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JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION MEETING - SUNDAY, J a n u a r y 1 5 , 1984, 2 :30 p . m .

S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l Aud i t o r i um, S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama

D r . D a v i d C a m p b e l l , Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n P r o g r a m Vice-President is

p l e a s e d t o announce t h a t James R . K u y k e n d a l l , E d i t o r o f LANDMARKS NEWS p u b l i s h e d b y

Landmarks of DeKalb C o u n t y , I n c . , w i l l be t h e s p e a k e r f o r t h e J. C. H. A. mee t ing

Sunday, J a n u a r y 1 5 , 1984, 2 : 3 0 p . m . , S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l Aud i to r ium i n S c o t t s b o r o .

M r . K u y k e n d a l l i s a c h a r t e r member, f o r m e r p r e s i d e n t a n d v i c e ‐ p r e s i d e n t o f Landmarks

o f DeKalb C o u n t y . H e i s a ded ica ted p r e s e r v a t i o n i s t a n d i s one o f N o r t h Alabama's,

m o s t a c t i v e members o f t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . H e i s a F o r t Payne p h a r m a c i s t

b u t o n l y p r a c t i c e s pharmacy "when h e h a s t o " . I n o t h e r w o r d s , h i s fi r s t l o v e i s

Sand Mounta in , F o r t P a y n e , h i s t o r y , a n d preservation. M r . K u y e n d a l l h a s expended

many h o u r s i n r e s e a r c h i n g t h e h i s t o r y a n d f o l k l o r e o f Bucks P o c k e t w h i c h w i l l b e

h i s t o p i c o n J a n u a r y 15 . B r i n g a f r i e n d t o h e a r t h i s h i g h l y e n t e r t a i n i n g s p e a k e r.

N O W is t h e t i m e to J O I N THE JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

Make y o u r t a x deduc t i b l e check payab le t o :

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION REGULAR MEMBERSHIP $ 7 . 5 0
M r s . W i l l i a m Thomas
P o s t O f fi c e Box 305 L I F E MEMBERSHIP $100 .00

S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama 35768 Memorials a n d Honorariums a t d i s c r e t i o n
, of d o n o r a r e welcomed.

P l e a s e p r o v 1 d e :
NAME

ADDRESS

C I T Y STATE Z I P

Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n members r e c e i v e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
q u a r t e r l y i n J a n u a r y, A p r i l , J u l y , a n d O c t o b e r .

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

O u r second a n n u a l banquet h e l d On O c t o b e r 31 , 1983 , a t the H o l i d a y I n n was a b i g
success. Eighty-three p e o p l e a t t e n d e d a n d en joyed g o o d food , f e l l o w s h i p , a n d a
m o s t e n j o y a b l e program o n U . S . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e W . R . W . Cobb p r e s e n t e d b y Madison
C o u n t y C i r c u i t Judge W i l l i a m W. ( B i l l ) P a g e o f H u n t s v i l l e , Alabama.

Thanks to Judge Page and banquet cOmmittee members: R u b i l e e Smi th , E l i z a b e t h Thomas,
a n d B i l l i e Hammer. ‘ '

It is dues p a y i n g time a g a i n . P lease c o n t i n u e to w o r k onlmembership, a n d let 's make
1984 o u r b e s t y e a r y e t !

See y o u at 2 : 3 0 p . m . on J a n u a r y 15 at t h e S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l Auditorium.

H IaPPY New Year A n n a R u t h C a m p b e l l

J a c k s o n C o u n t y Historical Association O f fi c e r s - 1984:
P r e s i d e n t - Anna R u t h Campbe l l ;
P r o g r a m Vice-President a n d P r e s i d e n t E l e c t ‐ D r . D a v i d Campbe l l 3
Membership Vice-President ‐ Elizabeth B e n n e t t

S e c r e t a r y - Rub i l ee S m i t h V
T r e a s u r e r - -E l i zabe th Thomas
D i r e c t o r s - Steve Durham, B a r r y P i c k e t t , B e t t y Ruth Henninqor, Martha Day hunt, and

-Harry Campbe l l ( Immediate p a s t p r e s i d e n t ) . :



§€ 6TTSBQE§ PASSENGER DEPOT

by A n n B. Chambless

The S c o t t s b o r o passenger d e p o t was c o m p l e t e d b y t h e Memphis a n d C h a r l e s t o n R a i l r o a d

o n J u l y 6 , 1891. H o w e v e r, i t was January, 1892, b e f o r e i t s d o o r s were opened t o t h e

p u b l i c . On November 2 6 , 1891, t h e PROGRESSIVE ACE edi tor a s k e d : "What is t h e g o o d

o f having a new d e p o t i n town u n l e s s i t i s opened f o r u s e o f t h e p u b l i c ? The p e o p l e

o f S c o t t s b o r o c o m p e l l e d t h e Memphis a n d Charleston p e o p l e t o b u i l d t h e new passenger

d e p o t , a n d now i t becomes necessary to compel them to open i t f o r u s e . "

On December 1 8 , 1891, t h e PROGRESSIVE AGE r e p o r t e d : " I t is s a i d t h e r a i l r o a d

commission h a s b e e n a f t e r t h e Memphis and C h a r l e s t o n f o l k s a g a i n , a n d t h e new d e p o t

w i l l b e fl u n g w i d e open t o t h e p u b l i c e r e l o n g . J u s t h o l d y o u r b r e a t h , w i l l y o u ? "

A f t e r several y e a r s o f p e t i t i o n i n g t h e Memphis a n d C h a r l e s t o n R a i l r o a d t o u p g r a d e

Scottsboro's r a p i d t r a n s i t g a t e w a y, l o c a l c i t i z e n s fi n a l l y p r e v a i l e d w i t h t h e

assistance of t h e r a i l r o a d commission. On M a r c h 1 2 , 1891 , THE SCOTTSEORO C I T I Z E N

s t a t e d : "The new d e p o t w i l l s o o n be u n d e r headway." On A p r i l 1 6 , 1891, t h e same

p a p e r r e p o r t e d : "Work i s now p r o g r e s s i n g o n t h e passenger depdt. I t i s b e i n g b u i l t

o n t h e s o u t h s i d e o f t h e r a i l r o a d , n e a r t h e H a r r i s H o t e l , which i s a b o u t o p p o s i t e

t h e C o u r t H o u s e on a s t r a i g h t l i n e . It w i l l be a g r e a t convenience to t h e P u b l i c

S q u a r e , and t h e bus iness p o r t i o n o f town . On t h e o t h e r s i d e o f t h e depo t i s t h e

P a r k s House, s o i t w i l l b e c o n v e n i e n t t o t h e h o t e l s . "

B y A u g u s t 1 3 , 1891, t h e new d e p o t was known t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t y a s " t h e p r i d e

of t h e town.“ THE BRIDGEPORT NEWS of t h a t d a t e s t a t e d : "The n e w passenger d e p o t

a t S c o t t s b o r o i s t h e ' p r i d e o f t h e t o w n . ’ W e l l , i t i s p r e t t y a s a p i c t u r e . "

O n J u l y 22, 1891, t h e e d i t o r o f THE SCOTTSBORO CIT IZEN gave a v i v i d d e s c r i p t i o n o f

t h e new d e p o t : "Our new depo t i s a s p r e t t y a n d s t y l i s h a s a g i r l ' s L o u i s X I V c o a t

w i t h jewe led bu t tons . I t i s a p ic tu resque l i t t l e b u i l d i n g , someth ing on t h e

a r c h i t e c t u r a l o r d e r o f ‘ a Swiss chalet, with dormers a n d DIAMOND SHAPED windows

and i s a p l e a s i n g s t u d y i n DEEP CREAM, DARK RED, a n d DULL GREEN p a i n t s . "

A c i r c a 1936/1937 photograph of t h e depo t shows t h e diamond-shaped window in t h e

n o r t h g a b l e of t h e b u i l d i n g . The window in t h e e a s t g a b l e was double-pane, leaded

g l a s s . .

F o r t h i r t y y e a r s ( 1 8 6 1 t o e a r l y 1 8 9 2 ) , t h e S c o t t s b o r o f r e i g h t depot s e r v e d a s a

combined f r e i g h t a n d t i c k e t o f fi c e . B e t w e e n 1856 a n d 1861, Scott's M i l l ( S c o t t s b o r o )

was m e r e l y an e a r l y w a t e r s t a t i o n on t h e Memphis a n d Charleston R a i l r o a d .

An a r t i c l e written to THE CHATTANOOGA TIMES by a drummer (salesman) on O c t o b e r 1 8 ,

1891, p r o v i d e s c l e a r i n s i g h t why S c o t t s b o r o c i t i z e n s a n d t h e t r a v e l i n g p u b l i c w e r e

e x c i t e d a b o u t t h e S c o t t s b o r o p a s s e n g e r d e p o t : "The t r a v e l i n g publ ic a t t h i s p l a c e

( S c o t t s b o r o ) a r e t r e a t e d s h a m e f u l l y, d i s g r a c e f u l l y , commerical men m o r e e s p e c i a l l y ,

a s t h e y a r e c o m p e l l e d t o t a k e a l l t r a i n s , a n d a t a l l h o u r s . The n i g h t t r a i n f r o m

Chat tanooga i s due h e r e ( S c o t t s b o r o ) a t 1 2 o ' c l o c k . The schedu le i s b a d e n o u g h ,

b u t t h e r e i s n ' t a s i n g l e n i g h t i n t h e week b u t that t h i s t r a i n i s f r o m o n e t o f o u r

h o u r s l a t e . W e g o t o t h e c a r s ' s t o p p i n g p l a c e , NOT DEPOT, f o r t h e r e i s n o such

convenience, w a i t t h e r e in t h e c o l d n i g h t a i r , or r a i n , as t h e c a s e may b e , w i t h o u t

fi r e o r s h e l t e r . A l l t h a t c a n b e done i s t o s i t a n d w a i t f o r t h e t r a i n , w i t h n o

i d e a when i t w i l l a r r i v e - n o t e l e g r a p h o p e r a t o r . One can g o t o t h e d e p o t c r o s s i n g

any n i g h t a f t e r 1 2 o ' c l o c k a n d see a fi r e o n t h e g r o u n d , a n d s i t t i n g a r o u n d i t a

c rowd o f men w a i t i n g f o r t h e t r a i n . A f e w n i g h t s ago o n e o f t h e b e s t p h y s i c i a n s

i n N o r t h Alabama, l i v i n g i n H u n t s v i l l e , was c a l l e d h e r e ( S c o t t s b o r o ) i n c o n s u l t a t i o n .

Hewas compelled to go home t h a t n i g h t . Heh a d a severe c o l d a n d was w e l l up in y e a r s ,

a n d n o t u s e d t o t h e e x p o s u r e o f a c o l d n i g h t . H e w e n t t o t h e d e p o t c o r s s i n g a t 1 2

o ‘c lock a n d h a d to remain t h e r e in t h e c o l d n i g h t a i r , a r o u n d a fi r e on t h e g r o u n d ,

made 8: sticks and chunks picked uparound t h e p l a c e , u n t i l 3 :30 o‘clock in t h e
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m o r n i n g . Now t h i s t r ea tmen t is s i m p l y o u t r a g e o u s . Pa t ience h a s been threadbared. We

a r e s i c k a n d t i r e d o f b e i n g t r e a t e d l i k e a l o t o f h o g s to be sh ipped. We w a n t o t h e r s

t o know how w e a r e t r e a t e d b y t h i s ( r a i l ) r o a d . They b u i l t a fi n e new d e p o t s e e m i n g l y

w i t h o u t a n y t r o u b l e when c o m p e l l e d t o ; now t h e y c e r t a i n l y c a n o p e n a n d f u r n i s h i t . "

The passenger d e p o t , b u i l t a t a c o s t o f $1944 .05 in 1891 , r e c e i v e d a new s t o v e in 1892.

The 1895 Memphis a n d Char les ton s t a t i o n c o n d i t i o n r e p o r t shows "Sco t t sbo ro passenger

d e p o t i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n ; f r e i g h t d e p o t needs r e p a i r s a n d p a i n t i n g . "

O n F e b r u a r y 2 5 , 1 8 9 8 , . S o u t h e r n Ra i lway S y s t e m p u r c h a s e d t h e Memphis a n d C h a r l e s t o n ,

a n d S c o t t s b o r o ' s passenger and f r e i g h t d e p o t s came unde r t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t h e S o u t h e r n .

I n t h e F a l l o f 1969, S o u t h e r n Ra i lway S y s t e m s o l d t h e S c o t t s b o r o p a s s e n g e r d e p o t t o

M r . a n d M r s . J o e Dawson who r e l o c a t e d a n d r e m o d e l e d t h e b u i l d i n g f o r u s e a s a g u e s t

house o n t h e i r f a r m o n t h e O l d L a r k i n s v i l l e Road i n t h e no r thwes te rn s e c t i o n o f

S c o t t s b o r o .

NOTE BY Ann B. Chambless: The Memphis a n d C h a r l e s t o n R a i l r o a d was c h a r t e r e d t h r o u g h

Alabama i n 1850. C o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e M&C began i n ne ighbor ing Madison C o u n t y i n 1851.

The t r a c k was c o m p l e t e d i n s e c t i o n s o t h a t b y 1855 one c o u l d t r a v e l b y t r a i n f r o m

Memphis to Pocahontas, t h e n t a k e a s t a g e l i n e i n t o Tuscumbia, Alabama, t r a n s f e r back

t o t h e t r a i n f o r t h e t r i p f r o m Tuscumbia t o H u n t s v i l l e , a n d con t i nue t o Stevenson,

a g a i n by s t a g e , to c o n n e c t w i t h t h e N a s h v i l l e a n d Chat tanooga Ra i l road . The s e c t i o n

o f r o a d between H u n t s v i l l e a n d S t e v e n s o n was c o m p l e t e d o n March 6 , 1856. To c e l e b r a t e

t h e c o m p l e t i o n o f t h i s s e c t i o n , t h e Memphis a n d C h a r l e s t o n p r o v i d e d s tockho lde rs w i t h

a compl imentary r i d e to S t e v e n s o n a n d r e t u r n . Three hundred passengers made t h e

s i x t y m i l e t r i p in f o u r hours . A r e p o r t e r aboa rd n o t e d : "Stevenson is THE town of

Jackson C o u n t y. I t i s o n l y f o u r o r fi v e y e a r s o l d , a n d a l r e a d y i t con ta ins a number

o f v e r y . p r e t t y p r i v a t e res idences, t h r e e h o t e l s , and s e v e r a l l a r g e wholesale a n d

r e t a i l houses, wh ich a r e d o i n g a t h r i v i n g bus iness . " (No ment ion of Scott's M i l l . )

By 1857, t h e M&C t r a c k s were comple te f r o m Memphis to Stevenson - 272 m i l e s . Many

shares of M&C s t o c k were s o l d to Jackson C o u n t y r e s i d e n t s who p r i z e d these investments

p r i o r t o t h e C i v i l Wa r . The C o n f e d e r a t e a n d F e d e r a l armies v i e d f o r c o n t r o l o f t h e

M&C d u r i n g t h e War f o r i t fo rmed a v i t a l l i n k i n t h e o n l y c o m p l e t e d e a s t ‐ w e s t r o u t e

across t h e s o u t h e r n s t a t e s . The Union army p r e v a i l e d , a n d , t h e r e f o r e , t h e r a i l r o a d

became F e d e r a l p r o p e r t y . When t h e r a i l r o a d was fi n a l l y b o u g h t back f r o m t h e United
S t a t e s Government by t h e owners , i t was a shambles. The 1866 Memphis a n d C h a r l e s t o n

a n n u a l r e p o r t s t a t e d t h e company h a d borrowed h e a v i l y to make r e p a i r s a n d r e p l a c e

equipment b u t a n t i c i p a t e d i t w o u l d soon b e p a y i n g d iv idends a g a i n . However, t h e M&C

n e v e r overcame t h e fi n a n c i a l setbacks b r o u g h t about b y t h e Wa r, a n d i n 1877, t h e

r a i l r o a d l i n e was l e a s e d to t h e E a s t Tennessee, V i r g i n i a and Georgia R a i l r o a d Company

f o r t w e n t y y e a r s . The ETV&G was absorbed by S o u t h e r n Rai lway Company in 1894. On

February 25,-1898, S o u t h e r n p u r c h a s e d t h e Memphis a n d C h a r l e s t o n o u t r i g h t . T h i s

h e l p s e x p l a i n M&C' s reluctance to b u i l d , f u r n i s h , a n d man the new passenger depot

i n S c o t t s b o r o i n 1891. ‘

SCOTTSBORO DEPOT

( c i r c a 1936/1937)
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T h e o r i g i n a l S p e c i a l A labama 1 8 6 6 C e n s u s i s f o u n d i n t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f
A r c h i v e s a n d H i s t o r y i n M o n t g o m e r y , A labama . T h e f o l l o w i n g i s t h e fi n a l
i n s t a l l m e n t t o b e p r i n t e d i n t h e JACKSON CHRONICLES a n d c o v e r s R a n g e s
9 a n d 1 0 o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A l a b a m a . R a n g e s 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , 7 , a n d 8 h a v e
a p p e a r e d i n p r e v i o u s i s s u e s . T h e r e a r e o n l y f o u r t o w n s h i p s i n R a n g e 9
a n d t w o f r a c t i o n a l t o w n s h i p s i n R a n g e 1 0 i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y .

MALES FEMALES
NAMES U n d e r 10 1 0 ‐ 2 0 O v e r 20 U n d e r 10 1 0 ‐ 2 0 O v e r 20

To w n s h i p 1 , R a n g e 9 E a s t :

J . P r i c e 1 1 1 1 1 1

C . T r a v i s 3 2 2 1
D . H a g e r s 1 1 1 1

W . M c F a r l a n d 1 2 1 1

Wm. M c F a r l a n d 1 l 1 1

P . D a i l y 4 2 2 4 2

G e o r g e D a v i s 2 1 l 2 l
J a s p e r H o r n 1 2 1

L . S n o w 2 5 l 2 2 1

J . B o o t h 3 2 2 1

A . B o o t h 3 1 1 l

H . B r a m b l e t t 2 2 1 1 3 1

A n d y H o r n 2 1 3 2
F r a n c e s A b e t t 1 1 2

A . G a u g h 1 1 4 1 1
F. G a u g h 1 1 2 l

M . A n d e r s o n 1 1 1
N . J o h n s o n 2 1 l

J . K i n k l e 1 2 2 1

N . T r o x e l l 2 1 1 1
W . T r o x e l l 1 l 1 l

J . C l a r k 1 2 1

J. Camera 1 5 3 l 1 2
J W i l l i a m s 1 1 3 3
J a m e s W i l l i a m s 1 1 1

J. Dunfiifl 5 l 1 l 2
J . R i c e 1 2 1 3 l

J . M o o r e 1 l l 2 1 1

F . H o l l y 1 1 1

J . H o l l y 1 1 1 3

W . E . J o n e s 1 1 4 1

E . J o n e s 1 ' 3

D . L a d d ~ ' 1 3 1 2 1

J a m e s G l o v e r 1 1 2 3

A . M c l u s k y 2 1 l

C . L a d d . 2 2 2 1 2 2

W . M o o r e 1

J . H a r r i s 1 1 3 1 2

J . S . J a m e s 1 2 2 1 1 1

M . J a m e s 3 1 3

W . C . P r i c e 1 2 1 1 l 1

S . G l a s s c o c k 1 1 1 1 2

T. H a r d g n l 1 - 1 1 2

D . T h o m p s o n 2 3 1
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M A L E S » , _ , , , - v - F E M A L E S

NAMES ' U n d e r ' l O 1 0 4 2 0 " o v e r ‘ 2 0 " ' u n d e r 1 0 ' 1 0 - 2 0 ' O v e r 2 0

A . L a d d 2 ' 2 3 1 2

J . S m i t h 1 l 1 3 l 1

S . P a r s o n 1 1 1

D . T r o o p 1 1

W. Chr is t in 1 1 3 1
L . B e n n e t 1 1 1

E . R o b i n s o n 1 1 2 3 2

W. Camgrn 1 1

E . H e m b r e e 1 1 1

T . W i n t e r s 1 2 1 2

J . D u n n 2 1 1

M . W i n t e r s 1 1 2

M .  L a d d

J . P r i c e 1 1

W . B r o w n 1 1 1 1

W . J . B e n e t t 1 1 2 3

J a m e s H i l l 2 1 1 2 1 1

H . S t e w a r t 1

G e o r g e PEEEE 1 1 1

C . C h a m b e r l a g 1 2 1 1

G . D . R a n d 1 1 1

R . C o r v i n 1 1 2

M a r y N e e l y 1 2

M . L e m o n s 1 1 1 ‘ 1

M . H o s c h e n . 1

M . G r a c e 1 1 2 2

M a r y W o o d a l l 1 2 1 1

W . ? I n k s 1 1 1

A ( u g u s t u s ) G u n t e r 1 3 1

A . R u d e r s h e l ' 1 1 1 2

J . H o w a r d 1 1

H . D a v i s 2 3 l 2 1

B . D . G l a s s c o c k l 2 2 3

J o h n J o h n s o n 5 1 l 1

L u c y J o h n s o n 2 1 3

J a m e s A m e r y 1 1 l 1

J o h n M o o r e 1 1 1 1 1

J o h n Dunhin 2. 1 4
W. Owen 2 1 2 1

T . H a l l 1 1 1

T . H i l l 1 1 1

B . T r o x e l l 1 1 2 1

J o s e p h S m i t h 1 1 1 1 1

M a r y G i l g m 2 1 1

J a m e s P i t s 1 2 1

E . H i l l 1 1 2 1

S a m F l i p p 2 1 2

S . M o o r e 2 1 3 1 2

K i n g N e e l y y 1 l 2

T. Owen a 1 1 1



1 8 6 6 S P E C I A L ALABAMA S T A T E C E N S U S ( C o n t i n u e d )

M A L E S F E M A L E S

NAMES U n d e r 10 1 0 - 2 0 O v e r 20 U n d e r 10 1 0 ‐ 2 0 O v e r 20

M . G i l u m 2 2 1

J . W a r r e n l 1 l

W.  D u n g i n

J o h n H2131 1
S .  J a c k s o n

J .  P a c e

D .  H u r t

N a n c y J a c k s o n

B .  H i l l

H . G r e e n w o o d 3

J . H e n e g a r 1

N a n c y H u r t ‘ 1 1

J .  S o t h e r l a n

T. or L.
F a i r b a n k s

M .  C a r v i n

S .  M c B e e

S a r a p h R i g h t

J o h n  O n e a l

M a r y  M o o r e

A .  K i r k p a t o r i c

G . M o o r e 1

E . G u l a t t 1

B .  M .  M o o r e

J o s e p h B r o w n 2

J. 822255 1
D .  W i g l e y

A . J . R e d m a n l 1

R . H e m b r e e l 2

C .  T .  G i b s o n

J . G i b s o n 1

W .  H a r r i s
S .  S i n g l e t a r y

N .  W e l c h

G . O n e a l 4

C . W a r r e n 1

J . L a m b e r t 1

J . T i g g d l e 4

E . G r i f g g l l

H . T e r r y 2

W . S h e l f 4

V L . W h i t e h e a d 3 l

M c C a r r e l

P o r t e r

W i l l i a m s 1

G i f f o r d

G o r d o n 2 2

S m i t h 2

C a s t e l

W . S m i t h 1
N i c h o l s

P y b o r n



1 8 6 6 S P E C I A L ALABAMA S T A T E CENSUS ( C o n t i n u e d )

M A L E S i F E M A L E S
N A M E S U n d e r 1 0 1 0 ‐ 2 0 O v e r 2 0 U n d e r 1 0 1 0 ‐ 2 0 O v e r 2 0

To w n s h i p 2 , R a n g e 9 E a s t :

N . P h i l l i p s 2 1 1 1 3

E . H i l l 1 2 1

M . T h o m p s o n 2 1 1 l

C . O n e a l 1 1 1 1

N. 91133 1 1 2 1 2
J a m e s N e e l y 2 1 1 2 1 1

D . H i l l 1 2 2 1 1

C . K n i g h t 1 1

D . S m i t h 1 1 2

J . S m i t h 1 2 1

D . F a r r i s 1 2 1 2

W . G r i f fi n 2 1 1 2

M . C o n d l i n 1 1 l l l

D . E d w a r d s 1 1 1

_ _ G r a y 2 1 1

L . H . B r e w e r 1 2 1 3 1

M . C o w a n 1 2 1

A . S h i r l e y 1 1 l 1 l

C . P r e s s n e l l l 2 1 1

W . F a r r i s 2 1 1 1

L. C0955 1 2 1
M . E s t e s 2 1 1

S . C o g a r 1 5 1 1 2

M . P e n d e r g r a s s 1 2 1 2 1 2

H . B r o w n 3 1 l

M . P a r t i g 2 1 2 2

B . W i l m a n 2 1 l l

E . R i d l e y 1 2 2 l 2

J a n e P a r t o n 1 1 1 1 3

S . M a x w e l l 4 1 V 1 2

N . S h u m a k e 2 2 4

J a m e s M a s o n 1 1 2 1

B . P r i c e 1 1 2 1

D . J o n e s 1 1 ‘ 1 3 1

S . N o r w o o d 1 1 2 3 1

J o h n L o w e r y 1 4 3 4 1 1

W . R u s s e l 1 1 2 1

E . C a n o n 1 1 1

A . M a r s h a l 3 1 2 1 2

R . J o n e s 3 1 1 1 2

A . B r o w n 1 2 1 l 1

H . A b e t t 2 1 2 1 1

R . M i t c h e l 1 2 1 2 1

W . R . J o n e s 1 1 1

A . B a k e r 1 l l

J . N o n e l e y l 1 1

W . M a x w e l l 1 1

C . A . M a x w e l l 4 1 l 1 1 i

H .  M a x w e l l



1 8 6 6 S P E C I A L A L A B A M A S T A T E C E N S U S ( C o n t i n u e d )

M A L E S F E M A L E S

NAMES U n d e r 10 1 0 ‐ 2 0 O v e r 20 U n d e r 10 1 0 - 2 0 O v e r 20

To w n s h i p 2 , R a n g e 9 E a s t ' ( C o n t i n u e d ) : ‑

R . D u n n 2 1 1 1

M . M o r g a n 1 1

W . R e e c e 1 1 4

H . G i b s o n 1 1 1

A . G i b s o n 2 1 1

H . H o w a r d 3 1 1 2

J o h n H o w a r d 1 1 1
H . H o w a r d 2 2 1 2 2 1

P. H o w a r d 1 1 1

F r a c t i o n a l To w n s h i p 3 , R a n g e 9 E a s t :

R . M o o r e 1 1 2

M . Y o u n g 1 1 1

W . A d k i n s 1 1 1

A . R o g e r s 2 5 1 2 l

C . B o o k o u t 1 2 2 3

W . A l f o r d 2 1 1 2 3

A . H o u s e 1 1 2 1

L . L o u g h 3 1 2 1

E . K e y s 1 2 1 2 2

L ( e v i ) C a s h 1 2 1 3

N . K i n g 1 l l

J . B o l a n d 5 2 2 3 2

W . W a l l a c e 1 1 2

S . S m i t h _ 2 _ 2 1 1 1

F r a c t i o n a l To w n s h i p 4 , R a n g e 9 E a s t :

D . S w a d e r 1 2 l

‘ J . C o o p e r 1 2 1 . 4 2 1

H . H e n e g a r 1 1 1

H . S w a d e r 2 2 2 1 2 1

F r a c t i o n a l To w n s h i p ' 1 ; ' R a n g e ' 1 0 E a s t :

G . G r a n t 2 1 1 1 1

G . P e t t i t e 3 2 2 2 l

W . S m i t h 1 1 2 l l

T. Piborn 2 2 2 1 l
J . G . C r o u g h 1 . 1 l 1

J a m e s C r o u g h 2 1 1 1 1

J . J . S m i t h 1 1 1 3 l 1

W . W a r r e n 1 1 3 1

F r a c t i o n a l To w n s h i p 2 , ‘ R a n g e 1 0 E a s t :

J o h n P r i c e - l

J . M c i n d o n 1 1

W . H o n e y 1 1 1 4 l ;

E . O n e a l 1 2 l 2 g

P. H u g h s 4 ‘

J . B r y a n t 1 l 1 ' 1
H . B r y a n t 1 1 1

M . R e a v e s 1 1 1

A . L i l y ( ? ) 1 2 l

T. H u g h s 2 1 1 2 2 l

J . M c B r y e r 1 1 1



1 8 6 6 SPECIAL ALABAMA S TAT E CENSUS ( C o n t i n u e d )

MALES FEMALES
NAMES U n d e r 10 1 0 ‐ 2 0 O v e r 20 U n d e r 10 1 0 ‐ 2 0 O v e r 20

F r a c t i o n a l T o w n s h i p 2 , R a n g e 1 0 E a s t ( C o n t i n u e d ) :

S . R e a v e s l 2 1 l l l .

J . R e a v e s l 1 1 2

T .  H a n e y ( o r
H o n e y ) 5 2 3

J o h n P o p e l l 1 2 1

G e o r g e B r o w n 3 l l

J . M i l l e r 3 l l l 1
P. McGehee 3 1 3 l

N .  T r u n k s  o r
F r u n k s 3 l l

A . S t e e l 2 2 2 1 2 2

C . S t e e l 1 1

S . W e s t 1 2 2

A . H o w a r d 2 l l 1

F . H o w a r d 1 1 1

M . C r a z e l l l l 1

L . B u l l a r d 1 1

H. Camera 1 2 2 3 2
M . C o u n t s l 2 2

c . W e s t 1 1 1 1

J . C raggg 1 1

P . C r a i g 1 3 1 l

A . P r i c e 1 1 1

S . P r i c e 1 l 1 l

J . P r i c e 2 1 3 1

B . H i g d o n 4 3 1 2 1

E . P r i c e 1 l

T. or L.
M c B r y e r 1 l l

J. Eléfifli 1 1 2 2
“

ROLL OF COMPANY C 4 t h ALABAMA CAVALRY, RUSSELL REGIMENT, THE C I V I L WAR

O f fi c e r s :
C a p t . F. B . G u r l e y
l s t L t . W. H . B a i l e s
l s t L t . J. A. Gibson
2nd L t . P. G u r l e y
3 r d L t . C . Tharp
3 r d L t . ? Weather l y

T.
J.

E n l i s t e d men:
G .  W.  A n d e r s o n
S .  J .  A n d e r s o n
Pap A t k i n s o n
D a v i d A u s t i l l
James Brandon
John Burd ine
J .  T.  B u r d i n e
B .  E .  B a i l e s
T.  A .  B a i l e s
Thomas B u r t o n
J .  E .  B u t l e r
A .  W .  B a x t e r
J .  E .  B r o w n
F.  M .  B e n n e t t
W i l l i a m B e l l
J e f f B r a g g
J o e B r a g g
John B i n f o r d

I s a a c C o l e
F r e d  C l a r k
D .  C .  C l a r k
R i cha rd C l a r k
P r e s s  C l a r k
J .  C .  C u n n i n g h a m
J .  C .  C a m p b e l l
W.  T.  C a m p b e l l
F r a n k C o t t o n
Jeremiah C o t t o n ( J e r e )
W i l e y C o t t o n
J .  P .  C o l l i e r
C h a r l e s C o l l i e r
J .  G .  C o l l i e r
W.  R .  W.  C o b b
L .  C .  C o u l s o n
H .  C .  D i l l a r d
John b u d l e y

J .  F.  E d w a r d s
J o e E l l e t t
Wa l k e r  E r w i n
W i l l i a m F o r d
Zack F o r d
J .  F.  F a n n i n g
M i l t o n F a n n i n g
Abb ie Gibson
W i l l i a m G l e n n
Sam Glenn
J .  P .  G u l l a t t
German B. G i l l
J o h n Green
G .  G r e e n
F.  T.  G i v e n s
James G o l d e n
R .  A .  G r e e n
J o h n Gideon



ROLL O F COMPANY C 4 t h ALABAMA CAVALRY, RUSSELL REGIMENT, THE C I V I L WAR ( C o n t i n u e d )

T.  H .  H e w l e t t
J .  E .  H e w l e t t
Thomas Hopk ins
M o r g a n H igg inbo tham
W i l l i a m  H o l l o w e l l
Thompson H o u s t o n
P i n k n e y  H o u s t o n
H .  H o u s t o n
Wa s h ( i n g t o n ) H i l l
G e o r g e  J o n e s
W.  M .  J o r d a n
J .  L .  P .  K e l l y
J .  D .  K e l l y
F .  J .  K e l l y
Keck
W.  H .  M a s o n
J a m e s M . M a s o n
J .  W .  M a s o n
R i c h a r d  M e d l i n
H e n r y Mayhew
Theo Mayhew
J a s p e r Matheny
J o e M i l l e r
F r a n k McC lung
T i l d e n Mock
P r e s s M c I l y e a
W i l l i a m Maples
W i l l i a m Nimmo
Wash O ' N e a l
J .  W .  P r o c t o r
G r e e n P r u e t t

W i l l i a m  P i t t c o c k
John P i t t c o c k
M.  P rov ince

P r o v i n c e
W i l l i a m P i c k e t t
J .  M .  P o t t s
G .  M .  Rober t son
Tom R o b e r t s o n
C .  A .  R o b i n s o n
G .  D .  R o g e r s
H e n r y R o u n d t r e e
L e e R o u n d t r e e
A .  B .  S h e l b y
B .  P .  S c r u g g s

Thomas S c r u g g s
A l e x S a x t o n

W .  J .  S t r e e t
J o e S t r e e t
W i l l i a m S p e i t z
D .  W.  S p i v e y
P . P . S t . C l a i r
R i cha rd Smock
G e o r g e S t a r k e y
B o r g i e T i l l e r
L a F a y e t t e  T i p t o n
P o l k  W r i g h t
Thomas W i l s o n
J .  W.  W i l s o n
John W i l s o n
G e o r g e W e i l s
James Wa k e fi e l d
John Wa k e fi e l d

SOURCE: Alabama D e p a r t m e n t o f A r c h i v e s a n d H i s t o r y , M o n t g o m e r y, Alabama
NOTE BY ABC: C a p t a i n F. B. G u r l e y was f r o m G u r l e y , Alabama. These s o l d i e r s were f r o m
Madison a n d Jackson C o u n t i e s i n Alabama a n d a f e w f r o m F r a n k l i n C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e .
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6 R 0 N {(3L E S
NEWSLETTER NO. THIRTY-SIX A p r i l 5, 1984

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION MEETING - S u n d a y, A p r i l 1 5 , 1984,

2 : 3 0 p . m . , S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l Auditor ium, S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama

D r . David Campbel l , Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion P r o g r a m

Vice‐President, has an e x c i t i n g p r t g r a m p l a n n e d f o r Sunday, A p r i l 15 ,

1984, 2 : 3 0 p . m . , S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l Audi tor ium in Sco t t sboro .

I n v i t e a f r i e n d .

A c c o r d i n g to Associat ion b y - l a w s , ANNUAL DUES ARE NOW DUE.

Make y o u r tax -deduc t ib le check p a y a b l e t o :

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION REGULAR MEMBERSHIP $7.50
M r s . W i l l i a m Thomas
P o s t O f fi c e Box 305 L I F E MEMBERSHIP $100.00
Scot tsboro , Alabama 35768

Memorials and Honorariuma at
d i sc re t i on o f donor a r e welcomed.

Please p r o v i d e :
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE Z I P

Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion members r e c e i v e JACKSON COUNTY
CHRONICLES q u a r t e r l y in J a n u a r y, A p r i l , J u l y , a n d October.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

P lease m a r k y o u r - c a l e n d a r s and make y o u r p l a n s t o b e a t t h e meet ing o f
t h e Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion on A p r i l 1 5 , a t t h e S c o t t s ‑
b o r o C i t y H a l l . The w e a t h e r i s s o b e a u t i f u l and s p r i n g l i k e t h a t I a m
l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o see ing a l l o f y o u !

D r . C a m p b e l l t e l l s m e t h a t h e has a most i n t e r e s t i n g program p lanned ,
and we have some v e r y impo r t an t business to discuss concern ing a p r o ‑
posed h i s t o r i c a l p r o j e c t . We need y o u r i n p u t and h e l p in accomplishing
t h i s  p r o j e c t .

Accord ing to o u r b y - l a w s , "Dues s h a l l be p a y a b l e a t t h e fi r s t mee t ing
in J a n u a r y and s h a l l be del inquent by t h e fi r s t meet ing in A p r i l " . I f
y o u have n o t p a i d y o u r dues ( $ 7 . 5 0 ) , p l e a s e m a i l t o M r s . Wi l l i am T.
Thomas, P. O . B o x 305, Scot tsboro, Alabama 35768.

Anna R u t h Campbel l



CONTRIBUTOR TO THIS ISSUE: MARION 0. SMITH

M a r i o n 0. S m i t h is a r e s e a r c h associate on t h e P a p e r s of Andrew J o h n ‑
s o n a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Tennessee, Knoxv i l l e , and a n a c t i v e cave e x ‑
p l o r e r . H e spends a n average o f t w o weekends each m o n t h e x p l o r i n g
Jackson C o u n t y c a v e s .

The f o l l o w i n g was fi r s t pdb l i shed i n C i v i l War H i s t o r y , December 1983,
V o l . 2 9 , N o . 4 .

THE SAUTA CAVE CONFEDERATE NITER WORKS

M a r i o n  0 .  S m i t h

SAUTA, A WHITE MAN'S CORRUPTION of t h e Cherokee word i t s a t i , " o f u n ‑
known s i g n i fi c a t i o n , " i s t h e name a p p l i e d t o a w e l l - k n o w n cave l o c a t e d
about s i x and t h r e e ‐ f o u r t h s mi les southwest o f S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama, o n
a n o r t h e a s t e r n s p u r o f G u n t e r s Mountain. Although o n l y o n e o f a p p r o x ‑
i m a t e l y 2, 200 recorded caves of t h e l imestone r e g i o n s of t h e s t a t e , Sauta
i s c o n s i d e r a b l y l a r g e r t h a n average . I t s t o t a l l e n g t h has been computed
to be 14,794 f e e t , a l l w i t h i n l i n e a r dimensions of abou t 4 ,600 f e e t . It
h a s t w o e n t r a n c e s , 135 v e r t i c a l a n d 400 h o r i z o n t a l f e e t a p a r t . The l o w e r
passage has a stream.whi le t h e u p p e r c o r r i d o r is d r y . These two l e v e l s
a r e connected by s t e e p c l imbs and a p i t . Much of t h e upper l e v e l , about
h a l f a m i l e , is n e a r l y a hundred f e e t wide and s e v e r a l body l e n g t h s h i g h .

I t was n o t S a u t a ' s s i z e t h a t made i t i m p o r t a n t , however, b u t t h e f a c t
t h a t i t con ta ined huge amounts o f d i r t c o n t a i n i n g n i t e r o r s a l t p e t e r , t h e
m a j o r i n g r e d i e n t o f g u n p o w d e r. I t was mined a t i n t e r v a l s f o r many y e a r s
and was t h e m o s t p r o d u c t i v e o f t h e more t h a n fi f t y known s a l t p e t e r caves
of t h e state.3

Dur ing t h e l a t e e igh teen th c e n t u r y a f a c t i o n o f t h e Cherokee t r i b e had
a s e t t l e m e n t known a s S a u t a n e a r t h e c a v e . Accord ing t o one source a
Cherokee named Win ford s e t t l e d t h e r e in 1784 and s t a r t e d t h e manufacture
o f g u n p o w d e r. Ye a r s l a t e r , a t a n A p r i l 1804 m e e t i n g o f t h e Na t i ona l
Counc i l o f t h e Cherokee Ch ie fs at Oostenaulah, a r e s o l u t i o n " p e r m i t t e d "
c e r t a i n w h i t e men " t o cont inue ( l i v i n g ) i n t h e N a t i o n , " i n c l u d i n g
" C o l o n e l O r e & man a t Sau ta , working s a l t p e t e r c a v e s . " Dur ing t h e War
o f 1812, m in ing ope ra t i ons were expanded by W i l l i a m Robinson, some
d e t a i l s o f which were r e v e a l e d i n a c o u r t case s e v e r a l y e a r s l a t e r i n v o l v ‑
i n g t h e p a y of one of t h e miners .

A t t h e conc lus ion o f t h e War o f 1812 demand f o r gunpowder, and c o n ‑
s e q u e n t l y f o r s a l t p e t e r , f e l l s h a r p l y , wh i ch l e d t o t h e c losu re o f m a n y
o f t h e l a r g e ope ra t i ons . Th i s was the case a t Sau ta , and e x c e p t f o r vague
r e f e r e n c e s t o occasional n d n i n g , e s s e n t i a l l y no th ing i s now known about
t h e a c t i v i t i e s t h e r e between 1815 and 1861.

A f t e r secession and t h e f o r m a t i a 1 o f t h e C o n f e d e r a c y, b o t h s t a t e and
Confederate o f fi c i a l s , as w e l l as m a n y concerned c i t i z e n s , r e a l i z e d t h a t
t h e S o u t h d i d n o t have an adequate s u p p l y of gunpowder i f war came. The
1860 census l i s t e d o n l y t w o s m a l l powder m i l l s in t h e e n t i r e S o u t h ‑
one in CheathamC o u n t y , Tennessee, and one in Pickens D i s t r i c t , S o u t h
C a r o l i n a ‐ w h i l e one newspaper claimed in A p r i l 1 8 6 1 t h e r e were s i x t y ‑
s e v e n powder m i l l s i n P e n n s y l v a n i a alone.5

The p r o c u r e m e n t o f s u l p h u r and c h a r c o a l , t h e two o t h e r i n g r e d i e n t s
o f gunpowder, p r e s e n t e d n o p r o b l e m f o r t h e new C o n f e d e r a c y. When
L o u i s i a n a seceded t h e r e w e r e " l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s ” o f s u l p h u r s t o c k p i l e d
f o r u s e i n r e f u n n n g s u g a r . G e n e r a l David E . Twiggs seized " s e v e r a l
hundreds of t o n s of s u l p h u r , s t o r e d in New O r l e a n s " which c o u l d be p u t
to government use.6 A l s o , s u l p h u r c o u l d be obta ined by r o a s t i n g i r o n
pyrites in " s t o n e ‐‐ware cylinders".7 F o r c h a r c o a l , t h e r e was no s c a r c i t y
in t h e S o u t h , a l t h o u g h f o r making "gunpowder c h a r c o a l " i t was r e c o m ‑
mended t h a t t h e " l i g h t e r woods, s u c h as thevwi l l ow, dogwood, and a l d e r
answer best."8

S a l t p e t e r , compr i s i ng t h r e e - f o u r t h s o f gunpowder, was t h e c r i t i c a l
c o m p o n e n t , however. Wi thout i t t h e de fense o f t h e S o u t h was jeopa rd i zed ,
and c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e r e were e f f o r t s b y b o t h s t a t e and Confedera te
a u t h o r i t i e s t o s e e t h a t s u p p l i e s were acqu i red .

The newspapers a t t e m p t e d t o o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m c i t i z e n s o n t h e
p o s s i b l e l o c a t i o n o f s a l t p e t e r c a v e s . The F a y e t t e v i l l e O b s e r v e r n o t e d
t h a t powder c o u l d b e m a n u f a c t u r e d i n N a s h v i l l e ” a s s o o n a s t h e n i t r e
( s a l t p e t r e ) c a n b e p r o c u r e d , " and t h a t s a l t p e t e r was made d u r i n g t h e
War o f 1812 i n s e v e r a l n o r t h Alabama caves " i n F r a n k l i n , Mo rgan , M a r ‑
s h a l l , and Jackson coun t ies . " I t was no ted t h a t "Powder ... is in a
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g r e a t demand in t h e South, and i t is indispensable t h a t we make i t in
o u r midst .... Who w i l l f u r n i s h us w i t h t h e needed informat ion in r e ‑
g a r d t o t h e caves once worked f o r s a l t p e t r e ? " The H u n t s v i l l e Democrat
r e p o r t e d t h a t Gove rno r Andrew B . Moore had advised m i l i t i a Genera l
Jeremiah Clemens ” t o a p p o i n t two su i tab le pe rsons to examine t h e S a l t ‑
p e t r e Caves of N o r t h Alabama.”9

Meanwhile, Samuel D. Morgan of Nashv i l l e , in b e h a l f of t h e Tennessee
"Execut ive Committee of t h e C e n t r a l M i l i t a r y Bureau of S u p p l y " and
l a t e r f o r t h e s t a t e m i l i t a r y and fi n a n c i a l board, was conduct ing a
l e t t e r ‐ w r i t i n g campaign t o encourage t h e manufacture o f s a l t p e t e r and
t o o f f e r c o n t r a c t s t o s u p p l y t h e Cheatham C o u n t y, Tennessee powder m i l l .
Besides Tennessee, h i s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e extended t o Arkansas and Alabama,
and some of h i s l e t t e r s were Bublished in l o c a l newspapers in s o u t h
Tennessee and n o r t h Alabama.l

I n t h e q u e s t f o r s a l t p e t e r , c a V e s i n Jackson Coun t y, Alabama were
examined. "A cave in K e e l ' s Mountain ... n e a r C o l e s ' S p r i n g , on t h e
r a i l r o a d " was e x p l o r e d b y " a g e n t l e m a n " who ” s a y s t h a t t h e r e a r e s t i l l
excavations and wooden t r o u g h s , i n d i c a t i n g t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of s a l t p e t r e
there.”11 James R. H a r r i s of Winchester, Tennessee w r o t e Morgan on 28
June 1861 t h a t he had v i s i t e d caves " i n Jackson co A l a Convenient of ,
access and w i t h i n Ten mi les o f S t e p h e n s o n " and "have S a t i s fi e d m y s e l f
t h a t thgy w i l l p a y t o work and propose commencflng o p p e r a t i o n s r i g h t
a w a y . "

B u t of a l l t h e Jackson C o u n t y caves, and in f a c t of a l l t h e Alabama
caves t h a t h a d been.worked f o r s a l t p e t e r , S a u t a was t h e one m o s t r e ~
membered. The H u n t s v i l l e Democrat r e p o r t e d t h a t "powder was manufactured
( t h e r e ) in cons iderab le q u a n t i t y , and s o l d by merchants in H u n t s v i l l e
many y e a r s ago. S e v e r a l g e n t l e m e n now r e s i d i n g i n H u n t s v i l l e t e l l
us t h a t t h e y have s o l d hundreds of pounds of i t . " 3 A M r. Echols r e ‑
c a l l e d purchasing s a l t p e t e r " b y t h e waggon l o a d f r o m time to t ime f o r
many y e a r s " f r o m "Wm or David L a r k i n . " E v e n in f a r - a w a y Richmond,
V i r g i n i a , Sauta was claimed " t o b e second o n l y , i n e x t e n t and vastness,
to t h e mammoth cave fin K e n t u c k y " and to have "exhaustless d e p o s i t s " of
n i t e r , though "more d i f fi c u l t o f access t h a n f o r m e r l y . " I t was s u g ‑
g e s t e d t h a t " a n a g e n t , e i ther o f t h e Government o r o f c a p i t a l i s t s "
should "exandne t h i s r i c h mine."15

I n r e s p o n s e t o Morgan ' s e f f o r t s , N e l s o n Robinson, a B e l l e f o n t e l a w y e r
and f a n n e r, r e p o r t e d o n 1 0 May t h a t a f t e r a d v e r t i s i n g i n t h e l o c a l news ‑
paper he had ”Succeeded in g a t i n g a company to go to w o r k in t h e S a u t a
Cave, t h e b e s t in t h i s r e g i o n was one hundred hands. They commenced
on Monday l a s t (May 6) & I hope in a S h o r t t ime y o u w i l l be in r e c ' t of
some of t h e i r products."16

The company t h a t Robinson r e f e r r e d to was composed of George W. Rice ,
J o h n F. Anderson, and J o h n D. Bor in , who h a d l e a s e d Sauta and were
”making extensive p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f n i t r e , o n a l a r g e
s c a l e , " w i t h t h e " i n t e n t i o n " o f ex tend ing " t h e i r o p e r a t i o n s t o include
t h e manufacture of powder.”17 By l a t e May p r o d u c t i o n had begun, and
t h e end p r o d u c t was declared t o b e " a b e a u t i f u l a r t i c l e , c l e a r and v e r y
p u r e ” . The company acqu i red ” a c o n t r a c t : t o f u r n i s h a c e r t a i n number o f
pounds m o n t h l y " t o t h e s t a t e of Tennessee. By mid‐June up to seven
hundred pounds o f s a l t p e t e r a day was being made, and i t was r e p o r t e d
t h a t "some fi f t y hands" were t h e n employed, w i t h " t h e average y i e l d "
b e i n g " a b o u t t h r e e pounds o f t h e s a l t t o one b u s h e l o f e a r t h , t e n
bushels of wood ashes b e i n g used in lixiviatizon.”18

B u t a p p a r e n t l y Rice, Anderson, and B o r i n encoun te red p rob lems b e ‑
cause v e r y s o o n a f te rward t h e y terminated t h e i r connec t ion .w i th S a u t a .
On 3 Augus t 1861, owners Jeremiah L. and H e n r y L. F r e n c h leased t h e
cave " t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l t h e l a n d s S i t u a t e ( d ) w e s t o f t h e wagon r o a d " t o
J o s e p h W. Dunkerleg of Knoxv i l l e , Tennessee " f o r a m o n t h l y r e n t o f two
hundred dollars."1 On29 J u l y an a g e n t of t h e Tennessee m i l i t a r y and
fi n a n c i a l board, Edwin R . Glascock, was s e n t o n a t o u r o f i n s p e c t i o n o f
caves. A f e w weeks l a t e r , on 23 A u g u s t , t h e board author ized h im to
c l o s e a c o n t r a c t w i t h D u n k e r l e y f o r s a l t p e t e r a t t h i r t y c e n t s p e r pound
f o r a l l manufactured " f o r s i x months from t h e 1St S e p t , " i f " a f t e r t h e
1S t Oc tobe r he shou ld make as much as fi v e hundred pounds p e r d a y . " I f
t h e amount manufactured p e r day was l e s s " t h e p r i c e ( w a s ) to be 25
c e n t s p r 1b."20 B u t ' D u n k e r l e y ' s assoc ia t ion w i t h S a u t a was a l s o b r i e f .
O n December 9 , 1861, h e i n t u r n t r a n s f e r r e d h i s liase t o Hugh C a r l i s l e and
George L. Henderson of M a r s h a l l C o u n t y, Alabama.2

C a r l i s l e and Henderson o p e r a t e d t h e cave, e x c e p t d u r i n g t h e " g e n e r a l
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s u s p e n s i o n o f w o r k " d u r i n g t h e s p r i n g and summer occasioned b y t h e
F e d e r a l occupa t ion o f n o r t h Alabama, u n t i l abou t November 1 , 1862.
Then, f o r a cons idera t ion o f $34,000, t h e y t r a n s f e r r e d t h e i r l e a s e
and s o l d a l l t h e i r fi x t u r e s , mach inery, o u t b u i l d i n g s , and r i g h t o f
u s e o f sur round ing l a n d s to t h e Confedera te government . M in ing a t
S a u t a was t h e n conducted b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t u n t i l t h e r e t u r n o f U n i o n
t r o o p s f o r c e d a p e r m a n e n t evacuat ion of t h e works d u r i n g t h e summer
of 1863.22

N i t e r And M i n i n g B u r e a u

The i n i t i a l e f f o r t s o f s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t s and ind i v idua l s i n 1861 t o
o b t a i n s a l t p e t e r d i d n o t y i e l d t h e amounts e x p e c t e d . I t was r e p o r t e d
e a r l y in M a r c h 1862, f o r ins tance, t h a t o n l y f o u r Alabama caves were
b e i n g worked f o r saltpeter.23 C o n s e q u e n t l y, t h e r e was a g r e a t e r e f ‑
f o r t by t h e Confedera te g o v e r n m e n t to inc rease p r o d u c t i o n . On 11
A p r i l t h e C o n f e d e r a t e Congress passed a n a c t c r e a t i n g a N i t r e B u r e a u ,
n o m i n a l l y u n d e r t h e s u p e r v i s i o n o f t h e c h i e f o r ordnance, which would
have t h e j o b " t o inaugura te and p r o s e c u t e a s y s t e m f o r t h e e f fi c i e n t
w o r k i n g o f t h e n i t e r caves, and t o p u r c h a s e and c o n t r a c t f o r t h e d e ‑
l i v e r y o f n i t e r , ” a s w e l l a s " t o i n s p e c t t h e n i t e r c a v e s and o t h e r
n a t u r a l d e p o s i t s o f n i t r i f e r o u s e a r t h " and t o r e p o r t " t h e e x t e n t and
economy" o f those caves "now behu; worked b y p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e . " I n
a d d i t i o n , a r t i fi c i a l n i t e r beds w e r e to be estab l ished in m a j o r c i t i e s .
The bureau, a s o r i g i n a l l y organ ized, was t o cons is t o f a c h i e f o r s u p e r ‑
intendent w i t h t h e r a n k of m a j o r , f o u r c a p t a i n s , and e i g h t fi r s t l i e u ‑
t e n a n t s .

I s a a c M . S t . J o h n , a Georg ia n a t i v e and fo rmer c i v i l e n g i n e e r , became
c h i e f , w i t h h i s headquar te rs in Richmond. He immed ia te ly d i v ided t h e
Confederacy i n t o n i t e r d i s t r i c t s , and assigned a super in tenden t f o r
each. A l s o , o n May 1 , t h e new bureau announced t h a t s e v e n t y - fi v e c e n t s
p e r pound would be p a i d f o r s a l t p e t e r by government a g e n t s , w i t h t h e
p r o v i s o t h a t a deduc t ion wou ld b e made f o r " i m p u r i t i e s exceeding 1 0
p e r c e n t . " A y e a r l a t e r , on 22 A p r i l 1863, t h e Con federa te Congress
made t h e N i t r e C o r p s " a n independent bureau o f t h e War D e p a r t m e n t , " t o
b e c a l l e d t h e N i t r e and Min ing Bureau. I t s o f fi c e r s were expanded t o
one l ieu tenan t co lone l , t h r e e m a j o r s , s i x cap ta ins , and t e n l ieu tenan ts ,
w i t h i t s du t ies e n l a r g e d t o include t h e u fi n i n g o r p u r c h a s e o f " a l l
c o p p e r , l e a d , i r o n , c o a l , z i n c " and o t h e r minerals n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e
w a r .

By mid-August 1862, t h e s e c r e t a r y of w a r r e p o r t e d to P r e s i d e n t J e f f e r ‑
s o n Davis t h a t t h e N i t r e Bureau was " d o i n g good s e r v i c e " and t h a t p r o ‑
d u c t i o n was ” a l r e a d y 1 ,000 pounds a d a y . " The f o l l o w i n g December,
S t . J o h n r e p o r t e d t h a t f r o m May t h r o u g h O c t o b e r t h e bureau had ” p r o ‑
duced and c o l l e c t e d , 200,820 p o u n d s " i n a d d i t i o n t o 38,000 pounds o f
Mexican n i t e r del ivered e a s t o f t h e M i s s i s s i p p i . D a i l y home p r o d u c t i o n
( t h e amount o f s a l t p e t e r p r o d u c e d d a i l y b y b o t h g o v e r n m e n t and p r i ‑
v a t e w o r k e r s w i t h i n t h e C o n f e d e r a c y ) had " s t e a d i l y increased f r o m 200
p o u n d s i n A p r i l t o somewhat o v e r 2 ,000 pounds i n O c t o b e r, " wh i ch " v e r y
n e a r l y m e e t s t h e p r e s e n t demands of t h e service, i f n o t q u i t e . "
A u t h o r i t y , meanwhile, had been g r a n t e d t o bureau o f fi c e r s " t o impress
f o r t h e Government a n y minera l mines or n i t e r caves or d e p o s i t s ” in
" a l l cases where such mines, caves, o r d e p o s i t s a r e s u f f e r e d t o remain
unworked, o r which may b e i m p e r f e c t l y worked b y t h e owner o r l e s s o r . "
C o m p e n s a t i o n i n s u c h cases "may b e s e t t l e d b y p r i v a t e a g r e e m e n t o r b y
arbitration."26

Alabama was div ided i n t o t w o n i t e r d i s t r i c t s . The n o r t h e r n count ies
comprised D i s t r i c t No. 9 and C a p t a i n W i l l i am Gabbet t , an I r ishman f o r ‑
m e r l y r e s i d i n g in Georg ia and r e c e n t l y a Confedera te e n g i n e e r , was
p u t in charge.27 H i s d i s t r i c t seems to have included a l l count ies in
t h e immediate p r o x i m i t y of t h e Tennessee R i v e r, w h i l e W i l l i a m H . C .
P r i c e commanded t h e r e s t o f t h e s t a t e . P r a c t i c a l l y a l l t h e s a l t p e t e r
p r o d u c e d i n G a b b e t t ' s d i s t r i c t came f r o m caves, w h i l e t h e m a j o r i t y
p r o d u c e d in P r i c e ' s d i s t r i c t came f r o m d r y e a r t h underneath o l d houses
o r barns.28 A l s o i n P r i c e ' s d i s t r i c t a number o f a r t i fi c i a l n i t e r beds
were c r e a t e d in s u c h p l a c e s as Tbscaloosa, Selma, M o n t g o m e r y, and Mobi le .
In 1862, b e f o r e t h e boundaries w e r e r e d r a w n as a r e s u l t of N o r t h e r n a d ‑
vances, P r i c e d i d have w i t h i n h i s domain t h e c a v e s a l t p e t e r - b e a r i n g
count ies o f B l o u n t , Calhoun, S t . C l a i r , J e f f e r s o n , S h e l b y , and Ta l l a d e g a .
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N i t e r D i s t r i c t N o . 9

Since t h e Federa l s occupied much of Alabama n o r t h of t h e Tennessee
R iVer when t h e N i t r e B u r e a u was c r e a t e d , Cap ta in Gabbet t was n o t a b l e
to o r g a n i z e h i s d i s t r i c t u n t i l a f t e r t h e occupat ion ended, in l a t e
A u g u s t and e a r l y September 1862. By October he estab l ished h i s head ‑
q u a r t e r s a t H u n t s v i l l e , b u t b y J a n u a r y 1863 moved them t o L a r k i n s v i l l e .
Th is was a m a t t e r o f expediency s ince L a r k i n s v i l l e was j u s t a f e w m i l es
n o r t h o f S a u t a , t h e most p r o d u c t i v e s a l t p e t e r cave i n t h e s t a t e , which
was b y t h i s t ime under government supe rv i s i on . Whi le a t L a r k i n s v i l l e ,
G a b b e t t r e n t e d an o f fi c e f r o m S a r a h Ann Dillard.29

Gabbet t d i d n o t c o n s t a n t l y r ema in a t headqua r t e r s , b u t t r a v e l e d
about h i s d i s t r i c t conduc t ing n e c e s s a r y business, and made occasional
t r i p s t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t p o w d e r m i l l a t A u g u s t a , G e o r g i a . H i s d i s t r i c t
was subdiv ided under s u c h men as A l o n z o C. Ladd, J o h n D. B o r i n , H e n r y
W. Gran t land , and James M. Walke r ; a t headquar te rs h i s s m a l l s t a f f i n ‑
c luded a c l e r k , bookkeeper, a n d a number o f d i s t r i c t assistant s u p e r i n ‑
t enden ts such as C y r u s C . T. Deake and James M. Hull.3 A l s o , he a p ‑
p o i n t e d va r i ous i n d i v i d u a l s a s a g e n t s w i t h i n t h e d i s t r i c t , among them
W i l l i a m R. Rison.3l

G a b b e t t ' s o f fi c e had to keep t r a c k of t h e disbursements of t h e monies
rece ived f r o m the Confedera te t r e a s u r y . Payments were made f o r sa la r i es
o f o f fi c e employees , a g e n t s , s u b d i s t r i c t supe r in tenden ts ; f o o d and f o r ‑
age; suCh va r i ous i tems of equipment as buckets , n a i l s , k e t t l e s , c r o w
b a r s , g r i n d s t o n e s , axes , S h o v e l s , p i c k s , and hammers; l a b o r e r s and
owners o f s l a v e s ; p o t a s h ; l u m b e r ; medica l se rv i ces ; t e l e g r a m s ; a d v e r t i s ‑
i n g i n n e w s p a p e r s ; wood f o r f u e l ; cand les , t a l l o w , and beeswax; h i r e o f
m u l e s o r h o r s e s and wagons f o r h a u l i n g ; p a p e r ; and numerous o t h e r items.32
P r i v a t e n i t e r c o n t r a c t o r s s u c h a s W i l l i a m H . H e r r i n , J o h n F. R o b e r t s ,
and Mor r i s and Noble were pa id f o r t h e i r d e l i v e r i e s o f s a l t p e t e r , w h i l e
r e n t was p a i d f o r caves woflxed on governmen t accoun t , which besides Sau ta
included T r i n i t y and Eureka in Morgan County.33 In a d d i t i o n , w h i l e e x ‑
panding o p e r a t i o n s a l r e a d y i n progress a g e n t s o r s u b d i s t r i c t ass is tants
were periodically s e n t one x p l o r i n g t r i p s to l o c a t e new s a l t p e t e r ‑
b e a r i n g caves.

Mining At Sau ta

A c o m p l e t e account o f t h e a c t u a l m in i ng o p e r a t i o n a t Sau ta Cave d u r ‑
i n g 1861 ‐1863 i s n o t p o s s i b l e f r o m c o n t e n p o r a r y r e c o r d s . The combina‑
t i o n of e x t a n t o r i g i n a l documents w i t h l a t e r observat ions, however,
makes i t p o s s i b l e t o r e c o n s t r u c t a p o r t i o n o f t h e s t o r y .

A g e n e r a l d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e m i n i n g p r a c t i c e s must r e l y o n t w e n t i e t h ‑
c e n t u r y accoun ts by John R. Kennamer, S r . , of Woodvi l le, Alabama. He
s a y s t h a t t o move t h e s a l t p e t e r ‐b e a r i n g d i r t ou t o f t h e cave a tram was
b u i l t o f sweet gum p o l e s ( a b o u t 8 0 0 f e e t l o n g ) o n w h i c h t h e d i r t was
hau led " i n c a r t s d rawn b y t w o m u l e s tandem." S u p p o s e d l y, t h i s t r a m ,
wh ich was " f o u r f e e t wide, w i t h t i e s l a i d fi v e f e e t a p a r t , o n Which
wooden r u n n e r s w e r e f a s t e n e d , " had " s i d e t r a c k s a t two o r t h r e e p o i n t s . "
The d i r t was dumped " i n t o abou t fi f t y hoppe rs b u i l t n e a r t h e opening o f .
t h e c a v e . " L e a c h w a t e r was c o n v e y e d a q u a r t e r m i l e v i a " t r o u g h s " f r o m
a s p r i n g " n e a r t h e t o p " of t h e mountain. A f t e r the d i r t was leached t h e
” b e e r ” was nfixed w i t h t h e leachwa te r o f wood ashes o r p o t a s h , which
p r e c i p i t a t e d a chemical r e a c t i o n s u b s t i t u t i n g t h e po tass i um i n p o t a s h f o r
ca lc ium i n "cave s a l t p e t r e " t o f o r m p o t a s s i u m n i t r a t e . The l i q u i d was
t h e n b o i l e d i n l a r g e k e t t l e s u n t i l c r y s t a l s o f s a l t p e t e r ( n i t e r ) formed.
Then t h e c rude , o r , a s i t was c a l l e d , " g r o u g h " s a l t p e t e r , was packed i n
"boxes and b a r r e l s , hau led t o t h e r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n a t L a r k i n s v i l l e and
shipped.”35

The b u l k of t h e m i n i n g appears to h a v e t a k e n p l a c e at what is now
c a l l e d t h e "Catacombs," about 8 0 0 f e e t i n s i d e t h e cave . There t h e miners
" a c t u a l l y t u n n e l e d under t h e cave fl o o r , " t h r o u g h a cave fi l l c o n s i s t i n g
o f a " s a n d y c l a y m a t r i x c o n t a i n i n g many pebb les and c o b b l e s . " Here a p ‑
p rox ima te l y 20,765 cubic f e e t o f e a r t h was removed f r o m 435 f e e t o f
" c r i s s ‐c r o s s i n g t u n n e l s " fi v e t o e i g h t f e e t h i g h , w i t h arched c e i l i n g s ,
and t h r e e t o fi v e f e e t wide, i n t e r r u p t e d b y occasional deep t e s t p i t s .
A t one s p o t t h e miners dug benea th a huge bou lde r and b raced i t w i t h
l a r g e l o g s . This became known t o l a t e r v i s i t o r s a s t h e " J a c k R o c k . "
The e n t r a n c e was described a s o r i g i n a l l y a " r a g g e d opening " b u t was
e n l a r g e d b y b l a s t i n g t o admit l i t e r a l l y a mu le and wagon. 6
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I n t h e m i d - 1 9 3 0 8 , . G u r l e y r e s i d e n t W i l l i a m T. B e n n e t t r e c a l l e d t h a t
d u r i n g t h e war h e , Seabo rn K e e l , and fi f t e e n o t h e r men were ” s e n t w i t h
wagons and m u l e s t o Se lma t o h a u l t o t h e mine h u g e k e t t l e s w i t h which
t o b o i l down t h e n i t e r . ” A l l b u t one o f t h e s e l i e t t l e s w e r e " r o u n d and
e i g h t f e e t in diameter” whereas t h e " o d d one was ob long and about fi v e
f e e t w ide . ” However, it is n o t known if t h e s e were t h e o r i g i n a l k e t t l e s
i n u s e a t t h e c a v e o r ones t h e C o n f e d e r a t e g o v e r n m e n t p u r c h a s e d t o e x ;
pand t h e o p e r a t i o n .

I n v e n t o r y  O f  P r o p e r t y

When i n l a t e 1862 C a r l i s l e and Henderson t r a n s f e r r e d S a u t a Cave t o
t h e C o n f e d e r a t e g o v e r n m e n t , t h e y a l s o t r a n s f e r r e d 3 ,140 a c r e s " w e s t o f
t h e wagon r o a d " b e l o n g i n g t o t h e F r e n c h b r o t h e r s , ” t o g e t h e r w i t h a l l
fi x t u r e s and a p p u r t e n a n c e s . " The l a n d was i n Township fi v e , Range f o u r
E a s t , sec t ions 25 , 2 6 , 27 , 34, 35 , 24, 23 , and 1 3 , a l l on Gun te rs Moun ‑
t a i n i n what i s now M a r s h a l l C o u n t y . A t t a c h e d t o C a r l i s l e and Hender ‑
s o n '3 l e a s e was a n i n v e n t o r y w h i c h . i s g i v e n be low i n f u l l t o r e v e a l d e ‑
t a i l s about t h e o u t b u i l d i n g s , t y p e s o f equipment a v a i l a b l e , a n d s i z e o f
t h e w o r k f o r c e a t S a n t a :

1 Dwelling llouse9Afeet long, 10ft. widewith dining roomattached 24X 12with
2 br i Ik ( biuIncys
Store 33X 10N o nbed to dwel l ingwithabrick chimney.(onnter shelves 2glass
windows (9 lights), wri t ing I l Isks stoIk l o (ks on doors
Private office 14X 10Glass windows, with stove.
Dwelling Ilouse (half finished) 00 X 10, 10feet in clear
Carpenter Shop 5 work benches 50X 13feet
Black smith Shop, stone forge and chimney
'l'nol House 30X 16feet
Slaughter House 14X 14feet
Shed attached 14X 10feet
Negro houses 30X 18with floors & chimneys
Houses for Foreman Grworkmen 211X 15all floored
Negro Houses on mountain for hands getting ashes (to hold (80) sixty hands)
Stable 75X 28feet floored with plank
Mill Shed 27X 28feet attached to stable
Corn Crib and loft with Box for out feed

1 ox shed 102 X 16feet attached to Stable l o t , well watered under a good fence.
with gates and locks complete

1 Stable for 4 Riding Horses ‘20 X 12feet with loft
Stable fixtures and Box for 6 mules in cave

1 Shed for ashes
8 Large hoppersInCave to hold 40eubic yards
2 l ) ° I I N U I ! a ) I I I I

(1 Ash stands 15X 48~5 feet high
3 Beer troughs 500 gallons each
3 D" D° 200
2
l
l)

1000

Chrystulyzing troughs 16X 13feet‐10 in deep
Lot Sawcd Lumber, for Houses tanks Estimatedat 5000 feet

oles Rafters and Boards to build shed 100 X 30 feet
Linea1feet 5 X 7 Beech lumber for striugers for lurlined plane (part delivered)

1200 feet Spouts to convey water
500 Narrow Boards, 5 feet long, to line hoppers
200 ft. Plank (to wheel on)

0 Reflectors for ( a v e

300 Inbic yards of new nitrous Earth in Hoppers
300 " " " 1:.xcavate(1

Wire l'irc Baskets (to light up cave)
Fire lloes (for fumace)
Ash D°
Ilopper Pick
Shovels
Iron Scoop
DI r r i tk 61Horse Power (all (omplete)

”all Band and BloIk (for D I I ' l ’ l tk )

l a rge dump box to hoist 1 'arth 61rock
setts Irons for same
feet 1/4 in Link chain for Derrick fall
Coils Rope 1000 lbs (2 in 811%in)
Double 12in Block

1 ) “ 1 0 " " ,
Single 12 " "

II 8 II II '

Crow Bars
“and Hammers 5 lbs. ea
Striking " 9 ” "
Spalling ” 20 " "
Cast Steel Drills 5’11 " ”
lbs. Bolts. Bands 6! lron in Shop
Iron Wedges
Railroad Dump Cars
Setts ( f a r wheels, boxes or bolts
Setts Large lland car wheels
Cauldronso‐360 Calls ea
Setts Furnace Doors and grate bars
Large steam Bout Boiler front with Doors and grate Bars
piece Sheet lron for door fronts (1001bs)e
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ox drag to haul Nine from Cave to Store Room
( I r i m l s m n e
Ruck Chain (50 lbs)
Water Buckets .
Largo Low-r ( Ta r t s ‐ 7 fl. h igh ‐ 3 Intread‐Iron axle
Watt-r Cart with body [0 make dump cart
Dump Carts
wood waggon
large oil cans 1/10 1/5Gallons
Frame for Fodder
Wheel Barrows

"  f o r
Se" Bolts for car in cave
yards stom- (lelivered 6! dressed for new furnace”

Government C o n t r o l

The e i g h t o r n i n e months t h a t Sau ta Cave was o p e r a t e d b y t h e Con ‑
f edera te g o v e r n m e n t i s t h e t ime p e r i o d o f m o s t o f t h e s u r v i v i n g p r i ‑
m a r y r e c o r d s o f t h e a c t i v i t i e s t h e r e . These a r e u s u a l l y , however, i n
t h e f o r m of p a y vouchers, which, Whi le y i e l d i n g a g r e a t dea l of s p e ‑
c i fi c information about var ious a s p e c t s of t h e ope ra t i on , do n o t p r o ‑
v i d e a n e a s y fl o w i n g na r ra t i ve . I n f o r m a t i o n about p e r s o n n e l , f o o d and
f o r a g e , l i g h t i n g , medical needs, p r o c u r e m e n t o f t o o l s and p o t a s h , and
var ious miscellaneous items has been obtained f r o m these r e c o r d s .

A f t e r re l inqu ish ing t h e i r lease , C a r l i s l e a n d Henderson s t i l l occa ‑
s i o n a l l y s o l d equipment to t h e i r g o v e r n m e n t successors. In e a r l y March
t h e y p r o v i d e d an a n v i l and seven p a i r s of blacksmith t o n g s f o r t h e
”Shop at S a u t a " and " 3 6 l b s B l a s t i n g Powder” f o r "Removing r o c k in
c a v e . ” At t h e same t i m e t h e y rece ived p a y f o r h a u l i n g i r o n and t o o l s
f r o m H u n t s v i l l e a n d Rome t o t h e cave. The various t y p e s o f i r o n weighed
1,835% pounds and t h e t o o l s consisted o f t w e n t y - f o u r axes, t h i r t y - t w o
shovels, one c r o s s c u t saw, one F o r t adz, nineteen p i c k s , one Fairbanks
s c a l e s , fi v e kegs of n a i l s , fi v e hatchets, one l a r g e chain d r i l l , fi v e
c a s t s t e e l mason, r o c k , and s t r i k i n g hammers, and one bel lows. A t
Guntersv i l le on 10 J u l y 1863, t h e y s o l d 408 pounds of i r o n and two s e t s
c a r t harness f o r "manufacturing t o o l s &c at Sauta Cave" to C a p t a i n Gab‑
b e t t , b u t i t is n o t c e r t a i n these a r t i c l e s reached t h e i r dest inat ion
s ince min ing o p e r a t i o n s were then b e i n g suspended.

The g o v e r n m e n t continued t o pay Jeremiah L . and H e n r y L . F rench $200
p e r mon th r e n t f o r use of t h e cave. In a d d i t i o n to ownership t h e brothers
p r o fi t e d b y s e l l i n g var ious i tems t o t h e works. I n J a n u a r y 1863, t h e y
s o l d " 8 0 6 f e e t p l a n k f a r n i t r e Boxes" and e i g h t g a l l o n s t a r " F o r pa tch ing
t a n k s , ” and f o u r weeks l a t e r "750 f e e t Sheet ing p l a n k . " They a l s o occa ‑
s i o n a l l y h i r e d t h e i r d r a f t animals and wagons t o d o h a u l i n g a t t h e cave.40

NOTE: M r . Mar ion 0. Smith 's "The S a n t a Cave Confederate N i t e r Works”
w i l l be continued in t h e J u l y 1984 Jackson C o u n t y Chronic les.
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(1808-1896) , S u l l i v a n C o u n t y , Tennessee n a t i v e , moved w i t h h i s p a r e n t s
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L e r o y P. G r a f and R a l p h W. Haskins, ed. The Pa e r s of Andrew Johnson,
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21Lease of S a n t a Cave, C a r l i s l e and Henderson fi l e , C i t i z e n P a p e r s . In
e a r l y Oc tobe r i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t " M e s s r s . F a w c e t & C o . , ” presumable
D u n k e r l e y and assoc ia tes , w e r e making s a l t p e t e r a t S a u t a , and i t was
p r e d i c t e d t h a t "when t h e y g e t t h e i r p l a n s c o m p l e t e d , f o r r a i s i n g t h e
d i r t " t h e y w o u l d make a thousand pounds a d a y . F l o r e n c e G a z e t t e ,
O c t o b e r 2 3 , 1861. Hugh C a r l i s l e ( c . 1 8 2 8 - fl . 19005, Scot t i sh n a t i v e ,
was b e f o r e and a f t e r t h e w a r a c o n t r a c t o r and b u i l d e r o f t h e Tennessee
and Coosa Ra i l road f r o m Gadsden t o G u n t e r s v i l l e . Henderson was C a r ‑
l i s l e ' s b r o t h e r - i n ‐ l a w. Ka ther ine k ? Duncan and L a r r y J . Smi th , The
H is to r y o f M a r s h a l l C o u n t y Alabama A l b e r t v i l l e , A l a . : Thompson
P r i n t i n g : " l 9 6 § 5 , 85; 1860 Census, A l a . , M a r s h a l l , E a s t e r n D i v . , p . 1 6 ;
J o h n Knox , " R a i l s Conquered R i v e r at Hobbs I s l a n d , " D e c a t u r D a i l y ,
December 2 0 , 1964, p. 13-12. _ . . .

22Officia l Records , s e r . 4 , 2 : 2 9 ; C a r l i s l e and Henderson fi l e , C i t i z e n s
P a p e r s . The fi r m u l t i m a t e l y r e c e i v e d payment May 1 5 , 1863 .

23Selma S e n t i n e l a s quoted i n t h e C h a r l e s t o n D a i l y C o u r i e r, March 6 ,
1862. Although no names w e r e g i v e n , Sauta was one of t h e caves be ing
worked.
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24Official Records, s e r . 4,1:1054-55.

25Ibid., 1 :1108 ; 2 :594 .

26Ibid., 2 : 4 8 , 222, 83.

27Robert Manson M y e r s , e d . , The C h i l d r e n of P r i d e (New Haven and London:
Y a l e U n i v. P ress , 1972) , 1657.

28Miter‐bearing d i r t c a n be e i t h e r in n a t u r a l d r y caves or underneath
o l d b u i l d i n g s . The n i t r a t e s , acco rd ing t o one t h e o r y , a r e aided i n t h e i r
fo rma t ion b y bac te r i a . C a r o l A . H i l l , " O r i g i n o f S a l t p e t e r , " Na t iona l
S p e l e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y B u l l e t i n 4 2 ( O c t o b e r 1 9 8 1 ) : 119.

29Huntsville Confederate, October 1 5 , 1862; A n n D i l l a r d fi l e , C i t i z e n
P a p e r s .

30Alonzo C. Ladd ( b . c . 1 8 3 2 ) was an Oh io ‐ born auct ioneer f r o m H u n t s v i l l e
who d u r i n g l a t e 1862 and e a r l y 1863 was s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f s u b d i s t r i c t C ,
composed in p a r t o f M o r g a n , Winston, F rank l i n , a n d Lawrence count ies.
H e was s u p e r c e d e d b y H e n r y W. G r a n t l a n d ( b . c . 1832 ) , a n a t i v e Alabamian
f r o m M o r g a n C o u n t y , who a f t e r t h e w a r was a d r y goods merchant at Tr iana.
James M. Walker, assoc iated w i t h t h e Cave S p r i n g s , Georg ia n i t e r works
d u r i n g t h e summer o f 1862, was supe r i n t enden t o f s u b d i s t r i c t A by Septem ‑
b e r o f t h a t y e a r . C y r u s C . T. Deake, who a f t e r t h e war was a n a t t o r n e y
and c o l l e c t i a g e n t at Jonesboro, Tennessee, s e r v e d as a s s i s t a n t s u p e r ‑
in tendent atnglOO a month f r o m J u l y 1862 u n t i l h i s dismissal by Gabbett
t h e f o l l o w i n g March f o r "F raudu len t P r a c t i c e s ” . S e r v i n g in t h e same
c a p a c i t y f r o m about Sep tember 1862 u n t i l h i s d e a t h in F e b r u a r y 1864 o f
" Ty p h o i d Pneumonia" was James M. H a l l , a res iden t of Athens, Georg ia ,
whose m o n t h l y s t i p e n d r o s e f r o m $90 to $125. 1860 Census, A l a . , Madison,
C i t y o f H u n t s v i l l e , p . 40 ; (1870), T5R2W, p . l ; (1850), Morgan , Somer ‑
v i l l e D i v. No. 9 , p . 487; A . C . Ladd, H.W. Grant land , James Walker, C y r u s
C . T. Deake, J . Withers C l a y , James M. and Georgia H u l l fi l e s , Ci t izens
P a p e r s ; B r i s t o l News, M a r c h 7 , 1867; Athens S o u t h e r n Banner, F e b r u a r y 1 0 ,
1864.

3llalilliam R. Rison ( 1 8 3 7 - fl . 1899) , n a t i v e Alabama bookkeeper at t h e
N o r t h e r n Bank of Alabama in Huntsvi l le , was announced e a r l y in 1863 as
an a g e n t of N i t e r D i s t r i c t N o . 9 and was "author ized to pay t h e h i g h e s t
m a r k e t p r i c e f o r Lead, C o p p e r, S t e e l e , N i t r e , Ac id , & c . " F u r t h e r ,
" N i t r e Con t rac to rs whose p o i n t o f d e l i v e r y i s H u n t s v i l l e " were i n s t r u c t e d
to d e l i v e r to him. In 1864 he became a l ieu tenan t in t h e 4 t h Alabama
C a v a l r y , CSA, and a f t e r t h e w a r was b r i e fl y i n M i s s i s s i p p i be fo re r e ‑
t u r n i n g t o H u n t s v i l l e t o e s t a b l i s h a bank and t o s e r v e a s c o u n t y t r e a s u r e r
( c . 1 8 7 2 - 7 4 ) . H u n t s v i l l e Confederate, F e b r u a r y 4, 1863; Memorial Record
of Alabama, 2 v a l s . ( M a d i s o n , Wis.£*Brant & F u l l e r , 1893 ) , 2:470- Chat ta‑
. _ _ ’
nooga Times, October 2 3 , 1899.

32William Gabbe t t fi l e , Compiled s e r v i c e r e c o r d s of Confederate s o l d i e r s
who se rved i n o r g a n i z a t i o n s r a i s e d d i r e c t l y b y t h e Confederate g o v e r n m e n t .
N i t r e and M i n i n g Bureau. Record Group 109, Na t i ona l Archives; J . F .
M a r t i n fi l e , C i t i zens P a p e r s .

33William H . H e r r i n ( b . c . 1830 ) , a G e o r g i a - b o r n f a r m e r l i v i n g n e a r New
Hope in M a r s h a l l C o u n t y, was assoc ia ted w i t h s a l t p e t e r m i n i n g t h r o u g h o u t
t h e w a r. H i s name has been found on t h e w a l l s of t w o caves, one in M a r ‑
s h a l l and one in B l o u n t C o u n t y . E x t e n t documents a l s o associate h im a s ‑
b e i n g a l a b o r e r i n a n o t h e r M a r s h a l l C o u n t y cave n e a r p r e s e n t ~ d a y G u n t e r s ‑
v i l l e Dam. J o h n F. R o b e r t s . ( b . c . 1 8 2 5 ) was a w e l l - t o - d o Morgan C o u n t y
f a r m e r, who d u r i n g 1863, i n p a r t n e r S h i p w i t h James R a t l i f f (1824-1902,
mined a s m a l l c a v e n e a r t h a t c o u n t y ' s w e l l ‐ k n o w n Cave S p r i n g s . A l s o i n
M o r g a n C o u n t y, p o s s i b l y n e a r t h e A p p l e Grove communi ty, were t h e n i t e r
works of M o r r i s and Noble, who between May 1 0 , 1863, and June 2 5 , 1864,
de l i ve red to t h e Confederate g o v e r n m e n t 2 ,119 pounds of s a l t p e t e r . 1850
Census, A l a . , Ma rsha l l , Warrenton Bea t i n 4 l s t D i s t . , p . 488; (1860),
T6R2, p. 1 3 ; (1860), Morgan, E a s t e r n D i v . , 1 8 ; M a r i l y n S . S . Marine and
I v y d e n e S . Wa l l s , M o r a n C o u n t y, Alabama Cemeter ies ( H a r t s e l l e , A l a .
1 9 8 2 ) , 1 : 1 8 3 ; J o h n Eliey Hopkins Papers , G e o r g i a Depar tmen t o f Archives
and H i s t o r y ; W.H. H e r r i n , J . F . Rober ts , and M o r r i s and Nob le fi l e s ,
C i t i zens P a p e r s .
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3‘*A.C. Ladd fi l e , C i t i zens P a p e r s .

35John R . Kennamer, "Jackson C o u n t y ' s C i v i l War I n d u s t r y , " S c o t t s b o r o
Progressive Agez November 3, 1927; H u n t s v i l l e Times, SeptemEer 1, 1935.

36Nashville Speleonews, A p r i l 1954, p p . 8 - 9 ; December, 1954, p. 2; L e t t e r
f r o m W i l l i a m W } Varnedoe, J r . , November 5 , 1982; H u n t s v i l l e Times, S e p ‑
tember 1,  1935.

37Huntsville Times, September 1, 1935. . A d d i t i o n a l evidence regard ing
Wi l l i am T. B e n n e t t (1847 ‐1943) and S a u t a Cave has n o t been found . He
based h i s a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a Confederate p e n s i o n o n h i s F e b r u a r y 1 t o
May 1 1 , 1865 se rv i ce a s a p r i v a t e , Company G , 2 5 t h Alabama B a t t a l i o n
C a v a l r y , u n d e r C o l o n e l Lemuel G . Mead. One o f t h e k e t t l e s used a t Sau ta
i s now ( 1 9 8 3 ) i n t h e p a s t u r e a t B e n n e t t ' s o l d home p l a c e i n G u r l e y . Two
more Sau ta k e t t l e s a r e o n ano the r f a r m j u s t n o r t h o f G u r l e y . I n 1980,
a f t e r t h e U . S . F i s h and W i l d l i f e S e r v i c e pu rchased Sauta, t h e p r e v i o u s
owner, M r . H a r r y Hoover, removed t h e l a s t k e t t l e f r o m t h e cave , and it
is now presumably in Birmingham. According to a n o t h e r s t o r y , d u r i n g
t h e 19203 t h r e e bro thers , John, Emmett, and Howard H a r p e r , t o o k a f o u r
m u l e team and wagon to t h e cave and removed anfiob long k e t t l e wh ich f o r
a number o f y e a r s s a t n e a r a s p r i n g i n t h e s o u t h e r n p o r t i o n o f Boxes
Cove n e a r Sco t t sbo ro . Tombstone i n s c r i p t i o n , G u r l e y , Alabama, c e m e t e r y ;
W i l l i a m T. Bennet t , Confederate p e n s i o n a p p l i c a t i o n , A p r i l 16 , 1924,
Alabama Arch ives; J o u r n a l of S p e l e a n H i s t o r y 14 (July‐December 1 9 8 0 ) :
2 9 , 46 , 55; interv1ew Withffik. George w. Lusk, Boxes Cove, Alabama,
November 27 , 1982. ‘

38Carlisle and Henderson fi l e , C i t i z e n s P a p e r s .

391bid.

4oJ.L. French and B r o t h e r fi l e , i b i d . Jeremiah L. ( b . c . 1 8 2 8 ) and Hen ry
L. ( b . c . 1 8 3 0 ) French were Alabama-born farmers who l i v e d in "a two
s t o r y house of hewn l o g s w i t h t w o huge chimneys" in t h e h o l l o w immediate‑
ly e a s t of t h e cave. 1860 Census, A l a . , Jackson, 3 r d D i s t . , 32; John
E822, "French Farm.Has Many Ties w i t h P a s t , " Decatur Da i l y, August 9,

,  p .  B - l l o
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NEWSLETTER N0. THIRTY-SEVEN JULY 5, 1984

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION MEETING - Sunday, J u l y 15, 1984,
2 :30 p . m . , Scottsboro-Jackson County Her i tage Center, at the c o r n e r of
Houstonand Peachtree St ree ts in Scottsboro, Alabama.

Dr. David Campbell, Program Vice-President, w i l l i n t r oduce Association
members to Miss Lee Langston on Sunday, J u l y 15, 1984. Miss Langston,
a n a t i v e of Maryland, has r e c e n t l y moved to Scottsboro to assume h e r
d u t i e s as t h e fi r s t D i rec to r of t h e Scottsboro-Jackson County Her i tage
Center. Her sub jec t w i l l be p rese rv i ng o u r c u l t u r a l he r i t age - t he
way Jackson Countians dress, dr ive , d i e , weep, worsh ip , weave, b u y,
and s e l l . Howe we earn, spend, r e l a x , and go to w a r and what we read
and how we w r i t e . She w i l l h e l p us t h i n k in te rms o f t o o l s , fabr ics ,
d o l l s , doorways, music, metals, masks, boxes, beads, b o t t l e s , charms,
weapons, c o f fi n s , u t e n s i l s , p o s t e r s , v e i l s , s h i r t s , ha ts , and hand ‑
shakes. B r i n g a f r i e n d and be a p a r t o f t h i s d iscuss ion which w i l l
t ouch o n b u i l d i n g s and how t h e y can b e used t o p rese rve a l a r g e
accumulation of t rad i t i ons .

According to Association by- laws, ANNUAL DUES ARE NOW DUE AND payable to

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION REGULAR MEMBERSHIP $7.50
Mrs. Wi l l iam Thomas, Treasurer ‘
Post O f fi c e Box 305 LIFE MEMBERSHIP‘ $100.00
Scottsboro, Alabama 35768

Memorials and Honorariums at
Please p r o v i d e : d i sc re t i on o f donor a r e welcomed.
NAME ‑

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Associat ion members r e c e i v e JACKSON COUNTY
CHRONICLES q u a r t e r l y in January, A p r i l , J u l y , and October.

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

The J u l y 15, 1984, meet ing of t h e Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Associat ion
w i l l be h e l d at t h e Scottsboro-Jackson County Her i tage Center.

The idea f o r a l o c a l museum, which r e s u l t e d i n the Her i tage Center, was
conceived by o u r H i s t o r i c a l Association. Wehave c o o p e r a t e d in many of
t h e p r o j e c t s which have been undertaken, and the r e l a t i o n s h i p between

. the t w o groups has been a c lose one.

We l o o k f o r w a r d t o a good p r o g r a m w h
Campbell. Also, s ince t h i s is o u r "
b r i n g i n g homemade i c e cream and cake f o r refreshments. If y o u can

i c h w i l l be announced by Dr.

b r i n g e i t h e r a f r e e z e r o f i c e cream o r a cake, p lease l e t a member o f
o u r s o c i a l committee ( E l i z a b e t h Thomas, Rubi lee Smith, and B i l l i e
Hammer) know! Also, y o u w i l l need to b r i n g a f o l d i n g c h a i r , s i n c e
none a r e a v a i l a b l e a t t h i s t ime.

Do make a b i g e f f o r t to be at t h i s meet ing and e n j o y a good program,
a t o u r of the museum, and an i c e cream and cake social!

Anna Ruth Campbell

summer outing,'I some of us w i l l be



CONTRIBUTOR TO THIS ISSUE: MARION 0. SMITH

The A p r i l , 1984, JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES r e p u b l i s h e d t h e fi r s t h a l f
o f Mar ion 0. Smith's The Sauta Cave Confedera te N1 te r Works" which was
fi r s t pub l i shed in t h e December, 1983, Volume 29, No. 4 o f C I V I L WAR
HISTORY,

Mar ion 0 . Smi th i s a r e s e a r c h a s s o c i a t e o n t h e Papers o f Andrew Johnson
a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Tennessee, Knoxv i l l e , and a n a c t i v e c a v e e x p l o r e r .
H e spends m o s t o f h i s weekends e x p l o r i n g caves i n Jackson County and i s
p r e s e n t l y c o m p i l i n g m e t e r i a l f o r a p a p e r o n t h e s m a l l e r and/or l e s s
w e l l known c a v e s i n t h i s a r e a . H e i s i n t e r e s t e d i n a l l f a c e t s o f
Jackson County h i s t o r y b u t a d m i t s h i s f a v o r i t e i s t h i s county 's r o l e
d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War. The Assoc ia t ion is i n d e b t e d to Mr. Smi th f o r
p e r m i t t i n g t h e r e p r i n t ; t h e second i n s t a l l m e n t i s a s f o l l o w s :

THE SAUTA CAVE CONFEDERATE NITER WORKS

Mar ion 0 . Smith

GUARD COMPANY

In t h e spring and summer of 1862, "incursions of t h e enemy" d i s r u p t e d t h e
Confederacy' s s a l t p e t e r p r o d u c i n g areas, i n c l u d i n g n o r t h e r n Alabama. S t .
John, t h e N i t r e Bureau c h i e f , asked f o r and r e c e i v e d a n o r d e r " to r a i s e a
company of sixty-four men to gua rd and w o r k t h e g o v e r n m e n t n i t e r c a v e s of
N o r t h e r n Alabama" u n d e r”Captain Gabbett' 3 d i r e c t i o n . T h i s company "as f a r
a s possible" was t o b e "raised f r o m n o n c o n s c r i p t s , " and t h e p r i v a t e s t o b e
xemployed a s laborers" w e r e t o b e s o detailed a f t e r e n r o l l m e n t and would
''be e n t i t l e d t o p a y a s e x t r a d u t y men.
The men r a i s e d under t h i s o r d e r became known as the N i t r e Guard or Capta in
Young's Company and were mus te red i n t o s e r v i c e a t L a r k i n s v i l l e o n December
26, 1862, where a h e a d q u a r t e r s was ma in ta ined u n t i l A p r i l 13,1863, when
i t was moved to Sauta. D i v i ded i n t o squads, t h e c o mmpany rende red 'a
c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f s e r v i c e a s d e t a i l e d 1aborers,' 1 n a d d i t i o n t o
a r r e s t i n g deser ters , g a t h e r i n g c o n s c r i p t s , and guard ing van ious n i t e r
works such as T r i n i t y Cave in Morgan County and F o r t Payne (Man i tou)
Cave in DeKalb County. Upon t h e evacua t i on o f n o r t h Alabama d u r i n g
J u l y , 1863, t h e company a ided in "guarding and removing Government s t o r e s
and l a b o r e r s t o t h e south o f ngnessee Rive r, " where f o r a t ime i t was
headquartered at Guntersv i l le .

Dur ing i t s existence, Captain James H. Young's company had a t o t a l of 82
names on i t s r o l l s , i n c l u d i n g h imse l f , t h r e e l ieu tenants , f o u r s e r g e a n t s ,
f o u r c o r p o r a l s , and s e v e n t y p r i v a t e s . Three o f these men d i e d ; e l even
were c a p t u r e d ; t w o were4§eserters f r o m a n o t h e r r e g i m e n t and w e r e r e t u r n e d ;
and f o r t y - t w o deserted. Mbst o f t h e d e s e r t i o n s o c c u r r e d a f t e r w i t h ‑
drawa l t o t h e G u n t e r s v i l l e a rea . On ly fi v e men w e r e r e p o r t e d a s d e s e r t e r s
b e f o r e August, "1863, including J e p t h a A u s t e l l , who l e f t w h i l e at Sauta.
Some of these "deserters" l a t e r j o i n e d Co lone l Lemuel G. Mead's 2 5 t h
Alabama C a v a l r y B a t t a l i o n and o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s . James A o G a y l e ,
Lewis Hembree, and James T. Page w e r e among t h e guards who r e c e i v e d
e x t r a d u t y p a y a s l a b o r e r s a t Sauta. James H . Stephens r e c e i v e d p a y f o r
a t r i p d u r i n g l a t e December and e a r l y J a n u a r y to Tennessee to purchase
mules f o r Sauta. He bough t f o u r at $200 each f o r "working in t h e cave.'
Seaborn Keel, C a l v i n W. McCutcheon, and W i l l i a m J. Brown w e r e o t h e r
guards who a r e known to have worked at Sauta.44

WHITE LABORERS

D u r i n g t h e t w o y e a r s Sauta was mined by t h e Confederacy f o r s a l t p e t e r ,
numerous i n d i v i d u a l s l a b o r e d t h e r e i n one c a p a c i t y o r ano ther. The
t o t a l number is unknown b u t enough data e x i s t s to o b t a i n a f a i r i d e a
of t h e l a b o r s o u r c e s and t h e d i f f e r e n t d u t i e s per fo rmed. Some of t h e
l a b o r e r s , a s i n d i c a t e d above, w e r e guards o n e x t r a duty. Othe rs w e r e
f u l l - t i m e d e t a i l e d conscripts who, " i f "found o n e m i l e I f r o m t h e "works
w i t h o u t a w r i t t e n fu r l ough , w e r e " l iab le to be a r r e s t e d as a d e s e r t e r
and s e n t t o t h e n e a r e s t camp o f i n s t r u c t i o n . ' 4 5 Many more w e r e c i t i z e n s
o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t i e s who h i r e d o u t t h e i r l a b o r f o r s p e c i fi c j o b s ,
r a n g i n g f rom o n l y a few days to s e v e r a l months' dura t ion .
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WHITE LABORERS (Con t i nued )

Good_wagons and teams f o r v a r i o u s h a u l i n g j o b s were always in demand by
t h e N i t r e Bureau. In mid-October, 1862, Capta in Gabbett a d v e r t i s e d in
a H u n t s v i l l e p a p e r f o r " a few good m u l e teams, w i t h s t r o n g i r o n a x l e
wagons" f o r a " f a i r p r i c e " w i t h t h e p r o m i s e t h a t ”the d r i v e r s w i l l be
exempt f r o m s e r v i c e s in t h e field."46 P r i c e s p a i d f o r a wagon a n d t w o ‑
mule t e a m w e r e g e n e r a l l y $2.50 t o $3.00 p e r d a y ; f o r a wagon and f o u r
mule team, $5.00; f o r a wagon and one ox, $1.50; and f o r a wagon and
two oxen $3.50. The v a r i o u s i tems hauled inc luded "rock f o r a new
furnace,’ food and f o r a g e ; "furnace wood"; c u t wood on and wood ashes f r o m
Gunters Mountain; l'nitrous Ear th to mouth of cave"; and saltpeter to and
v a r i o u s s u p p l i e s f r o m t h e r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n at Larkinsville.4

The o n l y known s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s o f Sauta w h i l e u n d e r Confederate c o n t r o l
w e r e John Bate, who r e c e i v e d $100 as such d u r i n g December, 1862, and
F r e d Wright d u r i n g J u l y , 1863. 8 A s s i s t a n t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t d u r i n g
November-December was Joseph Douglass, who w i t h i n t h a t t i m e w a s s e n t
f r o m Sauta " to B i g Spr ing N i t r e Works to p r o c u r e Kettles."49 Other
s u p e r v i s o r y p e r s o n n e l i n c l u d e d M a r t i n Gavin, who was "Foreman o f miners"
d u r i n November at $1.25 p e r d a y ; J. W. Danie l , who was "Foreman of ax
hands in December at $2 er day ; and Thomas B. Jordan, who was "Fore‑
man Const ruc t ing Furnacesl d u r i n g t h e l a s t q u a r t e r o f 1862. G. H. Scruggs
s e r v e d as t h e Sauta w o r k s bookkeeper a b o u t t h e same time.50 ‑

P a r t o f t h e l o d i n g f o r Sauta miners, many o f whom w e r e I r i s h , was s u p p l i e d
b y n e a r b y c i t i z e n s . I n November, E l i z a Donovan r e n t e d beds f o r "Twenty
one l a b o r e r s a t 3 1/3 c t s Ea" p e r d a y. She boarded t w e l v e i n January
and i n e i n February because t h e r e was "no b o a r d i n g house e s t a b l i s h e d o n
Government acct." Besides t h e foreman Gav in and t h e guard C. W.
McCutcheon, these men i n c l u d e d James K e l l e y, Nathan Darah, Thomas
Cargrove, J e r e McCarty, John Lowery Ned D u f f y , Joseph Hancey, W i l l i a m
Swafford, R. P. Brannan, and James Carver. A l s o in January J o e l P.
Ledbe t te r boarded one l a b o r e r ,and d u r i n g p a r t o f t h e s p r i n g n i n e o t h e r s
w e r e lodged by Mar ia Dwyer.51

Postwar test imony revealed t h e names of o t h e r w h i t e laborers. John W.
Dulaney i s r e p o r t e d t o have worked i n the cave h a u l i n g d i r t w h i l e Morgan
Guffey ”tended to the furnace and kett les." Ex-guard Seaborn Keel,
w h i l e d i s c u s s i n g t h e same s u b j e c t , a l lowed t h a t t h e "had h o t times"
when t h e y 'boiled the d i r t f r o m the cave," add ing , 'you can imagine
what s o r t of j o b it was to s tand around these immense p o t s , and s t i r
fi r e a l l day long."52

SLAVE LABORERS

Much of t h e h e a v i e s t l a b o r at Sauta was performed by s l a v e s h i r e d f r o m
l o c a l owners. Accounts b y s u r v i v i n g w h i t e l a b o r e r s many y e a r s a f t e r t h e
w a r v a r i o u s l y est imated t h e number o f employed s l a v e s a t t w e n t y - fi v e t o
s i x t y , who dug t h e d i r t and loaded t h e mule c a r t s . Some o f these
r e p u t e d l "dug a w e l l 70 fee tdeep to determine how f a r down t h e s a l t p e t e r
extended' w i t h o u t r e a c h i n g t h e bottom.53

Names of s e v e r a l slaveowners who employed t h e i r c h a t t e l s at Sauta a r e known.
The m o s t n o t e d owner was Confederate s e n a t o r Clement C. C l a y, J r . , who
i n December, 1862, h i r e d a n u n s p e c i fi e d number 5 0 t h e works. W i t h i n a
month, however, "eleven of them had r u n o f f . " 5 Thomas B. Jordan of
Madison County was a f r e q u e n t s o u r c e o f b l a c k l a b o r f o r Sauta. Whi le h e
was c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e fu rnace h e was a i d e d b y f o u r o f h i s s l a v e s a s masons,
who earned $2 p e r day f r o m November 16 th rough December’l9, 1862. Dur i ng
t h e f o l l o w i n g January and February, Jordan h i r e d s i x t e e n and t h i r t e e n
slaves, respectively, to t h e wnrks, d u r i n g w h i c h p e r i o d many of them
r e c e i v e d "Extra time' f o r I'Sunday Labor" a t $.54 and $.66 2/3 p e r day.55
Wi th i n t h e same p e r i o d , s i x t e e n slaves be long ing to p a r t n e r s named
Grant land and McIntosh and s e v e n s laves b e l o n g i n g to B. Sanders l i k e w i s e
r e c e i v e d e x t r a t i m e a t $.63 and $.66 2/3 c e n t s p e r d a y. For June, 1863,
a lone, a t o t a l of $544.60 was p a i d to v a r i o u s owners f o r h i r e d s l a v e s at
Sauta. ‘

Slave laborers , as wou ld be expected, we re supe rv i sed by wh i tes . Two o f
t h e o v e r s e e r s f o r t h i s w e r e James B . Grant land o f Morgan County d u r i n g
A p r i l , 1863 at a d o l l a r a d a y, and James Henry B ibb dur ing t h e succeeding
t w o months.57 N o t a l l s laves, as a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d by t h e p r e s e n c e of
Jordan's b l a c k masons, performed u n s k i l l e d l a b o r. Another Negro, b e ‑
l o n g i n g t o James R . Plummer, was h i r e d a s a b l a c k s m i t h d u r i n g January
and Feb rua ry a t t h e r a t e o f t w e n t y - f o u r d o l l a r s p e r month.
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FOOD AND FORAGE

In September, 1862, Cap ta in Gabbet t s u p p l i e d t h e worke rs of h i s n i t e r
d i s t r i c t w i t h bacon, fl o u r , r i c e , s u g a r, s a l t , and soap f r o m t h e commis ‐ .
s a r y at A t lan ta , Geo rg i a . L a t e r, at Sauta and elsewhere, much of t h e
f o o d and f o r a g e was purchased f r o m l o c a l s u p p l i e r s . Dur ing t h e November‑
January p e r i o d , Douglass, Donegan and Company o f H u n t s v i l l e , James M .
Buchanan, F. E. Harris,_Thomas E. H a r r i s , and Thomas B. Jo rdan s o l d ,
r e s p e c t i v e l y , 500,175,660,100, and 95 bushe ls of c o r n at a d o l l a r p e r
b u s h e l f o r t h e subsistence of t h e Sauta labo re rs . W i th i n t h e same
p e r i o d S. F. Kennamer and David A. Ramsey hau led to Sauta "corn &
f o d d e r & W i n t e r Supplies" and c o r n l'from Maysville."59

E a r l i e r , i n l a t e October, 1862, N a s h v i l l e Malone r e c e i v e d p a y f o r
h a u l i n g t o Sauta f r o m H u n t s v i l l e "3300 l b s Bacon."60 I n December b e e f
was s u p p l i e d t o t h e l a b o r e r s b y W i l l i a m R . L a r k i n and Sarah Ann
Dillard.61 L a r k i n s o l d "9 Head L i v e C a t t l e 7360 l b s gross" and D i l l a r d
" 1 Steer f o r beef" w e i g h i n g 1200 pounds, b o t h a t 5 3/4 c e n t s p e r pound.
D u r i n g March, 1863, C a p t a i n Young s o l d t o t h e w o r k s 119 pounds o f bacon,
i n a d d i t i o n t o s u p p l y i n g 287 pounds o f "ovens and Pots" f o r h i s g u a r d
company. Two months e a r l i e r Thomas B. Jo rdan h a d a l s o s u p p l i e d o n e
hundred pounds "ovenware'l f o r "Culinary purposes.'

At v a r i o u s t imes between November, 1862, and March, 1863, E l i z a Donovan
was p a i d t o cook " fo r m ine rs a t Sauta Cave" a t t h e r a t e o f t w e l v e d o l l a r s
a month o r f o r t y c e n t s a d a y . I n a d d i t i o n , o n one occasion, she
s u p p l i e d t w e n t y - fi v e heads o f cabbage. Subsistence f o r Sauta d u r i n g
i t s fi n a l days o f o p e r a t i o n was c o l l e c t e d 2 g Alexander F inney, who was
h i r e d b y Capta in Gabbet t f o r t h a t p u r p o s e .

MEDICAL CARE

Med ica l needs f o r b o t h b l a c k and w h i t e wo rke rs a t Sauta w e r e s u p p l i e d o n
an "as need” b a s i s by D r. James M. Buchanan. Between January and May,
1863, h e made a t l e a s t n i n e t e e n v i s i t s t o t h e c a v e and o n e v i s i t t o t h e
potash works, presumably the one on Gunters Mountain. H i s t o t a l b i l l
f o r these v i s i t s came t o o n l y n i n e t y d o l l a r s . N o ment ion was made o f
t h e laborer 's a i lmen ts n e c e s s i t a t i n g these v i s i t s , b u t t h e d o c t o r
vacc ina ted twe lve men and prov ided a b o t t l e of paragoric.64

LIGHTING

Clues r e g a r d i n g t h e l i g h t i n g o f Sauta Cave can b e ob ta ined f r o m t h e i n ‑
v e n t o r y of C a r l i s l e and Henderson, which inc luded I'5 Wire F i r e Baskets"
and "6 Reflectors,'l and f r o m vouchers g i v e n to s e v e r a l i n d i v i d u a l s . Cyrus
C. T. Deake s o l d fi v e and David A. Ramsey s o l d t w o "Loads F a t Pine" at
$4 p e r l o a d d u r i n g t h e l a t t e r months of 1862, w h i l e c a v e o w n e r Jeremiah
L . French s u p p l i e d "14 l o a d s t o r c h pine'I t h e f o l l o w i n g January a t e i g h t
d o l l a r s p e r l o a d . Since Htorch pine" and " fa t pine" a r e d e fi n e d a s p i t c h
p i n e and "kindl ing wood," p o s s i b l y t h e f o r m e r was d i s t r i b u t e d a l o n g
v a r i o u s l e d g e s , cracks, and cgevasses of the c a v e w a l l w h i l e t h e l a t t e r
was used in t h e fi r e baske ts . 5

Ta l low f o r cand les t o b e used i n t h e c a v e and p r o b a b l y a l s o i n t h e v a r i o u s
o u t b u i l d i n g s was o b t a i n e d f r o m Deake and Douglass, Donegan and Company.
Deake supp l i ed 17 1/2 pounds at f o r t y c e n t s each in November, w h i l e
t h r e e months l a t e r Cap ta in Gabbe t t pu rchased 815 pounds f r o m t h e H u n t s ‑
v i l l e fi r m . A l t h o u g h t h i s 1 a t t e r l a r g e purchase was n o t s p e c i fi c a l l y
des igna ted f o r Sauta, t h e voucher was s igned a t L a r k i n s v i l l e , and i t
i s l i k e l y much of i t was u s e d at t h e cave . The impor tance of t a l l o w as
a l i g h t i n g s o u r c e at Sauta is r e v e a l e d by t h e h i r i n g d u r i n g Novembgg,
1862 of W i l l i a m Dempsey as a ''Special messenger" f o r i t s p u r c h a s e .
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ACQUISITION OF POTASH

To produce s a l t p e t e r or n i t e r , p o t a s h was needed f o r conversion of t h e
c a l c i u m n i t r a t e "beer" to po tass ium n i t r a t e . Wood ashes, mixed w i t h
abou t o n e - fi f t h o r o n e - s i x t h a s much l i m e , w e r e p laced i n hoppers and
c o n t i n u a l l y w e t t e d w i t h b o i l i n g w a t e r "un t i l a l l s o l u b l e p o t a s h dropped
out.'' Potash and ashes f o r Sauta came f r o m a v a r i e t y o f p l a c e s , b o t h
f r o m r e g u l a r c o n t r a c t o r s and f r o m c a s u a l s u p p l i e r s . A t K i n g s t o n ,
Georgia, i n June, 1863, John Bate, a s s i s t a n t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f Capta in
Gabbett s n i t e r d i s t r i c t , h i r e d " 3 n e g r o e s t o l o a d c a r w i t h Potash.”
Probably p a r t of t h i s l o a d was intended f o r Sauta because at abou t t h e
same t ime James H Stephens was s e n t as a "Special Messenger to Chat ta ‑
nooga f o r Potash.l E a r l i e r , d u r i n g October, Winston and Bro the rs w e r e
p a i d f o r "Hauling 7 boxes Potash 4000 l b s f rOm Stevenson to Sauta Cave
at 80 c e n t s p e r cwt." I t is p o s s i b l e t h a t t hese shipments w e r e f r o m
t h e g o v e r n m e n t - o p e r a t e d p o t a s h w o r k s i n Cherokee County, Georg ia , and
at Chattanooga. In January, David A. Ramsey s e n t to the Sauta works,
a p p a r e n t l y o n a one- t ime b a s i s , t h i r t y - s i x pounds o f p o t a s h a t f o r t y
c e n t s , w h i l e i n May MOrgan County, Alabama p o t a s h - c o n t r a c t o r s A l l e n
and Rose s u p p l i e d 2,6522 pounds a t fi f t y c e n t s . .

Although t h e p e r c e n t a g e is n o t known, a cons iderab le p o r t i o n o f t h e
ashes u s e d i n making s a l t p e t e r a t Sauta came from t h e works o n t h e

Cave Trac t a t o p Gunters Mountain and f r o m o t h e r l o c a l s u p p l i e r s .
Jackson County h i s t o r i a n Joh' R . Kennamer r e l a t e d i n t h e 19203 t h a t " a
g r e a t f o r c e of men and teams c l e a r e d a hundred a c r e s on t h e mountain,
and burned i n t o ashes "huge p i l e s of l o g s as h i g h as an ordinary'house."
John L . McIntosh was t h e o v e r s e e r o f Negroes a t t h i s o p e r a t i o n d u r i n g
t h e fi r s t q u a r t e r o f 1863. Addi t iona l known s u p p l i e r s between November
and March w e r e Cyrus C. T. Deake, James W. Daniel, J r . , Jeremiah L.
French, David A. Ramsey, a n d Joseph W. MCCutchen, who p r o v i d e d r e s p e c ‑
t i v e l y 65 3/4, 36%, 560 3/4, 70 3/4, and 852% bushels of ashes at
t h i r t y - fi v e t o f o r t y - fi v e c e n t s p e r bushel, a l l "For making n i t r e a t
Sauta Cave."68

MISCELLANY

A number of a r t i c l e s purchased f o r u s e at t h e Sauta works do n o t fi t
i n t o convenient c a t e g o r i e s . These miscellaneous i tems include a t i n
powder c a n f o r "Safe Keeping of Powder f o r Blasting" and fi f t e e n
pounds of l e a t h e r f o r "repairing Govt harness," b o t h supp l ied by J o e l
P. Ledbetter, and e leven pounds borax f r o m Rison and Timmons, p l u s "1
Blacksmith vice" f r o m Douglass, Donegan and Company, each f o r t h e
blacksmith shop . 69

Dur ing June, 1863, Wi l l i am D. Chaddick, a Confederate o f fi c e r on leave
in Huntsvi l le, w r o t e Capta in Gabbett t h a t ''on r e t u r n i n g home I spoke of
y o u and y o u r o p e r a t i o n s a t Sauta Cave, ( a n d ) u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y e x c i t e d
a n e n t h u s i a s t i c w i s h i n m y w i f e and a l a d y - f r i e n d o f o u r s t o v i s i t t h e
c a v e and t h e t h e works." Chaddick t h e n asked " for t h e means of g e t t i n g
f r o m t h e R. R. to t h e Cave," sugges t ing "three horses, w i t h s u i t a b l e
Saddles," to be u s e d o n l y ' for a few hours." Unfor tunate ly, i t is n o t
known if t h i s p r o j e c t e d v i s i t a c t u a l l y occurred. Mrs. Chaddick's d i a r y
m i g h t p o s s i b l y have r e c o r d e d obse rva t i ons o f interest.70

TERMINATION OF OPERATION

Although one ex-miner many y e a r s a f t e r t h e w a r i n d i c a t e d t h a t h e was
c a p t u r e d at Sauta w h i l e he worked, war t ime documents show t h a t t h e r e
was a g r a d u a l c l o s i n g o f a c t i v i t i e s a t t h e cave d u r i n g J u l y , 1863,
occasioned by t h e second Union o c c u p a t i o n of n o r t h e r n Alabama. .During
t h e fi r s t week o f t h a t month a s s i s t a n t d i s t r i c t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t James
M. H u l l used "threeA m u l e teams" to h a u l to Gadsden t h e "Government
Stores f r o m L a r k i n s v i l l e and Sauta Cave, t o a p l a c e o f s a f e t y f r o m t h e
enemy on ( t h e ) s o u t h s i d e of Tenn. River." Another document, r e f e r r i n g
to t h e same ope ra t i on , s a i d t h a t H u l l supe r in tended "the tranpmission
of s t o r e s to Gunte rsv i l l e on t h e r e t r e a t f rom Nor th Alabama." 1

The e x a c t day of the l a s t Southern a c t i v i t y at Sauta is now unknown.
Alexander Finney hau led subsistence f o r t h e works as l a t e as J u l y 24-30,
and n i t r e gua rd James A . Gayle r e c e i v e d p a y f o r "49% Days Haul ing a t
Sauta Cave i n J u l y and August" f o r moving g o v e r n m e n t p r O p e r t y t o Gunters~
v i l l e . During t h e J u l y 1 - 2 1 p e r i o d , Fred Wr i g h t , " i n charge o f Sauta
Cave," boarded at George Bennett's, w h i c h "was in t h e Enemys l i n e s where
subsistence f r o m t h e Commissary Department c o u l d n o t be f u r n i s h e d him."72
Besides t h e c e s s a t i o n o f t h e Sauta o p e r a t i o n , t h e g e n e r a l withdrawal o f
N i t r e Bureau a c t i v i t i e s i s evidenced b y t h e a c t i o n s o f John D , Bor in ,
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TERMINATION OF OPERATIONS (Con t i nued )

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f s u b d i s t r i c t B a t Stevenson. Because i t was "impracti‑
c a b l e to g e t R. Rd. Transportation," he had d u r i n g t h e fi r s t e i g h t e e n days
o f J u l y h i r e d a wagon and f o u r o x e n t o remove s a l t p e t e r and l e a d t o
Trenton, Georgia.7

Immediately a f t e r t h e r e t r e a t G u n t e r s v i l l e became h e a d q u a r t e r s o f t h e
n i n t h n i t e r d i s t r i c t . _Captain Gabbett w a s t h e r e i n p e r s o n b y J u l y 2 5
b u t o n l y remained a few days s ince he was a l s o g i v e n charge of the
e i g h t h d i s t r i c t wh ich inc luded southeastern Tennessee and n o r t h e r n
Georg ia . Throughout t h e rema inder o f t h e w a r Gabbett 's h e a d q u a r t e r s
moved f r e q u e n t l y, f r o m Chattanooga, Kingston, and Rome in Georg ia ,
b a c k i n t o Alabama a t B l u e Mbuntain ( n e a r p r e s e n t - d a y Anniston),
Mentavallo, and u l t i m a t e l y to Gainesvi l le.

AMOUNT OF SALTPETER PRODUCED

The o n l y fi g u r e f o r t h e e n t i r e wa r t ime s a l t p e t e r p r o d u c t i o n o f n o r t h e r n
Alabama shows 225,665 pounds, wh ich c o v e r s th rough t h e t h i r d q u a r t e r of
1864.74 Th is number p o s s i b l y does n o t i n c l u d e s a l t p e t e r d e l i v e r e d
b e f o r e t h e c r e a t i o n o f t h e N i t r e Bureau i n A p r i l , 1862, and o f c o u r s e
does n o t i n c l u d e t h a t produced a f t e r September, 1864. While Sauta's
t o t a l p r o d u c t i o n of s a l t p e t e r f o r t h e Confederacy is n o t known, e x t a n t
i n f o r m a t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t i t was considerable, as wou ld be expec ted
f r o m a n o p e r a t i o n employ ing s o many p e o p l e .

Between October 1 and December 17, 1861, Joseph W. Dunkerley d e l i v e r e d
to t h e Confederate ordnance o f fi c e r and Tennessee m i l i t a r y b o a r d at
Nashvi l le, at a p r i c e r a n g i n g f r o m t h i r t y to f o r t y c e n t s a pound, a
t o t a l of 16,157 pounds of n i t e r , a l l presumably made at Sauta.75 In
l a t e March, 1862, j u s t b e f o r e t h e b a t t l e of Shi loh, an a g e n t of Genera l
P i e r r e G. T. Beauregard's army bough t s i x b a r r e l s of s a l t p e t e r f r o m
C a r l i s l e and Henderson, t o t a l i n g 2,480 pounds a t s e v e n t y - fi v e c e n t s a
pound . La te r, in l a t e November, 1862, l o n g a f t e r t h e f a l l o f Nashv i l l e ,
t h e fo rmer d e s t i n a t i o n o f m o s t o f Sauta's n i t e r , and t e c h n i c a l l y when
t h e y were already o u t of business, t he same fi r m s o l d 4209 pounds to
Capta in Gabbett. 6 This was hauled by wagon to Rome, Georgia, and, it
is assumed, e v e n t u a l l y reached Augusta, t h e s i d e of t h e Confederacy's
l a r g e s t powder m i l l , wh ich f r o m mid-1862 was t h e d e s t i n a t i o n o f n e a r l y
a l l t h e n i t e r f r o m Santa and t h e n i n t h n i t e r d i s t r i c t .

Al though t h e r e a r e n o p r o d u c t i o n fi g u r e s f o r t h e p e r i o d Sauta was
government-operated, t h e amount was probab ly q u i t e h i g h . In A p r i l ,
1863, John P. P h i l l i p s , a c l e r k i n Gabbett's o f fi c e , was s e n t a s a
"special messenger w i t h ( a ) c a r l o a d of n i t r e f rom Lark insv i l le , A l a
to At lanta, Ga, and in e a r l y J u l y , P h i l l i p s was a c t i n g in t h e same
c a p a c i t y f o r a "Shipment of n i t r e to Chattanooga.'l The p r e v i o u s
month John Ba te a l s o a c t e d as a "Special messenger" f o r a "car l o a d of n i t r e '
and accompanied i t to Augusta.77 Whi le i t i s unreasonab le to assume
t h a t a l l o f t h i s s a l t p e t e r was made,at Sauta, c e r t a i n l y a l a r g e p o r t i o n o f
it was. C l e a r l y , when m i n i n g at Santa Cave closed, Alabama's s i n g l e
m o s t developed and p r o d u c t i v e s o u r c e o f s a l t p e t e r was l o s t , i l l u s t r a t i n g
o n e more example o f t h e g r o w i n g r e s o u r c e s c r i s i s o f t h e s t r u g g l i n g
Confederacy.
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HUNT'S MILL C I V I L WAR SKIRMISH
by Ann B. Chambless

On September 25, 1863, Lieutenant Ephraim Latham, commander of t he
Union 3 F i r s t Regiment, Alabama Vblunteer Cava l ry (Vedet te) and h i s
t r o o p s w e r e a t t a c k e d by Confederate f o r c e s w h i l e g u a r d i n g Hunt's Saw
M i l l .

B r i g . Gen. James D. Mbrgan, Commander of the Second Division, Reserve
Corps, headquartered in Stevenson, Alabama, made the f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t
to Major Ful ler ton, on September 26, 1863:

"Major: I have t h e honor to r e p o r t t h a t Co l . Haynes, Tenth Ohio
Cava l ry, has r e t u r n e d f r o m h i s s c o u t to Lark insv i l le , and r e p o r t s
t h a t t h e Alabamians at t h e s a w - m i l l d i d some fi g h t i n g b e f o r e aban ‑
doning the m i l l , wounding some of t h e rebe ls , b u t t h e r e was n o t t h a t
r e s i s t a n c e shown t h e r e should have been. Had such been t h e case, t h e
enemy n o doubt would have been d r i v e n o f f . The f o r c e which a t t a c k e d
Capt . Latham's Company comprised some of t h e Four th Alabama Cava l ry
(CSA Col . A l f r e d A. Russel l 's 4 t h Regiment, Alabama Cava l r y. )

Capt. Latham is in t h e mountains w i t h a b o u t h a l f of h i s company. He
says he was surrounded on t h e morn ing of t h e 25th, and c u t h i s way
o u t , l o s i n g a b o u t h a l f o f h i s men. I s h a l l i n a few days b e a b l e t o
g i v e a f u l l a c c o u n t o f t h e a f f a i r , and I hope t o make a more f a v o r ‑
a b l e r e p o r t a l t h o u g h I have h e a r d o f b u t l i t t l e t h a t i s c r e d i t a b l e
to t h e t r 0 0 p s engaged."

Three weeks e a r l i e r on September 4, 1863, Latham's Regiment had been
o u t fi t t e d p e r t h e f o l l o w i n g o r d e r f r om B r i g . Gen. John A . Garfield,
Ch ie f o f S t a f f , headquar te red in Stevenson:

"Lieutenant Ephraim Latham, commanding F i r s t Independent Company,
Alabama Volunteer Cava l ry, is ordered to r e p o r t to t h e commanding
o f fi c e r at Stevenson, who is d i r e c t e d to f u r n i s h t h e company w i t h
arms a s sson a s p o s s i b l e , when they w i l l b e posed i n t h e v i c i n i t y
o f L a r k i n s v i l l e and a long t h e l i n e o f t h e Stevenson and Huntsv i l le
Rai lroad, and do d u t y as s c o u t s u n t i l t h e y a r e fu rn ished w i t h horses.
Procure horses and equipments f o r them as soon as p o s s i b l e . Very
r e s p e c t f u l l y , yogr obedient servant , J . A . Garfield, B r i g . Gen. and
Chief of Staff."
Two days p r i o r to t h i s G a r fi e l d d ispatch, Major-General Rosecrans had
issued t h e f o l l o w i n g o r d e r t o B r i g . Gen. J . D . Mbrgan: ‘

"Send guard immediately to saw m i l l at Larkinsville. It is a valuab le
m i l l ; w i l l be v e r y useful."3

P r i o r to t h e C i v i l War, Hunt's Saw M i l l was owned and Opera ted by
David L a r k i n Hunt.4 The m i l l was l o c a t e d on gresent-day 01d L a r k i n s ‑
v i l l e Road j u s t sou th of J u l i u s Beard's home. Former Congressman
Rober t E . Jones a d v i s e d : ”Hunt's M i l l was n e a r t h e Memphis and
Charleston w a t e r tanks and b o t h obta ined t h e i r w a t e r supply f r o m a
s t r e a m in Shelton Cave. The Memphis and Charleston R a i l r o a d Company
l a i d wrought i r o n p i p e f r o m t h e cave to t h e tanks.’'
The c i r c a 1870 map on page 10 shows Hunt's Saw M i l l on t h e n o r t h edge
of t h e MECRR t r a c k and j u s t s o u t h of t h e Scottsville (Scottsboro) to
L a r k i n s v i l l e Road. The o l d r o a d f o l l o w e d t h e base o f t h e mounta in and'
r a n p a r a l l e l t o t he r a i l r o a d . A n 1865 r e p a t o f L t . John H . H u l l , 101
F i r s t U . S . Colored I n f a n t r y, s t a t e d h e had been d e t a i l e d t o "Scotts‑
borough to g u a r d w a t e r tanks and Government p r o p e r t y (depot) . " He
descr ibed t h e wafer tanks as b e i n g "one m i l e and a q u a r t e r w e s t o f
Scottsborough." Th is would p l a c e t h e w a t e r tanks and Hunt's M i l l
o n the David L . Hunt p r o p e r t y which i s now owned b y J u l i u s Beard.

Water power and r a i l r o a d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n were f a c t o r s David L . Hunt
would have considered when he loca ted the saw m i l l on h i s p r o p e r t y
between 1855 and 1860.

The September 25 1863, s k i r m i s h at Hunt's Saw M i l l d i d n o t end t h e
c a r e e r of Capt . Latham and h i s Alabama Volunteers. OnOctober 16, 1863,
Col. Wm. P, Lyon w r o t e Ma j . Gen. D . B u t t e r fi e l d : " I have t h e honor t o
r e p o r t t h a t a s e r g e a n t of Capta in Latham's Company Alabama Volunteers
sends a d i s p a t c h f r o m t h e v i c i n i t y o f L a r k i n s v i l l e t h a t a f o r c e o f
r e b e l s c a v a l r y, number unknown, a r e r e p o r t e d in Maynard's Cove and t h a t
Roddey's command a r e s a i d to be on t h e headwaters of P a i n t Rock Creek. .
A s e r g e a n t f r o m THE MILL NEAR LARKINSVILLE, who came in w i t h prisopers,
s t a t e s t h a t he was some mi les w e s t o f t h a t p lace yes te rday. . . "
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Capt . Latham's Union s c o u t s e v i d e n t l y con t i nued t o O p e r a t e f r o m t h e i r
Hunt's M i l l p o s t ass igned by Ma jo r -Genera l Rosecrans. On February 15,
1864, Brig, Gen. Morgan L . Smith repo r t ed :Eom.h i s L a r k i n s v i l l e head ‑
q u a r t e r s , hbout 1 0 a.m. y e s t e r d a y t w o o f Capta in Latham's company
w e r e a t tacked by abou t 15 bushrangers about 8 m i l e s nor thwest f rom here
and one o f them c a p t u r e d . I immed ia te l y s e n t 40 mu le -cava l ry to a r r e s t fi v e
of t h e b e s t "secesh" in t h e v i c i n i t y of t h e a t t a c k , and fi v e m o r e f r o m
the v i c i n i t y o f t h e r o b b e r y o f a Union man's house, 2 m i l e s f a r t h e r on . Th is
i s p robab l y some o r a l l o f t he same p a r t y t h a t s t o l e Genral Woods' mules.
I am expec t i ng the p a r t y back, when I w i l l r e p o r t and a w a i t orders .
Two p r i v a t e s o f Eleventh Texas Cavalry were c a p t u r e d o n Sand Mountain
about m i d n i g h t , night b e f o r e l a s t , b y t w o o f Capta in Latham's men w i t h
enc losed d i s p a t c h . 8

FOOTNOTES

1 War of t h e Rebe l l i on O f fi c i a l Records of t h e Union and Confederate
Armies, Series I, Vo l , 30, P a r t I I , p. 659

2 War of t h e R e b e l l i o n O f fi c i a l Records of t h e Union and Confederate
Armies, Ser ies I, Vo l . 30, P a r t I I I , p. 343

3War of the Rebe l l ion O f fi c i a l Records of t h e Union and Confederate
Armies, Ser ies I, Vo l . 30, P a r t I I I , p. 311

4 Persona l i n t e r v i e w w i t h Rosa Re id Bateygreat-granddaughter of David
L a r k i n Hunt. David L a r k i n H u n t ( b . 3-9-1816 in Tennessee) was enumerated
o n t h e 1850 F r a n k l i n County, Tn. census a s a s i n g l e malem w i t h p r o p e r t y
va lued a t $3000. O n October 26, 1854, David L . Hunt m a r r i e d M a r t i c i a
Shelton, (1827-1900) daughter of Shepherd Shelton f o r whom Shelton Cave
is named. The i r son, 3nhn Car ter Hunt, l i v e d in t h e o l d Hunt l o g
house o n Old L a r k i n s v i é l e Road i n t h e l a t e 18008 when h i s daughter,
Mary Hunt Kennedy Henshaw, was born .

5 Personal i n te rv iew, June 30, 1984, w i t h J u l i u s Beard. Mr. Beard
s t a t e d t h e Hunt p r o p e r t y was s o l d t o John Chandler who l a t e r s o l d
the l a n d to t h e Beards. Former Congressman Rober t E. Jones p e r s o n a l
i n t e r v i e w o n June 30, 1984. Mr. Jones s t a t e d t h e wrought i r o n p i p e
l a i d by the M&CRR in 1856 ( f o u r y e a r s b e f o r e the depot in Scottsboro
was cons t ruc ted) which c a r r i e d w a t e r f rom Shelton's Cave to w a t e r
tanks was s t i l l i n t h e g round p r i o r t o World War I I . As a r e s u l t o f
the scrap i r o n d r i v e d u r i n g t h i s war, much o f the p i p e was dug and
r e c y c l e d f o r n a t i o n a l defense p r o j e c t s . Mr. Jones a l s o s t a t e d h e had
p layed around the l imestone r o c k foundations of t he w a t e r t o w e r when
he was a c h i l d . He remembered t h e foundat ion b e i n g th ree to s i x f e e t
h i g h and about 100 y a r d s f rom the present -day 01d L a r k i n s v i l l e Road.

6 War of t h e R e b e l l i o n O f fi c i a l Records of t h e Union andConfederate
Armies, S e r i e s I, Vo l . 45, P a r t I, p. 802

7 IBID, Ser ies I, Vo l . 30, P a r t I v , pages 425-426

8 IBID, Ser ies I, Vo l . 3, P a r t I, p a g e 393-394

NOTE: The c i r c a 1870 showing Hunt’s Saw M i l l m o s t l i k e l y is a p r o d u c t
o f t h e C i v i l War and drawn b y a Federa l mapping e n g i n e e r . Th is map copy
was f u r n i s h e d y o u r E d i t o r , Ann B. Chambless, by t h e k i n d and g r a c i o u s
Mar ion 0. Smith of Kno v i l l e , Tennessee. Mr. Smith l o c a t e d t h i s map
i n t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Tennessee map c o l l e c t i o n i n Knoxvi l le .

Please n o t e t h e names o f r e s i d e n t s a l o n g t h e m a j o r roads i n u s e a t t h a t
t ime. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h e number o f widows l i s t e d a s heads
of households. This is another r e a s o n to b e l i e v e t h e map was fi r s t
c h a r t e d d u r i n g the C i v i l War. The car tOgrapher c e r t a i n l y m u s t have been
f a m i l i a r w i t h t he area t o b e a b l e t o inc lude s o many names and b e aware'
of t h e m a r i t a l s t a t u s of t h e head of t h e households. You w i l l n o t e
t h a t p r e s e n t - d a y Scot tsboro was l i s t e d a s S c o t t s v i l l e o n t h i s map and
t h a t p r e s e n t - d a y Dry Creek w a s c a l l e d Snodgrass Creek, and p r e s e n t - d a y
Jones Creek i n Jones Cove was s t i l l c a l l e d R i l e y ' s Creek anamed f o r
t h e Cherokee R i l e y f a m i l y. ) L i v e l y ' s M i l l and P h i l l i p ' s M i l l i n the' .
v i c i n i t y o f Long I s l a n d Creek i n n o r t h e a s t e r n Jackson County a r e men ‑
t i o n e d more t h a n once 5 n t h e O f fi c i a l Records c i t e d above. Another
p o i n t of i n t e r e s t on t h i s map is t h e placement of O ld Woodv i l le and
Woodv i l le S t a t i o n as w e l l as B a t Cave (present-day Cathedra l Caverns . )

Can anyone share in fo rmat ion about Tinner's M i l l on Cumberland Mountain
above L a r k i n s v i l l e a s shown_on t h i s c i r c a 1870 map???
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PAINT ROCK BRIDGE SKIRMISHES
by Ann B. Chambless

By 1862, Union and Confederate leade rs r e a l i z e d t h e army wh ich c o n t r o l l e d
t h e s o u r t h e r n r a i l r o a d s wou ld w i n t h e C i v i l War. Thus, t h e Memphis and
Charleston Ra i l road became t h e k e y to t h e e a s t - w e s t movement of t r o o p s and
sup l i e s . B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l 0 . M . M i t c h e l l c a p t u r e d Huntsv i l le , Alabama,
on p r i l 7 , 1862, and es tab l i shed Memphis and Char leston Ra i l r oad Defenses
Headquar ters there . On A p r i l 12, 1862, Genera l M i t c h e l l t r a v e l e d by t r a i n
to Stevenson, m e t w i t h no resistance, and stated, "Thus in a s i n g l e day we
have taken and now h o l d 100 m i l e s o f the g r e a t r a i l w a y l i n e o f t h e r e b e l
Confederacy." From t h a t t ime forward, t h e t w o armies v i e d to p u t each
o t h e r o u t o f o p e r a t i o n b y t e a r i n g u p t racks , b u r n i n g r a i l r o a d b r i d g e s , and
making "guer r i l l a ra ids" on t h e r a i l l i n e between H u n t s v i l l e and Stevenson.
In t h r e e y e a r s t ime, Jackson County was d r a i n e d - - of l i v e s , homes, food,
c a t t l e , stock, c r 0 p s , fence r a i l s , churches, and i t s c o u r t house. ‘

P a i n t Rock B r i d g e was a n i m p o r t a n t p o i n t o f defense and t h e scene o f th ree
m a j o r skirmishes. On t h e n i g h t of A p r i l 28 (16 days a f t e r Gen. M i t c h e l l
claimed Stevenson), t h e Tenth Wisconsin I n f a n t r y w e r e a t t a c k e d w h i l e
guard ing t h e P i n t Rock B r i d g e . The commanding s e r g e a n t , Wm. Nelson,
r e p o r t e d t o C01. A . R . Chapin:
"On t h e n i g h t o f A p r i l 28, 1862, t h e enemy's c a v a l r y ( rebe l ) , 250 s t r o n g ,
a s s i s t e d by a number o f c i t i zens , made an a t t a c k on the guard a t t h i s
b r i d g e , f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f d r i v i n g them o u t and b u r n i n g t h e s t r u c t u r e .
The i r a t t a c k was con t inued f o r more than two hours, when t h e y withdrew,
h a v i n g e n t i r e l y f a i l e d in t h e i r attempts."2

Sergeants W i l l i a m Nelson and A. H. Makimson of Company H, Tenth Regiment,
Wisconsin Volunteers w e r e h i g h l y commended f o r t h e "coolness, determination,
and b r a v e r y displayed" when t h e y "refused t h e summons to surrender, s u s ‑
t a i n e d t h e enemy's a t t a c k f o r m o r e t h a n t w o hours, and fi n a l l y drove h i m
f r o m t h e fi e l d w i t h a s e v e r e l o s s of k i l l e d and wonded" by Ma j . Gen.
0 . M . M i t c h e l l o n May 20, 1862.3

On October 19, 1863, Co l . Wm. P. Lyon, commander of t h e 1 3 t h Regiment,
Wisconsin Volunteers, s t a t i o n e d in Stevenson, r e p o r t e d to T. A. Meysenburg:
' I have t h e honor t o r e p o r t t h a t t h e r a i l r o a d t r a i n which was s e n t down t h e

Memphis and Charleston R a i l r o a d on Saturday w i t h supp l ies f o r the c a v a l r y
has returned. L t . Warren, 13 th Wisconsin, who commanded the guard, r e p o r t s
t h a t s i x c u l v e r t s and s m a l l b r i d g e s between Lark insv i l l e and Pa in t Rock
Creek were found to have been destroyed by t h e r e b e l s a l l o f wh ich were
repa i red , so t h a t the t r a i n passed o v e r them. The BRIDGE ACROSS PAINT
ROCK CREEK is p a r t i a l l y destroyed, t w o of t h e main b e n t s and t w o o t h e r s ‘
b e i n g burned. Detachments of o u r c a v a l r y a r e now s ta t i oned there."4

Another sk i rm i sh occured on A p r i l 8 , 1864, a t Pa in t Rock B r i d g e . L t . Col .
A l f r e d B . Wade, 73rd Ind iana I n f a n t r y, q u a r t e r e d a t L a r k i n s v i l l e r e p o r t e d :
"I have t h e h o n o r to r e p o r t t h a t a squad of 15 men frOm Company D of t h i s
reg imen t , unde r command o f Corp. Wm. H . Reed, m e t t h e enemy (supposed by
them t o number a t l e a s t 4 0 n e a r Pa in t Rock Br idge o n t h e 8 t h i n s t a n t . A l ‑
though s u r p r i s e d and d r i v e n back a f t e r a s h o r t c o n t e s t , y e t t h e c o r p o r a l
b r o u g h t hiSmen i n t o camp in p e r f e c t o rder, w i t h a l o s s , however, of one
man k i l l e d and one s e v e r e l y wounded. The l o s s o f t h e enemy i s unknown, b u t
r e p o r t e d b y t h e men and a c i t i z e n n e g r o t o v a r y f r o m t w o t o f o u r k i l l e d
a n d t h r e e wounded."5
On December 8, 1864, L t . Col . Wm. F. Prosser, Second Tennessee Caval ry,
q u a r t e r e d a t P a i n t Rock B r i d g e , w r o t e : " I reached t h i s p o i n t y e s t e r d a y
a b o u t 1 2 m . The b r i d g e and r a i l r o a d a s f a r a s I c o u l d see a r e a l l r i g h t .
The c o u n t r y f r o m B e l l e f o n t e h e r e w e found f u l l o f small p a r t i e s o f t h e
enemy. I c a p t u r e d a few p r i s o n e r s at Scottsborough, who w i l l go to
Stevenson w i t h t h i s d i s p a t c h . We drove a s m a l l f o r c e of r e b e l s a c r o s s
t h e c r e e k y e s t e r d a y i n o u r advance and a b o u t h a l f a n hour a f t e r w a r d t h e
enemy appeared w i t h an eng ine and a t r a i n of c a r s . We drove them back
some 2 o r 3 m i l e s , b u t s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d t h e y appeared a g a i n w i t h t h e t r a i n
and some c a v a l r y, and we ski rmished w i t h them u n t i l dark, when t h e y r e t i r e d .
I endeavored to c a p t u r e t h e na in , b u t was n o t successfu l . Roddey is r e p o r t e d
a t Hun tsv i l l e . R u s s e l l ( C o l . A . A . Russe l l o f Stevenson) has r e c r u i t e d h i s
r e g i m e n t c o n s i d e r a b l y o f l a t e , and now has f rom 700 t o 800 men. I f t h e
enemy moves some i n f a n t r y u p o n u s b y r a i l , w e may have some t rouble , b u t
we c a n do something f o r them if t hey come. I have been l o o k i n g f o r a
t r a i n down f r o m Stevenson w i t h some i n f a n t r y , b u t so f a r have heard
nothing."6
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L t . Co l . Wm. F. Prosser's f o r c e s guarded P a i n t Rock Br i dge f o r about t w o
weeks b e f o r e t h e y w e r e o rdered to j o i n Co l . Wm, J. Palmer's 1 5 t h Penn.
Cava l ry in an advance on Courtland. Prosser's fo rces were rep laced by
Second L t . Samuel C. Wagoner commanding Company G, 13 th Wisconsin.

On December 31, 1864, t h e Confederate f o r c e s of Whitecotton, Mead, and
Johnson a t t a c k e d L t . Wagoner's Company a t 4:00 a.m. The l i e u t e n a n t 3 7
men o f Company G , and one a r t i l l e r y m a n w e r e c a p t u r e d . Nineteen o f Co. G ,
t h e c a v a l r y , and Capta in John B. Kennamer's home s c o u t s escaped. The
confederatesburned and c u t t h e b r i d g e "so t h a t it f e l l i n t o t h e r i v e r "
and l e f t the g u n unsp iked b u t l'mutilated the carr iage." 7
The n e x t d a y, January 1 , 1865, B r i g . - G e n . R . 3 . Granger r e p o r t e d t o Ma jo r
Thomas, "THE BRIDGE OVER PAINT ROCK i s b e i n g r e p a i r e d and w i l l b e fi n i s h e d
tomorrow. About ha1 f_ the f o r c e s t a t i o n e d t h e r e have come i n ; t h e l i e u t e n ‑
a n t and o t h e r h a l f a r e p r o b a b l y c a p t u r e d . I have a n ample f o r c e these
now, and a competent o f fi c e r , who w i l l p roceed to e r e c t p r o p e r defenses."
That same day Col . A . O . M i l l i n g t o n , commander a t B r i d g e p o r t , r e p o r t e d ,
"Captain Wemple 1 3 t h Wisconsin Volunteer I n f a n t r y has ‘ u s t r e p o r t e d to
me t h e CAPTURE OF BLOCK HOUSE AND ENTIRE COMPANY AI PAINT ROCK BRIDGE." 8

FOOTNOTES

1 War of the Rebellion O f fi c i a l Records of t he Union and Confederate
Armies, Ser ies I, Vo l . 10, P a r t 1, p p . 641-641

2 IBID, Series I, Vo l 16, P a r t I , p. 654

IB ID , Ser ies , Vo l . 10, P a r t I , p. 655I

IBID, Ser ies I , Vo l . 30, P a r t I V, p. 487
IBID, Ser ies I , Vo l . 32, P a r t I , p. 658

I

I

I

6 IBID, Ser ies , Vo l . 45, P a r t I , p. 640

7IBID, Ser ies , Vo l . 45, P a r t I, p. 639

8 IBID, Ser ies , v01. 45, P a r t I I , p . 480
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NEWSLETTER N O . THIRTY ‐ EIGHT OCTOBER 1 9 , 1984

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL D I N N E R MEETING - O c t o b e r 2 9 , 1984
6 : 3 0 p . m . , S c o t t s b o r o H o l i d a y I n n . MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS N O W. C a l l 574 ‐ 1299
( R u b i l e e S m i t h ) , 259 ‐ 1375 ( E l i z a b e t h T h o m a s ) , o r 259 ‐ 4315 ( B i l l i e H a m m e r. )

D r . D a v i d C a m p b e l l , P r o g r a m V i c e ‐ P r e s i d e n t , i s p l e a s e d t o announce t h a t t h e g u e s t
s p e a k e r i s A labama 's m o s t f a m o u s s t o r y t e l l e r , M r s . K a t h r y n Tu c k e r Windham. M o s t
of y o u a s s o c i a t e M r s . Windham w i t h h e r f r i e n d , J e f f r e y , a n d t h e 13 Alabama,_Georgia,
a n d M i s s i s s i p p i g h o s t s . The BIRMINGHAM NEWS c a l l e d M r s . Windham " O n e o f t h e mbst
e f f e r v e s c e n t women i n a l l o f A l a b a m a . . . . O n e o f t h e p e o p l e who p r o v e t h a t l i v i n g i s
f u n a n d w r i t i n g e v e n m o r e s o . " I n a d d i t i o n t o w r i t i n g a b o u t J e f f r e y , s h e h a s w r i t t e n
a s t a t e ‐ a d o p t e d h i s t o r y t e x t b o o k , f o l k l o r e b o o k s , a n d i n c r e a s i n g l y p o p u l a r cookbooks.
H e r s t o r i e s r a n g e f r o m r i v e r s t o g h o s t s t o l o c a l h i s t o r y . THe Alabama L i b r a r y
A s s o c i a t i o n s e l e c t e d h e r ALABAMA: ONE B I G FRONT PORCH f o r i t s a n n u a l n o n fi c t i o n award.
H u n t i n g d o n C o l l e g e ( h e r a lma m a t e r ) awarded h e r a n h o n o r a r y d o c t o r a t e .

In M r s . Windham's hometown of S e l m a , A l a b a m a , t h e a u t h o r t e a c h e s S u n d a y S c h o o l c l a s s e s
a t ~ t h e C h u r c h S t r e e t U n i t e d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h , a n d s h e i s a c t i v e i n p r o m o t i n g The
Alabama Ta l e - Te l l i n ' F e s t i v a l h e l d i n Selma e a c h O c t o b e r . She c o n t i n u e s t o c o l l e c t
l o c a l h i s t o r y , f o l k l o r e , and l e g e n d s , and to photograph f a c e s a n d p l a c e s in a
c h a n g i n g S o u t h . H e r s t o r y t e l l i n g sess ions i n t r i g u e t h e y o u n g and t h e o l d and a l w a y s
e n c o u r a g e l i s t e n e r s t o r e c o g n i z e , c h e r i s h , a n d p rese rve t h e S o u t h ' s h e r i t a g e o f
f o l k t a l e s and f o l k c u s t o m s . M r s . Windham w i l l ‘ b r i n g h e r books a n d s t o r y ‐ t e l l i n '
to S c o t t s b o r o on O c t o b e r 2 9 . MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!

It is NEVER t o o l a t e to p a y y o u r 1984 D u e s . Make y o u r check t o :
JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION REGULAR MEMBERSHIP $ 7 . 5 0
M r s . W i l l i a m Thomas, T r e a s u r e r L I F E MEMBERSHIP $ 1 0 0 . 0 0
P o s t O f fi c e B o x 3 0 5 , S c o t t s b o r o , A l . 35768 ‘
P l e a s e  p r o v i d e :
NAME

ADDRESS

C I T Y STATE Z I P

J a c k s o n C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n members r e c e i v e JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES
q u a r t e r l y i n J a n u a r y , A p r i l , J u l y , a n d O c t o b e r .
_.___.__._______.,.__.____.___.____.__...__.____________.___-.____._______.___..____________.__._______.._____
THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

.Please m a r k y o u r c a l e n d a r s f o r O c t o b e r 2 9 ! O u r a n n u a l b a n q u e t w i l l b e h e l d a t 6 : 3 0
p . m . a t t h e H o l i d a y I n n i n S c o t t s b o r o . W e a r e t h r i l l e d t o announce t h a t K a t h r y n
Tu c k e r Windham ( " t h e g h o s t l a d y " ) w i l l b e o u r s p e a k e r . She i s t h e a u t h o r o f
JEFFREY AND THE 13 ALABAMA GHOSTS a n d numbers of o t h e r h i s t o r y b o o k s , g h o s t b o o k s ,
c o o k b o o k s , e t c .

The p r i c e o f t h e d i n n e r i s $ 1 0 . 0 0 , w h i c h i n c l u d e s t a x a n d t i p . P l e a s e make y o u r
r e s e r v a t i o n s b y c a l l i n g 574 ‐ 1299 ( R u b i l e e S m i t h ) , 259‐1375 ( E l i z a b e t h T h o m a s ) , o r
259 ‐ 4315 ( B i l l i e H a m m e r ) .

W e n e e d y o u r h e l p ! E l i z a b e t h T h o m a s , o u r t r e a s u r e r , a n d I h a d t o " g o t o t h e b a n k “
l a s t week b e c a u s e a g o o d l y number o f o u r members h a v e n o t p a i d t h e i r 1984 d u e s t h i s
y e a r . I k n o w t h a t i t i s a n o v e r s i g h t t h a t i s e a s y t o make , s i n c e w e d o n o t m e e t
e v e r y m o n t h ; h o w e v e r , p l e a s e c h e c k w i t h E l i z a b e t h Thomas t o s e e i f y o u r d u e s a r e p a i d !

I a m l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g a l l o f y o u a n d y o u r g u e s t s o n O c t o b e r 2 9 .

A n n a R u t h Campbe l l

AEVIRey



NEWS RELEASES: M U S E U M N E W S F R O M J A C K S O N C O U N T Y

STEVENSON RAILROAD DEPOT MUSEUM

The S t e v e n s o n R a i l r o a d D e p o t Museum, b o r n i n t h e minds o f a f e w f o r w a r d - t h i n k i n g
d e d i c a t e d i n d i v i d u a l s , i s now a w e l l ‐ o r g a n i z e d , p e r m a n e n t fi x t u r e o n t h e S t e v e n s o n
s k y l i n e . Pe rhaps i t s m o s t o u t s t a n d i n g accompl ishment is h a v i n g b e e n open f u l l t i m e ,
w h i l e s e r v i n g s e v e r a l t h o u s a n d p e o p l e who h a v e c r o s s e d t h e t r a c k s t o v i s i t . O n e d a y
i n M a y, 300 k i n d e r g a r t e n c h i l d r e n t o u r e d t h e museum, w h i l e t h e i r d i e s e l passenge r
t r a i n i d l e d o n t h e S o u t h e r n t r a c k s . The V i c t o r i a n C h r i s t m a s Te a a n d Open H o u s e
b r o u g h t f o l k s f r o m fi v e s t a t e s t o sample S t e v e n s o n h o s p i t a l i t y a n d t o m a r v e l a t t h e
o r n a m e n t l a d e n , c e i l i n g sweep ing c e d a r trée.’ A g r o u p o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l m i l i t a r y e x p e r t s ‑
T u r k s , W e s t Germans , E g y p t i a n s , a n d o t h e r s ‐ t o u r e d t h e museum a n d J a c k s o n C o u n t y t h i s
S p r i n g w h i l e on a C i v i l W a r fi e l d t r i p . M o r e recen t i y, a r chaeo logy c l a s s e s f r o m N o r t h ‑
e a s t J u n i o r C o l l e g e a n d g r o u p s o f r e t i r e d c h u r c h p e o p l e f r o m H u n t s v i l l e v i s i t e d .

D e p o t D a y s ' 8 4 b r o u g h t t h e m o s t p e o p l e i n t o S t e v e n s o n ; e s t i m a t e s f o r t h e 7 - d a y p e r i o d
r u n a s h i g h a s 5,000. F r o m r a i n b o w c o l o r e d h o t a i r b a l l o o n s , t o b l e a r y ‐ e y e d b r e a k f a s t
c o o k s , t o ' c o o h dogs t r e e i n g d u r i n g t h e p a r a d e , t h e c r o w d s w e r e t h o r o u g h l y e n t e r t a i n e d
d u r i n g what i s b e i n g c a l l e d t h e " b e s t s m a l l t o w n f e s t i v a l i n t h e S o u t h . " J u n e 1 6 - 2 2 ,
1985, w i l l see t h e f o u r t h a n n u a l e x t r a v a n g a n z a u n f o l d . Mark y o u r c a l e n d a r s , p l a n
y o u r r e u n i o n s , a n d p r a c t i c e y o u r cowch ip t h r o w i n g !

F e b r u a r y , 1984 , saw t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h e SOUTHERN L I V I N G a r t i c l e , a n d p e o p l e f r o m a l l
o v e r t h e Sou th have fl o c k e d i n , a n d were e n t h r a l l e d w i t h e v e r y e x h i b i t , e v e r y l a b e l ,
and e v e r y t w i s t a n d t u r n o f S t e v e n s o n l o r e . T h r e e new e x h i b i t s , c h a n g i n g g e n e a o l o g y
d i s p l a y s , a mode l r a i l r o a d , a n d w o r k o n t h e caboose make t h e museum new a n d i n t e r e s t i n g
t o t h e v i s i t o r who comes e v e r y week a n d t o t h e o n c e i n a l i f e t i m e v i s i t o r . The g l o r y
t h a t w i l l b e t h e r e s t o r e d F o r t H a r k e r H i s t o r i c a l P a r k i s b e g i n n i n g t o u n f o l d . D r . Randy
S m i t h i s h e a d i n g u p t h e F o r t H a r k e r R e s t o r a t i o n Ta s k F o r c e a n d w o u l d l i k e t o have t h e
a s s i s t a n c e - fi n a n c i a l , p h y s i c a l o r o t h e r w i s e - o f e v e r y S t e v e n s o n i a n a n d c o n c e r n e d
p e r s o n .

Yo u a r e i n v i t e d to become i n v o l v e d in t h e museum's l i f e . As a volunteer y o u c a n ‑
sweep cobwebs, make c o o k i e s , sew c u r t a i n s , a c t a s h o s t s f o r t h e museum o n weekends,
and o t h e r f u n t h i n g s . Yo u c a n become a F r i e n d o f t h e D e p o t - D u e s a r e o n l y $10 .00
a n n u a l l y , $100 .00 L i f e t i m e . M a i l t o S t e v e n s o n R a i l r o a d D e p o t Museum, S t e v e n s o n ,
Alabama, 35772. The museum neeaseveryone a n d a l l donations/memberships a r e t a x
d e d u c t i b l e . The museum i s march ing f o r t h i n t o i t s t h i r d y e a r and t h e b u i l d i n g i n t o
i t s 115th! ALL ABOARD f o r s '_I‘ E v E 11 §_Q_1}1__and_th_e D___E P OUT M U s E U M!

SCOTTSBORO-JACKSON HERITAGE CENTER

L o n g h o u r s a n d months o f f r u i t f u l p l a n n i n g a n d p l a i n h a r d wo rk now p r o v e " i t " was
a l l w o r t h w h i l e . The B r o w n ‐ P r o c t o r H o u s e a t t h e c o r n e r o f P e a c h t r e e a n d H o u s t o n
S t r e e t s i n S c o t t s b o r o , a s t h e nuc leus o f t h e S c o t t s b o r o ‐ J a c k s o n H e r i t a g e C e n t e r ,
w i l l s o o n c e l e b r a t e G r a n d Opening i n December, 1984 .

The t h i r d a n n u a l Cherokee F a l l F e s t i v a l was f u n a n d a s u c c e s s f u l f u n d r a i s e r f o r
t h e H e r i t a g e C e n t e r , o n O c t o b e r 1 3 a n d 1 4 .

O n November 2 0 , 1 9 8 4 , t h e C e n t e r w i l l welcome c h i l d r e n ( c o u n t y - w i d e ) t o make home ‑
made o r n a m e n t s f o r t h e C h r i s t m a s t r e e . ( A t r a d i t i o n i s i n t h e m a k i n g ! ) The
CHILDREN'S PARTY w i l l be h e l d 3 : 0 0 to 6 : 0 0 p . m . and=punch a n d c o o k i e s w i l l be s e r v e d .

THE FOUNDING FA M I L I E S AND PATRONS' CHRISTMAS PARTY w i l l t a k e p l a c e December 7, 1984 .
T h i s e v e n t w i l l b e b y i n v i t a t i o n o n l y t o t h o s e F o u n d i n g F a m i l i e s and p a t r o n s who have
fi n a n c i a l l y s u p p o r t e d t h e C e n t e r i n p a s t y e a r s . Museum B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s w i l l b e
s e r v i n g C h r i s t m a s f o o d a n d a l l t h e t r i m m i n g s f r o m 8 : 0 0 t o 1 0 : 0 0 p . m . o n December 7 .
P a r t y a t t i r e i s t h e . o r d e r o f t h e d a y.

On-December 8, 1 9 8 4 , t h e GENERAL MEMBERSHIP CHRISTMAS PARTY w i l l be h e l d f r o m 8 : 0 0 to
10 :00 p . m . A g a i n , t h i s p a r t y i s i n v i t a t i o n o n l y a n d p a r t y a t t i r e w i l l make t h e
o c c a s i o n more f e s t i v e . P l e a s e l e t i t b e known i f y o u w i s h t o s u p p o r t t h e C e n t e r
t h r o u g h g e n e r a l membership.

O n December 9 , 1984 , t h e B r o w n - P r o c t o r H o u s e w i l l b e o p e n t o t h e P u b l i c a n d w i l l
observe t h e same h o u r s as t h e F r i e n d s o f t h e L i b r a r y a n n u a l T o u r o f Homes. M o r e
a b o u t t h i s l a t e r in t h e l o c a l communication c h a n n e l s .

The S c o t t s b o r o ‐ J a c k s o n H e r i t a g e C e n t e r B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s p l a n t o move t h e e x e c u t i v e
o f fi c e s t o t h e B r o w n - P r o c t o r H o u s e p r i o r t o December 2 2 , 1984 . A f t e r t h a t t i m e , t h e
C e n t e r w i l l b e o p e n t o t h e p u b l i c w h i l e C e n t e r D i r e c t o r , L e e L a n g s t o n , d e s i g n s t h e
e x h i b i t s w h i c h c a n h o p e f u l l y b e c o m p l e t e d b y A p r i l 1 , 1985 .

The Scottsboro‐Jackson H e r i t a g e C e n t e r is a c o u n t ' museum. Donat ions and/or l o a n s
o f Jackson C o u n t y " t r e a s u r e s " a r e now b e i n g a c c g . P l e a s e c o n t a c t L e e L a n g s t o n ,
259 ‐ 2122, if y o u have q u e s t i o n s or fommitments. N “ “ ’



JACKSON COUNTY VOLUNTEERS IN MEXICAN WAR

by A n n B. Chambless

A g r o w i n g c o n v i c t i o n o f Amer i ca ' s m a n i f e s t d e s t i n y t o e x p a n d w e s t t o t h e P a c i fi c O c e a n a n d
s o u t h t o a t l e a s t t h e R i o Grande R i v e r c a r r i e d J a m e s K n o x P o l k t o t h e p r e s i d e n c y i n 1845.
P o l k a n d h i s f o l l o w e r s w e r e determined t o a c q u i r e Te x a s , O r e g o n , a n d C a l i f o r n i a .

S h o r t l y a f t e r P o l k e n t e r e d o f fi c e , M e x i c o p r o t e s t e d a g a i n s t t h e a n n e x a t i o n o f Te x a s a n d b r o k e
d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s w i t h the U n i t e d S t a t e s . I n J u l y , 1 8 4 5 , a f t e r Te x a s h a d f o r m a l l y
a c c e p t e d annexa t ion , P o l k o r d e r e d a detachment o f t h e r e g u l a r army u n d e r G e n e r a l V
Zachary Ta y l o r to t a k e p o s i t i o n on t h e Nueces R i v e r , t h e sou thwes te rn b o r d e r o f Te x a s ,
t o p r o t e c t t h e new s t a t e a g a i n s t p o s s i b l e Mexican a s s a u l t .

P o l k was n o t c o n t e n t w i t h Te x a s a n d r e a c h e d f o r C a l i f o r n i a . A t fi r s t h e t r i e d t o b u y i t ,
b u t Mex ico r e f u s e d t o s e l l . D i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s between t h e t w o c o u n t r i e s c r u m b l e d
a n d h o s t i l i t i e s moun ted .

O n J a n u a r y 1 3 , 1846, P o l k o r d e r e d G e n e r a l T a y l o r t o c r o s s t h e N e u c e s R i v e r a n d occupy
t h e l e f t b a n k o f t h e R i o Grande d e l N o r t e . T h a t w a s a n a c t o f w a r . G e n e r a l T a y l o r ' s
g u n s w e r e t u r n e d t o w a r d t h e Mexican t o w n o f M a t a m o r a s . A f t e r h a v i n g b lockaded
Matamoras , t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s c a v a l r y w a s e n g a g e d in a s k i r m i s h w i t h Mex ican f o r c e s .
O n May 1 1 , 1846, t h e w a r message was s e n t t o C o n g r e s s .

A f t e r a t h r e e day b a t t l e , S e p t e m b e r 21 ‐ 23 , 1 8 4 6 , G e n e r a l T a y l o r c a p t u r e d M o n t e r r e y .
On A u g u s t 2 0 , 1847, G e n e r a l W i n fi e l d S c o t t ' s t r o o p s overwhelmed t h e Mexican army at
Churubusco. The t r o o p s p u s h e d o n . On September 1 8 , 1847, a w h i t e fl a g came o u t f r o m
Mexico C i t y .

' O n F e b r u a r y 2 , 1848, a f o r m a l t r e a t y w a s s i g n e d . M e x i c o c e d e d Te x a s w i t h t h e R i o Grande
boundary, New Mexico ( i n c l u d i n g A r i z o n a ) , a n d U p p e r C a l i f o r n i a ( i n c l u d i n g S a n D iego ) t o
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

The U n i t e d S t a t e s a t m in ima l c o s t ‐ 1721 k i l l e d in b a t t l e o r d i e d o f wounds; 11 ,550
deaths f r o m o t h e r causes, m a i n l y disease - h a d r o u n d e d o u t h e r c o n t i n e n t a l a r e a ,
e x c e p t i n g A laska .

I n t h e s o u t h e r n s t a t e s , t h e Mexican War was p o p u l a r . The l a r g e s t p e r c e n t a g e o f
vo lun tee rs were f r o m Texas and ne ighbo r i ng s t a t e s . Alabama and Jackson C o u n t y
f u r n i s h e d many v o l u n t e e r s . When t h e excitement o f c o n q u e r i n g “The H a l l s o f
Montezumas" w a s r e p l a c e d w i t h t h e h a r d s h i p s of w a r : l a c k of f o o d , w a t e r , a n d s u p p l i e s ,
a n d d isease , s i ckness , a n d d e a t h , many v o l u n t e e r s q u i c k l y g r e w f r o m " b o y s t o m e n . "
The s t r u g g l e f o r s u r v i v a l was v e r y d i f f e r e n t o n f o r e i g n s o i l .

Among t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y , Alabama, v o l u n t e e r s was James M o n r o e Rosson , b o r n 1820,
t h e s o n o f Joseph a n d E l i z a b e t h ( R i d d l e ) R o s s o n . James M o n r o e R o s s o n k e p t a d i a r y
of h i s Mexican Wa r d a y s w h i c h numbered a l m o s t t h i r t e e n m o n t h s . The o r i g i n a l d i a r y
is owned by R o s s o n descendants l i v i n g in Te x a s . E d i t o r A n n B. Chambless, a 3 r d g r e a t ‑
g r a n d d a u g h t e r , w a s g i v e n a c o p y i n 1 9 7 5 . The f o l l o w i n g i s a b s t r a c t e d v e r b a t i m a n d
p r i n t e d w i t h o r i g i n a l R o s s o n s p e l l i n g .

DIARY OF JAMES MONROE ROSSON
1846-1847

J u l y 4 , 1846
W e l e f t M o b i l e t h i s m o r n i n g o n t h e New Yo r k . T h i s e v e n i n g w h i l e a t t h e w a r f , Ca laway
H o r t o n p u s h e d o f f a N e g r o man a n d drowned h i m d e a d . H e w a s a r r e s t e d a n d t r i e d a n d
commit ted to g a l e f o r a new t r i a l . We l e f t on t h e New Yo r k f o r B r a s o S a n t i a g o , Te x a s .
T h a t e v e n i n g w e g o a b o u t 2 5 m i l e s o n t h e B a y . The w i n d r o s e a n d w e w a s c o m p e l l e d t o
s t o p . W e l a y t h a i r 3 3 h o u r s a t a n k e r . Then w e l e f t o f f o n t h e G u l f o f Mex ico a n d
a b o u t t w o ‐ t h i r d s o f o u r b o y s w a i r s e a s i c k .

J u l y 1 1 , 1846
O n t h e 1 1 t h w e a r r i v e d a t B r a s o s S a n t i a g o . N o t i m b e r h e a r s o f a r a s I c a n s e a . T h i s
I s l a n d i s a p e r f e c t sand f o u n d a t i o n . H o u r chance f o r c o o k i n i s s t o n e c o a l e n t i r e l y .
The w a t ‐ r i s v e r y s a l t y , i n d e e d w e n e a r l y s t a r v e f o r t h e w a n t o f w a t e r .

J u l y 1 4 , 1846 ( m u s t h a v e m e a n t J u l y 1 2 )
I commenced t a k e n medison f o r t h e r u m a t i c k s p a i n e s f o r w h i c h in t w o d a y s I f e l t
g r e a t  r e l e a f .



MEXICAN WAR DIARY OFJAMES MONROE ROSSON (Continued)

J u l y 1 3 , 1846 ( S i d )
O n t h e 1 3 I g d ; p e r m i s s i o n t o g o a n d s e a t h e Te x a s R a n g e r s . I g o t o n a s m a l l S c u n e r a n d
w e n t o v e r t o R a i n t I s a b e l , t h a i r g o t a m u l e a n d w e n t o u t 1 5 m i l e s a n d f o u n d c o u s i n
G e o r g e H o g u e a n d c o u s i n James Cook. I s t a d e w i t h them t i l l n e x t m o r n i n g o f t h e 1 4 . T h a t
d a y I r e t u r n e d t o m y q u a r t e r s .

J u l y 1 7 , 1846
R a i n t o d a y f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e s i n c e w e come h e a r .

J u l y 1 8 , 1846
The s e a t i d e come o n u s t h i s e v e n i n g o n t h e 1 8 . We have t h e s e a t i d e i n a b o u t 150 y a r d s
o f h o u r t e n t s t h i s m o r n i n g . T h i r t y ‐ fi v e o n t h e s i c k r e p o r t t h i s m o r n i n g a n d many o t h e r s
o n t h e s i c k o r d e r t h a t a i r h a r d e l y a b l e f o r d u t y . I a m menden f a s t . R a i n t o d a y .

J u l y 1 9 , 1846
R a i n a l l t h e t i m e . 3 2 o n t h e s i c k r e p o r t t h i s m o r n i n g . The company a i r c o m p e l l e d t o
move t h a i r t e n t s o n t h e a c c o u n t o f w a t e r r i s e n i n them. W e moved a b o u t 4 0 , y a r d s o n a
s m a l l r i s e i n f r o n t O f o u r t e n t s . I

J u l y 2 0 , 1846
W e have o r d e r s t o fi x i n 2 h o u r s t o move t o t h e m o u t h o f t h e R i o Grande R i v e r n i n e
mi les. Wemade t h e t r i p in a s h o r t t i m e a l o n g t h e G u l f . The s i c k was l e f t to come
o n a b o a t , a s d i r e c t e d t h e y come. N ine o n t h e s i c k r e p o r t t h i s m o r n i n g . The s i c k a i r
a l l h e a r ' t h i s m o r n i n g , 1 5 o f them i n number. Today I w e n t a h u n t e n t o k i l l c r a i n s . I
d i d n o t .

J u l y 2 2 , 1846
The s i c k l i s t t h i s m o r n i n g a i r 1 5 a s g i v e n i n number.

J u l y 2 3 , 1846
They w a i r 1 2 men d e t a i l e d t h i s m o r n i n g t o g o o n t h e F a t t i g u e p a r t y u n d e r L o u t . C o l .
E a r l e G . M i l e s n e a r B u r e t e s t o c l e a n o f f a camp g r o u n d f o r t h e R e g i m e n t . I was o n e o f
t h a t p a r t y . We l e f t l a t e a n d had to wade a l l t h e way t h r o u g h mud a n d w a t e r , sometimes
shoe mouth deep - f r o m t h a t t o shoulder deep. W ea r r i v e d t h a i r j e s t a t n i g h t . ‘ The
fi r s t o f u s t h e l a s t about 1 0 o c l o c k .

J u l y 24, 1846 _ .
T h i s m o r n i n g w e g o t h o u r b r e a k f a s t a n d w e n t t o w o r k a l l hands t o c l e a n o f f t h e p a r a d e
g r o u n d s .

J u l y 25 , 1846
T h i s morn ing a l l hands a t work a g a i n t o d a y . The r e g i m e n t came o n t o d a y a l l t o t h e s i c k .
They a i r coming on t h e s team b o a t up t h e R i o Grande R i v e r . We a i r camped in a h a l f m i l e
o f t h e R i v e r , h o u r w a t e r t o paCk f r o m t h e R i v e r .

J u l y 2 6 , 1846
The s i c k a r r i v e d h e a r t o d a y a l l s a f e a n d a r e menden a s f a s t a s c o u l d b e e x p e c t e d f o r them.

J u l y 27,_1846
Tw e l v e men d e t a i l e d f r o m e a c h C a p t a i n ' s company t o c l e a n o f f a p a r a d e g r o u n d t o d r i l l o n .

J u l y 2 8 , 1846
N o d e t a i l s t o d a y . A l l hands fi x e n u p t o l i v e .

J u l y 2 9 , 1846
Parade t h i s m o r n i n g for i n p s e c t i o n o f arms.

J u l y 3 0 , 1846
A l l a t e a s e t o d a y doen a s t h e y p l e a s e .

J u l y 3 1 , 1846
G u a r d t h i s m o r n i n g p u t o u t a l l r o u n d camps t o l e a r n men how t o s t a n d g u a r d . I was
d e t a i l e d t o g o t o t h e h o r s e p i t t l e a s a n u r s e f o r 2 4 h o u r s . ‘

A u g u s t 1 , 1846
James J e t t d e p a r t e d t h i s l i f e t h i s m o r n i n g the fi r s t o f A u g u s t a b o u t 6 o c l o c k a n d was
b r o u g h t t o h i s t e n t . a n d l a d e o u t t o b e b u r i e d i n a c o f fi n . The same day d r i l l a n d
d r e s s p a r a d e t h i s e v e n i n g .

A u g u s t 2 , 1846
I n s p e c t i o n o f a rms t h i s m o r n i n g a n d d r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g . A l s o c o u g h a l o t .
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A u g u s t 3 , 1846
James R o s s o n , W. C . W i l s o n , John A u s t i l l g o t p e r m i s s i o n t o g o t o P o i n t I s a b e l t o l o o k f o r
l e t t e r s f o r t h e company. N o t knowen t h e w a y w e l o s t h o u r c o u r s e a n d w a s c o m p e l l e d t o
wade t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e w a y , w a s t e deep . I t t a k e n u s a l l d a y t o g o t h a i r . W e s t a d e
t h a i r a l l n i g h t . The n e x t morning we w e n t to t h e o f fi c e a n d t h e l e t t e r s t h a t b e l o n g
t o t h e company. Among t h e number I g o t o n e f r o m C . L . T i p t o n . ( E d i t o r ‘ s n o t e : C a l e b
L . T i p t o n o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A l a b a m a . )

A u g u s t 4 , 1846
O n t h e f o u r t h w e g o t a s m a l l s c o o n e r t o t a k e u s t o B r a s o s I s l a n d S a n t i a g o . Then
we h a d 15 m i l e s to w a l k to camp. Camp Alabama. F r o m B r a s o s we t a k e n t h e c o a s t s h o r e
6 m i l e s . Then headed f r o m t h a i r home i n t h e r a i n . Mud a n d h o l e s . Then when w e g o t
t h a i r h a d to d r i l l on t h e s t r e n g t h o f h o u r w a l k f o r t h e company 's accomodat ion as w e l l
a s  h o u r s .

A u g u s t 5 , 1846
O n t h e 5 t h L . G . Hancock. A . J . H u g g i n s , John Hancock , a n d T. A . F o r d b e d i s c h a r g e d
f r o m h o u r company. A l s o John ( l a s t name i l l e g i b l e ) w e n t i n t h e same c r o w d .
I was w i t h t h e m h e l p e n them o f f a l l t h e d a y .

A u g u s t 6 , 1846
N o t h e n done t o d a y m o r e t h a n common. J o h n W. B e r r y on a f u r l o w f o r to go home w i t h t h e
s i c k a n d t o t a k e g o o d c a r e o f them. The n a m e s o f t h e s i c k a r e B e n j a m i n S n o d g r a s s ,
A l e x a n d e r L a x t o n , A u s t i n To o n . These a i r t h e men t h a t a i r d i s c h a r g e d .

A u g u s t 7 , 1846
G o i n g home I send a l e t t e r b y John W. B e r r y t o C . L . T i p t o n . D r i l l a n d dress p a r a d e .

A u g u s t 8 , 1846
Washday f o r t h e fi r s t B a t a l i o n . C a p t . J o n e s Company w e n t 2 7 m i l e s t o g e t f r e s h w a t e r
f o r t o wash a n d b a c k i n t i m e f o r d r e s s p a r a d e .

A u g u s t 9 , 1846
h i s is a day of r e s t as i t i s Sunday. Nothen to do b u t a t t e n d r o l e c a l l m o r n i n g and n i g h t .

A u g u s t 1 0 , 1846
Nothen done i n h o u r company t o d a y b u t d r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g . I s p e n t t h e day w i t h
Cousin ( i l l e g i b l e ) Cook who d e p a r t e d t h i s l i f e a t one o c l o c k i n t h e e v e n i n g . H e made a
d u t i f u l p e r f e s s i o n a n d sed h e wanted t o g o t o r e s t . Then sed b r e t h e r n m y God a n d I a i r
goen to r e s t . Then he s a i d Mo the r I amprepa i red to meat y o u T h a i r . 0 S w e e t J e s u s I am
p r e p a i r e d t o meat a l l m y b r e t h e r n i n heaven w h a i r p a r t i n g w i l l b e n o m o r e . God p l e a s e
t a k e me, now if y o u p l e a s e d e a r J e s u s , 0 my G o d . T h i s perfession w a s made on t h e 1 0 t h
o f A u g u s t 1846 .

A u g u s t 1 1 , 1846
The b u s i n e s s o f t h e d a y i s i n s p e c t i o n o f a r m s a l l t h r o u g h t h e R e g i m e n t . I n t h e e v e n i n g
d r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e a n d b u r i a l s . T h r e e b u r i e d i n t h e R e g i m e n t .

A u g u s t 1 2 , 1846
D r i l l t w i c e a d a y a n d d r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g a t 6 o c l o c k .

A u g u s t 1 3 , 1846
Wash day t o d a y. N o d r i l l b u t i n s p e c t i o n i n t h e e v e n i n g . Joseph Thibeaux g o t a d i s c h a r g e
a n d i s gone home t o d a y .

A u g u s t 1 4 , 1846
D r i l l t w i c e a d a y o n h o u r each t i m e a n d d r e s s p a r a d e a t s i x o c l o c k i n t h e e v e n i n g 1846 .
M c D u f f ( M a l c o l m M c D u f f ) w e n t t o P o i n t I s a b e l t o l o o k f o r l e t t e r s a n d came b a c k s i n c e .
N o n e . B u r i e d 3 men t o d a y in t h e Alabama Reg imen t .

A u g u s t 1 5 , 1846
D r i l l t o d a y a n d d r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g a t s i x o c l o c k a n d i n s p e c t i o n o f a r m s .

August 1 6 , 1846
D r i l l dispensed w i t h on a c c o u n t of s i c k n e s s a n d g a v e r e l e a s e f o r t h e d a y a n d k e p t up in
t h e n i g h t o n t h e a c c o u n t o f s i c k . I a n d G . W . N e v e l s was d e t a i l e d t o g o a n d i n s p e c t t h e
R i o Grande R i v e r w h a i r t h e w a t e r was o v e r fl o w e n t o s e a . S e e w h i c h Wou ld b e t h e e a s i e s t t o
d o t o s t o p i t a t t h e r i v e r b a n k o r t o b u i l d a b r i d g e a c r o s s t h e s l o e . H o u r d e s i t i o n
( d e c i s i o n ) was t o b u i l d t h e b r i d g e . A c c o r d e n i t w a s done t o k e e p t h e Reg iment f r o m

waden a f t e r w a t e r a b o u t was te d e e p .

A u g u s t 1 7 , 1846
D r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a n d d r e s s p a r ' ‘ i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d t h e R u l e s a n d R e g u l a t i o n s r e a d
a n d s a i d a l s o t h e b r i d g e was brd lwfl ,n o r d e r .
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A u g u s t 1 8 , 1846
D r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a t 8 o c l o c k , a t 3 o c l o c k , a n d a t s i x . D r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g .
N o g a r d i n t h e d a y b u t k e p t u p i n t h e n i g h t . I a m w e l l a n d a l l o f m y men s i c k .

A u g u s t 1 9 , 1846
D r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g . D r i l l i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d d r e s s p a r a d e a t 2 o c l o c k a n d a t f o r e .
R e g i m e n t a l m u s t e r a n d d r e s s p a r a d e a g a i n a n d t h e n a speech f r o m Col . J o h n R . C o f f e y
( o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A l a b a m a ) i n r e l a t i o n t o a p e s t i s h i o n ( P e t i t i o n ) t h a t was u s e d i n
camp f o r h i m t o r e s i n e ( r e s i g n ) h i s o f fi c e a n d l e t them have a chance t o e l e c t
a n o t h e r man i n h i s p l a c e . H e g a v e them t i l l T a t t o o t o b r i n g i n t h e i r p e t i t i o n ,
a c c o r d e n i t d i d n o t come.

A u g u s t 2 0 , 1846
D r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a t 2 o c l o c k i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d a t s i x d r e s s p a r a d e . H e n r y F l i p p o e
a n d W i l l i a m Turley a n d John D i c k i s o n was d i s c h a r g e d t o d a y t o g o home. I w r i t e n l e t t e r
t o d a y t o M o t h e r a n d M r s . T i p t o n ( C a l e b L . T i p t o n ' s m o t h e r ) b y T u r l e y a n d E l i p p o e . A l s o
o n e t o T. J . Hancock a n d J . S . E u s t a c e . ( o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y , A l a b a m a . ) _

A u g u s t 2 1 , 1846
Wash t o d a y . D r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g a t 6 .

A u g u s t 2 2 , 1846
W i l l i a m T u r l e y a n d H e n r y F l i p p o e l e f t t h i s m o r n i n g a n d l e t n o p e r s o n n o i t a t a l l . They
was t o w a t e f o r John D i c k i s o n who was g o e n t o s t a r t t h a t d a y . Now i n a l l p r o b i b i l i t y
he may l a y h e a r b e f o r e he c a n g e t a chance to go a n d d i e on t h o s e men accoun t o f l e a v e n h im .
The e x c u s e t h a t W i l l i a m T u r l e y h a d t o g e t a d i s c h a r g e was a s m a l l fracture o f t h e l e f t a r m .
D r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a n d p r a c t i s e fi r e i n g o f a r m s . D r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g a t 5 .

A u g u s t 2 3 , 1846
I n s p e c t i o n o f arms a t d r e s s p a r a d e f o r t h e p e r p o s e o f noen who i n each company h a s t h a i r
arms in o r d e r . A l l d u t y l a d e a c i d e b e i n i t i s Sunday. O n l y g a r d i t i s k e p t up a l l t h e
t i m e , day a n d n i g h t t o l e a r n men t h a i r d u t y a s a s o u l g e r ( s o l d i e r ) when c a l l e d o n .

A u g u s t 2 4 , 1846
G a r d k e p t u p a l l t h e time. D r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e a l s o .

August 2 5 , 1846
G a r d k e p t u p . D r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e . John D i c k i s o n d e p a r t e d t h i s l i f e o n t h e 2 5 d a y o f
A u g u s t 1 8 4 6 , who w a s a f a i t h f u l s o u l g e r a n d t e n d e d s t r i c t l y t o h i s b u s i n e s s i n a l l cages
when he w a s a b l e a n d if he h a d a n y enemies in t h e company it was unnone to m e .
H e s a i d h e was g o e n t o d i e a n d was goen t o r e s t f o r h e f e l t t h e w i t n e s t o f h i s God
a n d t e l l m y B r o t h e r s a n d S i s t e r s t h a t I a m g o e n t o r e s t . J a m e s R o s s o n a n d John A u s t i l l
g o e s n i n e m i l e s t o make h i s c o f fi n . W e made i t a n d r e t u r n e d o n t h e same. The o r d e r i s
t o move t o t h e R i v e r t o d a y s o a s t o b e r e d y t o g o a b o a r d o f t h e s c u n e r t o C a m a r g o o n t h e
S a n J u a n R i v e r o n t h e Mex ican c i d e o p p o s i t e c i d e o f t h e R i o Grande R i v e r 1846 .

A u g u s t 2 6 , 1846
D r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e s t o p p e d f o r w e a i r o n moven e x p o d i s h i o n f r o m Camp Alabama u p t h e
R i o Grande R i v e r t o C a m a r g o . Thomas H o r n d e p a r t e d t h i s l i f e o n t h e 2 6 A u g u s t 1846
who was a f a i t h f u l s o u l g e r when a b l e a n d a t t e n d e d s t r i c t l y t o h i s d u t y i n a l l c a s e s .

Augus t 2 7 , 1846
The r e m a i n d e r o f t h e Alabama Reg iment a i r moven down t o d a y t o t h e R i v e r t o g o o n u p
to C a m a r g o . James R o s s o n a n d J o h n A u s t i l l w e n t t o d a y to t h e mouthw o f t h e r i v e r 9 m i l e s
i n t i m e t o b e r r e y h i m . I t r a i n e d i n t h e e v e n i n g v e r y h a r d w h i l e b e r r e y e n h i m a n d m o v e n .

A u g u s t 2 8 , 1846
The rema inder o f t h e Alabama Vo l u n t e e r s w e n t a b o a r d o f t h e s team b o a t B i g H a t c h e a g l e a t
t h e b r a k e o f d a y , w h i l e o n t h e way t h e w h e e l b r o k e a n d d e t a i l e d u s 2 %h o u r s . A t 7 o c l o c k
i n t h e n i g h t w e l a n d e d a t M a t a m o r a s . B y o r d e r G e n e r a l Taylor t o l e a v e t h e s i c k , t h e
s i c k o f f o r e compan ies .

A u g u s t 2 9 , 1846
A r r a n g e m e n t was made e a r l y t h i s m o r n i n g f o r t o t a k e t h e s i c k t o t h e h o r s e p i t t l e s o w e c o u l d
g e t o f f e a r l y a s p o s s i b l e , a n d a t n i n e o c l o c k i n t h e m o r n i n g w e l e f t f o r C a m a r g o andfalso
f o r e o f h o u r w e l l men g o t l e f t when t h e b o a t s t a r t e d a n d o n h o u r way u p t h e r i v e r w e
f o u n d t h e s t e a m b o a t t h a t h a d t h e M i s s i s s i p p i T r o u p s . A b o a t r u n a g r o u n d a n d o n e whee l
b r o k e . W e r u n u p a s i d e o f h e r . C a b l e d t o h e r a n d h a u l e d h e r o f f b y l a n d s o h e r t r o o p s
c o u l d g e t on d r y l a n d . Then we pushed on t i l l n i g h t t h e n c a b l e d and s t a d e a l l n i g h t .

A u g u s t 3 0 , 1846
T h i s m o r n i n g w e s t a r t e d a t t h e b r a k e o f d a y . C o n t i n u e d a l l d a y a n d a l l n i g h t . We a i r
s t i l l pushen o n w h a i r t o n i g h t w e s t o p a g a i n t o s t a y a l l n i g h t .
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S e p t e m b e r 1 , 1846 \
We landed at Camargo t o d a y a n d t h e 1 of S e p t 1846. I am v e r y s i c k w i t h t h e f e v e r a n d
s e v e r a l o f t h e b o y s a i r u n w e l l . The l , 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , & 7 I was s o s i c k f o r s e v e r a l
d a y s t h a t I d i d n o t n o t i s e n y t h i n g a t a l l n o r d i d I c a r e f o r e n y t h i n g .

S e p t e m b e r 7 , 1846
I r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r t o d a y f r o m F a t h e r a n d A . F. S e w e l l w h i c h d i d m e more g o o d t h a n a l l
t h e d o c t o r s I have h a d .

S e p t e m b e r 8 , 1846
I am menden s l o w I t h i n k t o d a y .

S e p t e m b e r 9 , 1846
I am s t i l l menden b u t v e r y week .

S e p t e m b e r 1 0 , 1846
I a m s t i l l o n t h e mend s l o w l e y t o d a y .

S e p t e m b e r 1 1 , 1846
I am s t i l l menden. I c a n e a t a l i t t l e t o d a y .

S e p t e m b e r 1 2 , 1846
I a m s t i l l menden s l o w l y .

S e p t e m b e r 1 3 , 1846
I a m t h i s m o r n i n g I t h i n k menden f a s t .

S e p t e m b e r 1 4 , 1846
I a m s t i l l r i z e n f a s t t h i s m o r n i n g . I w e n t o u t o f o u r t e n t t o t r y . t o w a l k f o r t h e
fi r s t t i m e . I n o t i s e t h a t t h i s m o r n i n g t h a t a l l t h e commishone o f fi c e r s h a d to d r i l l
u n d e r L o u t . C o l . E a r l . G a r d k e p t u p h e r e a l l t h e t i m e . D r i l l m o r n i n g a n d e v e n i n g .

S e p t e m b e r 1 5 , 1846
I am s t i l l menden, I t h i n k f a s t . G a r d k e p t up a l l t h e t i m e . Polease execu ted a n d in
a p f r o m a t i o n t h i s morn ing a n d i s t o b e k e p t u p e v e r y d a y . A good number o f h o u r boys a i r
s i c k and n o t a b l e f o r d u t y a t a l l . D r e s s p a r a d e t h i s e v e n i n g . 1 5 men was t h e s t r e n g t h
of h o u r company. The remainder is s i c k a n d n o t a b l e f o r d u t y . Th i s is t h e situation
of h o u r company.

September 1 6 , 1846
G a r d k e p t u p a l l t h e t i m e a n d p o l e a s e d r i l l t w i c e a day a n d r e g i m e n t a l d r i l l a n d d ress
p a r a d e . Becides two men detai led o u t of t h e company f o r o t h e r d u t y . I ams t i l l menden
s low. I am t a k e n no medicon t o d a y at a l l .

S e p t e m b e r 1 7 , 1846
The company is c a l l e d on t o d a y to d i g intrenchments a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t s in town so t h e y
c o u l d g a r d i t w i t h o u t m u t c h d u t y . D r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e . A s s p o k e n o f above, I a m s t i l l
menden.

S e p t e m b e r 1 8 , 1846
G a r d r e l e a s e d f o r t h e d a y b u t k e p t up in t h e n i g h t . Compan ies d r i l l i n t h e m o r n i n g .
Reg imen ta l d r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e in t h e e v e n i n g . P i c k e t g a r d i s c a l l e d f o r t o s t a n d
t h e n i g h t .

S e p t e m b e r 1 9 , 1846
O r d e r s a s spoken o f above.

S e p t e m b e r 2 0 , 1846
D r i l l i n t h e m o r n i n g b y t h e C a p t a i n s a n d i n t h e e v e n i n g b y t h e C 0 1 . a n d d r e s s p a r a d e .
G a r d k e p t u p i n t h e n i g h t .

S e p t e m b e r 2 1 , 1846
N o d r i l l i n h o u r company t o d a y o n t h e a c c o u n t o f h o u r o f fi c e r s a l l been s i c k n o t a b l e
f o r d u t y . N o d r i l l t h i s e v e n i n g b y t h e C o l . o n t h e a c c o u n t o f r a i n . G a r d r e l e a s e d i n
t h e day and k e p t u p i n t h e n i g h t .

S e p t e m b e r 2 2 , 1846
W ehave B e t a l i o n D r i l l e ve r y m o r n i n g b e f o r e b r e a k f a s t , company d r i l l a t 9 o c l o c k i n t h e
m o r n i n g a n d i n t h e e v e n i n g r e g i m e n t a l d r i l l a n d d ress p a r a d e . W e have n o o f fi c e r s a b l e
f o r d u t y . They a i r a l l at t h i s t i m e s i c k . I am a menden at t h i s t i m e f a s t . One
waggoner d e t a i l e d James Matthews.

S e p t e m b e r 2 3 , 1846
O r d e r d u t y as spoken o f a b o v e . O r d e r s to s t r i k e t e n t s to t h e g r o u n d t h e y o c c u p y a n d in
t h e e v e n i n g p l a c e them b a c k . G a r d d u t y a s spoken o f a b o v e . - We have 1 2 men a b l e f o r d u t y
a f t e r t h e g a r d i s t a k e n o f f . T h i s i s how w e s t a n d t o d a y 1846.

x . . . ~ ~ 7
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September 2 4 , 1846
D r i l l a n d i n s p e c t i o n o f o u r knapsacks .

September 2 5 , 1846
D r i l l t w i c e a d a y b y B e t a l i o n . One man d e t a i l e d t o g o o u t t o C a m a r g o t o p a t r o l f r o m
e a c h company. 30 s i c k .

September 2 6 , 1846
Company p o l e a s e t o d a y to c l e a n o f f p a r a d e g r o u n d a n d wash day a l s o . Had t h r e e
r e g i m e n t a l d r i l l s .

September 2 7 , 1846
O r d e r t o b e d r i l l e d b y h o u r company o f f i n t h e m o r n i n g . O r d e r s g i v e n f r o m h e a d q u a r t e r s
f o r g a r d t o b e k e p t u p i n t h e d a y a s w e l l a s n i g h t a n d i n t h e e v e n i n g . R e c e i v e d o r d e r s
f r o m G e n e r a l Ta y l o r t o march t o h e a d q u a r t e r s a t M o n t e r r e y . S i l a s J o n e s d e p a r t e d t h i s
l i f e on t h e 27 of September 1846 . He was a f a i t h f u l s o u l g e r a n d attended s t r i c t l y to h i s
b u s i n e s s 1846 .

September 2 8 , 1846
O r d e r s a s spoken o f above i s t h e same f o r t o d a y . Some o f o u r S i c k men came u p f r o m M a t a m o r a s
t h i s d a y on a s team b o a t 1846 .

September 2 9 , 1846
M o r n i n g d r i l l a n d e v e n i n g b y t h e companies a n d i n t h e e v e n i n g R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l . E a c h
company f u r n i s h t h e same number of men f o r g a r d e v e r y d a y and t h e o r d e r is n o t to be
countermanded at a l l f o r some companies have t w o men on f o r d u t y to w h a i r o t h e r s h a s
o n e a b l e so t h e y have p u t them on eaven . And on t h e 29 a R e l a r m a g a i n t h e y a l l t u r n e d
o u t p r o m p t l y s i c k a n d w e l l .

September 3 0 , 1846
The fi r s t t h i n g t h i s m o r n i n g t o p o l e a s e t h e i n c i d e o f h o u r t e n t s s o t h e y w o u l d b a r e
i n s p e c t i o n a n d t h e n B e t a l i o n d r i l l s o some o f u s g o t i t done i n t h e e v e n i n g . R e g i m e n t a l
d r i l l and d r e s s p a r a d e . N o t more t h a n 2 men t o l e a v e t h e company a t a t i m e t h i s a i r t h e
r u l e s w e a i r l a b o r e n u n d e r .

O c t o b e r 1 , 1846
The h e a l t h of o u r company is improven v e r y f a s t a t t h i s t i m e a n d a l l t h i n g s k e p t up as
spoken of a b o v e . The n i g h t s a i r v e r y c o o l a n d t h e d a y s a i r v e r y warm at t h i s t i m e .

O c t o b e r 2 , 1846
We g o o r d e r s t o d a y f r o m h e a d q u a r t e r s t o t a k e o r k i l l a l l armed Mexicans t h a t w e c a n fi n d
i n t h i r t y m i l e s o f a i r p l a c e . R u l e s a n d R e g u l a t i o n s a s spoken o f above.

O c t o b e r 3 , 1846
A l l t h i n g s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

O c t o b e r 4 , 1846
We r e c e i v e d o r d e r s t o d a y to be in read iness to march to M o n t e r r e y a n d s h o u l d s t a y in
r e a d i n e s s c o n s t a n t a n d b e d r i l l e d b y h o u r company o f fi c e r s .

O c t o b e r 5 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g b y L o u t . C o l . E a r l . R u l e s a n d R e g u l a t i o n s a s spoken o f a b o v e .
The h o r s e p i t t l e is f u l l o f t h e s i c k men f r o m t h e company.

O c t o b e r 6 , 1846
T h i s day was s e t a p a r t f o r wash d a y a n d t h e s o u l g e r s h a d t o wash e v e r y t h i n g t h e y h a d a n d t h e
o f fi c e r s b e l o n g e n t o t h e companies h a d t o s e a t h a t t h a i r men d i d wash e v e r y t h i n g i n o r d e r a n d
a f t e r washen t h e y d i d d r i l l u s 2 h o u r s . R u l e s a s t h e y w a i r o n y e s t e r d a y .

O c t o b e r 7 , 1846
D r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a n d d r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g . I wen t o n g a r d t o d a y f o r t h e fi r s t
t i m e sense I was s i c k . G a r d d u t y i s v e r y s t r i c t h e a r a t t h i s t i m e .

O c t o b e r 8 , 1846
D r i l l i n t h e m o r n i n g a n d g a r d m a i n t a i n i n t h e m o r n i n g a t 8 o c l o c k . New r e g u l a t i o n s ,
a c c o r d e n t o O a l d D o c t o r M o r e s d i r e c t i o n s a b o u t t h e h o r s e p i t t l e c o n c e r n s t h e s i c k t h a t
does b e l o n g to t h e Alabama Regiment . When a i r man fi n d h i m s e l f s i c k he m u s t go to t h e
D o c t o r to be examined a n d if n o t h e n is t h e m a t t e r w i t h h i m he is s e n t to h i s o f fi c e r a n d
p u t o n e x t e r y d u t y f o r t h e d a y a n d t h e n s t a n d g a r d a l l n i g h t . The e x p r e s s came t o C a m a r g o
t o d a y a n d was s t a r t e d o n u p t o M o n t e r r e y p o s t h a s t e t o h e a d q u a r t e r s w h a i r t h e h e a d o f
t h e a r m y i s s t a t i o n e d a t .
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O c t o b e r 9 , 1846
D r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a n d i n s p e c t i o n o f a r m s . B e t a l i o n d r i l l s i n t h e e v e n i n g d i r e c t l y
a f t e r r e g i m e n t a l d r i l l a n d dress p a r a d e . A g o o d e l i l y number o f h o u r company s i c k .

O c t o b e r 1 0 , 1846
Company d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g b y t h e company o f fi c e r s a n d i n t h e e v e n i n g d r i l l a n d d r e s s
p a r a d e f o l l o w s d r i l l b y L o u t . C o l . E a r l wh i l e C o l . John R . C o f f e y i s s i c k a n d some t i m e s
b y t h e c a p t a i n s . Some o f them d r i l l u s w e l l a n d some b e i n g b a d i n d r i l l .

O c t o b e r 1 1 , 1846
D r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e a n d i n s p e c t i o n o f a r m s . Sunday t h e b a l a n c e o f t h e d a y .

O c t o b e r 1 2 , 1846
Company d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g b y t h e o f fi c e r s . A r e g i m e n t a l d r i l l b y t h e c a p t a i n s o f t h e
Reg imen t . R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g d ispensed o n t h e a c c o u n t o f i t b e i n g w e t .

O c t o b e r 1 3 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a t 8 o c l o c k a n d d r i l l i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d d r e s s p a r a d e a n d t h e
o r d e r s r e d o n t h e fi e l d f o r t h e d a y f o l l o w e n a n d many o t h e r t h i n g s t w o t e d i o u s t o m e n t i o n
was r e d on t h e fi e l d concerned t h e s o u l g e r s . G a r d a p p o i n t s a t 8 oclock in t h e m o r n i n g a n d
rema ins o n u n t i l l e i g h t n e x t m o r n i n g . Two o n a n d t w o o f f . One s t a n d 8 h o u r s .

O c t o b e r 1 4 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l 1 5 m i n u t e s a f t e r r e v o l e b y L o u t . C o l . E a r l e t h i s m o r n i n g a n d t h e n 1 5
minu tes a f t e r b r e a k f a s t . Company d r i l l a n d t h e n a t 3 o c l o c k company d r i l l a n d a t 4
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e . The o r d e r s a y s w e s h a l l d r i l l fi v e h o u r s e a c h day a n d
t o d a y w e h a d t o p o l e a s e t h e s t r e e t be tween h o u r t e n t s , d i g down t h e b a n k s t o a l e v e l a n d
t a k e t h e d i r t o f f . I a m o n g a r d t o d a y a n d h a d t o h e l p p o l e a s e i n m y r e s t h o u r s a n d d r i l l .

O c t o b e r 1 5 , 1846
Companies d r i l l s t h i s m o r n i n g t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e g i m e n t a n d h a l f h o u r a f t e r b r e a k f a s t .
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l a n d a t 3 o c l o c k companies d r i l l . R e g i m e n t a l a t f o r e s o a s t o make fi v e
hours each d a y. O r d e r s t h a t no uncommishioned o f fi c e r is p e r m i t t e d to pass t h e g a r d
w i t h o u t t h e C a p t a i n ’ s name a n d t h e o f fi c e r s name o f t h e day a n d t h e o f fi c e r s name o f t h e
g a r d to show t h a t he has l e g a l pe rm ish ion to p a s s . A l s o s i c k pe rsons h a s to have t h e
C o l . name and n o o f fi c e r c a n p a s s a man o u t b u t t h e o f fi c e r o f t h e g a r d o r t h e S e r g e a n t
o f  t h e  g a r d .

O c t o b e r 1 6 , 1846
The h e a l t h of h o u r company is improven f a s t . At t h i s t i m e d r i l l i s k e p t up as spoken above.
C o l . John R. C o f f e y is s i c k at t h i s t i m e a n d L o u t . C o l . E a r l e h a s t h e command of t h e
Regiment. S i x men d e t a i l e d f r o m each company f o r g a r d d u t y and s i x men o u t of t h a t
number g o t o t o w n t o g a r d G e n e r a l P i l l a r ' s q u a r t e r s a t n i g h t .

O c t o b e r 1 7 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a n d t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e d a y d e v o t e d t o washen u n t i l d r e s s
p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d s e v e r a l o t h e r t h i n g s done b y R . G . E a r l L o u t . C01 . i n command
o f t h e Alabama Reg imen t .

O c t o b e r 1 8 , 1846
O r d e r by C o l . R. G. E a r l t h a t M a j o r B r y a n t t a k e s command f o r t o d a y a n d he d i d egcept
i t w i t h p l e a s u r e , t w o , a n d d i d c o u n t e r m a n d some o f C o l . E a r l ' s o r d e r s s o t h a t h e c o u l d
pass o u t men a n d o t h e r commishioned o f fi c e r s c o u l d p a s s p r i v e t s . C o l . E a r l ' s o r d e r s was
so s t r i c t t h a t a commisioned o f fi c e r c o u l d n o t p a s s o u t a p r i v e t . The o f fi c e r in command
of t h e Company h a d to g i v e a p r i v e t a p e r m i t . Then t h e p r i v e t h a d to t a k e it to t h e
o f fi c e r o f t h e d a y a n d g e t h i m t o s i n e i t a n d t h e n h e h a d t o t a k e i t t o t h e C01. a n d
g e t h i s ( i l l e g i b l e ) o n i t . Then h e h a d t o g o t o t h e o f fi c e r o f t h e g a r d a n d h a n d t h a t
p e r m i t t o h i m showen h e h a d l e g a l p e r m i s h i o n t o p a s s t h e g a r d l i n e .

O c t o b e r 1 9 , 1846
The r e g i m e n t was c a l l e d t o g e t h e r t h i s m o r n i n g t o h e a r t h e R u l e s a n d R e g u l a t i o n s r e a d o f
t h e A r m y r e d by t h e M a j o r o f t h e Reg iment a n d a f t e r t h a t was done C o l . E a r l made a f e w r e m a r k s
t h e Reg iment a n d t h e n w e was d i s m i s s e d t o h o u r r e s p e c t i v e o f fi c e r s a n d t h e y marched u s
i n t o h o u r b r e a k f a s t a n d t h e n i n a h a l f h o u r w e h a d t o g o a n d d r i l l a g a i n b y companies
f o u r h o u r s . A f t e r t h r e e o c l o c k w e h a d t o d r i l l a g a i n . And 1 5 m i n u t e r i s e s a n d t h e n
company d r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e . No r e s t f o r a s o u l g e r at a l l .

O c t o b e r 2 0 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g b y L o u t . C o l . E a r l a n d h a l f a f t e r e i g h t companies d r i l l a n d
h a l f a f t e r t h r e e companies d r i l l a g a i n a n d at s u n down d r e s s p a r a d e . The b a l a n c e of t h e
d a y f o r washen .
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O c t o b e r 2 1 , 1846
T h i s m o r n i n g is s e t a p a r t f o r companies to p o l e a s e t h a i r t e n t s a n d t h e n a f t e r b r e a k f a s t
companies d r i l l a n d we w a i r t h e n excused u n t i l d r e s s p a r a d e in t h e e v e n i n g on a c c o u n t of
t h e o f fi c e r s h a v e n a p a r t y i n C a m a r g o a n d n e a r l y a l l o f them g o t d r u n k .

O c t o b e r 2 2 , 1846
John R . I n g l i s h d e p a r t e d t h i s l i f e i n t h e m o r n i n g a t f o r e o c l o c k . H e h a s b e e n a f a i t h f u l
man t o h i s b u s i n e s s when a b l e . H e h a s b e e n s i c k f o r a l o n g t i m e l i n g e r i n g a b o u t . H e
d i e d v e r y s u d d e n l y a n d v e r y u n e x p e c t e d t o the c o m p a n y. When d e a t h s t r u c k h i m h e d i e d i n
fi v e m i n u t e s v e r y e a s y . H e h a d a l l t h e a t t e n t i o n n e c e s s a r y . R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s
m o r n i n g a n d cont inued. C o l . C o f f e y t a k e s command of t h e Regiment t h i s m o r n i n g I s u p p o s e .

O c t o b e r 2 3 , 1846
C o l . John R . C o f f e y t a k e s command t h i s m o r n i n g o f h i s R e g i m e n t , F i r s t A l a b a m a V o l u n t e e r s
s o C o l . E a r l i s d e f e a t e d i n h i s a r r a n g e m e n t s . E a r l d r i l l e d t h i s m o r n i n g a n d t h e n a p p o i n t e d
d r i l l a f t e r b r e a k f a s t . Wash d a y . C o l . E a r l o r d e r e d t w o men t o c u t wood f o r h i m a n d t h e
c o m i s s a r y a n d M a j o r Bryant . Two men f r o m each c o m p a n y. C o l . C o f f e y countermanded i t a n d
s a i d h e h a d n o r i t e t o o r d e r men t o c u t wood f o r h i m n o r e n y o f t h e r e s t o f t h e o f fi c e r s .
I f t h e y w a n t e d men t o g e t wood f o r t h e m t h e y w o u l d h a v e t o p a y them f o r i t i f t h e y
c h a r g e d e n y t h i n g . Col. C o f f e y h a d d r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d t o a l d t h e
men t h a t t h e y h a d b i n imposed u p o n b u t he was s i c k a n d n o t a b l e to a t t e n d to t h e m . B o y

you d o y o u r d u t y a n d I w i l l s e a y o u r i t e .

O c t o b e r 2 4 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g b y L o u t . C o l . E a r l a n d a t d r i l l h e i n f o r m e d u s t w o t h a t
t h e t w o s t r o n g e s t companies i n t h e Reg iment h a s t o s t a r t t o M o n t e r r e y o n t h e 2 g a n d t o
make a l l n e c e s s a r y ( a r ) r a n g e m e n t t h a t was c o n v i e n t f o r t h e m t o make.

O c t o b e r 2 5 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m p r n i n g a n d h a l f a f t e r n i n e o c l o c k i n s p e c t i o n o f a rms g e n e r a l y
t h r o u g h t h e Regiment t h i s Sunday. The two companies spoken of above s t a r t e d t o d a y to
M o n t e r r e y and g o t a b o u t a c r o s s t h e R i v e r a n d was o r d e r e d b a c k a t i m e t o camp. Those
two Companies w a i r C a p t . Sm i th f r o m B e n t o n ( l a t e r C a l h o u n ) C o u n t y , Alabama a n d C a p t .
Cunningham f r o m Ta l l a d e g a in wh ich i t d i d r a i s e g r e a t c o n f u s i o n amongst t h e o f fi c e r s .
They m e t a t M a j o r B r y a n t ' s t e n t a n d a p p o i n t e d a chearman o f t h e c o m m i t t e y a n d p e r c e d e d
t o bus iness a s t h e y t h o u g h t w e o u g h t t o o f wen t ahead i n p l a c e o f t h e M i s s i s s i p p i
Reg iment noen as t h e y t h o u g h t t h a t we o u g h t to o f w e n t ahead of them and w h a t
ar rangements t h e y made I am n o t a b l e to s t a t e b u t I t h i n k t h e y d i d f a i l in t h a i r
t r a n s a c t i o n s o f b u i s n e s s a n d t h e y went o n t o make a g r e a t many l e n g t h y speaches
conce rnen t h e o f fi c e r s o f h o u r Reg imen t a n d haven t h e d o c t o r s o f t h e Reg imen t . D r .
M o r e s made a l e n g t h y speech i n f a v o r o f - t h e Alabama R e g i m e n t b u t a l l i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n
b e l e a v e d b y a l l t h e o f fi c e r s t h a t t h e Alabama Reg iment d r i l l s b e t t e r t h a n e n y R e g i m e n t
i n t h e fi e l d t h a t t h e y have s e e n o f V o l u n t e e r s . I a m s o r r r y t h a t w e c o u l d n o t g o o n t o
M o n t e r r e y . I a m u n d e r t h e impress ion t h a t w e a i r a s n i g h t o M o n t e r r e y a s w e w i l l b e a b l e
t o  g e t .

O c t o b e r 2 6 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t w i c e o f m o r n i n g a n d t h e n d i s m i s s e d u n t i l f o r e o c l o c k i n t h e e v e n i n g o n t h e
a c c o u n t of r e g u l a r p o l e a s e in t h e companies. Each company h a s to p o l e a s e t h a i r camp g r o u n d
t o b e c l e a n a s p o s s i b l e . O c t o b e r t h e 2 6 1846 .

O c t o b e r 2 7 , 1846
Two R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l s each d a y . Two company d r i l l s .

O c t o b e r 2 8 , 1846
O r d e r s a s spoken o f above a s r e g a r d s fi v e h o u r s t o d r i l l each d a y .

O c t o b e r 2 9 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a n d d r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d o r d e r s r e d t o u s t h i s
e v e n i n g t h a t t h e g a r d h a d t o b e k e p t u p m o r e s t r i c t e r t h a n i t h a d b i n . O r d e r s r e d a t
d r e s s p a r a d e . We c o u l d b e m u s t e r e d i n f o r p a y o n t h e fi r s t o f November a n d f o r e a c h
company to be r e d y f o r t h a t . Reg iment h a s a l l t h i n g s in good r e p a i r f o r t h e d a y .

O c t o b e r 3 0 , 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a n d t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e d a y f o r wash d a y u n t i l d r i l l .

O c t o b e r 3 1 , 1846
T h i s m o r n i n g at n i n e o c l o c k t h e Alabama Regiment of C o l . John R. C o f f e y was m u s t e r e d in
f o r p a y . D r i l l i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d d r e s s p a r a d e .
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November  1 ,  1846
No then m o r e d o n e o f a m o r n i n g u n t i l l n i n e o c l o c k a n d t h e n g e n e r a l i n s p e c t i o n o f a rms b y
t h e P a y M a s t e r G e n e r a l . N o t h e n m o r e done u n t i l l d r e s s p a r a d e i n t h e e v e n i n g .

November 2, 1846
R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g a n d amediately a f t e r b r e a k f a s t company d r i l l a n d t h e n each
company was o r d e r e d o u t t o s h o o t a t a t a r g e t t o s e a whose company was b e s t i n t h e R e g i m e n t .
Two r o u n d s t o each man was t h e number o f s h o t s f o r h i m b e a t o r u n b e a t . When t h e t a r g e t s
was b r o u g h t in t h e y h a d a g r e a t many of t h e companies d i s o b a d e t h e o r d e r t h a t was g i v e n
t o u s , when w e s t a r t e d o u t . I t was h a r d t o t e l l w h i c h company b e a t s h o o t e n . Company
a n d R e g i m e n t a l D r i l l t h i s e v e n i n g a n d d r e s s p a r a d e .

November  3 ,  1846
Reg imen ta l d r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g u n d e r L o u t . C o l . E a r l e ' s command f o r t h e d a y . The shoo ten
a i r s t i l l c o n t i n u e d t o d a y a s t o l e a r n who w i l l b e e t . N o man a l l o w e d t o s h o o t more t h a n
2 s h o t s . If it f o u n d o u t t h a t a n y man s h o o t s m o r e t h a n 2 s h o t s t h e company is t h e fi r s t
company b e a t . R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d d r e s s p a r a d e . C a p t . R . W. J o n e s

a r r i v e d t o d a y f r o m home. J o s e p h M a s o n , W i l l i a m C o f f e e , a n d John B . H o g a n f r o m t h e
h o r s e p i t t l e .

November 4, 1846
P o l e a s i n g t h i s m o r n i n g o f t h e t e n t s o n g e n e r a l p o l e a s e and a f t e r p o l e a s e , company d r i l l
a n d i n t h e e v e n i n g R e g i m e n t a l d r i l l a n d d r e s s p a r a d e . Ta r g e t s h o o t e n b e t w e e n t h e d r i l l s .

November 5,  1846
The same d u t y done t o d a y t h a t was done y e s t e r d a y.

November 6, 1846
O r d e r s a s was spoken o f a b o v e .

November  7 ,  1846
O r d e r s a s was spoken o f a b o v e . P o l e a s e added.

November 8,  1846
I n s p e c t i o n o f arms and r e v i e w. Nothen more done f o r t h e d a y.

November 9, 1846 _
O r d e r s a s spoken o f above t o d a y .

November 1 0 , 1846
O r d e r s a s spoken o f above f o r t o d a y .

November 1 1 , 1846
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e f o r t o d a y 1846 .

November 1 2 , 1846
O r d e r s a s spoken o f above f o r t o d a y .

November 1 3 , 1846
O r d e r s as spoken o f above f o r t o d a y . W i l l i a m C a r r d e p a r t e d t h i s l i f e on t h e 13 November.

November 1 4 , 1846
W e a i r a l l s t i l l d r i l l e d f o r e t i m e s each d a y .

November 1 5 , 1846
N o t h e n done t o d a y o n t h e a c c o u n t o f s o mutch d u s t b l o w e n . I t was s o t h i c k t h a t a man
c o u l d n o t b e s e e n f o r t y y a r d s .

November 1 6 , 1846
D r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g b y L o u t . C o l . E a r l e . G e n e r a l P i l l a r came t h a i r and o r d e r e d t h e
Alabama Reg imen t o n t h e fi e l d f o r d r i l l a t f o r e o c l o c k a n d a l l t h i n g s i n r e d i n e s s . The
o r d e r s a i r s t r i c t e r t h a n t h e y h a v e e v e r b e e n b e f o r e . Orde red t h a t e a c h r e s p e c t i v e C a p t a i n
i n t h e Regiment s h o u l d have t h a i r r o l e c a l l e d e v e r y t w o h o u r s i n t h e d a y a n d c o n t i n u e d
e a c h d a y u n t i l l it is countermanded by h e a d q u a r t e r s . T h i s e v e n i n g t h e Te n n e s s e e

a n d A labama Reg iments d r i l l e d t o g e t h e r to l e a r n who was t h e b e s t o f fi c e r s in t h e Reg imen t .

November 1 7 , 1846
O r d e r s a s s p o k e n o f above t o d a y .

N o v e m b e r 1 8 , 1846
N o t h e n d o n e t o d a y o n t h e accoun t o f a N o r t h e r n t a c o n p l a c e . O l e g a r d k e p t u p a l l t h e t i m e .

N o v e m b e r 1 0 , 1 8 4 6
h r i l l s as spoken above f o r e t i m e s each d a y . S i x companies of r e g u l a r t r o o p s l e f t f o r

T n m p i fi h today b y l a n d w i t h a t r a i n .
~ N ’ V
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November 2 0 , 1846
M o r n i n g a n d e v e n i n g d r i l l . The b a l a n c e o f t h e d a y f o r wash d a y .

November 2 1 , 1846
D r i l l s f o r e t i m e s a d a y a s u s u a l .

November 2 2 , 1846
G e n e r a l i n s p e c t i o n t h i s m o r n i n g o f a rms a n d o r d e r e d t o b e i n r e d i n e s s a t a m i n u t e ' s
w a r n i n g t o g o a b o a r d o f t h e s teamer a s s o o n a s she g o t r e d y f o r u s . D r e s s p a r a d e t h i s
e v e n i n g .

November 2 3 , 1846
P r e p a r a t i o n s made t h i s m o r n i n g t o move . R e c e i v e d t h e o r d e r s a t 1 2 P. M . t o s t r i k e t e n t s
a n d w e d i d s o a l l t h i n g s was r e d y a n d t h e J a c k s o n H o r n e t s w a s t h r o e d i n t o l i n e s t h e fi r s t
t h i n g done a n d t h a i r a rms s t a c k e d a n d e a c h a n d e v e r y man was i n g a g e d i n l o d e n u p t h e w a g o n .
And a f t e r a l l t h i n g s was p u t i n t h e wagon t h e fi r s t B e t a l i o n was f o r m e d a n d marched
down t h r o u g h town a n d t h e n t o t h e l a n d e n a n d stacked a r m s a n d p u t t h a i r t h i n g s o n b o a r d
o f t h e s teamer b o a t a n d g o t a l l t h i n g s r i t e a b o u t n i n e in t h e n i g h t . And t h e n t h e fi r s t
company i n t h e s e c o n d B e t a l i o n was o r d e r e d down two a n d i t w e n t a b o a r d t h a t n i g h t . W e
a l l l a y t h a i r a l l n i g h t .

November 2 4 , 1846
A t n i n e o c l o c k i n t h e m o r n i n g t h e b o a t l e f t f o r t h e m o u t h o f t h e R i o G r a n d e . The b o a t
r u n o n a b a r a t 3 o c l o c k a n d w e h a d t o t a k e t h e a n k e r a s h o r e a n d p u l l h e r o f f a n d w e
l a y t h a i r a l l n i g h t 1846 .

November 2 5 , 1846
T h i s m o r n i n g t h e b o a t made h e r s t a r t a t t h e dawn o f d a y . G a r d k e p t u p a l l t h e t i m e o n
t h e  b o a t .

November 2 6 , 1846
G a r d k e p t u p a l l t h e t i m e o n t h e b o a t . Run o n s e v e r a l b a r s d u r e n t h e d a y .

November 2 7 , 1846 .
L e f t a t d a y l i g h t . Run o n s e v e r a l sand b a r s . Gard k e p t u p a l l t h e t i m e o n t h e b o a t .

November 2 8 , 1846
Landed at Metamoras l a t e in t h e even ing and s t a d e t h a i r a l l n i g h t . 1846 .

November 29 , 1846
W e l a n d e d a t t h e mou th o f R i o Grande t o d a y a n d wen t t o t h e B r a s o s n i n e m i l e s .

November 3 0 , 1846
We l a y h e r e a l l n i g h t on B r a s o s I s l a n d w a t e n f o r p a s s a g e to Tampico.

December 1, 1846
L a y h e r e a l l d a y doen n o t h e n o n t h e a c c o u n t o f h i g h s o u t h w i n d s .

December 2, 1846 .
We d o s t i l l r e m a i n h e a r o n t h e same c a u s e a s spoken o f above a n d h a v e n o t e n t .

December 3, 1846
The o r d e r s w a s t h i s m o r n i n g t h a t w e w o u l d g o a b o a r d i n a s h o r t t i m e . They kept u s
h e a r a l l d a y w i t h some companies at t h e p l a c e to go aboa rd . It is n o w d a r k a n d I see
n o p r o s p e c t f o r u s t o g o o f f i n s e v e r a l d a y s .

December 4, 1846
W e t h i s m o r n i n g r e c e i v e d o r d e r s t o s t a y h e a r u n t i l l w e r e c e i v e d fi r s t t h a i r o r d e r s f r o m
h e a d q u a r t e r s . W e a i r h e a r w i t h o u t t e n t s . H o u r t e n t s a i r a b o a r d o f t h e b o a t y e t . W e
made p r e p a r a t i o n s t o d a y t o g e t h o u r t e n t s o f f o f t h e b o a t s o w e c a n s t r i k e t e n t s o n e
t i m e m o r e o n B r a s o s I s l a n d , S a n t i a g o , Te x a s . W e have t o p a c k w a t e r one m i l e f r o m t h e
s a n d h i l l s a n d i t i s b r a c k i s h a t t h a t a n d t a s t e s v e r y s t r o n g . Bec ides i t h a s a y e l l o w
c a s t t o i t .

December 5, 1846
We t h e fi r s t s i x companies of t h e Alabama Regiment to r e c e i v e h o u r t e n t s a n d t h i n g s
o f f o f t h e steam s h i p a n d g o t o t h e h i l l s a n d s t r i k e t e n t s t o wa te f o r f u r t h e r o r d e r s .

December 6, 1846
T h i s m o r n i n g g a r d was c a l l e d t o g o f o r p e r v i s s i o n s a n d t h e g a r d was f u r n i s h e d . The n e x t
t h i n g w a s f o r t h e o r d e r l y s a r g e n t s t o d r a w p e r v i s s i o n s t o l a s t u s t o Tampico. They
o n l y d r e w f o r e d a y s r a s h e n s a n d a t n i g h t t h e o r d e r s was t o b e i n r e d i n e s s a t a m i n u t e s
w a r n i n g to s t r i k e t e n t s to go to t h e w a r f to g e t a b o a r d t h e schooner to go o u t o v e r t h e
b a r t o t h e steam s h i p V i r g i n i a t o s t a r t f o r Tampico.
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The n e x t m o r n i n t h e w i n d was v e r y h a r d f r o m t h e S o u t h a n d w e knew t h a t w e w a i r g o e n t o
have a N o r t h e r n . A b o u t 1 2 o c l o c k i n t h e n i g h t i t came o n . I n a m i n u t e v e r y c o l d , a v e r y
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h a r d r a i n , a n d w i n d a l l came t o g e t h e r . The w i n d capgised a l l h o u r t e n t s a n d w e w a i r
c o m p e l l e d t o t a k e t h e w e a t h e r a s i t came w h i c h w a s v e r y r o u g h a n d t h e n w e a l l knew
t h a t w e w o u l d n o t s t a r t t h e n e x t d a y t o Ta m p i c o .

December 8, 1 8 4 6
Tuesday a n d a l l t h i n g s g o e n on as s p o k e n of a b o v e .

December 9, 1846
Wednesday a n d t h i n g s g o e n on as spoken of a b o v e .

December 1 0 , 1846
O r d e r s as s p o k e n of above. I s e e no l ike lyhood of g e t t e n o f f a t a l l . Wedo n o t h e n
b u t d r i n k a n d e a t , a c c o r d e n t o h e a d q u a r t e r s r u l e s .

December 1 1 , 1846
No then more done t o d a y b u t t h e steam s h i p V i r g i n i a w e n t o u t o v e r t h e b a r a n d w e w a s
o r d e r e d to c o o k f o r e d a y s r a s h e n s to l a s t us to Tampico .

December 1 2 , 1846
T h i s m o r n i n g t h e waggons w a s h e a r a t d a y l i g h t t o h a l l h o u r t h i n g s t o t h e w a r f f o r u s
to go a b o a r d o f t h e schooner to go o v e r t h e b a r to t h e s t e a m s h i p V i r g i n i a on h o u r way
to Tampico. We w e n t a b o a r d of h e r on t h e 12 a n d w a s on h e a r t h e 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 4 , 1 5 , a n d 16
a n d o n t h e 1 7 l a t e i n t h e e v e n i n g w e l a n d e d h e a r i n Tampico a n d g o t a s h o r e a n d w e n t
a b o u t % m i l e t o t h e e d g e o f t o w n a n d s t r u c k camp a l l v e r y h u n g e r y a n d i n i l l u m e r.
W e t h e n w e n t a b o a r d a n d g o t some p e r v i s h i o n s t o e a t a b o u t 1 0 o c l o c k i n t h e n i g h t . W e
w a i r c o m p e l l e d t o t r i e t o s l e a p b u t i t w a s a l l i n v a i n . W e c o u l d n o t d o i t f o r t h e
sand fl i e s , b l a c k k n a t s , a n d musqu i t oes a n d o t h e r c r a w l e n t h i n g s t h a t a i r i n t h i s
c o u n t r y . I c a n s a y w i t h a l l t r u t h t h a t w e h a d some 350 men a b o a r d o f t h e s team s h i p
V i r g i n i a o n c o a s t s a n d s e a f r o m B r a s o s S a n t i a g o t o t h i s p l a c e Tamp ico , Mex i co . A s
y o u a l l w e l l no t h a t we w a i r c rowded . We w a s l i n e d as t h i c k as we c o u l d be on deck
a n d i n t h e h o l e a n d h o u r o n l y chance f o r p e r v i s h i o n s w a s r a w b a c o n a n d h a r d c r a c k e r s .
H o u r c h a n c e f o r w a t e r w a s a c a n t e e n t h o s e t h a t h a d t h e m a n d t h e m t h a t h a d n o n e h a d
t o b e g f r o m o t h e r s . W e w a i r i n a l l some s i x d a y s a n d n i g h t s s u f f e r e n i n t h i s w a y.
Prov idence l o o k e d on us a n d b r o u g h t us a l l h e a r s a f e to t h i s p l a c e . When we came
i n s i g h t t h e p i l o t b o a t m e t u s a n d w e w a i r p i l o t e d i n o v e r t h e b a r . when w e l a n d e d
h e a r t h e R i v e r was crowded w i t h Mexicans to s e a us l a n d and t h e R e g u l a r t r o o p s t h a t
w a i r h e a r . The c i t i z e n s w a s t h e p r o u d e s t men t h a t I e v e r saw i n m y l i f e f o r t h e day
b e f o r e t h e y h a d h a d a l a r m by t h e Mexicans a n d a l l f o r m e d f o r a fi t e a n d t h e y i n t e n d e d
t o d o t h e b e s t t h e y c o u l d among them. T h i s was t h e r e p o r t h e a r when w e l a n d e d and
t h e y s a i d t h e y d i d e x p e c t a fi t e h e a r e n y d a y .

December 1 8 , 1846
T h i s m o r n i n g w e w e n t t o fi x e n u p h o u r t h i n g s a n d t r i e n t o g e t s o m e t h i n g t o e a t . A f t e r
b r e a k f a s t w e w e n t a n d fi n i s h e d g e t t i n g h o u r t h i n g s a s h o r e . L a t e i n t h e e v e n i n g w e
g o t them a l l a s h o r e . C a p t . S h e l l y a r r i v e d t h i s evening w i t h h i s company.

December 1 9 , 1846
W e a i r r e m a i n i n g h e a r i n camp w i t h o u t o r d e r s t o g o b y . O n l y g a r d t o b e k e p t u p
a r o u n d camp . W e have d r e s s p a r a d e t h i s e v e n i n g a t s u n s e t .

December 2 0 , 1846
The same o r d e r s a s spoken o f above o n l y i n s p e c t i o n o f a r m s t h i s e v e n i n g . C a p t . J o n e s
i s s i c k a n d i n t o w n . H e s e n t f o r m e t o d a y t o come a n d w a t e o n h i m .

December 2 1 , 1946
I a m w a t e n o n C a p t . R . W . J o n e s . H e i s v e r r y s i c k t o d a y . N o b e t t e r a s I s e a .

December 2 2 , 1 8 4 6
I a m s t i l l w a t e n o n C a p t . R . W . J o n e s

December 2 3 , 1846
I a m s t i l l w a t e n o n C a p t . R . W . J o n e s t o d a y .

December 2 4 , 1846
I a m s t i l l w a t e n o n C a p t . R . W . J o n e s t o d a y .

December 2 5 , 1846
I a m s t i l l w a t e n o n C a p t . R . W . J o n e s t o d a y .

December 2 6 , 1846
I a m s t i l l w a t e n o n C a p t . R . W . J o n e s . H e i s menden s l o w l y t o d a y . H e s e e s D r .
G indsough a n d D r . Hannah .

December 2 7 , 1846
I a m s t i l l wa ten o n C a p t . R . W. J o n e s .

V v ¥ / ; ,
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December 2 8 , 1846
T h i s m o r n i n g I g o t o camp t o s t a y . H e h a s g o t s o h e c a n d o w i t h o u t m e . W e k e p t u p a
p i c k e t a l l t h e t i m e a n d d r i l l t w i c e a d a y .

December 2 9 , 1846
To d a y I a n d H e n r y L . H i g g i n s , W . L . M u n d a y, a n d A . J . H u g g i n s w a s d e t a i l e d t o g o t o
t o w n a s a p a t r o l e g a r d u n d e r L o u t . M a c o n f r o m Ta l l a d e g a C o u n t y , Alabama w i t h o t h e r
d e t a i l f r o m e a c h company i n t h e Reg imen t t o t a k e up a l l d r u n k e n men t h a t we cound
i n t h e s t r e a t s a n d p u t them i n t h e g a r d h o u s e a n d a f t e r r e t r e a t t a k e u p a l l s o u l g e r s
t h a t w e fi n d i n t h e s t r e a t s a n d t a k e t h e m t o t h e g a r d h o u s e f o r s a f e k e a p e n .

December 3 0 , 1846
T h i s m o r n i n g w e g o t o t o w n . W e g e t h e r e d t o g e t h e r a n d w e n t b e f o r e t h e G e n e r a l f o r
i n s p e c t i o n . W e n t t h r o u g h a n d t h e n m a r c h e d t o h o u r q u a r t e r s a n d fi x e d u p . The G e n e r a l
g a v e u s 3 d a y s t o g e t h o u r a r m s i n g o o d o r d e r f o r a n o t h e r i n s p e c t i o n .

December 3 1 , 1846
The p a t r o l e g a r d a i r p r e p a r e n f o r i n s p e c t i o n o f a r m s o n t h e 2 o f J a n . , 1 8 4 7 .

T h i s i s J a n u a r y 1 8 4 7 . New y e a r h a s r e l a p s e d .

J a n u a r y 1 , 1847
The same a s s p o k e n o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 2 , 1847
H o u r o r d e r s w a s t h e same a s s p o k e n o f above t o k e e p down a l l r u l e s .

J a n u a r y 3 , 1847
H o u r o r d e r s a i r t h e same a s s p o k e n o f above i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e P a t r o l e g a r d .

J a n u a r y 4 , 1847
The o r d e r s a i r a s spoken o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 5 , 1847
The o r d e r s a i r a s spoken o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 6 , 1847
H o u r o r d e r s a i r some t i t e r t h a n t h e y h a v e b i n . W e a i r c o m p e l l e d t o w a l k a l l n i g h t l o n g
a n d t a k e u p a l l i n t o x i c a t e d men and t a k e t h e m t o t h e g a r d house a t eny t i m e o f day o r
n i g h t and a f t e r n i g h t a l l s o u l g e r s b e l o n g e n t o t h e a r m y.

J a n u a r y 7 , 1847
The o r d e r s a i r t h e same a s spoken o f a b o v e . W e h a d a s e v e r e N o r t h e r n t o d a y . The
c i t i z e n s o f Tampico s a y t h e y h a v e b i n h e a r some o f them f o r t h e l a s t 2 0 y e a r s a n d
t h e y n e v e r have b e f o r e s e e n a N o r t h e r n a s s e v e r e a s t h i s o n e o r o n e t h a t l a s t e d h a l f
a s l o n g a s t h i s o n e d i d .

J a n u a r y 8 , 1847
W e h a v e s t r i c t o r d e r s h e a r a t t h i s t i m e o n t h e a c c o u n t o f some o f t h e P o l e a s e g o t t e n
intoxicated. They w a i r s e n t home a n d o t h e r s s e n t in p l a c e of t h e m . Weh a v e to a n s w e r
t o h o u r names a t T a t t o o a n d R e v o l e .

J a n u a r y 9 . 1847
W e have t h e same R u l e s a n d R e g u l a t i o n s a s s p o k e n o f a b o v e . A l s o w e t h e p o l e a s e b r o k e n u p
t h r e e g r o c e r i e s t o d a y .

J a n u a r y 1 0 , 1847
W e have t h e same r u l e s a s spoken o f a b o v e . T h i s m o r n i n g C o l . John R . C o f f e y a n d fi v e
companies of h i s Reg iment a n d fi v e companies of r e g u l a r s a n d a P i o n e e r Company l e f t a t
3 o c l o c k w i t h e i g h t d a y s r a s h e n s . C o l . J o h n R. C o f f e y was t h e p r i n c i p l e commander.
Heh a d in a l l a b o u t 750 men u n d e r h i s command, R e g u l a r a n d Volunteers a n d a l l .

A J a n u a r y 1 1 , 1847
O r d e r s a s s p o k e n o f a b o v e . G e n e r a l S h e a l s r e c e i v e d a e x p r e s s f r o m G e n e r a l S c o t t f o r
h i m t o k e e p a l l t h e f o r c e h e h a s h e a r a n d w a t e f o r f u r t h e r o r d e r s t o b e g i v e n s o h e h a s
t o c o u n t e r m a n d h i s o r d e r s a n d b r i n g b a c k C o l . J o h n R . C o f f e y a n d t h e command u n d e r h i m
t o t h i s p l a c e . W e g o t t h e e x p r e s s e a r l y i n t h e m o r n i n g . S e n t f o r C o l . C o f f e y t o come
i n w i t h h i s command t h a t h e h a d r e c e i v e d o r d e r s t o k e e p a l l t h e t r o o p s h e a r f o r f u r t h e r
o r d e r s s o t h e C o l . o b e y .

J a n u a r y 1 2 , 1 8 4 7
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e . W e h a d c o o l e r w e t h e r h e a r t h a n h a s b i n f o r y e a r s . T h a i r h a s
n e v e r come a s y e t t h o u g h n o f r o s t a s y e t . Windy b u t n o r a i n .
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J a n u a r y 1 3 , 1847
W e a i r u n d e r t h e same R u l e s a s spoken o f a b o v e . W e t h e P o l e a s e g a r d s .

J a n u a r y 1 4 , 1847
W e a i r l a b o r e n u n d e r t h e h a r d e s t r u l e s a n d h a v e t h e h a r d e s t d u t y t o d o t h a t e n y l o t o f men
e v e r y h a d in t h i s w o r l d t o d o . H o u r d u t y i s t o t a k e up a l l d runken men in t o w n a n d p u t
t h e m i n t h e g a r d h o u s e a n d t a k e u p a l l men b e l o n g i n g t o U n c l e Sam's A r m y t h a t i s w i t h o u t
l e g a l pe rm iss i on .

J a n u a r y 1 5 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 1 6 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e . O r d e r t o t a k e u p a l l men b e l o n g e n t o t h e servii a f t e r R e t r e a t
a n d wounds.

J a n u a r y 1 7 , 1847
We h a v e n e w R u l e s t o d a y to b r a k e up a l l gamblen s h o p s a n d c o n fi n e t h e man concerned in
them t i l l t h e y a i r t r i d e f o r r u l e b r a k e s a n d o r d e r s .

January 1 8 , 1847
W e h a v e o r d e r s t o t a k e u p a l l men t h a t w e s e a b r a k e n t h e r u l e s a n d o r d e r s a n d p u t t h e m
i n g a r d h o u s e a n d refer c h a r g e s . O r d e r s a s s p o k e n o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 1 9 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 2 0 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 2 1 , 1847
O r d e r s as spoken of a b o v e . O n e man detailed f r o m each company to p o l e a s e g a r d .

J a n u a r y 2 2 , 1847
O r d e r s as spoken of above. Genera l Quitman a r r i v e d h e a r t o d a y by l a n d w i t h h i s
D i v i s i o n a n d o n e Reg imen t o f Te n n e s s e e C a v e l r y .

J a n u a u a r y 2 3 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e . Genera l P a t i s o n ( P a t t e r s o n ) came i n t o d a y . H e l e f t h i s
D i v i s i o n a b o u t 1 0 m i l e s i n camp f r o m h e a r .

J a n u a r y 2 4 , 2 5 , 2 6 , and 2 7 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 2 8 , 1847
The p o l e a s e h a s t w o commishioned o f fi c e r s u n d e r a r r e s t t o d a y f o r d isobedience of o r d e r s .
O n e Te n n e s s e e C a p t a i n and o n e G e o r g i a F i r s t L o u t . O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 2 9 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

J a n u a r y 3 0 , 1847
The o r d e r s i s t o t a k e a l l d r i n k e n men t o t h e g a r d h o u s e d a y o r n i g h t . W e a r e b r e a k e n
u p g r o c e r i e s t o d a y a n d p u t t h e p r o p r i e t o r s i n t h e c a l a b u s e f o r t r i a l .

J a n u a r y 3 1 , 1847
O r d e r s a i r t h e same a s spoken o f a b o v e .

F e b r u a r y 1 , 1847
R u l e s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s a s spoken o f a b o v e . The P o l e a s e h a v e t a c o n l i c k e n s t o d a y a n d p u t
t h e o n e s i n t h e c a l a b u s e .

F e b r u a r y 2 , 1847
R u l e s a n d Regu la t i ons as spoken o f above concerned t h e P o l e a s e g a r d s o f Tampico .

F e b r u a r y 3 a n d 4 , 1847
R u l e s a n d R e g u l a t i o n s a s spoken o f above concernen t h e P o l e a s e g a r d s .

F e b r u a r y 5 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e . T h e P o l e a s e g a r d f o u n d a man l i e n dead i n t h e s t r e a t s o f
Tampico . Stabbed he was a n d he w a s a fi n e y o u n g m a n . H i s name was B o l d e n .

F e b r u a r y 6 , 7 , 8 , 9 , 1 0 , a n d 1 1 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

15



MEXICAN WAR DIARY OF JAMES MONROE ROSSON (Continuéa)

F e b r u a r y 1 2 , 1847
O r d e r s as spoken o f a b o v e . The Mex i can t h a t k i l l e d B o l d e n was t r i e d t o d a y a n d t h e j u r y
f o u n d h i m g u l t y a n d b r o u g h t i n t h a i r v e r d i c t M u r d e r i n t h e fi r s t d e g r e e .

F e b r u a r y 1 3 , 1 4 , 1 5 , a n d 1 6 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

F e b r u a r y 1 7 , 1847
O r d e r s as spoken o f a b o v e . The Mex i can t h a t w a s sen tenced was t o d a y condemned to be h u n g .

F e b r u a r y 1 8 , 1847
O r d e r s as spoken o f above conce rned t h e To w n P o l e a s e . L ( a n d o n ) A . Wann d e p a r t e d t h i s
l i f e t h i s m o r n i n g who h a s a t a l l t i m e s b i n a f a i t h f u l b o y a n d a t t e n d e d t o h i s own
b u s i n e s s i n a l l cages. H e n e v e r h a d e n y f u s s e s w i t h t h e b o y s n o r h a d e n y e x t e r y d u t y
t o d o . H e was t a c o n w i t h t h e m e a s l e s a t M o b i l e a n d n e v e r g o t i n t i r e l y w e l l o f t h e m .
A t Camp Alabama o n t h e R i o Grande R i v e r h e t a c o n t h e d i e a r e a . _Never g o t i t i r e l y w e l l
o f t h a t . W i t h t h e o t h e r t w o d i s e a s e s h e t a c o n t h e d i s p e p s y a n d f r o m t h a t t h e mumps
t h e n t h e f e v e r . A l l t h e s e t h i n g s w a s worken o n him a t o n e t i m e when h e d e p a r t e d t h i s l i f e .

F e b r u a r y 1 9 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e . G e n e r a l S c o t t a r r i v e d h e a r t o d a y a n d o r d e r e d t h e t r o o p s t o
march i n a n d t a k e w a t e r t o V e r a © r u z . H e o r d e r e d a l l t h e b o a t s t o b e r e d y t o t a k e t h e m t h a i r
a s  q u i c k  a s  p o s s i b l e .

F e b r u a r y 2 0 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e c o n c e r n e d t h e P o l e a s e o f Ta m p i c o . The t r o o p s a i r m o v e n i n
t o d a y f o r V e r a C r u z a n d g o n e o n t h a i r m a r c h t o t h e N o r t h t o t a k e w a t e r o n e d i v i s i o n .

F e b r u a r y 2 1 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f above concernen t h e Tampico P o l e a s e g a r d s h o l l e n p r o v i s h i o n s t o d a y t o
send o n w i t h t h e t r o o p s t o V e r a C r u z .

F e b r u a r y 2 2 , 1847
Orders as spoken o f above concernen t h e P o l e a s e g a r d o f Tamp ico . S t i l l h a u l e n
p r o v i s h i o n s t o send t o C r u z .

F e b r u a r y 2 3 , 1847 _
O r d e r s a s s p o k e n o f above c o n c e r n e n t h e P o l e a s e g a r d s o f Tamp ico . S t i l l moven o n
p r o v i s h i o n s t o s u p p l y t h e a r m y when a t V e r a C r u z .

F e b r u a r y 2 4 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f above t o d a y . J o h n S t . C l a i r a n d W a l t e r P o o l ( P o o l d i e d o n h i s way
h o m e ) g o t h o n e r a b l e d i s c h a r g e s t o d a y f r o m t h e U n i t e d S . A r m y . C o u s i n Rando lph Cook
( d i e d o n h i s way home) r e c e i v e d a h o n e r a b l e d i s c h a r g e t o d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 4 , 1847 , f r o m t h e

A r m y o f t h e Alabama V o l u n t e e r s whose d i s c h a r g e w a s b r o u g h t a b o u t b y s i c k n e s s i n a fi c i e n t
f o r d u t y . M a n y o f t h e V o l u n t e e r s o f t h e Alabama Reg imen t was d i s c h a r g e d o n t h e a c c o u n t o f
s i c k n e s s .

F e b r u a r y 2 5 , 1847
The Alabama P o l e a s e of Tampico l e f t a n d w e n t to t h e Reg iment t o d a y to p r e p a i r f o r t h e
m a r c h t o V e r a C r u z . O r d e r s w a s r e d a t d r e s s p a r a d e t o b e i n r e d i n e s s a t a m i n u t e s
w a r n i n g t o s t a r t . J a m e s R . C o f f e e r e c e i v e d a d i s c h a r g e o n t h e s i c k r e p o r t a s n o t a b l e t o
s t a n d t h e f a t t i g u e s o f t h e p r e s e n t m a r c h t o V e r a C r u z .

F e b r u a r y 2 6 , 1847
O r d e r s as spoken of above t o d a y . Washday t o d a y . No d r i l l t o d a y . A l l fi x e n to s t a r t to
V e r a  C r u z .

F e b r u a r y 2 7 , 1847
D r i l l t h i s m o r n i n g .

F e b r u a r y 2 8 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

M a r c h 1 , 1847
The Alabama Reg imen t i s s t i l l u n d e r m a r c h i n g o r d e r s . No d r i l l t o d a y . Some t r o o p s a i r
moven on t o d a y . P a r t s t h e G e o r g i a Reg imen t moves a b o a r d .

M a r c h 2 , 1847
O r d e r s a s spoken o f t o d a y a b o v e . N o d r i l l t o d a y . O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e .

M a r c h 3 , 1847
We a i r w a t e n f o r o r d e r s to s t a r t on to V e r a C r u z . We h a v e b i n u n d e r marchen o r d e r s f o r
s e v e r a l d a y s a t t h i s t i m e . The w e t h e r i s t h o u g h t t o b e a s w a r m h e a r a t t h i s t i m e a s i t i s
a n n w a k n m s a “ A n n n c + h r a n v + i m p i n t h e summer season i n t h e S t a t e s . The s m a l l p o x i s i n t h e
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M a r c h 4 , 1847
N o t h e n more done t o d a y i n t h e Reg imen t t h a n spoken o f a b o v e .

M a r c h 5 , 1847
W e a i r a l l l i e n h e a r i n camp d o e n n o t h e n b u t k e e p e n u p g a r d a n d w a t e n f o r o d e r s t o s t a r t
to V e r a C r u z . The Alabama Reg imen t r e c e i v e d o r d e r s at T a t t o o f o r f o r e companies to s t a r t
a t 8 o c l o c k o n t h e s i x t h .

M a r c h 6 , 1847
The A l a a n a Reg imen t , s i x companies o f h e r , w e n t a b o a r d o f t h e s t a m s h i p New O r l e a n s on
t h e 6 t h f M a r c h bound f o r V e r a C r u z , t h e s e a t of t h e w a r , a n d t h e o t h e r f o u r companies
w e n t a b o a r d o f a s c o o n e r t o come t o t h e same p l a c e .

M a r c h 7 , 1847
W e raise o u r a n k e r t h i s m o r n i n g a n d p u t o u t f o r V e r a C r u z w i t h 1 2 companies , 4 ( i l l e g i b l e )
compan ies , a n d 2 G e o r g i a companies. We r a n on a l l d a y a n d a l l k n i g h t .

M a r c h 8 , 1847
W e w a i r s t i l l r u n e n o n a l l t h e t i m e a n d d i r e c t c o u r s e f o r V e r a C r u z .

M a r c h 9 , 1847
Tu e s d a y, t h e 9 t h o f M a r c h , 1 8 4 7 , Camp n e a r V e r a C r u z . T h i s m o r n i n g w e cam i n ci te o f
V e r a C r u z a t o n e h o u r b y s u n i n t h e m o r n i n g . W e a f f e c t e d a l a n d i n g o n t h e Mexican s h o r e
5 m i l e s f r o m t o w n . We a l l w e n t a s h o r e i n s m a l l b o a t s . W E h a d some 5 0 o f t h e m a l l i n a l i n e
so as we s t r u c t t h e s h o r e we f e l l i n t o l i n e a l l a t o n c e a n d marched o u t a n d p l a c e d a g a r d
t o p r o t e c t those t h a t w a s l a n d e n . O u r o r d e r s was t o g o a s h o r e w i t h 3 d a y s r a s h e n s a n d
h o u r b l a n k e t s . S o w e d i d a n d many came a s h o r e w i t h o u t a m o u t h f u l t o e a t . W e a l l came
a s h o r e d u r e n t h e k n i g h t . When we commenced o u r m a r c h to l a n d a l l t h e m u s i c we h a d w a s
p l a d e when t h e y struct t h e s h o r e l i k e I n e v e r saw b e f o r e a l l t h e l o u d y e l l s t h a t I e v e r
h e a r d w a s t h e n a d a y l o n g to remember.

March 1 0 , 1847
H o t b a l l s t h r o n e at us t h i s m o r n i n g . We commenced moven on a r o u n d town as f a s t as
p o s s i b l e and them fi r e n o n u s . W e p l a n t e d some c a n o n a s w e went o n a n d t a c o n a
magazine in t h e e v e n i n g .

March 11 , 1847
A l a r g e s h o t t h i s m o r n i n g f o r a s i g n a l a n d answered by t h e Amer icans. We c o n t i n u e d o u r
march on to su r round t h e t o w n . We had some 3 or 4 s m a l l sc r images b u t l i t t l e s p i l l done
on e i t h e r g ide . The Mexicans p l a d e t h a i r c a n o n on us a l l t h e day and d i d n o t h e n at a l l .

M a r c h 1 2 , 1847
W e s t i l l c o n t i n u e t o s u r r o u n d t h e t o w n . The a d v a n c e g a r d h a d a s c r i m a g e o r t w o t o d a y .
They s t i l l p a y t h a i r c a n o n o n u s t o d a y . A l l i n v a n e d i d n o t h e n . W e a i r n e a r l y a r o u n d
a n d o v e r t h e s a n d h i l l s .

M a r c h 1 3 , 1847
S t i l l c o n t i n u e d t o s u r r o u n d t h e t o w n . They s t i l l p l a c e d t h a i r c a n o n a t u s a t l o n g t i m e s .
W e h a d t o p a c k o u r p r o v i s h i o n s 8 m i l e s t h r o u g h t h e s a n d % l e g deep i n s a n d . The b a l a n c e a s
spoken of a b o v e .

March 14 a n d 1 5 , 1847
A l l thingsas spoken of above .

M a r c h 1 6 , 1847
They s t i l l c o n t i n u e d t o fi r e l a r g e g u n s . We s t i l l k e e p t a c o n u p M e x i c a n s .

M a r c h 1 7 a n d 1 8 , 1847
T h i n g s a s spoken o f above g o e n o n t o d a y w i t h t h e A r m y .

M a r c h 1 9 , 1847
A h e a v y fi r e g o e n on t o d a y , w i t h t h e Mexicans b u t d o e n n o t h e n at a l l .

M a r c h 2 0 , 1847 _
The Mex icans fi r e d on G e n e r a l Wo r t h a b o u t h a l f t h e d a y t o d a y a n d d i d no s p i l l a t a l l .
W e a i r w o r k e n a l l s o r t s o f h e a d w o r k t o t h e t o w n w i t h o u t t h e l o s s o f many
men i n t h e a t t e m p t . L o u t . C o l . E a r l o f t h e Alabama Vo l u n t e e r s a r r i v e d h e a r t o d a y w i t h
t h e f o r e companies u n d e r h i s command f r o m Tampico to embark on t h e s h o r e at V e r a C r u z .

He l e f t Tampico on t h e 6 t h a n d a r r i v e d h e a r on t h e 2 0 t h a l l s a f e . Companies names a r e
C a p t . P i c k e n s a n d c o m p a n y, C a p t . S m i t h a n d company, C a p t . S h e l l y a n d company, a n d
C a p t . Thomasinson a n d company. These w a s t h e f o r e u n d e r L o u t . C o l . E a r l ' s command
b e s i d e s Leveane.’ O t h e r companies o f d i f f e r e n t r e g i m e n t s o f V o l u n t e e r s . J a m e s R o s s o n

of t h e Alabama Volunteers, C a p t . Jones Company, C o l . John R. C o f f e y .

M a r c h 2 1 , 1847
Bumbarden n e a r l y a l l d a y t o d a y . The Mr ”*aps w a i r t r i e n to r u n G e n e r a l Wo r t h f r o m h i s
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work b u t a f f e c t e d n o t h e n a t a l l . . W e a i r l i e n s t i l l a n d s a y e n n o t h e n b u t p r e p a i r e n t o
g i v e t h e m a c a l l a s s o o n a s w e g e t o u r M o n i t e r s p l a c e d . 500 men t h r o n g e d u p i n a
t r e n c n m e n t t o d a y a n d t o n i g h t . The Mexicans t h r e w bombs n e a r l y a l l n i g h t . D i d n o
damage at a l l . '

March 2 2 , 1847
The Mexicans a i r fi r e n o n u s . T h i s a f t e r n o o n w e p l a c e o u r s o n them h e a v y. They p l a c e
t h a i r s h e a v y on us two a l l t h i s e v e n i n g u n t i l k n i g h t . The Mexicans seased a n d r a i s e d
t h e Wa r hoop i n t o w n . A l l n i g h t l o n g b y y e l l e n l i k e w o l v e s a l l t h e t i m e a n d t o t h a i r
s o r r o w w e p l a n t e d o u r m o r t a r s o n them a l l n i g h t l o n g t o keep them u n e a s y.

March 2 3 , 1847
Heavy fi r e t h i s m o r n i n g f r o m b o t h s i d e s . The N a v y t a k e n them o n h a n d t h i s m o r n i n g a t
s u n u p t o a s s i s t u s w h i l e fi r i n g u p m o r e b a t t e r i e s t o p l a c e o n them. The t i m e s seams
v e r y t h i s m o r n i n g a n d v e r y e m t i n g a l s o o n b o t h s i d e s . C o n t i n u e d f o r a n h o u r o r t w o
a n d t h e n seaced w h i l e a n d t h e n c o n t i n u e d on s l o w l y d u r e n t h e day a n d k n i g h t . The damage‐done
o n b o t h g ides was s m a l l . A b o u t 600 y a r d s i s t h e d i s t a n c e t h a t t h e y a i r b a t t e r e n . One
C a p t . o f t h e A r t i l e r y was s t r i c k e n o n t h e h e a d b y Va c a n o n b a l l w h i c h t a k e n i t o f f .

Ma rch 24 , 1847
T h i n g s w e n t on as spoken of a b o v e . Bumbarden a l l d a y a n d k n i g h t w i t h o u t e n y damage of
a c c o u n t a t a l l .

March 2 5 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g w e opened a b a t t e r y o f s i x g u n s i n f u l l u p f r o m t h e t o w n i n w h i c h w e d r o v e
them f r o m t h a i r f o r t s a n d d ismounted o n e of t h a i r c a n n o n s . R u n t h e m f r o m t h e r e d f o r t .
W e k e p t p l a y e n o n them u n t i l l l a t e i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d fi r i n g a s h o t e v e r y m i n u t e . L a t e
i n t h e e v e n i n g t h e y s e n t o u t f o r p e r m s i h i o n t o b u r y t h a i r dead a n d p o l e a s e t h e t o w n f o r t h e
h o r s e s a n d c a t t l e t h a t w e h a d k i l l e d s m e l t s o b a d t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t s t a n d i t . W e t h e n
seaced fi r e n o n t h e t o w n . D u r i n g t h e a c t i o n w e l o s t one man a t P a t t e r s o n ' s B a t t e r y some
e i g h t m i l e s f r o m town . The S c o u t D r a g g o o n s came i n - c o n t a c t w i t h a b o d y o f Mexicans a n d
was surrounded. S e n t f o r h e l p . They k i l l e d 150 a n d wounded 2 a n d t a c o n p r i s o n e r s 150
a n d l o s t one o r two men.

March 2 6 , 1847
The B a t t e r i e s doen n o t h e n t o d a y o n a c c o u n t o f t h e h i g h w i n d f r o m t h e N o r t h b lowen s o h a r d .
We g o t in ammuni t ion to s u p p l y them. They s e n t o u t a fl a g of t r u c e to Genra l S c o t t a n d
h e g a v e them u n t i l l 1 2 o c l o c k t o d a y t o make i t t o t h a i r n o t i o n . G e n e r a l S c o t t t o a l d them
i n p l a i n te rms t h a t t h i n g s h a d t o b e fi x e d t o h i s own n o t i o n o r n o t a t a l l . Then t h e y
t o a l d h i m t h a t t h e y w i l l g i v e u p t h e C a s t l e t o h i m i f h e a l l o w s t h a i r C a v a l r y t o p a s s
o u t f u l l r i g e d . H e t o a l d them t h a t h e w o u l d n o t s u p p l y e n y a rms t o l e a v e t h e p l a c e a t
a l l . H e s a i d i f y o u a i m a t doen e n y t h i n g i n t h e way o f s u r r e n d e r y o u a u g h t t o d o i t i n
q u i c k notis or I w i l l p u t y o u a l l to d e a t h in q u i c k notis.

M a r c h 2 7 , 1847
No s h o t s t o d a y . They seam to be g i v e n up m a t t e r s to s u r r e n d e r up themse l ves as p r i s o n e r s
o f w a r b y g i v e n u p t h e m s e l v e s t o u s a n d a l l t h e y h a v e . They w a s t o have u n t i l l 1 2 o c l o c k
t o d a y a n d S o t h a t 1 2 h a d p a s t a n d k n i g h t . T h e i r c a n n o n a n d a l l t h i n g s seams s i l e n t a t
t h i s t i m e . They h a v e s u r r e n d e r e d u p t h e m s e l v e s a s p r i s o n e r s o f w a r a n d a l l t h e p u b l i c k
p r o p e r t y t h a t t h e y h a v e a t t h i s t i m e o n h a n d b o t h i n V e r a C r u z a n d i n t h e C a s t l e .
The t r o o p s t h a t is on o u r g ide supposed to b e k i l l e d a n d wounded in a l l i s 5 0 .

M a r c h 2 8 , 1847
The o r d e r i s t h i s m o r n i n g t h a t n o man l e a v e s camp w i t h o u t a w r i t t e n p e r m i s h i o n f r o m t h e
C a p t a i n o f t h e Company s o a s t o k e e p a l l men i n camp r e a d y t o g o i n t o t o w n . G e n e r a l
S c o t t i s maken p r e p a r a t i o n t o g e t i n t o t o w n a f t e r t h e Mex icans s u r r e n d e r t o h i m . A l l
t h i n g s  e a s y .

M a r c h 2 9 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g a t 1 0 o c l o c k w e t a k e n p o s s e s s i o n o f t h e t o w n a n d c a s t l e a n d o t h e r p u b l i c k
p r o p e r t y . O u r fl a g s waved o v e r t h e g e n t l e b r e a s e i n t o w n a n d t h e C a s t l e . They s u r r e n d e r e d
u p t o u s s m a l l a r m s b e c i d e s some a r t i l l e r y . I t _ i s i n o r d e r t h a t G e n e r a l Quitman's
D i v i s i o n s t a r t s t o Alvarado o n t h e 3 0 t h t o t a k e t h e t o w n a n d b e b a c k i n 5 d a y s t o t h i s
p l a c e w i t h some a r t i l l e r y a n d d r a g g o o n s .

M a r c h 3 0 , 1847
W e a i r w a t e n t h i s m o r n i n g f o r o r d e r s t o b e c a r r i e d i n t o a f f e c t . W e a i r a l l a n c t i o u s
t o s t a r t o n t o A l v a r a d o t o t a k e t h a t . The d i s t a n c e i s s a i d t o b e 2 8 m i l e s f r o m h e a r . W e
l e f t a t o n e o c l o c k i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d m a r c h e d 1 0 m i l e s . W e m a r c h e d u n t i l l 9 o c l o c k i n t h e
k n i g h t a n d t h e n struct camp. T h i s is G e n e r a l Quitman's D i v i s i o n c o n s i s t e n of t h e G e o r g i a
Reg imen t , P a l m e t t o Reg imen t f r o m S . C . , a n d t h e Alabama Reg imen t w h i c h f o r m s h i s b r i g a d e .

M a r c h 3 1 , 1847
W e s t a r t e d t h i s m o r n i n g a n d made a s l o w m a r c h t o w a r d A l v a r a d o . W e made a b o u t 1 3 m i l e s a n d
s t r u c t camp a n d s t a d e a l l k n i g h t a f t e r ma rchen u n t i l l 10 i n t h e k n i g h t . We l e a r n e d t h e
distance w a s l o t m o r e to A l v a r a d o t h e w a y wew a i r g o e n .

l8 1'V ‐ w
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A p r i l 1 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g w e l e f t e a r l y a n d marched p e r a i ( ? p r a i r i e ) a n d s t r u c t camp a t 2 o c l o c k
i n t h e e v e n i n g t o s t a y a l l k n i g h t . They s e n t G e n e r a l Quitman word n o t t o b r i n g h i s
a rmy a n d t h e y w o u l d s u r r e n d e r t o h i m . H e t h e n t o o k t h e Company o f D r a g g o n s h e h a d
u n d e r h i s command a n d w e n t o n thair. O u r p r o v i s h i o n s a r e r u n n i n g s h o r t a n d w e h a d
t o f o r a g e a n d l i v e o n b e e f a l o n e . I t seems l i k e h a r d t i m e s a t l a s t .

A p r i l 2 , 1847 ‑
W e l e f t e a r l y t h i s m o r n i n g t o m a r c h t h e d i s t a n c e t o A l v a r a d o 1 5 m i l e s wh i ch w e made
i n t i m e a n d n o t w a t e r o n t h e w a y t o d r i n k . W e s t a r t e d w i t h o n e c a n f u l l o f w a t e r t o
e a c h m a n . T h a t h a d t o d o 1 5 m i l e s . N o b r e a d t o e a t a n d l i t t l e f resh b e e f b r o i l e d
o n t h e c o a l s i n a h u r r y a t t h a t . W e l a n d e d h e a r a t f o r e i n t h e e v e n i n g . The M e x i ‑
c a n s h a d d e s e r t e d t h e p l a c e a n d l e f t . W e f o u n d a v e r y p u r t y l i t t l e t o w n o n e m i l e
f r o m t h e G u l f .

A p r i l 3 , 1847 a t A l v a r a d o
G e n e r a l Quitman's D i v i s i o n l i e s t o d a y a t A l v a r a d o t o r e s t a n d d r a w p r o v i s h i o n s a n d
c o o k enough to do t h e m b a c k to V e r a C r u z w h i c h is t h r e e d a y s m a r c h . The o r d e r is
t o b e r e a d y a t R e v o l e t o s t a r t b a c k . W e t a k e a l l p u b l i c k p r o p e r t y f r o m h e a r t o V e r a
C r u z t o t a k e c a r e o f a n d u s e . A l v a r a d o i s a s m a l l t o w n o n a l i t t l e r i v e r o n e m i l e
f r o m t h e G u l f . The Situation of t h e p l a c e is v e r y h i l l y , so f a r as I c a n s e e . The
Mex icans l e f t t w o k n i g h t s b e f o r e we l a n d e d h e a r . They l e f t f o r t h e c i t y so r e p o r t s
s a i d . Some 2500 of t h e m a n d G e n e r a l Quitman's command w a s a b o u t 1700 in a l l .

A p r i l 4 , 1847
T h i s m o r n i n g G e n e r a l Quitman's D i v i s i o n l e f t A l v a r a d o f o r V e r a C r u z a n d t h e s i c k a n d
b r o k e down w e r e s e n t b a c k b y w a t e r . We m a r c h e d 2 0 m i l e s t o d a y t h r o u g h t h e s a n d . The
waggons came u p a f t e r u s w i t h o u r p r o v i s h i o n s a l l b r o k e down a s w e w a i r . W e t h e n h a d t o
c o o k o u r s u p p e r . B y t h a t t i m e i t w a s i n t h e k n i g h t a n d a l l f o r s l e e p .

A p r i l 5 , 1847
W e t h i s m o r n i n g h a d t o s t a r t w i t h t h e r i v e r o r t h e s u n . W e m a r c h e d 2 0 m i l e s a n d
camped a g a i n t o s t a y a l l k n i g h t . A l l ' o f t h e b o y s d i d n o t g e t u p u n t i l t h e n e x t
morn ing abou t t h e t i m e we s t a r t e d on a g a i n . A l l hands a r e n e a r l y b r o k e down l impen
w i t h  b l i s t a r d  f e e t .

A p r i l 6 ;_ l§37
T h i s m o r n i n g w e l e f t f o r V e r a C r u z e a r l y i n fi n e s p i r i t s n o e n t h e d i s t a n c e was t e n
m i l e s l i m p i n g w i t h b l i s t a r d f e e t . W e l a n d e d hear e a r l y i n t h e e v e n i n g a n d t a k e n o u r
r e s t . The o r d e r i s n o man c a n l e a v e camp w i t h o u t r i t t e n p e r m i s h i o n f r o m h i s o f fi c e r s
a n d s i g n e d b y t h e C o l o n e l . The company o f fi c e r s h a v e t o g o t o t h e C o l o n e l a n d g e t
permish ion to l e a Ve t h e company m o r e t h a n o n e h o u r a t a t i m e .

A p r i l 7 , 1847
W e t h i s m o r n i n g awoke a n d t a k e n a n d wash a n d b e g a n t o l o o k a r o u n d t o s e a w h a t w e h a d

to k e e p camp w i t h . We a t o n c e saw t h a t we t h e Alabama Reg imen t h a d n o t h e n . No t e n t s
a t fi r s t t o s t a y i n t h e n e x t p l a c e . W e a r e n o w c o o k e n u p o n s h e e l s t o c o o k i n a n d t h e
w o r s t o f a l l w a s a l l o f u s w a s v e r y d u r t y a n d g r e a s e y a n d n o c l o t h i n g t o s h i f t i n t o t o
wash . W e had b i n t a k e n t h e w e a t h e r n o w f o r months a s i t came. When k n i g h t came o n w e
t h e n w o u l d s p r e a d down o u r b l a n k e t s a n d t a k e t h e k n i g h t a s i t came o n . Those e x p o s u r e s
w a s b r o u g h t o n u s b y h e a v e n t o l e a v e o u r t h i n g s o n b o a r d t h e b o a t t o g o i n t o a c t i o n a t
e n y m i n u t e . W e have n o t b e e n a b l e t o c o l l e c t o u r t h i n g s t o g e t h e r .

A p r i l 8 , 1847
W e a i r a l l i n camps t o d a y n o t d o e n nothen b u t k e e p e n u p g a r d a r o u n d camp. G e n e r a l
Quitman h a d o r d e r s t o d a y to r e m a i n h e a r a w e e k .

A p r i l 9 , 1847
Some t r o o p s a i r moven o n t o d a y t o P u e b l a t o w a r d s t h e C i t y o f M e x i c o . N o t h e n d o e n i n
o u r q u a r t e r s . A l l a t e a s e t o d a y . W e h a v e i n s p e c t i o n o f a r m s t h i s e v e n i n g .

A p r i l 1 0 , 1847
The alabama Regiment is a t e a s e . O n l y g a r d k e p t up a l l t h e t i m e is a l l we h a v e to do
a t t h i s t i m e . A l l t h i n g s e a s y .

A p r i l 1 1 , 1847
O r d e r s a s s p o k e n o f above i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e Alabama R e g i m e n t .

A p r i l 1 2 , 1847
We a i r a l l h e a r t a k e n o u r e a s e in camp . No d u t y to do of consequence at a l l . We a i r
a l l i n v e r y g o o d h e a l t h a t t h i s t i m e . The army h a s a l l l e f t t h i s p l a c e f o r H a l l a p u s
75 m i l e s f r o m t h i s p l a c e on t h e m a i n r o a d to t h e C i t y o f Mex i co w h a i r t h e y e x p e c t t o
h a v e a h a r d b a t t l e .

A p r i l 1 3 , 1847 . ‑
O r d e r s a s spoken o f a b o v e . N o n e w o r d e r s a t a l l . A l l i s i n p e a c e a t t h i s t i m e g e t t e n
a l o n g fi n e l y . (TO BE COMPLETED 1 JANUARY, 1985 EDITION OF JACKSON COUNTY CHRONICLES)19m / ‘



PUBLICATIONS BY KATHRYN TUCKER WINDHAM: C} ~ ~ f

SOUTHERN COOKING TO REMEMBER $ 9 . 9 5
TREASURED ALABAMA RECIPES $ 4 . 9 5
JEFFREY INTRODUCES 13 MORE SOUTHERN GHOSTS $ 7 . 9 5
13 ALABAMA GHOSTS AND JEFFREY $ 7 . 9 5
13 GEORGIA GHOSTS AND JEFFREY $ 7 . 9 5
1 3 M I S S I S S I P P I GHOSTS AND JEFFREY $ 7 . 9 5 Vfiffa
l3 TENNESSEE GHOSTS AND JEFFREY $ 7 . 9 5 35E: € :)/

©JEFFREY'S L A S T E S T 1 3 : MORE ALABAMA GHOSTS $ 7 . 9 5
ALABAMA: ONE B I G FRONT PORCH $ 7 . 9 5 i fi fi fi fi ;
COUNT: THOSE BUZZARDS! STAMP THOSE GREY MULES $ 2 . 9 5

I HEAR JACKSON COUNTY SINGING
by A n n B. Chamb less

F r o m t h e g l o r i o u s moun ta i ns i n o l e H i g h Jackson ,
To t h e c o v e s a n d v a l l e y s i n b e t w e e n ,

F r o m t h e s m a l l e s t c r e e k t o t h e G r e a t Te n n e s s e e ,
God ' s b e a u t y i s eve rywhe re s e e n .

when a J a c k s o n C o u n t i a n l e a v e s t h e l a n d o f h i s b i r t h ,
Though h e c r o s s e s t h e w i l d r a g i n g s e a ,

H i s h e a r t w i l l fl y b a c k t o t h e l a n d t h a t h e l o v e s
N o m a t t e r w h e r e v e r h e b e .

I f a n a t i v e w e t s h i s f e e t i n a J a c k s o n C o u n t y s t r e a m ,
Though f a r a n d w i d e he may r o a m ,

A n image w i l l a r i s e t o r e m i n d h i m o i h i s t i e s
' T i l h e r e t u r n s o n c e a g a i n t o h i s home.

L o n g may t h e s e memor ies r e m a i n in e a c h b r e a s t ,
A s l o n g a s C u m b e r l a n d a n d S a n d M o u n t a i n b o t h s t a n d ,

May t h e v i s i o n s o f k i n s h i p s n e v e r d e p a r t
As l o n g as t h e s u n sheds i t s r a y s o ' e r o u r l a n d .
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