t B r ow n i n g ' s “How d o I l o v e t h e e ? L e t m e c o u n t t h e
w a y s . . . " I n t hose che r i s hed moments i n h e r c l a s s r oom , t h e h e a r t
o f many a c a l l u s e d farmboy has been made t o s o a r w i t h a poem ,
and t h e w i l l ; a n d de termina t ion to s u c c e e d h a s been fi r e d in
t h e s o u l o f many a q u i e t a n d t i m i d y o u t h .

T he c o n t i n u i n g t r u t h o f h e r l e g e n d e x i s t s t o d a y i n t h e
memories o f h e r c o l l e a g u e s i n t h e p r o f e s s i o n , who w r i t e t o t h e
f o rme r s t u d e n t t h e s e a c c o u n t s :

"The M a s t e r Te a c h e r . "
" To u g h . “
"An i n d i v i d u a l ded i c a t ed t o e x c e l l e n c e , whe t he r i t b e t e a c h ‑

i n g , b r i d g e p l a y i n g , homemaking o r fl o w e r g a r d e n i n g . "
“ . . .no one c o u l d deny t h a t s he mo t i v a t e d h e r s t u den t s t o

d o g r e a t t h i n g s w i t h t h e i r l i v e s . "
"He r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e t e a c h i n g p r o f e s s i o n a n d t h e g r e a t

i n fluence she h a s e x e r t e d on h e r s t u d e n t s w i l l l o n g be remembered "
O n May 2 1 , 1 971 , E r i n M c G r i f f t a u g h t h e r l a s t c l a s s a t

Sco t t s bo r o H i g h S c h o o l , a f t e r a lmos t h a l f a c e n t u r y i n t h e t e a c h ‑
i n g p r o f e s s i o n . O n December 2 6 , 1983 , s h e d i e d , and t h e p r o l o g u e
t o t h e l e g e n d ended .

O n t h a t b i t t e r l y c o l d d a y i n December o f 1983 , a t t h e g r a v e ‑
s i d e , h e r f o rme r s t u d en t - t u r n ed - p a l l b e a r e r t h o u g h t a l s o t h a t
he c o u l d see h e r s t a n d i n g in t h a t c lass room many y e a r s a g o ,
w a i t i n g f o r an answer f r om h im w i t h those forebod ing e y e s , w i t h
t h a t s t e r n j a w t h a t t o l e r a t e d n o t h i n g l e s s t h a n an ex ce l l e n ce
r e s p o n s e , a n d w i t h t h e h i n t o f a s m i l e t h a t b e t r a y e d h e r e a g e r ‑
ness t o p r o p e l h i m i n t o some i n t e l l e c t u a l deba t e s h e knew s h e
w o u l d have f u n w i n n i n g . .

Among h e r p e r s o n a l be l ong i ngs l e f t t o h e r f a m i l y i s a s m a l l
b o o k c o n t a i n i n g a c o l l e c t i o n o f p o e t r y w r i t t e n b y h e r f o rme rstudenth h i s fi r s t p u b l i s h e d w o r k . O n t h e fl y l e a f i s t h i s
i n s c r i p t i o n i n h i s h a n dw r i t i n g , g i v e n h e r y e a r s b e f o r e h e r d e a t h :

" To E r i n Davis‐who l i t t h e fi r s t c a n d l e in my darkness. "
A n d , a s h e r f o rme r s t u d e n t s i t s h e r e i n h i s s t u d y t o w r i t e
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these wo r d s , p e r p e t u a t i n g h e r l e g e n d , h e r e c a l l s h e r command
t o a n e i g h t e e n - y e a r - o l d b o y t o . . . ” w h a t e v e r y o u d o , w r i t e . . .
d o n ' t e v e r y o u l e t t h a t g o . . . w r i t e . ” And s o h e does , a n d , i n
t h e p u r s u i t o f e x c e l l e n c e , h e can see t h a t fi r s t c a n d l e , s t i l l
b u r n i n g in h i s darkness .

The a u t h o r w ishes t o e x p r e s s a p p r e c i a t i o n t o a l l p e r s o n s
who c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s P r o l o g u e a n d L e g e n d t h r o u g h t h e i r r e s p o n s e
t o h i s r e q u e s t f o r t h e i r r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f M r s ; D a v i s . They a r e
h e r d a u g h t e r , M a r g a r e t E l l e n ( D a v i s ) H o d g e s : h e r s i s t e r s : M r s .
I r i s ( M cG r i f f ) Reed a n d M r s . B e r n i c e ( M cG r i f f ) P o w e l l ; h e r f o rme r
t e a c h i n g c o l l e a g u e s ; many fo rmer s t u d e n t s ; a n d t h e a u t h o r ' s
9 1 - y e a r - o l d g r a n dmo t h e r , N e l l i e N i c h o l s , who was t h e r e a t t h e
beg inn ing .

EDITOR'S NOTE: The a u t h o r is Robe r t (Bob ) Hodges , J r . s o n of
t h e l a t e R . L . H o d g e s , S r . H i s mo t h e r , M r s . Frances ( N i c h o l s )
Hodge s , r e s i d e s i n Sco t t sbo ro . Robe r t ( B o b ) Hodges i s a 1957
g r a d u a t e o f Jackson Cou n t y H i g h S c h o o l , where h e was p r e s i d e n t
o f h i s s e n i o r c l a s s . H e g r a d u a t e d f r om t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Alabama
Schoo l o f L aw i n 1963. I n 1982, h e was e l e c t e d t o t h e c i r c u i t
j udgesh ip in Jackson Co u n t y, Alabama. Bob is a l s o a p u b l i s h e d
p o e t .

- - ‐ I N PRAISE OF SMALL TOWN PLEASUREs‐-~

B y B e t t y R u t h H e n n i n g e r

I b e l i e v e God , i n H i s i n fi n i t e wisdom, made t h r e e k i n d s
o f p e o p l e , n am e l y : C i t y F o l k s , C o u n t r y F o l k s , and Sma l l t own
F o l k s .

S i n c e I ' m o f t h e m i n d and p e d i g r e e o f t h e l a t e r , i t s u i t s
me j u s t fi n e to l i v e where I l i v e , i n S tevenson , Alabama, p o p u l a t i o n
2 , 5 68 , and I r e a l l y d o n ' t c a r e much i f i t s t a y s r i g h t t h e r e !
I ' m n o t a g o o d member f o r t h e Chamber of Commerce, n o r w o u l d
I be a g o o d cand ida te f o r M a y o r . I l i k e i t j u s t t h i s s i z e , a n d
I ' d l i k e t o k e e p i t t h i s w a y ! '

I n eve r l i v e d i n many c i t i e s , t h a n k f u l l y , a n d o n l y f o r s h o r t
per iods o f t i m e . Howeve r, t h o s e t imes made m e a p p r e c i a t e where
I l i v e now more t h a n e v e r . I n f a c t , now I u s e t r i p s t o t h e c i t y
a s a p r a y e r t i m e , t h a n k i n g God o v e r a n d o v e r t h a t ' I d o n ' t l i v e
i n one, and rem ind i ng Him t h a t I ' m g e t t i n g back home as f a s t
as I can. ‘Somet imes, I even p r a y o u t l o u d , "Thank God t h a t I
d o n ' t l i v e in t h i s me s s " as t r a f fi c b u i l d s up andspeeds by me
a n d gas fumes n e a r l y choke me.

Now I r e a l i z e t h e r e a r e breeds o f p e o p l e who wou ld shudder
a t t h e t h o ugh t o f s p end i n g one d a y he r e in S tevenson , b u t t h a t ' s
a s i t should b e , and t h a t i s why w e have b i g p o p u l a t i o n s l i v i n g
i n o u r c i t i e s .

To s u p p o r t m y t h e o r y o f t h e p l e a s u r e s o f l i v i n g i n a s m a l l
t own , a n d e s p e c i a l l y o u r s m a l l t own , l e t m e name a f e w . Yo u
w i l l b e a b l e t o a p p l y these t o y o u r f a v o r i t e l i t t l e town l i s t s
and can even name some o t h e r s . W e l l , I c o u l d a d d a f ew more
b u t t h a t ' s r i s k y bus iness h e r e un l e s s y o u can ba c k i t up w i t h
e x a c t d a t e s and/or a g e s or f a m i l y names, and who wan t s t h a t
monkey on y o u r back?

Te l e p h o n e s a r e a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f s m a l l town l i f e . Yo u
r e a l i z e y o u c o u l d h o p i n t h e c a r a n d b e a t t h e house y o u a r e
c a l l i n g a lmost a s q u i c k l y a s i t t a k e s t o d i a l , b u t y o u c o u l d
n o t p e e l p o t a t o e s or c a p st rawberr ies or d i a p e r a baby i f y o u
d rove over. . so we p h o n e .

One d e fi n i t i o n o f a s m a l l town i s even when y o u g e t a wrong
number y o u can s t i l l t a l k f o r 15 minutes and e n j o y i t .

Then t h e r e i s t h e mys t e r y o f n o t fi n d i n g a f r i e n d ' s number
in t h e p h o n e boo k , o n l y to remember y o u ' r e l o o k i n g f o r h e r maiden
name and s h e ' s been m a r r i e d 3 8 y e a r s ! O r answer y o u r p h o n e ,
r ea l i ze she has d i a l e d a wrong number, t h e n end up g i v i n g t h e
c o r r e c t number because y o u r e c o g n i z e t h e v o i c e o f a n o l d f r i e n d
a n d know o f h e r bad e y e s i g h t .

I n a sm a l l town everybody knows n e i g h b o r s ' p e t s b y name,
l i k e Sandy B o g a r , Duchess S t ew a r t , o r R u s t y Henn inge r. They
a r e a l l f r i ends an d y o u t e n d t hem when t h e i r owners a r e away
a n d t h e n t h e y t e n d y o u r s whether i t ' s a d o g , c a t , t u r t l e , or
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fi s h . Then o n t h e o t h e r h a n d t h e p e t s k n ow who t o v i s i t f o r
h a n d o u t . j u s t l i k e t h e c h i l d r e n d o . I t i s a n u nde r s t o o d s m a l l
t own code .

N e i g h b o r s a r e f o r b o r r o w i n g f r o m ; a c u p o f s u g a r o r 2 p o t a t o e s .
O n e f r i e n d a n d I h a v e a c i r c u l a t i n g r i b o f c e l e r y w h i c h w e n e v e r
r e p a y , w e j u s t sw a p . Oh , a n d t h e summer v e g e t a b l e s s h a r e d b y
f r i e n d s make t h em t a s t e b e t t e r . T h e f o o d s h owe r e d o n a f a m i l y
a t t h e d e a t h o f a l o v e d o n e i s u n b e l i e v a b l e . T h e r e a r e numbe r l e s s
p i e s " c a k e s , hams , a n d c a s s e r o l e s g i v e n t o s a y , " I c a r e , I l o v e
y o u a n d I ' m s o r r y " . T h i s i s s m a l l t o w n c om p a s s i o n . I t r e fl e c t s
i n t h e a f f e c t i o n shown s e n i o r c i t i z e n s a n d m e n t a l l y h and i c apped
c i t i z e n s . I n a c i t y t h i s s e r v i c e mu s t b e b o u g h t , b u t h e r e t h e y
a r e t r e a t e d w i t h tenderness and f r i e n d l i n e s s . O u r o l d e r f o l k s
can d r i v e l o n g e r , a t t e n d c h u r c h l o n g e r and t a k e p a r t i n c i v i c
f u n c t i o n s l o n g e r because a f r i e n d e s c o r t s them and t h e y f e e l
welcome.

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , w e d o ha v e a f e w p r e j u d i c e s s u c h a s f o o t ‑
b a l l r i v a l r i e s handed down f r o m g e n e r a t i o n t o g e n e r a t i o n i n
f a m i l i e s , b u t t h a n k goodness t h e y d i s appea r a f t e r t h e b o w l games ‘
a n d p o p u p a g a i n e v e r y f a l l . I t ' s t h e same way w i t h o u r p o l i t i c s .
W e a l l know w e c a n ' t change a n y o n e ' s b e l i e f s i n t h i s fi e l d , b u t
w e w o u l d n ' t t r a d e p l a c e s w i t h b i g c i t y p o l i t i c s f o r t h e . w o r l d .
We know and we unde r s t and . Then t o o , r e l i g i o n comes i n f o r i t ' s
s ha r e of d iscuss ions and a r g um e n t s , b u t i t i s u s u a l l y g o o d n a t u r e d
and i s w i t h a l o v i n g a t t i t u d e t h a t w e w o r k t o g e t h e r .

When a s i r e n sounds o r a fi r e t r u c k p u l l s o u t , y o u h a v e
t o know whe re t h e fi r e i s b u r n i n g . I t m a t t e r s because y o u c a r e .
Same way w i t h t h e amb u l a n c e , when y o u s e e i t r u S h b y , y o u w o r r y
a n d f r e t u n t i l y o u fi n d o u t wh o i s t h e o c c u p a n t , a n d h i s c o n d i t i o n ,
o r t h e s c e n e ' o f a w r e c k s c a r e s y o u s i c k , o r t h a t i s how w e r e a c t
i n S t e v e n s o n . N o t c u r i o s i t y , b u t c a r i n g . C i t y f o l k s d o n ' t w r i n g
t h e i r hands o v e r a s i r e n ' s p i e r c i n g s c r e am , t h e y j u s t t u r n t h e m
o f f a s w e d o a l e a k y f a u c e t , a s j u s t a b o t h e r .

How many c i t y f o l k s know where t h e c a r i n f r o n t o f t hem
i s g o i n g t o t u r n ? ? ? ? N o t o n e , b u t h e r e w e know i f i t ' s Sunday
mo r n i n g a n d i t i s M i s s , t h a t s h e i s g o i n g t o t u r n a t t h e
Me t hod i s t Chu r ch . O r we c a n r e c o g n i z e t h e s o u n d o f a f r i e n d ' s
h o r n . O r see a c e r t a i n c a r p o k i n g a l o n g i n f r o n t , t h e n w e know
t o s l ow down and w a i t cause M r . d o e s n ' t h e a r w e l l and
y o u d o n ' t wan t t o f r i g h t e n h im b y w h i z z i n g o n a r o und . Some
f o l k s t a k e a l i t t l e w i d e r c u r v e t o make a t u r n s o y o u p u l l o v e r
t o g i v e t h em room o r maybe t h e y h a v e c a t a r a c t s a n d t h e y make
a w i de s w i n g t o t u r n i n t h e i r d r i v e w a y . A n o t h e r c o d e o f s m a l l
town manners t h a t w e g r ew u p o b s e r v i n g because w e c a r e .

When y o u a r e w o r k i n g i n y o u r y a r d , f r i e n d s w i l l p u l l u p ,
t u r n o f f t h e i r e n g i n e s a n d h a v e a g o o d c h a t . The re a r e s p r i n g
a n d f a l l v i s i t s ! I t i s g o od t o r e s t a n d lean o n y o u r r a k e o r
j u s t c r a w l i n and s i t down i n t h e c a r t o v i s i t .

I n S t e v e n s o n we u s e c e r t a i n r e c i p e s o v e r a n d o v e r because
w e know t h e c o o k who p a s s e d them o n t o u s , a nd h e r b r a n d o f
c o o k i n g . We t e n d e d t o r e a d a n ew c o o k b o o k , compare a r e c i p e
w i t h o u t o l d d o g e a r r e d o n e , t h e n k e e p t u r n i n g t h e pages because
t h e y n e v e r b e a t w h a t we a l r e a d y u s e . I s t h i s c a l l e d s t ubbo rness
o r l o y a l t y ? A t a c o v e r e d - d i s h s u p p e r y o u c a n know immed i a t e l y
who b r o u g h t wha t b y t h e d i s h p a t t e r n , o r t h e s h a p e o f t h e s a l a d
m o l d o r y o u know M a r y a lwa y s b r i n g s f r i e d c o r n , Ruth makes t h a t
g o o d a s p i c a n d M i s s M y r t l e makes t h e w o r l d ' s b e s t C a r m e l P i e ;
a n d B e t t y C a p e r t o n ' s c h o c o l a t e c a k e r e c i p e has b e e n a r o u n d t h e
w o r l d t w i c e . T hen t o o , Emma b r o u g h t e s c a l l o p e d o y s t e r , M a r y
C l a i r ' s p o t a t o s a l a d was i n a c l a s s b y i t s e l f a n d M i s s S a l l y ' s
d r e s s i n g wa s u n i q u e because n o t h i n g was measured a n d she s a i d
y o u c o u l d n ' t p u t i n t o o many e g g s . These t r i e d a n d t r u e r e c i p e s
have been c a l l e d home f o r ( l o n g d i s t a n c e ) many t i m e s b y v i s i t o r s
a n d c h i l d r e n , now g r o w n - u p . Yo u w o u l d n ' t t h i n k o f s e r v i n g o r
g i v i n g a r e c i p e f o r Chop S u e y t h a t was n o t E a r l y n n ' s . I t i s
s o homey, t h i s c o o k i n g w i t h s m a l l t o w n h i s t o r y s t i r r e d i n t o o u r
f o o d . When a r e c i p e h a s p l e a s e d t h r e e g e n e r a t i o n s o f a f a m i l y ,
i t becomes a t r a d i t i o n a n d a n i t e m w o r t h y o f n o t e i n t h e f a m i l y

I
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B i b l e . I l o v e i t . M y G r a n n y ' s r e c i p e f o r s p a g h e t t i w o u l d s e n d
a r e a l I t a l i a n i n t o s p a s m s , b u t i t i s t h e o n e I ' v e u s e d f o r y e a r s
on t h e windowrwash ing days . G o o d , f a s t , a n d c h e a p .

A n o t h e r l i t t l e t own n o v e l t y b r i n g s t o m i n d o u r c e m e t e r i e s ,
t h e y a r e f r i e n d l y , e d u c a t i o n a l , a n d e x c i t i n g . T h e y e x p l a i n many
f a m i l y connec t i ons .

O n a s t r o l l w i t h c h i l d r e n , i t i s a g o o d way t o t e l l t h e m
s t o r i e s a b o u t t h e i r a n c e s t o r s a n d t h e y w i l l remember a g r e a t ‑
g r a n d f a t h e r when t o l d t h a t h e was a c o n d u c t o r o n t h e s o u t h e r n
R a i l r o a d a n d r a i s e d p r i z e I r i s h S e t t e r s . r a t h e r t h a n j u s t r e a d i n g
h i s name i n a f a m i l y B i b l e . T h e y l e a r n some m a t h b y s u b t r a c t i n g
t h e b i r th d a t e s f r o m t h e d e a t h d a t e s o f t h e i r g r a n d m o t h e r ' s
b r o t h e r t o g e t h i s a g e when h e d i e d .

Some names o n t h e g r a v e s t o n e b r i n g t o m i n d o f t t o l d t a l e s
o f p r a c t i c a l j o k e s y o u h e a r d a s a c h i l d , a n d y o u w a t c h c h i l d r e n
chase a b a l l a c r o s s s e v e r a l g r a v e s a n d y o u k n o w t h e i r f u n i s
r e p e a t i n g a p a s t g e n e r a t i o n ' s l o v e o f s p o r t s . T h e i r r o o t s a n d
b l o o d l i n e s a r e made more i n t e r e s t i n g a n d u n d e r s t a n d a b l e and ‑
y o u h o p e w i l l i n s p i r e i n t h e m t h e l o v e o f f a m i l y t i e s . .

S t e v e n s o n h a s i t s s h a r e o f o l d homes t h a t h a v e f a s c i n a t i n g
s t o r i e s t o t e l l o f f a m i l i e s who have l i v e d h e r e . To b e a b l e
t o s a y m y g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r l i v e d i n t h i s h o u s e , g i v e s m e a wann
sense of b e l o n g i n g . Or to s a y , "My grandparents c o u r t e d h e r e
a t t h i s v e r y s p o t o n Sunday a f t e r n o o n ” . I t i s s u c h j o y t o w a t c h
a n o l d home b e i n g l o v i n g l y r e s t o r e d b y a y o u n g c o u p l e . A n o l d
h o u s e , s u c h a s t h e J a c o w a y home h a s a r i c h C i v i l W a r h i s t o r y
t o t e a c h a l o c a l h i s t o r y c l a s s , a n d a l s o t h e S t o n e R e s e r v o i r
h o l d i n g c o l d s p r i n g w a t e r a f t e r 125 y e a r s w i t h s t i l l n o m o r t a r
b e t w e e n t h e s t o n e s . To v i s i t a n o l d house t h a t h a s h o u s e d f o u r
g e n e r a t i o n s o f t h e same f a m i l y g i v e s i t a p a t i n a a new h o u s e
c a n ' t m a t c h . B a n i s t e r s t h a t h a v e h a d c h i l d r e n s l i d e down t h e m
f o r a 100 y e a r s f e e l a s s m o o t h a s s a t i n t o t h e t o u c h . Then t o
know one o f t h e ' s l i d d e r s ' i n h i s m a t u r e y e a r s i s a r e a l b o n u s .
T h i s may n o t b e a n e x c l u s i v e s m a l l t o w n p l e a s u r e , b u t I i m a g i n e
i t weeds o u t l o t s o f c i t y f o l k s a n d I c h e r i s h i t .

O h , a n d a c h i l d h o o d l i v e d i n a l i t t l e t o w n i s s u c h f u n .
The freedom t o meande r a l o n g a d e s e r t e d s t r e e t a n d h a v e a n e i g h b o r
r a i s e h e r window a n d s h o u t , " y o u g e t on home n o w, D a n n y, i t is
n e a r l y s u p p e r t i m e ! " L a z y , q u i e t summer d a y s w i t h p l e n t y o f
t i m e f o r c a t c h i n g J u n e b u g s , o r t a d p o l e s , o r c r a w d a d s , o r s i n g i n g
a d o o d l e b u g o u t o f h i s home a s y o u s t i r i n t h e d i r t . T h e s o f t
n i g h t s a s y o u l i e o n a q u i l t i n t h e g r a s s a n d l i s t e n t o f r o g s
c r o a k , o r s t a r g a z e a n d h e a r J u l y fl i e s w i n d t h e i r w a t c h e s , a n d
c a t c h l i g h t n i n g b u g s i n a j a r . A l s o p l e n t y o f t i m e t o d o n o t h i n g
b u t g r o w a n d t h i n k a n d d a y d r e a m , t h a t ' s w h a t c h i l d h o o d i n a s m a l l
t own means. W a l k i n g t o c h u r c h , o r c l i m b i n g t h e m o u n t a i n o r a
t r e e i s p a r t o f t h e same p r o c e s s o f osmosis I suppose , and i t
l e t s c h i l d r e n a b s o r b t h e l o v e o f f a m i l y , f r i e n d s , c o u n t r y a n d
G o d , i n s m a l l d o s e s , and t h i n l a y e r s t h a t s t i c k f o r a l i f e t i m e .
When c i t y c h i l d r e n a s k , "What d o y o u d o h e r e f o r f u n ? " o u r c h i l d r e n
c a n ' t name a n y t h i n g b u t t h e y l a u g h i n s i d e a n d t h e y l o v e i t ‐ t h i s
s m a l l t o w n . Why e l s e w o u l d t h e y come b a c k fi f t y y e a r s l a t e r
t o r e t i r e i n S t e v e n s o n ? A t t h i s r i p e o l d a g e , t h e y s t i l l c a n ' t
e x p l a i n i t , a n d n e i t h e r c a n I . I j u s t w a n t t o l i v e i n S t e v e n s o n ,
a s m a l l t o w n t h r e e m i l e s f r o m t h e Te n n e s s e e R i v e r , a t t h e b a s e
o f t h e A p p a l a c h i a n M o u n t a i n c h a i n , i n t h e n o r t h e a s t e r n c o r n e r
o f A labama, a n d t h e h i g h e s t p a r t o f Jackson C o u n t y in t h e U n i t e d
S t a t e s of America f o r t h e r e s t of my l i f e , a n d then be b u r i e d
i n t h i s f r i e n d l y c e m e t e r y.

JACKSON COUNTY SKETCHES

B y  D a v i d  C a m p b e l l

BRIDGEPORT WAS V I TA L TO UNION EFFORT

J a c k s o n C o u n t y ' s i m p o r t a n c e i n Amer i can r i v e r h i s t o r y i s
n o m o r e e v i d e n t t h a n i n t h e e v e n t s t h a t o c c u r r e d a t B r i d g e p o r t

I
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d u r i n g t h e C i v i l W a r . A s t r o o p s s t r u g g l e d f o r c o n t r o l o f C h a t t a n o o g a ,
f e d e r a l s o l d i e r s a t B r i d g e p o r t b u i l t a s t e amboa t t h a t h e l p e d
t h e U n i o n t a ke c o n t r o l o f C h a t t a n o o g a . The h i s t o r y o f t h i s r a t h e r
obscu re a s p e c t o f t h e C i v i l W a r r i v a l s a n y e v e n t f o r s h e e r d r ama .

B r i d g e p o r t ‘ s r o l e i n t h i s e p i s o d e i s s e t i n t h e l a r g e r c o n t e x t
o f t h e w a r . T he U n i o n A rm y h a d r e a l i z e d t h a t C h a t t a n o o g a wa s
a v i t a l r a i l a n d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n c e n t e r i n t h e Co n f e d e r a c y. T o
t a k e Cha t t anooga w o u l d be a m a j o r s t e p i n e n d i n g t h e w a r . The
u n i o n A rm y, h ow e v e r , h a d r e c e i v e d a s e t b a c k i n t h i s g o a l w i t h
t h e B a t t l e o f Ch i c kamauga , o u t s i d e o f C h a t t a n o o g a . I n one o f
t h e d e a d l i e s t b a t t l e s o f t h e e n t i r e w a r , U n i o n t r o o p s s u s t a i n e d
1 6 , 0 0 0 c a s u a l t i e s a t Ch ickamauga . F i g h t i n g h a d been v i c i o u s .
F am i l i e s i n N o r t h Ja c k son C o u n t y w o u l d l a t e r t e l l how t h e i r a n c e s ‑
t o r s c o u l d h e a r t h e cannon fi r e f r o m Chickamauga as i f i t we re
d i s t a n t t h u n d e r , a n d s o l d i e r s f r o m o u r c o u n t y who s u r v i v e d t h e
b a t t l e w o u l d l a t e r s a y t h a t t h e e n t i r e fi e l d s we re c o v e r e d w i t h
t h e dead . .

A f t e r t h e b a t t l e , t h e Un i on t r o o p s d i d manage t o c o n t r o l .
t h e Tennessee Va l l e y a r e a o f C h a t t a n o o g a . Y e t t h e Confedera tes
h e l d t h e h i g h g r o u n d - - L o o k o u t M o u n t a i n , M i s s i ona r y R i dge , Racoon
Moun t a i n and S i g n a l Moun ta i n . F rom t h e s e p o s i t i o n s t h e Confedera te
Army w i t h s t ook t h e b a t t e r e d Un i on t r o o p s and/cut o f f t h e i r s u p p l y
l i n e . As t h e Un i o n Army d e s p e r a t e l y s o u g h t r e i n f o r cemen t s ,
i t s s u p p l i e s dwindled. S o l d i e r s we re f o r c e d to e a t aco rns f r om
t r e e s a n d a n y t h i n g e l s e t h e y c o u l d f o r a g e a s t h e f a l l o f 1863
w o r e o n .

E n t e r B r i d g e p o r t . T h e U n i o n A rmy h a d r e a l i z e d t h a t B r i d g e ‑
p o r t , a l o n g w i t h S t e v e n s o n , w e r e v i t a l l i n k s i n t h e i r o v e r a l l
s t r a t e g y o f t a k i n g C h a t t a n o o g a . T h u s , i n 1862 a n d 1 8 6 3 , t h e
towns we r e c a p t u r e d . B r i d g e p o r t was t o become a n i m p o r t a n t b o a t ‑
b u i l d i n g c e n t e r f o r t h e U n i o n A r m y .

A t B r i d g e p o r t , C a p t a i n A r t h u r Edwards h a d b e g u n b u i l d i n g
a fl a t - b o t t o m b o a t t h a t h e p l a n n e d t o t u r n i n t o a s t e ame r . H i s
p l a n s were c a r r i e d t h r o u g h b y a U n i o n s o l d i e r named T u r n e r , who
h a d been a s h i p b u i l d e r a t L a k e E r i e . T u r n e r , f r o m a l l a c c o u n t s ,
knew w e l l t h e s k i l l s r e q u i r e d o f b u i l d i n g a l a k e b o a t , b u t a
b o a t t h a t w o u l d w i t h s t a n d t h e c h a l l e n g e s o f a s w i f t r i v e r l i k e
t h e Tennessee was a d i f f e r e n t m a t t e r .

The b o a t w o u l d b e b u i l t , h owe v e r , a nd c h r i s t e n e d t h e U . S . S .
Cha t t anooga . T h i s s teamer was d e s t i n e d t o p l a y a k e y r o l e i n
C i v i l Wa r h i s t o r y and c o n s e q u e n t l y s e c u r e B r i d g e p o r t ' s p l a c e
i n w a r h i s t o r y . The U n i o n A rm y came u p w i t h a p l a n t o s u p p l y
t r o o p s b y a r o u t e t h a t s o l d i e r s w o u l d dub t h e " C r a c k e r L i n e . "
Roads i n t o Cha t tanooga f r o m t h e s o u t h e a s t we re s e c u r e d a n d a
p o n t o o n b r i d g e was b u i l t t o g e t s u p p l i e s a r o u n d t h e " n a r r ow s , "
a s w i f t , dangerous s t r e t c h o f r i v e r s o u t h o f Cha t t anooga . B u t
t h e s u p p l i e s h a d t o b e d e l i v e r e d t o a p l a c e c a l l e d K e l l e y ' s F e r r y .
And t h i s became t h e U . S . S . C h a t t a n o o g a ' s m i s s i o n .

On O c t o b e r 3 0 , 1 863 , t h e U . S . S . Cha t tanooga s e t o u t f o r
K e l l e y ' s F e r r y f o r t y - fi v e m i l e s away, p u l l i n g b a r g e s beh i nd i t .
The Cha t tanooga carried 3 9 , 0 0 0 r a t i o n s a n d 4 0 , 0 0 0 pounds o f f o r a g e .
The m i s s i o n was s o i m p o r t a n t t h a t B r i g a d i e r G e n e r a l W i l l i a m L e
Du c p i l o t e d t h e b o a t . T he m i s s i o n b e g a n i n a b l i n d i n g r a i n s t o r m .
The headwinds w e r e so s t r o n g t h a t t h e b o a t was b l o w n b a c k on
a f ew occasions.. The i n e x p e r i e n c e d c r e w d e s p e r a t e l y w o r k e d
t o c o n t r o l t h e b o a t . The s t o r m ended a n d n i g h t set i n , b u t t h e
d a r k a n d f o g f r o m t h e r i v e r made i t i m p o s s i b l e t o s e e . F i n a l l y ,
a bow w a t c h r e q u e s t e d t h a t t h e Cha t tanooga go asho r e to a c a m p fi r e .
Mo r e u n c e r t a i n t y . The c r ew d i d n o t know i f t h i s we re a U n i o n
or a Confedera te c a m p s i t e . T h e r e w e r e moments o f g r e a t f e a r
a s t h e c rews shou t e d t o s h o r e . A s i t wa s , i t was a Un ion camp,
a n d t h e s o l d i e r s t h e r e g a v e d i r e c t i o n s t o K e l l e y ' s F e r r y , w h i c h
was o n l y a s h o r t d i s t a n c e awa y. The " C r a c k e r L i n e " was c o m p l e t e .
The s u p p l i e s we re d e l i v e r e d .

Observe rs r e p o r t e d t h a t Un i on s o l d i e r s y e l l e d w i t h j o y as
wo rds o f t h e s u p p l i e s came. C o n d i t i o n s h a d become s o d e s p e r a t e
t h a t s o l d i e r s b y now s c r am b l e d f o r c o r n k e r n a l s n o t e a t e n b y
horses a n d m u l e s . S u p p l i e s c o n t i n u e d t o b e d e l i v e r e d f r o m t h e
Bridgeport-Chattanooga "C r a c k e r L i n e " a n d t h e f e d e r a l t r o o p s
were l i f t e d p h y s i c a l l y and in s p i r i t . Reinforcements a r r i v e d



a n d in l a t e November in t h e " B a t t l e Above t h e C l o u d s " t h e U n i o n
t r o o p s t o o k t h e m o u n t a i n s of Chat tanooga a n d t h e c i t y was s e c u r e d .
A s a r e s u l t , t h e w a r was m u c h c l o s e r t o a n e n d . The U . S . S .
Chattanooga h a d p l a y e d i t s p a r t .

L a t e r , m o r e steamer s u p p l y b o a t s w o u l d b e b u i l t a t B r i d g e p o r t ,
i n c l u d i n g t h e Chickamauga, K i n g s t o n , B r i d g e p o r t , M i s s i o n a r y,
Wauhatchie, R e s a c a , a n d S t o n e R i v e r . A d d i t i o n a l l y , t h e g u n b o a t s
G e n e r a l B u r n s i d e , G e n e r a l Thomas, G e n e r a l G r a n t , a n d G e n e r a l
Sherman a l s o were b u i l t a t B r i d g e p o r t , a t own w h i c h o b v i o u s l y
p l a y e d a k e y s u p p o r t i n g r o l e i n t h e C i v i l War.

N o t o n l y were t h e s e b o a t s b u i l t i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y , b u t
m i l i t a r y r e c o r d s a n d f a m i l y h i s t o r i e s i n d i c a t e t h a t a number
o f Jackson Count ians who chose to fi g h t w i t h t h e U n i o n d u r i n g
t h e w a r were stationed a t B r i d g e p o r t t o b u i l d t h e b o a t s . Some
worked at t h e c a p t u r e d Confederate s a w m i l l in t h e town.

GREAT TENNESSEE RIVER STEAMBOATS
The U . S . S . Chattanooga is n o t to be confused w i t h one of

t h e better-known steamboats to s a i l on t h e Tennessee d u r i n g t h e
h e i g h t o f commerc ia l s teamboa t ing . T h a t was t h e Chat tanooga,
w h i c h p l i e d t h e r i v e r in t h e e a r l y 19003. The Chattanooga was
r e b u i l t o u t o f a b o a t t h a t h a d been named t h e M e g i d d o . O r i g i n a l l y ,
t h e M e g i d d o ( t h e a n c i e n t c i t y o f P a l e s t i n e o n t h e K i s h o n R i v e r ) ’
was b u i l t b y t h e C h r i s t i a n B r e t h e r n i n 1901 a n d u s e d b y t h i s
r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n t o c o n d u c t s e r v i c e s a n d r e v i v a l s o n r i v e r s .
The M a g i d d o was r e f u r b i s h e d a n d became t h e Chat tanooga u p o n p u r c h a s e
by t h e Chattanooga P a c k e t , a s teamboa t company o p e r a t i n g o u t
of  Chat tanooga.

- The Chat tanooga , the J . N . T r i g g , t h e J o e Whee le r, a n d t h e
John A. P a t t e n w e r e t h e l a r g e s t a n d best ‐known of t h e g r e a t
steamboats t h a t we re a p a r t of Jackson C o u n t y h i s t o r y . These
b o a t s made t h e C h a t t a n o o g a t o D e c a t u r r u n o n t h e r i v e r .

T h e r e i s even more o f a l o c a l c o n n e c t i o n t h a n t h e s e b o a t s
s t o p p i n g a t Jackson C o u n t y l a n d i n g s . O p e r a t o r s o f t h e L a n g s t o n
G i n ob ta i ned a b r a s s w h i s t l e o f f one of t h e s e steamboats a n d
u s e d t h e w h i s t l e t o l e t l o c a l fa rmers know t h a t t h e y w o u l d b e
g i n n i n g t h a t d a y . The s team w h i s t l e w o u l d b l o w a t 4 : 0 0 i n t h e
m o r n i n g on t h o s e days a n d b l a s t t h e community awake. L a t e r ,
t h e w h i s t l e was u s e d b y Word Lumber Company a t i t s s a w m i l l o p e r a t i o n
i n Sco t t sbo ro . The w h i s t l e w o u l d be b lown t h r e e t i m e s ; t o s i g n a l
t h e beg inn ing o f t h e w o r k d a y , l u n c h a n d t h e e n d o f t h e w o r k
d a y . A l t h o u g h t h e y may n o t have know i t , S c o t t s b o r o r e s i d e n t s
f o r y e a r s h a d a s a p a r t o f t h e i r l i v e s t h e d i s t i n c t s o u n d o f
an o l d steamboat w h i s t l e .

The steamboat e r a came s l o w l y to an e n d as r a i l a n d r o a d
t r a v e l in t h e v a l l e y g r e w . As f o r passengers , f e w h a d t h e t i m e
o r i n c l i n a t i o n t o t a k e t h e s l o w , l e i s u r e l y t r i p s t o t h e i r d e s t i n ~
a t i o n s . The steamboats n o l o n g e r had a p l a c e i n f a s t - p a c e d ,
modern America. More p o w e r f u l a n d economica l d i e s e l d r i v e n b o a t s
began to r e p l a c e t h e steamers on t h e r i v e r . B o a t s became g e a r e d
t o w a r d f r e i g h t , a n d t h e t r a d i t i o n of p l e a s i n g passengers w i t h
e l e g a n t l y c r a f t e d b o a t s a n d staterooms became a t h i n g of t h e
p a s t .

I n some ways r i v e r t r a d i t i o n s c o n t i n u e . G o down t o t h e
r i v e r a n d soon a t u g b o a t p u s h i n g b a r g e s u p o r down r i v e r w i l l
p a s s . These a r e o u r modern v e r s i o n s o f f r e i g h t b o a t s w i t h o u t
t h e romance of t h e o l d steamers. A n d , t o o , a company in
Chattanooga is now p r o v i d i n g d i n n e r a n d a two-hour t o u r a b o a r d
a steamboat, t h e S o u t h e r n B e l l e . Chattanooga i t s e l f is doming
t o r e c o g n i z e i t s r i v e r h i s t o r y a n d has e l a b o r a t e p l a n s f o r r e ‑
development a l o n g t h e r i v e r downtown.

The Tennessee rema ins i m p o r t a n t to Jackson C o u n t y a n d t h e
v a l l e y e c o n o m i c a l l y, a s i t d i d i n t h e y e a r s p a s t . B u t c e r t a i n l y
t i m e s have changed a n d t h e g r e a t steamboat d a y s are_gone. S t i l l ,

steamboat w h i s t l e as it n e a r e d a l o c a l l a n d i n g a n d f e e l t h e e x c i t e ‑
m e n t tha t i t s t i r r e d . T h e y c a n remember t h e r h y t h m i c songs a n d
c h a n t s ‘ o f t h e steamboat l a b o r c r e w a s t h e y loaded a n d unloaded
t h e steamer 'sc a r g o . They can remember t h e star-status a n d
commanding p r e s e n c e of t h e steamboat p i l o t a n d o f fi c e r s .
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They can remember t h e f e e l i n g of wo n d e r a n d i n t r i g u e as t h e s t eam ‑
b o a t p u s h e d away t o a n o t h e r w o r l d t h a t was somehow f a r r emo v e d
f r om t h e i r l i v e s , a w o r l d t h a t t h e modern-age wou l d soon b r i n g
to Jackson Coun t y.

Au t ho r ' s n o t e : The a u t h o r w o u l d l i k e t o thank C l y d e B r oad ‑
way, H a r r y Campbe l l , Bud Campbe l l , a n d Ma r i on L o y d f o r t h e i r
s u g g e s t i o n s f o r t h i s a r t i c l e . M r s . I d a Ca i n p r o v i d e d information
c o n c e r n i n g Union‘soldiers f r om Jackson C o u n t y . In a n d Around .
Br idgeport by F l o s s i e Carmichael a n d Ro n a l d L e e is an e x c e l l e n t
source of information on B r i d g e p o r t . TVA ' s A H i s t o r y of N a v i g a t i o n
on t h e Tennessee R i v e r S y s t e m is a l s o u s e f u l .

Ancestor Search ing
In Jackson Coun t y, Alabama

EVELYN GRIZZLE GRAY, Rou t e 3 , B o x 135 , B e e v i l l e , T X 78102, seeks
information on ISAAC GRIZZLE and w i f e , Frances, who were l i v i n g
in Jackson County in 1850, 1860 and 1870. I s a a c was bo r n in
1814 in VA b u t what c o u n t y in VA and who was h i s father? Frances
d i e d in 1872 an d I s a a c ma r r i e d Me lv ina Rush a n d cont inued to
l i v e in Jackson Coun ty u n t i l h i s dea th in 1893. Frances was
born i n S . C . i n 1800. Was s h e a S t e p h e n s o r a Vann? I s a a c and
Frances had ch i ld ren : 1 . ISAAC MCDONALD, who m a r r i e d MINERVA
NORTHCUTT. I s a a c M. was k i l l e d in t h e C i v i l Wa r a n d is b u r i e d
in Un i o n Cemetery ; 2 . CELIA FRANCES who ma r r i e d EDWARD J. MAPLES
in 1855 ; 3. ANDREW J . , who was a l s o k i l l e d in t h e C i v i l Wa r .
I s a a c a n d Me lv ina had two son s , W i l l i am F. and John G r i z z l e .

WALTER A. RUSSELL, 433 S. Highway 22A, Panama C i t y , FL 32404,
wishes to exchange information on t h e descendants of THOMAS
FEARN AND MARY (MATTHEWS) RUSSELL. THOMAS FEARN RUSSELL was
t h e t e n t h c h i l d of JUDGE JAMES a n d ELEANOR (NELLY)(BAKER) RUSSELL.
Wa l t e r needs i n f o on 1 . E l i zabe th F e r n , b o r n J a n . 1 , 1863
i n GA , a n d d i e d 1902 , ma r r i e d ( 1 ) D r . W i l l i am D . Haddon o n J u l y
2 6 , 1883, a n d had f o u r c h i l d r e n ( 2 ) Cha r l es H o l t a n d had one
c h i l d . ,
2 . K a t e L . , b o r n Feb . 6 , 1865, in GA a n d d i e d in Texas in 1937,
mar r i ed M r . Owens on December 2 5 , 1883, and had e i g h t c h i l d r e n
a n d l i v e d in Texas .
3 . M a t t i e , b o r n Feb . 2 2 , 1867, i n A L a n d d i e d i n T X i n 1958.
Ma r r i ed John A. McClatchey on Oc t obe r 1 4 , 1886, and had f o u r
ch i ld ren .

COUNTY EDUCATOR JESSE WHEELER REMEMBERED

By J . H . Wheeler, J r .
Jesse Ha r r i s on Wheeler s e r v e d Jackson Coun t y schoo ls f o r

4 7 y e a r s a s t e a c h e r , p r i n c i p a l , a n d s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f education.
o f a m a n y - s i d e d l i f e t i m e t h a t mi r rored i m p o r t a n t f ace ts o f c o u n t y
a n d Southern h i s t o r y . B o r n Sep t embe r 1 3 , 1882, Jesse Wheeler
e x p e r i e n c e d the se l f - r e l i a n t l i f e o f a fa rm ing a n d t imber-cut t ing
communi ty i n a n i so l a t ed A p p a l a c h i a n cove, t h e m i g r a t i o n t o c o t t o n ‑
t e x t i l e m i l l s t h a t was s u c h a p r o m i n e n t f ea tu re o f t h e u p l a n d

c o u n t y w i t h p o o r r o a d s a n d inadequate finances, and t h e devasta t ing
i m p a c t o f t h e Grea t -Dep ress ion o f t h e 19308. He was involved

super in tendent in Scottsboro's F i r s t B a p t i s t Church. He t o o k
a hand in merchandising, fi r s t as a salesman in t h e l a t e 19205
a n d a g a i n as a c o u n t r y s to rekeepe r a f t e r h i s retirement f rom
teach ing . B u t education was c e n t r a l i n h i s l i f e , a nd h i s c o n t r i ‑
but ions t o t h e c o u n t y ' s schools were s o s i g n i fi c a n t t h a t t h e
Alabama House o f Represen ta t i ves was moved to commend h im in
1975 by a s p e c i a l Resolution. Jesse Wheeler d i e d J u l y 1 0 , 1981
a t age 9 8 , a n d i s bu r i e d bes ide h i s w i f e , L u c y , a n d t h e i r d augh t e r
S a r a in Scottsboro's beau t i f u l Ceda r H i l l Cemetery.



J e s s e a n d L u c y w e r e d e v o t e d J a c k son Co u n t i a n s . L u c y was
we l l - known f o r many g o o d wo r k s s u c h as h e r l e a d i n g r o l e i n e s t a b ‑
l i s h i n g t h e a n n u a l Rhododendron A r t Show at P i s g a h G o r g e . The
f a m i l y knew g r e a t so r r ow i n 1943 , when t h e e l d e s t d a u g h t e r , S a r a
( M r s . J e s s e G r o g a n ) d i e d a t age 2 0 o f c o m p l i c a t i o n s f r o m l i f e ‑
l o n g a s t hma . To d a y, t h e o t h e r f O u r c h i l d r e n , J . H . , J r . , R o b e r t ,
L u c y a n d M a r g u e r i t e , and t w e l v e g r a n d c h i l d r e n a r e s p r e a d a c r o s s
t h e n a t i o n f r o m Alabama to Massachuse t t s a n d C a l i f o r n i a , a n d
none r em a i n i n J a c k son C o u n t y . B u t t h e c o u n t y i s a t r e a s u r e d
c e n t e r o f f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n , a n d J e s s e a n d L u c y a r e p r i d e f u l l y
remembered f o r t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o i t .

J e s se Whee le r ‘ s s t o r y b e g i n s i n Jones Co v e , a s t e e p s i d e d
c r e e k v a l l e y notched i n t o t h e w e s t e r n e s c a r p m e n t o f t h e Sand
Mo u n t a i n t a b l e l a n d . H e r e p i o n e e r s founded w e l l b e f o r e t h e C i v i l
Wa r a c r e e k s i d e commun i t y a t a s i t e b l e s s e d w i t h d e p e n d a b l e
s p r i n g s , g o o d t i m b e r , fi s h a n d game , t i l l a b l e l a n d i n t h e a l l u v i a l
c r e e k b o t t om a n d o n t h e a d j a c e n t fl o o d p l a i n o f t h e Tennessee
R i v e r , w a t e r p o w e r s u p p l i e d b y J o n e s C r e e k , a n d access t o t h e
o u t e r w o r l d by steamboats on t h e b r o a d Tennessee . Today t h i s
Cove--known l o c a l l y as " t h e G u l f " in p i o n e e r t imes-~has r e v e r t e d
t o u n p o p u l a t e d f o r e s t , a n d a good p a r t o f i t s fl o o r i s submerged
beneath t h e r e s e r v o i r o f T VA ' s G u n t e r s v i l l e Dam. B u t i n J e s s e
Whee l e r ' s ch i l dhood a n d young adu l t hood i t was home to a w e l l ‑
k n i t communi ty equ i pped w i t h s i m p l e p r o c e s s i n g f a c i l i t i e s s u c h
a s t h e wa t e r p ow e r e d g r i s t m i l l t h a t J e s s e ' s f a t h e r o p e r a t e d , a n d
some s e r v i c e i n s t i t u t i o n s s u c h a s a c h u r c h o f t h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t
f a i t h t h a t mos t Co v e r e s i d e n t s p r o f e s s e d . H e r e J e s s e , b o r n
i n a l a r g e two-room l o g c a b i n , e a r l y l e a r n e d t h e p r a c t i c a l s k i l l s
o f fi s h i n g , h u n t i n g , timber c u t t i n g , a n ima l husband r y, and t h e
c u l t i v a t i o n o f c o r n a n d c o t t o n . The Whee l e r househo ld was S o u t h e r n
i n t r a d i t i o n a n d o u t l o o k . J e s s e ' s f a t h e r , J o h n V e s t a l Whee l e r '
( 1845 -1924 ) , had s e e n s e r v i c e w i t h t h e Co n f e d e r a t e A r m y , b e i n g
c a p t u r e d b y t h e Fede ra l s a t t h e B a t t l e o f F o r t Done l s o n ( 1 8 6 2 )
a n d subsequen t l y p a r o l e d i n a p r i s o n e r e x c h a n g e . John V e s t a l
was t w i c e m a r r i e d ; fi r s t t o C a l e d o n i a D e r r i c k i n 1866 and t h e n
t o Nancy E l i z a b e t h Dodd ( 1 856 ‐1953 ) i n 1 876 , a f t e r C a l e d o n i a ' s
d e a t h i n 1875.

T o t h e fi r s t u n i o n t h r e e s o n s we re b o r n ( W i l l i a m B e t h e l ,
James Thomas and Lew i s A r t h u r ) , t o t h e second s i x d a u g h t e r s
( C a t h e r i n e , C a l e d o n i a , M y r t l e , P a u l i n e , M inn ie a n d L i l l i e ) a nd
seven sons ( V o l n e y , J e s s e , J o h n , C h a r l e s , Emme t t , R i c h a r d , a n d
L u t h e r E a r l , who d i e d a t t h r e e mo n t h s o f a g e ) .

Nanc y E l i z a b e t h was a t ow e r o f s t r e n g t h i n t h e C o v e Commun i t y,
d i spens ing remed ies f o r m a l a r i a a n d o t h e r i l l n e s s e s to a p o p u l a t i o n
w i t h n o r e s i d e n t d o c t o r , a s s i s t i n g a t t h e b i r t h s o f numerous
c h i l d r e n , a n d p o w e r f u l l y i n fl u e n c i n g h e r own c h i l d r e n i n ma t t e r s
o f r e l i g i o n a n d b eha v i o r . Among h e r many p r a c t i c a l s k i l l s was
a d e p t n e s s i n s p i n n i n g t h r e a d a n d we a v i n g c l o t h b y h a n d . T h i s
s t u r d y a n d be l o ved m a t r i a r c h l i v e d t o a g e 9 7 and a l l h e r c h i l d ‑
r e n e x c e p t L u t h e r E a r l s u r v i v e d a t l e a s t t o age 7 8 and some f o r
decades l o n g e r . H e r husband, J o h n V e s t a l , h as a p l a c e in f a m i l y
l o r e a s a n o t a b l e e x p l o r e r o f c a v e s , w h i c h a r e numerous i n t h e
t h i c k l imes tone u n d e r l y i n g San d Moun t a i n . H o w e v e r , h e d i e d b e f o r e
t h e C o v e ' s mos t c e l e b r a t e d cave became known. T h i s was t h e
" t r easu re c a v e “ whose en t rance was concea l ed w i t h e a r t h by I n d i a n s
b e f o r e t h e fi r s t w h i t e s came to t h e C o v e . Uncove r ed a n d e x p l o r e d
b y v a r i o u s Whee l e r s i n t h e 1930 s , t h e c a v e n e v e r y i e l d e d an y
t r e a s u r e e x c e p t f a m i l y l e g e n d , a n d i t r ema i n s a f a s c i n a t i n g e n i gma .
M o r e p r a c t i c a l l y u s e f u l was a " b l o w i n g c a v e ” n o t f a r f r om t h e
Whee l e r Home P l a c e . I t w a f t e d a i r c u r r e n t s c o o l enough t o k e e p
f o o d f r e s h at t h e cave mou t h in t h e h e a t of summer.

J e s s e Whee le r was i n t r oduced to wage l a b o r i n 1894 , when
t h e f a m i l y moved f r om Jone s C o v e t o H u n t s v i l l e a n d s e v e r a l o f
t h e c h i l d r e n wen t t o w o r k i n t h e D a l l a s M i l l s , a cotton s p i n n ‑
i n g a n d w e a v i n g f a c t o r y . J e s s e wo r k ed i n t h e s p i n n i n g r o o m ,
where h e p r o v e d a d e p t a t " d o f fi n g ' t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f f u l l b o b b i n s
w i t h em p t y ones o n t h e c o t t o n s p i n d l e s . B u t h i s l i f e l o n g manage ‑
r i a l t a l e n t soon a s s e r t e d i t s e l f , a n d h e r o s e t o b e a s s i s t a n t
foreman o f t h e s p i n n i n g room.

I n 1899 , t h e r e s t o f t h e f a m i l y wen t back t o t h e Home P l a c e
i n t h e Co v e , t h o u g h J e s s e k e p t h i s own g o o d j o b a t t h e m i l l f o r
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a shor t t i m e l o n g e r . By now he h a d deve l oped a s t r o n g amb i t i o n
f o r f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n , b u t i t w o u l d b e s e v e r a l y e a r s be f o r e s u c h
schoo l i ng came h i s w a y. I n t h e meant ime he wen t back t o t h e
Cove a n d t h e r e e n g a g e d in va r i o u s moneymaking e n t e r p r i s e s w i t h
some of h i s bro thers . They farmed, g r e w g inseng a n d marke ted
i t to Ch i n a t h r o u g h a wholesaler in S t . L o u i s , a n d c u t t imbe r.
The l o g s were p r o c e s s e d a t t h e f a m i l y ' s w a t e r p o w e r e d s a w m i l l

U p t o t h i s t i m e J e s s e ' s f o rm a l s c h o o l i n g had been s c a n t y ,
a l t h ough h i s p a r e n t s had t a u g h t h i m t o r e a d , w r i t e , s p e l l , and
do ar i thmet ic . Acco rd i ng t o h i s r eco l l e c t i ons l a t e i n l i f e ,
"My f a t h e r t a u g h t us ar i thmet ic a n d s p e l l i n g a t home a n d we worked
o n p r o b l e m s o f some k i n d eve ry n i g h t . A l l o f u s were g o o d s p e l l e r s
a n d we were p r e t t y g o o d r eade r s . The blueback s p e l l e r was ou r
t e x t and Dav ies ar i thmet ic was o u r m a t h . " “ T h i s p r e p a r a t i o n e n a b l ‑
ed h im to be a c c e p t e d i n h i s e a r l y twen t i e s as a seven t h - g r ade

by p a s s i n g a s t a t e examination. H i s t e a c h i n g ca ree r began at
Fab i u s a n d R o s a l i e on Sand Mounta in . F o r more t h a n a decade

t h i s t i m e was a b l e t o a t t e n d F l o rence S t a t e N o rma l S c h o o l , f r o m
wh i c h h e r e c e i v e d a two - y e a r d i p l oma i n 1916. A t F lo rence h e
was a n hono r s t u d en t and was c l a s s p r e s i d e n t .

One o f J e s se ' s t e a c h i n g p o s i t i o n s was i n P a i n t Rock V a l l e y
a t P r i n ce t on , where he m e t a n d m a r r i e d L u c y B l a c kwe l l Enochs
(1894-1974), y o u n g e s t of t h e s i x c h i l d r e n of Demet r i s Ve s p a s i a n
a n d Serena E l i z abe t h ( B r i d g e s ) Enochs. D . v . Enochs (1853 ‐1936)
k e p t a g e n e r a l s t o r e a n d p o s t o f fi c e , a n d c a r r i e d m a i l o n h o r s e ‑
back to o u t l y i n g s e t t l e r s in t h e P r i n ce t on r e g i o n . Throughout
h e r l o n g l i f e , L u c y ' s m o t h e r Se r ena (1857-1945) was f o n d of t e l l i n g
how P a i n t R o c k V a l l e y had been r a n s a c k e d f o r l i v e s t o c k a n d o t h e r

a n d how h e r f a m i l y ' s g e e s e h a d e s c a p e d t h e Yankees when t h e y
" fl e w o f f t o t h e r i v e r . " A dedicated Me t h o d i s t , Se r ena once
broke t h e t ed i um o f a b r i e f i l l n e s s i n b e d f o r L u c y ' s o l d e s t
c h i l d b y r e a d i n g h im The P i l g r i m ' s P r o g r e s s i n i t s e n t i r e t y .
More t h a n s i x t y y e a r s l a t e r , h e r hearer s t i l l has v i v i d images
o f h i s r e s o l u t e g r a n d m o t h e r l e a d i n g h im t h r ough t h e S l ough o f
Despond and o u t o f t h e c lu t ches o f Giant D e s p a i r .

Jesse wheeler a n d Lucy Enochs ( o f t e n c a l l e d L u c i l l e ) were
ma r r i e d i n 1917, t h e y e a r i n wh i ch Jesse was a p p o i n t e d o n a m e r i t
b as i s t o t h e p o s t o f Coun t y S u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f Educa t i on , wh i ch
h e h e l d u n t i l 1928. F rom h i s o f fi c e i n t h e C o u r t House , h e made
v i s i t a t i ons to eve ry s c h o o l i n t h e c o u n t y . g e n e r a l l y by c a r b u t
sometimes on horseback or on f o o t . On one s u c h t r i p to a remo te
s c hoo l h i s horse f e l l , b r o ke a l e g , a n d had t o b e s h o t l e a v i n g
t h e Coun t y S u p e r i n t e n d e n t t o t r u d g e o n h i s way b y f o o t . Once
he was a c c o s t e d by a moun ta ineer a rmed w i t h " t h e l o n g e s t r i g l e
I e v e r s a w , " b u t h e was a l l owed t o p r o c e e d a f t e r e s t a b l i s h i n g
t h a t he was n o t a lawman, t a x man, or o t h e r unwelcome i n t r u d e r ,
a n d h a d come t o h e l p t h e l o c a l o n e ‐ t e a c h e r s c h o o l . J e s s e ' s
t i r e l e s s concern f o r t h e c o u n t y ' s s c h o o l s wou l d be remembered
w i t h g r e a t r e s p e c t to t h e e n d of h i s l i f e , a nd he treasured h i s
many assoc ia t ions W i t h t ea che r s , p u p i l s , a nd p a r e n t s . B u t h i s
dedicat ion f a i l e d t o y i e l d s u f fi c i e n t v o t e s when t h e S u p e r i n t e n d ‑
ent ' s p o s t became e l e c t i v e i n 1928 , a n d h e l o s t t h e o f fi c e t o
J . F . Hodges in a ha rd - fough t p o l i t i c a l campa ign . .He was s t i l l
t r y i n g to r e g a i n t h e Superintendency as l a t e as 1948 , b u t was
n o t s u c c e s s f u l . F o l l o w i n g t h e d e f e a t i n 1928 , h e t r i e d h i s hand
b r i e fl y a t s e l l i n g l i f e insurance a n d au t omob i l e s , b u t t h e n
determined to c o m p l e t e a f o u r - y e a r c o l l e g e deg r ee in Educat ion
a t Auburn ( t h e n Alabama P o l y t e c h n i c I n s t i t u t e ) a s a p r e l u d e t o
a r e t u r n to t e a ch i n g . T h i s was accomp l i shed , d e s p i t e economic
hardsh ip , in t h e e a r l y D e p r e s s i o n y e a r s . Subsequently he h e l d
pr inc ipalships on Sand Mountain in t h e e leven-grade s c h o o l at
Bu t t o n a n d t h e twe l ve -g rade s c h o o l a t P i s g a h .
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Je s se a n d L u c y s p e n t t h e l a s t p a r t o f t h e i r l i f e t o g e t h e r
a t S e c t i o n , whe re J e s s e was M a y o r f o r a t i m e a n d k e p t a s t o r e
on t h e Scot tsboro-For t P a y n e h i g hw a y. T he y l i v e d in a r emode l e d
farmhouse on a p l o t of s e v e r a l a c r e s where Je s se g r e w a b i g
g a r d e n a n d c o r n p a t c h e v e r y y e a r , t o g e t h e r w i t h a f e w l i v e s t o c k .
L u c y made a n d p a i n t e d ce r am i c s a n d r a n a s m a l l fl o w e r s h o p ; ,
a n d t h e y b o t h i n d u l g e d a l i f e l o n g p a s s i o n f o r fi s h i n g . They
k e p t up t r easu red assoc i a t i ons w i t h S c o t t s b o r o , Sand M o u n t a i n
commun i t i e s , P a i n t R o c k V a l l e y , a n d innumerable f r i e n d s a n d
r e l a t i v e s came t o see them. J e s s e h a d e s p e c i a l l y c l o s e r e l a t i o n - '
s h i p s w i t h t h e P i s g a h commun i t y, t o w h i c h h i s f a t h e r , m o t h e r ,
a nd numerous o t h e r r e l a t i v e s h a d moved f r om Jones Co v e . A f t e r
L u c y ' s d e a t h i n 1974 , J e s se l i v e d f o r t h e r e s t o f h i s l i f e i n
t h e home o f a m a r r i e d d a u g h t e r , L u c y F rances ( M r s . L e o n S h a d d i x ) ,
o n L o g a n M a r t i n Lake n e a r Ta l l a d e g a . H e r e h e con t i n ued t o fi s h ,
r e a d , r a i s e a g a r d e n , a n d h e l p w i t h f a m i l y c ho r e s w e l l i n t o h i s
n i n e t i e s .

J e s s e whee le r was a r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l man t h S i c a l l y , b u t
h e was q u i t e s t r o n g a n d seldom i l l . H e be l i eved i n h a r d p h y s i c a l ‘
w o r k and he imp ressed t h i s f e e l i n g on h i s two s o n s , s e e i n g t o
i t t h e y learned how to saw and s p l i t s t o ve wood , chop and p i c k
c o t t o n , c u t so rghum cane, and d o o t h e r r u r a l c ho r e s . Jesse and
h i s f a m i l y were h a r d h i t b y t h e l o s s o f h i s S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s
j o b a n d t h e fi n a n c i a l s t r i n g e n c y o f t h e G r e a t De p r e s s i o n t h a t
f o l l owed soon a f t e r . The expense o f r e a r i n g a n d e d u c a t i n g fi v e
c h i l d r e n b o r e h e a v i l y o n t h e meager s a l a r y o f a r u r a l Alabama
teache r and p r i n c i p a l . B u t t h r o u g h i t a l l , J e s se a n d L u c y wh e e l e r
k e p t t h e t r a i t s f o r w h i c h t h e y a r e l o v i n g l y remembered: s t r o n g
p e r s o n a l d i s c i p l i n e , d e v o t i o n t o f a m i l y , p l a c e , a n d c h u r c h , r e s p e c t
f o r e duca t i o n a n d h a r d w o r k , a s p i r i t o f n e i g h b o r l i n e s s , a n d
above a l l a sense o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r o t h e r s .

T h i s s k e t c h o f J e s s e H . Whee le r ' s l i f e was w r i t t e n by h i s
s o n , J . H . Whee l e r, J r . , p r i m a r i l y o n t h e b a s i s o f h i s f a t h e r ' s
r e c o l l e c t i o n s r e c o r d e d i n n o t e s and on t a p e s a s o p p o r t u n i t y
o f f e r e d o v e r a p e r i o d o f Years . The a u t h o r was b o r n i n S c o t t s b o r o
i n 1918, g r a d u a t e d f r om Jack son C o u n t y H i g h S c h o o l i n 1935 , and
subsequent l y e a r n e d 3 . 5 . a n d M . S . d e g r e e s f r o m Auburn a n d a
Ph .D . d e g r e e f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C h i c a g o . H e ha s been a
p r o f e s s o r of g e o g r a p h y at t h e U n i v e r s i t y of Missouri-Columbia
s i n c e 1949.

CHRONICLES
MAIL BAG

Dea r E d i t o r ,
I h a d a r e p l y to t h e q u e r y wh i ch y o u r a n in t h e JACKSON COUNTY
CHRONICLES. Roy B r ewe r of H u n t s v i l l e , Alabama, p u t me in t o u c h
w i t h C a r o l D a v i s o f Rou te 3 , Box 155 , Jacksbo r o , TX 76056. The
James C l a r k f a m i l y moved to J a c k C o u n t y, TX sometime be f o r e 1860
and James d i e d a n d i s b u r i e d t h e r e . I a m now s t a r t i n g more
r e s e a r c h i n t h a t a r ea . I t ' s been a p r o d u c t i v e week thanks t o
y o u . I a m send ing m y s u b s c r i p t i o n t o d a y .
B e s t r e g a r d s ,
Ray C l a r k
Winston Sa l em , N o r t h C a r o l i n a

D e a r M r . L o y d :
P l ea se fi n d e n c l o s e d m y dues f o r t h e y e a r o f 1987 . I w o u l d l i k e
to p l a c e a q u e r y in t h e n e x t i s s u e of t h e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES.
Thanks ,
M r s . P . D . G r a y ( E v e l y n )
B e e v i l l e , T X 78102

From t h e desk o f James R . K u y k e n d a l l o f DeKa lb Landmarks:
C o u l d n ' t r e s i s t t e l l i n g y o u t h a t y o u r vo lume 2 , number 1 o f
JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES i s r e a l l y i m p r e s s i v e . The con t en t s ,
l a y o u t - a n d g r a p h i c s make a s u p e r p u b l i c a t i o n .
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S i n c e r e l y ,
James R . K u y k e n d a l l
F t . P a y n e , Alabama

D e a r A n n , ‘
Remember me? I ' m the one who s e n t a copy o f James R u s s e l l ' s
l e t t e r t o y o u some y e a r s a g o . I was r e a d i n g t h e SLICKER WAR
( i n - M i s s o u r i ) a n d f o u n d y o u r name t h e r e , t o o . Then y o u s e n t
me a copy of t h e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES f o r w h i c h I am t h a n k ‑
f u l . I ' m e n c l o s i n g a check f o r my membersh ip .
A s  e v e r ,
Leona K o h l e r .
K i n g s v i l l e , M i s s o u r i 64061

D e a r M r . L o y d ,
The e n c l o s e d check i s f o r o n e - y e a r ' s membership i n t h e JACKSON
COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. P lease l i s t H e n r y Huerkamp a n d
P a t A r n o l d as members. We a r e l o o k i n g f o r w a r d to w o r k i n g w i t h
y o u . I f w e c a n e v e r b e o f s e r v i c e t o y o u , p l e a s e c a l l .
C o r d i a l l y ,
P a t A r n o l d , D i r e c t o r Member S e r v i c e s '
Scottsboro-Jackson C o u n t y Chamber of Commerce

J . C . H . A . ASSOCIATION MEMBERS - PAIDS SINCE MARCH 1, 1987

M r s . P a t A r n o l d , S c o t t s b o r o , A L
M r . W.W. A y d e l o t t , C l i n t o n , M s
M r s . Sand ra B u r n e y , P r a t t v i l l e , A L
M r s . Tamara L . B e a n e , B r i d g e p o r t , A L
M r . J o h n H . B r a n d o n , S c o t t s b o r o , A L
M s . Rhonda C o o p e r , R o s s v i l l e , G A
M r . C. Ray C l a r k , Winston-Salem, NC
M r . a n d M r s . WAco D e r r i c k , S c o t t s b o r o , A L
M r . a n d M r s . Wa l t e r B . Hammer, S c o t t s b o r o , A L
M r . H e n r y Huerkamp, S c o t t s b o r o , A L
M r . R o b e r t L . M e e k , H u n t s v i l l e , A L
M r . WA l k e r M c C u t c h e n , N i c e v i l l e , F L ‑
M r s . M a r y W. M c K i n n e y, N o r t h M i a m i B e a c h , F L
M r . W i l l i a m ( B i l l ) P e n n y, J r . , S c o t t s b o r o , A L
M r s . E f fi e Rober tson P e n n y, H u n t s v i l l e , A L
M r s . L i l l i a n G . R u s s e l l , S t e v e n s o n , A L
M r . Wa l t e r A . R u s s e l l , Panama C i t y , F L
M r s . Nancy Timmons Samue ls , F o r t W o r t h , TX
M r s . D o r o t h y M. W i l l i a m s , S tevenson , AL
M r s . H . M . WA l k e r, STevenson, AL
M r . James N . Wa l k e r , P r i n c e t o n , A L
M r s . Leona K o h l e r , K i n g s t o n , M O

YOU a r e i n v i t e d t o j o i n YOUR Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l
Associat ion. A n n u a l dues a r e $ 1 0 . 0 0 f o r r e g u l a r membership a n d
$ 1 0 0 . 0 0 f o r l i f e membersh ip . C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e A s s o c i a t i o n
a r e t a x deduct ib le s i n c e w e a r e a n o n - p r o fi t o r g a n i z a t i o n .
Memorials and Honorar iums a r e e n c o u r a g e d .

Members r e c e i v e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES q u a r t e r l y in
J a n u a r y, A p r i l , J u l y a n d O c t o b e r . The Assoc ia t iOn meets on t h e
t h i r d Sunday i n J a n u a r y , A p r i l , J u l y , a n d O c t o b e r , u n l e s s o t h e r w i s e
announced.

DAR DEDICATION OF MARKER HONORING JOHN JACKSON

By A n n Chambless

On May 1 6 , 1 9 8 7 , t h e D a u g h t e r s o f t h e American Revo lu t i on
who hold'their membersh ip in Tidence L a n c e C h a p t e r dedicated
t h e g r a v e m a r k e r p l a c e d in h o n o r of American P a t r i o t J o h n J a c k s o n ,
who i g l b u r i e d i n Robertson Cemetery o n Highway 7 9 i n S c o t t s b o r o ,
A abama.

M r s . H a r r i s o n S m i t h , Tidence Lane C h a p t e r R e g e n t , p l a n n e d
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and coo r d i na t ed t h e p a t r i o t i c s e r v i c e . M r s . S m i t h ' s p r o g r am
i n c l u d e d a n i m p r e s s i v e c r o s s s e c t i o n o f J a c k s on C o u n t y t a l e n t
who c o l l e c t i v e l y r e n ewed t h e s p i r i t o f Amer i can p a t r i o t i s m o n
A rmed F o r c e s D a y , 1987 .

M r s . Sm i t h welcomed s p e c i a l g u e s t s : A labama S o c i e t y DAR
S t a t e R e g e n t , M r s . W a l t e r B y a r s ; ASDAR S TA t e H i s t o r i a n , M r s .
C a r o l i n e S t e e n ; Hun tsv i l l e C h a p t e r DAR R e g e n t , M r s . Donna I v y ;
H u n t S p r i n g C h a p t e r DAR R e g e n t , M r s . Vaughn S tewa r t : P h i l l i p
Hamman C h a p t e r DAR R e g e n t , M r s . M a r t h a S t a n l e y ; Tennessee V a l l e y
Chap te r Sons o f t h e Amer i can R e v o l u t i o n , Vaughn S t e w a r t , W i l l i a m
P a g e , Wende l l P a g e , a n d C a r l u s P a g e , a n d l o c a l Amer i can Ve t e r a n s .

D r . M o r r i s P e p p e r o f f e r e d t h e i n v o c a t i o n and bened i c t i o n .
C h i p Dawson sounded r e v e i l l e a n d a c c omp a n i e d t h e s i n g i n g o f t h e
N a t i o n a l An t hem o n a Dawson f a m i l y h e i r l o om h o r n . C h a r l e s Dawson
l e d g r o u p s i n g i n g o f " F a i t h o f O u r F a t h e r s . " M r s . L e o n S h e l t o n
a n d M r s . Eugene H e n n i n g e r l e d t h e P l e d g e o f A l l e g i a n c e a n d t h e
Amer i can ' s C r e e d , r e s p e c t i v e l y .

Emmit S m a r t , J r . , a nd J a s o n D a v i s , o f B o y S c o u t T r o o p 1 8 ,
p a s s e d o u t p r o g r am s and welcomed g u e s t s . Members o f t h e S c o t t s b o r o
H i g h S c h o o l C o l o r Gua r d : M i k e G r e e n , C h r i s C l i n e s , E r i c L e d w e l l ,
a nd D a r r y l J e f f e r y p r e s e n t e d t h e c o l o r s . T h e y we re accompan i ed
b y t h e i r l e a de r s , L t . C o l . J o s e p h G r i f f e y and S e r g e a n t F i r s t
C l a s s P a u l C a r t e r o f t h e S c o t t s b o r o H i g h School R . O . T ; C . A
Ma r i n e C o r p s Re se r v e R i fl e Team f r om H u n t s v i l l e fi r e d a t w e n t y ‑
one g u n s a l u t e .

S c o t t s b o r o Ma y o r L o n n i e C r aw f o r d p l a c e d a fl o r a l w r e a t h
i n h o n o r o f John J a c k s o n ' s m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e d u r i n g t h e R e v o l u ‑
t i o n a r y Wa r . H e a t h Chamb less , a d e s c endan t , u n v e i l e d t h e m a r k e r
w h i c h t h e n ded i c a t e d by M r s . H a r r i s o n Sm i t h . A n n B. Chambless ,
a descendan t , p r e s e n t e d t h e p e r s o n a l t r i b u t e t o J o h n Jackson .
A f t e r t h e ceremony, T i dance L a n e C h a p t e r members e n t e r t a i n e d
t h o s e i n a t t e n d a n c e w i t h a r e c e p t i o n a t Oak H i l l F a r m , t h e home
o f t h e i r c h a p t e r membe r, M r s . B ow e r s P a r k e r .

Tidance Lane C h a p t e r , DAR, h a s p r e v i o u s l y marked t h e g r a v e s
o f Re vo l u t i o n a r y Wa r v e t e r a n s : J o hn McCu t c h en ,W i l l i a m D a v i s ,
Thomas R u s s e l l , Ananias A l l e n , and J o h n R o u n s a v a l l , S r . who a r e
b u r i e d in Jackson C o u n t y , Alabama. '

T h e Jackson f a m i l y r e s e a r c h o f A n n B . Chamb less , e i g h t h
g e n e r a t i o n descendant o f J o h n J a c k s o n , r e v e a l s :

When he j o i n e d Thomson‘s R a n g e r s in 1 7 7 5 , J o h n J a c k s o n was
j u s t a n o t h e r s em i - l i t e r a t e f r o n t i e r sman f r om t h e S o u t h C a r o l i n a
back_coun t r y. Y e t t h i s b a c k c o u n t r y p i o n e e r h e l p e d t i p t h e
b a l a n c e of p o w e r t o w a r d t h e cause of independence d u r i n g t h e
R e v o l u t i o n a r y Wa r .

John Ja c k son , a n a t i v e o f V i r g i n i a , had m i g r a t e d s o u t h i n t o
back c o u n t r y n e a r t h e S o u t h Ca r o l i n a -Geo r g i a l i n e . Tha t t h e
boundar ies of t h e S o u t h C a r o l i n a back c o u n t r y we re n o t fi x e d
u n t i l 1763, a t t e s t s t o i t s p r i m i t i v e s t a t e . The o l d 9 6 D i s t r i c t
p i o n e e r s we re s t i l l f a c i n g Cherokee I n d i a n a t t a c k s a t t h e o n s e t
o f t h e Re v o l u t i o n a r y Wa r.

In J u n e 1775 , C o l o n e l W i l l i a m Thomson'sRangers we r e r e c r u i t e d
i n t h i s a r e a , a n d John Ja c k son t r a v e l e d t o A b b e v i l l e C o u n t y t o
e n l i s t i n C a p t a i n J o h n P u r v i s ' Company. When he vo l u n t e e r e d
t o de f end h i s c o u n t r y , J o h n J a c k s o n was 2 3 y e a r s o l d and s t o o d
s i x f e e t t a l l . O n l y one man in h i s Company was one i n c h t a l l e r ,
a c c o r d i n g t o C 0 1 . Thomson's r e c o r d s .

Thomson's R a n g e r s we r e f u r n i s h e d w i t h " s u i t c l o a t h s " wh i c h
c o s t 1 5 B r i t i s h p o u n d s p e r s u i t . E a ch man f u r n i s h ed h i s own
h o r s e , a n d t h e p r i v a t e s w e r e p a i d 2 0 p o u n d s ( 6 2 /3 d o l l a r s ) p e r
m o n t h .

D u r i n g t h e w a r , t h e R a n g e r s a n d P r i v a t e J o h n Jac k son k e p t
t h e Cherokee I n d i a n s at b a y in t h e S o u t h C a r o l i n a b a c k c o u n t r y .
When t h e B r i t i s h marched t o Ch a r l e s t o n t o p r o t e c t t h e s t a t e ' s
c a p i t o l . I n h i s p e n s i o n a p p l i c a t i o n . J ohn Jackson s t a t e d h e
was i n t h e B a t t l e s o f S u l l i v a n s I s l a n d a n d S t o n e F e r r y a n d o t h e r
sk i rmishes. He was d i scha rged in Cha r l e s t on in 1778 , b u t r e ‑
enlisted and s e r v e d d u r i n g t h e s e i g e o f Cha r l e s t on i n 1780 .
( C h a r l e s t o n was c a p i t o l o f S o u t h C a r o l i n a u n t i l 1 7 9 0 )

A f t e r t h e w a r , J o h n ‘ J a c k son l i v e d i n t h e 9 6 D i s t r i c t
a n d became t h e f a t h e r o f t h r e e sons a n d f o u r d a u g h t e r s . J ohn
Jackson l i v e d n e x t d o o r to J o h n Warnock who h a d a l s o s e r v e d in
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C a p t a i n P u r v i s ' Company o f Thomson ' s R a n g e r s .

E v e n t h o u g h h e was p a s t 5 0 , J o h n J a c k s o n m u s t h a v e i t c h e d
f o r mo r e ad v en t u r e because he moved s o u t h a g a i n when he h e a r d
a b o u t t h e l a n d boom i n t h e M i s s i s s i p p i T e r r i t o r y . H e a n d h i s
f a m i l y we re enume ra t ed i n Thomas F reeman ' s 1809 census o f w h a t
l a t e r became Madison C o u n t y , A labama. H i s y o u n g e s t s o n , H i ram.
s e r v e d i n t h e W a r o f 1812 i n a M i s s i s s i p p i T e r r i t o r y r e g i m e n t .

I n 1 8 1 3 , J o h n J a c k s o n was g r a n t e d t h e r i g h t t o r em a i n a
“ t e n a n t a t w i l l " i n S e c t i o n 5 , Tow n s h i p 2 , Range 1 We s t i n Mad i s on
C o u n t y , Alabama. T h i s g a v e Jac k son t h e r i g h t to p u r c h a s e t h i s
l a n d a t a p u b l i c s a l e . S i n c e J ohn Ja c k s on ' s name doe s n o t a p p e a r
i n t h e Mad i son Co u n t y T r a c t B o o k , i t a p p e a r s h e was n o t s u c c e s s ‑
f u l i n a c q u i r i n g h i s chosen a c r e age when i t was a u c t i o n ed . P e r ‑
haps t h i s was t h e r e a s o n o u r n e x t r e c o r d o f J o h n Jac k son i s f o u n d
a c r o s s t h e s t a t e l i n e i n L i n c o l n C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , i n 1818 .
I n S e p t e m b e r , 1818. John Jac k son a p p l i e d f o r a m i l i t a r y p e n s i o n
based o n 5 1 mon ths s e r v i c e i n Ame r i c a ' s Wa r f o r I n d e p e n d e n c e .
H e was p l a c e d o n t h e 1818 r o l l a t t h e r a t e o f $ 8 . 0 0 p e r m o n t h .

S h o r t l y a f t e r Jackson C o u n t y , A labama was c r e a t e d , J o h n
Jackson f o l l owed h i s younges t s o n , H i r am , t o I o n g h o l l o w . J o h n ' s
y o u n g e s t d a u g h t e r , N a n c y, m a r r i e d J o h n Owens" in Jackson C o u n t y
o n A u g u s t 1 6 , 1821 , a c c o r d i n g t o B i b l e r e c o r d s .

A s soon a s t h e _ fi r s t p u b l i c s a l e o f l a n d i n Jac k son C o u n t y
was h e l d i n 1830 , H i r am J a c k s o n p u r c h a s e d e i g h t y a c r e s i n L o n g ;
h o l l o w . H i ram h a d e v i d e n t l y " s q u a t t e d " o n t h i s l a n d f o r some
t i m e . The A c t o f t h e Alabama L e g i s l a t u r e w h i c h s e t t h e l i n e
between Jackson a n d D e c a t u r C o u n t i e s i n 1822 c i t e d H i r am J a c k s o n ' s
f a r m j u s t o f f W inches te r Road w i t h i n t h e bounds o f D e c a t u r C o u n t y .

No deed to J o h n Jackson ha s been f o u n d in Jack son C o u n t y .
M o s t l i k e l y , h e a n d Ann l i v e d o n t h e l a n d p u r c h a s e d b y H i r a m ,
j u s t n o r t h o f R o b e r t s o n C e n e t e r y . I n t h e 1830 Cen s u s , John
a n d A n n were e n ume r a t e d n e x t d o o r t h e t h r e e o f t h e i r c h i l d r e n :
H i r am , Nancy Jackson Owens , a n d M a r t h a Jackson McGu i r e . A l l
t h e Jacksons l i v e d i n c l o s e p r o x i m i t y t o J o h n McCu t chen a n d
Da v i d L a r k i n . ‘

I n 1 8 2 5 , John a n d A n n J a c k s o n c e l e b r a t e d t h e i r 5 0 t h Wedd i ng
A n n i v e r s a r y . S u r e l y t h e y e n j o y e d l i v i n g t h e i r g o l d e n y e a r s i n
L o n g h o l l o w , l o o k i n g o u t o v e r i t s b e a u t i f u l v a l l e y . O n Novembe r
3 0 , 1 8 33 , i n t h e 52nd y e a r o f o u r I n d ependen ce J o h n J a c k s on d i e d
s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s 8 2 n d b i r t h d a y . H i s w i f e o f 5 8 y u e r s , d i e d
fi v e ' y e a r s l a t e r i n 1838 . E l i j a h B . L i g o n , who m a r r i e d J o h n
Jackson 's g randdaugh te r, Ann Jackson L i gon , a t t emp t e d to g e t
pens ion money due John's ha i r s . The c los ing statement in Ligon 's
d e p o s i t i o n t o t h e Wa r D e p a r t m e n t r e a d s : "The s a i d deceased l a y
s i d e b y s i d e i n t h e i r g r a v e s and tombs we re e r e c t e d o v e r t h em . "

M r s . Chambless s t a t e d t h a t if J ohn Jackson c o u l d r e s p o n d
t o t h e r e c o g n i t i o n acco rded h im o n May 1 6 , she f e l t s u r e h e w o u l d
e x t e n d t h i s b l e s s i n g :

Ma y e a c h g e n e r a t i o n of YOUR descendants s t r i v e u n c e a s i n g l y
t o make t h e n e x t g e n e r a t i o n b e t t e r t h a n i t s own. J o h n a n d A n n
Jackson w e r e t h e p a r e n t s o f :

M a r y J a c k s o n , b o r n 1 7 7 7 , m a r r i e d G e o r g e McGu i r e .
M a r t h a J a c k s o n , b o r n c a . 1 7 7 9 , m a r r i e d I s a a c McGu i re .
E l i z a b e t h Jac k son , b o r n c a . 1781 , ma r r i e d J o s e p h H inson .
John Ja c k son , J r . ( n o f u r t h e r i n f o a v a i l a b l e ) .

W i l l i a m Jackson (may have been t h e Wm. Jackson who m a r r i e d
S a r a h Ann B a y l e s s on November 2 3 , 1793. d i e d Decembe r, 1835 .

N a n c y J a c k s o n , b o r n J u n e 3 , 1796 , m a r r i e d J o h n Owens o n
A u g u s t 1 6 , 1821.
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COUNTY WAS ONCE MUSSEL CENTER

JACKSON COUNTY SKETCHES
B y D a v i d C a m p b e l l

As c h i l d r e n many Jackson Coun t y residents c a n remember when
a summer p r i z e was fi n d i n g a m u s s e l s h e l l w h i l e swimming in t h e
Gun t e r s v i l l e Re s e r v o i r . I t was l i k e fi n d i n g a wa t e r E a s t e r e g g .
B e t t e r t o fi n d t h e s h e l l , t o o , t h a n t h e who le mu s s e l a n d t h e
s l i m y mess o n t h e i n s i d e .

L i t t l e d i d w e know t h a t w e we r e t o u c h i n g a r i c h a n d u n i q u e
a s p e c t o f t h e h i s t o r y o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y a n d t h e Tennessee V a l l e y .

The m u s s e l h a s p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t y e t h i d d e n r o l e i n o u r
h i s t o r y . The fi r s t i n h a b i t a n t s o f o u r a r e a , t h e N a t i v e Ame r i c a n s ,
r e l i e d o n t h e m u s s e l f o r f o o d , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h e Woodland
p e r i o d . Summer m o n t h s w o u l d fi n d t h e I n d i a n s camped a l o n g t h e
banks o f t h e Tenne s s ee , whe re t h e y h a d e a s y access t o t h e r i v e r
a n d i t s m u s s e l b e d s . Mu s s e l s were a p r i m e source o f f o o d f o r
t h e Na t i v e Americans d u r i n g t h e s e summer mon t h s .

How were t h e y e a t e n ? W e l l , p r o b a b l y s t eamed , acco r d i ng
t o R u s s e l l Ca ve P a r k R a n g e r , B i l l y Guedon.

"They u s e d t h em by t h e t o n , " Guedon added .
The m u s s e l s h e l l s were a l s o made i n t o deco r a t i v e n e c k l a c e s ,

Guedon s a y s . S h e l l s a r e s t i l l f o u n d w i t h h o l e s d r i l l e d i n t h em ,
i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e y we r e a t o n e t i m e p a r t o f a n e c k l a c e . M u s s e l
shells a l o n g t h e Tennessee a r e a g o o d c l u e to fi n d i n g s i t e s o f
N a t i v e Amer i can v i l l a g e s , Guedon add s .

F i n d t h e s h e l l s a n d t h e r e ' s a n e x c e l l e n t chance t h a t a camp
o r v i l l a g e was n e a r b y .

E u r o p e a n s e t t l e r s i n t h e V a l l e y seemed t o have l o s t t h e
t a s t e f o r m u s s e l s . B u t s t i l l , t h e m u s s e l h ad i t ' s p l a c e , a s
i t s t i l l does t o a n e x t e n t . Ba c k i n many Jackson C o u n t i a n ' s
memor ies a r e images of mu s s e l b o a t s on t h e Tennessee. On some
af ternoons t h e r i v e r w o u l d be c o v e r e d w i t h themas t h e y d r u g t h e
r i v e r bo t tom.

A t t h i s t i m e , t h e i n s i d e l i n i n g o f t h e m u s s e l o r M o t h e r ‑
o f - P e a r l a s i t i s c a l l e d , was made i n t o b u t t o n s . Because o f
t h i s u s e , a t o n e t i m e t h e m u s s e l i n d u s t r y boomed in t h e Tennessee
V a l l e y , a s w e l l i t s h o u l d h a v e .

A c c o r d i n g t o C u r t i s L awson , a s t a t e d i s t r i c t fi s h e r i e s
b i o l o g i s t , t h e Tennessee R i v e r a n d i t s t r i b u t a r i e s has been c o n ‑
s i d e r e d t h e a r e a w i t h t h e g r e a t e s t abundance a n d d i v e r s i t y of
f r eshwa te r m u s s e l s i n t h e w o r l d .

M u s s e l c a p i t o l o f t h e w o r l d ? T h a t i s s ome t h i n g t h a t w e
c h i l d r e n a s swimmers n e v e r knew. Lawson s a y s f u r t h e r t h a t t h e
r i c h e s t freshwater m u s s e l bed in t h e w o r l d was at Mus c l e Shoals.
b u t now l i e s a t t h e bo t t om o f Wi l son Rese r v o i r a n d i s c o v e r e d
by some 20 f e e t o f s i l t a n d sed imen t .

A l i t t l e more g l a m o u r i s added t o m u s s e l l o r e when t h e names
o f m u s s e l s a r e cons idered . To me a m u s s e l i s a m u s s e l , b u t to
t h e knowledgeable i t ' s one of many d i f f e r e n t s p e c i e s , s u c h as
t h e washboard, m a p l e l e a f , t h r e e - r i d g e , e l e p h a n t e a r , p i g - t o e ,
l a d y fi n g e r , s a n d s h e l l , o r h e e l s p l i t t e r . The names a r e n o t o n l y
c o l o r f u l , b u t a c c u r a t e , a s w i t h t h e name h e e l s p l i t t e r , a fi n e ,
s h a r p m u s s e l c a p a b l e o f c u t t i n g a m i s p l a c e d f o o t .
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M s . Peggy L i n l e y of t h e Hudson S h e l l Company in D e c a t u r
h a s been i n t h e m u s s e l business a l l h e r l i f e , f o l l o w i n g i n t h e
f o o t s t e p s o f h e r f a t h e r . She descr ibes a n i n d u s t r y t h a t has
f a l l e n o n h a r d t i m e s .

Once t h e hudson S h e l l Company hand led 3 , 0 0 0 t o n s of m u s s e l s
p e r y e a r , b u y i n g m u s s e l s f r o m B r i d g e p o r t t o Whee le r Dam. Now
t h e company handles 150-200 t o n s p e r y e a r .

S o m e t h i n g happened t o t h e b i g m u s s e l b e d s o n t h e Tennessee
i n 1 9 6 3 , s h e says. When t h e b o a t s w e n t b a c k o u t i n t h e s p r i n g
a n d summer, t h e m u s s e l h a d dwind led in number. M s . L i n l e y
s p e c u l a t e s t h a t t h i s m i g h t have r e s u l t e d f r o m a c h e m i c a l s p i l l
somewhere in t h e Tennessee. The re a r e o t h e r t h e o r i e s as to what
has happened to t h e Tennessee's r i c h m u s s e l b e d s . One is t h a t
t h e T VA ' s dams tamed c u r r e n t s needed f o r m u s s e l deve lopment .
N o w, l a k e m u s s e l s a r e more numerous i n t h e r e s e r v o i r , i n s t e a d
o f r i v e r m u s s e l s . S t i l l o t h e r s s e e t h e m u s s e l d e c l i n e r e s u l t i n g
f r o m t h e m i l f o i l p r o b l e m i n t h e r i v e r . The m i l f o i l , a c c o r d i n g
to t h i s t h e o r y , smothers t h e m u s s e l beds . And fi n a l l y , t h e r e ‘
is t h e t h e o r y t h a t chemical a n d t o x i c was tes h a v e p o i s o n e d t h e
m u s s e l a l l a l o n g t h e r i v e r .

Musse l s s t i l l a r e harvested in t h e Tennessee, b u t now by
underwater d i v e r s i ns tead of by d r a g l i n e s f rom b o a t s } Where
a r e t h e musse l s s o l d ? To J a p a n . I n J a p a n t h e m u s s e l s h e l l g r a n ‑
u l a r s a r e p l a c e d i n s i d e o y s t e r s t o p r o d u c e c u l t u r e d p e a r l s .
" A l l o u r s h e l l s g o t o J a p a n , " M s . L i n l e y s a y s . Some a t t e m p t s
a r e now b e i n g made t o b e g i n a c u l t u r e d p e a r l i n d u s t r y i n t h e
Uni ted s ta tes .

H o w e v e r, J a p a n r e m a i n s t h e d o m i n a n t i m p o r t e r o f c u l t u r e d
p e a r l s t o t h e c o u n t r y . D a v i d W a l e s o f Wa l e s J e w e l r y i n S c o t t s b o r o
s a y s t h a t t h e c u l t u r e d p e a r l n e c k l a c e s , i m p o r t e d f r o m J a p a n ,
a r e p o p u l a r i t ems i n o u r area . T h e i r c o s t s depand o n t h e q u a l i t y
a n d s i z e o f t h e p e a r l , w i t h a n e c k l a c e s t r a n d b e g i n n i n g a t $ 2 9 9
at h i s s t o r e . From t h e Tennessee to J a p a n a n d b a c k to Jackson
C o u n t y , t h e m u s s e l a n d i t s p e a r l creat ions. t u r n o u t to be w o r l d
t r a v e l e r s , l e a v i n g t h e mud o f i t s Tennessee R i v e r home a n d r e t u r n ‑
i n g as an o b j e c t of admired b e a u t y . ‘

Jackson C o u n t y can c l a i m p a r t of t h e Tennessee R i v e r m u s s e l
h i s t o r y . I n f a c t , o n e o f t h e m a i n s h e l l c o m p a n i e s i n t h e S o u t h
i s o p e r a t e d b y L e e G a r n e r a n d h i s s o n , L o n n i e , r e s i d e n t s o f t h e
Mar t i n town a r e a . The Garners themselves have branched o u t f r o m
t h e i r Tennessee R i v e r base a n d have m u s s e l o p e r a t i o n s a n d s h e l l
camps t h r o u g h o u t t h e S o u t h a n d a s f a r w e s t a s Oklahoma. T h e i r
company is named U . S . S h e l l . '

There i s , t h e n , more t o t h e m u s s e l t h a n meets t h e e y e .
The more y o u l e a r n t h e more q u e s t i o n s t h a t a r i s e . F o r e x a m p l e ,
some c o n s i d e r r a w o y s t e r s a d e l i c a c y . What about t h e freshwater
m u s s e l ? I t i s e d i b l e ?

C u r t i s Lawson g i v e s a q u a l i fi e d answer: I t i s e d i b l e i f
y o u c a n stomach t h e somewhat b i t t e r t a s t e . The A s i a t i c c l a m ,
a newcomer to t h e Tennessee R i v e r , is t h e m o s t e d i b l e of t h e
m u s s e l s , Lawson s a y s . B u t , h e e m p h a s i z e s , y o u s h o u l d n o t t r y
to e a t them u n d e r a n y circumstance because t h e y are p r o b a b l y
fi l l e d w i t h t o x i n s f r o m t h e r i v e r . s t a t e h e a l t h l a w s d o n o t
p e r m i t t h e s a l e o f m u s s e l s f o r f o o d because o f t h i s r e a s o n , h e
a d d s .

C a n t h e m u s s e l move i n t h e w a t e r ? B i l l y Guedcn s a y s t h e y
c a n , a n d t h a t t h e y move b y S p u r t i n g w a t e r w h i c h g i v e s them a
p r o p u l s i o n s y s t e m . C u r t i s Lawson no tes t h a t most m u s s e l s f o r
t h r o u g h a l a r v a l s t a g e i n w h i c h t h e y a t t a c h t o t h e fi n s o r g i l l s
o f a h o s t fi s h , where t h e y l i v e f r o m a week t o s e v e r a l months .
How l o n g d o t h e y l i v e ? T h i c k - s h e l l m u s s e l s can l i v e 2 0 t o 5 0
y e a r s , Lawson s a y s .

And fi n a l l y , M s . L i n l e y i s asked what i n h e r l i f e t i m e o f
w o r k w i t h m u s s e l s i s t h e l a r g e s t she h a s seen. ” I t was a w a s h ‑
b o a r d m u s s e l t h a t we ighed seven p o u n d s and was as b i g as a d i n n e r
p l a t e , " she s a y s .

'What 's t h e f u t u r e o f t h e m u s s e l i n d u s t r y ? N o t s o b r i g h t
a s o f now. P l a s t i c s have r e p l a c e d m u s s e l s h e l l s i n t h e b u t t o n
i n d u s t r y a n d f e w Americans a r e l i k e l y to develop a t a s t e f o r
t h e m u s s e l , i f indeed t h e y a r e d e t o x i fi e d . The c u r r e n t hope
how is f o r t h e establishment of an American c u l t u r e d p e a r l i n d u s ‑
t r y t h a t can c o m p e t e w i t h t h e J a p a n e s e . Whatever t h e commerc ia l
f u t u r e of t h e m u s s e l , h i s t o r y suggests t h a t t h e m u s s e l w i l l a d a p t
a n d s u r v i v e . T h e r e a r e advantages t o b e i n g u n d i s t i n g u i s h e d .
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FAYE GOODNER, 5244 M i l l S t r e e t , Fortuna CA 95540 ,
s e e k - i n f o r m a t i o n o n GABRIEL M . a n d SUSANNAH NEELY, b o t h
b o r n c i r c a 1829. G a b r i e l , s o n o f J o s e p h a n d F a r e b a ( S m i t h )
N e e l y , was b o r n i n Jackson C o u n t y , A L . G a r b i e l ' s c h i l d r e n :
F r a n c e s E . , b o r n 1850 , m a r r i e d Wathan/Worthen;
L o u i s a J . , b o r n 1 8 5 1 ; J o s e p h P . , b o r n 1 8 5 4 ; F a r a b y , b o r n
1858 ; Susan C . , b o r n 1 8 6 0 ; M a r y D . , b o r n 1865 ; M a r t h a ,
b o r n 1872. F a m i l y found i n 1880 Jackson C o u n t y . , A L census.

PAT FINNEL, 2985 S . N e w p o r t , D e n v e r , C o l o r a d o 80224,
s e e k s i n f o on descendants of J e r e m i a h E l l i s S t e p h e n s who
m a r r i e d M a r y J a n e W i l s o n o n N o v . 11 , 1852 , i n J a c k s o n C o . ,
A L . He was t h e s o n of D a n i e l a n d E d i t h (Murphree) S t e p h e n s
who l i v e d i n M a y n a r d s C o v e . D a n i e l ' s b r o t h e r s w e r e J o h n
w . ( w e n t t o M S ) and K e l l i s who l i v e d a t S k y l i n e a n d d i e d
in 1880. M r s . F i n n e l w o u l d l i k e to h e a r f r o m descendants
o f t h e M a y n a r d s C o v e S t e p h e n s .

She w i l l a l s o exchange d a t a on f a m i l i e s of M a r y J a n e
Wi lson S t e p h e n s , d a u g h t e r of Thomas a n d J a y l y (Townsend)
Wi l son . Thomas W i l s o n m a r r i e d as h i s fi r s t w i f e J a y l y
Townsend on S e p t . 1 6 , 1820 , in F r a n k l i n C o . , T N . The Wi lsons
a n d h e r p a r e n t s , Joshua a n d E l i z a b e t h (Caper ton) Townsend
were members o f t h e B o i l i n g F o r k P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t Church
i n F r a n k l i n C o . , T N where t h e y l i v e d a t t h e t i m e o f t h e
1830 census. ' B y 1840 , b o t h f a m i l i e s were e n u m e r a t e d i n
Jackson C o . , A L . M r s . F i n n e l w o u l d l i k e to l o c a t e t h e
g r a v e s o f Joshua Townsend, a R e v o l u t i o n a r y Wa r v e t e r a n ,
who d i e d in Jackson C o . d u r i n g t h e 18405.

ROY J. CROWELL, 1605 G u n n i s o n D r i v e , W i c h i t a F a l l s ,
TX 76305, w o u l d l i k e to h e a r f r o m descendants of James
H e n r y S m i t h who m a r r i e d R o s e A n n Chand ler on F e b . 1 3 , 1876.
a n d l i v e d n e a r R a s h , A L . R o s e A n n was o f Jabez E z r a C h a n ‑
d l e r a n d h i s w i f e , Rhoda P o r t e r C h a n d l e r , w h o d i e d i n
J a c k s o n C o . J a b e z E z r a C h a n d l e r was a B a p t i s t p r e a c h e r .
James H e n r y S m i t h was t h e s o n of James M. S m i t h who d i e d
i n Jackson C o . , A L a f t e r m o v i n g h e r e f r o m G e o r g i a .

LOU PERON, P. O . B o x 4 8 8 , B e n d , O R 97709, i s r e s e a r c h ‑
i n g t h e H u l s e y f a m i l y a n d i s i n t e r e s t e d i n J o r d a n H u l s e y
(1801-1860) who was l i v i n g n e a r C l a y s v i l l e in 1830. By
1840 census, J o r d a n H u l s e y, a g e 3 0 - 4 0 , l i v e d between Wa n n ‑
v i l l e a n d Yucca. A n n H u l s e y l i v e d n e x t d o o r in 1840.
T h e 1850 Jackson C o . census l i s t s J o r d a n H u l s e y in t h e
BEllefonte a r e a . M r s . P e r o n w o u l d l i k e to c o r r e s p o n d w i t h
a n y o n e r e s e a r c h i n g Thomas C a m p b e l l ( 1 7 9 4 - 1 8 5 7 ) who m a r r i e d
M a r g a r e t H u l s e y . d a u g h t e r o f J o s e p h H u l s e y . I n 1 8 5 0 ,
Thomas C a m p b e l l is l i s t e d as a stonesman a n d l i v e d n e a r
J o h n R . C o f f e y a t Wa n n v i l l e .

MRS. JESSIE (CHERRIE) KIMBROUGH, 514 S o . 9 7 t h Way.
Mesa AZ 85208, w o u l d l i k e to c o r r e s p o n d w i t h descendants
o f E l i j a h a n d A i l s e y Sanders whose d a u g h t e r , C a l e d o n i a ,
b o r n 1849 , m a r r i e d J o h n W i l l i a m Kimbrough. E l i j a h and
A i l s e y Sanders were e n u m e r a t e d i n 1850 D e K a l b C o . , A L census.
E l i j a h Sande rs d i e d c a . 1858 , a n d h i s w idow, A i s l e y . was
i n P a i n t Rock V a l l e y i n 1860.

MRS. WINSTON R. (ANN) CAMPBELL, R o u t e 1 0 , B o x 4 7 0 ,
C l e v e l a n d , T N 37311 , w o u l d l i k e t o c o r r e s p o n d w i t h descend ‑
a n t s o f J o s e p h (1761-1812) a n d M a r g a r e t ( L a r k i n ) C a m p b e l l
who m a r r i e d c i r c a 1784 i n Hawkins C o . , TN. T h e y w e r e b o t h
b o r n c i r c a 1760-1765. a n d he d i e d M a y 2, 1 8 1 2 , in F r a n k l i n
C o . , TN . They w e r e p a r e n t s o f And rew, J a n e , N a n c y. J o h n
L a r k i n , L e t t i e , R o b e r t , M a r g a r e t , J o s e p h , D a v i d , L u c i n d a ,
a n d James C a m p b e l l . T h e i r s o n , Rober t (1799-1853) , m a r r i e d
N a n c y W h i t e o n J u l y 8 , 1824. i n F r a n k l i n C o . , T N , a n d h a d :

( 1 ) J o s e p h , b . May 6 , 1 8 2 5 , m a r r i e d fi r s t E m e l i n e
C o u n t s o n N o v. 2 , 1848 , a n d s e c o n d E l i z a b e t h E s t e s i n 1868
in Scottsboro.

( 2 ) Thomas, b. J a n . 2 0 , 1 8 2 7 , m a r r i e d Rebecca C. L i t t l e
( L y t l e ) on December 1 3 , 1 8 4 9 , a n d m o v e d to Scottsboro. A L .

( 3 ) M a r g a r e t , b . D e c . 2 1 , 1 8 2 8 , m a r r i e d M a t t h e w D i c k e y
o n A p r i l 2 8 , 1853.

( 4 ) L e t t i e W . , b . A p r i l 1 4 , 1832, m a r r i e d Shipman
R e i d o n S e p . 1 8 , 1851 , a n d l i v e d i n P a i n t Rock V a l l e y .

( 5 ) E l i z a A . , b . D e c . 2 1 , 1 8 3 6 , m a r r i e d J o h n E d g a r
on J u n e 2 1 , 1863.

J o s e p h a n d E m e l i n e ( C o u n t s ) C a m p b e l l h a d s i x c h i l d r e n
a n d J o s e p h a n d h i s s e c o n d w i f e h a d a t l e a s t two c h i l d r e n .
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H i s b r o t h e r , Thomas C a m p b e l l , h a d e l e v e n c h i l d r e n . M r s .
C a m p b e l l n e e d s names a n d b i r t h /dea th da t e s f o r J o s e p h a n d
Thomas C a m p b e l l ' s descendants.

JACKSON PRESERVES "LITTLE COURTHOUSE”

A f t e r b e i n g t r u c k e d ac r o s s town a n d g e t t i n g a c o m p l e t e
f a c e l i f t , Jackson C o u n t y ' s h i s t o r i c " l i t t l e c o u r t h o u s e "
was o f fi c i a l l y ded i ca ted Sund a y, S e p t e m b e r 7 , a t t h e Jackson
Cou n t y H e r i t a g e C e n t e r . .

S co r e s o f Ta t e f a m i l y ances to rs a t t e n ded t h e ded i c a t i o n
i n hono r o f Judge D a v i d M . Ta t e , who s e r v e d a s p r o b a t e
judge d u r i n g the ‘br ie f p e r i o d t h e b u i l d i n g was t h e c o u n t y
cour thouse .

The one-room b r i c k s t r u c t u r e was Ta t e ' s l a w o f fi c e
i n Sco t t s bo r o and i t s e r v e d a s i n t e r i m r e p o s i t o r y f o r t h e
c o u n t y ' s r e c o r d s f r om 1868 u n t i l t h e new cou r t h ou se was
b u i l t a t t h e s i t e o f t h e p r e s e n t cou r thouse in 1870 .

I n a ded i ca t i on add ress , Ta t e ' s g r e a t g r a n d s o n , D r .
George Ta t e o f A l e x a n d r i a , L A , r e c a l l e d Judge Ta t e and
p o i n t e d o u t t h e h i s t o r i c a l impo r t a n ce o f t h e s t r uc tu re
to t h e communi ty. , .

"We mus t o pen t h e d o o r s o f t h i s b u i l d i n g t o t h e p u b l i c
t h a t t h e y may p o n d e r w i t h us wha t is t h e meaning of t hese
r e l i c s , " h e s a i d .

“ I d o n o t w i s h t o d i c t a t e t h e answer t o t h a t q u e s t i o n ‑
I o n l y w a n t to p o i n t o u t how t h i s communi ty w i l l be e d i fi e d , "
T a t e s a i d . ' I t i s b y p o n d e r i n g t h i s q u e s t i o n t h a t w e w i l l
g r ow i n o u r knowledge a n d unde r s t a nd i n g o f who we a r e .

‘ “ I want t h e answer t o t h e q u e s t i o n 'What d o t h e s e
r e l i c s mean? ‘ t o be t h a t o f a more p e r f e c t unde r s t and i ng ,
more w i d e l y u n de r s t o o d , o f t h e r o l e o f t h e cou r t house i n
c o u n t y h i s t o r y a n d c o u n t y g o v e r n m e n t , " T a t e s a i d .

D r . T a t e s a i d J udge Ta t e wan t e d o n l y t o be a fa rmer a n d
a f a t h e r , b u t was " imp r e s sed i n t o p u b l i c s e r v i c e " b y t h e
t u r bu l en t t imes s u r r o u n d i n g t h e C i v i l Wa r .

Judge Ta t e was b o r n i n 1824 i n M a r i o n C o u n t y , Te n n .
He m a r r i e d M a r t h a A. Winn and s e t t l e d on a 390-acre t r a c t
i n B i g Coon V a l l e y n ea r S tevenson . The re he b u i l t a t w o ‑
s t o r y w h i t e house wh i c h i s s t i l l s t a n d i n g .

H The Ta t e s h a d seven c h i l d r e n . J u d g e T a t e d i e d i n
1908.

Ta t e , a s t a u n c h R e p u b l i c a n , was appo in ted 'p roba te
j udge in 1868 , by t h e Reconstruct ion m i l i t a r y g o v e r n m e n t .
H e s e r v e d i n t h e o f fi c e u n t i l 1874.

"Here a t t h e fi r s t c o u r t h o u s e , b i r t h a n d d e a t h , m a r r i a g e
a n d d i v o r c e , t h e b u y i n g and s e l l i n g o f p r o p e r t y , t h e
a s s i g n i n g o f p u n i s hme n t t o t h e g u i l t y and s e t t i n g a t l i b e r t y
t h e innocent: t h e i m p o r t a n t e v e n t s of a c i v i l i z e d s o c i e t y
have t a k e n p l a c e o r have been r e c o r d e d , o r bo t h . " D r .
Ta t e s a i d . _

The 11 8 - y e a r - o l d b u i l d i n g was i n p o o r c o n d i t i o n when
i t was dona ted by M a r y L e e H a l l a n d moved across town
e a r l i e r t h i s y e a r a n d p l a c e d among o t h e r a n t i q u e b u i l d i n g s
o n t h e g r o u n d s o f t h e H e r i t a g e C e n t e r .

O v e r t h e y e a r s t h e b u i l d i n g has been u s e d b o t h a s
a res idence and business. ,

The coun t y s e a t h ad been l o ca t e d a t Be l l e f o nha , b u t
in May 1860, t h e p e o p l e v o t e d to move t h e cour thouse f r om
t h e s m a l l r i v e r town n e a r wha t is now Ho l l y w o o d to Scot tsboro .

B u t b e f o r e t h e move began t h e C i v i l Wa r intervened.
The two s t o r y c o u r t h o u s e l o c a t e d i n B e l l e f o n t e ' s

s qua r e was de s t r o y ed nea r t h e end o f t h e C i v i l W a r , a l t h o u g h
t h e e x a c t circumstances a r e unknown. ,

However, some r e c o r d s we re s a v e d a n d Judge Ta t e t o o k
them to Sco t t s bo r o i n November o f 1868 a n d s e t up h i s
l a w o ffices i n t h e new b r i c k b u i l d i n g l o c a t e d o n R a i l r o a d
Avenue, nea r t h e Sco t t s bo r o D e p o t .

The fi r s t cou r thouse i n Sco t t s bo r o ,. t h e one-room
s t r u c t u r e became known a s t h e " l i t t l e cour thouse“ .
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Ta t e had t h e d i s t i n c t i o n o f s e r v i n g a s p r o b a t e j u d g e
i n t h r e e o f t h e c o u n t y ' s f o u r cou r t houses .

The o r i g i n a l c o u n t y s e a t was a t S a u t a , b u t s i n c e
it was n o t uncommon in t h o s e d a y s f o r c o u r t to be h e l d
i n p r i v a t e homes, t h e r e i s some q u e s t i o n a s t o whe t h e r
t h e r e was e v e r a l e g i t i m a t e cou r thouse t h e r e .

HISTORY COMES UP "ROSES IN STANLEY'S GARDEN

By An n B. Chambless

When S t a n l e y J o n e s g r a d u a t e d f r o m Jackson Co u n t y H i g h
S c h o o l i n S c o t t s b o r o , A labama, i n 1940 , a f o r m a l r o s e g a r d e n
was n o t one o f h i s t o p p r i o r i t i e s . B u t t h i r t y y e a r s l a t e r
S t a n l e y b e g a n t o see t h r o u g h " r o s e c o l o r e d g l a s s e s " , a nd
h e a n d h i s w i f e , S u e , began c o l l e c t i n g r o s e c u t t i n g s f r om
t h e p l a c e s t h a t were i m p o r t a n t t o them.

S t a n l e y e x p l a i n s , “The g a r d e n j u s t e v o l v e d , a nd i t
s t i l l i s a n on - g o i n g hobb y. " S t a n l e y r e f e r s t o t h e i r wo r k
a s a fl e d g l i n g g a r d e n , b u t i t s o r i g i n a l i t y and beau t y have
m e r i t e d r ev i ews in b o t h THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION and THE
ATLANTA JOURNAL.

How d i d t h e g a r d e n b e g i n ? S t a n l e y mused , " C o l l e c t i n g
one p l a n t l e d t o t h e r e q u e s t f o r a n o t h e r and t h e g a r d e n
j u s t ' g r e w ' . When o u r sons were i n c o l l e g e , w e v i s i t e d
e a c h ‐ S t a n , J r . a t H a r v a r d a n d W i l l i s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y
o f C a l i f o r n i a a t B e r k e l e y . W ewere enchanted w i t h t h e
l o v e l y l andscap ing a t e a c h u n i v e r s i t y . -We wonde red i f
w e c o u l d t r a n s f e r a t i n y b i t o f t h e i r b e a u t y t o o u r own
ba c k y a r d i n A t l a n t a . W e a p p r o a c h e d e a c h u n i v e r s i t y a n d
we re overwhelmed by t h e i r g e n e r o u s r e s p o n s e . " F r o m H a r v a r d ,
S t a n l e y chose r o s e s n e a r e s t t h e house whe re t h e Kennedy
b r o t h e r s l i v e d d u r i n g t h e i r s t u d e n t d a y s .

These c u t t i n g s t r a n s p l a n t e d w e l l i n A t l a n t a . S e v e n
y e a r s l a t e r , S t a n l e y Jones sha r ed h i s H a r v a r d r o s e s w i t h
t h e J o h n F . Kennedy L i b r a r y i n B o s t o n . S t a n l e y ' s r o s e s
were p l a n t e d o n a k n o l l o v e r l o o k i n g D o r c h e s t e r B a y a n d
a r e now a s b e a u t i f u l a s when h e fi r s t saw them a t H a r v a r d .

R e c e n t l y S Ta n l e y r e c a l l e d h i s 1979 i n v i t a t i o n t o a t t e n d
t h e ded i ca t i on o f t h e John F. Kennedy L i b r a r y . He s a i d ,
" I t was a b e a u t i f u l d a y , a n d t h e n P r e s i d e n t Jimmy C a r t e r
made t h e b e s t s p e e c h I e v e r h e a r d h i m make. Yo u p r o b a b l y
remember t h a t Edward Kennedy a l s o d e l i v e r e d a s p e e c h .
I t h o r ough l y en j o yed v i e w i n g t h e p l a t f o r m g u e s t s wh i ch
i n c l uded J a c k i e O n a s s i s , C a r o l i n e and John Kennedy, Dean
Rusk , and Lady B i r d Johnson . "

A f t e r r e c e i v i n g t h e r o s e c u t t i n g s , s e ed l i n g s , a nd
var ious p l a n t s f r om Cambridge and Be r k e l e y, M r . and M r s .
Jenes dec ided t o w r i t e e a c h home and /o r h i s t o r i c a l s i t e
assoc ia ted w i t h e a c h U n i t e d S t a t e s p r e s i d e n t . This was
i n e a r l y 1973. A g a i n t h e Joneses were p l e a s a n t l y s u r p r i s e d
b y t h e abundant c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e i r g a r d e n .

S t a n l e y Jones c o r r e s p o n d e d w i t h museum c u r a t o r s ,
u n i v e r s i t y p r e s i d e n t s , l i b r a r i a n s , h i s t o r i c s i t e e x p e r t s ,
a n d ambassadors to o b t a i n r o s e s w i t h t h e h i s t o r i c a l t o u c h .
The Joneses ' c o l l e c t i o n now numbers hundreds o f . r o s e s
a s w e l l a s fl owe r i n g b u l b s , v i n e s a n d t r e e s f r om s i t e s
assoc ia ted w i t h a l l o u r f o r t y p r e s i d e n t s .

S t a n l e y i s s t i l l a l i t t l e awed t h e y e v e r r e c e i v e d
t h e fi r s t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e i r p r e s i d e n t i a l roses. The
c u t t i n g s were f r om Pres i den t James A . G a r fi e l d ' s home
in M e n t o r , O h i o . T h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n was hand‐delivered
b y a M r s . S l a c k who was e n r o u t e f r om Oh i o t o F l o r i d a i n
Feb r u a r y, 1973. She r e a c hed A t l a n t a d u r i n g a t e r r i fi c
snowstorm and was a f r a i d t o v e n t u r e f a r f r om t h e i n t e r s t a t e .
She l e f t t h e c u t t i n g s a t a s e r v i c e s t a t i o n o n I - 2 8 5 .

xShe t o o k t h e t i m e t o m a i l S t a n l e y a c a r d e x p l a i n i n g
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t h e d e l i v e r y . P o s t c a r d i n h a n d , S t a n l e y d r o v e t o t h e
s t a t i o n a n d r e t r i e v e d t h e c u t t i n g s . "One o f t h e t h r e e
s u r v i v e d , ” h e beamed. The G a r fi e l d c u t t i n g w h i c h g a v e
S t a n l e y h i s s t a r t i s a n o l d - f a s h i o ned p i n k c l i m b e r r o s e
a n d i s s t i l l o ne o f h i s f a v o r i t e s .

N o t a l l c o n t r i b u t i o n s h a v e b e e n r o s e c u t t i n g s . The
Jone se s ' g a r d e n i n c l u d e s boxwoods f r o m James Mo n r o e ' s
O a k h i l l i n L ee sbu r g , V i r g i n i a , a n d f r o m t h e a n c e s t r a l
home o f W i l l i am H e n r y H a r r i s o n . They c u l t i v a t e i v y f r om
t h e Co l umb i a , Tennessee home o f James P o l k , v i o l e t s f r om
Warm S p r i n g s L i t t l e W h i t e H o u s e , home o f F . D . R o o s e v e l t
and r o s e s f r om h i s Hyde P a r k , New Yo r k home. T h e r e ' s
p y r a c a n t h a f rom.Pres ident Buchanan 's L a n c a s t e r , P e n n s y l ‑
v a n i a home, c a r n a t i o n p l a n t s f r om W i l l i a m M cK i n l e y ' s M i l e s ,
Oh i o home, d a f f o d i l s f r o m G e r a l d F o r d ' s A l e x a n d r i a , V i r g i n i a
home , a n d a h y d r a n g e a a n d a z e b r a l i l y p l a n t f r o m Jimmy
C a r t e r ' s P l a i n s , G e o r g i a home. .

P r e s i d e n t Reagan s e n t a p i n e s e e d l i n g f r o m h i s S a n t a
B a r b a r a Ranch a n d a m a g n o l i a s e e d l i n g f r om t h e Wh i t e House
g r own b y P r e s i d e n t Andrew Jackson i n memory o f h i s w i f e ,
Ra c he l . F r om Camp D a v i d , t h e J o n e s e s r e c e i v e d t u l i p b u l b s
t a ken f r o m t h e g a r d e n n e a r t h e P res i den t ' s " A s pen " c o t t a g e .

F r om t h e V i c e P r e s i d e n t ' s home , t h e J o n e s e s r e c e i v e d
a Co t o nea s t e r and a h y b i s c u s p l a n t . Pebb les f r o m t h e
walkway o f C h e s t e r A r t h u r ' s home i n F a i r fi e l d , Ve rm o n t
now g r a c e t h e J o n e s g a r d e n . N o g a r d e n w o u l d b e c o m p l e t e
w i t h o u t h e r b s , a n d S t a n l e y chose t h yme , r o s ema r y, a n d
sage f r o m Thomas J e f f e r s o n ' s g a r d e n a t M o n t i c e l l o .

The g r e a t e s t c h a l l e n g e was a g i f t f r o m t h e Qu i n c y
home o f t h e f a t h e r and s o n P r e s i d e n t s Adams. S t a n l e y
e x p l a i n e d , "We r e c e i v e d c u t t i n g s o n f o u r d i f f e r e n t o c c a s i o n s
f r om t h e Yo r k i s h r o s e b r o u g h t t o t h i s c o u n t r y f r o m Yo r k ,
E n g l a n d b y A b i g a i l Adams i n 1788 . W e managed t o g e t t h e
f o u r t h c u t t i n g t o l i v e . “

S i n c e M r . a n d M r s . J o n e s r e s i d e i n G e o r g i a , S t a n l e y
t h o u g h t t h e y s h o u l d h a v e a p l a n t r e p r e s e n t i n g K i n g Geo rge I I
f o r whom G e o r g i a was named. I t t o o k c u t t i n g t h r o u g h

m i l e s o f r e d t a p e a n d a mo u n t a i n o f p a p e r w o r k , b u t S t a n l e y
Jones p e r s e v e r e d .

In F e b r u a r y of 1975 , t h e w i f e of s i r P e t e r Ramsbotham,
B r i t i s h Ambassador to t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , v i s i t e d A t l a n t a .
S t a n l e y c o n t a c t e d h e r a n d a s k ed f o r a r o s e c u t t i n g f r o m
t h e g a r d e n o f Buck i ngham P a l a c e . A f t e r m o n t h s o f c o r r e s ‑
p o n d e n c e , t h e l o n g - a w a i t e d g i f t f r o m t h e Queen o f E n g l a n d
a r r i v e d . The g i f t r o s e b u s h i s f r om t h e Queen 's home
at Windsor C a s t l e .

T he r o y a l a d d i t i o n c a l l e d "Au tumn Sunsh i n e “ d i d n o t
c o m p l e t e t h e J o n e s e s ' g a r d e n . S t a n l e y s t a t e d , " A s w e
t r a v e l , w e c o l l e c t l o v e l y p l a n t s f r o m e a c h s i t e v i s i t e d .
S t a n , J r . a t t e n d e d O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y o n a Rhodes s c h o l a r ‑
s h i p . W h i l e v i s i t i n g h i m , w e a c q u i r e d a r o s e h i p f r o m
t h e c o u r t y a r d a t B a l l i o l C o l l e g e whe re h e s t u d i e d . The
r o s e l i v e s t o d a y . " M r . and M r s . J o n e s ha ve a l s o c o l l e c t e d
r o s e c u t t i n g s f r om Wins ton C h u r c h i l l ' s g r a v e , f r om W i l l i a m
Shakespea r e ' s home, f r om Hampton C o u r t , a nd f r om Ba lm o r a l
Pa l ace . S t a n l e y Jones sums up h i s l o v e f o r t h e i r g a r d e n
by s t a t i n g , ' S o , t h e hobby con t i nues . I t i s s t i l l a fl e d g ‑
l i n g g a r d e n , a n d we k e e p upda t i ng i t . The beau t y o f t h e
p l a n t s r e fl e c t t h e b e a u t y and g r a c e o f t h i s c o u n t r y a n d
o f t h e p a t r i o t s who have l e d i t . "

A l t h o u g h S t a n l e y a n d Sue J one s have l i v e d i n A t l a n t a
f o r a number o f y e a r s , S t a n l e y h a s n e v e r l o s t h i s fi r s t
. love - Jackson C o u n t y , Alabama. I t i s d i f fi c u l t t o p e n
a d e s c r i p t i o n o f S t a n l e y ' s en t hus i a sm f o r h i s Ja c k son
Coun t y r o o t s . A f t e r one conve r s a t i o n w i t h M r . Jones,
one h a s n o doub t abou t h i s a l l e g i a n c e t o h i s Ja c k son C o u n t y
f a m i l y , f r i e n d s and h e r i t a g e .

' S t a n l e y i s t h e o l d e s t s o n o f J ohn a n d A l i c e ( C o l l i n s )Jones. H e a n d h i s b r o t h e r , Wa y n e , a t t e n d e d t h e s c h o o l s
i n S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama a n d S t a n l e y i s a g r a d u a t e o f Auburn
a n d Columbia Un i v e r s i t i e s . He s e r v e d a s dean o f s t uden t s
a t C l a y t o n C o l l e g e i n DeKalb Coun t y, _Geo rg i a . For_the
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l a s t s e v e r a l y e a r s , A t l a n t a r e a l e s t a t e has been h i s p r o f e s s i o n
a n d p o l i t i c s a n d r o s e h o r t i c u l t u r e have been h i s a v o c a t i o n s .
When a s k ed i f h e p l a n t e d h i s r o s e c u t t i n g s b y p o l i t i c a l
p a r t y S t a n l e y r e p l i e d , " N o , I j u s t s t i c k them i n t h e
g r o u n d . L a t e r I t r a n s p l a n t them i n t h e i r o r d e r o f one
t h r ough f o r t y . A t t imes I have had a N i x on n e x t t o Rooseve l t .

S t a n l e y a l s o “blooms“ w i t h a l l s o r t s o f h i s t o r i c a l
f a c t s , because h e knows h i s p r e s i d e n t s a s h e knows t h e i r
r o s e s . He a s k e d , " D i d y o u know t h a t Woodrow W i l s o n s t a r t e d
t h e Wh i t e House g a r d e n ? T h a t w e ' v e h a d t h r e e Johnsons
a s v i c e p r e s i d e n t s ? O r t h a t M i l l a r d F i l l m o r e was o f f e r e d
an honorary d e g r e e to O x f o r d b u t t u r n e d i t down because
h e d i d n o t d o a n y t h i n g t o e a r n i t ? And t h a t Abraham
L i n c o l n ' s s o n , R o b e r t , w i tnessed t h r e e assass ina t ions ,
i n c l u d i n g t h a t o f h i s f a t h e r ? "

Ano t h e r w o n d e r f u l f a c t y o u shou l d know abou t S t a n l e y
Jones i s t h a t h e LOVED h i s mo t h e r. The e p i t a p h S t a n l e y
w r o t e f o r h e r g r a v e m a r k e r s p e a k s f o r b o t h mo t h e r and
son:

"Widowed fi f t y y e a r s , young at 8 9 , A l i c e l o v e d t h e
L o r d , c o n q u e r e d c r i s i s , en j o yed l i f e , adored p i n k , s e r v e d
t h e n e e d y. L o v i n g , compass iona te , t e a r l e s s , indes t ruc t ‑
a b l e , g a l l a n t , e n t h u s i a s t i c , s h r ewd , s t r o n g - w i l l e d , f r u g a l .
u p - t o - d a t e . A l i c e was a p r o v i d e r , a d v i s o r , l e t t e r w r i t e r ,
g a r d e n e r , w a l k e r , d i s p e n s e r o f r emed i e s , a n d a democrat
l e g e n d . "

L i k e m o t h e r , l i k e s o n ! S t a n l e y J o n e s r e p r e s e n t s
h i s h e r i t a g e w i l l .

NICKAJACK: IN FACT AND FOLKLORE
By Ann B. Chambless

The recesses o f N i c k a j a c k Cave r u n u n d e r t h r e e s t a t e s
- Alabama, G e o r g i a , a n d Tennessee. T h i s h i s t o r i c landmark
i s s i x m i l e s n o r t h e a s t o f B r i d g e p o r t , Alabama. I n i t s
n a t u r a l s t a t e , t h e m o u t h o f t h e cave rn was a lmos t 200
f e e t w i d e a n d 7 5 f e e t h i g h f r o m t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e cave
s t ream t o t h e c e i l i n g . Abou t h a l f t h e w i d t h o f t h e cave r n
was t a k e n up w i t h a s t r eam wh i c h was s i x f e e t d e e p .

The open i ng ex tended south-southwest f o r 2100 f e e t
a n d m e r g e d i n t o a n o t h e r l a r g e room 3 0 f e e t l o n g , 9 0 f e e t
h i g h , a n d 125 f e e t w i d e . F r om t h i s p o i n t t h e cave branched
i n t o i n t r i c a t e l a b y r i n t h s . I n 1939 , t h e c a v e ' s owner
advert ised a t h r e e m i l e unde rg r ound b o a t r i d e .

In 1967, t h e Tennessee Va l l e y A u t h o r i t y r a i s e d t h e
c a v e ' s wa t e r l e v e l b y 25 f e e t when t h e floodga t e s o f
N i c ka j a ck Dam were c l o sed . Due t o hazards i n vo l ved , TVA
was f o r ced t o c l o s e t h e i n n e r sanctums o f N i c ka j a c k Cave .

However, i t s e n l a r g e d unde r g r ound l a k e has n o t d i m i n ‑
i shed t h e a g e ‐ o l d f asc ina t i on o f N i c k a j a c k ' s h i s t o r y a n d
f o l k l o r e . The b e s t p l a c e t o s t a r t w i t h t h e i n t e r p l a y
o f h i s t o r y a n d landscape is w i t h t h e Cherokees in 1730.
D u r i n g t h e fi r s t h a l f o f t h e 1 8 t h c e n t u r y , N i c ka j a ck
Cave p r o v i d e d r e f u g e f o r t h e Cherokees and Chickamaugas.
L a t e r t h e C r e e k N a t i o n o c c u p i e d t h i s a r ea b e f o r e t h e
C r ee k s moved f u r t h e r s o u t h a n d w e s t . Z e l l a A rms t r o ng ,
a n o t e d Chat tanooga h i s t o r i a n , w r o t e , "The r e a l o r i g i n
o f N i c ka j a c k i s t h e Cherokee An i - k u s a t i - y i , meaning 'C r eek
P e o p l e P l a c e . " T h e - g u t t u r a l I n d i a n p r o n o u n c i a t i o n was
rende red b y t h e w h i t e p e o p l e , ' N i c k a j a c k ' . "

T h u s , M s . A rms t r ong r e j e c t e d t h e f o l k l o r e t h a t t h e
, c a v e t o o k i t s name f r o m a N e g r o named J a c k who was c a p t u r e d
b y t h e C r e e k I n d i a n s i n t h e 1 7 9 0 ' s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s
l e g e n d , N e g r o J a c k became "N i g g e r J a c k “ w h i c h , i n t u r n ,
became N i c k a j a c k . However, Z e l l a A rms t rong s t a t e d t h e
t i m i n g o f t h e c a p t u r e was t o o l a t e i n h i s t o r y t o have
a f f e c t e d t h e nam i ng o f t h e cave a n d t h a t i t was n o t f e a s i b l ethe’Cherokees wo u l d name one of t h e i r mos t i m p o r t a n t towns
a f t e r t h e s l a v e o f a n o t h e r t r i b e .
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N i c k a j a c k ' s C h e r o k e e p o p u l a t i o n w a s a t i t s p e a k a s
o n e o f t h e Cherokees ' F i v e L o w e r Towns . When D r a g g i n g
Canoe was d e f e a t e d : i n 1779 b y G e n e r a l E v a n S h e l b y a t
Chickamauga ( n e a r p r e s e n t - d a y C h a t t a n o o g a ) , h e o b t a i n e d
p e r m i s s i o n f r o m t h e C r e e k s t o move h i s p e o p l e t o a reas
f o r t i fi e d b y L o o k o u t a n d R a c c o o n ( S a n d ) M o u n t a i n s . T h e
fi v e L o w e r Towns w e r e s t r a t e g i c a l l y l o c a t e d t o meet a l l
m i l i t a r y s e c u r i t y r e q u i r e m e n t s , p r o t e c t e d b y b o t h m o u n t a i n s
a n d b y t h e n a t u r a l hazards o f t h e w h i r l a n d s u c k o f t h e
Tennessee R i v e r . N i c k a j a c k C a v e , l o c a t e d at t h e n o r t h
b a s e o f R a c c o o n ( S a n d ) M o u n t a i n , became a h i d e o u t a n d
a p l a c e t o s t o r e t h e I n d i a n w a r p a r t i e s ' s p o i l s a s t h e
I n d i a n s r a i d e d a n d harassed t h e Tennessee f r o n t i e r . As
l a t e as 1794 , G o v e r n o r B l o u n t commented t h a t a n y m a i l
c o u r i e r " d e a r l y e a r n e d " t h e $50 c h a r g e f o r c a r r y i n g a
l e t t e r f r o m N a s h v i l l e t o K n o x v i l l e .

I n 1788, C o l o n e l James B r o w n , a R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r
v e t e r a n , l e f t N o r t h C a r o l i n a a n d headed w e s t t o c l a i m
a m i l i t a r y l a n d g r a n t n e a r N a s h v i l l e , Tennessee . H i s
p a r t y t r a v e l e d by b o a t down t h e Tennessee R i v e r . When
t h e y r e a c h e d N i c k a j a c k , t h e y were g r e a t e d b y w h a t a p p e a r e d
to be f r i e n d l y Cherokees. C o l . B rown p e r m i t t e d s e v e r a l
t o e n t e r h i s b o a t w i t h d i s a s t r o u s r e s u l t s . C o l . B r o w n ,
h i s two o l d e r s o n s , a n d fi v e o t h e r young men w e r e k i l l e d .
M r s . B rown and h e r fi v e y o u n g e r c h i l d r e n w e r e t a k e n p r i s ‑
one rs .

T h r e e o f t h e B r o w n c h i l d r e n w e r e c l a i m e d b y w a r r i o r s
a t N i c k a j a c k . O n e o f t h e I n d i a n s q u a w s demanded immediate
d e a t h o f t h e b o y , J o s e p h B r o w n . S h e ma in ta ined he was
o l d e n o u g h t o see e v e r y t h i n g , r e m e m b e r, a n d l a t e r g u i d e
t h e w h i t e s o l d i e r s t o d e s t r o y t h e i r towns. H o w e v e r ,
J o s e p h ' s l i f e was s p a r e d , a n d h e l i v e d a s a n I n d i a n b o y
f o r a b o u t a y e a r b e f o r e h e was r a n s o m e d i n A p r i l , 1789 .
T h e s q u a w ' s p r e d i c t i o n . c a m e t o p a s s , a s t h e s e e d f o r
p e n e t r a t i n g t h e f o r t r e s s e s o f N i c k a j a c k a n d R u n n i n g W a t e r
were fi r m l y i m p l a n t e d i n J o s e p h B r o w n b e f o r e h i s r e l e a s e ;

F o u r y e a r s l a t e r , i n 1 7 9 3 , N i c k a j a c k was t h e s c e n e
of t h e l a s t b a t t l e of t h e I n d i a n Wars in Tennessee.
G u i d e d b y J o s e p h B r o w n , M a j o r James O r e l e d 900 men f r o m
t h e M e r o D i s t r i c t ( N a s h v i l l e ) a c r o s s t h e Cumberland M o u n t ‑
a i n . The s u r p r i s e a t t a c k was w e l l p lanned, a n d more t h a n
200 I n d i a n s w e r e k i l l e d . T h e c o m p l e t e . r o u t e o f N i c k a j a c k

m i r r o r e d t h e c a p t u r e o f R u n n i n g W a t e r To w n .
J u s t two d a y s b e f o r e i t was d e s t r o y e d , N i c k a j a c k

was t h e scene o f a s c a l p dance . H o w e v e r , a f t e r t h e success ‑
f u l N i c k a j a c k e x p e d i t i o n , a l l r e s i s t a n c e ended. I n 1804 ,
t h e town o f N i c k a j a c k c o n s i s t e d o f t w e n t y - s e v e n p e r s o n s ,
a n d Turtle-at-Home was i t s c h i e f . In an a p p e a l f o r h e l p
t o I n d i a n Agent R e t u r n J . M e i g s , t h e c h i e f w r o t e :

”N i ckO jack , S e p t e m b e r 3 0 , 1804. I a n d a g r e a t many
o f m y p e o p l e i s v e r y i l l . I d o n o t c o n s i d e r N i c k o j a c k ,
Sacukcha , a n d Runn ing W a t e r a s one a n d u n d e r m y p r o t e c t i o n .
Number o f s o u l s R u n n i n g W a t e r ‐ 9 4 , S a c u c h a ‐ 9 0 , N i c k O j a c k
-  2 7 . “

Abou t t h i s t ime. M a j o r James O r e r e t u r n e d t o N i c k a j a c k
a s a c i v i l i a n . H e was one o f t h e fi r s t w h i t e men t o e x p l o r e
t h e mamouth c a v e a t N i c k a j a c k . I n 1818 , t h e R e v . E . C o r n e l i u s
r e l a t e d , "Commencing e a r l y in t h e m o r n i n g , James O r e f o l l o w e d
t h e course of t h e c r e e k in a canoe f o r t h r e e m i l e s . He
came to a f a l l o f w a t e r a n d was o b l i g e d to re tu rn . . .Whe the r
h e p e n e t r a t e d t h r e e m i l e s o f thecave o r n o t , i t i s a f a c t
h e ( O r e ) d i d n o t r e t u r n t i l l t h e e v e n i n g , h a v i n g been b u s i l y
>engaged in h i s subterranean v o y a g e f o r t w e l v e h o u r s . "

I n h i s e x p l o r a t i o n s , James O r e d i d n o t fi n d t h e e n d
o f t h e cavern , b u t h e d i d r e a l i z e t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f
t h e n i t r o u s d e p o s i t s i n N i c k a j a c k a n d s e c u r e d t h e p e r m i s s i o n
of t h e Cherokee I n d i a n A g e n c y a n d t h e I n d i a n s to w o r k t h ecave. T h e m i n i n g of s a l t p e t r e was an economic b o o s t f o r
N i c k a j a c k town a s evidenced b y a n 1809 l e t t e r f r o m R e t u r n
J-.i_Ms_iss 150. .jchs _Sec_re_t.axty._o_£_W.a.r:= ,_



' C o l . O r e , w h o c a r r i e s o n t h e mak i ng o f s a l t p e t r e
a t t h i s town (N i c k a j a c k ) t o l d me l a s t y e a r , THAT HE HAD
MADE I N F IVE YEARS u p w a r d s o f 6 0 , 0 0 0 p o u n d s o f s a l t p e t r e ,
a cons iderab le p a r t o f w h i c h he u s e d in t h e m a k i n g of p o w d e r . "

O n J u n e 2 1 , 1 8 11 , R e t u r n J . Me i g s r e c o r d e d i n h i s
d a y book : “ T h i s d a y g a v e C o l o n e l James O r e p e r m i s s i o n '
t o keep a g r i s t m i l l a t N i c k a j a c k . “

L o n g b e f o r e h e moved t o N i c k a j a c k , James O r e h a d
become a t r u s t e d I n d i a n t r a d e r when h e l i v e d i n K n o . a n d
t h e n G r a i n g e r C o u n t i e s , Tennessee. He con t inued t h e s e
i n t e r e s t s b y e s t a b l i s h i n g a t r a d i n g p o s t a t N i c k a j a c k ,
a n d t h e r e he a l s o ma r r i e d a Cherokee. ( I n 1819, t h e i r
s o n , W i l l i a m , t o o k a 640 a c r e rese rve i n r i g h t o f h i s m o t h e r
in t h e sou theas t corner o f Jackson C o u n t y . ) C o l . O r e d i e d
a t N icka jack in 1812 , and h i s widow con t i n ued t h e bus iness
wh ich d rew a p r o t e s t f r om t h e I n d i a n s w r i t t e n b y The G l a s s
t o R e t u r n J . Me i g s o n J a nua r y 1 8 , 1813: ‘

"We w i s h t h e r e f o r e , s i r . i f y o u p l e a s e , t h a t y o u
w o u l d w r i t e M r s . O r e a n d t h o s e p e r s o n s engaged w i t h h e r
t h a t t h e y des i s t f r om t h e i r l a b o r and make p r e p a r a t i o n s
f o r r em o v a l a s soon as conven i en t , a s we do n o t wan t t o
t a k e any c o m p u l s i v e measures w i t h t hem . " M r s . O r e was
s t i l l l i v i n g a t N i c k a j a c k i n J u l y 1813. a s R icha rd G .
Waterhouse, a Thea Coun t y, Te n n e s s e e p i o n e e r , w r o t e i n h i s
d i a r y t h a t h e h a d d i n e d a t C o l o n e l O r e ' s a t N i c k a j a c k .
Wh i l e a t N i c k a j a c k , h e w r o t e , h e t o o k a v i ew o f t h e " h and ‑
some p l a i n and e x p l o r e d t h e l a r g e c a v e . ”

L a t e r t h e N i c k a j a c k a rea was s o l d t o a w e a l t h y Cherokee
woman, E l i z a b e t h P a c k , b y Cha r l e s H i c k w i t h t h e a p p r o v a l
of s e v e r a l o t h e r Cherokee c h i e f s . M r s . Pack was d i s p o s e d
b y John H . J e f f r e y who had ma r r i e d A l c e y , t h e d a u g h t e r
of Thomas W i l s on who had t a k e n a 640 a c r e Cherokee rese r ve
i n n o r t h e a s t Jackson C o u n t y . T h i s r e s u l t e d i n a con t r o ve r s y
w h i c h was h e a r d by t h e Cherokee C o u n c i l . The s t a n d a t
N i c k a j a c k was c o n s i d e r e d v a l u a b l e p r o p e r t y because i t was_
a d j a c e n t to t h e Turt le-at-Home's f e r r y ( l a t e r J o h n L o w e r y ' s )
a n d was a s t o p p i n g p o i n t on t h e t u r n p i k e deve l oped by Che ro ‑
kees a s e a r l y a s 1820 .

( S h e r w o o d ‘ s GAZETTER O F GEORGIA g i v e s t h e s t o p s o n
t h e G e o r g i a Road f r om M i l l e d g e v i l l e t o N i c k a j a c k i n 1829.
The s t a g e r a n wee k l y a n d t h e t a v e r n a t N i c k a j a c k was k e p t
b y a M r . W i l s o n . ) _

E l i z a b e t h Pa c k f o u g h t t o r e t a i n p o s s e s s i o n o f N i c k a j a c k .
On A p r i l 2 2 , 1820 , t h e Cherokee C o u n c i l r e s o l v e d " t h a t
i t i s eXped i en t t h a t t h e s a i d John H . J e f f r e y be d i s pos ses sed
o f t h e s a i d p l a c e and t h a t i t b e p u t i n t o t h e p e a c e a b l e
p o s s e s s i o n o f M r s . E l i z a b e t h Pack b y t h e l e g a l a u t h o r i t y
o f t h e Na t i o n . " T h i s o r d e r was s i g n e d by John Ro s s .

About t h i s t ime many o f t h e Cherokees began emig ra t ing
to Arkansas. Ac co r d i n g to t h e CHEROKEE EMIGRATION ROLLS
1817-1835, t r ansc r i bed by J a c k D . B a k e r , many o f . t h e
Cherokees em i g r a t e d to Arkansas f r o m N i c k a j a c k be tween
1818 a n d 1834. In 1818 , Sussanah ( n o l a s t n am e ) , Geo rge
( n o l a s t n am e ) , Chickasaw Te e - h e s , skon - tee -ah , O o - t o - l o n ‑
a h , Tah- tan - tas - tah , a n d Oo - ko l - l o - k a (a y o u t h ) , Ye -we ‑
ca - n ah ‐ ka , Te- tan-nees-kee, a n d John ( n o l a s t name) e n r o l l e d
themselves f o r t h e Arkansas C o u n t r y .

Unde r - t he 1828 t r e a t y w i t h t h e Cherokees , more N i c k ‑
a j a c k r es i den t s e n r o l l e d f o r r e m o v a l t o Arkansas a f t e r
r e c e i v i n g pay f o r t h e i r imp r o vemen t s . These included John
Wilson ( 6 i n f a m i l y ) , Thomas Wi lson ( 4 i n f a m i l y ) . James
w . Thorn ( 4 i n f a m i l y ) , W i l l i am Wood ( 1 ) , J ohn Wood ( 1 ) ,
Cha r l e s Wood ( 5 ) , a n d OLD MR. WOOD ( 1 ) , Peggy W i l k i s on
( 1 3 ) , R i cha rd B l e v i n ( 5 ) , S q u i r e B l e v i n ( 4 ) , ( 1 3 w h i t e
c h i l d r e n i n R icha rd a n d S q u i r e B l e v i n ‘ s f a m i l i e s ) , ' J o h n
Jones ( 1 ) , E l i z a b e t h Jones ( 3 ) , D a v i d a n d w i f e , ( 2 ) w i t h
6 w h i t e c h i l d r e n a n d 3 s l a v e s .

/ ( C o u l d t h e OLD M r . Wood be J o h n Wood (Tooches te r )
who deeded h i s 640 a c r e reserve to James Do r an in Do r an ' s
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C o v e i n 1 8 1 9 ? I f J o h n Wood ( To o c h e s t e r ) d i d e n r o l l f o r
e m i g r a t i o n , N i c k a j a c k w o u l d h a v e b e e n t h e C h e r o k e e t o w n
n e a r e s t  D o r a n ' s  C o v e . )

I n 1834. W i l l i a m R . C a m p b e l l ( 3 i n f a m i l y p l u s 3
s l a v e s ) R o b e r t B . V a n n ( 3 i n f a m i l y ) . a n d Adam a n d E l e a n o r
B i b l e ( 6 i n f a m i l y ) removed f r o m N i c k a j a c k u n d e r t h e p r o v i s i o n
of t h e Cherokee T r e a t y of 1832.

~ These names a l o n e r e p r e s e n t t h e e m i g r a t i o n o f n i n e t y
r e s i d e n t s . W i t h t h e i r e x o d u s , once a g a i n N i c k a j a c k became
a h i d i n g p l a c e f o r o f f e n d e r s o f t h e l a w . THE CHEROKEE
PHOENIX p u b l i s h e d o n J u l y 2 0 , 1833 , r e l a t e d :

" I n t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f A p r i l and e a r l y i n M a y , C a p t a i n
G a r d n e r o f t h e U . S . A r m y , made a n e x c u r s i o n o n t h e Te n n e s s e e
l i n e t o remove i n t r u d e r s f r o m Cherokee l a n d . some o f t h e s e
f a m i l i e s fl e d o v e r t h e G e o r g i a a n d Alabama l i n e s . The
e f f e c t o f t h i s p r o c e s s i s m a k i n g b a d m a t t e r s w o r s e , r e m o v i n g
i n t r u d e r s f r o m Te n n e s s e e t o G e o r g i a t o i n t r u d e o n t h e
Cherokees t h e r e , a l r e a d y t o o much o p p r e s s e d . . T h e r e m a i n d e r
o f t h e s e scum o f s o c i e t y p e n e t r a t e d t h e MAMMOTH CAVE a t
NICKAJACK, a n d h a v e s i n c e made i t t h e i r h a b i t a t i o n s . ‘

B y 1850, t h e Cherokees had c o m p l e t e l y v a c a t e d t he
a r e a , a n d t h e i r t own o f N i c k a j a c k d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m t h e
c a r t o g r a p h e r s ' m a p s . W h i t e men who b o u g h t l a n d a r o u n d
t h e cave c a l l e d t h e i r communi ty S h e l l Mound . In 1858 ,
t h e cave was v i s i t e d b y D . H . S t r o t h e r . a n a r t i s t - c o r r e s p o n d ‑
e n t f o r HARPER'S MAGAZINE. F r o m h i s d e s c r i p t i o n i n t h a t
p e r i o d i c a l f o r A u g u s t , 1 8 5 8 , w e l e a r n t h e r e was a s a w m i l l
a t t h e m o u t h o f t h e c a v e , a n d g e t a v i e w o f t h e c a v e t h r o u g h
S t r o t h e r ' s a r t i s t i c e y e s :

" T h e cave i s s i t u a t e d a t t h e base o f Raccoon M o u n t a i n
w h i c h r i s e s a b r u p t l y t o t h e h e i g h t o f t w e l v e t o fi f t e e n
h u n d r e d f e e t above t h e l o w g r o u n d s . I n t h e f a c e o f a
p e r p e n d i c u l a r c l i f f a p p e a r e d t h e y a w n i n g m o u t h o f N i c k ‑
A - J a c k C a v e . I t i s n o t a r c h e d a s t h e s e c a v e s u s u a l l y a r e ,
b u t s p a n n e d b y h o r i z o n t a l s t r a t a r e s t i n g o n s q u a r e abutments
a t t h e s i d e s , l i k e t h e m a s s i v e e n t a b l a t u r e o f a n E g y p t i a n
t e m p l e . F r o m t h e o p e n i n g i s s u e s a cons ide rab le s t r e a m
o f b r i g h t g r e e n c o l o r a n d o f s u f fi c i e n t v o l u m e t o t u r n
a saw m i l l a t h a n d . . . T h e r o o f o f t h e c a v e i s s q u a r e a n d
s m o o t h , l i k e t h e c e i l i n g o f a r o o m , b u t b e l o w , t h e p a s s a g e
i s r o u g h a n d i r r e g u l a r , w i t h h e a p s o f e a r t h a n d h u g e a n g u l a r
m a s s e s o f r o c k , m a k i n g t h e e x p l o r a t i o n d i f fi c u l t a n d d a n g e r o u s "
( t o b e c o n t i n u e d )

F T. HARKER - BEST PRESERVED C I V I L WAR REDOUBT IN AMERICA
B y E l i z a Mae W o o d a l l

When Edward E. T i n n e y, h i s t o r i a n at Chicamauga a n d
Chat tanooga N a t i o n a l M i l i t a r y P a r k , v i s i t e d t h e F o r t H a r k e r
s i t e i n t h e e a r l y 19808 h e was i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e m i n i m a l
amount o f d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f t h e r e d o u b t . I n a l e t t e r d a t e d
A u g u s t 2 2 , 1985 to t h e D i r e c t o r o f t h e Stevenson R a i l r o a d
Museum, t h e n John G r a h a m , ' . . . F o r t H a r k e r . . . i s one o f t h e
b e s t p r e s e r v e d b a t t e r y p o s i t i o n s a l o n g t h e N a s h v i l l e ‑
Cha t t anooga R a i l r o a d . . . I t is a l s o well-documented in MILLER'S
PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF THE C I V I L WAR, TEN VOLUMES."

I t was i n 1862 t h a t f o r t i fi c a t i o n s i n a n d a r o u n d
S t e v e n s o n were b u i l t b y U n i o n A r m y E n g i n e e r s who accompan‑
i e d t h e f o r c e s t h a t o c c u p i e d t h e town. The f o r t i fi c a t i o n s
were s t r a t e g i c a l l y p l a c e d t o p r o t e c t t h e a n t e ‐b e l l u m r a i l ‑
r o a d s t h a t m e r g e d at S t e v e n s o n : The N a s h v i l l e & Chat tanooga
a n d t h e M e m p h i s a n d C h a r l e s t o n . The S o u t h r e a l i z e d t o o
l a t e t h e s i g n i fi c a n c e o f t h i s m o s t r e c e n t mode o f t r a n s p o r t ‑
a t i o n i n fi g h t i n g a w a r a n d t h u s made n o a t t e m p t t o g u a r d
a n d p r o t e c t t h o s e r o a d s w i t h i n i t s b o r d e r s . H o w e v e r J o h n
Hunt M o r g a n , A . A . R u s s e l l , a n d J o e W h e e l e r w r e a k e d havoc
o n t h e U n i o n - g u a r d e d r a i l r o a d s , b l o w i n g u p b r i d g e s , t e a r i n g
u p t r a c k s , b u r n i n g t i m b e r s , e t c . , u n t i l U n i o n Army G e n e r a l s
were f o r c e d t o s t a t i o n g u a r d s a t e v e r y b r i d g e and a t fi f t y
y a r d i n t e r v a l s a l o n g t h e e n t i r e r a i l r o a d l i n e s . T h i s a c t i o n
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c o c u r r e d i n 1864 when s u p p l i e s f o r S h e r m a n ' s A r m y w e r e
t r a n s p o r t e d f r o m N a s h v i l l e t h r o u g h S t e v e n s o n a n d Cha t tanooga
t o  G e o r g i a .

F o r t H a r k e r was cons idered a v e r y i m p o r t a n t f o r t i fi c a ‑
t i o n . D a v i d C a m p b e l l i n " J a c k s o n C o u n t y S k e t c h e s ” , THE
JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES # 4 2 , c a l l s t h e F o r t " O n e of A l a b a m a ' s
b e s t - k e p t h i s t o r i c a l s e c r e t s . " T h e F o r t w a s c o n s t r u c t e d
on a h i l l commanding a v i e w of b o t h r a i l r o a d s . I t was
a n e a r t h e n F o r t a b o u t fi f t y y a r d s s q u a r e w i t h c l a y w a l l s
some fi f t e e n f e e t h i g h , s u r r o u n d e d b y a d r y m o a t . C i v i l
WAr r e c o r d s s t a t e t h a t t h e F o r t h a d 7 barbettes ( c a n n o n
p l a t f o r m s ) , a p o w d e r m a g a z i n e , a n d a b o m b p r o o f k e e p w i t h i n
t h e F o r t . A d r a w i n g b y C . A . E n s i g n o f t h e fi r s t M i c h i g a n
e n g i n e e r s in 1864 shows a blockhouse in t h e c e n t e r of t h e
F o r t , The blockhouse h a v i n g been d e s i g n e d a n d b u i l t by
M a j . P . V . F o x o f t h e l a t M i c h i g a n e n g i n e e r s i n 1 8 6 4 .
A p p a r e n t l y t h e B l o c k h o u s e was n o t c o n s t r u c t e d when t h e _
F o r t was fi r s t b u i l t . C o l . C h a r l e s G a r r i s o n H a r k e r , A r m y g
o f t h e O h i o , 2 0 t h b r i g a d e , was i n c h a r g e o f t h e i n i t i a l
c o n s t r u c t i o n i n 1 8 6 2 .

The y o u n g B r i g . G e n . James A . G a r fi e l d was a s s i g n e d
f o r t h e o n s i g h t i n s p e c t i o n s o f t h e f o r t i fi c a t i o n s i n 1862
b u t became i l l a n d was s e n t t o Wa s h i n g t o n . I n 1863 G e n .
Rosecrans was r e l i e v e d of h i s command by G e n . U l y s s e s S.
G r a n t " I n h i s p r i v a t e ( r a i l r o a d ) c a r o n t h e s i d i n g n e a r
t h e (S tevenson ) D e p o t . " Thus two f u t u r e U . S . P r e s i d e n t s ,
b y f a t e o f w a r , s p e n t some t i m e i n S t e v e n s o n .

Tw o s e p a r a t e s c i e n t i fi c A r c h e o l o g i c a l d i g s h a v e b e e n
c o n d u c t e d a t F o r t H a r k e r . The fi r s t , a s u p e r fi c i a l p r e ‑
l i m i n a r y o n e , o c c u r r e d i n 1976 a n d r e s u l t e d i n l o c a t i n g
t w o f e a t u r e s : a r o u n d wooden s t o c k t a n k a b o u t 2 0 f e e t
in c i rcumference a n d 3 f e e t d e e p , p r o b a b l y a domes t i c w a t e r
r e s e r v o i r a n d a f a c i l i t y f o r s w a b b i n g cannon d u r i n g combat
a n d t h e s e c o n d f e a t u r e b e i n g a s a n i t a r y l a n d fi l l c o n t a i n i n g
n a i l s . b o t t l e s , b r o k e n a n d w h o l e , c h i n a s h a r d s , m e t a l f r a g ‑
m e n t s , e t c .

A more c o m p r e h e n s i v e d i g was c o n d u c t e d i n 1985 b y
t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Alabama A r c h e o l o g i c a l r e s e a r c h team headed
b y C a r e y B . O a k l e y , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r ( A r c h e o l o g y ) i n
t h e Alabama S t a t e Museum o f N a t u r a l H i s t o r y . O a k l e y ' s
r e p o r t s t a t e s :

( The p r i m a r y g o a l . . . w a s t o c o n d u c t s u f fi c i e n t fi e l d
w o r k to make recommendat ions f o r s t a b i l i z a t i o n , p a r t i a l
r e s t o r a t i o n , a n d u l t i m a t e l y p u b l i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s
s i g n i fi c a n t u n i o n e a r t h w o r k .

Backhoe t r e n c h e s w e r e d u g i n o r d e r t o c r o s s - s e c t i o n
s e g m e n t s o f t h e e a r t h w o r k s a n d t o l o c a t e known o r s u s p e c t e d
c o n s t r u c t i o n f e a t u r e s , s u c h a s t h e b lockhouse , g a t e a r e a ,
a n d m a g a z i n e . A N o r t h - S o u t h o r i e n t e d t r e n c h p r o v i d e d i n f o r ‑
m a t i o n a b o u t t h e d r y m o a t , t h e s o u t h w a l l a n d g u n p l a t f o r m ,
a n d t h e g a t e a r e a . A t r e n c h i n t h e s o u t h e a s t c o r n e r p r o d u c e d
a t o t a l l y u n e x p e c t e d fi n d . The f o r t ' s u n d e r g r o u n d p o w d e r
m a g a z i n e s h o u l d h a v e b e e n i n t h a t a r e a ; i n s t e a d t h e r e m a i n s
o f a b u r n e d l o g c a b i n w e r e f o u n d . S u b s e q u e n t s t u d y r e v e a l e d
t h a t t h e c a b i n was d e s t r o y e d i m m e d i a t e l y b e f o r e t h e b u i l d i n g
o f t h e e a r t h w o r k s .

The t h i r d t r e n c h d i d uncove r t h e l o c a t i o n O f t h e
p o w d e r m a g a z i n e o u t s i d e t h e p r e s e n t d a y e a s t w a l l . T h i s
r e v e l a t i o n fi t s w i t h t h e r e p o r t s t h a t p o s t ~ c i v i l w a r d i r t
r e m o v a l h a d a l l b u t d e s t r o y e d t h e e a s t w a l l .

O a k l e y s u b m i t t e d c e r t a i n recommendat ions , some have
been a c c o m p l i s h e d a n d some a r e unde rway, and some a r e dreams
h e l d u p b y t h a t e v e r - p r e s e n t d e t e r r a n t - l a c k o f money.

‘ A n y d o n a t i o n s a r e welcome a n d s h o u l d b e s e n t t o :
S Te v e n s o n R a i l r o a d D e p o t Museum
P . O . B o x 894
S t e v e n s o n , A L 35772
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