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NEWSLETTER NO. T H I R T Y- N I N E JANUARY 1 4 , 1985

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIAT ION MEETING ‐ J a n u a r y 2 7 , 1 9 8 5 , 2 : 3 0 p . m . , S c o t t s b o r o
C i t y H a l l A u d i t o r i u m .

M a r t h a D a y e H u n t , P r o g r a m V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , i s p l e a s e d t o announce t h e speake r f o r t h e
J a n u a r y 2 7 m e e t i n g w i l l b e M r s . J o e C r o m e a n s (Mary A n n ) , a c h a r t e r member o f t h e J a c k s o n
C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . M r s . C romeans w i l l s h a r e h e r e x p e r i e n c e s i n t h e
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l d i g o n S n o d g r a s s I s l a n d ( n e a r o l d B e l l e f o n t e ) , a n d s h e w i l l show
p i c t u r e s o f t h e d a y ‐ t o ‐ d a y a c t i v i t i e s a s t h e w o r k w a s d i rec ted b y the S t a t e o f A l a b a m a
O f fi c e o f A r c h a e o l o g i c a l Resea rch . The J a c k s o n C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n p r o v i d e d
a g r a n t t o h e l p fi n a n c e t h i s r e s e a r c h p r o j e c t . B r o a d e n y o u r k n o w l e d g e o f J a c k s o n
C o u n t y ' s I n d i a n c u l t u r e b y h e a r i n g M r s . C r o m e a n s u n f o l d t h e p a g e s o f a h e r e t o f o r e l o s t
c i v i l i z a t i o n .  I n v i t e  a  f r i e n d !

The J . C . H . A . E x e c u t i v e B o a r d w i l l m e e t f r o m 1 : 3 0 u n t i l 2 : 3 0 p . m . ( j u s t p r i o r t o t h e
J a n u a r y  2 7  m e e t i n g . )

A c c o r d i n g t o A s s o c i a t i o n B y ‐ L a w s , a n n u a l d u e s a r e n o w due a n d payable. Make y o u r check t o :

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION REGULAR MEMBERSHIP $ 7 . 5 0
M r s . N e l s o n V a r n e l l L I F E MEMBERSHIPS $ 1 0 0 . 0 0
1006 B i r c h w o o d D r i v e
S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama 35768

P l e a s e  p r o v i d e :
NAME

ADDRESS

C I T Y STATE Z I P

J a c k s o n C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n members r e c e i v e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
q u a r t e r l y i n J a n u a r y , A p r i l , J u l y , a n d O c t o b e r .

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

I w o u l d l i k e t o e x p r e s s m y a p p r e c i a t i o n t o M r s . A n n a R u t h C a m p b e l l , t h e p r e c e d i n g
Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n p r e s i d e n t , f o r h e r l e a d e r s h i p t h e p a s t t w o y e a r s .
M r s . C a m p b e l l w i l l c o n t i n u e t o c o n t r i b u t e t o o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n a s a member o f t h e B o a r d
o f D i r e c t o r s . I m i g h t a l s o m e n t i o n t h a t a n h o n o r a r i u m h a s b e e n p r e s e n t e d t h e H i s t o r i ‑
c a l A s s o c i a t i o n i n M r s . C a m p b e l l ‘ s name b y h e r d a u g h t e r , M a r t h a P u l l e n , o f H u n t s v i l l e .
W e a r e a l s o g r a t e f u l f o r t h e d e d i c a t i o n a n d c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f l e a d e r s h i p o f E l i z a b e t h
B e n n e t t , R u b i l e e S m i t h , a n d E l i z a b e t h Thomas who a l l s e r v e d f o u r y e a r s i n t h e i r r e s p e c ‑
t i v e o f fi c e s .

Thank y o u f o r a l l o w i n g m e t o s e r v e a s y o u r p r e s i d e n t . T h o s e e l e c t e d t o s e r v e w i t h m e
d u r i n g 1985 a r e :

F i r s t V i c e ‐ P r e s i d e n t M a r t h a D a y e H u n t

Second V i c e ‐ p r e s i d e n t S t e v e n Durham
S e c r e t a r y E l b e r t a P a g e

T r e a s u r e r F r a n c e s L y l e s V a r n e l l
B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s G l e n n Hodges

W a l t e r Hammer

S u e P i c k e t t
W a l t e r S u m n e r

h d' te
K a t h r y n Windham, o u r O c t o b e r banquetAspea 3f, SEPREiftenm%8 Sipreggsfiegrggpgggiation
f o r b e i n g s e l e c t e d t o a d d r e s s t h e H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . She c o m p l i m e n t e d t h o s e p r e s e n t
a s b e i n g " a t t e n t i v e a n d r e s p o n s i v e , t h e k i n d o f a u d i e n c e e v e r y s t o r y t e l l e r w i s h e s f o r . "
I t w a s o b v i o u s f r o m t h e r e s p o n s e o f t h o s e p r e s e n t t h a t t h e f e e l i n g s t o w a r d M s . Windham
w e r e  m u t u a l .

L e e L a n g s t o n , d i r e c t o r o f t h e S c o t t s b o r o Jackson H e r i t a g e C e n t e r , w i l l b e t e a c h i n g a
c o u r s e i n museum p r a c t i c e a t N o r t h e a s t S t a t e d u r i n g t h e s p r i n g . Those i n t e r e s t e d i n
t a k i n g t h e c o u r s e may c o n t a c t M s . L a n g s t o n a t t h e H e r i t a g e C e n t e r f o r d e t a i l s .

I l o o k f o r w a r d t o w o r k i n g w i t h a l l members o f t h e H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n this y e a r .
D r . D a v i d C a m p b e l l



JACKSON COUNTY VOLUNTEERS IN MEXICAN WAR

BY A n n B. Chambless

The O c t o b e r , 1984 , JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES p u b l i s h e d t h e fi r s t i n s t a l l m e n t o f t h e
d i a r y k e p t by James M o n r o e R o s s o n ( 1 8 2 2 ‐ 1 9 0 4 ) d u r i n g h i s Mexican‐American W a r s e r v i c e
in 1846 ‐ 1847. F o r a r e c a p of t h e e v e n t s l e a d i n g up to t h i : T “ r , p l e a s e r e f e r to t h e
O c t o b e r , 1984 CHRONICLES. The fi r s t e n t r y in t h e d i a r y is as f o l l o w s :

J u l y 4 , 1846
"We l e f t M o b i l e t h i s m o r n i n g o n t h e New Yo r k . T h i s e v e n i n g w h i l e a t t h e w a r f , C a l a w a y
H o r t o n p u s h e d o f f a N e g r o man a n d drowned h i m dead . H e w a s a r r e s t e d a n d t r i e d a n d
c o m m i t t e d t o g a l e f o r a n e w t r i a l . W e l e f t o n t h e New Yo r k f o r B r a s o S a n t i a g o , T e x a s .

T h a t e v e n i n g w e g9_about 2 5 m i l e s o n t h e B a y . The w i n d r o s e a n d w e w a s c o m p e l l e d t o
s t o p . W e l a y t h a i r 3 3 h o u r s a t a n k e r . Then w e l e f t o f f o n t h e G u l f o f Mex i co a n d '
a b o u t t w o ‐ t h i r d s o f o u r b o y s w a i r s e a s i c k . "

The d i a r y c o n t i n u e s w i t h a d a y ‐ t o ‐ d a y i n s i g h t o f t h e t r u e h a r d s h i p s o f t h e w a r :
The J a c k s o n C o u n t y , Alabama, t r o o p s s u f f e r e d m o r e f r o m l a c k of f o o d , w a t e r , a n d
s u p p l i e s a s w e l l a s poor s a n i t a t i o n , d i s e a s e , a n d s i c k n e s s t h a n f r o m a r t i l l e r y fi r e .
Many v o l u n t e e r s q u i c k l y g r e w f r o m " b o y s t o men" a s t h e y s t r u g g l e d f o r s u r v i v a l o n
f o r e i g n s o i l . A s i n O c t o b e r , 1 9 8 4 , t h i s fi n a l i n s t a l l m e n t o f t h e d i a r y i s p r i n t e d
w i t h t h e o r i g i n a l 1846 ‐ 1847 R o s s o n s p e l l i n g .

A p r i l 1 5 , 1847
A o r d e r came f o r t h r e e companies of t h e A l a b a m a Reg imen t to be r e d y to l e a v e in t h e m o r n i n g
w i t h a t r a i n o f 100 waggons t o g o o n t o h e a d q u a r t e r s n e a r H a l l a p u s . We h e a r t h a t t h e y h a v e
h a d some fi t i n g ‐ t h e Mexicans a n d o u r advance g a r d w i t h C o l o n e l ( i l l e g i b l e ) m a i n army
some 14 ,000 in command.

A p r i l 1 6 , 1847
Three companies of t h e Alabama Regiment l e f t t h i s m o r n i n g f o r H a l l a p u s w i t h a t r a i n of
1 0 0 waggons a n d p r v i s h i o n s . The s i c k a l l l e f t b e h i n d . W e h a d fi v e d a y s r a s h e n s t o p a c k
o n o u r b a c k s a n d o u r k n a p s a c k s a l s o . W e l e f t a l l o u r t h i n g s h e a r t h a t w e c a n ' t p r e c i s e l y
n e e d . The r e m a i n d e r o f t h e Alabama Regiment h a s o r d e r s t o l e a v e o n t h e 1 7 t h f o r h e a d ‑
q u a r t e r s o n t o w a r d s H a l l a p u s o n t h e r o a d l e a d e n t o t h e C i t y o f Mex i co . W e l e f t a l l o f
o u r baggage w i t h t h e Quartermaster in V e r a C r u z u n t i l we r e t u r n h e a r a g a i n or h a v e them
b r o u g h t o n t o u s t o some o t h e r p o i n t o f d e p o s i t . A l l w e c a r r y i s j u s t w h a t w e a i r a b l e
t o p a c k o n o u r b a c k s . The s i c k i s l e f t a t t h e G e n e r a l H o r s e p i t t l e t o b e d o c t o r e d and

-~sent home or on to u s . - - - _

A p r i l 1 7 , 1847
The o r d e r i s t o fi x u p t h i s m o r n i n g and b e o f f t o h e a d q u a r t e r s a t J a l a p a . O n t h i s day
t h e b a t t l e commensed at C e r r o Gordo. We l e f t t h i s e v e n i n g between sundown and d a r k .

A p r i l 1 8 , 1847
The B r i g g a d e l e f t l a t e t h i s m o r n i n g . T r a v e l e d 1 3 m i l e s a n d struct camp. The B r i g g a d e
s u f f e r e d m u t c h f o r t h e w a n t o f w a t e r .

A p r i l 1 9 , 1847
The o r d e r is t o d a y to r e m a i n h e a r t o d a y f o r t h e waggons to k e t c h up a n d g e t a l l t h i n g s
r e d y f o r t h e n e x t d a y . Weg c t a l l t h i n g s r e d y a n d started at t h e brake of d a y t o d a y .
We w a s fi r e d o n . T h a t is t h e Advance G a r d w a s fi r e d o n . No damage d o n e .

A p r i l 2 0 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g w e l e f t a t t h e b r a k e o f d a y t o m a r c h 1 9 m i l e s t o w a t e r . W e p a s s e d o v e r
s e v e r a l fi n e b r i d g e s a n d t h e l a s t o n e w a s t h e N a s h e n e l ( ? N a t i o n a l ) B r i d g e i n t h e f o r k o f
t h e t w o c r e e k s . I n t h e f o r k o f t h e t w o c r e e k s was a t a l l b l u f f a n d o n t h a t b l u f f was
a f o r t e r e c t e d i n fi n e s t i l e . The c l i f f s w a s v e r y t a l l o n e a c h c i d e o f t h e b r i d g e . W e
a l l a i r i n fi n e h e a l t h .

A p r i l 2 1 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g w e l e f t a t t h e dawn o f d a y t o t r a v e l 1 5 m i l e s t o w a t e r . W e a l l made t h e t r i p
fi n e a n d q u i c k .

A p r i l 2 2 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g w e l e f t t o g o 1 5 m i l e s t o w a t e r . W e made i t e a r l y . W e p a s s e d t h e b a t t l e
g r o u n d e a r l y i n t h e d a y . The s i t e w a s ( i l l e g i b l e ) t o l o o k a t t h e d e a d o n t h e b a t t l e
g r o u n d . .

A p r i l 2 3 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g w e l e f t e a r l y f o r t o w n 9 m i l e s t o g o , o n e ‐ h a l f a f t e r 1 0 o c l o c k . W e l a n d e d
t h a i r . Then 3 m i l e s to camp s t r a t e t h r o u g h t o w n . We f o u n d a fi n e town a n d a handsome
m a r k e t a n d a s p l e n d i d encampment. Had fi n e c o a l d w a t e r a n d e v e r y t h i n g a p l e n t y .

A p r i l 2 4 , 1847
W e a i r h e a r i n camp a n d d o e n n o t h e n b u t g a r d d u t y a n d e a t e n g r e e n b e e f a l l t h e t i m e .

A p r i l 2 5 , 2 6 , 2 7 , 2 8 , 2 9 , 3 0 a n d M a y 1 a n d 2 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e . (On May 1 s o l d i e r s w e r e m u s t e r e d i n f o r p a y t h e l a s t t i m e . )

May 3, 1847
O r d e r s t o d a y f o r G e n e r a l ' s B r i g g a d e t o b e i n r e d i n e s s t o s t a r t o n t o P u e b l a V i s t a 105 m i l e s
f r o m P a u l u p o n t h e r o d e t o w a r d s t h e C i t y . :The order i s t o s t a r t a t 7 o c l o c k P. M . o n May 4 t h .



MEXICAN WAR DIARY O F JAMES MONROE ROSSON ( C o n t i n u e d )

M a y  4 ,  1 8 4 7
T h i s m o r n i n g w e w a i r fi x e d u p a n d t h e w a g g o n s a t h a n d a n d t h e o r d e r was c o u n t e r m a n d e d .
The 1 2 m o n t h s t r o o p s a r e t o b e disbanded a n d s e n t t o V e r a C r u z f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o New
O r l e a n s t o b e m u s t e r e d o u t o f servis a n d d i s c h a r g e d .

May 5 , O r d e r s s i l e n t t o d a y f o r o u r Reg imen t Alabama.

May 6, 1847
O r d e r s t o d a y t o d r a w f o r e d a y s r a s h o n s t o s t a r t o n t o V e r a C r u z .

May 7, 1847
The Alabama a n d . G e o r g i a Reg imen ts l e f t t h i s m o r n i n g f o r V e r a C r u z . W e marched 1 2 m i l e s
a n d camped.

May 8, 1847
W e s t a r t e d a t t h e dawn o f d a y t o g o 1 5 m i l e s . W e l a n d e d t h a i r a t 1 2 o c l o c k .

May 9, 1847
We marched 18 m i l e s t o d a y fi n e .

May 1 0 , 1847
W e came 1 0 miles t o d a y a n d camped u n t i l 1 2 o c l o c k i n t h e k n i g h t .

May 1 1 , 1847
W e s t a r t e d t h i s m o r n i n g a t 1 2 o c l o c k i n t h e k n i g h t a n d came 1 6 m i l e s a n d came t o V e r a
C r u z .

May 1 2 , 1847
W e a i r l i e n h e a r t o d a y f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o New O r l e a n s . W e g o t o u r b o a t a s s i n e d t o u s
t o d a y . C o l o n e l R . W . J o n e s l e f t t h e camp t o d a y f o r New O r l e a n s .

May 1 3 , 1847
C a p t a i n Thominson's Company a n d C a p t a i n J o n e s ' Company a n d C a p t a i n B o l d e n ' s Company
i s fi x i n g t h a i r b o a t t o d a y f o r t o l e a v e o f f t o New O r l e a n s . W e a i r l i e n h e a r t o d a y
doen n o t h e n a t a l l .

M a r y 1 4 , 1847
A d e t a i l made t h i s m o r n i n g t o p u t p r o v i s h i o n s o n t h e b o a t t o d o u s t o New O r l e a n s .
The t h r e e companies f u r n i s h e s t h i r t y men to do t h i s d u t y . C a p t a i n Thominson is in
command of t h e t h r e e companies. We was marched to t h e w a t e r l a t e in t h e e v e n i n g and
w e n t o n b o a r d a f t e r n i g h t .

May 1 5 , 1847
T H I S MORNING WE L E T S A I L .

May l 6 , l 7 , l 8 , a n d 1 9 , 1847
C o n t i n u e d t o d a y .

May 2 0 , 1847
S t i l l s a i l i n g o n s l o w .

May 2 1 , 1847
S t i l l r o l l e n o n a t s e a s l o w . Maken s l o w speed a s u s u a l . S a i d t o b e 6 m i l e s f r o m t h e
? d e l t a a t t h e m o u t h o f t h e M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r .

May 2 2 , 1847
S t i l l w a t e r a l o n g h e a r t o d a y a n d n i g h t .

May 2 3 , 1847
S t i l l c a l m t o d a y a n d l i k e l y t o remain s o f o r s e v e r a l d a y s . To n i g h t t h e breese r o s e
b u t i f u l .

Mary 2 4 , 1847
Today we r u n ( ? o n a b a r ) in t h e f o r e n o o n a n d w a s towed o v e r t h e b a y .
W e was t h e fi r s t Alabama T r o o p s t h a t l a n d e d a t t h e m o u t h o f t h e M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r 1847 .

May 2 5 , 1847
W e a i r r i d e n o n u p t h e M i s s i s s i p p i t o d a y i n a h u r r y . To n i g h t w e l a n d e d h e a r a t New
O r l e a n s a t 1 1 . W e h a d a r a i n y t i m e a l l d a y .

May 2 6 , 1847
We a i r s t r o l l e n a l l o v e r t o w n t o d a y a n d a t t h e same t i m e e x p e c t e n t o b e d i s c h a r g e d a n d
p a i d o f f . I think f r o m t h e b e s t i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t I c a n g e t tomor row m o r n i n g w e w i l l b e
d i s c h a r g e d a n d p a i d o f f . The p a y r o l e s was made o u t t o d a y r e d y f o r tomor row m o r n i n g .



MEXICAN WAR DIARY OF JAMES MONROE ROSSON (Continued)

May 27, 1847
W e w a i r m u s t e r e d o u t t o d a y a n d p a i d o f f a n d I fi x e d u p m y t h i n g s a n d w e n t a b o a r d o f t h e
H u n t s v i l l e f o r Tuscumbia a n d some 1 4 o f t h e b o y s .

May 2 8 , 1847
The H u n t s v i l l e l e f t New O r l e a n s t h i s m o r n i n g a t 9 o c l o c k i T E a s t P o i n t o n t h e Te n n e s s e e

R i v e r a n d Alabama Vo l u n t e e r s ( f r o m ) Jackson C o u n t y aboard o f H e r a r e 2 7 i n number.

M a y 2 9 , 1847
W e p a s s e d Na tchez t o d a y t h i s a f t e r n o o n . S t o p p e d o n e t i m e t o d a y t o wood . The s i c k i s
g e t t i n g a l o n g fi n e t o d a y a s C o u l d b e e x p e c t e d .

May .30 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g w e passed V i c k s b u r g a t t h e . b r a k e o f d a y l i g h t a n d l e f t H e n r y fi u l c y ( H u l s e y )
t h a i r o n t h e w a r f . W e s t o p p e d i n t h e e v e n i n g t o wood a n d t a c o n i n m o r e f r a i t ( f r e i g h t ) .

May 3 1 , 1847
We a i r g e t t i n g a l o n g fi n e t o d a y. ” We p a s s e d t h e m o u t h o f t h e A r k a n s a s R i v e r t h i s m o r n i n g .
W e s t i l l r o l l e d o n t o d a y a s f a s t a s p o s s i b l e .

J u n e 1 , 1847
W e came t o Memphis this m o r n i n g e a r l y and s t o p p e d a f e w m i n u t e s t o b u y p e r v i s h i o n s a n d
t h e n came on as usual.»

J u n e 2 , 1847
S t i l l r o l e n o n t o d a y .

J u n e 3 , 1847
W e r o l l e d o n today fi n e a f t e r m a k i n g s e v e r a l l a n d e n s .

To d a y w e l a n d e d a t E a s t Point a n d I a n d I . A . E u s t a c e s t o p p e d w i t h M ( a t t h e w ) M c D u f f
to t r y a n d cure h i m .

J u n e 5 , 1847
I a n d I. A. E u s t a c e is in E a s t P o i n t w a i t i n g on M. T. M c D u f f at t h e house of M r . Goodwin.
The p a t i e n t i s some b e t t e r t o d a y but v e r y l o w . - W ehave a D r . t e n d i n g h i m b y t h e name o f
Moon. S a i d t o b e t h e b e s t p h y s i c i a n i n t h e p l a c e and h e i s doen a l l h e can f o r h i m and
s a y s he w i l l c o n t i n u e doen s o . We fi n d - h i m fl t r u e as yet_andtseems~to tbe~doen~the b e s t he
c a n a l l t h e t i m e .

J u n e 6 , 1847
Matthew T. M c D u f f is some l i t t l e b e t t e r t h i s m o r n i n g a n d t h i n n e r a n d t h e D o c t o r s a y s s o .
Two o f h i s hands and f e e t i s g e t t i n g warm s l o w t h i s m o r n i n g and.we f e e l s m a r t l y i n h e a r t
of h i s recovery a g a i n . The medison t h e d o c t o r g a v e seems to h a v e t h e d e s i r e d a f f e c t a n d

. a t t e n d i n c y t h a t h e w ished f o r i t t o h a v e when h e g a v e i t t o h i m . W e d o t h e b e s t f o r
h i m w e c a n a n d w i l l s o l o n g a s t h a i r i s l i f e t o b e d i s c o v e r e d n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t w e
h a d b e e n g o n e f r o m home 12 months . We f e e l i t o u r d u t y to t a k e c a r e o f t h e s i c k who is
n o t a b l e t o t a k e c a r e o f t h e m s e l v e s . We f e e l a s a n c t i o u s t o g e t home a s enybody c a n
d o b u t n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g o f t h a t w e w i l l know i t i s o u r ' d u t y t o a t t e n d t o t h e s i c k a n d
c u r e them i f p o s s i b l e a n d g e t t h e m home t o t h a i r f r i e n d s .

J u n e 7 , 1847
M a t t h e w T. M c D u f f i s s t i l l mend ing t h i s m o r n i n g . H e h a s become w a r m a l l o v e r a n d t h e
d o c t o r seems t o b e i n fi n e s p i r i t s a b o u t h i m . H e l o o k s m u t c h p e r t e r t h i s m o r n i n g a n d
t a l k s s t r o n g e r a n d seems t o n o t i s t h i n g s m o r e . W e a l l seem i n fi n e s p i r i t s t h i s
m o r n i n g about h i m . W i l l i a m J . Higgins l a n d e d t o d a y a n d s t o p p d w i t h I a n d I s a a c A .
E u s t a c e a n d w i t h M . T. M c D u f f . Some t e n o r fi f t e e n o f o u r b o y s w e n t o n t o d a y f o r home
a n d s t i l l some b e h i n d y e t w a i t i n g f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o come on ‑

J u n e 8 , 1847
I am p r o u d to s a y tha t M. T. M c D u f f i s mend ing f a s t t o d a y . The d o c t o r i s in fi n e
s p i r i t s a b o u t h i m a n d t h i n k s h e w i l l g e t w e l l i n a s h o r t t i m e i f n o b a c k s e t takes p l a c e
w i t h h i m . W e h a v e t o s e t u p w i t h h i m e v e r y k n i g h t a l l k n i g h t .

J u n e 9 , 1847
M . T. M c D u f f i s s t i l l o n t h e mend t o d a y a n d I t h i n k t h a t t h e r e i s a chance f o r h i m t o
g e t w e l l . W e w i l l b e a b l e t o g e t h i m home i n a f e w d a y s .

J u n e 1 0 , 1847
D r . M o o n q u i t g i v i n g M . T . M c D u f f med ison f o r t h e p r e s e n t t h i n k i n g h e w o u l d n o t n e e d a n y
m o r e . T h i s t i m e he is mend ing f a s t a n d I h o p e he w i l l be a b l e to s t a r t home in a f e w d a y s .
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J u n e 1 1 , 1847
M . T. M c D u f f i s s t i l l o n t h e mend t h i s m o r n i n g f a s t a s c o u l d b e e x p e c t e d t o b e a s l o w a s
h e w a s . T h i s t i m e I t h i n k h e h a d t h e b e s t m e d i c a l p o w e r b y D r . Moon t h a t c o u l d b e g i v e n
at a l l to t h e c a s e . We p a i d D r . M o o n t o d a y f o r 5 d a y s ( a t ) endence. H i s b i l l was
$ 1 . 7 5 j u s t w h a t t h e med icen c o s t h i m . To d a y M . M c D u f f came t o h i s b r o t h e r s a t E a s t

P o i n t .

J u n e 1 2 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g I . A . E u s t a c e l e f t f o r home a n d M . T. M c D u f f i s s t i l l o n t h e mend f a s t .

J u n e 1 3 , 1847
M . T. M c D u f f i s s t i l l menden t o d a y .

J u n e 1 4 , 1847
I a n d J. M. M c D u f f a n d Mat thew T. McDuff l e f t E a s t P o i n t t o d a y f o r Tuscumbia. We r u n
u p t o W a t e r l o o a n d t h a i r s t a d e a l l n i g h t .

J u n e 1 5 , 1847
Today we l a n d e d at Tuscumbia t o o l a t e to g e t on t h e c a r s ( t r a i n ) a n d we p u t up at t h e
Ta v e r n a n d s t a d e a l l k n i g h t . M . T . M c D u f f i s mend ing v e r y f a s t a s y e t .

J u n e 1 6 , 1847
To d a y w e landed a t D e c a t u r and g o t t h e h o r s e c a r t o o l a t e f o r - t h e b o a t . P u t u p a t M r .
B l a i n ‘ s T a v e r n . M . T . M c D u f f i s s t i l l menden t o d a y .

J u n e 1 7 , 1847
W e g o t o n t h e m a i l b o a t t o d a y f o r G u n t e r s L a n d e n a t one o c l o c k a n d a t 11 : 3 0 w e l a n d e d
a t G u n t e r s L a n d i n g o n t h e m a i l b o a t . M . T. M c D u f f i s s t i l l o n t h e mend f a s t a t t h i s t i m e .

J u n e 1 8 , 1847
M . T. M c D u f f i s o n t h e mend t h i s t i m e f a s t a n d b i d s f a i r t o g e t w e l l i n a s h o r t t i m e .
W e l e a v e h i m t o d a y a t G u n t e r s L a n d i n g t o come o n u p o n a s t e a m b o a t t o B e l l e f o n t e L a n d i n g
w h a i r h i s home i s . I wa l ked home t o d a y f r o m G u n t e r s L a n d i n g a n d f o u n d a l l w e l l AFTER
BEING GONE 12 MONTHS AND 13 DAYS. T h i s is t h e 1 8 t h of J u n e , 1847. THE BOYS CAME HOME
TODAY THE LAST ONE OF THEM THAT WAS BEHIND ON THE RODE FOR HOME.

THE WELCOME PATH

Sweet i s the h o u r t h a t b r i n g s u s home
Whai r a l l w i l l s p r i n g t o mea t u s .
Whai r hands a i r s t r e t c h i n g a s w e come
T o b e t h e fi r s t t o g r e e t u s .
When t h e w o r l d h a t h s p e n t i t s f r o w n s a n d w r a t h
And c a r e b e e n s o r e l y p r e s s i n g
T i s s w e e t t o t u r n f r o m o u r r o v i n g p a t h
A n d fi n d a fi r e s i d e b l e s s i n g .
Oh ! J o y f u l l y d e a r i s t h e homeward t r a c k
If we a i r b u t s u r e of a welcome b a c k .
What d o w e r e c o n a w e a r y w a y
Though l o n e l y a n d b e n i g h t e d ,
I f w e know t h e r e a r e l i p s t o c h i d e o u r s t a y ,
And e y e s t h a t w i l l beam l o v e - l i g h t e d .
What i s t h e Wor th o f t h e d iamond 's r a y
To the g l a n c e t h a t fl a s h e s p l e a s u r e .
When t h e words t h a t welcome b a c k b e t r a y
We fo rm a  hear t ' s  Ch ie f  t reasu re .
Oh! J o y f u l l y d e a r i s o u r homeward t r a c k
If we a r e b u t s u r e of a welcome b a c k .

James M . R o s s o n , J u n e 1 8 , 1847 ”

N o t e b y A n n B . Chambless : The f o l l o w i n g a p p e a r s t o b e a n a f t e r t h o u g h t :

Tampico i s a b u t i f u l t o w n . I t i s c i t u a t e d o n a h i l l c i d e a l o n g t h e r i v e r b a n k s o m e t h i n g
i n t h e shape o f a h a l f moon , a b o u t o n e m i l e i n l e n g t h a n d a b o u t a h a l f m i l e w i d e , w i t h
many fi n e b u i l d e n s i n i t , m o s t l y b u i l t o u t o f s t o n e . The fl o o r s a r e a l l fl a t o n t h e g r o u n d .
N o c h i m b l i e s t o t h e h o u s e s . G e n e r a l l y t w o s t o r i e s i n h e i g h t . Some f e w b r i c k w a l l s i n
t o w n m o s t l y a l l p o i n t e d w h i t e o u t a n d ing ide . The n e a t e s t k e p t homes t h a t I e v e r saw '
i n m y l i f e . They a i r n e a r l y a l l k e p t b y t h e F r e n c h t h a t i s k e p t s o n e a t . They s e l l
a l l t h e t i m e Sunday a n d M o n d a y. A s I f o r g e t e d t o I s h a l l p u t down t h e r i v e r i s bounded
o n o n e cide a n d t h e l a k e o n t h e o t h e r Side.

James J e t t d i e d A u g u s t 1, 1846 W i l l i a m C a r r d i e d Novemberl3, 1846
John D i c k i s o n d i e d A u g u s t 2 5 , 1846 Landen A . Wann d i e d F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 1847
Thomas H o r n d i e d A u g u s t 2 6 , 1846 W a t e r P o o l d i e d o n h i s way home a t G u n t e r s

R o b e r t Thompson d i e d A u g u s t 2 9 , 1846 Landen in Alabama in March, 1847 a f t e r
S i l a s J o n e s d i e d September 2 7 , 1846 b e i n g d i s c h a r g e d a t Tampico, Mexico
John R . I n g l i s h d i e d O c t o b e r 2 2 , 1846 H e n r y F l i p p o e d i e d o n h i s way home S e p t , 1846
C o u s i n R a n d o l p h Cook d i e d o n h i s way home ’ 5 W i l l i a m C o f f e e d i e d a t Memphis J u n e , 1847



JACKSON COUNTY VOLUNTEERS IN THE MEXICAN WAR;(1846; ‐ 1847) by A n n B. Chamb less ( C o n t i n u e d ) "

THE MEMPHIS APPEAL, M a y 1 4 , 1846
" A p p o r t i o n them a s h e ( t h e G o v e r n o r ) w i l l , t h e r e w i l l b e d r a f t i n g t o d e c i d e who s h a l l
b e a l l o w e d t o g o . "

The Mex i can W a r c r e a t e d e x c i t e m e n t ! F u r t h e r p r o o f :

THE N A S H V I L L E U N I O N , May 1 2 , 1846 , n o t i n g t h e appor t i onment o f t r o o p quo tas
t h r o u g h o u t t h e s t a t e , o b s e r v e d t h a t "The s i n g u l a r p r o c e s s h a s b e e n w i t n e s s e d o f
d r a f t i n g men OUT o f s e r v i c e i n s t e a d o f d r a f t i n g t h e m I N T O s e r v i c e . "

The r e s u l t o f s u c h a v i d v o l u n t e e r i n g w a s i n e v i t a b l e . S o many companies w e r e o r g a n i z e d
t h a t c o n t e n t i o n a r o s e o v e r t h e i r p r i o r i t y . Thousands o f A labamians v o l u n t e e r e d . M a n y

o f t h e i r f r i e n d s a n d r e l a t i v e s h a d b e e n among t h e e a r l y i m m i g r a n t s t o Te x a s a n d t a l e s
o f t h e Te x a n R e v o l u t i o n i n 1835 ‐ 1836 engende red a deep h a t r e d t o w a r d Mex i co . A l s o ,
P r e s i d e n t P o l k was a n a t i v e o f Te n n e s s e e a n d w a s v e r y p o p u l a r w i t h h i s Alabama n e i g h b o r s .
I n h i s d i a r y , James M o n r o e R o s s o n , a p r i v a t e i n C a p t a i n R i c h a r d W. Jones ' Company F,
F i r s t Reg imen t , Alabama V o l u n t e e r s , ment ioned 3 6 o f h i s f e l l o w s o l d i e r s . The f o l l o w i n g
M u s t e r R o l l o f C a p t a i n J o n e s ' s Company w a s c o p i e d f r o m t h e N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s , R e c o r d
G r o u p 9 4 . ( A t t i m e s s p e l l i n g a n d w r i t i n g made names h a r d t o d e c i p h e r . H o w e v e r , a l l
names i n t h e d i a r y c o r r e s p o n d t o names o n t h e o f fi c i a l M u s t e r R o l l . )

MUSTER ROLL OF C A P TA I N R. W. JONES, COMPANY F, F I R S T REGIMENT, OF ALABAMA HORNET VOLUNTEERS,
commanded by C o l o n e l J o h n R. C o f f e y c a l l e d i n t o t h e s e r v i c e of t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s by t h e
P r e s i d e n t u n d e r t h e a c t o f C o n g r e s s a p p r o v e d M a y 1 3 , 1846 , f r o m t h e 3 0 t h d a y o f A p r i l ,
1847 , when l a s t m u s t e r e d , t o t h e 2 7 t h d a y o f M a y , 1 8 4 7 , when d i s c h a r g e d . A l l ( e x c e p t
J o h n B . H o g e n s o r Hagens) w e r e e n r o l l e d a t B e l l e f o n t e , Alabama o n J u n e 5 , 1846 , b y
R . W. J o n e s . The w e r e m u s t e r e d i n t o s e r v i c e o n J u n e 1 6 , 1846 , a t M o b i l e , A labama.
D i s t a n c e to p l a c e o f Rendezvous : 380 or 383 m i l e s .
D i s t a n c e f r o m P l a c e o f D i s c h a r g e t o Home: 560 m i l e s
C l o t h i n g due s o l d i e r : $ 5 . 5 7 ( e a c h s o l d i e r )

R . W . J o n e s , C a p t a i n p R O M O T I O N s ;

Wm. L - H a n c o c k , l s t L i e u t e n a n t J o h n R . C o f f e y , E l e c t e d C o l o n e l
J o h n M ( a t t h e w ) M c D u f f , 2 n d L i e u t e n a n t J u n e 2 9 , 1 8 4 6 , M o b i l e , Alabama
John N . Norwood, 2nd L i e u t e n a n t
Wa s h ( i n g t o n ) C . W i l s o n , 1 s t S e r g e a n t
William H i g g i n s , 2 n d S e r g e a n t
Samuel H. W e a v e r , 3 r d Sergeant
I s a a c A . E u s t a c e , 4 t h S e r g e a n t
Malco lm M c D u f f , l s t C o r p o r a l
J o h n L . O s b o r n e , 2 n d C o r p o r a l
John Hancock , 3 r d S e r g e a n t
C a l v i n W e a v e r , 4 t h S e r g e a n t
W i l l i a m L . Munday, Drummer
W i l l i a m Va u g h a n , F i f e r

P r i v a t e s : _
W i l l i a m A l e x a n d e r §¥l étfigéton D¥SCHARGES
J o e l A r n o l d G . W. N e v e l s R i c h a r d C a l l a w a y

J o h n A U S t i l l R o b e r t s o n N o r t h James R ' COfe r
W i l l i a m B u r g e s s F. M . P a t t o n T. A . F o r d .

J a m e s B r a n d o n W i l l i a m P a t t e r s o n H(enry) L “ ? F l i p p o
James A. C o f f e y Samuel R o w a n L e r S Hancock

W i l l i a m C O f e r J a m e s R o s s o n W ' H ' L ‘ M o o r e
JosPeh C a m p b e l l SEEEEI_RE§§E11 W a l t e r O s b r o o k s
J e f f e r s o n C h i l d r e s s R o b e r t R e y n o l d s W a l t e r P o o l .
J o s e p h C a v i n B . B . S m i t h John St. C l a i r
James C l o u d William S h o r t B e n j a m i n S n o d g r a s s

S i l a s J o n e s W i l l i a m Simpson :éiiza2:::;eM‘ S a x o n
J e n n i n g s H u l s e y A . N . Simpson. _
H e n r y H a r r i s G e o r g e S a r t i n Siliiaiuniriéiobert[Ellison?)
J e s s e H e n d e r s o n W i l l i a m Thomas .
John H u t c h e r s o n Samuel Va u g h a n J o s e p h Th ibeaux
W . N . H i g g i n s E l l i s Webb R.M. We b s t e r
H e n r y H i g g i n s J o s i a h Webb R o b e r t B l a n c e t t
Thomas J . Hank ins A l e x a n d e r Webb
H e n d e r s o n Hammond H a r r i s o n Winn DEATHS:

- - W i l l i a m C a r r , November 1 3 , 1846H e n r y HU1SGY W i l l i a m Wa n n _
John B . H o g a n s James Mat thews J o h n D i c k e r s o n , A u g u s t , 1846

Thomas H o r n , A u g u s t 2 7 , 1846
John R . I n g l i s , O c t o b e r 2 2 , 1846

J e f f e r s o n L iscombe S i l a s Jones, Sep tembe r 2 7 , 1 8 4 6
J a m e s J e t , A u g u s t 1 , 1846

Samue l L o w e b h
M. M. McCu tchen Ro e r t T ompson , A u g u s t 2 7 , 1846

L ( a n d o n ) A . Wann, F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 1847

A .  J .  H u g g i n s
J e f f e r s o n J o h n s t o n

W i l l i a m McCamy

J o s e p h  C .  M a s o n
John M c Va y
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WOODVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER DEDICATED ON AUGUST 2 5 , 1984

P r o g r e s s i n t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y ' 5 r i c h c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e r e a c h e d new
h e i g h t s when f o r m e r Congressman R o b e r t E. Jones g a v e a cherished Wo o d v i l l e landmark
f o r u s e a s a Wo o d v i l l e Community C e n t e r .

'Preservat ion is r a r e l y an e a s y t a s k , a n d t h e W O o d v i l l e p r o j e c t w a s no e x c e p t i o n . G o a l s
w e r e s e t , a n d a committee was appointed t o m e e t t h e c h a l l e n g e s . Community teamwork
prov ided t h e a n s w e r s , b r a i n , a n d b r a w n . Funds w e r e r a i s e d a n d g o a l s w e r e m e t . On
A u g u s t 2 5 , 1984, a n o l d s t o r e b u i l d i n g was o f fi c i a l l y rec la imed f r o m t h e p a s t a n d
d e d i c a t e d a s a Jackson C o u n t y c u l t u r a l center.

‘ A l a r g e a u d i e n c e e n j o y e d s t e p p i n g b a c k i n t o t h e p a s t with B i l l J o n e s , a W o o d v i l l e n a t i v e
s o n , a s h e d e l i v e r e d t h e d e d i c a t o r y speech . Thanks t o t h e f o r e t h o u g h t o f M r . W a l t e r
Hammer, M r . J o n e s ' s p e e c h i s p r i n t e d h e r e f o r y o u r en joymen t a n d f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n f o r
p o s t e r i t y .

DEDICATION SPEECH ROBERT E. JONES COMMUNITY CENTER by B I L L JONES, A u g u s t 2 5 , 1984:

" I t i s s a i d : . Y o u c a n ' t come home a g a i n . Maybe t h a t ' s n o t t r u e . Pe rhaps y o u c a n come
home a g a i n . A f t e r f o r t y ‐‐ f o u r y e a r s , h e r e I s t a n d , a r e s i d e n t of Woodvi l le ‐ ‐ p r o u d
as c a n be of my t o w n , t h i s community c e n t e r , t h e p e o p l e h e r e who a r e my f r i e n d s and
t h o s e o f y o u I - hope w i l l b e f r i e n d s i n t h e d a y s ahead.

Maybe y o u can come home a g a i n , because I am h e r e . I am h e r e b e c a u s e I w a n t to be h e r e .
I am h e r e because Woodv i l l e i s my home. Then a g a i n , I h a v e n ' t come home, because in my
h e a r t I n e v e r l e f t .

B u t , b e - t h a t a s i t m a y, I ' m g l a d t o b e h e r e a n d t o h a v e m y s w e e t w i f e J e a n i n W o o d v i l l e
w i t h me. J e a n , l e t t h e p e o p l e s e e y o u . . . y o u know many o f o u r f r i e n d s i n M o n t g o m e r y
d i d n ' t seem t o know where Wo o d v i l l e i s b u t J e a n was a b l e t o l o c a t e i t f o r t hem. " Wo o d v i l l e
is h a l f w a y between PaintRock a n d L imrock . " Then, of c o u r s e , t h e y knew.

To d a y, wh ich w i l l b e e t c h e d i n m y memory a s m y homecoming, b y m y d e s i g n a t i o n , i s a w o n d e r f u l
day f o r a l l of u s . T h i s g r e a t community c e n t e r hono rs o u r p a s t . It shows t h e w o r l d w h a t
w e a r e t o d a y , a n d w h a t w e w a n t t o b e . I t p r o v i d e s a f a c i l i t y f o r t h e b e n e fi t o f g e n e r a t i o n s
y e t t o come. I t i s w o r t h w h i l e .

T h i s community c e n t e r is a r e a l i t y t o d a y because of many p e o p l e . We t h a n k t h e e l e c t e d
o f fi c i a l s r e s p o n s i b l e . W e s a l u t e B i t Hodges, A l i c e R u t h P a g e , J i m B u t l e r , a n d a l l t h e
o t h e r s who j u s t d i d what h a d t o b e done t o t a k e t h e g i f t o f t h e b u i l d i n g f r o m f o r m e r
C o n g r e s s m a n Bob J o n e s a n d make i t i n t o a b e a u t i f u l a n d u s e f u l community c e n t e r .

My a s s i g n e d t a s k , t h e n , is to d e d i c a t e o u r communi ty c e n t e r . I do t h a t in memory o f a l l who
h a v e e v e r c a l l e d Wo o d v i l l e home. Many names l e a p i n t o m y memory a s I t h i n k a b o u t t h o s e
f r o m h e r e who n o w s l e e p p e a c e f u l l y i n e t e r n i t y . These I r e c a l l a r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f a l l
t h e p e o p l e who have c o n t r i b u t e d t o Woodville's w e l l b e i n g . A l l o f them w e r e m y f r i e n d s ,
some a d u l t s ‐ some m y c o n t e m p o r a r i e s a s I w a s g r o w i n g u p .

The K e n n a m e r s , t h a t g r e a t Wo o d v i l l e ‐ b a s e d f a m i l y t h a t t o d a y c e l e b r a t e d a n o t h e r o f i t s
famous r e u n i o n s , t h e Hodges , t h e W o o d a l l s , t h e Thomas, t h e S k e l t o n s , t h e W i l b o r n s , t h e
P a g e s , t h e McGehees, t h e G a y l e s , t h e C a m p b e l l s , y e s , t h e J o n e s e s , t h e B u l l m a n s , t h e Cobbs ,
t h e B u t l e r s , a n d t h e m a n y, many f a m i l i e s who c o n t r i b u t e d t o o u r w e l f a r e a n d g r o w t h .

S o i n t h e s p i r i t o f t h o s e f a m i l i e s a n d i n memory o f a l l who h a v e made W o o d v i l l e home,
i t i s m y g r e a t p l e a s u r e t o d e d i c a t e t h e Bob J o n e s Community C e n t e r t o them. S p e c i fi c a l l y ,
I d e d i c a t e t h i s c e n t e r t o M r . E l b e r t a n d M r . H e r m a n C a m p b e l l who w o u l d fi n d i t h a r d t o
b e l i e v e what_has b e e n done t o t h e i r o l d s t o r e b u i l d i n g . A n d t o M i s s V i r g i n i a . . . how
I w i s h I h a d t a k e n t h o s e p i a n o l e s s o n s she a n d m y M o t h e r w a n t e d m e t o h a v e . Who knows ‑
I m i g h t h a v e b e e n a F l o y d C r a m e r o r a F r a n k i e C a r l e .

I d e d i c a t e t h i s communi ty center t o B a r b e r Hodges whose 25¢ h a i r c u t s w o u l d b e u n b e l i e v a b l e
i n a h a i r s t y l e s a l o n t o d a y . H i s w e r e b e t t e r . I d e d i c a t e ” t h i s c e n t e r t o M r . J . R .
K e n n a m e r who l o v e d Wo o d v i l l e a n d i t s . h i s t o r y . H e w o u l d b e p r o u d t o k n o w t h a t b u i l d i n g
w h i c h h e c o n s t r u c t e d i s b e i n g p r e s e r v e d a s i t i s . I d e d i c a t e t h i s communi ty c e n t e r t o m y
U n c l e Bob J o n e s f o r t h e s t a b i l i t y o f l i f e _ h e p e r s o n i fi e d . I ded i ca te t h e c e n t e r t o m y
U n c l e S y d J o n e s f o r h i s l o v e o f l i f e a n d t h e f u n h e h a d a n d w a s . I d e d i c a t e t h e c e n t e r
t o M r . E l b e r t K e n n a m e r a n d M r . G e o r g e B u t l e r f o r t h e i r m e r c a n t i l e a b i l i t i e s a n d f o r t h e
c r e d i t t h e y extended s o c r o p s w o u l d b e g r o w n a n d a l i v i n g eked o u t f o r many W o o d v i l l e
f a m i l i e s . '

I d e d i c a t e t h i s community c e n t e r to P a u l Hodges a n d L e o n a r d B u t l e r who k e p t c a r s r u n n i n g
when c a r s w e r e made l i k e t h e y u s e d t o make them. I d e d i c a t e t h i s c e n t e r t o D r . R a y f o r d
Hodges a n d D r . John B o g g e s s who k e p t o u r b o d i e s w e l l w i thou t modern day med ic i nes a n d
e q u i p m e n t .



WOODVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER DEDICATED ON AUGUST 2 5 , 1984 ( C o n t i n u e d )

I d e d i c a t e t h e c e n t e r t o M r . S i d Kennamer who u s e d h i s b r a i n s t o make a g o o d l i v i n g .
M r . S i d w a s ahead o f h i s t i m e . I d e d i c a t e t h i s c e n t e r t o M r . J o h n a n d M i s s F a n n i e
Map les ‐ I s t i l l m i s s t h e d e p o t w h i c h s t o o d r i g h t o v e r t h e r e , a n d o h , how M i s s F a n n i e
c o u l d p e n b e a u t i f u l h a n d w r i t t e n n o t e s .

I d e d i c a t e t h i s community c e n t e r to M r . W a l t e r a n d M i s s N e l l Kennamer a n d t h e i r son a n d
m y c h i l d h o o d p l a y m a t e , F r e d . A weak h e a r t t o o k F r e d away a t 1 4 . Today o u r modern day
h e a r t s p e c i a l i s t s w o u l d s a v e h i m .

I d e d i c a t e t h e c e n t e r t o J u l i a n B u t l e r , F l o y d S h e r r o d , a n d H a r o l d P h i l l i p s who w e r e
p r i n c i p a l s o f W o o d v i l l e H i g h S c h o o l a n d p u t u p w i t h u s w h i l e t h e y e d u c a t e d u s . I
d e d i c a t e t h i s communi ty c e n t e r to M r . E r n e s t a n d M i s s E l i z a Thomas f o r b e i n g t h e
g o o d n e i g h b o r s t h e y w e r e . I d e d i c a t e t h i s c e n t e r t o C . C . Wo o d a l l a n d Wilma L e e

P h i l l i p s W a l l i n g s f o r d . . . t w o o f m y 1940 classmates who a r e n o l o n g e r w i t h u s .

I d e d i c a t e o u r communi ty c e n t e r to M r . Wade "Good B r o t h e r " P a g e , M r . P. To m P a g e , a n d
t o G e r t r u d e P a g e S k e l t o n f o r b e i n g a p a r t o f a f a m i l y t h a t made Wo o d v i l l e a b e t t e r p l a c e .
I d e d i c a t e t h i s c e n t e r t o m y teammate i n b a s e b a l l a n d b a s k e t b a l l - R . C . H o d g e s , a t e a m
p l a y e r i n e v e r y respec t . ‘ I d e d i c a t e t h i s community c e n t e r t o s i x o f m y c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,
James Johnson, C e c i l R o y B u t l e r , E d w a r d Wa l l a c e , M e l v i n K e n n a m e r, J i m E d B u t l e r , a n d

B r o o k s E v a n s who d i e d i n W o r l d W a r I I s o t h a t e v e n t s l i k e w e h a v e h e r e t o d a y w o u l d
c o n t i n u e t o be:a p a r t o f Amer ican l i f e .

A n p e r h a p s m o s t o f a l l , I d e d i c a t e t h i s b e a u t i f u l , u s e f u l community c e n t e r t o m y Dad,\~~M
l o v e d b y m o s t , r e s p e c t e d b y a l l . H i s f o r e s i g h t a n d wisdom g a v e t h i s W o o d v i l l e b o y a
chance t o s h a r e many o f t h e g o o d t h i n g s Amer ica o f f e r s . T o h i m I w i l l e v e r b e g r a t e f u l .
How p r o u d D a d w o u l d b e t o d a y t o b e a p a r t o f t h i s g e t t o g e t h e r .

A n i s o , t o a l l t h o s e I have r e c a l l e d a n d t o a l l f r o m Wo o d v i l l e who h a v e g o n e o n t o t h e i r
e t e r n a l r e w a r d , I humbly a n d g r a t e f u l l y d e d i c a t e t h e Bob J o n e s Community C e n t e r . I
d e d i c a t e i t f o r u s t o u s e , s t a r t i n g t o d a y , a n d f o r t h e u s e o f a l l t h o s e who w i l l come
a f t e r u s . I n d e d i c a t i n g o u r c e n t e r , I c h a l l e n g e e a c h o f y o u t o s e e t h a t i t c o n t i n u e s
to g r o w a n d improve t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s .

Woodv i l l e h a s a l w a y s l e d . W i t h t h i s c e n t e r , Wo o d v i l l e ' s l e a d e r s h i p c o n t i n u e s . May God
b l e s s t h i s c e n t e r a n d t h i s community is my p r a y e r . "
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Mgaukson Conattym

CHRONICLES
NEWSLETTER N O . FORTY A P R I L 1 0 , 1985

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIAT ION MEETING - A P R I L 2 1 , 1 9 8 5 , 2 : 3 0 p . m . ,
S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l A u d i t o r i u m .

Martha H u n t H u i e i s p l a n n i n g a s p e c i a l p r o g r a m f o r t h e A p r i l 2 1 m e e t i n g . P l e a s e
f e e l f r e e t o i n v i t e a f r i e n d a n d s h a r e A p r i l ' s t r e a s u r e h u n t f o r J a c k s o n C o u n t y
h i s t o r y a n d h e r i t a g e .
t h e r e g u l a r m e e t i n g .

The E x e c u t i v e B o a r d w i l l m e e t a t 2 : 0 0 p . m . j u s t p r i o r t o
The B o a r d w i l l h a v e s e v e r a l n e w i d e a s t o p r e s e n t t o t h e

membersh ip d u r i n g t h e b u s i n e s s s e s s i o n w h i c h b e g i n s at 2 : 3 0 .

A c c o r d i n g t o A s s o c i a t i o n B y ‐ L a w s , a n n u a l dues a r e n o w due a n d p a y a b l e .

R e g u l a r Membersh ip ‐ $ 7 . 5 0 ( t h r o u g h A p r i l 3 0 , 1 9 8 5 )

L i f e Membersh ip ‐ $ 1 0 0 . 0 0

J a c k s o n C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n members r e c e i v e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
q u a r t e r l y i n J a n u a r y, A p r i l , J u l y , a n d O c t o b e r .

The fo l l ow ing h a v e p a i d 1985 membership dues . I f y o u r name dOes ndt appea r b e l o w,
p l e a s e send y o u r check t o J . C . H . A . T r e a s u r e r , M r s . N e l s o n V a r n e l l . 1006 Bi rchwood
D r i v e , S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama 35768.

1985 D u e s P a i d b y :
M r s . L i l a h B e a s o n
M r s . R u t h B e r z e t t
M r s . W i l l i a m B o g a r t
M r . a n d M r s . C . H . B r a m b l e t t
M r s . Sammie B r o w n
M r s . C l a r e n c e B u r g e r
M r s . S a n d r a B u r n e y
M r s . A n n a R u t h C a m p b e l l ( L i f e Member )
H a r r y C a m p b e l l ( L i f e Member )
M r s . Randy Cash
M r s . A n n B . Chamb less
J. C. Clemons
M r s . L o y d C r a w f o r d
S t e v e Durham
M r s . John W i l l G a y , J r .

M r s . Thomas A. G i b s o n ( L i f e Member )
M r s . R o b e r t a H e l w i g
M r s . F e r n Hodges
M i s s J a n e E. Hodges
M r . and M r s . Guy H o l l i s
M r s . H . c , J a c o b s ( H o n o r a r y L i f e Member )

R o b e r t E . J o n e s ( L i f e Member )
M r s . C l a r e n c e B . K i r b y
M r s . E l l a R u t h L a m b e r t
M i s s E u n i c e Mat thews
M i s s H a z e l M a t t h e w s
M i s s L e o l a M a t t h e w s
M r s . P e a r l M a t t h e w s

When y o u m a i l y o u r c h e c k , p l e a s e p r o v i d e :

NAME

M i s s E d i t h Money
J a m e s  E .  M o n e y
M r s . N o r m a J e a n M o o r e ( L i f e Member)
Wa l k e r McCutchen
M i s s M a r i l y n O s t e r l a n d
M r . a n d M r s . F o r d Owens

M r . a n d M r s . C a r l u s P a g e
M r . a n d M r s . W e n d e l l P a g e

R o b e r t L e o P a g e , S r .
W a l t e r H. Plummer
M r s . J o h n F . P r o c t o r
L a r r y L . P h i l l i p s

G e r a l d  P a u l k
M i s s L o i s M . R o b e r t s o n
M r . a n d M r s . W. H. Robinson, J r .

M r s . M a r y A n n a Rudde r
M r s . J o h n Scheurman
M r s . A d d i e K . S h a v e r s
M r s . L e o n S h e l t o n
M r s . H a r r i s o n H . S m i t h
M r . a n d M r s . A g e e S t r i c k l a n d
W a l t e r T. S u m n e r ( L i f e Member )

M r s . J o h n B . T a l l y
T VA Te c h n i c a l L i b r a r y , K n o x v i l l e , T n .

M r s . E l i z a b e t h S . Thomas
M i s s P a t t y Wo o d a l l ( L i f e Member )
M r . a n d M r s . N e l s o n V a r n e l l

ADDRESS

C I T Y STATE Z I P

‘ f ‘  . _  , ,



SCOTTSBORO, ALABAMA POST O F F I C E MURALS; EDITORIAL, by A n n B. Chamb less

In M a r c h , 1985 , t h e med ia r e p o r t e d t h e U . S . Gove rnmen t i s c o n d u c t i n g a s u r v e y

t o de te rm ine i f t h e U . S . P o s t O f fi c e i n S c o t t s b o r o , A l a b a m a , s h o u l d b e r e n o v a t e d
o r r e p l a c e d . I t may b e m o n t h s b e f o r e t h e fi n a l d e c i s i o n i s a n n o u n c e d ; h o w e v e r , i t
i s NOT t o o s o o n t o t h i n k a b o u t c l e a n i n g a n d p r e s e r v i n g t h e m u r a l s o n t h e n o r t h w a l l '
o f t h e p u b l i c b u s i n e s s a r e a o f t h e p o s t o f fi c e .

The m u r a l a n d s c u l p t u r a l d e c o r a t i o n was i n s t a l l e d i n t h e S c o t t s b o r o P o s t O f fi c e
i n 1940 b y t h e F e d e r a l Works A g e n c y . M i s s C o n s t a n c e O r t m a y e r , t h e n o f W i n t e r P a r k ,
F l o r i d a , w a s commissioned to execu te t h e s c u l p t u r a l d e c o r a t i o n . The d e s i g n shows
w o r k i n t h e c o t t o n fi e l d s o n a c e n t r a l p a n e l , fl a n k e d b y t w o n a r r o w e r p a n e l s . The
s m a l l e r p a n e l s d e p i c t fi g u r e s h a r v e s t i n g t a l l c o r n a n d t r u c k g a r d e n p r o d u c e .

The s c u l p t u r e is u n i q u e in Jackson C o u n t y a n d MUST BE PRESERVED. It s h o u l d h a v e
b e e n c l e a n e d many months a g o , s i n c e i t s a g e o f f o r t y ‐ fi v e y e a r s h a s b e g u n t o show.
I f y o u a r e n o t f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e p o s t o f fi c e s c u l p t u r e , p l e a s e , remember to .become
a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h i s w o r k o f a r t o n y o u r n e x t t r i p i n t o t h e p o s t o f fi c e . PLEASE,
l e n d y o u r v o i c e i n i t s p r e s e r v a t i o n . Speak t o P o s t m a s t e r Tommy B e l l o m y . W r i t e t h e
U . S . P o s t a l S e r v i c e . W e must b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r o p e r ma in tenance o f o u r c u l t u r a l
h e r i t a g e . T h i s medium o f v i s u a l a r t i s r a r e i n d e e d , a n d i s o u r s t o e n j o y ‐ i f w e
o n l y remember to l o o k .

BAND STAND - JACKSON COUNTY COURT HOUSE LAWN - HOW IT CAME TO BE

SOURCE: THE SCOTTSBORO C I T I Z E N , A p r i l 2 2 , 1915

S h e r i f f D . 0 . A u s t i n i s h a v i n g a handsome a n d roomy b a n d s t a n d e r e c t e d o n t h e
c o u r t y a r d n e a r t h e e a s t e n d o f t h e c o u r t h o u s e , w h i c h w i l l b e u s e d b y t h e S o u t h e r n
I d e a l Band i n g i v i n g c o n c e r t s . S h e r i f f A u s t i n w e n t down i n t o h i s p o c k e t a n d p a i d f o r
t h e w h o l e t h i n g a n d t e n d e r s i t t o t h e b a n d b o y s f o r t h e i r u s e a t a n y a n d a l l t i m e s .
C o l o n e l A u s t i n i s b e i n g h e a r t i l y c o n g r a t u l a t e d o n t h i s , o n e o f t h e many p u b l i c s p i r i t e d
a c t s h e h a s done . The s t a n d w i l l b e t h e l a t e s t s t y l e a n d o f t h e b e s t m a t e r i a l . M a t t h e w s
B r o t h e r s a r e d o i n g t h e b r i c k wo rk w h i c h a l w a y s means n e a t a n d c o r r e c t w o r k .

SOURCE: THE SCOTTSBORO C I T I Z E N , J u n e 1 3 , 1915

Ded ica t i on o f New Bandstand_ (Loc_al News Column)

A l a r g e c rowd a t t e n d e d t h e c o n c e r t and dedication of t h e e l e g a n t new bandstand
e r e c t e d o n t h e p u b l i c square n o r t h e a s t o f t h e C o u r t H o u s e , w h i c h was p r e s e n t e d t o t h e
Southern I d e a l Band f o r t h e i r u s e at any a n d a l l t i m e s . T h i s s p l e n d i d p u b l i c s p i r i t e d
g i f t was made b y S h e r i f f D . 0 . A u s t i n , who h a s r e c e i v e d t h e a d m i r a t i o n o f e v e r y o n e f o r
t h i s , a n d o f t h e thousands o f g e n e r o u s a c t s t h a t h a v e c h a r a c t e r i z e d h i s c a r e e r b o t h
i n a n d o u t o f o f fi c e . C o l . A u s t i n w e n t down i n t o h i s p o c k e t a n d p a i d t h e e n t i r e c o s t
o f t h e s t a n d a n d i t w i l l r e m a i n a monument t o h i s p u b l i c s p i r i t e d n e s s . H o n . V i r g i l
B o u l d i n made t h e d e d i c a t i o n speech.

EDITOR'S NOTE; C o l . D a v e 0. A u s t i n w a s s h e r i f f o f Jackson C o u n t y f o r t w o t e r m s . He
was t h e f a t h e r o f M r s . J e f f E y s t e r ( L i z z i e B . A u s t i n E y s t e r . )

C a n a n y o n e s h a r e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e S o u t h e r n I d e a l Band o f 1915? Who w e r e t h e
members a n d b a n d l e a d e r ? I s t h e r e a n e x t a n t p i c t u r e o f t h e S o u t h e r n I d e a l Band?

NEW L I F E MEMBER FOR JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION - MRS. ROBERT MOORE Of C o n n e c t i c u t

M r s . R o b e r t M o o r e o f 2 2 G r o s s e t t Road, R i v e r s i d e , C o n n e c t i c u t 06878, i s t h e l a t e s t
l i f e member o f t h e J . C . H . A . M r s . Moo re ' s Grand fa the r C r a b t r e e m a r r i e d C a t e s a t
F l a t R o c k . M r s . M o o r e ' s o t h e r f a m i l y l i n e s a r e R u t l e d g e , S h o c k l e y , L o v i n g , M o o r e ,
D e e r m a n , M c G a r r , M o r g a n , W a i t s , C o o p e r , and S i z e m o r e . She spends s e v e r a l h o u r s e a c h
week r e s e a r c h i n g a n d t r y i n g t o document h e r f a m i l y ' s l i n e a g e . M r s . M o o r e w o u l d
a p p r e c i a t e c o r r e s p o n d i n g w i t h o t h e r g e n e a l o g i s t s who a r e w o r k i n g t h e a b o v e l i n e s .

The J a c k s o n C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n sends a b i g H i g h J a c k s o n W E L C O M E t o
t h e Connec t i cu t home of M r s . R o b e r t M o o r e . The A s s o c i a t i o n a p p r e c i a t e s y o u r $ 1 0 0 . 0 0
d o n a t i o n , M r s . M o o r e , a n d w e a r e p l e a s e d t o l e a r n o f y o u r s i n c e r e i n t e r e s t i n J a c k s o n
C o u n t y h i s t o r y a n d h e r i t a g e . N o t h i n g w o u l d p l e a s e t h e A s s o c i a t i o n m o r e t h a n y o u r
m e e t i n g some unknown ( t o d a t e ) c o u s i n s t h r o u g h y o u r membership a n d m a n i f e s t i n t e r e s t
i n o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n .

1984 L i f e Members

Tw o o f o u r p a s t p r e s i d e n t s became l i f e members i n 1984 ‐ M r s . A n n a R u t h C a m p b e l l
a n d M r . H a r r y C a m p b e l l . The A s s o c i a t i o n a p p r e c i a t e s t h e s u p p o r t t h e s e t w o
d e d i c a t e d members c o n t i n u e t o r e n d e r .



JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA O B I T S AND CEMETERY'ANA , c o m p i l e d by A n n B. Chambless

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO C I T I Z E N , A p r i l 4, 1879
S a n d M o u n t a i n ‐ C o u n t y News
JOHN HANNAH who d i e d h e r e M a r c h 2 0 , 1879 was b o r n F e b r u a r y 1 2 , 1743. H e s e r v e d under
G e n e r a l Wash ing ton d u r i n g t h e F r e n c h W a r as a c a p t a i n . He was a c q u a i n t e d w i t h P a t r i c k
H e n r y when a s m a l l b o y. H e w a s h a r d l y e v e r known t o have a n y s i c k n e s s u n t i l a f e w y e a r s
a g o . H i s e y e s i g h t was p e r f e c t l y g o o d a t t h e t i m e o f h i s d e a t h .

EDITOR'S NOTE: T h i s o b i t r e p o r t s d e a t h of ' J o h n Hannah who m u s t h o l d Jackson C o u n t y
r e c o r d o f g r e a t e s t l o n g e v i t y . . . . 136 y e a r s . C a n a n y o n e s h a r e m o r e a b o u t l i f e , p l a c e
of b u r i a l , or descendants of J o h n Hannah. C E R T A I N L Y, h i s GRAVE NEEDS MARKING.
I f s e r v i c e r e c o r d c a n be o b t a i n e d , t h e Gove rnmen t w i l l f u r n i s h a f r e e m a r k e r . J o h n
Hannah ' s i d e n t i t y deserves t o b e p r e s e r v e d !

SOURCE: THE JACKSON, M I S S I S S I P P I CLARION

DEATH O F THE OLDEST MAN I N M I S S I S S I P P I

JOHN OWENS w a s b o r n S e p t e m b e r 2 1 , 1 7 5 8 , a n d d i e d t h e 2 7 day o f M a y , 1 8 7 3 , b e i n g 114
y e a r s , 8 m o n t h s , a n d 6 days o l d . The re i s n o t h i n g v e r y r e m a r k a b l e i n t h e h i s t o r y o f
M r . Owens , e x c e p t t h e g r e a t a g e t o w h i c h h e l i v e d . H e was a n a t i v e o f N o r t h C a r o l i n a ,
b u t i n w h a t c o u n t y h e was b o r n i s n o t known. M r . Owens was t a k e n i n t o camps o f t h e
R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r b y a n u n c l e , C a p t a i n Howard , n o t a s a s o l d i e r , b u t t o a s s i s t i n t a k i n g
c a r e o f t h e baggage a n d f r e q u e n t l y h o l d i n g h o r s e s i n t i m e o f b a t t l e s . S o o n a f t e r t h e
c l o s e o f t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y W a r , h e m o v e d f r o m N o r t h C a r o l i n a t o F r a n k l i n C o u n t y , G e o r g i a .
Remain ing t h e r e s e v e r a l y e a r s , h e moved t o F r a n k l i n C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e . H e r e m a i n e d
t h e r e b u t a s h o r t t i m e a n d t h e n s e t t l e d in JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA.’ He t h e r e remained
o n t h e same p l a n t a t i o n f o r F I F T Y YEARS.

H e t h e n moved t o Tishomingo C o u n t y , M i s s i s s i p p i . A f t e r r e m a i n i n g t h e r e s e v e r a l y e a r s ,
he moved to h i s s o n ' s , D r . W. R . Owens, two m i l e s e a s t o f F u l t o n , i n I t awamba C o u n t y ,
where h e r e c e i v e d e v e r y a t t e n t i o n t h a t c o u l d b e bes towed b y a d u t i f u l s o n t o a n a g e d
p a r e n t .

M r . Owens d i d n o t have t h e advantage o f a n e d u c a t i o n , a n d , t h e r e f o r e , d i d n o t a s p i r e
to a n y o f fi c e d u r i n g h i s l o n g l i f e b u t remained c l o s e l y on h i s f a r m u n t i l o l d a g e
caused h i m t o abandon i t , a f t e r w h i c h h e l i v e d w i t h h i s c h i l d r e n u n t i l h i s d e a t h .

Mr.‘0wens was a member o f t h e Pr im i t i ve_BE§EIE§E‘ thurch f o r n i n e t y - t w o y e a r s , a n d
d i e d i n f u l l hope o f a t r i u m p h a n t e n t r y t h r o u g h t h e g a t e s o f t h e E t e r n a l C i t y .
( E d i t o r ' s N o t e : John Owens was one o f e a r l y members o f Mud Creek P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t
Church, p e r church m i n u t e s . )

M r . Owens o c c a s i o n a l l y u s e d w h i s k e y, but n e v e r was known t o b e i n t o x i c a t e d . H e was a
s l a v e t o t h e u s e o f t o b a c c o , a n d a l t e r n a t e l y smoked a n d chewed f o r o n e h u n d r e d a n d
t h r e e y e a r s .

M r . Owens m a r r i e d i n t h e t h i r t y ‐ s e v e n t h y e a r o f a g e t o M i s s Rhoda B e e n e . H e r a i s e d
e l e v e n c h i l d r e n , a l l o f whom a r e now l i v i n g , t h e o l d e s t b e i n g s e v e n t y ‐ f o u r a n d t h e
y o u n g e s t f o r t y ‐ n i n e y e a r s o l d . S t r a n g e t o s a y , h e n e v e r h a d a d o c t o r c a l l e d t o h i s
f a m i l y ; a n d he h i m s e l f n e v e r t o o k a dose o f med ic ine . M r . Owens was Of s m a l l s t a t u r e ,
w e i g h i n g n o t o v e r o n e hundred a n d t h i r t y p o u n d s , b u t r e m a r k a b l y s t o u t a n d h e a l t h y
t h r o u g h l i f e . ‘

F o r t w e n t y y e a r s b e f o r e t h e d e a t h of M r . Owens, he abandoned a l l t h e c a r e s of t h i s
w o r l d , a n d calmly a w a i t e d t h e summons t o b e c a l l e d home. H e o f t en s a i d i t w a s a s i n
t o c r a v e d e a t h b u t t h a t h e w a s a t a l l t i m e s r e a d y t o mee t h i s God a n d r e n d e r t o Him
h i s s t e w a r d s h i p .

F o r s e v e r a l days b e f o r e h i s d e a t h , he p o s i t i v e l y r e f u s e d a n y nour i shmen t w h a t e v e r b u t
seemed p e r f e c t l y c a l m a n d e a s y , u n t i l Tu e s d a y, a t 9 o ' c l o c k a . m . , May 2 7 , 1873 , h e
c a l m l y f e l l a s l e e p in J e s u s , w i t h o u t a s t r u g g l e , when, no d o u b t , a n g e l s accompan ied
h i s s o u l t o t h e p e a c e f u l sho res o f e t e r n i t y t h e r e t o d w e l l w i t h God f o r e v e r .
EDITOR'S NOTE: T h i s o b i t was f u r n i s h e d t o E d i t o r b y E l i z a b e t h Owens Dobo o f C h a t t a n o o g a ,
T n . , who i s a t h i r d g r e a t ‐ g r a n d d a u g h t e r o f J o h n Owens who l i v e d f o r 5 0 y e a r s i n B i g

999n;Y311EX_in_§§EEE92-§92§EX:-§E§§§T§;___________________________________________________,
UNUSUAL JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA DEATHS ( A l l b u r i e d O l d B a p t i s t C e m e t e r y , Hollywood, A l .

Sam Mat thews , s o n o f L e n t S h e r r o d a n d Hannah (Kennamer ) Ma t thews d i e d November 3 0 , 1 9 11 .
Sam Mat thews c o u r t e d h i s g i r l f r i e n d i n a b u g g y. H e t e a s e d t h e g i r l a b o u t a p o s t c a r d h e
h a d r e c e i v e d f r o m a n o t h e r a d m i r e r . The y o u n g l a d y d i d n o t b e l i e v e h i m . W h i l e g r a b b i n g
f o r t h e p o s t c a r d , she p u s h e d h i s a r m a g a i n s t a l o a d e d p i s t o l h e h a d s t r a p p e d t o h i s b o d y .
The p i s t o l a c c i d e n t a l l y d i s c h a r g e d , a n d t h e s h o t e n t e r e d Sam's t h i g h . Sam l i v e d o n l y a
f e w h o u r s a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t .

R i c h a r d P a c e ( 1 8 7 6 ‐ 1 9 2 3 ) a n d h i s s o n , ; E a r l P a c e ( 1 9 0 5 - 1 9 2 3 ) were p l o w i n g t w o teams o n a
p l o t of h i g h g r o u n d in a fi e l d n e a r Hol lywdbd. I t s t a r t e d r a i n i n g , b o t h men were w e t ,
a n d b o t h w e r e k i l l e d b y a b o l t o f l i g h t n i n g o n J u n e 1 6 , 1 9 2 3 . B o t h a r e buriedfiin P a c e

p l o t at O l d B a p t i s t C e m e t e r y n e a r H91}YWOOd' ~ 3 ‑



THINGS YOU WOULD NEVER KNOW WITHOUT READING OLD NEWSPAPERS
c o m p i l e d by A n n B. Chambless

SOURCE: ALABAMA HERALD, J u l y 2 9 , 1875
We r e g r e t v e r y much o u r i n a b i l i t y to a t t e n d t o d a y a n d wi tness t h e examinat ion of the
p u p i l s a n d t h e c l o s i n g e x e r c i s e s o f t h e H I G H SCHOOL i n DORANS COVE i n r e s p o n s e t o a n
invitation k i n d l y e x t e n d e d to us by t h e Tr u s t e e s a n d P a t r o n s t h r o u g h M a j o r J e r e
W i l l i ams .

SOURCE: ALABAMA HERALD, J u l y 1 5 , 1875
BRIDGEPORT h a s t w o m e r c a n t i l e establ ishments at p r e s e n t . T h a t of G l o v e r a n d J o n e s ,
a s u b s t a n t i a l r e l i a b l e fi r m o f s e v e r a l y e a r s s t a n d i n g , a n d a new merchant i n t h e
n e w s t o r e o f A . G u n t e r , i n t h e p e r s o n o f o u r f r i e n d , J o h n G u n t e r , a y o u n g man o f
s t e a d y h a b i t s , g o o d m o r a l s , a n d e n e r g y, whom w e p r e d i c t w i l l b o t h deserve a n d have
success. ‑

SOURCE: ALABAMA HERALD, J a n u a r y 4, 1872
BRIDGEPORT w a n t s a c h u r c h house.

BRIDGEPORT LOCALS
A s o n o f M r . B e c k e t , b r i d g e b o s s , f e l l i n t o a c i s t e r n eighteen f e e t deep . F o r t u n a t e l y
h e was r e s c u e d a n d u n h u r t . ONE SPAN o f t h e BRIDGE o v e r t h e TENNESSEE RIVER i s c o m p l e t e d .

SOURCE: BRIDGEPORT NEWS, M a r c h 2 8 , 1896
BRIDGEPORT CHURCHES
Method i s t Chu rch - o r g a n i z e d 1 8 8 1 ‐ p a s t o r G . W. Wa l l ace . House o f w o r s h i p b u i l t
1888 d u r i n g p a s t o r a t e o f R e v . J . H . L e s l i e . 230 members i n 1896. Sunday S c h o o l
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ‐ J . H . Anderson. C h o i r o f 3 0 members d i r e c t e d b y E . K . T u r n e r .
E i g h t r o o m p a r s o n a g e .

BAPTIST CHURCH ‐ O r g a n i z e d a b o u t 1892 u n d e r l e a d e r s h i p o f M r . C . S m i t h 100 members
i n 1896 . H a s a Sunday S c h o o l .

CHRISTIAN CHURCH ‐ o r g a n i z e d November 4, 1894 by E l d e r J. A. S t e v e n s . Sunday Schoo l .

EPISCOPAL CHURCH ‐ o r g a n i z e d May 1, 1893. Serv ices h e l d in Whitcher B u i l d i n g . Manua l
p i p e o r g a n of 19 s t o p s , wh ich was a g i f t o f R e v . C. F. Hoffman of New Yo r k . P a r i s h
had 16 members in 1896.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - F i r s t a t t e m p t to o r g a n i z e made on November 23 , 1893. The
b u i l d i n g was c o m p l e t e d a t a c o s t o f $3500 i n J u n e , 1894.

SOURCE: ALABAMA HERALD, S e p t e m b e r 2 3 , 1875
O r i n H i l l has exchanged h i s town residence w i t h John B a r n e t t f o r t h e BARNETT'S FACTORY
p r o p e r t y on t h e SAND MOUNTAIN, a n d as O r i n g o e s o u t J o h n comes i n .
EDITOR'S NOTE: C a n anyone s h a r e l o c a t i o n o r d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e B a r n e t t F a c t o r y ?

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO CIT IZEN, F e b r u a r y 2 1 , 1878
The SCOTTSBORO CEMETERY, where o n l y s i x p e r s o n s have been i n t e r r e d , is a l o v e l y
s p o t , a n d , i f i m p r o v e d a n d a d o r n e d w i t h fl o w e r s , w o u l d b e a m o s t b e a u t i f u l b u r i a l
g r o u n d . The c e m e t e r y i s o n a n e l e v a t e d b u t g e n e r a l l y s l o p e d h i l l s i d e , i n t h e
sou thwes te rn p a r t o f t o w n . Though s e t a p a r t by t h e town a u t h o r i t i e s as s a c r e d to
t h e b u r i a l o f o u r d e a d , t h e s i t e i s n a m e l e s s a s y e t .
EDITOR'S NOTE: I n l a t e r y e a r s , M r s . E v i e B r o w n Robinson s u g g e s t e d cemetery s h o u l d
b e named C e d a r h i l l .

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO CIT IZEN, S e p t e m b e r 1 2 , 1878
They a r e e r e c t i n g a NEW CHURCH o n SAND MOUNTAIN n o t f a r f r o m C a p t a i n C h e n e y ' s .
EDITOR'S NOTE: ?? C h a n e y ' s C h a p e l Church??

SOURCE: ALABAMA HERALD, O c t o b e r 1 8 , 1877
At Johnsontown, a b o u t t h r e e m i l e s f r o m B e l l e f o n t e , o u r B a p t i s t Brethern a r e c a r r y i n g
o n a r e v i v a l . B e f o r e t h e p r e s e n t y e a r , t h e r e n e v e r h a s b e e n a s c h o o l o r c h u r c h i n t h a t
immediate n e i g h b o r h o o d .
EDITOR'S NOTE: Johnsontown w a s t h e communi ty a r o u n d p r e s e n t d a y H u r t Cemete ry w h i c h is
j u s t w e s t o f H o l l y w o o d .

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO C I T I Z E N , J u n e 1 8 , 1918
James F . C a r s o n o f D u t t o n w a s t h e fi r s t J a c k s o n C o u n t y , Alabama, W o r l d W a r I c a s u a l t y .
C a r s o n w a s a g e 2 2 i n 1918 a n d h a d b e e n i n t h e I n f a n t r y s i n c e A u g u s t 2 3 , 1914.

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO CIT IZEN, J u l y 3 0 , 1918
The fi r s t STEVENSON b o y to g i v e h i s l i f e f o r L i b e r t y ( W o r l d W a r I ) w a s E a r n e s t Presswood,
a C o t t o n t o w n b o y .

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO CIT IZEN, J u n e 2 5 , 1 9 1 8 _
The s t o r e of M r s . T e x S n o d g r a s s b u r n e d at OLD BELLEFONEi E v e r y t h i n g was l o s t .
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HULDAH F. KIRKPATRICK - A LIBERATED FEMALE - 100 YEARS AGO IN JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA

b y Eva S . B u r g e r , Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n Member

HULDAH F. KIRKPATRICK w a s b o r n c i r c a 1859, t h e d a u g h t e r of Joseph a n d N a n c y
( B e r r y ) K i r k p a t r i c k . Joseph was t h e s o n o f D a n i e l K i r k p a t r i c k a n d M a r g a r e t Shadden

who married o n M a r c h 2 , 1 8 1 0 , i n R o a n e C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e . J o s e p h d i e d o n O c t o b e r 3 0 ,
1864 ; H u l d a h w a s l i s t e d a s a m i n o r i n h i s e s t a t e s e t t l e m e n t .

Under t h e Homestead A c t o f May 2 0 , 1862, H u l d a h made a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a homestead
o n December 1 7 , 1883, u n d e r t h e R e v i s e d S t a t u s o f t h e U . S . G o v e r n m e n t , a t t h e H u n t s ‑
v i l l e L a n d O f fi c e . H e r homestead e n t r y was number 1 4 , 406 . She e n t e r e d 160 .75 a c r e s
o f l a n d : t h e N o r t h h a l f o f t h e N o r t h e a s t q u a r t e r o f S e c t i o n 1 4 a n d t h e W e s t h a l f o f
t h e N o r t h w e s t q u a r t e r o f S e c t i o n 1 3 , a l l i n Townsh ip 3 S o u t h , Range 4 E a s t , l o c a t e d
in t h e northwestern p a r t of J a c k s o n C o u n t y at t h e h e a d of G u e s s ' s C r e e k C o v e .

It w a s r e q u i r e d t h a t t h e homestead s e t t l e r r e s i d e u p o n a n d c u l t i v a t e t h e l a n d
f o r a p e r i o d o f fi v e y e a r s f r o m t h e t i m e o f fi l i n g t h e a f fi d a v i t .

O n December 2 2 , 1888 , H u l d a h fi l e d p r o o f t o e s t a b l i s h h e r c l a i m , s t a t i n g t h a t
t h i s w a s a l l m o u n t a i n t i m b e r e d l a n d when s h e made t h e homestead e n t r y ; t h a t s h é h a d
c l e a r e d a n d f e n c e d o n e a n d o n e ‐ h a l f a c r e s a t t h e f o o t o f t h e moun ta in , a n d h a d b u i l t
h e r home i n t h e w i n t e r o f 1883 a n d 1 8 8 4 . The house w a s a l o g house made o f o a k , b e e c h ,
a n d h i c k o r y l o g s , 14 x 16 f e e t , w i t h c l a p b o a r d r o o f w i t h s t i c k a n d d i r t ch imney. I t
h a d a b a c k r o o m w h i c h w a s 1 0 x 1 4 f e e t a n d made o f o a k l u m b e r. She b u i l t a b a r n a n d a
p o u l t r y h o u s e ; r a i s e d c o r n , t o b a c c o , a n d g a r d e n v e g e t a b l e s , h a d h o r s e s , c a t t l e , a n d
h o g s . She moved o n t o t h e l a n d o n May 1 , 1 8 8 4 .

O n A p r i l 1 , 1 8 8 6 , H u l d a h K i r k p a t r i c k m a r r i e d F r a n c i s M . S a n d e r s : t h r e e y e a r s
a f t e r she homesteaded t h e l a n d a n d t w o y e a r s a f t e r she c l e a r e d t h e l a n d a n d b u i l t h e r
home. H u l d a h w a s a s i n g l e woman when s h e u n d e r t o o k t h i s t a s k .

H u l d a h a n d F r a n c i s made t h e i r home o n t h i s l a n d a n d r a i s e d t h e i r c h i l d r e n t h e r e .

N o .  l ‐ H O M E S T E A D -
. . . . . _ ‐ o - ‐ .  . .
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Nutice to Claimant‐Give time and place of proving upand name and title of the officer before whom proof is In in: made:
also give names and post-office address of {our neighbors, t w o of whom mnu appear as your witnesses.

HULDAH F. K I R K PAT R I C K SANDERS - F I N A L PROOF T O ESTABLISH CLA IM

11-12egistc72

EDITOR'S NOTE: T h i s F i n a l P r o o f w a s f u r n i s h e d t o E v a 5 . Burger b y M r s . O l a Johnson
of D e c a t u r , A l abama . M r s . B u r g e r h a s the_complete fi l e cover‘ffig A p p l i c a t i o n 1 4 , 4 0 6 .
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C I V I L WAR DAMAGE CLAIMS F I L E D BEFORE THE SOUTHERN CLAIMS COMMISSION 1871-1880

D u r i n g t h e C i v i l War a v a s t amount o f p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y was c o n fi s c a t e d o r
s e i z e d w i t h o u t r e m u n e r a t i o n b y t h e F e d e r a l t r o o p s . Be tween 1 8 7 1 a n d 1880, t h e
S o u t h e r n C l a i m s Commission r e c e i v e d numerous w e l l documented c l a i m s f r o m p r i v a t e
c i t i z e n s o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y , Alabama, when t h e g o v e r n m e n t a l l o w e d t h e S o u t h t o

s t a t e t h e i r l o s s e s a n d a p p l y f o r reimbursement. Many c l a i m s were den ied , e s p e c i a l l y
i f t h e g o v e r n m e n t c o u l d p r o v e t h a t t h e c l a i m a n t h a d n o t b e e n l o y a l t o t h e Un ion .
M o s t c laimants s e c u r e d a f f a d a v i t s f r o m t h e i r f r i e n d s a n d n e i g h b o r s . Understandably s o ,
i t w a s m o r e advantageous to p r o c u r e t h e s u p p o r t i n g s ta tement o f a known U n i o n s y m p a t h i z e r .

J a c k s o n C o u n t y ‘ s l o y a l t y was m o r e e v e n l y d i v i d e d t h a n t h e u n r e a d observer
m i g h t b e l i e v e . At t h e o n s e t of t h e W a r , a g r o u p advocated s e c e d i n g f r o m Alabama
a n d f o r m i n g t h e F r e e S t a t e o f N i c k a j a c k ( i n Jackson C o u n t y, A l a b a m a ) , a n d o n e w r i t e r
r e c o r d e d ‘ t h a t C l a b o r n E v a n s was e l e c t e d o r cons ide red l e a d e r o f t h i s g r o u p . Th rough ‑
o u t t h e W a r , many Jackson C o u n t y r e s i d e n t s r e t a i n e d t h e i r l o y a l t y t o t h e U n i o n e v e n
t h o u g h t h e F r e e S t a t e o f N i c k a j a c k f a i l e d t o m a t e r i a l i z e .

N o f a m i l y i n Jackson C o u n t y w a s s p a r e d t h e f o r a g i n g b y b o t h a r m i e s , a n d t h e m a j o r i t y
o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y f a m i l i e s h a d t h e i r r e s o u r c e s c o m p l e t e l y d e p l e t e d b y t h e e n d o f t h e
W a r . I f t h e Feds d i d n o t t a k e o r b u r n e v e r y t h i n g , t h e Confedera te Army o r t h e m o s t
d e t e s t e d o f a l l , t h e To r i e s , d i d . Numerous c l a i m s w e r e fi l e d b y J a c k s o n C o u n t y

r e s i d e n t s be tween 1 8 7 1 a n d 1 8 8 0 . Some w e r e r e j e c t e d , a n d o t h e r s w e r e n o t s e t t l e d
f o r t w e n t y or m o r e y e a r s . Much i n t e r e s t i n g documentat ion c a n be o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e
L e g i s l a t i v e , J u d i c i a l , a n d F i s c a l B r a n c h o f t h e N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s , 8 t h a n d
P e n n s y l v a n i a A v e n u e , N . W . , Wa s h i n g t o n , D . C . 20408 . J a c k s o n C o u n t y , Alabama c l a i m a n t s
a n d t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l c a s e numbers a r e a s f o l l o w s :

CASE NO. CLAIMANT CASE N O . CLAIMANT
4085 James A d k i n s 1 6 , 8 6 7 W i l l i a m C. Dav idson
4086 Simeon F. A l l e n 1 8 , 5 8 6 H e n r y Dawson
1650 James L . A l l i s o n 5621 D a v i d D e r r i c k
7532 C a t h a r i n e A n d e r s o n , Adm. o f 5620 S a r a h D e r r i c k

E s t a t e o f H o r a t i o A n d e r s o n 6 0 1 9 E l i z a b e t h D i l l a r d
6700 Jeremiah A r n o l d 20.078 F r a n c i s D i l l a r d , H e i r s of
6803 'Meredi ty T. A u s t e l l 6812 Absalom D o l b e r r y
1346 W i l l i a m A . A u s t i n , E s t a t e o f 16 ,934 M a r t i n Donivan

(Thomas G. R u c k e r, A d m . ) 2 0 , 8 7 1 Rebecca E. D o r s e y
“ 3 5 5 5 . m _ . _ T h o m a s B . B a k e r ” ~ ~ ~ . m ‐ ‐ ‐ ~ - ‐~ ‐« ~ 5 8 1 2 - ~ > - - ~ - - N a n c y " A r " D f a i n ” “ “ ‐ “ ‐ “ " ' " ‘ ” “

599 E a r l D . Barden 2 0 , 11 0 W i l l i a m Du laney
3554 Rebecca A. B a r n e s 1350 D a n i e l Edwards
3536 M a r i a B a r r i e r 1345 D a v i d Edwards
4095 John G. B e a r d 1344 D a v i d Edwards a n d
6805 M i l l a B e a v e r , Adm. o f E s t a t e o f N a t h a n i e l A . Johnson

W i l l i a m B e a v e r 3543 S a r a h Edwards
1 9 , 4 7 4 D a v i d R . B e l l a m y, Adm. o f E s t a t e o f 6022 N a n c y K . E l k i n s

J o h n C . Ti n n e y 2 0 , 11 2 E l l e n E v a n s
3560 W i l l i a m C . B e r r y 11 2 0 C l a i b o r n e E v a n s

2648 S a m p s o n B i s h o p 2 0 , 2 8 1 F r a n c i s M . F e n n e l l , E s t a t e
4046 James B o l t o n o f ( I s a b e l l a F e n n e l l , E x e c . )

6699 a n d 2755 F r a n c i s F l i p p e n
7953 S e v i e r B o l t o n 6493 E . C . G a r l a n d
9984 L u n a B o w e r 1 9 , 4 8 1 J o s e p h G a r l a n d
6807 C h a r l e s B . B r e w e r 6494 W i l l i a m G a r l a n d
1 7 , 2 3 1 B e r r y o r B e n j . C a s t l e 15 ,549 J o h n M . Gasque
9145 W . H . C h r i s t i a n 11 , 6 0 6 M . M . G i l b r e a t h
19 ,476 Joseph S . C l a r k e 1 6 , 7 3 4 R o b e r t S . G i l l i l a n d
2124 James C l e n d e n i n 8370 B a z e l G . & E l l e n d e r D .
2 5 , 6 1 4 James M . C l o u d G l a s s c o c k
1342 M i n e r v a C o a t e s 8 3 7 1 M a r y G o n c e

3 5 3 1 J . T. C o a t s 1 9 , 4 8 2 A s a R . G r e e n , E s t a t e o f
2 0 , 1 2 3 C h r i s t o p h e r C . Cobb 2 0 , 8 4 3 Amanda J . G r e e n e , E s t a t e o f
5 0 7 1 W.R.W. Cobb E s t a t e ( J o h n P. Timberlake, A d m . )

( B r y a n t C o b b , A d m . ) 1 9 , 4 8 0 J o h n V. G r o s s
1349 R i c e A . C o f f e e 3963 W i l l i a m G u l l a t t
4816 Absalom C o f f e y 2 7 5 1 Johnson H a c k w o r t h
1653 W i l l i a m C o l e y 1 6 5 5 ' L y d i a C . H a c k w o r t h
3571 H e n r y H . C o u l s o n 1654 N e w t o n H a c k w o r t h
1884 Jacob C o u l s o n 6496 Thomas J . H a r g i s s

3573 W. C . C o u l s o n 4822 Andrew H a r p e r
3541 C l a r k C r o s s 3582 R o b e r t F. H a r p e r

4047 G e o r g e C r o s s 11 , 2 3 3 G e o r g e W. Haws
4049 M a r y A . C r o s s 4248 W i l l i a m H a y s
4050 M e l i n d a C r o s s 6825 G e o r g e W. Hinshaw
3532 S a n d i f e r Cr‘osg 7969 N a n c y Hinshaw
4048 W i l e y C r o s s 1 3 5 1 . D r . P. H . H e l t o n

\ 17,7547 /” C. B. H i l l , E s t a t e of
- 6 - ( W i l l i a m R . H i l l , A d m . )

w.
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CASE N O .

6497
1657
1656

10,158
3544
2625
19 ,388
4120
6028
6502
8821
20,618
1352
1344

5629
5630
15 ,064
15,660
1 9 , 4 8 6  &
10 ,834
6030
6032
840
9147
21,525
5632
1 8 , 9 11
2627
856
9166
1914
2384
19,494
22,294
21,133
5143
19,607
3528
7610
8258
16 ,159
19 ,493
9456
6831
7975
4052
7834
16 ,340
9132
1748
16 ,157
4838
3604
11 , 2 8 6
2 1 , 1 3 6
19 ,495
9148
8870
21,530
8 8 7 1
1658
9458
2 0 , 4 6 8  &
2 0 , 111
20,467

4054
3546
4053
7549
8 5 7  &
292

CLAIMANT
O r i n H i l l
M a r y S. Hogwood
M a r y E . H o l d e n , Adm. o f
E s t a t e o f J o h n H o l d e n
J a c k H o l l a n d
N a n c y J . H o w a r d
Andrew J . H u g g i n s
Wm. F. H u e r
J o h n H u t t o n
A l l e n I s b e l l
M i l l e r  I s b e l l
M a r y J a m e s

W i l l i a m P. James
L y s a n d e r Johnson
N a t h a n i e l A . . J o h n s o n a n d
D a v i d Edwards
Moses K e e l
N a t h a n i e l Kennamer
Andrew Ja ‐ K i r b y .
M a r y J . K i r b y
R i c h a r d L . K i r b y , J r .

John K i r k p a t r i c k
N e l s o n K y l e '
B a y l e s s E . Ladd_
E .  E .  L a d d
L o u i s e  L a d d
Reuben L e m l y , S r .

Mad ison L e w a l l e n
John T. L e w i s
J e s s e L i l l y
J o h n C . L o g a n
James N. Maples
Moses Map les
John M a r t i n
Joseph A. M a r t i n
M a r i a M a r t i n
E.W.S. Mason , E s t a t e of
Mal inda McClendon
C a r o l i n e M c C r a r y
Samuel McGrary
J a n e McGwinn
Johnson McKay
H e n r y  M c N e l l y
W i l l a i m M e s s e r , E s t a t e o f
S a r a h M i l l e r
A . S . M i t c h e l l , E s t a t e o f
S u s a n M i t c h e l l
Thomas J . M i t c h e l l
J o h n M o o r e
W i l l i a m M o o r e

Joseph M o r g a n
G e o r g e W. Newcomer
A l f r e d Owens
J o s e p h B . P a c e
J o u r d a n Peacock
M a r y J . P e m b e r t o n
H i r a m P e t e r s

Thomas P e t t i t t
E l i j a h P h i l l i p s , E s t a t e o f
W i l l i a m C . P r i c e
L i t h a P u l l u m
L a x t o n Rash
Samue l R a y n e s

G e o r g e  W.  R i d g e
W i l l i a m R i d g e , E s t a t e o f
(George W. R i d g e , A d m . )

D e n n i s Roach
M a r g a r e t W . Roach
P e r k i n s Roach
J e s s e  R o b e r t s

W a l t e r R o s s e r f

__7_

CASE NO.
5636
1348

6701
7958
19 ,500
4804
3529
19 ,608
5935
6843
1915
1356
7837
1 8 8 1
15,918
1 6 , 7 6 8
3615
3617
3616
20,137
2 0 , 6 2 1
11 , 5 0 6
6517
1 5 , 6 6 1
7550
6845
1 0 , 2 5 1
3980
19,504
11,505
19,505
3366
2 0 , 11 3
8400
4145
1340
16,706
1661
4055
7457
5839
5215
2 4 0 1
855
3530
3989
20 ,843

1 9 , 4 7 4
1 9 , 5 0 6
6702
1 9 , 5 0 7
7968
1 7 , 8 3 4
8374
15 ,662
3548
4056
7119
1 9 , 5 1 0
4914
6440
5929
5845
7553
2646
1662
5 6 4 1
6524
5 8 4 1
4366
5401

7 2 6 4 7

CLAIMANT
35EE§H7866an
Thomas R u c k e r, Adm. o f E s t a t e
o f  W i l l i a m  A .  A u s t i n
E l i z a J . Rudder
I s r a e l P. R u s s e l l
S a r a h C . R u s s e l l
W i l l i a m R u s s e l l
A r c h i b a l d R u t h e r f o r d
John Ryan
G r o v e Sammons
B e n j . V. Sanders
J o h n Sanders
W i l l i a m Sanders
M a r t h a A n n S c a r b o r o u g h
Thomas J . S c r u g g s
John S e l b y
W a l t e r S e l b y
A l f r e d M . S h e l t o n
W i l l i a m S h e l t o n
W i l l i a m F. S h e l t o n
W i l l i a m L . S h e l t o n
E l i z a b e t h S h i r l e y
Arminda Shook
W i l l i a m Simmons
Mat thew Sims
Wesley S i s k
J o h n W. s m a r t
J o h n S m i t h
B e n j a m i n S n o d g r a s s , E s t a t e o f
John S n o d g r a s s , S r .
L e v i Snow
Freder ick Stearns
James P. S t e e l e y
Jesse Stevens
Ta b i t h a S t e v e n s
N i c h o l a s S t e v e n s
C la ibo rne S t e w a r t
E l i s h a S t o g s d i l l
John S t o l t z
J o h n S u l l i v a n
J .  B .  Ta l l e y
M a r t h a A . Te e t e r s
J o s e p h Thomas
W i l l i a m C . Thomas
M a r y Thornton
W i l l i a m A. Tho rn ton
J o h n P. & J o e l S. Timber lake
J o h n P. Timber lake, Adm. of
Amanda J. G r e e n e E s t a t e
J o h n C . T i n n e y, E s t a t e o f
Va n c e B . T i p t o n
E v a l i n e & L u c y To n n e r
E l l i s o n To o n

J e s s e C . T r i c e , E s t a t e o f
A n n i e U t t e r
H a r r i e t A n n & J o h n W . U t t e r
H i ram Va u g h t
Joshua C. W a l l
E l i z a b e t h Wa l l a c e
S a r a h A . Wa r d
C h a r l o t t e A . W a r r e n
S a r a h A . & Wm. B . W a r r i n g t o n
M a r g a r e t T . Webb
El izabeth  Wel ls
J o h n W h i t fi e l d
E l i a s W i l bo rn , E s t a t e o f
M a r y J a n e W i l d e r
J a c o b M . W i l l i a m s
Mar iah  Wi l son
Thomas J. Wood
P.  S .  W o o d a l l
P l e a s a n t  Wo o d a l l
P l e a s a n t S . Wo o d a l l , Adm. o f
E s t a t e o f P r e s l e y R . W o o d a l l
S i l a s P. W o o d a l l



CIV IL WAR DAMAGE CLAIMS F I L E D BEFORE THE SOUTHERN CLAIMS COMMISSION 1871-1880 ( C o n t . )

1 6 , 1 9 1 W i l l i a m W o o s l e y, E s t a t e o f
6859 J o h n W . W r i g h t
3626 L a v i n i a W r i g h t , J a m e s K . P .

W r i g h t
19 ,509 W i l l i a m C . W r i g h t
3625 Zacha r i ah W r i g h t
5844 J o h n W y n n , E s t a t e o f

(Margaret  Wynn,  Adm.)
15 ,472 J o h n T. Yo u n g

3537 W i l l i a m R . B r o w n
6808 Thomas J. B r y a n t

1 9 , 4 7 3 J o n a t h a n M . B u r g e s s
4810 G e o r g e W. B u r r o w
8249 James J . Busbee
9158 D e r r e l l B u s b y
19 ,605 R o b e r t B y n u m , E s t a t e o f

( J o h n P. B y n u m , A d m . )
15 ,659 Va l e n t i n e C a g l e
3980 D a v i d K . C a l d w e l l , Adm. o f

E s t a t e o f Ben jamin S n o d g r a s s
1347 D a n i e l Cameron
20,122 I s a a c C a m p b e l l
2 0 , 8 4 0 James C a m p b e l l E s t a t e

(Wm. W. C a m p b e l l , A d m . )
6486 Thomas C a p e h a r t
21 ,116 E l i z a b e t h A . C a r d
3468 L e o n a r d W. C a r d i n
13 ,285 James C a r g i l e
1 6 5 1 J e s s e C a r g i l e
3538 L e w i s C a r g i l e
3539 &
291 Lewis C a r g i l e
20,279 Jane R. C a r t e r

JANE R. CARTER, CASE NO. 20 ,279

SOURCE: L e g i s l a t i v e , J u d i c i a l & F i s c a l B ranch , N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s , Wash ing ton , D . C . ,
RE: RG 56 , ‑

J a n e R . C a r t e r was t h e widow o f James L . C a r t e r who was t h e s o n o f S t e p h e n C a r t e r ,
c o ‐ f o u n d e r o f o l d B e l l e f o n t e c i r c a 1822. James L . a n d J a n e R . C a r t e r w e r e t h e p a r e n t s
o f f o u r c h i l d r e n W i l l i a m , S t e p h e n , S a r a h , a n d J o h n H . C a r t e r . S t e p h e n a n d
John C a r t e r d i e d y o u n g . James L . C a r t e r d i e d c i r c a 1844, a n d J a n e R . C a r t e r r a i s e d
h e r f a m i l y i n o l d B e l l e f o n t e ; W i l l i a m C a r t e r d i e d i n t h e 1870s, a n d S a r a h C a r t e r

m a r r i e d G. W. S m i t h b u t h a d no c h i l d r e n . T h e r e f o r e , t h e r e a r e no l i v i n g descendan ts
o f t h i s b r a n c h o f S t e p h e n C a r t e r ' s f a m i l y . S a r a h C a r t e r S m i t h i s b u r i e d i n B l u e
S p r i n g C e m e t e r y i n L a r k i n s v i l l e b e s i d e h e r husband . H e r m o t h e r , J a n e R . C a r t e r , i s
b u r i e d i n t h e i r f a m i l y p l o t a t B l u e S p r i n g s .

U n d e r t h e A c t o f M a r c h 3 , 1871, J a n e R . C a r t e r , w idow, made a c l a i m f o r l o s s e s
s u s t a i n e d d u r i n g t h e C i v i l W a r . A l t h o u g h s h e s u b m i t t e d s e v e r a l p a g e s o f s w o r n
t e s t i m o n y p l u s a f f a d a v i t s f r o m h e r d a u g h t e r a n d t h r e e o f h e r B e l l e f o n t e n e i g h b o r s ,
h e r c l a i m w a s e v e n t u a l l y d e n i e d by t h e Commissioners of C l a i m s . The d e n i a l w a s
b a s e d o n t h e t e s t i m o n y o f o n e o f h e r B e l l e f o n t e n e i g h b o r s , Joseph M . B u r t o n , who
s t a t e d h e w a s w e l l a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e c l a i m a n t a n d t h a t S h e w a s d i s l o y a l d u r i n g
" t h e war."' L a r k i n W i l l i s , J . J . S t . Clair, F r e d S t e r n , W . L . S h e l t o n , N e l s o n K y l e ,
a n d P . C . C o u l s o n h a d t e s t i fi e d t o p r o v e J a n e C a r t e r ' s l o y a l t y .

J a n e R . C a r t e r s t a t e d s h e w a s b o r n i n 1 8 11 i n K n o x v i l l e i n K n o x C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e .

She h a d r e s i d e d o n h e r s m a l l f a r m a t B e l l e f o n t e a b o u t t h i r t y y e a r s , a n d she s t a t e d
she a c q u i r e d t h e l a n d a s a g i f t o f , h e r n i e c e , M a r y W h i t e o f Ta l l a d e g a C o u n t y , A labama.
J a n e R . C a r t e r s t a t e s she a n d h e r f a m i l y w e r e l o y a l t o t h e Un ion a n d t h a t h e r s o n s
w e r e n o t i n t h e C o n f e d e r a t e A r m y . She f u r n i s h e d “ d e l i c a c i e s “ t o G e n e r a l W i l l i c k s
s o l d i e r s when G e n e r a l W i l l i c k s ' s h e a d q u a r t e r s w e r e i n h e r y a r d . She a l s o s t a t e d
h e r s o n , J o h n H. C a r t e r , d i e d November 1 2 , 1862 , a n d h e r s o n , William J. C a r t e r , d i e d
J u l y 3 , 1 8 7 1 . The fi l e o n J a n e C a r t e r ' s c l a i m i s s u b s t a n t i a l , a n d s e l e c t e d p a r t s
a r e r e p r o d u c e do n t h e f o l l o w i n g p a g e s t o show t h e t y p e i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e f r o m
t h i s r e s e a r c h r e s o u r c e . T h i s fi l e c o n t a i n s v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n i n document ing t h e
h i s t o r y o f B e l l e f o n t e d u r i n g t h e C i v i l W a r . I t i s a l s o a g o o d examp le o f t h e
f a m i l y i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h c a n b e f o u n d i n t h e c l a i m s o f t h e o t h e r 255 J a c k s o n
C o u n t i a n s who p r e s e n t e d t h e i r l o s s e s to t h e Commissioners of C l a i m s be tween 1 8 7 1
a n d 1880. ‐ 8 ‑

/>
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To t h e H o n o r a b l e Commiss i one rs o f C la ims ,
Under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1871, Washington, D. 0 . :

gigs fietitien a; g)

respectfully. represents :

‐ a . . . . ‑That 9he 44 A, citizen I ' o f the United States, and resrde at present. at or nearm g4 & 4Z / M mM ‘ W M
\and that phe resided when this claim accrued at or-uear (3) W M / a

y

That ohe ha 9 a claim against the United States for property (4) 4 :;¢WL.
for the use ofthe army (5)of the UnitedStatesduringthe late rebelliona t ( m ) w) ,inthe County ofWhm/u ,and State Of

That the said claim, stated by items, and excluding any and all items of damage, destruction,
and loss, (and not use,) of property; of unauthorized or unnecessary depredations by troops and

other persons upon property, or of rent or compensation for the use or occupation of buildings
grounds, or other real estate, is as follows:

D AT E ’ QiifiTiTms AND DESCRIPTION. i~~_v:tiu:n -_‑

[.4447 wen .
u.....u.....: ....éte......W 7 1..............................,/ 4:5»: Wm
WM ‐« [ M W / W........M fl / y / Q.....5/ M P ‐ ( / 2 0 . W............................................
1.:......I.5 . . . rat/£5.”........................m........W ............(nfl/"Q....... 72J‘ W_

.............................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................

" . . . . . . H . . . ” ...............................................................................................................................

Note 1. Give full names of al l the petitioners.
2. Give the residence of each petitioner.
3. Give the former residence of each petitioner.
4, “ Taken,“ or " furnished.” '
e. ll‘tuken or furnished for the use of the Nui'y, the necessary changes should be made in (h is form. x. . . N J ‑
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A SAND MOUNTAIN ENTERPRISE“

SOURCE: PROGRESSIVE AGE, J u n e 2 6 , 1 9 1 9

" I n g e t t i n g u p news f o r o u r r e a d e r s I c a n n o t h e l p b e l i e v e t h a t t h i n g s t h a t i n t e r e s t
m e w i l l m o r e t h a n l i k e l y i n t e r e s t a t l e a s t a f e w o f r e a d e r s a n d a s n o a r t i c l e w r i t t e n w i l l
i n t e r e s t e v e r y b o d y, I s h a l l n o t b e d i s a p p o i n t e d i f t h i s d o e s n o t a p p e a l t o a l l t h e r e a d e r s .

W e have r e c e i v e d s e v e r a l p r e s s i n g i n v i t a t i o n s f r o m D r . Bobo a n d h i s h u s t l i n g s o n ,
C l a u d e , t o v i s i t t h e i r p l a c e o f b u s i n e s s on t h e b r o w o f SandMoun ta in , and S a t u r d a y we
h a d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o v i s i t them.

We w e r e t o l d t h a t t h e r e w a s a company k n o w n as t h e P i s g a h L a n d Company a n d t h a t t h e y
Were g e t t i n g o u t some l u m b e r o u t o n Sand M o u n t a i n , b u t when o u r c a r r a n u p t o B o b o ' s
i n c l i n e n e a r P i s g a h w e t h o u g h t s u r e l y w e h a d r u n i n t o some b i g C h a t t a n o o g a l u m b e r y a r d .
F o r m y p a r t I d i d n ' t t h i n k t h e r e w a s t h a t much l u m b e r i n t h i s w h o l e c o u n t r y . I t l o o k e d
l i k e t o m e t h e r e w e r e a c r e s o f l a n d l i t e r a l l y c o v e r e d i n l u m b e r r e a d y t o b e s h i p p e d .

D r . M . J . B o b o , f r o m w h a t I c a n l e a r n , i s t h e r e a l p r o m o t e r o f t h i s e n t e r p r i s e , I
mean i n c l i n e . T h i s i n c l i n e w a s a n e y e o p e n e r t o m e a n d I t h i n k i s o n e o f t h e m o s t
commendable e n t e r p r i s e on Sand M o u n t a i n . D r . B o b o c a l l s it t h e J a y B i r d S o u t h e r n
r a i l r o a d . I t i s a s t r a i g h t l i n e f r o m t h e r i v e r t o t h e t o p o f t h e m o u n t a i n a n d i s p u l l e d
u p t h e m o u n t a i n b y a c a b l e . L a r g e c a r s o f l u m b e r g o down t h e m o u n t a i n a n d a r e u n l o a d e d
a n d r e t u r n i n a b o u t 1 5 m i n u t e s . A l l t h e f r e i g h t f o r t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e m o u n t a i n
comes u p t h e m o u n t a i n a t t h i s p l a c e . D r . Bobo showed u s h i s p i n e p o l e b u n g a l o w t h a t i s
o n e o f t h e m o s t u n i q u e b u i l d i n g s w e h a v e e v e r s e e n a n d i f y o u e v e r g e t a c h a n c e t o s e e
i t b e s u r e t o s e e i t .

A t t h i s h i g h p i n n a c l e t h e p e o p l e o f S a n d M o u n t a i n a r e g o i n g t o e r e c t a t o w e r i n g
monument to t h e B o y s of J a c k s o n C o u n t y who f e l l in t h e W o r l d Wa r ( I ) . The b l u e p r i n t s
of t h e monuments w e r e i n s p e c t e d a n d it is to be a t o w e r on a s o l i d n a t u r a l r o c k f o u n d a ‑
t i o n 132 f e e t h i g h w i t h a n o b s e r v a t i o n p l a t f o r m a b o u t t w e n t y f e e t f r o m t h e t o p .

F r o m t h e w a t e r s o f t h e Te n n e s s e e R i v e r i t w i l l b e o v e r 1000 f e e t h i g h . S u r r o u n d i n g
t h i s monument t h e y c o n t e m p l a t e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a p a r k a n d a n a u d i t o r i u m i s t o b e
b u i l t i n t h i s p a r k w h e r e a n n u a l l y w i l l b e h e l d c o n v e n t i o n s o f t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e
c o u n t r y a t w h i c h t i m e v a r i o u s s u b j e c t s o f i n t e r e s t t o t h e p e o p l e o f t h e c o u n t y w i l l b e
d i s c u s s e d b y eminent s p e a k e r s a . H e r e ' s h o p i n g t h e s e p r o m o t e r s w i l l meet w i t h success.

W r i t t e n b y t h e E d i t o r o f t h e P r o g r e s s i v e A g e , J u n e 2 6 , 1919
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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION MEETING ‐ Sunday, J u l y 21, 1985, 2 :30 p . m . ,
Bucks Pocke t S t a t e Park .

M r . I. R. H o l t , Bucks Pocke t S t a t e P a r k R a n g e r, w i l l speak to t h e J.C.H.A. on J u l y 21,
1985, 2:30 p . m . , in t h e p a r k p a v i l l i o n located n e a r park headquarters. The p a v i l l i o n
is in t h e b a s i n and NOT on t h e overlook. Mar tha H u n t Huie, Program Vice ‐ Pres ident ,
adv ises t h e r e w i l l be benches b u t f e e l f r e e to b r i n g y o u r l a w n c h a i r s and cameras.
I c e c r e a m and cake w i l l b e served f o l l o w i n g t h e p r o g r a m .

Members and i n v i t e d g u e s t s who would l i k e to c a r p o o l in t h e c a r a v a n should m e e t at
S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l p a r k i n g l o t a t 1 :30 p . m . To r e a c h Bucks Pocket, t r a v e l Highway
3 5 f r o m S c o t t s b o r o . T u r n r i g h t a t S e c t i o n and g o t o Macedonia. A t the Macedonia
f o u r ‐ w a y s t o p , t u r n r i g h t . G o about 200 yards and l o o k f o r s i g n f o r Bucks Pocke t .
T u r n l e f t a t t h e s i g n .

Accord ing t o A s s o c i a t i o n b y ‐ l a w s , ANNUAL DUES ARE NOW DUE and payab le t o :

Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n REGULAR MEMBERSHIP ‐ $7.50
M r s . Nelson Va rne l l , Tr e a s u r e r ”
1006 Birchwood D r i v e L IFE MEMBERSHIP ‘ $100.00
Scottsboro, Alabama 35768

Memor ia ls and Honorar iums at d i s c r e t i o n
of donor a r e welcomed.

P lease  p rov ide :
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY ‘ STATE Z I P

Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n members r e c e i v e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
q u a r t e r l y i n J a n u a r y, A p r i l , J u l y , and O c t o b e r.

THREE NEW LIFE MEMBERS THIS QUARTER:

M r s . H a r r y ( B e t t y ) Campbel l , M r . James N. (J im) Clemens, and M r s . W i l l i a m B. (Mar tha)
H u i e a r e t h e t h r e e m o s t c u r r e n t l i f e members o f t h e Jackson Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a ‑
t i o n . M r s . Thomas A. ( G e r r i ) Gibson, M r s . Anna R u t h Campbell , M r . H a r r y Campbell, and
M r s . Norma Jean Moore became l i f e members in r e c e n t months. Complet ing o u r l i f e
membership r o l e a r e MiSs P a t t y Woodall, f o r m e r Congressman Rober t E. Jones, and M r .
Wa l t e r T. S u m n e r, A s members r e a c h t h e age o f 9 0 y e a r s young , t h e y a u t o m a t i c a l l y
become H o n o r a r y L i f e Members. To date, M r s . H. G. Jacobs is t h e Associat ion 's o n l y
member of t h i s honored g roup .

The A s s o c i a t i o n extends a s p e c i a l thanks t o M r s . H a r r y Campbell , M r . James N . Clemens,
and M r s . W i l l i a m B . H u i e f o r t h e i r d i s t i n g u i s h e d s u p p o r t through l i f e membership.

KIRKPATRICK FAMILY BOOK Publ ished by J . C . H . A . Member, Eva Smi th Burger

M r s . C la rence Me lv i n (Eva Smi th ) B u r g e r has compi led and pub l i shed a h i s t o r y o f
t h e K i r k p a t r i c k F a m i l y o f Jackson C o u n t y , Alabama. The l i n e a g e f o r m a t and i n ‑
d e p t h documentat ion f o r each g e n e r a t i o n a r e well researched and presented. M r s .
B u r g e r a l s o t r a c e d t h e Adam and M a r y ( P o l l y ) Derrick and Jacob L e r o y and M a r g a r e t
( W i l b u r n ) Smi th l i n e s i n h e r p u b l i c a t i o n . D a n i e l K i r k p a t r i c k , b o r n 1784, was t h e
son o f Robert and E l i z a b e t h G e r r o n (Guering) K i r k p a t r i c k , and D a n i e l mar r ied
M a r g a r e t Shadden o n March 2 , 1810 i n Roane C o u n t y, Te n n e s s e e . D a n i e l served i n
t h e War o f 1812, and became a n e a r l y _ s e t t l e r i n P a i n t Rock Va l l e y in_Jackson C o u n t y,
Alabama. M r s . Bu rge r r e s i d e s a t 2708 D a y Road, H u n t s v i l l e , Alabama 35801. A t t h e
A p r i l m e e t i n g o f t h e J . C .H .A . , she p r e s e n t e d a c o p y o f h e r book t o t h e S c o t t s b o r o
L i b r a r y . - 1 a ,



J.C.H.A. 1985 PAID MEMBERSHIP

The f o l l o w i n g have p a i d 1985 membership dues. I f y o u r name does n o t appear below,
p l e a s e s u p p o r t y o u r Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i ca l A s s o c i a t i o n w i t h y o u r $7.50 annua l dues.
P l e a s e m a i l your check w h i c h is t a x deduct ib le to M r s . Nelson Varnel l , Treasurer,
1006 Birchwood D r i v e , Scot tsboro, Alabama 35768. '

M r s . J. B. Beard
M r s . L i l a h Beason
M r s . R u t h B e r z e t t
M r s . W i l l i a m B o g a r t
M r . and M r s . C . H . B ramb le t t
M r s . Sammie M. Brown
M r s . C la rence M e l v i n Bu rge r
M r s . Sandra Burney
M r s . Anna Ruth Campbel l ( L i f e Member)
M r s . B e s s i e Campbell
D r . and M r s . D a v i d Campbell
M r . and M r s . H a r r y Campbell ( L i f e Members)
M r s . Madge R . C a p e r t o n
L t . C o l . George H . C a r l t o n
M r . S t a n l e y D . C a r t e r
M r s . Randy Cash
M r s . Ann B. Chambless
M r . J. C. Clemons
M r . James N. (J im) Clemens ( L i f e Member)
M r s . Loyd Crawford
M r . and M r s . Waco D e r r i c k
M r . S t e v e D. Durham
D r . and M r s . Ronald H. Dykes
M r s . J o a n n Thomas E l k i n s
M r . Gordon F o s t e r
M r s . John W i l l Gay, J r .
M r s . Thomas A. Gibson ( L i f e Member)
M r. and M r s . Sam Fred Gross
M r . and M r s . Wal ter B. Hammer, J r .
M r s . Roberta A. Helwig
M r . and Mrs . De lbe r t H i cks
M r s . S y b i l Bishop Hinman
M r s . F e r n Hodges
M i s s Jane E. Hodges
M r s . Kenneth Holder
M r s . Peggy W. H o l l a n d
M r . and M r s . Guy H o l l i s
M r . and M r s . W i l l i a m B . H u i e ( L i f e Member)
M r s . Grace P. Hun t
M r s . James T. Jones
M r . Rober t E. Jones ( L i f e Member)
M r s . Hugh Keeb le
M r . P. B . K e e l
M r s . J o e H e n r y K i n g
M r s . C la rence B. K i r b y
D r . and M r s . E. Rudder Knox
M r s . E l l a Ruth Lamberth
M r . Char les H. Loyd
M r . and M r s . Dav id Loyd
M r s . M . H . Ly n c h
M r s . H. G. Jacobs (Honorary L i f e Member)

P u b l i c a t i o n Exchange Members:
G i l e s C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y (Tn)
F r a n k l i n Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y
Landmarks, I n c . of DeKalb C o . , Al

(Tn)

M i s s E u n i c e Matthews
M i s s H a z e l Matthews
M i s s L e o l a Matthews
M i s s P a u l i n e Matthews
M r s . P e a r l Matthews
M i s s E d i t h Money
M r . James E. Money
M r s . Norma Jean Moore ( L i f e Member)
M r s . V i r g i n i a Mosgrove
M r . Walker W. McCutchen
M r s . M e r i l y n O s t e r l a n d
M r . and M r s . F o r d H. Owens
M r . and M r s . C a r l u s P. Page
M r . and M r s . Horace Rex Page
M r . and M r s . Wende l l Page
M r . Rober t Leo Page, S r .
M r s . F. B . P a r k e r
M r . G e r a l d R .Pau l k
M r s . W i l l i a m P e t e r s
M r .  L a r r y  L .  P h i l l i p s
Mr. and M r s . B a r r y P i c k e t t
M r s . Wa l t e r H. Plummet
M r s . Ra lph J . P o w e l l
M r s . John F. P r o c t o r
M r . and M r s . Wo r t h P r o c t o r
M r s . Margare t E . Ra iney
ReadoMoore Publications, I n c . , N . Y. , N . Y.
M r s . Haze l I s b e l l Roberts
M i s s L o i s M. Robertson
M r . and M r s . W. H. Robinson, Jr
M r s . W i l l i a m F. Roche l l e
M r s . Mary Anna Rudder
M r s . John Schuerman
Mrs. Addie K. Shavers
M r s . Leon She l ton
M r . Mark S c o t t S k e l t o n
M r s . H a r r i s o n H . S m i t h
Mr. J. N. Smith, S r .
M r s . J u l i a n H. Snelson
M r . and M r s . Agee S t r i c k l a n d
M r . Wa l t e r T. Sumner ( L i f e Member)
M r s . John B . T a l l y
M r . and M r s . W i l l i a m J . T a l l y I I I
Tennessee Va l l e y A u t h o r i t y Tech . L i b r a r y
M r s . E l i z a b e t h Thomas
M r . and M r s . Ne l son J . Va r n e l l
M r . and M r s . G. T. Walker
M r s . Sara C . West
M r . Jesse H. Wheeler, J r .
M r s . Doro thy M. Wi l l i ams
Wisconsin H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y
M r s . E l i z a B. Woodal l
M s . P a t t y Woodall ( L i f e Member)

BARRY PICKETT, J . C . H . A . MEMBER AND CEMETERY PRESERVATIONIST PRESENTED APRIL PROGRAM

F o r a lmost t e n y e a r s , B a r r y P i c k e t t has been c l e a r i n g , c lean ing , i n v e n t o r y i n g , and
reco rd ing  ceme te r i es . A t the A p r i l , 1985, program meet ing , B a r r y shared h i s i n t e r e s t i n g
a v o c a t i o n and t h e j o y s o f p r e s e r v i n g t h e i d e n t i t i e s o f thousands b u r i e d i n Jackson
C o u n t y. H i s l o o s e ‐ l e a f s p i r a l notebooks a r e fi l l e d w i t h names i n a l p h a b e t i c a l o r d e r
a s w e l l a s b i o g r a p h i c a l and genea log ica l i n f o r m a t i o n h e has documented b y read ing
o b i t u a r i e s and o l d n e w s p r i n t as w e l l as personal i n t e r v i e w s w i t h l i v i n g descendants.
B a r r y has completed t h e i n v e n t o r y o f a l l ceme te r i es on the e a s t s i d e o f t h e Tennessee
R i v e r and is now work ing on t h e w e s t s i d e .
C e d a r h i l l Cemetery in Scot tsboro.

He r e c e n t l y completed an i n v e n t o r y of
B a r r y immed ia te ly shares the f r u i t s o f h i s l a b o r

w i t h t h e p u b l i c by p l a c i n g a copy o f h i s work in t h e Scot tsboro P u b l i c L i b r a r y . He
keeps u p w i t h secluded s i n g l e g r a v e s i t e s and s m a l l graveyards a s w e l l a s l a r g e r
p e r p e t u a l ‐ c a r e c e m e t e r i e s .

2
H o p e f u l l y, h i s c o m p i l a t i o n c a n soon b e p u b l i s h e d .



JACKSON COUNTY SKETCHES
BY

D a v i d Campbel l , P r e s i d e n t
Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n

Soon t h e l o n g ‐ a w a i t e d b r i d g e a c r o s s t h e Tennessee R i v e r n e a r S c o t t s b o r o w i l l open .
A l t hough t h e ad jacen t B . B . Comer B r i d g e s t i l l w i l l be u t i l i z e d f o r e a s t bound t r a f fi c ,
i t i s a n a p p r o p r i a t e t i m e t o l o o k back a t t h e h i s t o r y o f t h i s Jackson C o u n t y landmark.

The b r i d g e , named a f t e r f o r m e r g o v e r n o r B . B . Comer, has spanned t h e r i v e r s i n c e 1930,
when i t w a s completed a s a p a r t o f a m a s s i v e b r i d g e ‐ b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t conducted b y
Governor B ibb Graves . In t oday ' s h i g h techno logy s o c i e t y where c a r s and houses t a l k
and p e o p l e l i v e w i t h a r t i fi c i a l hea r t s , t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a b r i d g e m i g h t n o t appear
t h a t i m p r e s s i v e . B u t t o r e s i d e n t s o f Jackson C o u n t y i n 1930, t h e comp le t i on o f t h e
b r i d g e was a m a j o r e v e n t . In f a c t , an estimated 7,000 ‐ 8,000 peop le t u r n e d o u t f o r
t h e b r i d g e d e d i c a t i o n c e r e m o n i e s on August 2, 1930. The Progressive Age (August 10,
1930) desc r ibed t h e b r i d g e d e d i c a t i o n a s "one o f t h e b i g g e s t e v e n t s i n t h e h i s t o r y o f
S c o t t s b o r o and Jackson C o u n t y. ”

Former Congressman Robe r t Jones exper ienced a somewhat i r o n i c t w i s t in rega rd to t h e
h i s t o r y of B. B. Comer B r i d g e . Congressman J o n e s worked on t h e b r i d g e d u r i n g t h e
summer b e f o r e h e l e f t f o r c o l l e g e . H e was o n e o f t h e a p p r o x i m a t e l y one hundred men
i n v o l v e d i n c o n s t r u c t i n g B . B . Comer Br idge f o r t h e Kansas C i t y Br idge Company. The
new b r i d g e w i l l be named in honor of Congressman Jones in r e c o g n i t i o n of h i s s e r v i c e
i n Congress and c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e people o f N o r t h Alabama.

Congressman J o n e s r e c a l l s t h a t B. B. Comer B r i d g e w a s of g r e a t economic b e n e fi t to
Jackson C o u n t y when i t opened. N o t o n l y d i d i t p r o v i d e bad ly ‐ needed j o b s d u r i n g t h e
D e p r e s s i o n , b u t i t opened u p Sand M o u n t a i n t o economic development and u n i t e d a
c o u n t y t h a t had been g e o g r a p h i c a l l y separa ted b y t h e Tennessee R i v e r . U n t i l t h i s t i m e
f e r r i e s we re u t i l i z e d to c r o s s t h e r i v e r , b u t t hese we re o f t e n i nope rab le du r i ng
s p r i n g  fl o o d i n g .

Congressman J o n e s c r e d i t s G o v e r n o r Graves w i t h g e t t i n g fi n a n c i n g f o r Comer B r i d g e
th rough t h e s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e . H e d i d t h i s b y naming each b r i d g e i n h i s c o n s t r u c ‑
t i o n p r o j e c t a f t e r a n i m p o r t a n t and p o l i t i c a l l y i n fl u e n t i a l p e r s o n i n t h e s t a t e .
B. B. Comer had served as governor of,Alabama f rom 1907 to 19ll and a l though he was
deceased, h i s f a m i l y remained p o w e r f u l i n Alabama p o l i t i c s , p a r t i c u l a r l y through
t h e i r bus iness a c t i v i t i e s i n Avondale M i l l s . .

In h i s book The S t o r y 3f Scot tsboro, J e r r y G i s t l i s t s some s p e c i fi c d e t a i l s about
Comer B r i d g e . I t was, h e n o t e s , b u i l t a t a c o s t o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y $525,000, i n ‐ '
c l ud ing t h e approaches. It is two hundred f e e t h i g h at i t s peak and 2,148 f e e t
l ong . I n i t i a l l y , Comer Br idge was operated a s a t o l l b r i d g e . Charges ranged f r o m
fi v e c e n t s f o r a p e d e s t r i a n , t o 2 5 ‐ 5 0 c e n t s p e r automobile, depending o n t h e
number o f p a s s e n g e r s , and $1.50 f o r a t r u c k o v e r s i x t o n s .

Gera ld Z e i g l e r , c u r r e n t President o f t h e N o r t h Alabama E l e c t r i c C o o p e r a t i v e , r e c a l l s
when h i s f a t h e r ma in ta ined t h e t o l l g a t e a t t h e b r i d g e and farmed t h e r i v e r ‐ b o t t o m
l a n d t h a t has s i n c e been covered b y t h e backwaters c r e a t e d b y G u n t e r s v i l l e Dam. M r .
Z e i g l e r and h i s f a m i l y l i v e d i n t h e w h i t e ‐ f r a m e house a d j a c e n t t o t h e b r i d g e t h a t r e m a i n s
t o d a y. M r . Z e i g l e r remembers t h a t it w a s somet imes d i f fi c u l t f o r p e o p l e to p a y t h e
t o l l d u r i n g t h e D e p r e s s i o n y e a r s . "Sometimes a c a r w o u l d p u l l u p and t h e r e wou ld
b e peop le under b l a n k e t s o r down i n t h e fl o o r b o a r d h i d i n g . The c a r wou ld b e f u l l .
Each p e r s o n w a s supposed to p a y and t h e y w e r e t r y i n g to g e t o u t of t h e t o l l . A
n i c k e l was a l o t back t h e n . M o s t o f t h e t i m e my f a t h e r would l e t them on through. ”

M r . Z e i g l e r a l s o remembers t h a t t h e b rakes on c a r s and t r u c k s in t h e 19305 weren ' t
as good as t h e y a r e n o w . It w a s common, he sa id , f o r c a r s or t r u c k s to c r a s h
th rough t h e wooden g a t e t h a t served as t h e t o l l b a r r i e r . "Sometimes we w o u l d h e a r
a c a r b low ing i t s h o r n and fl a s h i n g i t s l i g h t s and w e knew t h a t t h e y were t r y i n g t o
t e l l us t h e y couldn't s t o p in t i m e . When we could, wewould r a i s e t h e g a t e and g e t
t h e i r t o l l when t h e y stopped on down t h e r o a d . " M r . Z e i g l e r a l s o rEmembers g o i n g
o n t o t h e b r i d g e to hang kerosene lamps as l i g h t s f o r boa ts on t h e r i v e r . ”There
w a s n o t r a f fi c o n t h e b r i d g e , s o i t wasn' t l i k e w a l k i n g o u t o n t h e b r i d g e wou ld b e
today, ” he s a i d . ‘

S t o r i e s o f t h e b r i d g e abound. S t o r i e s o f a c o u p l e m a r r y i n g o n t h e b r i d g e , o f a p i l o t
fl y i n g h i s p l a n e under t h e b r i d g e , o f f o o t r a c e s a c r o s s t h e b r i d g e . .

Comer B r i d g e , then, l i v e s i n t h e memories o f many Jackson C o u n t y r e s i d e n t s . M o s t
p r o b a b l y c a n r e c a l l t h e e x c i t e m e n t o f r i d i n g a c r o s s t h e b r i d g e f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e and
l o o k i n g down a t t h e m y s t e r i o u s r i v e r below, o r t h e a n x i e t y o f d r i v i n g a c r o s s t h e b r i d g e
f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e , or c r o s s i n g t h e b r i d g e as snow and i c e w e r e f a l l i n g . As mentioned,
Comer B r idge w i l l c o n t i n u e t o b e used. I t i s n o t y e t r e a d y f o r t h e h i s t o r y books,
a l though some r e s i d e n t s who have heard t h e s t o r i e s o f unsound, shaky p i l i n g s because
o f j o l t s f r o m barges migh t w i s h t h a t t h e b r i d g e w e r e h i s t o r y . When and i f t h e day
comes t h a t t h e b r i d g e is closed, t h e r e w i l l be those who remember t h a t it o n c e w a s
t h e one and o n l y b r i d g e and t h e c e n t e r p i e c e o f t h e c o u n t y .
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EDITOR'S NOTE: M r . C h a r l e s C a r t e r i s t h e g r e a t ‐ g r a n d f a t h e r o f f o r m e r U . S .
Congressman R o b e r t E. J o n e s . M r . Jones o r i g i n a l l y gave t h i s a r t i c l e to h i s nephew,
Madison Coun ty C i r c u i t Judge John Dav id Snodgrass, who shared t h e a r t i c l e w i t h
Madison C o u n t y C i r c u i t Judge W i l l i a m W. Page who s e n t t h e a r t i c l e to h i s unc le ,
C a r l u s Page, who gave y o u r e d i t o r a copy w i t h a n o t e s t a t i n g : ”He(Char les C a r t e r )
is my k i n d of Democrat." The a r t i c l e speaks f o r i t s e l f .

"Mr. C h a r l e s C a r t e r o f Ta l l a d e g a C o u n t y, Alabama, r e c e n t l y v i s i t e d h i s son, M r .
C h a r l e s F. C a r t e r , a t t h e c o r n e r o f Ross Avenue and Crocket t S t r e e t ( D a l l a s . ) M r .
C a r t e r was b o r n on t h e 8 t h o f May, 1803, in A lbe rmar le Coun ty, V i r g i n i a , and HE IS
IN H I S 90TH YEAR. No tw i ths tand ing h i s r i p e a g e , he i s h a l e and h e a r t y and h i s h o l d
o n v i t a l i t y enab led h im t o t r a v e l f r o m h i s home i n Alabama t o D a l l a s and f r o m D a l l a s
t o Be l t on , where ano the r s o n r e s i d e s . H e h a s l i v e d through t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ,
du r i ng w h i c h t h e n a t i o n grew f r o m t h e c o l o n i a l p e r i o d t o i t s p r e s e n t power and
g r e a t n e s s and t h e m o s t w o n d e r f u l achievements w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e t h i s as a f a s t
age w e r e developed. H e has been a c l o s e and a n i n t e l l i g e n t observer, i s a ready
c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t . A c h a t w i t h h i m i s m o r e r e f e r e s h i n g and i n t e r e s t i n g t h a n a
p e r u s a l o f t h e volumes o f h i s t o r y w h i c h have been made d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f h i s
l o n g and a c t i v e l i f e . Though a p l a n t e r a l l h i s l i f e , h e takes a n a c t i v e i n t e r e s t
i n p o l i t i c s , and beg inn ing w i t h a t w o y e a r s ' t e r m a s m a g i s t r a t e h e served h i s c o u n t y
a s t r e a s u r e r s i x y e a r s and h e was t h r e e t e r m s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f h i s d i s t r i c t i n
t h e Alabama l e g i s l a t u r e .

When a NEWS r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c a l l e d o n M r . C a r t e r , h e found h i m s i t t i n g o n t h e p o r c h
in h i s s h i r t s leeves, e n j o y i n g t h e c o o l o f t h e l a t e af ternoon, w h i l e o t h e r s w e r e
c o m f o r t a b l e i n heavy c o a t s . H e extended a c o r d i a l welcome.

When asked t o wha t h e a t t r i b u t e d h i s l o n g l i f e , h i s r u d d y comp lex ion and h i s i m m u n i t y
f r o m t h e feeb leness o f o l d a g e , he r e p l i e d : to h a r d work , r e g u l a r h a b i t s , and an
outdoor l i f e .

"My f r i e n d s t e l l me," he proceeded, ” t h a t I have t a k e n c a r e of m y s e l f , b u t I t e l l
them I have n o t . Tak ing c a r e of people as i t is understood these days k i l l s more
o f them than any th ing e l s e . I have used tobacco s e v e n t y y e a r s , and y e t I reckon I
d i d wrong i n l e a r n i n g t o u s e i t . M y f a t h e r d i e d when I was e igh teen months o l d .
M y Mother was p o o r , and t h e laws o f V i r g i n i a i n those days excepted n o t h i n g . I
r e c e i v e d a f a i r educat ion. I have been a member of t h e M e t h o d i s t church s e v e n t y ‑
f o u r y e a r s , a Democrat a l l my l i f e , and I t h i n k my chances f o r t h e f u t u r e a r e about
as good as t h e chances of any of t h e r e s t of them. I d o n ‘ t c a r e to l i v e l o n g e r ,
o n l y I w a n t t o v o t e one t i m e m o r e and I w a n t t o s e e C l e v e l a n d e l e c t e d . Thomas
J e f f e r s o n was p r e s i d e n t when I w a s b o r n and I have l i v e d under t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f
e v e r y p r e s i d e n t of t h e s e U n i t e d S t a t e s e x c e p t Washington. I w a s m a r r i e d on t h e
15 th of December, 1827, to M i s s F. T. Veasey of Madison C o u n t y, Alabama, and my
w i f e d i e d i n t h e s p r i n g o f 1886, t h e r e be ing fi f t y ‐ n i n e y e a r s o f m a r r i e d l i f e .
Wehad t h i r t e e n c h i l d r e n , seven o f whom a r e l i v i n g ‐ two i n Texas ‐ and I have
e i g h t y ‐ t h r e e l i n e a l descendants, i n c l u d i n g t w o g r e a t ‐ g r e a t g r a n d c h i l d r e n .

M r . C a r t e r ' s happy j o v i a l n a t u r e c r o p s o u t i n w i t t y e x p r e s s i o n s e v e r y now and t h e n
i n h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n . ” I a m o n e o f t h e fi r s t f a m i l i e s o f V i r g i n i a , ” h e s a i d . "They
a l l l e f t t h e s t a t e and i t seems t h e y have a s o r r y l o t t h e r e n o w. They tu rned r e p u b ‑
l i c a n and w e n t o f f a f t e r Mahone, b u t I b e l i e v e y e t t h e r e is no s t a t e l i k e o l d
V i r g i n i a . I w a s t h i r t y y e a r s ago a t t h e o l d Home where I was b o r n . I c a s t m y
fi r s t v o t e f o r Andrew Jackson in 1824. I wasn ' t a Democrat then, I was j u s t
s i m p l y a Jackson man. He w o n t h e B a t t l e at New O r l e a n s and he whipped t h e I n d i a n s
and t h e I n d i a n s though t h e w a s t h e g r e a t e s t man l i v i n g . I v o t e d f o r h i m t h r e e
t i m e s and I have v o t e d f o r a Democra t f o r p r e s i d e n t s e v e n t e e n t i m e s and n e v e r
missed g e t t i n g t o t h e b a l l o t ‐ b o x a s i n g l e t i m e . I t h i n k Jackson w a s o n e o f t h e
b e s t p r e s i d e n t s w e e v e r had, b u t h e n e v e r w o u l d have been p r e s i d e n t i f h e h a d n ' t
w o n a t t h e B a t t l e o f New O r l e a n s . War reco rds made s e v e r a l men p r e s i d e n t and t h e y
have a s s i s t e d a g r e a t m a n y men i n t o o f fi c e . Zach Ta y l o r was a good fi g h t e r and
t h a t w a s a l l , and so w e r e Tippecanoe H a r r i s o n and G r a n t .

I t h i n k p e o p l e become v e r y f o o l i s h in campaign t i m e s . I w e n t i n t o t h e D a l l a s c o n ‑
v e n t i o n h e r e and g o t d isgus ted and l e f t , b u t in my young days I ac ted as many o f them
d i d . D u r i n g P o l k ' s campaign, I w e n t w i t h a p a r t y to a r a l l y and we t e n t e d a w h o l e
week. H e w a s c a l l e d ' H i c k o r y, ’ t o o , and when w e w e r e o n o u r way t o t h e r a l l y w e
stopped i n a h i c k o r y t h i c k e t . The re w e r e about 1500 men i n t h e p a r t y and w e a l l
secured h i c k o r i e s and serenaded t h e t o w n w i t h them. I t l o o k s f o o l i s h t o m e n o w.
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D u r i n g Tippecanoe Harr ison 's campaign , he was t h e p o o r man's cand ida te . He was
represen ted as h a v i n g a l o g cab in covered w i t h coon s k i n s and t h e l a t c h s t r i n g was
a l w a y s o n t h e o u t s i d e t o t h e p o o r man. The w h i g s b u i l t l o g cab ins o u t o f pound cakes
and had them a t t h e i r g a t h e r i n g s . O n o n e o f o u r g a t h e r i n g s w e g o t a b i g poke s t a l k
and fastened it in t h e s h a f t of a wagon and t i e d Tippecanoe's coon by t h e neck and
had h i m d a n g l i n g f rom t h e t o p o f t h e poke s t a l k . Now, what argument was t h e r e i n
t h a t ? When H a r r i s o n d ied , John T y l e r made a fi r s t ‐ c l a s s democ ra t i c p r e s i d e n t .
H e vetoed t h e whigs ' n a t i o n a l bank scheme and t h e y accused h im o f b e i n g a t r a i t o r
t o h i s p a r t y . B u t h e was n o t r a i t o r . H e wasn ' t e l e c t e d p r e s i d e n t and h e wasn't
bound to do what t h e y wanted done."

Conve rsa t i on d r i f t i n g on to t h e p r e s e n t p o l i t i c a l e r a , M r . C a r t e r observed:
"Cleveland has many of t h e t r a i t s of Jackson. He is as p u r e as C l a y or Webster,
b u t he has n o t g o t t h e h o l d on t h e people t h a t t h e y had. He knew when he w r o t e
t h a t s i l v e r let ter t h a t he would be persecuted and h i s p o s i t i o n on t h e t a r i f f he
knew would i n j u r e him, b u t h e i s bo ld , f e a r l e s s , and honestand I would a s s o o n
t r u s t h i m as a n y man in t h e government. In t h e e a r l y days of t h i s government , we
had s t a t e s m e n . Judge McCormick s a y s w e h a v e m o r e s ta tesmen t o d a y t h a n w e had then,
b u t I t e l l h i m w e have m o r e p o l i t i c i a n s who w i l l s e l l t h e government o u t f o r t h e i r own
p o l i t i c a l aggrandizement than we had t h e n . I d o n ' t b e l i e v e in my fe l l owman l i k e I
d i d fi f t y y e a r s ago . I have l o s t confidence . I d o n ' t b e l i e v e we a r e capable o f
s e l f ‐ g o v e r n m e n t , and I b e l i e v e t h e government o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w i l l n o t e x i s t
more t h a n t w e n t y ‐ fi v e y e a r s i n i t s p r e s e n t f o r m . I t h i n k t h e r e w i l l b e a r e v o l u t i o n
o f b l o o d o r o p i n i o n and o u r c o n s t i t u t i o n w i l l b e changed. W emay d r i f t i n t o a
monarchy. I have watched t h e course of t h i s government nearly n i n e t y y e a r s , and
we n e v e r had a n y t h i n g l i k e t h e spec tac le t h a t i s presented t o d a y. In t h e p a s t we
had i s m s and i s s u e s . We had to have them. We had t h e know ‐ noth ing i s m and t h e
U n i t e d S t a t e s Bank and i n t e r n a l improvement i ssues , b u t such a b s u r d i t i e s as c o n f r o n t .
t h e people now were n e v e r proposed t h e n . Can y o u c o n c e i v e o f a r e p u b l i c a n f o r m o f
government e x i s t i n g w i t h a l l o f i t s people discontented? They a r e a l l r e s t l e s s and
d i s s a t i s fi e d . There a r e t o o many i s s u e s and w e have n o s t a t e s m e n who can b r i n g about
a reconci l iat ion."

R e f e r r i n g t o t h e progress o f s c i e n c e and i n v e n t i o n s d u r i n g t h e c e n t u r y, M r . C a r t e r
s a i d . About a l l t h a t has been done on t h a t l i n e has been accomplished w i t h i n t h e
l a s t s i x t y y e a r s . The fi r s t r a i l r o a d t h a t I knew any th ing about was b u i l t i n 1832.
It was a l i n e about t h i r t y m i l e s l o n g , r u n n i n g f r o m Muscle Shoa ls to Tuscumbia. It
was b u i l t o f s t r i n g e r s l a i d o n t h e ground and fl a t i r o n p laced o n t o p o f them and
b o l t e d down. There were n o c r o s s ‐ t i e s . I t h i n k t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h a t road p r a c t i ‑
c a l l y b roke e v e r y man who had a n y t h i n g t o d o w i t h i t . I n e v e r rode o n i t . M y fi r s t
t r i p o n a r a i l w a y c a r, I t h i n k was made o v e r t h e Selma, Rome and D a l t o n road, wh ich
was t h e fi r s t t o p e n e t r a t e m i d d l e Alabama. W e made Ve r y s l o w t i m e and wrecks w e r e
v e r y common. Sometimes t h e wheels would p i c k up a r a i l and it would shoo t t h rough
t h e c a r and k i l l a l o t o f peop le . M o s t a l l t r a v e l t h e n was by s t a g e . Some merchants
w e n t through to New Yo r k on horseback to b u y goods. I t t o o k t h r e e months to make t h e
t r i p . They had t o c a r r y t h e i r money w i t h them. B e f o r e l e a v i n g home t h e y would t r y
and a r r a n g e t o g e t U n i t e d S t a t e s money, o r e l s e when t h e y t r a d e d i n New Yo r k t h e i r
s t a t e money would be shaved. We had s t a t e banks in those days, and under t h e l a w, any
man who c o u l d r e c e i v e accep tab le i n d o r s e r s and c o u l d p r o c u r e t h e recommendation of
h i s representat ive in t h e l e g i s l a t u r e to h i s a p p l i c a t i o n cou ld borrow a n y sum f r o m
t h e s t a t e banks n o t exceeding $2000. I t wasn' t much t r o u b l e to g e t indorsers , and
i f t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e was a candidate f o r r e ‐ e l e c t i o n , o r f o r any o t h e r o f fi c e , i t
was no t r o u b l e to g e t h i s recommendation. Some men who made acceptab le i n d o r s e r s
s o l d t h e u s e o f t h e i r names. T h i s bank ing sys tem wen t o u t o f date, I t h i n k , i n 1837
and it n e a r l y bankrupted t h e s t a t e . We a r e p a y i n g i n t e r e s t on money i s s u e d t h e n to
t h i s v e r y d a y. W h i l e i t was i n vogue I n e v e r saw money s o p l e n t i f u l , b u t t h e c r i s i s
came and I n e v e r saw money s c a r c e r in my l i f e . Va lues deprec ia ted about h a l f and
y o u cou ldn ' t s e l l p r o p e r t y f o r h a r d l y a n y t h i n g . That 's what i n fl a t i o n s and booms
d o . It is j u s t l i k e a man g e t t i n g drunkand sobe r i ng u p . I n e v e r knew peop le to g e t
i n debt d u r i n g hard t i m e s . They a lways g e t i n debt when t i m e s a r e fl u s h . That i s
when t h e y buy e v e r y t h i n g t h e y w a n t and i f t h e y haven't g o t t h e money t h e y g o i n
d e b t f o r i t .

”There were no newspapers to speak of in my e a r l y days . We g o t o u r news by s t a g e
and it t r a v e l e d v e r y s l o w. The fi r s t newspaper in Alabama t h a t I knew anyth ing about
was t h e H u n t s v i l l e Democra t . I t was es tab l i shed by W i l l i a m B. Long , a Kentuckian, and
one_of t h e b r i g h t e s t young men I e v e r knew. I saw a copy o f o n e o f t h e fi r s t i s s u e s
fi f t e e n o r t w e n t y y e a r s ago and I w i s h y o u c o u l d have seen i t . I t r i e d t o buy i t b u t
t h e p a r t y who had i t wouldn' t g i v e i t u p . I t was p r i n t e d on t w o shee ts about t h e s i z e
of f o o l s cap and i t was f u l l o f adver t isements of r u n a w a y neg roes . Long was fi n a l l y
e l e c t e d t o t h e l e g i s l a t u r e , b u t h e d i e d b e f o r e h e began h i s t e r m o f s e r v i c e . H i s
p a r t n e r con t inued t h e paper and i t i s r u n n i n g y e t .



M r . C h a r l e s C a r t e r o f Alabama T e l l s o f t h e P a s t (From THE DALLAS NEWS, 1893) C o n t i n u e d

” I c o u l d t e l l y o u enough to fi l l a volume, young man," he con t inued . ”The fi r s t g i n
I e v e r saw was in V i r g i n i a . I t had about t e n saws I t h i n k . I remember my grandmother
had a bag of c o t t o n t h a t she wanted to have g inned , and we boys had a b i g squabble o v e r
who whould e n j o y t h e n o v e l t y of g o i n g to t h e g i n . I g o t to g o , I remember, and I had
to w a i t a l o n g t i m e b e f o r e I cou ld g e t my c o t t o n . When I w e n t to Alabama, w h i c h was
t h e n known a s M i s s i s s i p p i t e r r i t o r y , i n 1813, c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e c o t t o n was r a i s e d .
In t h o s e days we couldn ' t g i n o v e r a b a l e a d a y. Weg o t i t to marke t by h a u l i n g i t
t e n m i l e s to Whitesburg and l o a d i n g it on t h e Tennessee R i v e r on fl a t b o a t s and sending
i t around b y Memphis t o New O r l e a n s . John Te r r y who i s n o w l i v i n g back t h e r e was a
s t e e r s m a n and h e made money b o a t i n g co t ton . "

" I remember when t h e te l eg raph fi r s t came abou t . We d i d n ' t believe in i t . Peop le
were m i g h t i l y d i v i d e d o n t h e q u e s t i o n o f i t s s u c c e s s and w e used t o have some warm
d i scuss ions o v e r i t . I don ' t l i k e t o prophesy about e l e c t r i c i t y . I don ' t know what
t h e y may do w i t h i t , b u t I ama s o r t o f s k e p t i c y e t on some inven t ions . "

Then M r . C a r t e r t o l d o f h i s dea l i ngs w i t h t h e I n d i a n s and h i s obse rva t i ons fo t h e i r
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . " I bought m y l a n d i n 1835 f rom Tal lasehadge and A r c h i e L e s l i e , o n e ‑
h a l f s e c t i o n s f r o m each. They w e r e Creek I n d i a n s and Tallasehadge was t h e l a s t I n d i a n
t o s e l l i n a l l t h a t c o u n t r y . When I fi r s t w e n t t o h im w i t h a n i n t e r p r e t o r t o n e g o t i a t e
abou t buy ing t h e land , h i s w i f e overheard t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n and she came t e a r i n g o u t and
I n e v e r heard a woman g o o n a t such a r a t e . M y i n t e r p r e t e r t o l d m e i t was n o use, t h e
o l d woman had s p o i l e d t h e bus iness . B u t a f t e r w a r d I l e a r n e d I made a good i m p r e s s i o n
on Tal lasehadge and he s t u c k to me to t h e l a s t . H i s w i f e t o l d me t h a t s h e would be o v e r
t h e n e x t day to s e e my w i f e . I t o l d h e r t h a t she could come, b u t I knew she wouldn' t
l i k e m y w i f e , because she was s o u g l y . The n e x t d a y, s u r e enough, h e r e came Ta l l a s e ‑
hadge and h i s w i f e . As s o o n as she saw my w i f e she commenced l a u g h i n g . "Why," s a y s
she, "She's a good ‐ l ook ing woman and t h e o n l y t h i n g about h e r t h a t makes me wonder is
t h a t she t o o k y o u f o r a husband." I t o l d h e r t h a t t h e r e w a s n o t h i n g u g l y about me b u t
m y e a r s . "Yes," she sa id , "And I w a n t them f o r s a d d l e ‐s k i r t s . " She was a s sharp a s a
b r i a r , and I t e l l y o u , w h i l e I n d i a n s a r e n o t educated, t h e y a r e n a t u r a l l y s m a r t .
Tallasehadge wouldn't s e l l to me f o r a l o n g t i m e . He al lowed me to l i v e on h i s land,
and h e t o l d m e t h a t h e would some day s e l l t o me. H e was a n I n d i a n o f s t r i c t
i n t e g r i t y . Others t r i e d t o buy t h e land, b u t h e wouldn't s e l l t o them. H e kept h i s
promise to l e t me have t h e land, and I am l i v i n g on i t to t h i s day. "

M r . C a r t e r i s f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n Texas . H i s son, C . F . C a r t e r
o f Da l l as , i s s u p p o r t i n g George C l a r k f o r governor w h i l e h i s o t h e r son, l i v i n g a t
Bel ton, i s a Hogg s u p p o r t e r, and, there fore , t h e o l d gentleman remains n e u t r a l o n t h e
s u b j e c t o f Texas p o l i t i c s . ” I l i k e Texas and he r people," h e sa id , "and i f I was a
young man a g a i n I e x p e c t I would l i v e he re , b u t t h e r e a r e some t h i n g s h e r e t h a t I
d o n ' t l i k e . M y s o n t e l l s m e t h a t y o u have c o u r t s r u n n i n g a l l t h e t i m e and y o u have
t h e w o r s t w a t e r i n Texas I e v e r s a w. The grand j u r i e s , I a m t o l d , h o l d s i x weeks'
s e s s i o n s . I t i s bad enough where I l i v e , b u t i t m u s t b e w o r s e h e r e . A week's s e s s i o n
of t h e grand j u r y is l o n g enough f o r us ; b u t t h e n it used to be s a i d t h a t a l l o u r
bad peop le l e f t us and came to Texas," and he laughed."

NECROLOGY (1975 ‐ 1985)

M i s s A. K a t h r y n Armstrong M r . Char les Maples Heath
M r s . W i l l i e H. Armstrong M r s . W i n i f r e d Heath
M r . J u l i u s Beard . M r s . S a l l y Sumner H o l l i s
M r s . I d i t a Blanks M r s . Wa l t e r Johnson
M r . F r a n k Boyd M r . Hugh Keeb le
M r s . K a t e Brad fo rd M r . Hous ton Maples
M i s s D a i s y C a l d w e l l M r . F. Bowers Parke r
M r s . Mar tha C a l d w e l l M r . John T. Re id
M r s . M a r y C a r t e r C h r i s t i a n M r . Sanders R u s s e l l
M r . Char les D a v i s _ M r . Harrison S m i t h
M r s . B e l l e D i c u s M r . C h a r l i e S t u b b l e fi e l d
M r s . E m i l y Payne E y s t e r Judge John B . T a l l y
M r ; John W i l l Gay, J r . M r s . B e n t l e y Thomas
M r . John Henninger Graham, S r . M r s . Emma Timberlake
M r s . M a x i e Gross M i s s B e r n i c e Wa l l ace

M r . Emmett Wheeler

"A man/woman r e a l l y n e v e r d i e s w h i l e t h e r e a r e those on e a r t h who l o v e them.
A man is n e v e r gone as l o n g as t h e r e a r e t h o s e who remember h im w i t h fondness
and a s l o n g a s h i s memory evokes a w i s t f u l s i g h . A l l who have l o v e d and been
l o v e d i n r e t u r n have earned a p i e c e o f i m m o r t a l i t y. "

( a u t h o r unknown)
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.A TIMELY WARNING

E d i t o r , P r o g r e s s i v e Age:

” I d e s i r e t o p r e s e n t a few facts t o t h e l i b e r a l ‐ h e a r t e d merchants o f Scottsboro, and
t o i n v i t e t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s s e c t i o n o f the moun ta in . Sand Mountain o f today
is n o t h i n g l i k e i t was t e n y e a r s ago , and I t h i n k t h e merchants o f Scot tsboro f a i l
t o r e a l i z e t h e grow ing impor tance o f t h e m o u n t a i n as a commercial f a c t o r in t h e p r o s ‑
p e r i t y o f t h e c o u n t y and t h e upbu i l d i ng o f t h e i r own town . Te n y e a r s ago the re was
n o t a s i n g l e fi r s t ‐ c l a s s school b u i l d i n g , or a s team m i l l o r a g i n , in my neighborhood.
Today t h e r e a r e f o u r o r fi v e s t e a m m i l l s and g i n s w i t h i n t e n m i l e s o f m y house, and
t h r e e o r f o u r b e a u t i f u l t w o ‐ s t o r y schoo l houses, i n w h i c h are employed two and t h r e e
teachers dur ing t h e schoo l t e r m . L a s t y e a r the re was r a i s e d a long t h e r i v e r f r o n t
and t h i s brow of t h e mountain, p r o b a b l y two hundred and fi f t y bales of c o t t o n . N o t
a b a l e o f i t , w i t h b u t rare e x c e p t i o n , w e n t t o S c o t t s b o r o . E v e r y b a l e w a s h a u l e d u p
t h e m o u n t a i n and t w e n t y ‐ fi v e o r t h i r t y m i l e s a c r o s s i t t o Va l l e y Head, F o r t Payne,
C o l l i n s v i l l e , and some e v e n t o B o a z . E v e r y b a l e o f t h i s c o t t o n w a s r a i s e d i n t e n
m i l e s of Scot tsboro, and by r i g h t should have been marketed there. T h i s y e a r t h e
a r e a p l a n t e d is l a r g e r , t h e o u t l o o k b e t t e r, and t h e r e w i l l p r o b a b l y be_raised at
l e a s t an hundred b a l e s m o r e t h a n l a s t , and unless some inducement is o f f e r e d by
Scottsboro, e v e r y b a l e w i l l f o l l o w t h e t r e n d of l a s t y e a r . E v e r y y e a r m o r e ground
i s p l a n t e d i n c o t t o n , and t h e p r o b a b i l i t i e s a r e , t h a t n e x t y e a r t h e r e w i l l b e f o u r
or fi v e hundred b a l e s of c o t t o n r a i s e d on t h i s s i d e of t h e r i v e r , a l l of i t in t e n .
or t w e l v e m i l e s of Scottsboro, e v e r y b a l e of w h i c h w i l l make i t s way to t h e A . G . S . R . R .
As w i t h c o t t o n , so i t i s w i t h c o r n . A number o f my ne ighbo rs have o l d c o r n to l a s t them
and some t o s e l l . ' '
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One o f m y ne ighbo rs has t h i s y e a r p l a n t e d t w e n t y - fi v e a c r e s t o c o t t o n and t h i r t y ‐ fi v e
t o c o r n , a n a c r e i n p e a ‐ v i n e h a y, a h a l f a c r e each i n sorghum, p o t a t o e s , and t u r n i p s ;
has h a r v e s t e d t e n a c r e s o f o a t s , and has a fi r s t ‐ c l a s s garden. The l o w e s t e s t i m a t e o f
h i s c rop i s t w e l v e o r f o u r t e e n b a l e s o f c o t t o n and e i g h t hundred bushels o f c o r n .
He a l s o has p l e n t y o f o l d c o r n to r u n him u n t i l ga the r ing ‐ t ime . A l l o f the work
done i n making t h i s c rop was b y h i s own f a m i l y , and h e i s n o t o u t a c e n t f o r h i r e d
l a b o r . A s w i t h him, s o w i t h p l e n t y o f o t h e r s . H e l i v e s w i t h i n t e n o r twe lve m i l e s
o f Scottsboro, and a l l o f h i s s u r p l u s w i l l g o t o C o l l i n s v i l l e o r V a l l e y Head, and
h i s s u p p l i e s i n t h e way o f g r o c e r i e s , shoes, c l o t h i n g , guano f o r another c r o p , e t c .
w i l l be bought t h e r e . Some of my neighbors sowed a l i t t l e wheat last f a l l , and t h e
r e s u l t o f t h e expe r imen t i s t hey have enough wheat to f u r n i s h them w i t h fl o u r f o r t h e
ensuing y e a r . T h i s exper iment w i l l be fo l l owed by a l a r g e number t h i s f a l l . A l l o f
t h i s wheat has gone o r w i l l g o , t o W i l l ' s Va l l e y , t o b e ground.

The s t r i n g e n c y o f t h e t i m e s has been S o g r e a t f o r t h e p a s t f ew y e a r s t h a t o u r p e o p l e
a r e f o r c e d t o r e t u r n t o fi r s t p r i n c i p l e s . The o l d fash ioned s p i n n i n g whee l and loom
have been brought f rom t h e i r dark c o r n e r s and p u t i n t o use, and t h e m u s i c a l hum of
t h e one, and t h e c l i c k o f t h e o the r, a s t h e s h u t t l e fl i e s back and f o r t h b y t h e d e f t
hands o f o u r g i r l s , i s heard i n n e a r l y e v e r y house. The women card and s p i n t h e i r own
thread, k n i t t h e i r own hose, m i t s , gossamers, comforters, and a l l s o r t s of f a n c y
a r t i c l e s ; weave t h e i r own d r i l l i n g , l i n s e y , j e a n s , sheet ing , blankets, and bedspreads.

'Some o f these l a t t e r a r e p e r f e c t gems o f a r t i s t i c s k i l l and p r e t t y enough t o make t h e
h e a r t of any housekeeper warm w i t h p r i d e . One of my ne ighbors t o l d me she had woven
du r i ng t h e p a s t y e a r o v e r two hundred yards of j e a n s . T h i s j e a n s , mind y o u , is a l l
w o o l and a y a r d wide. There is n o t a g i r l in my neighborhood f o u r t e e n y e a r s o l d ,
b u t what can p r e p a r e a tempt ing and a p p e t i z i n g meal o n s h o r t n o t i c e ; can k n i t , card ,
s p i n , and weave, c a n l o o k a f t e r t h e baby i n t e l l i g e n t l y when t h e o l d f o l k s a r e o u t ,
l a u n d e r a s h i r t so as to make a Chinaman ashamed of h imse l f , and in a p r e s s p i c k
f r o m o n e hundred to o n e hundred and fi f t y pounds of c o t t o n a d a y. They a r e f a i r l y
w e l l educated, r e fi n e d and l a d y ‐ l i k e in t h e i r manners, and on Sunday morn ing when t h e y
come o u t to Sunday School and church t h e y l o o k so r o s y and s w e e t in t h e i r f r e s h
m u s l i n s and lawns, r i b b o n s and furbelows, t h a t t h e h e a r t s of a l l o l d bachelors l i k e
J i m Cund i f f , f a i r l y ache w i t h e n v y. They a r e n e a r l y a l l n a t u r a l and c u l t i v a t e d
s i n g e r s , and when some good o l d b ro the r, i n t h e amen c o r n e r r a i s e s t h e t u n e o f
'Rock of Ages, C l e f t f o r Me,’ and t h e y a l l j o i n in w i t h t h e i r f r e s h , j o y f u l vo ices,
t h e melody is such t h a t t h e s o u l of a man is l i f t e d as n e a r Heaven as it ever g e t s
i n t h i s m o r t a l w o r l d .

(Con t inued on Page 8)

MADISON COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE WILLIAM W. PAGE w i l l Share h i s c o p i e s of
S o u t h e r n Cla ims Commission's r e c o r d s on W.R.W. Cobb, P r e s l e y R. Woodall, S i l a s
P. Woodall, and Moses Map les . If a n y o n e needs c o p i e s , he can supp ly at fi v e
c e n t s p e r page which i s a savings o f t h i r t y c e n t s p e r page. The N a t i o n a l
A r c h i v e s i n Washington, D . C . c h a r g e s ' t h i r t y - fi v e c e n t s p e r page. Judge Page
c a n a l s o s a v e t i m e and e l i m i n a t e t h e "red tape" i n v o l v e d i n s e c u r i n g same f r o m
t h e N a t i o n a l Arch ives . You may w r i t e to Judge Page, Madison Coun ty C o u r t
House, H u n t s v i l l e , A l . 35801, f o r t h e Cobb, Woodall, and Maples r e c o r d s .
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O u r men have a l s o been f o r c e d to economize and d i v e r s i f y t h e i r f a r m i n g , and t h e y
n o w r a i s e n e a r l y e v e r y t h i n g at home, and a r e as n e a r l y independent as i t is p o s s i b l e
f o r a n y peop le t o b e . From a q u a r t e r o f a n a c r e t h e y r a i s e enough fi r s t ‐ c l a s s
tobacco to supp ly them f o r t w o y e a r s . They make t h e i r own molasses, v i n e g a r , c i d e r ,
wine, and a n o c c a s i o n a l r u n o f good l i q u o r . They r a i s e a n abundance o f a l l t h e p r i n ‑
c i p a l garden vege tab les , and n e a r l y e v e r y y e a r i n c r e a s e t h e i r acreage o f t i l l a g e .
T h i s y e a r Providence has smi l ed upon t h e m o u n t a i n and there w i l l be a l a r g e s u r p l u s
o f c o t t o n , c o r n , p e a s , o a t s , p o t a t o e s , e t c . The c r o p i s l a r g e r and m o r e p r o m i s i n g t h a n
I e v e r saw o n t h e m o u n t a i n . T h i s s u r p l u s i s g o i n g t o fi n d a market, and where s h a l l
i t be? The roads t o F o r t P a y n e , C o l l i n s v i l l e and V a l l e y Head, a r e good n e a r l y a l l
t h e y e a r , and t h e merchants t h e r e have l a r g e and commodious sheds where t h e m o u n t a i n man
c a n house and f e e d h i s s tock , and be at no expense, f o r he t a k e s h i s feed , bedding and
grub w i t h h im, and i s o u t n o t h i n g b u t h i s t i m e . I f S c o t t s b o r o w a n t s t h e t r a d e she
WILL HAVE TO GIVE US A MACADAMIZED ROAD TO THE RIVER AND A FREE FERRY at some p o i n t ,
s a y at H i t c h ' s f e r r y or McGwinn's g a p , in o r d e r to s e c u r e i t . I do n o t c a r e how good
t h e r o a d s may be worked and how p r e t t y and smooth t h e y a r e , i f t h e y a r e of d i r t o n l y ,
t h e w i n t e r ' s r a i n s and f r e e z e s d i s i n t e g r a t e them, and t h e y s o o n become impassable.

The Sand M o u n t a i n man has about so lved t h e problem o f making a s u c c e s s f u l l i v i n g .
The o n e - g a l l u s c u s s o f fi t e e e n y e a r s a g o , w i t h h i s s q u i r r e l r i fl e and possum dog
and c h r o n i c indebtedness has g r a d u a l l y evo lved i n t o t h e ha rd w o r k i n g , economical
t h r i f t y and independent f a r m e r of t o d a y. When he g a t h e r s h i s c r o p , he owns e v e r y
p a r t i c l e o f i t , and n o g r a s p i n g mor tgage due t h i r t y days b e f o r e t h e c r o p m a t u r e s
h a s a n y t e r r o r s f o r h i m . The t e n a n t s y s t e m i s a n unknown q u a n t i f y , : and n o i n f e r n a l
l i e n p e r m i t t i n g t h e l a n d l o r d t o d i c t a t e when and how h e s h a l l g a t h e r h i s c r o p s
b o t h e r s h i m . Tha t nameless and d r e a d f u l shadow t h a t hangs o v e r t h e v a l l e y , causes him
n o u n e a s i n e s s about h i s w i f e and l i t t l e ones, f o r t h e r e a r e o n l y t w o Negroes i n t h e
s e t t l e m e n t and t h e y a r e l o c a t e d a t F e r n C l i f f . The c o a l o i l t r u s t s and t h e c o a l
combines he laughs a t , f o r l i gh twood kno t s a r e p l e n t i f u l and wood i s t o be had f o r
t h e c u t t i n g and h a u l i n g . That d e l u s i v e " i g n i s f a t u i s ” t h a t has been chased o u t o f
t h e c o u n t r y and is now b e i n g hunted f o r by a p a i d commiss ion in t h e c o u r t s o f
Germany,France and England and d e r i s e l y known as 'McKinley p r o s p e r i t y, ‘ c a u s e s h i m
n o l o s s o f s leep f o r h e has evolved a p r o s p e r i t y o f h i s own; t h a t i s b o r n o f
indomi tab le p l u c k and energy, t i r e l e s s indust ry, and s t r i c t economy.

A l l o f my i n t e r e s t s and pre fe rences a r e w i t h Scottsboro, and I r e g r e t to see t h i s
r a p d i d l y i n c r e a s i n g t rade d r i f t i n g away f rom o u r c o u n t y s i t e , b u t i f y o u wan t o u r
s u r p l u s c o t t o n , corn, o a t s , p o t a t o e s , f r u i t , bee f , p o r k , and mut ton, t h i s f a l l , y o u
w i l l have to o f f e r equa l , if n o t s u p e r i o r inducements to t h e towns on t h e A.G.S.R.R.

Sam We l l e r
Du t ton , August 24, 1897 "

EDITOR'S NOTE by Ann B. Chambless: Mos t l i k e l y , t h i s a r t i c l e w a s w r i t t e n by_the
editor o f t h e P r o g r e s s i v e Age r a t h e r than t o h i m a s p r i n t e d . The name, Sam Wel le r,
appea rs t o b e a j o u r n a l i s t i c p u n based o n t h e e d i t o r ' s View o f economic w e l f a r e
o f t h e ave rage Sand Moun ta in fa rmer in 1897. A lso , t h i s a r t i c l e was w r i t t e n w i t h
t h e fl a i r o f a w e l l ‐ s e a s o n e d j o u r n a l i s t , and i t appears o n t h e second page o f t h e
p a p e r i n t h e column o r d i n a r i l y devoted t o e d i t o r i a l s . The a u t h o r g i v e s a s p l e n d i d
comprehensive o v e r v i e w of t h e l i f e and t i m e s of t h e Sand M o u n t a i n f a r m e r in 1897.
He a p p a r e n t l y is t r y i n g to make t h e S c o t t s b o r o businessmen r e a l i z e t h e n e c e s s i t y
o f improv ing t h e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n r o u t e s l a t e r c a l l e d f a r m ‐ t o ‐ m a r k e t h ighways.

PAINT ROCK VALLEY PIONEERS, VOLUME I , Now Be ing Comp i l e i f o r P u b l i c a t i o n i n l a t e 1985

There i s n o t a co rne r, a t t i c , c e m e t e r y, o r c o v e i n P a i n t Rock Va l l e y w i t h o u t h i s t o r y .
The v o i c e s o f o t h e r gene ra t i ons seem to echo in t h e maze o f c o u n t r y l a n e s and f a m i l y
c e m e t e r i e s . A t l e a s t , two J . C . H . A . members have responded ‐ Addie K . ( S t o v a l l ) Shavers
and E v e l y n ( S m i t h ) R o c h e l l e . W i t h t h e h e l p o f K i t t y ( Va n d i v e r ) Henshaw, M r s . Shavers
and M r s . Roche l le have inven to r ied a l l known c e m e t e r i e s in P a i n t Rock V a l l e y and t h e
t o w n o f P a i n t Rock. To da te , t h e y have gathered information o n a p p r o x i m a t e l y 105
c e m e t e r i e s . I n c l u d e d i n t h e i r p u b l i c a t i o n scheduled f o r e a r l y w i n t e r o f 1985 w i l l
be b r i e f f a m i l y sketches, i n c l u d i n g some c e n 5 u s and mar r i age records, of m o s t of t h e
o l d e r c i t i z e n s b o r n p r i o r t o 1860. F o r p r e ‐ p u b l i c a t i o n sales, c o n t a c t M r s . Addie K .
Shavers, 2105 M a y s v i l l e Road, H u n t s v i l l e , A l 35811, o r M r s . E v e l y n Rochel le, 1620
C l i n t o n Avenue, Eas t , Huntsville, Al 35801. A_second volume c o v e r i n g school , church,
B i b l e , Masonic l odge , and C i v i l War records is on t h e drawing board and w i l l be pub ‑
l i s h e d i n 1986 b y t h e same a u t h o r s . ‘

INDEX O F 1860 CENSUS O F JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA Now i n S c o t t s b o r o P u b l i c L i b r a r y

M r . Don C. Keetbn of 464 Robertsville Road, Oak Ridge , Tennessee 37830, prepared and
p r i n t e d an index of heads of households inc luded in t h e 1860 c e n s u s of Jackson C o u n t y,
Alabama, and donated a copy to t h e Scot tsboro P u b l i c L i b r a r y . M r . Keeton gave h i s
w r i t t e n permiss ion t o reproduce o r o the rw i se u s e t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n . H e a l s o donated a
copy to Alabama D e p t . of Archives.and gistory and t h e H u n t s v i l l e P u b l i c L i b r a r y .
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JAMES SMITH ‐ Early L e g i s l a t o r and S a u t a P o s t m a s t e r
by J. C. Clemons and Ann B. Chambless

James Smith, g r e a t ‐ g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r o f J . C . Clemons, was b o r n o n May 4 , 1785, i n
what w a s t h e n B o t e t o u r t C o u n t y, Virginial. ( T h i s a r e a was l a t e r formed i n t o Al legheny
C o u n t y and S m i t h s l i v e d i n v i c i n i t y o f C o v i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a . ) James was t h e s o n o f
W i l l i a m Smith, a n I n d i a n Spy d u r i n g t h e R e v o l u t i o n a r y War and a l a r g e landowner n e a r
C o v i n g t o n . W i l l i a m S m i t h w a s g r a n t e d a p e n s i o n based o n h i s m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e d u r i n g
t h e Amer ican Revo lu t ion .

James S m i t h was a n e a r l y s e t t l e r a t S a u t a i n Jackson C o u n t y, and i t appea rs t h a t h e
l o c a t e d i n t h i s a r e a p r i o r t o t h e f o r m a t i o n o f Jackson Coun ty and t h e sta tehood p f
Alabama, in December of 1819. He m a r r i e d L o u v y P r o v i n c e who was born in Tennessee.
Who h e r p a r e n t s w e r e or when James and L o u v y m a r r i e d h a s n o t been determined. O l d e r
f a m i l y members now deceased s t a t e d L o u v y w a s a t l e a s t o n e ‐ q u a r t e r Cherokee.

James S m i t h w a s a L t ; t € é i . i n t h e Alabama M i l i t i a , t h e fi r s t p o s t m a s t e r o f Sauta
(1835‐1846), and served t w o t e r m s in t h e Alabama L e g i s l a t u r e du r i ng t h e y e a r s of
1828 ‐1 8 3 0 A l l i n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t James S m i t h was w e l l educated f o r h i s day
and came t o t h i s a r e a w i t h s u f fi c i e n t funds t o buy cho ice r e a l e s t a t e .
James S m i t h b u i l t a t w o ‐s t o r y , l o g , p l a n t a t i o n house a t Sauta where h r r a i s e d a
f a m i l y o f e i g h t c h i l d r e n . 2 A f t e r h i s dea th i n 1846, h i s h e i r s s o l d t h e nor thwes t
q u a r t e r o f S e c t i o n 5 , Township 5 , Range 5 E a s t , t h e w e s t h a l f o f t h e nor thwes t
q u a r t e r o f S e c t i o n 9 , Township 5 , Range 5 Eas t , and t h e e a s t h a l f o f t h e no r thwes t
q u a r t e r of S e c t i o n 9, Township 5, Range 5 E a s t to D r . G. W. S t o r y . S t o r y r e s o l d
t h e l a n d to a M r . Loyd , and a l a w s u i t ensued. Jackson C o u n t y Chancery Record I ~ K ,
pages 130-131, g i v e a b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e S m i t h l o g house and name t h e e i g h t
S m i t h c h i l d r e n a s :

1. Serena Smith, b o r n c i r c a 1814, m a r r i e d W. F. McDonough and moved to L o u i s i a n a
M a r y Smith, b o r n 1816 ( i n Alabama according to 1850 census) md. M. M. Davidson
E l i Smith, b o r n S e p t . 22, 1820 i n Jackson C o . , A l . , m a r r i e d Mar tha E l i z a b e t h
McCutchen and ( 2 ) Eva J a n e K i r b y Skel ton.on November 30, 1865
Narc issa, b o r n 1824

. B e r r y Smith, b o r n c i r c a 1825, m a r r i e d M a r y, daughter of W i l l i a m S k e l t o n
Brad fo rd Smith, b o r n c i r c a 1828‐1830, m a r r i e d Nancy (poss ib ly Vann)

. Bowen Smith, bo rn c i r c a 1831
E l i z a Smith, b o r n , m a r r i e d Vann. E l i z a Vann d i e d i n Dec. , 1857

A f t e r t h e death o f James Smith 's f a t h e r i n V i r g i n i a i n 1836, James executed a power
o f a t t o r n e y a t t h e B e l l e f o n t e Cour thouse g i v i n g h i s bro ther, Samuel Smi th o f
A l legheny C o u n t y, V i r g i n i a , f u l l power to s e t t l e f o r James' share of h i s f a t h e r ' s
e s t a t e . J. C. Clemons found t h e document dated March 13, 1839, executed at
Bel le fonte, in t h e Al legheny C o u n t y courthouse in Cov ing ton , V i r g i n i a .

James S m i t h d i e d o n August 21, 1846, b e f o r e h i s f a t h e r ' s e s t a t e w a s c o m p l e t e l y
s e t t l e d , a s i n June, 1860, James Smi th 's son, B e r r y S m i t h who had moved t o M a r i e s
C o u n t y, M i s s o u r i , executed a deed t o B a l l a r d S m i t h r e l e a s i n g h i s e n t i t l e m e n t t o h i s
( B e r r y ' s ) share of James' share in h i s f a t h e r, Wi l l iam's, e s t a t e in V i r g i n i a .

James S m i t h (and h i s son, E l i ) have marked g r a v e s at Sm i th ' s Chapel Cemetery at A s p e l .
M o s t l i k e l y , L o u v y P r o v e n c e S m i t h i s b u r i e d b e s i d e h e r husband i n a n unmarked g r a v e .

J. C. Clemons descends f r o m James S m i t h th rough James' o l d e s t son , E l i S m i t h . E l i ' s
c h i l d r e n w e r e :

George F. Smith, b o r n 1846, m a r r i e d Temperance Chi ldress, daughter of J . K . C h i l d r e s s
S i l a s Smith, b o r n 1848, n e v e r marr ied, d i e d J u l y 28, 1913
Joseph Smith, b o r n 1851, d i e d d u r i n g the C i v i l War
A r a m i n t a Smith, b o r n Feb. 14, 1852, m a r r i e d John P o o l e Bynum, s o n o f Rober t Bynum
E l i z a b e t h Smith, b o r n 1853, m a r r i e d F l e t c h e r E r w i n and moved t o Arkansas
E l l e n Smith, b o r n 1854, m a r r i e d L u t h e r M. Brandon. She is b u r i e d M t . Z i o n Cem.
John Smith, b o r n 1857, m a r r i e d Va r i n a , and l i v e d a t Wo l f e C i t y , Texas
Ta b i t h a Smith, b o r n Feb. 22, 1859, m a r r i e d Lorenzo Dow Burgess ; B u r i e d Burgess Gem.

9. James Smith, b o r n 1866
10. Lawrence Smith , b o r n 1866, m a r r i e d G e o r g i a P e t t y
11. Sarah Smith, b o r n 1867
12. J e s s i e Lee Smith, b o r n O c t . 20, 1868, m a r r i e d Ada Mar iah Sumner. P a r e n t s o f

M r s . Nan S m i t h Clemons, mother of J. C. Clemons
13. Amanda Smith, b o r n 1869, m a r r i e d J o e W. Ashmore
14. A n n i e V. Smith, b o r n D e c . 10, 1871, m a r r i e d P a t r i c k Brewer

NOTE 1: B i b l e r e c o r d s f r o m N a t i o n a l Archives, Wash ing ton , D . C . (Wm. S m i t h fi l e )

NOTE 2: Jackson C o u n t y Chancery Record I ‐ K , pages 130‐131, Loyd ‐ v s ‐ S t o r y
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THINGS YOU WOULD NEVER KNOW WITHOUT READING OLD NEWSPAPERS
compiled by Ann B. Chambless

SOURCE: JACKSON COUNTY SENTINEL ‐ J u n e 1, 1943
F i r s t Jackson Coup le to be M a r r i e d by a Woman ‐ A fi r s t e v e n t in Jackson Coun ty
h i s t o r y , s o f a r a s w e know, t o o k p l a c e i n t h e c o u r t house a t S c o t t s b o r o l a s t S a t .
a f t e r n o o n (May 29, 1943) when a woman p e r f o r m e d a wedding ceremony. The coup le b e i n g
m a r r i e d w e r e Sam H . M c A l l i s t e r o f Wo o d v i l l e R o u t e and M i s s L a u r a J o y T i d w e l l o f L a r k i n s ‑
v i l l e R o u t e . The l a d y p e r f o r m i n g t h e ceremony w a s M r s . B i l l Jones ( fo rmer ly M i s s
K a t h e r i n e B r y a n t ) c h i e f c l e r k i n t h e o f fi c e o f t h e Judge o f P roba te . The l a w g i v e s
t h e c h i e f c l e r k i n a n y p r o b a t e o f fi c e t h e r i g h t t o p e r f o r m m a r r i a g e s i n t h e absence

' o f t h e j u d g e o f t h e c o u r t . W i t nesses s t a t e d she p e r f o r m e d t h e ceremony e x a c t l y
accord ing t o l a w, b u t she s t a t e s she was s o f r i g h t e n e d she h a r d l y remembers what
happened.

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO CITIZEN ‐ June 6, 1879

K i r b y Creek ‐ The new B a p t i s t Church has been named Mount Z i o n . R e v. G . W . M o r r i s
is to p reach t h e remainder of t h e y e a r . The day of m e e t i n g is to be t h e t h i r d
Sa tu rday and Sunday in each month .

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO INDUSTRIAL HERALD ‐ J a n u a r y 20, 1870
P a i n t Rock S t a t i o n was l i t e r a l l y des t royed w i t h a s t o r m l a s t Monday m o r n i n g .

SOURCE: SCOTTSBORO INDUSTRIAL HERALD ‐ Feb rua ry 10, 1870
Jackson Coun ty L o c a l s ‐ Caleb S t . C l a i r , some m i l e s above Be l le fon te , i s making fl o u r
at h i s m i l l . O u r o l d f r i e n d a l s o reminds us t h a t at a m i l l n o w belonging to M r . Campbell
known a s t h e Barbee M i l l o n a s m a l l m o u n t a i n st ream, t h e y a r e making fi n e fl o u r .

SOURCE: THE PROGRESSIVE AGE ‐ May 21, 1891

There is undoubted ly a p r e s s i n g need f o r a p l a c e of s a f e keeping f o r t h e reco rds at t h e
cour thouse. Sometime r e c e n t l y Deed Book 14 was s t o l e n f r om t h e shelves in t h e p roba te
o f fi c e w h i c h w i l l n o doubt g i v e a g r e a t d e a l o f t r o u b l e . Under t h e p r e s e n t a r r a n g e m e n t
there is n o t h i n g e a s i e r t h a n to e n t e r t h e p l a c e of keeping t h e p u b l i c books and records,
and, unnot iced, g e t away w i t h any book. Then, in c a s e of fi r e , t h e whole volume of r e c o r d s
wou ld b e burned. True , i t wou ld b e r a t h e r e x p e n s i v e t o b u i l d a fi r e p r o o f v a u l t l a r g e
enough to h o l d a l l t h e books and records, b u t t h e c o u n t y c o u l d stand t h a t expense b e t t e r
than have them exposed to t h e dangers o f fi r e and be ing s t o l e n and des t royed .

EDITOR‘S NOTE: Jackson C o u n t y Deed Book 14 was never found or r e t u r n e d to p roba te o f fi c e .

Ann B. Chambless, Editor NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION
JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
R o u t e F o u r ‐ Box 265 ‐ Barbee L a n e U. S. POSTAGE PAID
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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSQIIATION ANNUAL MEETING ‐ Octobe r 28, 1985
6:00 p . m . ‐ H o l i d a y I n n , S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama

The Jackson Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t i on i s t e n y e a r s o l d ! J o i n t h e c e l e b r a ‑
t i o n a s w e r e fl e c t o n t h e p a s t decade a n d l o o k toward t h e f u t u r e w i t h g o a l s
f o r 1986. The mea l w i l l be a seated d i n n e r ( a s opposed to b u f f e t l i n e in
t h e p a s t ) , and t h e e n t i r e c o s t o f t h e m e a l i s $10.00, i n c l u d i n g t h e t i p .
P lease make y o u r r e s e r v a t i o n b y m a i l i n g y o u r check t o M r s . Ne lson Va r n e l l ,
T r e a s u r e r , 1006 Birchwood D r i v e , S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama 35768, b y O c t o b e r 23,
1985. Yo u may a l s o p a y a t t h e d o o r o n Monday n i g h t , O c t o b e r 28.

E l i s e Hopkins Stephens, au thor of HISTORIC HUNTSVILLE, A CITY OF NEW
BEGINNINGS, w i l l be t h e speaker. A recognized scho lar of Alabama h i s t o r y ,
E l i s e has w r i t t e n numerous a r t i c l e s on Alabama h i s t o r y and has taugh t h i s t o r y
o f t h e South and o f Alabama i n Alabama and Texas . She c u r r e n t l y teaches
h i s t o r y a t Alabama A&M i n H u n t s v i l l e .

Ms . Stephens is a P h i B e t a Kappa s c h o l a r, a g radua te of Sophie Newcomb
C o l l e g e , Tulane U n i v e r s i t y, and received h e r M Afrom Ya le U n i v e r s i t y.
She i s a s t imu la t i ng , en te r t a i n i ng speaker, and she w i l l be happy to au to ‑
graph h e r HISTORIC HUNTSVILLE at t h e c l ose of t h e meet ing.

MEMBERS PAID SINCE JULY, 1985 EDITION OF CHKDNICLES:

M r s . James L. Anderson, Sco t tsboro , A l
M r. C lyde B u t l e r , Sco t tsboro , A l
M r . John P a u l Campbel l , Sco t t sboro , A l
M r . and Mrs . John B . C lop ton , J r . , Route One, Du t ton , A l
M r s . Thomas H. ( P a t ) Cobb, Sco t tsboro , A l
M r s . W i l l i a m C . ( J o h n i e ) Coleman, S c o t t s b o r o , A l
M r s . Tcm F o s t e r , Sco t tsboro , A l
D r . John B . G a y l e , T i t u s v i l l e , F l
M r . Tcmmy Guice, F t . Payne, Al
M r . John H. Graham, Stevenson, Al
M r s . Mary Ben Robertson H e fl i n , Memphis, Tn
M r . and M r s . Mar ion L o y d , B r i d g e p o r t , A l
M r s . John C . Jacobs, S c o t t s b o r o , A l
M r s . Jamie Robertson Landrum, Paradise V a l l e y , Az
Judge W i l l i a m Page, H u n t s v i l l e , A l
D r . and M r s . M o r r i s Pepper, Scottsboro, Al
M r s . Doran R u s s e l l , Stevenson, Al
M r s . Sanders Russe l l , Stevenson, Al
M r s . Rober t D . Word, J r . , Sco t tsboro , A l
M r. and M r s . Gene H e n n i n g e r, S t e v e n s o n , A l

J . C . H . A . ANNUAL DUES c o v e r t h e p e r i o d of January 1 th rough December 30 of
each y e a r . Regu la r membership dues a r e $7.50 and a L i f e Membership is $100.00.
Members rece i ve t h e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES q u a r t e r l y in January, A p r i l ,
J u l y , and October. Checks should be ma i l ed to t h e Assoc ia t i on Tr e a s u r e r ,
M r s . Nelsons Va r n e l l , 1006 Birchwood D r i v e , S c o t t s b o r o , A l 35768. Please
p r o v i d e :

NAME

ADDRESS
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THE JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSCEIATION CCIVJES OF AGE

by Ann B. Chambless, E d i t o r
A t t h e December, 1974, o rgan i za t i ona l meet ing , t w e n t y ‐ fi v e p rospec t i ve members
adopted Bylaws which l e d to t h e incorporat ion of t h e Jackson Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l
Associat ion. A r t i c l e I I o f t h e Bylaws s t a t e s : '

The Purpose of t h e organ iza t ion is to RESEARCH, COLLECT, RECORD, DISSEMI‑
NATE, AND PRESERVE t h e h i s t o r y of t h e a rea of Jackson C o u n t y.

The s m a l l s teps taken d u r i n g t h e fi r s t y e a r became t h e bas is f o r f u t u r e g row th
o f t h e i n f a n t o rgan iza t ion . Each successive y e a r presented new cha l lenges
and accomplishments. Many of t h e e a r l y p r o j e c t s were p lanned as mass o r i e n t a ‑
t i o n of Jackson Coun ty c i t i z e n s to acquaint n a t i v e s and newcomers w i t h h i s t o r i c
landmarks and events . Seeds were p l a n t e d f o r deve lop ing museum f a c i l i t i e s
f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n and dissemination of Jackson Coun ty a r t i f a c t s .

Recen t l y a committee met to rev iew t h e accomplishments of t h e p a s t decade
u s i n g t h e verbs in t h e Purpose as a s tandard . The cormi t tee agreed t h a t t h e
q u a l i t i e s o f a ded ica ted researcher a r e r a r e and unique and h a r d to a p p l y as
a group or even a s m a l l committee. S e v e r a l Associat ion members have demon‑
s t r a t e d these r a r e q u a l i t i e s and have accomplished much independent ly in t h e i r
RESEARCH. There fo re , RESEARCH scored h i g h .

To COLLECT d a t a , members must a c t u a l l y acqu i re h i s t o r i c a l documents such a s
o r i g i n a l l a n d g r a n t s , o l d deeds, d i a r i e s , l e t t e r s , newspapers, p i c t u r e s , e t c .
and p l a c e such a r t i f a c t s i n a c e n t r a l r e p o s i t o r y. The score o n COLLECT was
n O t q u i t e as h i g h as it should have been f o r a t e n y e a r p e r i o d . The committee
unanimously recotmends t h a t more emphasis be p l a c e d on c o l l e c t i o n , r e c o r d i n g ,
and p u t t i n g m a t e r i a l in a s t a t e o f preserva t ion . Th i s is a p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r
disseminat ion.

The o r g a n i z a t i o n h a s DISSEMINATED i n s e v e r a l ways ‐ through t h e p u b l i c l i b r a r y ,
t h rough speakers who have t h e h i s t o r i c i n fo rma t i on a t t ongue ‐ t i p , t h rough
correspondence w i t h o u t - o f ‐ c o u n t y genealogists who a r e seeking in fo rmat ion on
t h e i r Jackson County ancestors, th rough inven to ry ing and cata log ing grave marker
i n s c r i p t i o n s , e t c . However, t h e Associat ion needs t o redefine i t s concept
of DISSEMINATE and s e t f u t u r e goals in t h i s area. F o r a s t a r t , more m a t e r i a l
should be recorded f rom i n d i v i d u a l c o l l e c t i o n s , d isseminated, and preserved
on l o c a l l i b r a r y shelves.

Happy Tenth B i r t h d a y, Jackson CountyH i s t o r i c a l Associat ion. You r minutes
a r e fi l l e d w i t h e x c e l l e n t p r o j e c t s and accomplishments. You have emerged f rom
infancy as a knowledgable and preservat ion minded organizat ion. Jackson County
i s a b e t t e r p l a c e to l i v e because o f y o u r standards o f exce l l ence . Now i t
is t ime to l o o k to t h e f u t u r e and t h e t u r n of t h e c e n t u r y. Yo u r membership
must r e s o l v e to commit more energy toward y o u r s t a t e d Purpose . Yo u must band
t o g e t h e r i n m o t i v a t i n g each o t h e r t o t a k e a n a c t i v e r o l e i n making t h e p a s t
work f o r t h e f u t u r e . You must l e a r n f r o m t h e success o f f e l l o w p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t s
in o t h e r a reas . Perhaps an annua l program a u d i t would be h e l p f u l in f u t u r e
y e a r s . Manpower and funds must be committed to assure t h e Purpose is accomplished
in t h e n e x t decade. Congra tu la t ions on many accomplishments o f t h e p a s t
decade, b u t do n o t r e s t t o o l o n g on y o u r l a u r e l s f o r t h e y soon w i l t .

TEN HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FIRST TEN YEARS

1. Provided st imulus and leadersh ip f o r American Revolut ion Bicentenn ia l
celebrat ions throughout Jackson C o u n t y ‑
2. Membership Te a at t h e Wade Maples' home to in t roduce p u b l i c to Assoc ia t ion 's
p rese rva t ion g o a l s .
3 . P u b l i c a t i o n o f 4 2 issues o f JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
4. Preserved and inventor ied cemeteries and recorded i n s c r i b e d g r a v e markers
5 . Supported N a t i o n a l Reg is te r o f H i s t o r i c P laces app l i ca t ions f o r Stevenson
and Sco t t sbo ro H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t s
6. Provided b r a i n t r u s t f o r development and opera t ion of Stevenson Depot
Museum and Scottsboro ‐ Jackson Coun ty H e r i t a g e Cen te r
7. Moved and reassembled h i s t o r i c l o g cabins to Stevenson C i t y P a r k and t h e
grounds of t h e Scottsboro ‐ Jackson Coun ty H e r i t a g e Cen te r
8 . A s i n d i v i d u a l s , members publ ished h i s t o r i c a l books and f a m i l y genealogies
and promoted h i s t o r i c preservat ion of landmarks
9. Sponsored exce l l en t q u a r t e r l y programs which educated, mot ivated, and
i n s p i r e d membership and guests
10. Sponsored l o c a l Cherokee F a l l Fes t i va ls

HAPPY TENTH BIRTHDAY, JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION



JACKSON C ( I J N T Y SKE‘ICHES

David Campbel l , P res iden t , Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion

Thoughts of t h e C i v i l War fl o w e a s i l y a t F o r t Harker in Stevenson. Stand on
t h e e a s t bank of t h e f o r t and l o o k down toward t h e creek and sense f o r a
moment what Union sen t r i es f e l t as t h e y watched f o r Confederate s o l d i e r s .
Or l o o k toward t h e Tennessee mountains where r e f u g e e s f rom t h e war fl e d to
t h e s a f e t y of Union camps in Stevenson. Or t u r n toward t h e depo t and imagine
Genera l U . S . G r a n t t h e r e i n h i s p r i v a t e t r a i n p l o t t i n g s t r a t e g y f o r h i s
Chattanooga invas ion . Or t h i n k about young James G a r fi e l d , who was a l s o at
Stevenson f o r a t ime ; he surv ived t h e war b u t n o t t h e assass in 's b u l l e t t t h a t
k i l l e d h im some twenty years l a t e r as he served as Pres iden t . Or t h i n k o f
t h e 76,000 Union t r o o p s who marched t h r o u g h t h e Stevenson a r e a on t h e i r way
to Chat tanooga and f e e l t h e i r apprehension as t h e y moved toward an u n c e r t a i n
f a t e .

A l l these though ts and more come to l i f e at F o r t Ha rke r, one of Alabama's
b e s t ‐ k e p t h i s t o r i c a l secre ts . Th i s f a l l , e f f o r t s a r e b e i n g made t o p r e s e r v e
t h e f o r t and i t s h i s t o r y. Members of t h e Stevenson Ra i l road Depot Museum
Assoc ia t ion , t h e Tennessee V a l l e y A u t h o r i t y, a rchaeo log is ts f rom t h e U n i v e r s i t y
o f Alabama, and s t u d e n t s f r om Nor theas t Alabama S t a t e J u n i o r C o l l e g e a r e a l l
i n v o l v e d i n t h i s p r o j e c t . The fi r s t s t e p i s t o s u r v e y t h e f o r t s i t e , much
o f wh ich remains s u r p r i s i n g l y i n t a c t . According t o John Graham, d i r e c t o r
o f t h e Stevenson R a i l r o a d Depot Museum, long-range p l a n s a r e t o r e c o n s t r u c t _
t h e f o r t a s a u t h e n t i c a l l y a s poss ib l e . M r . Graham, l i k e o t h e r s associated
w i t h t h e p r o j e c t , be l ieves t h a t t h e f o r t has a g r e a t p o t e n t i a l f o r tour ism
and as an educat iona l f a c i l i t y f o r s tudents of t h e C i v i l War.

F o r t H a r k e r, an e a r t h e n f o r t scme fi f t y y a r d s square, was cons t ruc ted a t
Stevenson in 1862. The f o r t was to secure t h e Union Army's h o l d on Stevenson,
which was considered a s t r a t e g i c loca t ion . The town was a major adjunct f o r
t h e Memphis and Char les ton Rai l road f rom Memphis to Chat tanooga and t h e Nashv i l l e
and Chattanooga Railroad from Nashv i l l e to Chattanooga. The f o r t , surrounded
by a d r y moat, was named a f t e r Co lone l C. G. Harker, who oversaw t h e construct ion.
Wal ls of t h e f o r t were approximately fi f t e e n f e e t h i g h , b u t now t ime and t h e
weather have reduced t h e he igh t t o s i x f e e t . Records i nd i ca te t h a t t h e ground
was so hard at t h e f o r t s i t e t h a t p i c k s had to be used cont inuous ly f o r d i gg ing .
Blacks in t h e Stevenson area were "impressed" to do t h i s work, b u t the re were
so few ava i lab le t h a t f o u r hundred blacks were brought in from other areas
to work t h e cons t ruc t ion s i t e .

Records f u r t h e r i nd i ca te t h a t a s m a l l b a t t l e i n v o l v i n g some 1,000 Confederate
t r oops and an undetermined number of Union t r o o p s t o o k p l a c e at Stevenson.
The Confederates t o o k c o n t r o l of t h e f o r t f o r a s h o r t p e r i o d of t ime , b u t l a t e r
Genera l Rosecransmade Stevenson t h e headquarters of h i s Department of t h e
Cumberland. A long w i t h t h i s dec is ion came 76,000 Union so ld ie rs and w i t h t h i s
t h e Stevenson a rea was fi r m l y secured by t h e Union Army.

Work t o r e s t o r e t h e F o r t Harker s i t e began t h i s f a l l . U n t i l r e c e n t months
F o r t Harker had f a l l e n i n t o n e g l e c t . P a r t s o f t h e f o r t w a l l s had been worn
down b y t r a i l b i k e r i d e r s and one bank had been used a s a t a r g e t p r a c t i c e f o r
l o c a l pol icemen. Through t h e y e a r s a rea res iden t s had ra i sed gardens w i t h i n
t h e f o r t . However, th rough t h e work of M r . Graham and many o t h e r s in t h e Stevenson
area , r e s t o r a t i o n work has begun o n t h e f o r t s i t e , which i s owned b y TVA.
P l a n s a t t h i s t ime remain t e n t a t i v e ; t h e s u r v e y comes fi r s t and f u r t h e r p l a n s
a r e to be made. However, p lanne rs env is ion a p a r k a r e a . The l o c a t i o n is
i d e a l . The f o r t i t s e l f s i t s a t o p a windswept h i l l o n e ‐ h a l f m i l e e a s t of down‑
town Stevenson.

Stevenson o f f e r s p l e n t y of C i v i l War h i s t o r y . In a d d i t i o n to F o r t H a r k e r,
ano ther Un ion f o r t , F o r t M i t c h e l l , w a i t s to be preserved . F o r t M i t c h e l l i s
l o c a t e d one m i l e n o r t h of t h e Stevenson d e p o t . A l s o , t h e house wh ich served
as Genera l Rosencrans headquarters remains in Stevenson, a l t h o u g h i t has d e ‑
t e r i o r a t e d b a d l y th rough t h e y e a r s . The Union Army a l s o es tab l i shed a medica l
f a c i l i t y and a r e f u g e e camp at Stevenson. These, t o o , await t h e a t t e n t i o n
o f h i s t o r i a n s . Much e x i s t s t o b e developed i n Stevenson and t h e people o f
t h e town a r e t o b e commended f o r t a k i n g a majo r s t e p i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . B o t h
t h e town and Jackson County should b e n e fi t g r e a t l y in t h e f u t u r e . The e f f o r t s
o f Stevenson r e s i d e n t s in p reserv ing F o r t Harker i s a p e r f e c t example o f how
t h e p a s t can b e used t o b u i l d a f u t u r e .
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SOURCE: OFFICIAL REEORDS OF THE WAR OF THE REBELLION, SERIES I, Vo l . 16, P a r t 2

Headquar ters Un i t ed S t a t e s F o r c e s
N e a r Stevenson, A l a . , Augus t 2, 1862

C o l . J . B . F r y , C h i e f o f S t a f f :

S i r : I have t h e honor herewi th to submit , f o r t h e in format ion of t h e g e n e r a l
commanding t h e Army of t h e Ohio, a statement of t h e progress of t h e defenses
upon which my command is now engaged.

l s t . A redoubt on an eminence commanding t h e v i l l a g e and s u p p l y depo t and t h e
approaches t h e r e t o . T h i s work is 50 y a r d square , w i t h a command of 14 f e e t ,
hav ing counterscarp g a l l e r i e s f o r defense of d i t ches . I he rew i th enc lose a
p r o fi l e o f t h e f r o n t , wh ich w i l l show t h a t a g r e a t amount o f labor w i l l b e r e q u i r e d
t o complete i t . The s o i l i s v e r y h a r d , r e q u i r i n g t h e c o n t i n u a l u s e o f t h e p i c k .

2nd. A stockade 60 f e e t square n e a r t h e d e p o t . In a d d i t i o n to t h i s , I propose
to barr icade and make fi r e ‐ p r o o f a b r i c k b u i l d i n g c o n t a i n i n g ammunition, besides
p u t t i n g up two s m a l l s tockades at t h e d i a g o n a l corners of t h e commissary depo t ,
which w i l l p e r f e c t l y fl a n k a l l t h e s t o r e s and s u p p l i e s . I would remark t h a t
t h e minor works wou ld have been completed b u t f o r t h e want of t o o l s to work
w i t h , wh i ch were sent f o r at t h e commencement b u t have n o t a l l a r r i v e d y e t .
I need c a r t s and wheelbarrows, which a r e n o t to be had, and am now u s i n g hand ‑
barrows.

I s h a l l p u s h e v e r y t h i n g a s r a p i d l y a s p o s s i b l e , b u t wou ld r e s p e c t f u l l y remind
t h e g e n e r a l commanding t h a t a work of such dimensions as t h e redoubt w i l l r e q u i r e
some days w i t h my p r e s e n t f o r c e . The g e n e r a l cormanding d i r e c t s me to work
n i g h t and d a y. T h i s I a m do ing , b u t would r e s p e c t f u l l y submit t h a t t h e s m a l l
f o r c e now at my command can be worked to b e t t e r advantage d u r i n g t h e d a y. As
it w i l l t a k e s e v e r a l days to accomplish t h i s work , I b e l i e v e if men a r e r e q u i r e d
to w o r k at n i g h t l e s s w i l l be accomplished in t h e end.

I wou ld r e s p e c t f u l l y s t a t e t h a t h a v i n g b u t t h r e e s m a l l reg iments , t w o companies
of wh ich a r e on d u t y as p r o v o s t guards , one company guard ing a b r i d g e , and
one on d u t y guarding cmmissary c a t t l e , i t requ i res four companies f o r p i c k e t 7:
d u t y , besides t h e necessary camp guards. The e f f e c t i v e working f o r c e of my
cotmand is there fo re comparatively smal l . I have impressed a l l t h e negroes
w i t h i n 5 o r 6 m i l e s o u t , b u t g o t o n l y about 40.

I would remark t h a t t h i s is a poo r sect ion of coun t r y, conta in ing b u t few negroes
I c o u l d work 300more to advantage. If t h e g e n e r a l commanding w i l l pe rm i t me,
I can send some mi les west o n t h e r a i l r o a d and g e t a s many negroes a s may b e
requ i red, which w i l l g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e t h e work.

Ve r y r e s p e c t f u l l y , y o u r obedient servant ,

C. G. Ha rke r, C o l o n e l , Commanding

SOURCE: HARPER'S NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE, Volume XXXVI, December 1867 to
May, 1868, "Chattanooga, and How We H e l d I t ' E , pages 140-142

Genera l Rosecrans was v e r y anxious t h a t t h e peop le at home s h o u l d u n d e r ‑
s t a n d t h e n a t u r a l d i f fi c u l t i e s i n h i s way; and , a s I was s tand ing n e a r
h im one evening at t h e ent rance to H I S QUARTER AT STEVENSON, ALABAMA,
he remarked to me t h a t t h e correspondents ( o f whom I was one) c o u l d do
t h e army a serv i ce b y e x p l a i n i n g t h e n a t u r e o f t h e OBSTACLES WHICH LAY
BEFORE I T .

Napoleon's passage of t h e A l p s , he s a i d , was n o t more d i f fi c u l t . Napoleon
had a h i g h e r mountain r a n g e to c r o s s , it is t r u e , b u t he had o n l y one ,
w h i l e w e have t o c r o s s t h r e e d i s t i n c t and separate r a n g e s , t h e l a s t o f
which i s a s d i f fi c u l t o f ascent a s any p a r t o f t h e A l p s . Napoleon had
no r i v e r s to c r o s s ; we have t h e wide and r a p i d Tennessee; he had good
macadamized roads , a lmos t as anc ient as t h e A l p s . Napoleon had a wide,
r i c h v a l l e y r o u t e to Rome. When we s h a l l have passed Lookout Mountain,
o u r r o u t e to Rome w i l l be t h r o u g h as rugged and broken and b a r r e n mountains
as t h e s e we have j u s t passed. '

L i f e in Chattanooga d u r i n g t h e two months of t h e s iege was d r e a r y enough.
There was n o fi g h t i n g t o d o . B ragg p r e f e r r e d t o r e l y f o r t h e fi n a l reduc t ion
o f t h e ga ra r i son upon h i s a l l y , Famine. Bragg h e l d t h e r a i l r o a d l i n e
f rom Br idgepo r t to Chat tanooga, t h e r e b y p r e v e n t i n g i t s u s e by Rosecrans
as a l i n e of supp l ies , compel l ing h im to h a u l h i s p r o v i s i o n s in wagon
t r a i n s f r o m Stevenson across t h e Cumberland Mountains. E v e r y e x e r t i o n
of t h e quartermasters f a i l e d to f u l l y supp l y t h e army by t h i s r o u t e . 4



SOURCE: HARPER'SNEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE, Volume XXXVI, Dec. 1867‐May 1868,
"Chattanooga, and How WeH e l d I t " (Continued)

The animals of t h e army were overworked and i l l ‐ f e d and thousands d i e d
f rom exhaustion. I passed o v e r t h e r o u t e f r c m Chattanoogato Stevenson
d u r i n g t h e se ige , and was n e v e r o u t of s i g h t of t h e dead or d y i n g "heroes"
whose names were never mentioned. The t r a i n s of supp l ies f o r t h e army
were f r e q u e n t l y twenty days o n t h e r o u t e f r o m Stevenson, o n l y 6 0 m i l e s
d i s t a n t . As t h e t r a i n s were n o t nunerous, n a t u r a l l y t h e supp l i es in
t h e town d i d n o t increase. Many o f t h e s e t r a i n s f r e q u e n t l y came i n empty.
They cou ld n o t c a r r y f u l l loads across t h e mountains w i t h skeletons f o r
horses. Each wagon t r a i n had to be guarded and t h e guards had to be
supp l ied f rcm t h e t r a i n whose s a f e t y t h e y secured. A f t e r t h e t h i r d week
o f t h e s e i g e , t h e men were p u t o n q u a r t e r r a t i o n s . The o n l y meat was
s i de bacon about t h e s i z e o f t h e t h r e e l a r g e r fi n g e r s o f a man's hand
sandwiched between f o u r i n c h square cakes of ha rd b read c a l l e d " L i n c o l n
P l a t f o r m . T h i s was washed down w i t h a p i n t o f c o f f e e and served a s
a meal . ‘

Gene ra l Gran t d i r e c t e d Genera l Hooker to proceed f r c m Br idgepo r t and
c a p t u r e t h e r o a d t o K e l l y ' s F e r r y and Genera l W. F. Smi th t o o k t h e r o a d
f r c m Chat tanooga to Brown's F e r r y . Steamboats b u i l t by t h e t r o o p s ( i n
B r i d g e p o r t ) soon landed suppl ies f r c m B r i d g e p o r t . Supp l ies b y t h i s
r o u t e c o u l d b e v e r y e a s i l y c a r r i e d th rough i n a d a y, and t h e army was
v e r y soon on f u l l r a t i o n s aga in . The success of these movements (by
steamboat) v i r t u a l l y ra i sed t h e s iege of Chat tanooga.

SOUFCE: OFFICIAL RECORD OF THE WAR OF THE REBELLION, SERIES I, V o l . 49,
P a r t I I , pages 499‐500:

O f fi c e o f I nspec to r ‐ Gene ra l o f F o r t i fi c a t i o n s , M i l i t a r y D i v i s i o n o f t h e
Miss i ss ipp i , Nashv i l le , Tennessee, A p r i l 28, 1865

Major General George H. Thomas, Cam'dg. M i l . D i v. of t he Miss West of
t he Al legheny Mountains

GENERAL: I have t h e honor to submit t h e f o l l o w i n g inspect ion r e p o r t o f
t h e defenses of Br idgepor t and of t h e r a i l r o a d l i n e thence to Nashv i l l e :

BRIDGEPORI'
The Tennessee River at Br idgeport is d i v ided i n t o two branches by an i s l and ,
and i s spanned b y two r a i l r o a d t r u s s b r i d g e s r e s p e c t i v e l y 1,850 and 650
f e e t l o n g . These impor tant structures r e q u i r e d s p e c i a l p r o t e c t i o n , a s
t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n would have invo lved t h e ser ious d e l a y, a t l e a s t , o f t h e
A t l a n t a campaign. I t was t h e most i i rpo r tan t p o i n t on t h e l i n e o f communi‑
c a t i o n , n o t except ing Chattanooga. F o r t u n a t e l y i t s approaches f rcm t h e
s o u t h bank of t h e Tennessee were v e r y d i f fi c u l t f o r a l a r g e r a i d i n g p a r t y
w i t h fi e l d p ieces , and p robab ly imprac t i cab le f o r heavier guns. These
d i f fi c u l t i e s doubt less saved t h e p l a c e f r o m a t t a c k i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n .
An a t t a c k f r c m t h e nor th ’ c o u l d o n l y be e f f e c t e d by c ross ing t h e Tennessee
a t d i s t a n t p o i n t s , and b y l o n g marches which would have g i ven t i m e t o
t h e var ious detachments in Midd le Tennessee to concent ra te and cover B r i d g e ‑
p o r t , o r a t l e a s t r e l i e v e i t . This v i t a l p o s i t i o n was thus w e l l p r o t e c t e d
by n a t u r a l obstacles. I t s defenses, however, though n o t y e t fin i shed ,
rece ived t h e e a r l y a t t en t i on of t h e eng ineers and of t h e commanding g e n e r a l .
Two l a r g e a r a r t i l l e r y and i n f a n t r y block-houses, in t h e f o r m of a c r o s s ,
were e r e c t e d ‐ one on t h e i s l a n d nea r t h e abutment of t h e s h o r t b r i d g e ;
t h e o t h e r on t h e sou th bank n e a r t h e o t h e r abutment. A b a t t e r y on t h e
h i l l t o t h e e a s t , h a l f a m i l e d i s t a n t , s t r r e n g t h e n e d b y a s m a l l s i n g l e
block ‐ house, was intended to preven t t h e enemy f r c m t a k i n g possession
o f t h i s p o s i t i o n , f r a n which h e migh t have s e r i o u s l y annoyed t h e defenders
o f t h e b r idge below him. When inspec t ing , March 7 , I d i rec ted t h a t t h e
fl a n k s of t h i s b a t t e r y should be pro longed to t h e b l u f f s , so as to make
it an enclosed work. It r e q u i r e d a magazine and embrasures f o r a f u l l
fi e l d b a t t e r y . I f t h e h i l l was to be occupied i t was necessary t h a t i t
should be h e l d by a redoubt and t h a t i t should be prepared f o r guns s u p e r i o r
t o t h e p o s s i b l e a r t i l l e r y o f a n a t t a c k i n g p a r t y . I t i s q u i t e probab le
t h a t t h e two b l o c k houses would have proved s u f fi c i e n t t o p r o t e c t t h e
b r i d g e a g a i n s t a r a i d i n g p a r t y can ing to t h e s o u t h bank of t h e Tennessee;
y e t i t was a proper p recau t ion to h o l d t h e h i l l on wh ich t h e b a t t e r y was
const ructed. On t h e nor thwest bank of t h e Tennessee a r e t h r e e redoubts .
Redoubt 3 o n a l m o l l t o t h e west o f t h e r a i l r o a d i s fin ished and armed
w i t h two 3 ‐ i nch Rodman guns. I t has sand‐bag enclosures, b a d l y cons t ruc ted ,
and is defended by a s n a i l block‐house in t h e f o r g e . It covers t h e n a v a l
shops. F o r t No. 2 stands on t h e nor thwest end . o f t h e h i l l , n e a r t h e n o r t h
abutment of t h e l o n g b r i d g e . Th is is a s t a r f o r t w i t h a stockade gorge.
On t h e sou th end o f t h e same h i l l i s an enclosed po l ygona l redoubt 500
f e e t l o n g . The p a r a p e t , magazine, embrasures, and d i t ches r e q u i r e d much
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LEGAL VOTERS IN .BOYD'S SWITCH (LlMROCK) IN 1881

In 1881, L o c a l Op t ion Elect ions were h e l d in Jackson County, Alabama, main ly
as a r e s u l t of l o c a l temperance movements v e r y much l i k e t h e "demon run"
campaign begun by N e a l Dow, a prominent Maine business man, in t h e e a r l y 18505.
M r . Dow and h i s fo rces were respons ib le f o r persuading t h i r t e e n s t a t e s to
pass laws p r o h i b i t i n g a l c o h o l b y 1857.

B y 1881, " l o c a l o p t i o n " p r e v a i l e d i n Alabama which meant a county o r m u n i c i ‑
p a l i t y c o u l d v o t e i t s e l f d r y even when t h e s t a t e a t l a r g e s tayed w e t . The
Jackson County Probate Minute Books r e c o r d l i censes issued in t h e 1850‐1870
e r a . The f o l l o w i n g p r o v i d e a sample o f r e t a i l e r s who rece ived a l i c e n s e t o
" r e t a i l s p i r i t o u s l i q u o r s " :

February 26, 1856 ‐ B . P e r r y ‐ S c o t t s M i l l ( l a t e r S c o t t s b o r o )
November 4 , 1859 ‐ James P. Hawk - B e l l e f o n t e
November 5, 1859 ‐ L e v i Cash - at h i s residence on Sand Mountain
December 14, 1859 ‐ Samuel Mead - at h i s t ave rn at P a i n t Rock S t a t i o n
December 15, 1859‐ J. M. Reese - on Sand Mountain
December 23, 1859 - W. F. Garner and J. W. Wingo - P a i n t Rock S t a t i o n
December 12, 1859 - A. J. Peacock ‐ at h i s residence in county
May 7, 1866 ‐ Shor t and Simmons - Stevenson
March 28, 1866 -‐ Joyner and Lawson ‐ Stevenson

Ralph Waldo Emerson described t h a t e r a w i t h i t s re formers and r e v i v a l i s t s t h u s l y :

"The anc ient manners were g i v i n g way. There grew a c e r t a i n tenderness
on t h e peop le , n o t be fo re remarked. It seemed a war between i n t e l l e c t and
a f f e c t i o n ; a crack in N a t u r e , which s p l i t e v e r y c h u r c h in Christendom."

Samuel E. Morison sa id , "The key to t h e p e r i o d appeared to be t h a t t h e mind
had beccme aware of i t s e l f . It was t h e age of t h e Waxen's Righ ts movenent
and o f Temperance Unions. Evange l i ca l churches l e n t v igorous suppo r t . A l l
j o i ned fo r ces w i t h t h e P roh ib i t i on movenent i n t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f t h e cen tu r y. "

In December, 1880, F. 0. H u r t and others presented a p e t i t i o n to Probate Judge
John B. Ta l l y , J r . request ing a Loca l Opt ion e l e c t i o n at Boyd's Switch. On
January 7 , 1881, Judge Ta l l y n o t i fi e d Jesse W. I s b e l l , Lewis W. Sloan, and
John Mays t h e y were d u l y appointed as managers " t o h o l d and conduct an e lec t i on
on Saturday, January 22, 1881, a t Boyd's Swi tch , f o r t h e purpose of v o t i n g
on t h e quest ion o f P roh ib i t i on o r No Proh ib i t i on . " The area was bounded as
fo l lows: .

Beginning at a p o i n t one m i l e south f rcm t h e Memphis and Charleston R a i l ‑
road at Boyd's Switch in Jackson County; thence west one m i l e ; thence
i n a n o r t h e r n l y d i r e c t i o n o n a l i n e p a r a l l e l w i t h and one m i l e f r cm t h e
r a i l r o a d o f t h e Belmont C o a l and Ra i l road Co. t o a p o i n t one m i l e beyond
t h e Belmont Coa l mines; thence e a s t two m i l e s ; thence in a sou thern ly
d i r e c t i o n , o n a l i n e from t h e s a i d r a i l r o a d o f t h e s a i d Belmont Coa l and
Rai l road Ccmpany to a p o i n t one m i l e e a s t f r c m t h e beginn ing; thence one
m i l e west to t h e beginn ing.

The L o c a l O p t i o n P e t i t i o n contained t h e names of t h e l e g a l v o t e r s ( a l l male
c i t i z e n s o v e r t h e age of twenty‐one) r e s i d i n g w i t h i n t h e described l i m i t s :

W. S. B r y a n t D ink M i l l e r Andrew McCutchen
Ta y l o r Johnson John R.Davis ( c o l o r e d )
Dan ie l McGinley Wi l l i am Davis
David Stevens James Davis
Erwin MdZormack S. D. A l l e n
Robert G . K i l l g o r e L e v i S I e r r i l l
A. C. Rush J. P. Dodson
J . P. M i l l e r J . H . C o f f e y
C . F. Gormley M a r t i n S t a p l e r ( c o l o r e d )
J . C . T u r b y fi l l Cass. S t a p l e r ( c o l o r e d )
S . H . C o l l i n s Jordon Henry ( c o l o r e d )
L e v i Reaves Ben. Wilson ( c o l o r e d )
Joseph Shields Johnson Woosley
George C u l v e r John B e r r y
J . M . A l l e n Davis B e r r y
E. C. Gordon Tcm B e r r y
George Maples A. J. Parkus
W. H. M inn ix Aaron Woosley
B . B . A l l e n -L. W . S loan
Alexander McCormack Matthew Sims
Monroe Neely ( co lo red ) E . Sims
John M c A l l i s t e r J . W. I s b e l l
G. P. McAfee Leonard Skel ton
C a r l e y Gatmons ( c o l o r e d ) Jares F r a z i e r

EDI'IOR'S NOI'E: L o c a l P e t i t i o n fu_;:nisl’ed f o r use in CHRONICLES by M r . Nelson
Va m e l l . '



REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIER'S GRAVE MARKED IN JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA

by Ann B. Chambless

In 1840, John Rounsava l l , S r . d i e d in Jackson C o u n t y, Alabama. One hundred
f o r t y ‐ fi v e y e a r s l a t e r , s e v e r a l of h i s descendants have p l a c e d an inscr ibed
marker on h i s grave in t h e Freeman Cemetery in t h e western edge o f Sco t t sbo ro ,
Alabama. John Rounsaval l , S r . and h i s w i f e , Sarah, were t h e fi r s t two b u r i e d
in t h i s cemetery which began as t h e Rounsaval l f a m i l y cemetery l o c a t e d on
p r o p e r t y purchased by t h e Rounsaval l f a m i l y in 1836.

In 1776, a t t h e age of 18, John Rounsava l l , S r . e n l i s t e d f o r Revo lu t ionary
War se rv i ce and went on an exped i t ion aga ins t t h e Cherokee Ind ians who had

sided w i t h Grea t B r i t a i n . The s o l d i e r s t r a v e l e d f r o m Rowan C o u n t y, N o r t h
C a r o l i n a , t o A s h v i l l e , N . C . and crossed t h e Pigeon and French Broad R i v e r s .
In t h e Cowee and V a l l e y towns of t h e Cherokee on t h e F l i n t R i v e r in Georg ia ,
t h e y r o u t e d a g r e a t many Ind ians w i t h o u t l o s s o f l i f e . They t o o k 1 4 p r i s o n e r s ,
among whom were two wh i te men, H i c k s and S c o t t , who had I n d i a n wives. I n
1779, John Rounsaval l , S r . e n l i s t e d f o r d u t y in South C a r o l i n a and was d ischarged
in  Char les ton ,  S .  C .

A f t e r America won h e r independence, John Rounsava l l , S r . mar r ied and
r a i s e d a f a m i l y o f f o u r daugh te r s and two sons in Rowan and I r e d e l l Count ies ,
N o r t h Caro l i na . On December 24, 1834, M r . and M r s . John Rounsaval l , S r . and
t h e i r unmarr ied d a u g h t e r, Susannah, moved to Jackson Coun ty, Alabama, and
bought p r o p e r t y n e a r John Rounsaval l , J r . and Sarah Rounsaval l Mordah who
preceded t h e i r f a t h e r to Alabama.

John Rounsaval l , S r . was g r a n t e d a Revolut ionary War pension be fo re he
l e f t N o r t h C a r o l i n a . O n May 12, 1836, h e a p p l i e d f o r a pension increase t h r o u g h
t h e a i d o f a B e l l e f o n t e , Alabama, a t t o r n e y. John Rounsaval l , S r . ' s fo rmer
pas to r and nineteen o f h i s former I r e d e l l County neighbors signed a c e r t i fi c a t i o n
s t a t i n g t h e y were w e l l acquainted w i t h John Rounsaval l , S r . and t h e y "un i fo rmly
supported h i s mora l u p r i g h t charac ter and t e s t i fi e d t h a t he was always esteemed
a n o b l i g i n g , s teady, sober man, and t h a t t h e shadow o f suspic ion d i d n o t r e s t
o n h i s character f o r t r u t h o r v e r a c i t y. "

John Rounsaval l , S r . '5 pension fi l e found in t h e N a t i o n a l Archives in
Washington, D.C. is q u i t e voluminous. The b i r t h and death reco rds f rcm t h e
f a m i l y B i b l e were sent to Washington, D. C. to support John Rounsaval l , S r . '5
pension a p p l i c a t i o n . Frcm t h i s source t h e r e c o r d o f t h e b i r t h o f t h e Rounsa‑
vaLL'L c h i l d r e n f o l l o w s :

Phebe Rounsaval l , b o r n J u l y 7, 1783, mar r ied Andrew Adams ( l i v e d I r e d e l l C o . )
Sarah Rounsaval l , b o r n January 13, l786,marr ied W i l l i a m L e r o y Mordah
Josiah Rounsaval l , b o r n August 10, 1788 (predeceased h i s f a t h e r )
Susannah Rounsaval l , b o r n September 27, 1790 ( d i e d in Jackson C o . , A l . )
E l i z a b e t h Rounsaval l , b o r n 1792 , .
John Rounsaval l , J r . , b o r n 1794 ( d i e d in Jackson C o . , A l . 1860 ‐ 1864)

On Augus t 13, 1840, John Rounsava l l , S r . d i e d in Jackson C o u n t y, Alabama,
and h i s w i f e o f fi f t y - e i g h t y e a r s d i e d f o u r days l a t e r . I n t h e n e a r f u t u r e ,
t h e Tidence Lane Chapter of t h e N a t i o n a l S o c i e t y of t h e Daughters of t h e
American Revolut ion w i l l o f fi c i a l l y dedicate t h e marke r. The DAR ceremony
w i l l honor t h e p a t r i o t i s m of John Rounsava l l , S r . , and descendants f rom
s e v e r a l southern s t a t e s w i l l g a t h e r to commemorate t h e l e g a c y endowed by
t h e i r venerab le p a t r i o t a n c e s t o r, John Rounsava l l , S r .

EDITOR'S NOTE: Grave markers have a l s o been obtained f rom t h e Ve te rans
Admin is t ra t i on f o r Revo lu t i ona ryWar p a t r i o t s , John Jackson (1751 ‐ 1833)
who is b u r i e d in t h e Robertson Cemetery on Highway 79 in t h e Long Ho l l ow
community, and f o r Thamas R u s s e l l (1761 ‐ 1850) who is b u r i e d in Doran's
Cove Cemetery. The Tidence Lane Chapter of t h e DAR w i l l a l s o ded ica te
t h e markers f o r t h e Jackson and R u s s e l l g r a v e s , when descendants g e t t h e
markers in p l a c e .

In prev ious y e a r s , t h e Tidence Lane Chapter marked t h e graves of .Revo lu t ionary
War ve te rans :

John MoCutchen (1755 ‐ 1835) Robertson Cemetery, Highway 79, Long Ho l l ow

W i l l i a m Davis (1753 ‐ 1848) P r o c t o r Fami ly Cemetery, Maynard's Cove

Annanias A l l e n (1756‐1840) A l l i s o n Cemetery, B i g Coon
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SEARCHING FOR JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA ANCESIORS

Your CHRONICLES E d i t o r rece ives many l e t t e r s f r am o u t ‐ o f ‐ s t a t e researchers who
a r e in te res ted in t h e i r Jackson County, Alabama, ancestors. M r s . Nelson Va r n e l l ,
C a r l u s Page, Wende l l Page, Wa l t e r Harmer, Eunice Matthews, and B a r r y P i c k e t t
have a l s o corresponded w i t h many genea log is ts who have Jackson Coun ty r o o t s .
D e l b e r t Hicks and J . C . Clemons have g i v e n generous ly o f t h e i r t ime and t a l e n t s
i n s h a r i n g g e n e a l o g i c a l d a t a w i t h f e l l o w researchers a l l o v e r t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .
Correspondence of t h i s n a t u r e is b o t h t i m e consuming and c o s t l y , b u t add ic ted
genealog is ts j u s t n a t u r a l l y en joy shar ing. However, t h e r e is a p o i n t o f
sa tura t ion . The J.C.H.A. was founded and remains b a s i c a l l y an h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y ;
however, due t o t h e i n t e r e s t vo iced frcm o u t ‐ o f ‐ s t a t e members and prospec t i ve
members, y o u r E d i t o r is i n c l u d i n g a query page in t h i s e d i t i o n of t h e CHRONICLES.
W i l l t h e membership suppor t t h e query page in t h e fu tu re? Yo u r E d i t o r w i l l
b e gu ided b y y o u r i n d i v i d u a l response and wishes, i n a g roup coun t . May w e
hear f r o m you?

LOU PERON, 8914 S. E. Hawthorne, PORTLAND, OR 97216, w r i t e s :
I am research ing t h e f a m i l y o f Jordan Hu lsey ( i n t h e 1830 Jackson Co. census ) .
I w0u ld l i ke to know i f you have a cemetery index and i f any Hu lseys a r e l i s t e d .
I would l i k e to correspond w i t h anyone who is research ing H u l s e y s .

CATHERlNE CLEMONS CAMERON, ROUTE 6, BOX 403, GUNTERSVILLE, AL 35976, w r i t e s :
I am granddaughter of I scm F o r r e s t (Babe) Law, son of Lemuel Law and J u l i a Wood
Law. Who was t h e f a t h e r o f Lemuel Law? J u l i a was daugh te r o f Thamas J . Wood
and h i s w i f e , M a r i a Ruther fo rd . Who was f a t h e r o f Thamas J. Wood (1798 ‐ 1884) ,
a l s o known as U n c l e Tommy Wood, t h e n o r t h e r n Method is t p reacher and e a r l y schoo l
t e a c h e r in Scot tsboro?

KATHY EZELL, 3803 THORNAPPIE STREET, CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815, w r i t e s :
My g r a n d f a t h e r was E r n e s t E rank l i n Jenkins (1899 ‐ 1961), b u r i e d in DeKalb C o u n t y.
H e was t h e son o f C h a r l i e Jenkins who d i e d i n e i t h e r DeKalb o r Jackson Coun ty
between 1905 and 1915, depending on whcm y o u t a l k t o . H i s w i f e was C a l l i e C r a i g
who marr ied t h r e e more t imes and so is n o t b u r i e d by C h a r l i e Jenkins. I am
search ing f o r p a r e n t s of b o t h C h a r l i e and C a l l i e C r a i g Jenk ins. Were t h e y r e l a t e d
to t h e Jenkins who were b u r i e d in t h e F r a z i e r Cemetery on Goose Pond I s l a n d
and l a t e r re in te r red at Cedar H i l l Cemetery in Scottsboro? I would l i k e to
correspond w i t h anyone research ing t h e Jenkins l i n e .

GAIL C . DUNN, ROUTE 2 , HAZEL, K Y42049, w r i t e s :
My s i s t e r , Jean Crabree Moore, r e c e n t l y became a L i f e Member of your Association.
I would l i k e to receive a l i s t of publ ished da ta f o r Jackson County, cour t
records , w i l l s , marr iages, deed records, e t c . A r e these records avai lable on
microfilm? I would l i k e to buy a copy of THE STEVENSON STORY by E l i z a M. Woodall.
My s i s t e r and I a re researching t h e Crabt ree , Cates, Rut ledge, Shockley, Lov ing,
Deerman, McGarar, Morgan, Waits; Cooper, and Sizemore l i n e s . Would l i k e to
correspond w i t h o t h e r s who a r e work ing t h e l i n e s .

EUNICE ANDERSON, 680 3 l s t STREET, RICHMOND, CA 94804, w r i t e s :
I need v i t a l da tes o n Hiram P e t e r s , b o r n 1815 i n T n , and h i s w i f e , Manerva
Moore P e t e r s , b o r n 1823 i n A l . Hiram P e t e r s served a s a p r i v a t e i n t h e Alabama
Volunteers of t h e F l o r i d a I n d i a n War and drew Bounty Land on Warrant No . 19611.
Hiram went to Arkansas f o r a t ime and c o u l d have marr ied t h e r e because h i s fi r s t
two c h i l d r e n were b o r n in Arkansas. Then t h e f a m i l y came b a c k to Jackson Co.
Manerva Pe te r s d i e d between 1870 and 1880. Hiram d i e d AFTER 1880. Where a r e
t h e y bur ied? When d i d each decease? Would l i k e to correspond w i t h anyone who
is knowledgable of t h i s f a m i l y .

MRS. IDY (EINORE) WHEELER, 6405 HATFIELD, AMARILLO, TX 79109, w r i t es :
Anna Ruth Campbell suggested I w r i t e y o u about t h e Rosson f a m i l y. My husband's
g r e a t ‐ g r a n d f a t h e r was W i l l i a m Anderson Green, t h e son o f A s a R u s s e l l Green and
h i s f o u r t h w i f e , be l ieved to be a Rosson. H i s mother d i ed , and W. A. Green
was ra i sed by h i s mother's s i s t e r , Jemima Rosson Young ( M r s . John Young). W. A.
Green was on t h e 1880 census of Newton C o . , Arkansas. He mar r ied S a l l e y E.
Rice, daughter of W. A. and Mary F. Rosson Rice, in 1859. Mary F. Rosson Rice
was t h e daughter of Cha r l es Rosson. I would l i k e to correspond w i t h anyone
researching t h e Rosson and Green l i n e s .

DR. AND MRS. JOHN B. GAYLE, 124 RIVERPARK BLVD., TITUSVILLE, FL 32780, a r e
research ing t h e A s a R u s s e l l Green f a m i l y . Can anyone t e l l D r . Gayle who t h e
p a r e n t s o f Asa R u s s e l l Green were and where t h e y were b o r n and bur ied?

KAY BIRKETI‘, 42227 SUNNYDALE, NORI‘HVILLE, MICHIGAN 48167, w r i t e s :
M y g r e a t ‐ g r a n d f a t h e r , John M e d l i n A l b e r t C l a r k , was b o r n June 2 , 1868, t h e
son of Samuel H a t t o n and Elmyra Jane Medlen C l a r k . Elmyra Jane, b o r n O c t .
24, 1849, i n A l . , was daughter o f R ichard and Luc inda Ch i l d ress Medlen who
were marr ied on May 4, 1827, in Madison C o . , A l . Richard and Lucinda Medlen
were parents o f : John, Richard, Joseph, and Elmyra Jane Medlen. I c a n ' t
fi n d Richard and Lucinda or Elmyra Jane on 1850 census. Who were paren ts
of Richard and Lucinda Childress Medlen and of Samuel H a t t o n C l a r k ?



1840 ROLL OF UNION PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHUKIH, WOODVILLE

SOURCE:

Jos iah Maples
Henry Manning
Mdlampbel l  Maples
Nancy Stephens

Mary Maples
Nancy Manning
Marga re t B u t l e r
W i l l i a m Bowers

Ann Houk Will iamson Bower
Richard Wood Ann Wood
Aught man o f c o l o r I s a a c G r i z z l e
Mal inda G r j m m e t t Tab i tha Houk

Cather ine Maples
W i l l i a m Maples
Dan ie l S i s k

Moses Maples
J a n (woman of c o l o r )
E l i z a b e t h Maples
Mary Jones Ann Keel
Ann We l l s Nancy Chambers
John Rebeccah Clampet t

Union P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t Church Minutes

Jacob C l i n e
E l i z a b e t h Manning
Simon Houk
M a t i l d a Maples
Canada B u t l e r
I p h a Ford
Fanny G r i z z l e
John G r i z z l e
Rober t  Chand ler
Char les  Fo rd
Ann Smi th
Samuel Evans
E l i zabe th Dunham
E l i s o n P h i l l i p s

E a s t e r C l i n e
M a r y Manning
Ly d y Houk
L i s a h Houk
Lucinda Bower
Robert Rice
Moses Smi th
Jackson Stephens
Jane Thomas
P o l l y B ishop
Mary Smi th
Job We l l s
Mary Dunham

NECROLOGOY

Add i t i ons to l i s t pub l i shed in J u l y ,

M r s . J e f f E y s t e r
M r s . Ben Hunt
Miss H a z e l Matthews

MEMORIALS

1985 CHRONICLES

M r s . Jess ie Tcm H u r t
M r . A l l e n L e e
M r . C l i f f o r d Wo o d a l l

M r s . B e t t y Rudder Smi th

M r . John H. Graham, J r . gave $25.00 in memory of h i s f a t h e r , John H. Graham, S r .

Ann B. Chambless, E d i t o r
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