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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: I b e g i n t h i s ‘ y e a r w i t h t h e Association /

b o t h w i t h a p r o f o u n d g r a t i t u d e f o r t h e o p p o r t u n i t y o f working

a n d l e a r n i n g w i t h a l l of t h e membership a n d w i t h sincere admirae

t i o n f o r t h e r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s a n d s c h o l a r s h i p o f thoSe o f y o u

I h a v e m e t who a r e a c t i v e i n t h e w o r k o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . A s

I r ev i ewed p a s t w o r k o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n a n d rev iewed o l d n e w s l e t t e r s

w i t h W a l t Hammer, I w a s t h a n k f u l t h a t w e have such t a l e n t a n d ‘

w i l l i n g n e s s t o w o r k among u s } A m o n g p r o j e c t s I w i s h t o discuss

w i t h y o u a n d s e e k y o u r h e l p a n d g u i d a n c e o n f o r t h e coming y e a r

a r e t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f work o n t h e S t e v e n s o n D e p o t p r o j e c t ,

p o s s i b l e u t i l i z a t i o n o f t h e l o g c a b i n w e have been g i v e n a s

a s h e l t e r a n d S h o w p l a c e f o r documents, pho tog raphs , a r t i f a c t s

a n d o t h e r i t e m s o f h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i fi c a n c e t o J a c k s o n C o u n t y,

a n d t h e f e a s i b i l i t y o f m o v i n g t h a t structure t o a s i t e wh ich i s

p o s s i b l y a v a i l a b l e in S c o t t s b o r o . Our h e l p h a s a l s o been . reques ted

b y some who a r e a t w o r k t o h a v e downtown S c o t t s b o r o e s t a b l i s h e d

a s a h i s t o r i c a l d i s t r i c t . I l o o k f o r w a r d t o h a v i n g y o u r i d e a s

a n d y o u r t i m e and t a l e n t f o r t h e c o m i n g y e a r , a n d t o s e e i n g y o u

a t o u r n e x t m e e t i n g o n J a n u a r y 2 1 , 1979.

BOB HODGES

PROGRAM MEETING - JANUARY '21, 1979

The Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion w i l l meet Sunday,
January 21, 1979, 2 : 3 0 p . m . , at Seottsboro C i t y H a l l Auditorium.
Mrs. John F. Proctor (Judy) w i l l p r e s e n t t h e program on t h e h i s t o r y
of t h e boom p e r i o d in Br idgepor t , Alabama, u s i n g s l i d e s to
emphasize t h e beauty and uniqueness of t h i s s p e c i a l era. Mrs.
P roc to r s p e n t endless hours in research,documenting events ,
people, a n d arch i tec tu re p e r t i n e n t to t h e b i r t h and her i tage
of B r i d g e p o r t f o r h e r g r a d u a t e t h e s i s at vanderbi l t .

Judy is the w i f e of A t to rney John F. Proctor of Scottsboro,
and she teaches s t u d i o and a r t h i s t o r y at Northeast S t a t e
J u n i O r C o l l e g e . ’She has e x h i b i t e d ‘ w o r k i n many r e g i o n a l
j u r i e d a r t shows.

ATTENTION: EXECUTIVE BOARD

There w i l l be a meet ing of t h e Execut ive Board on January 21,
a t 2 : 0 0 p . m . j u s t p r i o r t o t h e r e g u l a r program m e e t i n g .



ATTENTION: ALL MEMBERS

The Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion now h a s a s a f e deposit
b o x . P l e a s e ' b r i n g a n y documents o r a r t i f a c t s t o t h e m e e t i n g o n
J a n u a r y 21 w h i c h y o u f e e l shou ld be sa fegua rded 1n such a manner,
i n c l u d i n g Assoc ia t ion genera tedd o c u m e n t s and any i t e m s y o u wmsh
t o d o n a t e t o t h e A s s o c i a t i o n .

l e t t e r f r o m Program Vice P r e s i d e n t t o President H o d g e s :

December 12, 1978

D e a r B o b :

I a ms o r r y t h a t I w i l l b e unab le t o f u l fi l l t h e Program Vice
P r e s i d e n c y j o b t h i s y e a r . S e v e r a l t h i n g s have come u p w h i c h
a r e mak ing i t d i f fi c u l t f o r m e t o s p r e a d m y t ime among s o
many t h i n g s .

Thanks f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

S i n c e r e l y , P a t t y Johns tone

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION MEMBER TO RECEIVE AWARD OF MERIT:

S t a t e S e n a t o r James L e m a s t e r w i l l p r e s e n t a 1978 Award o f Merit
t o A n n Barbee Chambless a t t h e J a n u a r y 2 1 , 1 9 7 9 , J . C . H . A . m e e t i n g i n
S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l A u d i t o r i u m .

E a c h y e a r t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l Commission p r e s e n t s t h e Award
o f M e r i t t o a f e w s e l e c t e d i n d i v i d u a l s c h o s e n f r o m s e v e r a l hund red
nominat ions. The A . H . C . award i s f o r s u b s t a n t i a l c o n t r i b u t i o n s made
in preserva t ion , r e s t o r a t i o n , l e g i s l a t i o n , and p u b l i c a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s
r e l a t e d to Alabama h i s t o r i c resou rces .

I n 1974, M r s . Ann Chambless was i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n
o f t h e Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion and served as t h e Assoc i ‑
a t i o n ' s fi r s t pres ident in 1975 and 1976. She was a member o f b o t h t h e
Jackson C o u n t y and t h e S c o t t s b o r o American Revolu t ion Bicentenn ia l Com‑
mi t tees and was appointed an H o n o r a r y L ieutenant C o l o n e l Aide-de-Camp‘
in t h e Alabama S t a t e M i l i t i a by Governor George C. Wa l lace in J u l y o f
1976.

Dur ing 1975 and 1976, Ann Chambless s p e n t m o s t of h e r s p a r e t i m e
e d i t i n g a p i c t o r i a l s l i d e h i s t o r y o f Jackson C o u n t y , Alabama, made p o s ‑
s i b l e by an American Revo lu t i a1 B icen tenn ia l g r a n t . A v e r y d e t a i l e d ,
documented n a r r a t i o n d e s c r i b i n g m o r e t h a n 200 s l i d e s which dep iC t 165
y e a r s o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y ' s r i c h h e r i t a g e was w r i t t e n and taped b y M r s .
Chambless i n b o t h a t h i r t y - and a s i x t y - m i n u t e a c c o u n t . She has p r e ‑
sented b o t h programs in s e v e r a l l o c a l s c h o o l s and f o r m o s t o f S c o t t s ‑
b o r o ' s c i v i c c l u b s . T h i s p i c t o r i a l h i s t o r y and t h e n a r r a t i o n w e r e
s tud ied b y t h e H u n t s v i l l e P u b l i c L i b r a r y a s a model f o r deve lop ing a
s i m i l a r p rogram f o r Madison C o u n t y .

M r s . Chambless i s p r e s e n t l y engaged i n a d d i t i o n a l r e s e a r c h and
documentat ion f o r f u t u r e p u b l i c a t i o n of Jackson C o u n t y f a c t s , fi g u r e s ,
and f a c e s . She i s a l s o a t t e m p t i n g t o r e c r e a t e , o n p a p e r , S c o t t s b o r o
as i t ex is ted between 1860 and 1890.

A n a t i v e of Jackson C o u n t y, A n n B. Chambless is t h e d a u g h t e r of
M r s . E r a Wi lhe lm Barbee and fi l e l a t e Leonard Barbee . She is mar r ied
to J o e D. Chambless; and t h e y have a n o t h e r budding h i s t o r i a n , Robe r t
Heath Chambless, a second g r a d e r at Brownwood S c h o o l . A n n is p r e s e n t ‑
l y s e r v i n g a s R e g e n t o f Tidence L a n e C h a p t e r , D a u g h t e r s o f t h e Ameri ‑
can Revo lu t ion . She is S t a t e Chairman of t h e S c h o o l o f t h e Ozarks in
the 0 . 8 . Daughters o f t h e War o f 1812 and is a l o c a l member o f t h e
P e t e r G o l d C h a p t e r. She i s a l s o a manber o f The Huguenot S o c i e t y o f
t he Founders o f Manakin i n t h e C o l o n y o f V i r g i n i a , t h e Fr iends o f t h e
L i b r a r y . and t h e S c o t t s b o r o Three A r t s C l u b .

T U T T ‘ I " C K ‘ T I U N " ‘ R ' E V T E W :
CEMETERIES AND GRAVES IN MARSHALL COUNTY, A I A . , by t h e M a r s h a l l C o u n t y
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y $ 1 5 . 0 0 . T h i s r e c o r d o f M a r s h a l l Coun ty cemeter ies
con ta ins m o r e ' t h a n 16,000 names in 155 cemeteries, t h e r e s u l t of t e n
y e a r s o f d a t a g a t h e r i n g b y t h e S o c i e t y . A v a i l a b l e w i t h a $ 1 . 0 0 charge
f o r m a i l o r d e r s f r o m M r s . Joe N : x , P. O . Box 733, Guntersv i l le , A l a . 35976.



Judge B i l l P a g e o f H u n t s v i l l e , Alabama, obtained the following qack‑
s o n C o u n t y r e l a t e d d a t a f r o m H u n t s v i l l e L i b r a r y m i c r o fi l m c o v e r i n g :
Memphis and C h a r l e s t o n Rai l road Company C o r p o r a t e Minutes, R e p o r t s
to Stockholders , Eng ineer ' s R e p o r t s , 1853‐1870.

NOTE BY JUDGE PAGE: Minutes f u n 1862, 1863, 1864, and 1865 a r e n o t
ava i lab le o n m i c r o fi l m i n H u n t s v i l l e L i b r a r y .
Th is s u g g e s t s a l a c k o f minutes f o r these w a r
y e a r s .

E x h i b i t o f t h e A f f a i r s o f The Memphis & C h a r l e s t o n Ra i l road Company
May 1854 .

p . 9
Under c o n t r a c t and progressing r a p i d l y 83 mi les of r o a d f r o m D e c a t u r
t o Stephenson , t h e p o i n t o f i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h t h e N a s h v i l l e and C h a t t ~
anooga Rai l road, t h e g rad ing , masonry and b r i d g i n g of which is n e a r l y
comp le ted and w i l l be r e a d y f o r t h e i r o n r a i l i n a s h o r t t ime.

1855 R e p o r t to Stockholders
p . 7 - The g r a d i n g and masonry i s now r e a d y t o l a y t r a c k f r o m S t e p h e n ‑
son to Deca tu r - r o a d f r o m Stephenson to D e c a t u r e x p e c t e d to be com‑
p l e t e d "November or December n e x t " ( 1 8 5 5 . ) V

Cos t o f Road p . 13 1855

Stephenson to D e c a t u r 83 2/10 mi les , who le estimated c o s t o f r o a d
f u l l y equipped and in o p e r a t i o n - $1,527,546.07.

p . 3 2 , "Depot b u i l d i n g s and w a t e r s t a t i o n s have been p l a c e d unde r
c o n t r a c t . . . . "

NOTE BY JUDGE PAGE: E a r l i e r r e p o r t s i n 1855 used s p e l l i n g o f "S tephen ‑
s o n " . N o t e s p e l l i n g o n l a t t e r r e p o r t s o f 1856 o f
"Stevenson". S c o t t ' s M i l l , be low, is Scottsboro.

1856 R e p o r t to Stockholders
p .  1 1
Connect ion between Deca tu r and Stevenson was made 3-8-1856.and r e g u l a r ‑
ly opened f o r business 3-21-1856.

E n g i n e e r ' s R e p o r t , E a s t e r n D i v i s i o n 3-10-1856
p .  2 6
"The d e p o t b u i l d i n g s and w a t e r s ta t ions between D e c a t u r and Stevenson
a r e i n a s t a t e o f forwardness. Wooden f r e i g h t - h o u s e s have been b u i l t
a t Mooresv i l le , Madison, B e l l e f o n t and Stevenson s t a t i o n s ; and those
f o r Woodvi l le and Camden ( l a t e r Pa in t Rdéks s t a t i o n s a r e framed and
r e a d y t o p u t u p . B r i c k f r e i g h t - h o u s e s a r e b u i l d i n g a t H u n t s v i l l e ,
Brownsboro and L a r k i n s v i l l e s t a t i o n s . A t S tevenson i t i s c o n t e m p l a t e d
t o b u i l d a passenger House and a cove red p l a t f o r m f o r t r a n s h i p p i n g
f r e i g h t ; t o b e b u i l t and used i n common b y t h e N a s h v i l l e and C h a t t a ‑
nooga Rai l road and o u r s . They c a n be r e a d y f o r use in a s h o r t t ime . "

J u l y 1 , 1857 - R e p o r t to S tockho lders

R e p o r t o f C h i e f Eng ineer
p .  3 3
D e p o t b u i l d i n g s and d i v i s i o n houses have b e e n c o m p l e t e d a t a l l t h e
necessary p o i n t s e x c e p t Cherokee and Dickson.

Founta in w a t e r s ta t ions have been obta ined at Stevenson and S c o t t ' s
M i l l and w i l l be estab l ished at T r i n i t y and s e v e r a l o t h e r p o i n t s .
Most o f t h e w a t e r s t a t i o n fi x t u r e s a r e s t i l l t e m p o r a r y . . . . . "

1861 R e p o r t
The n e x t i s 1866
Depo t a t Stevenson has "been more o r l e s s r e p a i r e d " .

Y o u r E d i t o r wou ld l i k e to acknowledge t h e t y p i n g and e d i t i n g
ass i s tance o f h é r s i s t e r , Ma r tha B . Hess, i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n
o f t h i s e d i t i o n .

ABC



ANTEBELLUM JACKSON COUNTY LANDMARKS

NOTE B Y EDITOR: H e n c e f o r t h , y o u r " C h r o n i c l e s " E d i t o r a s p i r e s t o
‘ i nc lude a n a r t i c l e a b a J t p r e - C i v i l War homes a s

a r e g u l a r f e a t u r e in t h e Jackson County Chronic les.

The CobeHouse

The Cobb House most l i k e l y was b u i l t i n t h e 1 8 4 0 ' s s h o r t l y
a f t e r W.R.W.Cobb moved f r o m Madison C o u n t y to Jackson C o u n t y , A l a ‑
bama, whe re he b o u g h t cons iderab le l a n d . T h i s p i c t u r e of t h e Cobb
House was t a k e n in 1936 by Misses L u c y and Jess ie Bynum and is used
h e r e t h r o u g h t h e i r c o u r t e s y t o y o u r E d i t o r . O n l y a p a r t o f t h e o r i g ‑
i n a l l o g house was s t i l l s t a n d i n g a t t h e t ime t h i s p i c t u r e was made
( i n 1 9 3 6 ) and t h e e x t a n t p a r t continued to be occupied u n t i l t h e
1 9 6 0 ' s .

W.R.w. Cobb, b o r n J u n e 8, 1807, was t h e son of David Cobb who
moved f r o m Eas t Tennessee and s e t t l e d at an e a r l y da te n e a r Cobb 's
Fo rd in Madison C o u n t y, Alabama. W.R.w. Cobb grew up a s ‘ a p low boy
in t h a t neighborhood. He s u c c e s s i v e l y became a c l o c k p e d d l e r, g e n ‑
e r a l t r a d e r , merchant, and l e g i s l a t o r . A f t e r moving f r o m Madison
C o u n t y to Jackson C o u n t y , W.R.W. Cobb was e l e c t e d to t h e Alabama House
o f Rep resen ta t i ves in 1844 and 1845. L a t e r he was e l e c t e d to s i x c o n ‑
s e c u t i v e C o n g r e s s e s , s e r v i n g f r m n M a r c h 4 , 1847 u n t i l J a n u a r y 3 0 , 1861,
when he withdrew. He has been c a l l e d t h e m o s t formidable opponent ever
encountered by a congress iona l a s p i r a n t , as he defea ted such men as
Wm. Ack len , J e r e Clemens, C.C. C l a y , and James M. Adams, a l l considered
f a r h i s s u p e r i o r s i n educa t iona l o p p o r t u n i t i e s . The s u a v i t y o f h i s a d ‑
d r e s s , h i s t o w e r i n g , t i t a n s t r u c t u r e , t h e r e a c h o f h i s arms, h i s c o o l ‑
ness , s e l f - p o s s e s s i o n , and undaunted courage , and h i s p e r s e v e r a n c e more
t h a n counterbalanced any l a c k of educat ion . S u r e l y , h i s p o p u l a r i t y a‑
mong t h e peOp le i n Jackson Coun t y and h i s d i s t r i c t would have k e p t him
in Congress u n t i l he decided to r e t i r e , b u t f o r t h e war Between t h e
S t a t e s . Due to h i s p r o - U n i o n s t a n d , he was an unsuccessful candidate
f o r e l e c t i o n in 1861 to t h e Con fede ra te S t a t e s Congress . However, he
was e l e c t e d i n l 8 6 3 b u t was n o t a l l o w e d t o t a k e h i s s e a t .

On November 1, 1864, W.R.w. Cobb was k i l l e d by t h e acc identa l
d ischarge of h i s p i s t o l in a fi e l d n e a r h i s home in Jackson C o u n t y .
H e was a n a c t i v e member o f t h e Mud C r e e k P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t Church.
In t h e 1850 Jackson Coun ty census, W.R.w. Cobb was l i s t e d as a fa rmer
owning r e a l e s t a t e v a l u e d a t $2300. H e and h i s w i f e , C a t h e r i n e ( K i t t y ) ,
had n o c h i l d r e n ; and h i s b r o t h e r , B r y a n t Cobb, was t h e a d m i n i s t r a t o r
o f W.R.W. Cobb 's e s t a t e .

The Cobb House bes ide Cobb Pond was a w e l l - k n o w n landmark j u s t
o f f p r e s e n t day Tu p e l o P i ke f o r 1 2 0 y e a r s . Cobb House was l o c a t e d i n
S e c t i o n 31, Township 3, Range 6 E. The Cobb f a r m , i n more r e c e n t y e a r s ,
has been owned b y M r . J . B . P r e s l e y ” R o b e r t Word, and C . E . ( E b ) C o r n e l i ‑
s o n . In 1966 , t h e o l d Cobb House was r a z e d to make room f o r a new
b r i c k b u i l t by Lewis Corne l i son , s o n o f M r . and M r s . C.E. C o r n e l i s o n .
The l a s t occupan t s o f t h e Cobb House was t h e L u t h e r Co rne l i son f a m i l y ,
E b ' s brother. A number of t h e l o g s f r o m t h e o l d Cobb House were used
to b u i l d a b r i d g e o n . a road runn ing t h r o u g h McBroom H o l l o w. Th is
b r i d g e is between Tu p e l o P i k e and L i b e r t y Cemete ry ‐ n o t q u i t e a m i l e
f r o m Tu p e l o P i ke . '



M r s . C . E . ( E u l a h ) Cornelison l i v e d on t h e Cobb f a r m f o r many
y e a r s and s t a t e s s h e has a lways been t o l d t h e Cobb House was r i g h t
i n t h e c e n t e r o f Jackson C o u n t y. ( N e i t h e r she n o r y o u r E d i t o r has
v e r i fi e d t h i s s t a t e m e n t . )

C e r t a i n l y, W.R.W. Cobb was r i g h t i n t h e c e n t e r o f t h e p o l i t i ‑
c a l l i f e of Jackson County f o r at l e a s t 14 y e a r s . M r. Cobb and
R o b e r t E . Jones ( J . C . H . - A . member) h o l d t h e d i s t i n c t i o n o f b e i n g t h e
o n l y t w o men Jackson Coun t y has e v e r s e n t to Congress. Th is h o n o r
was t h e m a j o r f a c t o r l e a d i n g t o t h e choice o f t h e Cobb House f o r
Fea tu re No. One o f An tebe l lum Jackson County Landmarks.

NOTE BY EDITOR: Thanks, Ms. Jess ie Bynum f o r making t h i s a r t i c l e
>poss ib le . .

Cobb House s t o r y r e f e r e n c e s :
Va l l e y Leaves S p e c i a l Ed i t i on , December 1969, page 82 ,
” L a t e r H i s t o r y o f Madison County and , I n c i d e n t a l l y, o f N o r t h
Alabama by Thomas Jones Ta y l o r '

B i o g r a p h i c a l D i r e c t o r y o f t h e American Congress, 1774-1927

1850 Jackson County, Alabama Census

Editor 's p e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w w i t h M r s . C. E. Cornelison, l - 8 - 7 9 .

The Di rec tory reproduced in i t s e n t i r e t y on the f o l l o w i n g pages
i s a 1921 p u b l i c a t i o n f r o m t h e Ea i to r ' s co l l ec t i on o f Jackson
County "treasures".

s.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT:
J. O. Dickinson.

PRESIDENT EPWORT'H LEAGUE
Lindsay Boyd.

PRESIDENT WOMAN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY:
Mrs. J. W. Gay.

USHERS:
C. F. Grigg, Ralph Powell, Lindsay Boyd, P. W. Campbell

HOURS OF MEETING:
Preaching Sundays morning and evening.

Sunday School Sunday 9:45 a . m .
Prayer Meeting Wednesday evening.

“A CHURCH WITHOUT LIFE AND
ZEAL MAKES CHRIST SICK."

‐-Snurzeon. Epworth League Sunday evening 6:30.
W. M. S. Monday p . m . after First and Third Sundays.
Stewards Meeting First Saturday evening in each month.

,- -. . * - ‘ ‘ . ‘ " PASTOR:
RIRRRS S U E“DR DRRE RC E M B RE R l9 2| Henry M. Hurst.

... ‘4 . ._, ‑
_ H _ “l '. aw .

‘v -. ‘ :_\, '



PASTORS OF SCOTTSBORO METHODIST CHURCH

FOR FIFTY YEARS

W.T.Andrews ...................... 1871-72-73-‘74W.D.Nicholson ............................. 1875W.M.McQueen ............................. 1876
Phi l l ip Henderson ......................... 1877-78W.T.Andrews ...................... 1879-80-81‐82
' L . F.Whitten .......................... 1883-84-85W.M.P.Rippey ............................. 1886S.V.B l y t h e ................................ 1887W.A.Montgomery ........................ 1888-89D.W.Ward .............................. 1890-91W.W.Dorman ........................ 1892-93-94
Edward Fulmer ........................ 1895-96-97J.W.Shoemaker ............................ 1898I.B.Sargent ......................... 1899-’00-01F.W.Brandon .............................. 1902S.J.Parrish ................................ 1903R.E.TYIer ................................. 1904

( H a l f o f above y e a r finished b y F. H . G a r d n e r )S.R.Emerson ............................. 1905-06C.L.H e r r i n g ............................ 1907-08
( H . I . . A l d r i d g e completed y e a r 1 9 0 8 )J.T.Mil ler ................................. 1909R.H.Hartford ........................... 1910-11J.H.Leslie .............................. 1912-13H.W.Rickey ............................. 1914‐15B.'1‘. Cantrell ..................‘.. . . . . . 1916-17-18H.M.Hurs t ........................ 1919‐20-21-22

ROLL OF MEMBERS

A n t h o n y, Miss Kate
Ashmore. Miss Wheeler
Ashmore, Miss Mattie
Austell, W, J.
Austell. M r s . W. J.

Campbell, P. W.
Campbell, Mrs. P. W.
Campbell, Mrs. Della
Clemens, D. S.
Clemens, Mrs. D. S.

A FEW INTERESTING FACTS

0f the pastors who have served. the church, five have
passed a w a y : L. F. Whitten, W. A. Montgomery, W. W.
Dorman. R. H. Ha ford J. H. Leslie and J. W. Shoe‑
maker, V ' 91".: ,2 44:.m.

R. E. Ty le r and F. H. Gardner have served in Mexico
a: missionaries.

L. F. Whitten being one of the first advocates of p r o - '
hibition in Alabama, was often called the “Daddy of
Prohibit ion." Through his influence saloons were driven
f r o m Jackson county.

Ed Fulmer, F. W. Brandon and J. H. Leslie have
served as presiding- elders. D r . Brandon is presiding
elder of Talladega district at present.

S. J. Parrish is now a prominent Baptist preacher.

S. V. Blythe and D. W. Ward are superanuates,

1. T. Miller is a supernumerary.

D. W. Ward is one of two of the charter members of
the North Alabama Conference l i v ing .

Since 1871, nine have served only one year each, eight
have served two years, four have served three years.
three have served four years, and the present pastor now
closing his fourth y e a r .

W. T. Andrews served two terms of four years each.

'Ter have transferred to other Conferences: H. W.
Bvrkey and W. M. P. Rippey.

Some of the presiding elders have been B. F. Lea, J.
B. Gregory. Anson West. F 'l‘ J. Brandon. W. T. An‑

drews, L. A. Darsey, George E. Boyd, J. F. Sturdivant,
W. E. Morris, W. E. Foust, J. S. Robertson, R. T. Ty le r,
J .  M .  M c C l e s k y.

Anstell. Sibyl
Austin, D. 0.
Austin, Miss Lou
Austin, Lizzie B. ’
Arendale. Alvis
Apgar, Mrs. Mary

Bar ron , Mrs. Curtis '
Barron. Geo. 3‑
Bird. Mrs. J. A.

Clemens, Albert
Clemens, Tempie
Clemens, Jewel
Clemens, Rub
Clemens, Mc oy
Clopton, R. W.
Clopton, John B.
Clopton, Mrs. J. B.
Cordell, Jennings
Cordell, Vera

Blakemore, Mrs. Walker Cornelison, John
Brandon, Warwick
Brandon, John V.
B r e w t o n ,  SC. .
Brewton, Mrs. C, S.
Brewton, Catherine
Brcwton, Lillian
Brewster, Cordie
Brown. Mrs. Annie
a n u m ,  H .  O .
B y n u m , Mrs. H . O .
Bynum, Clarence
Bynum, Miss Jessie
Boyd, LindsaY.
Bur row, Beatrice
Barnum, Mrs. Et ta
Byram,  B .  P.
B y r a m , Mrs. B . P.

Cornelison, Eugene
Cotton, Mary
Cowley, Elsie
Cunningham, Mrs. R. W.

Davis, Mrs. B. F.
Dicus, Mrs. L. H.
Dickinson, J. 0.
Dick inson, Mrs. J . O,

Edmonds. J. P.
Edmonds, Mrs. J. P.

Freeman, C. S.
Freeman, Mrs. C. S.
F lynn, Mrs. Mary Chattin

ROLL OF MEMBERS

Gay, Mrs. J . W.
Gay, Amie Louise
Gay, Emerson.
Gardner, F. H. J r.
Gardner, Mrs. F. H. J r.
Graham, Mrs. M. J.
Graham, M. J.
Graham, Velva
Gray, Mrs. Beulah,
G r a y, Leola
Gray, Lurline
Gr igg ,  C .  F.
G r i g g , Mrs. C . F.
Grigg, Mattie,
Gross, Z. K
Gross. Mrs. Z. K.
Gross, Miss Agatha
Gross, Moten
Cross. Fred
Gross. 11’. B.
Gross, Mrs. W. B.
Gross, J. .
Gross, Mrs. J'. R.
Gross, Harrel
Gross, Norman,
Gross, Zack

Hackworth, Mrs. J. B.
Hackworth, Eliza
H a m m o n s ,  W  .
Hammons, James Shook
Hodges, Mrs. Rayford
Hol l is,  Mrs. E. D.
Hall" , Ruth
Hurs , Mrs. H. M.
Hurst, Julia
Hu r t , Rosa

Jones, R. E.
Jones, Mrs. R. E.‑
Jones, Cecil
Jones, Rudolph
Jones, Ruth I
Jones, Syddie
Jones, Jack
Jones, Mrs. Ethel
Jordan, Mrs . Walter

Keeble, F, H.
Keeble, Mrs. F. H.
Keeble, Hattie
K i r b y, Clarence
K i r b y, Ina
K i rby, Louise
K i r b y, Frank
Ki l l ian,  J .  S.
K y l e ,  W.  A .
Ky le , Mrs. W. A.
K y l e , Mack
Kyle, Mary

Lasater, Miss Nannie
London, Mrs. Frank

Maples,  M. C.
Mart in, Mrs . Saphronia
Martin, Wil l ie
Martin, Roy
Martin, Mrs . J. R.
Mart in, Walker
Mart in, Carter
Mart in, Louise
Martin, Ha l
M c A n e l l y,  R .  H .
McAnel ly, Mrs. R. H.
McAne l ly, Ethel
McAnelly, Roy

The brick bui ld ing where Philen’s Harness Factory is
now located was the church building unt i l 1895. It was
dedicated by Bishop 0. P. Fitzgerald.

The present building was completed in 1895, hav ing
been begun by W. W. Dorman.
Bishop J. C. Granberry.

It was dedicated by

Former Presiding Elder B. F. Lea was the grandfather
of Kelly Osmond Ingram, the
killed in the world war.

first American soldier

R O L L OF MEMBERS

McCarley, R. L.
McCar ley, Mrs. R. L .
McCar ley, Carl
M c C a r l e y, Doris
McCar ley. Jessie
McCord, Mrs. J. H.
McCracken, Mrs. Ola
McCracken, Mrs. Bennett

MM i l l e r, J . ,
M i l le r, Mrs. J . M.
Mi l ler,  J .  J .
Mi l le r, Mrs. J . J .
Miller, Sam .
Mi l ler, Walter Fred
Mil ler, Mrs. Charles
Moody. O. A.
M o o d y. Mrs. 0 . A .
M o o d y. Mrs. E d
M o o d y. Edward.
M o o d y, Gordon
Moody, Mildred
M o r g a n ,  T.  E .
M o r g a n , Mrs. T. E .
Morgan, Pearl
Morgan, Elizabech
Morgan , Bonnie
Morgan , K e l l y
McCarro l , Mrs. M. M.
Morris, Mrs. Fred

N y e . D r. G . E .
Nye, Mrs. G. E.

Payne. Mrs. M a r g a r e t
Payne. Mrs. J. W.
Pace, Thos. B.

. Pace, Mrs. Thos. B.
Parks, John
P a r k , Mrs . John
Parks, Edward
Parks, John Wil l
Parks, David
Parks, Mary
P e r r y,  J .  B .
Per ry, MrS, J , B .
Per ry, Leon
P r e s l e y.  J .  D .
Presley, Mrs. J. D.
Presley, Jas. B.
Presley, Mrs. J. B.
Presley, Charles
Pr ice ,  E .  C.
Price, Mrs. E. C.
Phil l ips, Mrs. Martha
Powell, Ralph
Proctor, John Wil l
Proctor, Worth

Robinson,'Mrs. Evie
Robinson, Margaret
Rosson, Miss Dovle
Rosson, Miss Sallie
ROSSon, James
Ridley, Lizzie
Ridley, Johnnie
Roden, Mrs. I. H.
Roden, Trevah
Rube ] . Mrs. Elizabeth



ROLL OF MEMBERS

Sells, Mrs. M a r y
Shelton, Mrs. Delbert
Shelton, Will iam
Shelton, M a r y Evelyn
Shelly, J. E.
Shipp, Mrs. C. W.
Sloan, Mrs. T. M.
Sloan, Pauline
Sloan. Ruth
Smith. Mrs. Sallie C.
Smith. Mrs. Mamie
Snodgrass, J. D. Sr.
Snodgrass. Mrs. J. D.
Snodgrass. Prentiss
Snodgrass, Mary
Snodgrass, John M.
Snodgrass, J. D. J r.
Snodgrass, E. C.
Snodmss . Mrs.
Stalev. James
Stalnv. Mrs. James
Sumner, Mattie

Thomas. D. W.
Thomas. Blackwell
Thomas. Mrs. Waco
’ l ‘ i fi l n ,  J ,  A ,
Tifl in, Mrs. J. A.

Venn, Burke
Vann. Mrs. Burke

, Vann. Ernest

Wallace, Mrs. D. K.
Wallace. Nina Lee
Wallace, Bryce
Wallace. Fred
Wallace. Bernice

E.  C.

Wallace. Mary
Wallace, Fannie
Webb. Mrs. Florence
Webb. David
Webb, Mrs. F. D.
Webb, Raymond
Webb. W. J.
Webb, Hazel
Webb. Cecile
Westmoreland. Geo.
White. H. M.
White. Mrs. H. M.
Wheeler, Mrs. J. H.
Wilhelms. Lawrence
Wood. E. D.
Wood. Mrs. E. D.
Wood. W a y n e
Wood. Delbert
Wood. Sid
Wood. Ber i t h
Woodall. Mrs. J. W.
Woodall Garland
Woodall. Mrs. Garland
Wondall H D
Woodall: Mrs. H. D.
Woodall, Tabor
Word, Mrs. W. J.
Word. R u b y
Word. Claud

Yo u n g , Mrs. G . E .
Young , Mrs. Carrie
Yo u n g , G ladys
Young , Grace
Young, Aubrey
Young, Mrs. W. E.

lam-n«somatictruck“:seam.r

fi r m s poem was w r i t t e n
by R. L. Hodges, S r . ,
when R . L . was i n fi f t h
g r a d e at Limrock.

Compl iments o f o u r
President,Bob Hodges

i : - - g much, an"!
' ' December 13,1921.
Dear Miss H a y n e s : ‘

-. Our class has written some poems,
for Christmas. We enjoyed writingl
them v e r y much. so l ’ m sending y o u
the fo l lowing poem I have writtenzl‑
i“'l‘here’s a m e r r y old Santa, sitting .

i n his s l e i g h ,
He’s shout ing to me , he’s shouting :‑
- t o m
aFor he's :aying li t t le g i r l , littleboy,
O h , the world’s running over with

J0 Y
Don’t you hear, don't y o u roe,
Hush, look into rho:- sleigh, '
I ' m h a p y a scan

Santa“Eeeps singing, a sleigh do y o u
1

;And five toys h i dby me in my sleigh.
Don’t meddle, don't touch, l i t t le g i r l ,,1

l l i t t le boy,
Now I ' m glad, I ’ m free a n d always

1 shall be .
B u t no t if he brings no toys to me.
So the m e r r y old Santa keeps singing:
Christmas to eyou and to me to yo

and t o m 1
And he singse a l l n ight , l i t t le g i r "

l i t t l e  boy,

H

_. B u t l o n g i t won't be, he br ings no
toys noteven a flea, ”

Unlessyou are good as good can be.
Your school f r i e n d , i

' R. L. Hodges. Fi f th Gradél_

' “ O h , the world’s r u n n i n g over with ‘

130113011 COUNTY Saarinen“molar '1,1937
" I

Lookmg flack On 1936

Jan. 1 6 ‐ H u g h B . Garland and wile
disappear f r o m Garland’s houseboat
in flooded Te'nnesoeo r iver near Com‑
er 811m:'Death of Mrs. J. S.Davis,
Mrs. W m . Allen; Scottsboro g i r l ,
L i l a B. Holder, suicides in Wetump‑
ks. pr ison.

' Jan. 23‐-Four ki l led in Sand Moun‑
ta ln tornado; Bankers met in Scotts‑
bow.‑

Jon. w-Hoywood Patterson given
15 years in loottéboro o n e t r ia l at

lnattaohondflooro. ,' ..
Fob. O‐Ncnty nogro oonvlcu'

born; Commissioners p u t ovor h i g h
way p r o fi c t abovo Mud :Ex t ra

clerk’s Job to Probate Ofllco. . "
Feb. 1 3 ‐ 6 0 7 Graves does not ‘1:

vorsa loatax ; DoathsotH.W.8tn
field. Wil l iam B. Payne.

Feb. 20‐8choola closed accoum

Feb. 27‐Walte‘r Danton hmorod
by state bottlors; Deaths of John T.

for deaths of convicts in t ruck on.

Gar land recovered f r o m r i ve r and
buried in Scottaboro cemetery.

Truck dr iver found dead in t ruck
near Hollywood.

March 1 2 ‐ M a y o r J. D. Snodg'raao
passer af ter being: mayor of Scotts‑
b o r omore than 40 years; _ Jackson‑
Wlklcata w o n E i g h t h Distr ict Cham‑
plonshlp.

Convention at Scottsboro; Death at
Jamoa K e e l .
‘ MuchZG‐R. Q.Starkey dleo at
Hollywood; ‘Dooth'oi' Mrs. Laura

c o l o n y ‑

car k i l l ing South Plttsburg-Billet. at
polico;TVAannounceoprogram:Los4
H i g h w a y m h m c o t t o n m .
Afillfia‐Doathotééfinold.

.  A m i m y h o m p m n o u y
woodmangloddnrallwaytrsch.

a w n ‐ M M W W
Payne.

at.Hotel.Scottaboro’.
“Ma

‘1

” 11 3 9 2 1 ‐ m enaileda m t m m
BrldgooratScottsboro, W.C.Bron_ 1y.»

Jinn, Deans i n ” . m.mfifinompoonloottsbom
M g n y t o n m m k l e r .

Juan‐{sparkmanwlnororcm‑
” J o r d o n r o r s m : Deathoof
u r e a - 111 . c o m -Harrison 11c‑
Cutohon,8¢ottobon. ~

J m l B ‐ D o o fl n o t l l r s .  H .  H .
Aalc‘Aneuy. mallcoJudge. Scotts‑
‘..: bot-o1Heatllrmchoo 1 0 1 in Scotts‑

in»N e wpostorflco annoimc‑
' ed f o r 'Scottsboro: C. P. Nelson se‑

lected f o r J a c b m H i g h principal.
July H t r a w Warren given 10

years f o r death of Pittsburg police
chief; James L. Beech hurled here;
Miss Anne Cotton dies at Lax-kins‑
vi l le.

Ju ly 9 ‐ F l o o d does b i g damage i n
Pa in t Rock Val ley; Claude Watkins
dies ln t ruck accident.

Ju ly 1 6 ‐ F r a n k Jones ki l ls Charley
Thompson in Val ley; Shir ley Bridges
dead. m o r a l lunar to truck wreck
near Cult plant; had storm ends”
b u t h a v e . .

zs‐cocinsetm 111m04
near

Jun 8 ‐ q u floors dlsappoaco:
Pau ly - ls oéaro ln stats. no caooaln.
Jackson. 2

August G ‐ Tw o men kil led in Va l ‑
e” um . “d‘egkmz°t-hyhrawlzmmw at Browns.. 4 W w o o c m m y m  m 4

waogust 18‐Decth d J. W Jacobo.
at  Fact ion

September a‐Hothodlot church
-property aelectod tor new poototflco,

I. W. Wlmborly dle'a at Stevenson. ,
September lo‐Goolesby- k i l led b y j

b a d m a d o ; D o a t h o t M 1 - I . E . T. Grooa..'1‘lpton b o y l n fl g h t o n square.
September 1 7 ‐T l p t o n and son

held without bond; Death or Mrs.
Robertson, W. P. O'Noal. State pays Nannie But ler. E

September 2 4 ‐ J . W. Woodall elect‑
,Bodles of bo th M r . and Mrs . H u g h B. ed mayor or Scottsboro.

October 1 ‐ To l l bridges freed w i t h
much celebration; Deaths of D r . J.

M a r c h 5 ‐ B o d y of Goo. C o f f m L. Prince, Stevenson, T. M. Morr is ,
found in sinkhole near Widows Bar: deEePO“: 1- 19- 531mm Fuklerv 3‑

C. Hor ton at Princeton, J. 3. Man‑
n i n g at Guntersvlllo. N

October M a r e n Gifford, l o n g do‑
clarcd dead. found alive. Deaths of
W. H. Thomaaon, V. B. 'Tlptan.
Scotfsborof Singing cmvc’ntlon at
S o o t t s b o r o .  ‘
O c t o b e r 1 5 ‐To l b e r t show employee-‘ March 1 W 6 B. P. n- W. h i t and mafia by ear in Scott-born:

Convict 1 a m another at camp here.
October.i t s ‐ C i t y buys playground

alto. ‑
November 5 ‐ 1 1 . . K e l l y , W. 3.

Jane. W a i n ,Director ’l ‘ugwollv is i ts Thomas, 3 1 - 1 . a n dlolnScotts‑
boro. Roosevelt runs pret ty good f o r

- A p r i lH t r a w Warreninver-o! president heroand, M M ” ‑
November 12‐1111: R o a m opens

at Scottsboro;Po lk Webb ki l led by
-Bteelo ..ln Val ley; Deaths of

J. D. Brannon, H o o t e r Leroy.
Word at Scottsbmo 1

November n ‐ R e v . Sturdlvant r o ‑
turns to Séottaboro Methodist church.
, November N ‐ A u t o accident l u l l :
l i t t le Juno Sumner; Huntsville heats

A p r q 30‐Doatho or Mrs.mm m; ‘Bmlnnan anoint sm‑
S m l t b a t A o p o l a n d I n - a . J . LKonysnsoa; Woman jump?- t rom balloon

solely; T V A h a s [ct-together mow
‐Dm.91c...wmwm...1 - - . - . - ‑

Doomborlaooolooobohhfluofl



JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIAJTON OFFICERS - 1979 _

Pres ident - R . L . (Bob ) Hodges, J r . , S c o t t s b o r o

V. P r e s . - M r s . Ne lson V a r n e l l , S e c t i o n

S e c r e t a r y - Mrs . Har r i son Smith, S c o t t s b o r o

Treasurer - M r s . Rex Page , Woodville

Directors - his. A ” K a t h r y n A r m s t r o n g , S tevenson
H a r r y Campbe l l , S e c t i o n
M r s . J o e Cromeans, S c o t t s b o r o
Rex Page, Woodvil le

Jackson Coun t y Chron ic les E d i t o r : M r s . Ann B. Chambless
R o u t e 4 , B o x 265,
Scot tsboro , Alabama 35768

Please submit y o u r h i s t o r i C a I d a t a t o Ann Chambless f o r use
in Jackson County Chronicles.

Yo u s t i l l h a v e t i m e t o p a y y o u r d u e s ; j u s t m a i l y o u r check t o :

Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n
M r s . A l i c e R u t h Page
R o u t e 1 , B o x l l
Woodvi l le, Alabama 35776

R e g u l a r membership 2 $7.50/year
L i f e Membership - $100 .00

P l e a s e p r o v i d e : NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

( I F You HAVE ALREADY PAID YGJR DUES, PLEASE DISREGARD THIS NOTICE. )

The Honorable Robert E . Jones is t h e Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion 's

fi r s t l ife member.

Thank you , Bob Jones, f o r y o u r con t inua l i n t r e s t and suppor t .

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

, MEMBERSHIP DUES PAID

FOR 1979

A . K a t h r y n A r m s t r o n g M r s . Waco D e r r i c k
K a t e J . BradfOrd M r . Waco D e r r i c k
M r s . Loyd C r a w f o r d M r s . E r n e s t i n e R u s s e l l
M r s . E . G . Henn inge r M r s . B i l l B . Webb, S r .
M r s . Susan B . Rudder M r . J e s s F . P h i l l i p s
M r . F . B . Pa rke r M r s . H e l e n C . P h i l l i p s
M r s . F. B . P a r k e r > M r s . E l l a R u t h L s m b e r t h
Sco t t sbo ro J r . H i g h S c h o o l L i b r a r y M r s . Ann B . Chamblesa
M r s . C h r i s t i n e Summer M r . E . L . Immber th
M r s . D o r o t h y M. Wi l l i ams Mrs. V i r g i n i a M. Lindenmeyer
M r . C h a r l e s M . H e a t h M r s . H . T. A r m s t r o n g
M r s . C h a r l e s M. H e a t h M r s . W i l l i a m W. McCutchen
.Mr. Rober t L. (Bob)Hodges D r . Jan ice Jones
M r . Robe r t E . Jones



NEWS FLASH NEWS FLASH

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION APPROVES GRANT FOR HISTORICAL
SURVEY OF SCOTTSBORO: ‘

The f o l l o w i n g in fo rmat ion prov ided by S c o t t s b o r o C i t y Planner,
M r. Dennis G r i f fi n . Ceme t o m e e t i n g Janua ry 2 1 and l e a r n more
o f Mr. G r i f fi n ' s plans.>

GRANT APPLICATION FORM

. F i s c a l Y e a r 1978

TO: A labama H i s t o r i c a l Commissionv Name of P r o j e c t
725 M o n r o e S t r e e t . . - i ‘ ‑

' M o n t g o m e r y ” , A labama 36130 . V HiSIQEj-C District slime},

' A p p l i c a n t ' s Name a n d A d d r e s s ‘ . C i t y o f Scottsboro
C i t y Hall
9l6 South Broad Street
Scottsboro, Alabama 35768
(205) 574‐3100

P r o p e r t y O w n e r ' s Name and A d d r e s s @ Approximately 125 seperate

_ properties are to be examined by the survey,

5 Complete A d d r e s s o f P r o p e r t y VThe proposedh is to r i c district boundaries

1' are as follows: North - South Railroad Avenue. South - Magnolia S t ree t , . ‑

East - Scott S t ree t , and West - Houstofl_§treeti__1§egLanatiQn_MapJ_________

P r e s e r v a t i o n  O b j e c t i v e

The p r i n c i p a l o b j e c t i v e o f t h i s p r o j e c t i s t o d e v e l o p a n i m p l e ‑
mentable s t r a t e g y t o insu re t h a t s t r u c t u r e s c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e
h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i fi c a n c e o f t h e p roposed d i s t r i c t a r e p r o t e c t e d
a n d p r e s e r v e d .

In Order to meet t h i s objective, t h e C i t y m u s t fi r s t p e r f o r m a
* .comprehensive.survey w h i c h w i l l adequately.assess t h e h i s t o r i c a l

and a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i fi c a n c e o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l s t r u c t u r e s located
w i t h t h e "Courthouse D i s t r i c t " . ‘ The s u r v e y w i l l t h e n e n a b l e t h e
C i t y t o s p e c i fi c a l l y d e fi n e a n h i s to r i c d i s t r i c t mee t ing N a t i o n a l
R e g i s t e r , c r i t e r i a .

" VA f t e r t h e d i s t r i C t i s defined, the C i t y w i l l b e i n a p o s i t i o n t o
e x p l o r e a l t e r n a t i v e s t r a t e g i e s f o r t h e enhancement a n d p r e s e r v a ‑
t i o n o f t h e a rea .

P r o j e c t  J u s t i fi c a t i o n

The C i t y o f S c o t t s b o r o has demons t ra ted i t s keen interest in t h i s
d i s t r i c t in a l l o c a t i n g f o r improvements to the d i s t r i c t a p p r o x i ‑
m a t e l y $ 1 . 4 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s f r o m f u n d s ob ta ined ‘ th rough t h e U. S.

‘ D e p a r t m e n t o f Housing and Urban' Development under the Community
Development B lock G r a n t Program. S p e c i fi c a l l y, t h e f u n d s have

-been used f o r s t r e e t , w a t e r, sewer, d ra inage , sidewalks, a n d
gene ra l landscape improvements.

ReCognizing t h e importance of p r e s e r v i n g a n d enhancing the
“historical c h a r a c t e r of t h i s d i s t r i c t , it is now a p p r o p r i a t e
t h a t the C i t y t a k e ‘ i t s e f f o r t s one s t e p f u r t h e r . A s u r v e y w i l l
p r o v i d e t h e base needed f o r p lann ing o f p r e s e r v a t i o n and
r e s t o r a t i o n activit ies.

.The C i t y is seek ing fi n a n c i a l ass is tance f r o m t h e Alabama
H i s t o r i c a l Commission f o r t h e s p e c i fi c purpose o f survey ing t h e
"Courthouse D i s t r i c t " r e s u l t i n g in a . w r i t t e n p l a n which w i l l
o u t l i n e p r e s e r v a t i o n o b j e c t i v e s and g o a l s . A l l wo rk p e r f o r m e d

. w i t h assistance f rom t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l Commission w i l l be
'v,d i rected t o w a r d t h i s purpose, 1 ‑
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NEWSLETTER NO. EIGHTEEN APRIL 12, 1979

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: S e v e r a l J a c t s o n C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n
members a r e now a c t i v e l y e n g a g e d in t h e H i s t o r i c Survey o f Sco t t sboro .
We a r e a l l h a v i n g l o a d s o f f u n a s w e r e s e a r c h o l d n e w s p a p e r s and deeds.
O u r r e s e a r c h e r s r e p o r t t h e m o s t p l e a s a n t a n d f r u i t f u l e x p e r i e n c e s a s
t h e y i n t e r v i e w some of Scot tsboro 's " h i s t o r i c a l o rac les . ” One member
e x p r e s s e d s u r p r i s e i n t h e amount o f i n f o r m a t i o n h e has been a b l e t o
c o m p i l e i n such a s h o r t t i m e . I f y o u c a n e x p a n d o u r e f f o r t , p l e a s e
o f f e r a s s i s t a n c e t o o u r ” c o r e " c o m m i t t e e : i t s . Judy Proctor, Mrs.
Ann Chambless, Mr. N e l s o n Va r n e l l , M r . Car los Page, M r . Walter Hammer,
or y o u r President.

W e a r e i n t e r e S t e d i n any b u i l d i n g o v e r fi f t y ( 5 0 ) y e a r s o l d w i t h i n our
p r e v i o u s l y d e s i g n a t e d a r e a w h e t h e r r e s i d e n t i a l o r commercial. w e m u s t
document when it was b u i l t , who des igned i t , and how t h e b u i l d i n g was
o r i g i n a l l y used. P l e a s e h e l p u s any way yOu can:

BOB HODGES , PRESIDENT

PROGRAM MEETTNG -. APRIL 122, 1979 - 2 : 3 0 pan.

The Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Association w i l l meet Sunday, A p r i l 22,
1979, 2:30 p.m., a t S c o t t s b o r o C i t y Hal l A u d i t o r i u m ; M r s . Gene
H e n u i n g e r, Program V i c e President, has announced h e r gues t speaker a s
Mr. Jimmy Moore, an a n t i q u e d e a l e r of F t . Oglethorp, Georg ia . Mr.
Moore a l s o teaches n i g h t c l a s s e s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f Tennessee i n
Cha t t anooga re l a t i n g to am-iQues and fl a i r col lect ion. He w i l l speak
on " A n t i q u e s f o r Love a n d Inves tment . " M r . Moore is q u i t e knowledge:
ab le a b o u t c u t g l a s s and i s c o n s i d e r e d a n e x p e r t i n t h e fi e l d o f
f u r n i t u r e r e fi n i s h i n g . Portions o f h i s discussion w i l l c o v e r
a n t i q u e s wh ich m i g h t have b e e n a t home i n many o f Jackson Coun ty ' s
o l d e r landmarks.

ATTENTION: EXECUTIVE BOARD

There w i l l be a m e e t i n g o f t h e Execu t i ve B o a r d on A p r i l 22, a t 2 : 0 0 p . m .
j u s t p r i o r t o t h e r e g u l a r p rog ram m e e t i n g .

You s t i l l have t i m e t o pay y o u r d u e s ; j u s t m a i l y o u r c h e c k t o :

Jackson Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n R e g u l a r membersh ip - $7.50
M r s . A l i c e Ruth Page L i f e Membership - $100.00
R o u t e One, Box @ 0 3 4
Woodvi l le , Alabama 35776

Please p r o v i d e : NAME

ADDRELS .
CGTF STATE : Z I P

( I F YOU HAVE AIREADY PAID YOUR DUES, PLEASE DISREGARD THIS NOTICE. )

Membersh ip e n t i t l e s y o u t o r e c e i v e t h e q u a r t e r l y p u b l i c a t i o n o f
t h e Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion , "The Jackson C o u n t y
C h r o n i c l e s " w h i c h i s m a i l e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y t e n days p r i o r t o o u r
q u a r t e r l y m e e t i n g s i n J a n u a r y, A p r i l , J u l y , and October.



GlEANINGS FROM THE PAST RELATING TO EDUCATION/SCHOOLS IN JACKSON CO.

T h i s s e c t i o n o f t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y C h r o n i c l e s i s d e d i c a t e d
to education/schools in Jackson C o u n t y . Noa t t e m p t has b e e n
made t o c r e a t e a c h r o n o l o g i c a l , n a r r a t i v e h i s t o r y o n t h i s s u b ‑
j e c t a l t h o u g h t h e r e i s a d e fi n i t e need f o r same. The i n f o r ‑
m a t i o n i n c l u d e d h e r e i n h a s b e e n c o m p i l e d and c o n t r i b u t e d b y
M r . N e l s o n Va r n e l l , M r s . E l i zaLMae Woodal lq y a r E d i t o r Ann
Chambless,and M r . We n d e l l Page.

I n 1850, t h e w h i t e p o p u l a t i o n o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y , Alabama w a s
11,754. The 1850 c e n s u s f o r J a c k s o n COunty shows t h a t on ly l5 ;
men l i s t e d t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n a s t h a t o f t e a c h e r. M o r e t h a n l i k e l y ,
t h e r e were o t h e r s who. l i s t e d some o t h e r o c c u p a t i o n ( s u c h a s
m i n i s t e r o r e v e n f a r m e r ) a s t h e i r pr imary o c c u p a t i o n b e c a u s e
s c h o o l t e a c h i n g o n l y o c c u p i e d t h e i r time t w o t o t h r e e months

‘during t h e y e a r . The t e a c h e r s t a k e n f r o m the 1850 census a r e :

John Montgomery - L o n g I s l a n d (near H a r r i s Chapel)
Hugh C a m e r o n - L h n g I s l a n d
James Ve r n e r ‐ ficran's Cove
John Sherley - B o l i v a r _ - . E .

M a r t i n M i l l i g a n - s o u t h s i d e o f Tennessee R i v e r n e a r C a p t e r t o n ' s i fl ' _
F e r r y . , 5 ' ”
J o h n A. H a l l - Roach's Cove ,
R o b e r t J o n e s - Woods Coveifiauta a r e a s _u_
W fl l i a m H i g g i n s - L a r k i n s v i l l e '34?
I r a G , Wood - L a r k i n s v i l l e ’ ?
H e n r y Shelton ‐ Boxes Cove
J o e l C . Te d b e t t e r - Woodv i l l e
Adam L . H i d e r ( H y t e r ) - P a i n t Rock Va l l e y
F r a n c i s l a r k i n - P a i n t R o c k V a l l e y
Benjamin Toney ~ P a i n t Rock Va l l e y
W i l l i a m Ward a B e l l e f o n t e ( l i v e d a t Daniel M a r t i n I n n )

The fi r s t record of a female t e a c h e r found in Jackson Cdunty ‘_
was in ladOtJacksOn C o u n t y census. Mar tha McCord, age 20, ‘
was l i v i h g in t h e household of E l i j a h BaREr l i g o n and_was‘ ‘3
l i s t e d as a s é h o o l t eache r. E l i j a h Ba L igon i s y o u r E a i t o r ' g '
g rea t -g reafiwgrea t g r a n d f a t h e r : t h e r e f o r e , i t i s a known f a é t "
t h a t Martha McCord was o f n o r e l a t i o n t o t h e ldgons , “The =
o n l y reason f o r h e r to be f o u n d in t h i s househohi in 1860 was
because she was b o a r d i n g w i t h t h e Ligons and t e a c h i n g t h e i r
c h i l d r e n . This f a m i l y had donated land and some funds f o r a
community c h u r c h c a l l e d L i g o n C h a p e l in t h e Sau te a rea , and
p o s s i b l y M a r t h a MCCord t a u g h t h e r s c h o o l i n L i g o n C h a p e l .

David H . Harris adve r t i sed h i s school near Bellefonte in
the A p r i l l l , 1839, e d i t i o n of t h e Bellefonte Courier and
Jackson C o u n t y Republ ican as f o l l o w s :

"Academical E l y s i a - S i x m i l e s w e s t of B e l l e f o n t e , T . 3 , R . 6 .
The w r i t e r has a b u i l d i n g b e i n g e r e c t e d i n w h i c h h e i n t e n d s
e s t a b l i s h i n g a permanent Semina ry f o r t h e i n s t r u c t i o n o f you th
and dissemination of u s e f u l k n o w l e d g e . It is l o c a t e d on an o
e x q u i s i t e l y d e l i g h t f u l eminence where v a r i e t y o f s c e n e r y, pu re
a i r , good w a t e r , and the gvmnasium w i l l c o n t r i b u t e t o g i v e
b u o y a n c y t o t h e s p i r i t s , s t r e n g t h t o t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n , and
v i g o u r to t h e minds of t h e s t u d e n t . I t is in t h e neighborhcoi
o f h i g h l y r e s p e c t a b l e and i n d e p e n d e n t f a r m e r s , among whom
b o a r d i n g c a n be obtained on reasonable t e r m s . _Gentlemen .
. r e s i d i n g a t a d i s t a n c e who may b e desirous t o p l a c e t h e i r sons
under t h e c a r e o f a n e x p e r i e n c e d and s k i l l f u l i n s t r u c t o r in“th?
rud imen ts o f a good E n g l i s h e d u c a t i o n may g e t admi t tance by an
e a r l y a p p l i c a t i o n .
T u i t i o n - One D o l l a r p e r Month. T { m e - Nine Months. To b e g i n
A p r i l 1 , 1839. Signed: Dav id H . H a r r i s . "

Y o u w i l l n o t e t h a t M r . H a r r i s ‘ Semina ry was f o r boys. However,
t h e r e w a s a f e m a l e academy a t B e l l e f o n t e , and M r s . C la rence
K i r b y ' s grandmother a t tended same in t h e 18505.

P o s s i b l y o t h e r H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t i on members c a n add a d d i t i o n a l
names o f s t u d e n t s who a t tended t h e schoo ls i n B e l l e f o n t e .
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Can any O f o u r members t e l l u s more about t h e W o o d v i l l e Female
. Seminar ? M r . w. G Jones , S r . of Woodvi l le has a cert ificate

presented to h i s mother on September 13 ,1872 when she was M 1 8 5
Demarious Woodal l w h i c h w a s s1gned' A f f e c t i o n a t e 1 y p r e s e n t e d b y
M i s s Rosalie N o r r i s , PRINCIPAL OF 11001117111115: FEMAIE SEMINARY. '
P l e a s e h e l p y o u r E d i t o r l e a r n of t h i s school's l o c a t i o n and
h i s t o r y .

i

M iss Wooda l l was commended f c r r e a c h i ng t h e h i h e s t hono
t h e most advanced c l a s s " o f t h i s Seminary of leirning." rs 0f

,v'fi'
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Teachers L i c e n s e i s s u e d t o S i l a s Parsons C h i l d r e s s , S r . o n
November 2 , 1 8 8 9 . S.P.Chi ldress t a u g h t 1.n s e v e r a l a r e a s ‘
o f Jao1son County in t h e 18803 a n d 18908 1nc lud i .ng s e v e r a l
t e r m s in t h e Santa/Temperance H i l l ( t h e n c a l l e d B u l l e t R idge ) a r e a

vand at K i r b y '3 C r e e k on Sand Mountai_n. I t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e
t e a c h e r s h a d t o p a s s a t e s t e a c h s c h o o l y e a r a s t h e f a m i l y
h a s p r e s e r v e d c o p i e s o f h i s g r a d e d l i c e n s e f o r many y e a r s .
Y o u w i l l n o t e theabove l i c e n s e a u t h o r i z e d h i m t o t e a c h f o r
t h r e e y e a r s f r o m t h e d a t e of issuance.



GREEN ACADEMY

G r e e n Academy a t N a t , A l a b a m a w a s b u i l t a n d o p e r a t e d b y t h e
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l C h u r c h whose h e a d q u a r t e r s w e r e i n New Y o r k C i t y .
A t w o - r o o m s c h o o l house w a s opened i n 1890 o n t h e t o p o f
Cumberland Moun ta in o v e r l o o k i n g E e t e r s Cove n e a r Woodv i l le ,
Alabama. A f t e r t h e fi r s t y e a r , t h e s c h o o l b u i l d i n g w a s e n ‑
l a r o e d and m o r e t e a c h e r s w e r e added . There w e r e a l s o r e s i d e n t
c o t t a g e s f o r t h e t e a c h e r s who came m a i n l y f r o m t h e Nor th .
S t u d e n t s g r a d u a t i n g f r o m G r e e n Academy w e r e q u a l i fi e d t o
e n t e r co l l efle 0 Many s t u d e n t s a l s o b o a r d e d on t h e mounta in.

The f o l l o w i n g i s a n a n n o u n c e m e n t o f t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e f a l l
t e r m i n a n O c t o b e r , 1900 e d i t i o n o f The P r o g r e s s i v e A g e :

” G r e e n Academy, N a t , Alabama"

The f a l l t e r m opened S e p t e m b e r 1 7 (1900) , w i t h a c o r p s o f
c o m p e t e n t t eache rs , a n d t h e r e i s t h e p rophecy o f a good y e a r
o f w o r k . Among o u r h i g h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s o f l e a r n i n g , Ingham
U n i v e r s i t y , I o w a C o l l e g e and M t . Ho lyoke a r e r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e
f a c u l t y . I t i s hoped t h a t many young m e n and women who a r e
r e a l l y e a r n e s t s e e k e r s a f t e r a t h o r o u g h e d u c a t i o n . w i l l a v a i l
themselves o f t h e s p l e n d i d o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f f e r e d . S ince t h e
o b j e c t o f t h e s c h o o l i s t o a i d a s many a s p o s s i b l e , t h e t u i t i o n
r a t e s a r e p u t s o l o w t h a t n o n e n e e d b e l e f t o u t .

T u i t i o n i n l a t i n sourse p e r month, $ 1 . 2 5 .

T u i t i o n i n a l l o t h e r g r a d e s p e r month, $ 1 . 0 0 .

T u i t i o n i n Music p e r ( h a l f h o u r ) lesson, $ 0 . 2 5 .

S p e c i a l advantaoes to t h o s e fi t t i n g themselves f o r t e a c h i n g .

M r . John R. Kennamer gave a p a r t i a l l i s t of some of t h e s t u d e n t s
who at tended Green Academy at N a t as f o l l o w s :

G e o r g e W.W i l l i s , Roberii I . G411io, H e n r y 011113, Mabel, Rnxie,
and Elizabeth (hl l i s , Wil1iam Haves, 1es1ie H Woodall, SgnFord
D. lee,111i lhur Che, Andrew Houk, Harvey Houk, W i l l Rd Stephens,
Charles 0. Kannamer, Thomas J. (annamer, J. R. Woodall, R. E,
Chand le r, Noah Walker, Andrew and Sam S1elton, John R. Kennamer,
W i l 1 i a m9he1ton, N e ] . s o n Onwart, E z e k i e l Kennedy, R o b e r t " recise,
Edna C g e , E‘d B r o y l e s , M r s . Ieona W o o d a l l M e r r i t t , M r s . E l e a n o r
L i n d s a y B o y d , M r s . L a u r a W i l s o n B a t t l e s , W i l l i a m L i l l y , John,
R i c h a r d , and N e l l i e Cochran, N e l l i e F r a z i e r , F e l i x and C a l v i n
Rousseau, W i l l i a m J. Whitaker, Samue l W1nninger, C h a r l e y
Mann ing , Robe r t A . , A l b e r t , Ru fus , P a r r y , A r t h u r, and Miss
D e l l a H a l l , Ed C l a r k , M a r t i n Cobb, R o b e r t McCamey, Robe r t
G r o s s , W i l l , H u g h , and P l i n y Jackson, Eva Jackson, W. S.
Kennamer, R o b e r t I a n d H i l l C. J o n e s , W. H. B u t l e r , J u l i a
B u t l e r Kennamer, Low G o o s b y, James S. Swaim, W i l l M o n e y, B e n
I s b e l l , E r n e s t Wann, W i l l Chandler, R o h e r t L. H a l l , C l a y Evans,
Bess ie Evans Pe te rs , Ben W. Kennamer, Sus ie Wi lson B a l l a r d ,
L e n a H u g g i n s , J o e , John, and Charles Lewis, JOnny1"oods, I d a
Walke r, E r n e s t K i r b y, Mar tha , John, a n d Oscar ih l len Sam a n d
M o l l i e M a p l e s , C o r n e l i a a n d Co lumbus Owen, J i l i j a h 3.0tter,
H a r v e y Kennamer, W i l l Evans, N e l l i e Coe, and G i l l i e C o r n e l i s o n
BiShOP- ( ” a g e s 103-106, J. R. Kannamer's H i s t o r y of J a c t s o n
C o u n t y . )
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L a r k i n s v i l l e

Yo u r E d i t o r f o u n d a r e f e r e n c e t o t h e L a r k i n s v i l l e Ma le
Academy ( i n a d e e d ) w h i c h w o u l d p r e d a t e t h e L a r k i n s v i l l e H i g h
S c h o o l d e s c r i b e d i n a n a d v e r t i s e m e n t i n t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y
H e r a l d i n 1868. E r s k i n e R u s s e l l was p r i n c i p a l o f t h e I a r k i n s ‑
v i l l e H i g h S c h o o l i n 1868.

Scot tsboro

The fi r s t s e s s i o n o f t h e S c o t t s b o r o H i g h School opened o n
March 16, 1868, i n a b u i l d i n g o n Chestnut S t r e e t ( n o r t h o f t h e
r a i l r o a d ) w h i c h t h e P r i n c i p a l , T . G . Windes, had b o u g h t f r o m
M r s . R o b e r t T. S c o t t i n 1868. M r s . B e t t i e E . M i l l s was M r .
windes’ a s s i s t a n t . The n e x t y e a r , M r . Windes s o l d h i s s c h o o l
t o M r . T. J . Woods, a Methodist m i n i s t e r, who a d v e r t i s e d h i s

\schoo l in 1869. M r . Woods a l s o a l l o w e d t h e community to u s e
h i s b u i l d i n g f o r c h u r c h s e r v i c e s u n t i l the B a p t i s t s b u i l t what
was c a l l e d t h e "B r i c k Church" on t h e C o r n e r of L a u r e l and
Caldwell Streets (where D e r r i c k F u r n i t u r e Company i s now
l o c a t e d i n t h e D e r r i c k B u i l d i n g bu i l t i n 1 9 3 9 . ) "The Br ick
Church" was used a s a S c h o o l b u i l d i n g f r o m 1872 u n t i l August
o f 1883. I n 1872, t h e s c h o o l was u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f A .
Erskine R u s s e l l and M r s . M. P. B r o w n ( h i s second w i f e ) . M r .
E r s k i n e s t o o d n e a r l y s e v e n f e e t , had l o n g b l a c k h a i r and c o a t
t a i l s , and f a r - r e a c h i n g a r m s t h a t w ie lded a r o d t h a t showed
a m a s t e r hand. ( I n f o on M r . Ersk ine f r o m w r i t t e n memoirs o f
one o f h i s S n o d g r a s s p u p i l s . )

S c o t t Academy opened in AugUSt, 1883, and was located at
t h e f o o t of Cumberland Mounta in j u s t n o r t h of t h e much l a t e r _
C a r v e r H i g h School. A f t e r S c o t t Academy burned, t he S e o t t s b o r o
C o l l e g e and Normal School opened i n 1889 i n t h e new co l lege
b u i l d i n g a t t h e c o r n e r o f bmr t in , S c o t t , and C o l l e g e Avenue.
The school h e r e became t h e Tr i - S t a t e Normal U n i v e r s i t y i n
1894. When the s c h o o l p r o p e r t y was bought b y t h e Southern
B a p t i s t U o n y e n t i o n i n 1901, t h e name Was changed t o t h e
B a p t i s t Thati tuté.

(Reference Sources: J a c k s o n C o u n t y, Alabama Deeds and Newspapers)
r ' v ‘
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JACKSON COUNTY H I G H SCHOUL

The f o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n i s f r o m a repor t o n the s c h o o l s
f o r m e r l y o c c u p y i n g t h e p r e m i s e s w h e r e o n n o w s t a n d s t h e We n d e l l
Page E l e m e n t a r y Schoo l . T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n h a s b e e n c o m p i l e d b y
b k . N e l s o n Va r n e l l a s a p a r t o f h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e h i s t o r i c
s u r v e y o f S c o t t s b o r o b e i n g c o n d u c t e d b y t h e C i t y o f S e o t t s b o r o
w i t h t h e h e l p o f J a c k s o n Coun ty H 4 s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n members.

O n A u g u s t 7 , 1907, a b i l l w a s p a s s e d b y t h e Alabama l e g i s l a ‑
t u r e p r o v i d i n g f o r a c o u n t y h i g h s c h o o l i n e a c h c o u n t y w i t h i n
t h e S t a t e o f Alabama. S c o t t s b o r o w a s s e l e c t e d a s the s i t e , a n i
t h e fi r s t s e s s i o n o f t h e J a c k s o n Coun ty H i g h School o p e n e d o n
S e p t e m b e r 21, 1908, a t 8 : 0 0 a.m. w i t h a t o t a l o f 9 1 s t u d e n t s
e n r o l l e d o n t h e fi r s t d a y . M r . J . R . ward was t h e fi r s t p r i n ‑
c i p a l .

7 The f o l l o w i n g a r e t h e names o f some t e a c h e r s and s t u d e n t s
a t t e n d i n g Jackson C o u n t y H4gh Schoo l f r o m t h e fi r s t year, 1908,‘
t h r o u g h t h e year 1916. A t t h a t t i m e , o n l y e l e v e n g r a d e s w e r e
t a u g h t . The f o l l o w i n g e a r l y g r a d u a t e s w e r e q u i t e h e l p f u l i n
s u p p l y i n g names and memories o f t h e i r y e a r s a t t h e fi r s t Jackson
C o u n t y H i g h School: M r s . D o r o t h y ~ C A l fl w e l l Huffman, M r s . M a r y
McClendon Wynn, M453 Mary C o t t o n , M r s . Ann ie l e e C o t t o n webb,
M r . G r a d y Thomas, M iss 1901a Matthews, and M r . Claude Matthews.
M r s . D a i s y K e e b l e a l s o s h a r e d i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e s u b j e c t .

The fi r s t c l a s s t o g r a d u a t e f r o m t h e J a c k s o n County H i g h
S c h o o l r e c e i v e d t h e i r d i p l o m a s i n 1913 and w e r e :

D o r o t h y C a l d w e l l H u f f m a n
H o u s t o n Map les
Madge_Porter H a l l
Veda Jacobs S o i v e y
C o r n e l i a Ca ldwe l l Gay
Alma Blakemore C o f f e y

Some o f t he i r t e a c h e r s were:

pr inc ipa l , P ro fesso r John H u f f s t u t l e r , M i s s M e l t o n , and Miss
m 11 Maple s ,-

N o t e ; Mr. Va r n e l l i s t r y i n g to add to t h e l i s t o f teachers to
make i t more c o m p l e t e .

S t u d e n t s who g r a d u a t e d i n t h e C l a s s o f 191a, a c c o r d i n g t o
The P r o g r e s s i v e Age p u b l i s h e d t h a t y e a r , w e r e :

Ruby S k e l t o n Moody
J e p Moody, S r .
M a r g a r e t Hayes
Annie Tu c k e r
R u t h S k e l t o n
M a r y N e l s o n Beech
E l l a W o r t h i n g t o n Hembree
Charles B a r c l a y
A l b e r t K i r b y

N o t e ; Mr. Va r n e l l i s s t i l l
i n t h e p r o c e s s o f i d e n t i f y i n g
t e a c h e r s f o r t h i s c l a s s .

The f o l l o w i n g a r e names o f t h e g r a d u a t i n g C l a s s o f 1915,
J a c k s o n County H i g h S c h o o l , t a k e n f r o m t t e Auvust 5 , 1915,
e d i t i o n o f t h e P r o g r e s s i v e A g e :

H a m l i n Caldwel l
‘Ada K i r b y
W i l l i a m Jones

Eugen ia S n o d g r a s s
P a u l Smi th
E u r o p e Caldwel l
R ichard “C(311119Y
Z e l l a W i l l i a m s
Doug las Timberlake
l u c y  F r i c k s
Sam H u n t e r
M r s . Sam Hunter
Herman Campbe l l
E l e a n o r Chandler

The F a c u l t y t h a t y e a r :
E v e l y n P a y t o n , and M r.

Wa l k e r  S m i t h
H e n r y  T u c k e r
F r a n c e s Arendale
Annie l e e C o t t o n (Webb)
Cora P r o v i n c e
J o h n S h i p p
N e l l e Ashmore
B i l l H u n t e r

R. P. W i l l s , M i s s S a r a h Melton, Miss
I r a Ta y l o r .



The fi r s t f o o t b a l l t e a m o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y H i g h S c h o o l w a s
o r g a n i z e d i n 1913. T h i s p i c t u r e i s o f t h e 1914 f o o t b a l l t e a m
and w a s l o a n e d to M r . Va r n e l l by M r . C l a u d e Matthews, No. 8 in
t h e p i c t u r e . Yo u w i l l n o t e t h e t h r e e d o r m i t o r i e s i n t h e b a c k ‑
g r o u n d . M r . M a t t h e w s l i v e d i n one o f t h e t h r e e d o r m i t o r i e s shown
i n t h e p i c t u r e above . H e s a i d t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g s w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d
o n p r o p e r t y owned b y F t . R o b e r t S k e l t o n and were r e n t e d t o
J a c t s o n C o u n t y H i g h S c h o o l a s t h e s c h o o l w a s n o t fi n a n c i a l l y a b l e
t o p u r c h a s e t h e b u i l d i n g s a t t h a t t i m e . I n 1916, t w o o f t h e s e
b u i l d i n g s burned, l e a v i n g t h e o n e n o w s t a n d i n g a t 518 S c o t t
S t r e e t n o w owned b y Pk. C . , O ° B l a c k w e l l . A f t e r b e i n g u s e d b y
t h e schoo l , t h e Roy G i s t f a m i l y r e s i d e d h e r e f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s .
T t h a s b e e n altered c o n s i d e r a b l y , a n d i s now r e n t e d a s a n
a p a r t m e n t b u i l d i n g by M r . Blackwel lo

N o t i c e t h a t t h e p l a y e r s a r e o n t h e f o o t b a l l fl a y i n g fi e l d
a t t h e r e a r o f t h e b u i l d i n g s . T h i s w a s w h e r e t h e y p r a c t i c e d .
M r . C l a u d e Matthews i d e n t i fi e d t h e p l a y e r s a s f o l l o w s , s t a r t i n g
l e f t t o r i g h t , t o p r o w :

A d k i n s S m i t h
J a c k S h i n p - made a d o c t o r ,
P a u l Benson - f a t h e r o f F r e d X u s s e l l anson

. H e r m a n C a m p b e l l
l a y C a m b b e l l

A . L o ( M u t t ) P e t t y
toy Sanders ‐ w a s a c a r d e a l e r i n S o u t h ” i t t s b u r g , Tennessee

C l a u d e Matthews - l i v e s 705 Adams S e r Q t , S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama
9. Edward NCGahey - f a t h e r of J o e MCGahey
1 0 . J o e Thaxton
11. B i l l H u n t e r
12 . Ty l e s Hombree ‐ w o r k e d i n ” o s t O f fi c e i n S e o t t s b o r o
13 . J i m Pres ley . owned d r u g s t o r e and was o i l d e a l e r
14. H i l l JoUPS - m a i l c a r r i e r i n Woodv i l l e , Alabama area
15. P o r t e r Thnxton - l i v e d in Tuscaloosa and Chat tanooga , Tannessee.

M r . Ma t thews t h i n k s a l l t h o s e p l a y e r s extent f o u r o r F i v e a re
now deceased.

1914 Jackson County H i g h School
F o o t b a l l Team



The names o f t h e c l a s s g r a d u a t i n g o n i a y 10, 1916, w a s t a k e n
f r o m a n i n v i t a t i o n b e l o n g i n g t o Miss M a r y C o t t o n who s h a r e d
i t w i t h h e r f r i e n d , M r s . Ma ry Winn. M r s . T h r y Winn was i n t e r ‑
v i ewed b y M r . Va r n e l l , who g i v e s t h e C l a s s o f 1916 a s :

J o h n B o u l d i n M a r y C l o p t o n
F r e d K y l e M a r y C o t t o n
H i l t o n R e v e r s M i l l i e G e n t r y
L y l e s Hembree G l a d y s Rowena M a n n i n g
R a y m o n d Hinshaw B e s s i e Moody
J i m P r e s l e y L e o l a Ma t t hews
V i r g i l P r o c t o r F l e t c h e r Jacobs (Benham)
J e r r y I k e J i l l i a m s N i n o n Gay
Hugh Parks K i r b y J a n i e P o r t e r
Frank S. K e l l e y M a r y L u c i l l e McClendon (Wynn)
K a t e Chand le r Dora H c C a r l e y ( h e r name was n o t on
E d i t h Boyd i n v i t a t i o n a s h e r f a m i l y moved t o
O l i v e Boyd Te x a s b e f o r e g r a d u a t i o n . )

The p i c t u r e b e l o w is of an e a r l y home economiasclass ( t h e n
c a l l e d domest ic s c i e n c e ) made on t h e p o r c h o f the c o t t a g e ,
k n o w n a s Unc le R i o R a y ' s C o t t a fl e , l o c a t e d n e a r w h e r e t h e O l d
gymnasium o n c e s t o o d n e a r t h e b r i d g e w h e r e one e n t e r s the
schoo1 grounds f r o m M a r t i n S t r e e t . T h i s p i c t u r e w a s shared
by M r s . C l a r e n c e ( B e r t h a Cunningham) K i r b y who r e c a l l s t h a t
t h e s t u d e n t s cooked o n o i l b u r n i n g s t o v e s . M r s . K i r b y h a s
i d e n t i fi e d t h e s t u d e n t s f r o m l e f t t o r i g h t , b e g i n n i n g w i t h
f r o n t . r o w , a s :

( s e c o n d r o w ) ( t h i r d r o w )
1. M a r y Hunt 5. L n n i t a Jacobs 13 . N e l l Ashmore
2 . T u t Boyd 6 , P p a r l Mat thews
3 . I d a M o r r i s 7 . M a r y W i l s o n , ( F o u r t h r o w )
4. E l e a n o r B o y d 8. B e r t h a Cunningham 14. Canna Mae Davidson

9, B e s s Moody 15. Annie L e e Tucker
10. O p a l Ashmore 16. Paralee Moody
l l . Te m p i e Wynn 17. Grace Harper
1 2 . F l e t c h e r Jacobs C R L e i l a Wil l iams9 : Dewey l $ o e t o r



O l d S c o t t s b o r o C i t y School

The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e f r o m t h e F e b r u a r y 15 , 1935 e d i t i o n
o f t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y S e n t i n e l r e l a t e s t o t h e o l d S c o t t s b o r o
C i t y School o r c e n t r a l s c h o o l w h i c h w a s l o c a t e d o n t h e g r o u n d s
o f t h e p r e s e n t ‐ d a y P i g g l y W i g g l y Shopp ing C e n t e r :

"Scottsboro C i t y S c h o o l ”

U n t i l 1909 t h e P u b l i c S c h o o l o f S c o t t s b o r o was t a u g h t j u s t
anywhere a p l a c e w h i c h seemed d e s i r a b l e c o u l d b e secured . The
l a s t one w a s t a u g h t in t h e basement o f t h e B a p t i s t Church by
M r s . R . A . C o f f e y a n d Miss H i l l B e e c h ( m r s . J . D , G a r r e n . )

The p r e s e n t C i t y s c h o o l b u i l d i n g t h e n o n l y f o u r r o o m s w a s
c o m p l e t e d f o r t h e 1908-09 t e r m . I t had a d d i t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s
a t d i f f e r e n t t i m e s u n t i l t o d a y ( 1 9 3 4 ) i t h a s n i n e c l a s s rooms,
t w o l a r g e h a l l s , a p r i n c i p a l ' s o f fi c e , and a n a u d i t o r i u m O f
w h i c h a n y t o w n t w i c e t h e s i z e o f S c o t t s b o r o m i g h t j u s t l y b e
p r o u d . I t h a s s t e a m h e a t a n d s a n i t a r y d r i n k i n g f o u n t a i n s .
The g r o u n d s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e bu i l d i ng_were v e r y l o w, b u t i t
h a s b e e n fi l l e d in and r a i s e d , shrubbery and shade t r e e s have
b e e n p l a n t e d , and t o d a y i t is n o t e d f o r i t s p l e a s i n g appearance,
i t s c l e a n a n d w e l l k e p t c a m p u s . ~

B e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e 1909-10 t e r m t h e f o l l o w i n g p r i n c i p a l s
haVe b e e n i n c h a r 9 : M r . C , S . B r e w t o n , l a t e r C o u n t y S u p t .
o f E d u c a t i o n ; J . D . G a r r e n ; H . C . B e n n e t t ; J . W. W i l l i s ;
M iss S a l l y C a l d w e l l , a l o c a l g r i l who now h o l d s a r e s p o n s i b l e
p o s i t i o n a t Columbia U n i v e r s i t y ; H . C . Bennet t , a second t e r m ;
Miss Roswel l o f S p e i g n e r, Alabama; Miss E l i z a b e t h Monroe o f
Mer id ianv i l l e , Alabama; M r s . Wi lborn, w i f e o f t h e H igh S c h o o l
p r i n c i p a l a t t h a t t i m e ; a n d Boyd T u r n e r who h a s h e l d t h e
p o s i t i o n p r o fi c i e n t l y f o r t h e l a s t e i g h t y e a r s .

U n t i l 1920, o n l y t h e c h i l d r e n w i t h i n t h e c i t y l i m i t s
aiztended t h i s Sohool, b u t d u e to consolidation, t h e enrollment
has gradually increased u n t i l t o d a y is above 500 p u p i l s which
s i t u a t i o n alone demands t h a t w e have more rooms and teachers .
W e are d r e a m i n g o f a time i n t h e near Fu tu re when w e s h a l l
have these a n d r e s t rooms, c a f e i e r i a , and a k i n d e r g a r t e n
b u i l d i n g o n t h e c a m p u s .

A most i n t e r e s t i n g and u n u s u a l f a c t abou t t h e 2 5 years
l i f e o f t h i s s c h o o l i s t h a t o n l y t h r e e t e a c h e r s have d i e d i n
s e r v i c e , Miss B e u l a h Erwin, a p p e n d i x o p e r a t i o n ; M i s s Mi ldred
H a y s , pneumon ia ; M r s . Waco Thomas, o p e r a t i o n ; and o n l y s i x
p u p i l s h a v e d i e d w h i l e a t t e n d i n g s c h o o l : A l b e r t a Sh ipp ,
pneumonia f o l l o w i n g m e a s l e s ; V i r g i l Matheney, fi r s t g r a d e by
a c c i d e n t a l d i s c h a r g e o f a p i s t o l ; K a t h l e e n P r i ce , second g r a d e ,
o p e r a t i o n ; Bobby Wal lace, h e a r t t r o u b l e ; a n d Jimmy Bur rough and
M i l d r e d E l l i o t t , b o t h k i l l e d i n c a r w r e c k s b u t n o t d u r i n g schoo l
h o u r s .

May t h e b o y s and g i r l s o f t o m o r r o w who a r e f o r t u n a t e enough
t o a t t e n d t h e S c o t t s b o r o C i t y S c h o o l l o o k b a c k w i t h a s much
j o y and s a t i s f a c t i o n a s w e o f t h e p r e s e n t and t h o s e o f t h e p a s t
i s t h e w i s h o f t h e s i x t h g r a d e . ”

N o t e b y E d i t o r : S c o t t s b o r o C ; t y S c h o o l had a n e n r o l l m e n t o f
559 i n F a b r u a r y o f 1934. T h e i r ave rage d a i l y a t t e n d a n c e was
o v e r 90% e v e r y week o f t h a t y e a r . They had a n a c t i v e P. T. A .
Mrs. R . L . Tel ford w a s mus ic t e a c h e r in 1934, and t h e Rhythm
Band w a s i n i t s fi f t h y e a r .

I n t e r j e c t i o n b y E d i t o r : B y t h e t i m e y o u r e d i t o r s t a r t e d ( 1 9 4 2 )
fi r s t g rade at t h e o l d Scottsboro C i t y School , t h e 1934 d r e a m
o f r e s t rooms and a c a f e t e r i a had come t r u e . However, s t o p
a n d t h i n k how l o n g Alabama t e a c h e r s have had t o w a i t f o r t h a t
k i n d e r g a r t e n a t t h e S t a t e l e v e l a s a p a r t o f t h e e l e m e n t a r y
s c h o o l p r o g r a m . I n c i d e n t a l l y , y o u r E d i t o r d o e s remember s i x

v e r y p l e a s a n t and happy y e a r s a t t h e S C o t t s b o r o t h y School .
The t h i n g s remembered m o s t a r e t h e l o v e and c o n c e r n of t h e
wor ld ' s b e s t teachers , b u y i n g S a v i n g s Stamps a t t e n c e n t s each,
and fi n d i n g a way t o t r a n s p o r t " s c r a p i r o n ” t o s c h o o l o n t h e
s c h o o l b u s . Of course, t h e S a v i n g s Stamps a n d s c r a p i r o n
c o l l e c t i o n w e r e t w o War Wo r l d 1 1 p a t r i o t i c p r o j e c t s f o r c h i l d r e n .



EDUCATIONAL DIRECTDRY - JACKSON COUNTY , AIABAMA 1938- 1939

The E d u c a t i o n a l , D i r e c t o r y o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y Schools f o r 1938‑
1939 i s f r o m t h e " t r e a s u r e s " o f M r . Wende l l P a g e . A l a r g e
number o f o u r H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n members ' names a r e f o u n d
o n t h i s r o s t e r . How many o f t h e s e t e a c h e r s c a n y o u i d e n t i f y
who a r e s t i l l in t h e fi e l d of educat ion? How many t a u g h t y o u
o r some member o f y o u r f a m i l y ? M r . Page 1'3 a l s o sharing a n o t h e r
o f h i s ” s c h o o l t r e a s u r e s " ‐ h i s 1937 J a c k s o n C o u n t y Hinhway map
g 3 which h e has p l o t t e d 8 0 o f t h e schoo ls r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e
. uca l o n a l l r e c t o r y . Can o u h e l i n . Page l o c a t e C

School? ‘ Miss K a t e S t e e l e ytaughtpthere in 1937-193gfscent H i l l

EDUCATIONAL Board ofEducation

DIRECTORY , o. E. HARPER, PresiidentSect ion, Ala.

.I‘.\(‘|\’S(')N COUNTY, w. n. B U T L E R , Vice-President
Scot tsboro, A l a .

ALABAMA _
_ , G.H.CAPERTON

HHS - 1939 i S t e v e n s o n , Ala.

:5 i; l 1.. s. BREWSTER
.,, .5 ‘3‘ “a ! Hollywood, Ala.
e‘f‘EuG-‘T'a $

F E L I X TRICF}

i Princeton, Ale.

' 1.. w. JORDAN
Superintendent of Edii'cflti‘efi

MAdnwn LOU STDGKTON
Secretary

ADELE RIVERS
Attendance Supervisor

’ ' “ " ' ‐ T

ELEMENTARY ' . l ‘ i ll
fi m d m r somm ELEMENTARY~mmflmmd ELEMENTARY"‘Mt‘mm. ' ' ~. 3 Te m >eance Hi l l

Allison. Amanda L o n g Island w i l l “ : 1 " “ 9‘33““ Elf/1:: :44: 11.33111; Chrllstrian Home
Aust in , Annie R u t h F l a t Rock Jarnigan. J. H. Pikeville filliut't Ml:S. Katherine Stevenson
A u s t i n , Rebecca L o n g Is land J a r n l g a n , M r s . J . H . Shooks - E m m e t t , M r s . R . L . L o n g Island
Alspaugh, Mrs. Pix ie Scottsboro C i t y J o h n s o n , Arnold Jones F v a n s I r i s Skyline
Ayers , H. F‘. Rosalie Johnson, 3- A. Larkinsville livans' N o r m a N e w Hope
Ba l l ew, Lois Bryan t J o h n s o n , Mi ldred Is land Creek Fennell Elizabeth Macedonia
Benson, M r s . L i l ah Sky l ine Jones, M r s . Elizabeth Stevenson Fennell’ M r s Janie Larkinsville
Berzett. Mrs . R u t h Woods Cove J o n e s , l lass ie Langston Finney' Beatrice Stevenson
Bohannon , Leonard Callahan Jones. M r s . M a r y Stevenson Flanna'gan M r s Es ley Paint ROCK
Bo l l annon , M r s . Mel-tie Cal lahan K e l l e r, M r s . Bessie B e t h a n y Fossett C’halms Pierceton
Bordem M r s . A. H. Ky les N o . 2 ““193” M“ H' A‘ Bridgepart can-em Mrs . Elizabeth’ Rosalie
Bost ic , Mrs . Lucille Francisco K e n t , MTS‘ 0 ‘ 1 3 “ ) “ L i e r C k Garner, Wil l iam Gray's Chapel
B o u l d i n , M r s . G. P. Scottsboro C i t y K e n n u m e r , Bert ie Princeton Ghn’er’ M r s E l l a Concord
Bowen , R u t h McCoy‘s Grove K e n n a m e r , M r s . Beulah Limrock Goad 'Mrs 'Essie Macedonia
Bowie , M a r g i e McCutneon K e n n a m e l ‘ , Charles H a m m m k ‘ Grah’am Mrs. Sara. Stevenson
B r a m b l e t t , H o w a r d Central K e n n a m e r , E lah Guesses Creek Green Mrs. H u g h Larkinsville
Bramblett , , M r s . I rene Central Kirkpatr ick, M r s . C. H. Princeton Gliffith Jewel Sublett
B r e w e r, Mrs . Nannie McCutheon Kuyke‘man» Lime COREY llackworth Mabel Bridgeport
B rown , M r s . Sammie Fairfield Laney ' M ’ s “ Abbie Hackworth’ Mildred Woodviiie
B r i t t , M r s . Ol ive Hollywood Chalybeate Springs H a l l M r s Madge Boxes Cove
Bryent. Pauline Hol lywood L e m m g ' M ' s “ “ a r m “ W°°dvme Harrington Mrs . Rebecca Pikeville
B r y a n t , M r s . Ste l la Cross Roads L o y d , Miss A l l i e M a e K i n g ' s Cove H e l m s Mrs Annie N a t l ;
Butler. Ceci l W in i nge r Ly d u . E d n a Edg'efield Henson Pauline Bridgeport
Ca l lahan , N o l a P isgah Ly d a , Sallie Edgefield Hit-ks Curtis Langs ton
Cal lahan, Thelbert Freedom . McConn ie l l , M r s . Lucille M t . Ol ive Hicks. Dennis Hales Cove
Campbell, Mrs . Octavia Langston MCCOY' Ber-lth Shooksr Hicks, Mrs. Inez P1883“
C a r t e r , Zula ' Section M c G u f f e y, Eloise Woodville Hicks. M r s Molina Deans Chapel
Chambers, Mrs . C. R. D u t t o n M c G u i f e y. Sadie Hollywood Hicks, Ronald I Coffey
C lemens , Temple Scottsboro C i t y MCGUffey' V i v i a n Fackler H i l l A S Bridgeport
Coffey ‘ M r s . Opal Rash M c M a h a n , M r s . Geraldine Stevenson Hodges. J. F Scottsboro C i t y

Crablree. Gladys N e w Hepe ” “ 5 " “ “ m e Br idgepor t l-lolder’Mrs Emmett Cams
Dea‘n, Mrs . I d a Kyles: N o . 1 M a t t h e w s , C ' E ' Stevenson Holder: Mrs: Kenneth Rorex 0 "
Dean. M r s . W. G. Salem M*‘“hews' H M “ Honywmd H o l d e r, Stella WannvilleMatthews. O l l i e R u t h Limrock



E d u c a t i o n a l D i r e c t o r y _ Jac l ' son C o u n t y , Alabama 1938-1959
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E L E M E N TA RY ‐ m m fi m w d ELEMENTARY““m“mmd E L E M E N TA RY ‘ fi m n m m m

Matthews, L o r a i n e U n i o n H i l l R i d l e y, F a y e R a s h Stockton, B e r y l Scottsboro City
Matthews_ Pauline C a m s Rob inson , M r s . W. H. Stockton, Certrude Temperance H i l l
Maples, M r s . J e r r y Woodvi l le Temperance H i l l Story, E w m g Trenton
Michaels, M a r y Princeton Roden, A l l ie Webster St r ick land, Agee ,
Money, E d i t h Scottsboro C i t y R o g e r s , M r s . Jannic Br idgepor t . Chalybeate Springs
Moody, I d a Scottsboro C i t y Rogers, Thur-ma Shrader Stringer, M r s . Alta. Hodge
Moore, Mrs . A l m a F l a t Rock Rudder. M r s . E 5 ” Ta t e Stringer, MYS' Homer . Rosalie
Moore, M r s , Mar tha N i l a Wa lnu t Grove St r i nge r, Mrs . M a y o n Mi les Sublett
Mor r is , Cora. Bridgeport Rudder, M f g ” M a r v i n Stevenson Stubbs , MFS' M a r y Lee
Nelson, I n e z Tupelo Russell, C r e n a Bellv1ew 7‘ Scottsboro C i t y
Nichols. Mrs. L e l a Sect ion Russell, Sco t t Br idgeport S u m m e r s , M r s . Bennie L.
Nichols, Mrs . A l m o n C r o g s Roads Sanford, M r s . V i v i a n Macedonia Pleasant Grove
Nichols. M r s . Nel l ie ' D u t t o n Same“! Mm Peal" Rag“ :“mmaS’ Mamie ‘ S m t m b o m C i t y
O'Br ien, Mrs . I r i s Scottsboro C i t y Sewel l , T r o y Pisgah Fliomas, Mrs . Winslow Deans Chapel
Ol iver, N a o m i Skyl ine Shel ton, M r s . L o n Pleasant Grove ’ l ‘ l lornbury, Thelma Poplar Springs
Out law, L i l l a Patterson Shel ton, L 0 " M t . Carmel Toney, M a r y Sue Princeton
Out law, J. V. PattersOn S immons , M r s . N o l a -' l ‘upelo Yul-hell, Nelson Sulphur Springs
O’Shieldg' Luci l le Pa in t Rock 315k, E v a Fack ie r vmnell, M r s . A. N. Sulphur Springs
Page, Bern ice Trenton Sizemore, J . A. Shrader Vaugh t , Mrs . .018. Skyline
Page, M r s ; Elberta Bridgeport Sm i th , M r s . Annie Mt.__Olive Wallace, Bern ice Scottsboro C i t y
Page, Wendell Scottsboro C i t y - Smith, Louise 1131ng Wallace, Mrs . Ada Union Hi l l
Parks, Elizabeth Scottsboro C i t y S m i t h , Jewell . Rosalie Wa l k e r , Mrs L u c y Mt. Carmel
Patr ick, Fannie Scottsboro C i t y Smi th , Ophelia Scottsboro City Walsh, Virginia. River H i l l '‑
Peacock, Gussie Bridgeport Smi th , M r s . Ruby Lee . Skyl ine West, Virginia . .Skyl ine
Phil l ips, M r s . Louise Section Smith, M r s . Sue O u t l a w D u t t o n Whitaker, MrsrLela Mae Paint Rock
Powell, Mrs . Bob D u t t o n Smi th , M r s . W. D. Pa in t Rock \chlfs,_Katherlne Sublett
Presley, Mi ld red OVerlook Souther land, J . D. . Dav is town Williairis, L. C. Hodge
Prince, Kathleen Br idgepor t Souther land, M r s . J . D. Davistovvn Williams, Mrs. L . C. - Hodge
Raines, .Mrs. Joe Fabius Spears, Ml‘s. A u d r e y Section Williams. Thelma Piagaii
Raney, Mpg_ Viv ian Princeton Starkey, Mrs . Hula. Newt H e r m a n Woodall , M r s . El iza Bryant;
Reagan, Flossie Br idgeport Staton, 'l‘ossie Macedonia Woodall, Omega Freedom
Reed, M f g , Es ta Skyline Staton, M r s . Ve r a Dav is town Woodfm, Mrs. Ruby sublett
Reid, Catherine Princeton Steele, K a t e Creseiit H i l l - WooslcyrAnme Mae Limrocll‘.

Young, Charlsie Hytdp
Young. M r s . Bess Rocky Springs

1‘ _ _ _

JUNIOR H I G H Stilloiila HleOIE " m u 8011601;

AI'lmutl‘nhli'.~ J- B. minim Bailey, Mrs. Mabel J. c. i t . a. Nf‘lm- ‘4" P‘ 42‘4- H~ 3‘
Baas, A, F. skyl ine Bat t le , J. A. Bridgeport O Brien, W. C}. J. (3. Hi 5.
liluuk. Chas. I l l l l lu i i Bogart , Mamie Stevenson High 0 " “ v a “03/“, P M “
isrulund, Vi rg i l Hollywood Borden. A. n. J. 0. SH. 5. Phillips. Harold Wumlvlliu
Butler, ’1‘- 0- Sect-lull B r o w n i n g , Martha Bridgeport Phi l l ips. H' 1‘3- . . J- 0' H« 5
Cargne‘ David “ a n y w fi m Curler, Quil’lllea' P i t t m a n , Mrs. Mulllll _‘ Stevenson B.
Car ter, E l m e r Skyline Pa in t Rock Val ley Hifl‘ll Sanders, P3653” Stevenson H igh
Crow, Bessie Skyline Curl-lay. A. U. Stevenson High Sloan, William 131583“
Dean, W.G. Muceuoniu Gunuu, W. ti‘. Bridgeport immel'v 1‘3"“. 33‘1"!“ Ill'lilttt’llml‘i
Hall, R. L. Princeton Gonce, Mrs. W. F. Bridgeport: 'llmmus, (.‘Oblll'll J. 05H. 8.

i lurglss. J. R. F l u t ill-ink Hall. J. L. Bridgeport ,Ijmf'ms' "“ “' , , ,I"““?"
n icks , Delbert Dennis (:liupul Hull. Mm J. L. Bridgeport " ” “ e ‘ ” M“ 3 m “ “ “ “ 3 ’ "l ‘1‘ ”15'
Kennamer, J. R J r . L imrouk Hullmun. Chaplet, Plflgflh Vulln SicieilthYk, Ml-ll. lilm‘flitl‘ l‘lagull
Maples. H o r a c e ; ' i j r o c k Hall’ lbl ' i l lk, MPH. Armine H a y s Wutig‘tflNOl‘lh, lL 1“ J' ( i . )H‘ S'
Mar t in , Mrs . R . M. Pr ince ton P a i n t R 0 0 “ Va l ley H i g h t h l c r ' J ‘ 1." “ S g fl h
Nichols, Almon Macedonia Hayes , Mrs . Frances J‘ C. H. S. Wheeler, Will ie 13. But ton
Rudder, H. J_ L o n g Is land H i l l , M r s . R u t h J. C. H. S.
Rudder, Sara p a i n t R o c k Hodges, M a r y Jane J. C. H. B.
Ryan, E r a Sect ion Holder, Mrs. Loyce Stevenson H i g h
Seweu, A. W . Mt Ol ive Holland, MI‘S. M y r t l e J. C. EPI- S.

Smi th , w. D. Paint Rock “01W: 0- W3 ,Plsgah
St r i nge r, Homer Rosalie Hughes, M a u r i n e . Bridgeport
Thomas, Ta l ton Skyl ine Jones, M r s . C h r i s t i n e J . C . H . S .
Whi te , F. L. D u t t o n Jones, Graydon Stevenson H i g h

Jones, M. 1-1. Woodville
Jones, Mrs . M. H. Woodville
Love joy, A n t i o n e t t c J . C . H . S .
McCra i - y, M r s . De l l a J . C . H . S .
M c K e l v e y, l t o y Woodville
M a n n , Er i i s l ine J . C. H. S.
M a r t i n , Frances Pisgah
Mar t in , R. W. Princeton
Michaels, C o r a Woodvllle

WHERE WAS RYAN ACADEMY????

There i s a r e f e r e n c e t o R a n Academv o n 3 a q e 9 7 ‘
, C o u n t y Commiss ioners ' C o u r t M i n u t e B o o k l867-1882? t2? gac::€ 2(::i

T. E. McMahan, T. B, F o s t e r , L. B. Osborn, Wiley R a r k s end.» w m fi m

H . R . Greer w e r e a p p o i n t e d ” t o View and m a r k o f f a road l e a d i n g
f r o m Stevenson by t h e way of Ryan Academy and T, E. McMahan to
R . H . Price's f a r m o n t h e Tennessee R i v e r . . . . ” ( N o v e m b e r 1 8 6 9 )
Therefore, R y a n Academy was l o c a t e d be tween t h e Village’of .
S t e v e n s o n c l u s t e r e d n e a r t h e d e p o t and T; F McMahan's p l a c e ‑

40

j u s t p a s t w h a t is n o w AVOndale M i l l s . ( S o u r c e : E l i z a M. W o o d a l l )
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The W i l l i a m F a v i s H o u s e

The W i l l i a m D a v i s H o u s e m o s t l i k e l y w a s b u i l t i n 1818
a f t e r W i l l i a m Dav is moved f r o m E a s t Tennessee to J a c k s o n
C o u n t y , Alabama, w h e r e he l a t e r b o u g h t 640 a c r e s of l a n d .
H i s home was l o c a t e d i n M a y n a r d ' g Cove n e a r t h e f o o t o f
Dean Ridge o n i t s s o u t h w e s t s i d e . K a t e ' s S p r i n g w a s
i m m e d i a t e l y a c r o s s t h e r o a d i n f r o n t o f t h e r“*avis home.
The s p r i n g w h i C h fl o w e d f r o m t h e m o u t h o f a s m a l l cave
p r o v i d e d y e a r - r o u n d r e f r i g e r a t i o n f o r t h e Dav is f a m i l y ' s
m i l k and b u t t e r .

W i l l i a m Davis and h i s e i g h t c h i l d r e n were b o r n i n V i r g i n i a .
H e s e r v e d a s a p r i v a t e i n C a p t a i n N i c h o l a s I a w i s ' and C o l o n e l
L i n d s a y ’ s V € r g i n i a T r o o p s u n d e r General l a F a y e t t e d u r i n g t h e
American RavOlu t ion . After tw: War, t h e D a v i s c l a n moved to
East T p fi h e s s e e . A b o u t 1818,-W{11iam Mavis and s e v e r a l of h i s
mar r i ed C h i l d r e n moved t h e i r f a m i l i e s t o Jackson C o u n t y, Alahama.
A c c o r d i n g t o 1850 census r e c o r d s , h i s g r a n d s o n , Inbe r t T tnker
P r o c t o r , was h o r n 1815 in Tennessee, b u t a n o t h e r grandson,
Wi l l iam Davis Hnl land, was b o r n 1818 in Alabama. Fami ly
t r a d i t i o n r e l a t e s t h a t t h e Davis, H a l l n n d , and P r o c t o r
f a m i l i e s came t o Jackson C n u n t y t o r e t h e r ; t h e r e f o r e , t h e
1818 b i r t h d a t e o f W i l l i a m D a v i s Holland p r o v i d e s w r i t t e n
p r o o f t h e s e e a r l y s e t t l e r s w e r e i n w h a t became Jackson
C o u n t y , Alabama, by 1818.

The o r i g i n a l p a r t o f t h e W i l l i a m h a v i s home, b u i l t C i r c a
1818, was a one and o n e - h a l f s t o r y , doub le p e n , l o g house.
( l a t e r s i d i n g ; a n d o t h e r i m p r o v e m e n t s w e r e m a d e . ) W i l l i a m Davis
b u r n e d n a t i v e l i m e s t o n e t o make l i m e f o r t h e m o r t i c e used t o
C h i n k a n d d a u b b e t w e e n t h e l o g s . The r a f t e r s w e r e p u t t o g e t h e r
w i t h wooden pegs. The h a r d w a r e f o r t h e o r i g i n a l windows was
f o r g e d in Will iam D a v i s ' own s h o p . Small p o r t h o l e s ( f o r guns)
w e r e b o r e d i n t h e u p p e r h a l f s t o r y . The s h a k e s f o r t h e r o o f
were hand s p l i t s h i n g l e s f r o m n a t i v e l o g s .

The house w a s s e a l e d w i t h 1 6 " y e l l o w p o p l a r w h i c h was h a n d ‑
p l a n e d . The fl o o r , d o o r s , and window c a s i n g s w e r e a l l w h i t e a s h
and w e r e s c r u b b e d w i t h w h i t e sand and s h u c k mops t o e m p h a s i z e t h e
b e a u t y o f t h a t p a r t i c u l a r wood g r a i n . The f r o n t p o r c h and
b a n n i s t e r s w e r e o f r e d c e d a r a s w a s t h e p a i l i n g f e n c e a r o u n d
t h e house.

A k i t c h e n e l l w a s added l a t e r a s w e r e windows w i t h g l a s s
panes b o u g h t i n ” 4 n c h e s t e r , Tannessee. The shake s i d i n g v i s i b l e
i n t h e p i c t u r e above m o s t l i k e l y w a s added a f t e r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n
o f t h e b a n d saw c i r c a 1840. The above p i c t u r e w a s made i n 1936
b y M i s s e s J p s s i e a n d L u c y Bynum a n d i s u s e d h e r e i n t h r o u g h t h e
c o u r t e s y o f M iss J e s s i e . The o r i g i n a l shake s h i n g l e s o n t h e
k i t c h e n r o o f and t h e p o r c h b e t w e e n t h e k i t c h e n e l l a n d t h e m a i n
h o u s e a r e r e a d i l y v i s i b l e .

W i l l i a m Dav is was b o r n i n 1755 i n H a n o v e r C h u n t y , V i r g i n i a ,
and d i e d A u g u s t 1 9 , 1848 in J a c k s o n C o u n t y , Alabama° He a n d h i s



w i f e , M a r y A n n ( B l a c k ) Pogue D a v i s a r e b u r i e d i n t h e P r o c t o r
C e m e t e r y i n Naynards Cove.

The h o m e s i t e o f one o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y ‘ s e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s
was r a z e d i n t h e e a r l y 19503. The n r o o e r t y o n w h i c h i t s t o o d
is n o w owned by M s . Ora B, Cornel ison.

Reference S o u r c e s : 1850 J a c t s o n C o u n t y Census Records
W i l l i a m D a v i s ' a p p l i c a t i o n f o r R e v o l u t i o n a r y

War p e n s i o n
W i l l Book K f o r e s t a t e s e t t l e m e n t o f Wm.

Davis in Jackson C o u n t y, Alabama
P e r s o n a l I n t e r v i e w b y t h e E d i t o r w i t h

‘ Mrs. C l a r e n c e ( B e r t h a Cunningham) K i r b y
o n J a n u a r y 15 , 1979 ( t h e . K i r b y i s a
d e s c e n d a n t o f W i l l i a m D a v i s . )

NOTE BY EDITOR: M r s . E l i z a Mae Wooda l l a g r e e d to s h a r e h e r
m a t e r i a l on education/schools in Stevenson, s p e c i fi c a l l y on t h e
W i l l i a m and Emma A u s t i n C o l l e g e . HoweVer, t h e m a i l s w e r e t o o
s l o w f o r h e r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o r e a c h you r Ed i t o r b y p u b l i c a t i o n
d e a d l i n e . There fo re , M r s . W o o d a l l ' s m a t e r i a l w i l l be f o r t h ‑
c o m i n g in t h e n e x t e d i t i o n o f ”The Jackson C o u n t y Chron ic les . ”
H o p e f u l l y , b y t h a t t ime , someone e l s e w i l l v o l u n t e e r t o s h a r e
d a t a o n o t h e r s c h o o l s i n t h e S t e V e n s o n a rea . Who c a n h e l p u s
w i t h t h e Whi te House School in B i g Coon?

PRTVATE RCHOOL IN S’I‘lfl‘x/‘lil‘lSill‘l

Mrs . James L . ( L 4 z z i e P e a r l ) A r m s t r o n g t a u g h t a p r i v a t e school '
1 “ S tevenson i n t h e e a r l y t i a y s o f t h a t town. Three o f h e r known
pup i ls were Mae A l s t o n Rosser and Annie and Emma Russel l . Can
y o u i d e n t i f y o t h e r s ? M r s . James L. A r m s t r o n g is t h e grandmbther
o f t w o o f oar members, Mrs. Gene H e n n i u g e r and Ms. Ka th ryn A r m s t r o n g .
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CHMNI ms
CHRONICLES N0. NINETEEN ’ i, JUDY 2, 1979

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: O u r thanks to Mrs. Gene Henninger f o r t h e most
i n t e r e s t i n g program she a r r a n g e d f o r o u r l a s t mee t i ng . w e had an”
e x c e l l e n t a t tendance f r o m our.membership.

Some o f o u r members have been work ing e x t r e m e l y h a r d i n t h e c o m p i l a t i o n
of in format ion a n d documentation r e g a r d i n g b u i l d i n g s in the p r o p o s e d ‘
H i s t o r i c a l D i s t r i c t in downtown Scottsboro. The t a s k is n o t i n s u r - /
mountable, b u t t h e dead l i ne is approach ing s h o r t l y . I f y o u have any
informat ion r e g a r d i n g t h e h i s t o r y of any b u i l d i n g in t h i s p r o p o s e d
D i s t r i c t , p l e a s e g e t i t t o Mrs. John Proctor o r t o M r. Dennis G r i f fi n
at the Scottsboro C i t y Planner's o f fi c e . Weneed y o u r assistance:

I wan t to e x p r e s s t h e g r a t i t u d e of t h i s Associat ion to K a t h r y n
Armst rong f o r a r e c e n t c o n t r i b u t i o n she made t o the Assoc ia t ion
i n memory o f M r . Rosser Als ton. M r. A l s t o n ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e
h i s t o r y of Jackson County has endeared h im to those of o u r membership
who were f o r t u n a t e enough t o know h im. ‘

- We l o o k f o r w a r d t o see ing you a t o u r n e x t meet ing o n J u l y 15. I f y o u
have n o t been r e c e i v i n g y o u r Chronicles r e g u l a r l y, or if y o u knOW'Of
a member who has n o t , p l e a s e g e t t h e c u r r e n t address t o m e a t t h e
m e e t i n g . ‘

Bouquets t o Ann Chambless f o r ano the r scho la r l y and ve ry i n t e res t i ng
a r t i c l e wh ich appears in t h i s "Chronicles." I t is wor thy of p r e s e r v i n g .

BOB Houses, PRESIDENT

PROGRAM MEETING - JULY 15, 1979 - 2 : 3 0 p . m .

'The Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion w i l l mee t Sunday, J u l y 15,
1979, 2 : 3 0 p . m . a t ' S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l Auditorium. Mrs. Gene Henninger,
Program Vice President, has a n o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g program p l a n n e d . A l l

‘members a r e - e n c o u r a g e d t o b r i n g a f r i e n d who en joys l e a r n i n g more about
the h i s t o r y o f Jackson C o u n t y.

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD WILL MEET ON JULY 15, at 2 :00 p . m . , JUST PRIOR TO
THE REGULAR PROGRAM MEETING. '

You s t i l l have t i m e t o pay y o u r ' d u e s ; j u s t m a i l y o u r check t o :

Jackson Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l Assoc i a t i on REGULAR MEMBERSHIP - $ 7 . 5 0
M r s . A l i c e Ruth Page LIFE MEMBERSHIP - $100.00
Route One- Box 234 MEMORIALS - $100.00
woodvil le, Alabama 35776 ‘ _

Please p r o v i d e : NAME

ADDRESS

C I T Y STATE - Z I P

( O u r 98 members who have p a i d t h e i r dues, p l ease d i s rega rd the a b o v e . )

Membership e n t i t l e s y o u t o r e c e i v e t h e q u a r t e r l y p u b l i c a t i o n ,
" Jackson County Chronicles", mailed.approximately t e n days p r i o r
t o o u r q u a r t e r l y meetings i n January, A p r i l , J u l y , and October.

NOTE 0F APPRECIATIONzl Yo u r editoh‘is most g r a t e f u l to Mrs. Bob (Sha ron )
Hodges f o r t y p i n g a l l m a t e r i a l f o r t h i s - e d i t i o n o f The Jackson Chronicles.



SCOTTSBORO FREIGHT DEPOT

The Scottsboro F r e i g h t D e p o t was s t a r t e d in l a t e 1860 and was com‑
p l e t e d in 1861, a t a t o t a l c o s t o f $2000. This makes Sou thern '
R a i l w a y ' s b r i c k b u i l d i n g a t t h e c o r n e r o f Houston and Maple S t r e e t s
t h e fi r s t b r i c k b u i l d i n g e r e c t e d in S c o t t s b o r o and Scottsboro's
o l d e s t known bus iness house in cont inuous ex is tence t o d a y .

On March 8, 1856, t h e Memphis and Charleston Ra i l road comp le ted i t s
connec t ion between D e c a t u r a n d Stevenson, Alabama - 83.2 mi les .
From 1852 u n t i l 1858, S c o t t ' s M i l l was used t o d e n o t e w h a t became
Scot tsboro . The J u l y 1 , 1857, r e p o r t to Memphis and Char leston
s tockho lde rs s t a t e s : " Foun ta in w a t e r s ta t i ons have laeen obta ined
at S t e v e n s o n and S c o t t ' s Mi$£.. . . . .Most of t h e w a t e r s t a t i o n fi x t u r e s
a r e s t i l l t e m p o r a r y . " B y 1859 r e p o r t d a t e , S c o t t s b o r o was used.

The Memphis and Cha r l es ton minutes i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e o r i g i n a l depo t s
in s m a l l e r t o w n s a n d v i l l a g e s s e r v e d as combined f r e i g h t and passenger
houses, and s u c h was t h e c a s e i n S c o t t s b o r o u n t i l 1892 when a s e p a r a t e
passenger d e p o t was c o m p l e t e d .

That t h e S c o t t s b o r o F r e i g h t Depo+' w i t hs tood t h e ravages o f the C i v i l
War i s p r o v e d b y t h e Memphis & C h a r l e s t o n r e p o r t d a t e d J u l y 1 , 1866,
( N o r e p o r t s we re p u b l i s h e d d u r i n g t h e w a r p e r i o d f r o m J u l y 1 , 1861,
to J u l y 1, 1 8 6 6 . ) : "The d e p o t s at D i xon , Cherokee, Bar ton , Pa in t
Rook, SCOTTSBORO, and Stevenson a n d t h e passenger house at D e c a t u r

, have been more o r l e s s r e p a i r e d . " (The d e p o t s a t La rk insv i l l e and
' B E l l e f o n t e were d e s t r o y e d d u r i n g t h e War and had t o b e r e b u i l t . )

OnNovember 3, 1870, t h e Scottsboro I n d u s t r i a l Herald r e p o r t e d t h a t
"The R.R. Company has b e e n making improvements at s t a t i o n p r o p e r t y
and c o v e r i n g t h e D e p o t anew t h e l a s t f e w d a y s . "

I n 1885, t h e S c o t t s b o r o F r e i g h t D e p o t was remodeled, b u t n o d e t a i l s
or c o s t fi g u r e s w e r e g i v e n in t h e r e p o r t ‘ t o s tockho lders f o r t h a t
p e r i o d . I n 1895 t h e Memphis & Charleston w a s i n r e c e i v e r s h i p , b u t
. the company p u b l i s h e d a z ~ e p o r t t h a t y e a r o n a l l b u i l d i n g s owned.
S c o t t s b o r o Passenger D e p o t was r e p o r t e d i n good cond i t ion , b u t t h e
S c o t t s b o r o F r e i g h t D e p o t "needed r e p a i r s and p a i n t i n g . ”

The S c o t t s b o r o F r e i g h t D e p o t i s o u r strongest a s s e t i n t h e package
b e i n g p r e p a r e d to d e fi n e t h e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t of Scottsboro.

REFERENCE f o r above a r t i c l e w r i t t e n a n d researched by Ann B. Chambless:

M i c r o fi l m i n H u n t s v i l l e P u b l i c l i b r a r y o f Memphis and Charleston
R a i l r o a d Company Annual R e p o r t s to Stockholders and Boa rd of D i r e c t o r s ,
( 1 8 5 2 ‐1 8 9 8 )



C'WRT muss MADE in 1900

Jackson County Cou r t House

by Ann B. Chambless

Jackson C o u n t y, Alabama, was c rea ted o n December 13 , 1819. F o r t y ‐ n i n e y e a r s

l a t e r , S c o t t s b o r o was i n c o r p o r a t e d and became t h e c o u n t y s e a t t h e same year--1868.l
From t h e b e g i n n i n g , t h e s i n g l e , m o s t i m p o r t a n t b u i l d i n g i n Scot tsboro has been t h e

Jackson County C o u r t House. A l l o t h e r g row th f a c t o r s have been secondary to t h e

c o n t r o v e r s i a l l e g i s l a t i o n wh ich made Sco t tsboro Jackson County's second permanent

s e a t o f j u s t i c e .

On Satu rday, September 5, 1868, t h e Commissioner's C o u r t m e t in B e l l e f o n t e w i t h

Dav id Ta t e , Judge of t h e Proba te C o u r t , W i l l i a m Stockton, T. J. M i t c h e l l , R. A. C o f f e y,

and Alexander Reed p r e s e n t . A v o t e was taken o n t h e s u b j e c t o f r e l o c a t i n g t h e c o u n t y

s i t e "by yeas and nays , ‘ and t h e f o l l o w i n g i s a n e x a c t r e c o r d o f t h e v o t e :

"Wil l iam S t o c k t o n F o r SCo t tSbo r o
Thomas J . M i t c h e l l
Alexander H. Reed

R. A. Co f fey F o r Cowan Spr ing"

"The Judge t h e n dec lared t h a t S c o t t s b o r o was d u l y e l e c t e d t h e c o u n t y s i t e f o r

Jackson County."

M r. J . R . Kennamer's i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s v o t e was quoted almost ve rba t im

b y J e r r y G i s t ; t h e r e f o r e , b o t h w r o t e i n t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l p u b l i c a t i o n s t h a t " there

is n2_record of t h e v o t e of T. J. M i t c h e l l and Alexander Reed." However, t h i s w r i t e r

f e e l s s t r o n g l y t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e c l e r k entered "For Scottsboro" o n l y once, M i t c h e l l

and Reed a c t u a l l y c a s t t h e i r v o t e "For Scottsboro" j u s t as S t o c k t o n d i d . These

t h r e e names a r e grouped and share a common e n t r y , t h e "For Scottsboro" v o t e .

The o n l y commissioner who vo ted f o r a s i t e o t h e r t h a n Scot tsboro is s e t a p a r t

b y s u f fi c i e n t b l a n k space i n t h e c l e r k ' s w r i t t e n m i n u t e s t o show t h a t h i s v o t e was

d i f f e r e n t t o h i s t h r e e c o u n t e r p a r t s .

These 1868-69 m i n u t e s a r e f o r m a l l y w r i t t e n and r e fl e c t t h e u s e o f p a r l i a m e n t a r y

p rocedure i n e v e r y a c t i o n . A s k i l l e d p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n would p o i n t o u t t h a t a govern ing

body such as t h i s would have r e q u i r e d a chairman, and, in t h e c a s e of a t i e v o t e ,

t h e chairman n e c e s s a r i l y would have v o t e d t o b reak t h e t i e .

I f M i t c h e l l and Reed h a d d e c l i n e d to v o t e , t h e n as chairman, Judge Ta t e would

have been r e q u i r e d t o b reak t h e 1 ‐ 1 v o t e b y S t o c k t o n and C o f f e y. However, t h e v o t e

s u r e l y was 3‐ 1, and t h e c l e r k m e r e l y used t h e g r o u p i n g f o r m a t t o r e c o r d t h e v o t e i n

t h e i n t e r e s t of t i m e , convenience, and n e a t n e s s . L i t t l e d i d t h e c l e r k r e a l i z e h i s

chosen format would produce t h i s l e n g t h y d iscuss ion a f t e r h i s i n k had d r i e d 111 y e a r s .

N o t e : Thomas J . M i t c h e l l was a l a r g e l a n d owner i n D r y Cove and l i v e d c l o s e r

t o S c o t t s b o r o t h a n e i t h e r o f h i s t h r e e c o u n t e r p a r t s - ~ e v e n c l o s e r t h a n W i l l i a m

Stockton. M i t c h e l l and h i s constituents w e r e in a l o c a l i t y dest ined to r e a p t h e

m o s t persona l b e n e fi t s i f S c o t t s b o r o became t h e new c o u n t y si te. Therefore, i t

seems unreasonable to v i s u a l i z e M i t c h e l l v o t i n g f o r any l o c a t i o n o t h e r than
\

Sco t t sbo ro .



On September 10, 1868, the Jackson County Commissioners m e t , in Be l l e fon te , addV

selected "the ground s o u t h of and n e a r Andy Whi tworth . . . as t h e p o i n t f o r e r e c t i o n

of t h e county buildings."2 G.W.S t o v a l l was immediate ly d i r e c t e d to l a y o f f said
lands in Scottsboro accord ing to t h e d i rec t i ons of t h e Cour t of Commissioners."3
Land f o r t h e c o u n t y b u i l d i n g s was donated b y t h e h e i r s o f Robert T. S c o t t who a l s o

gave t h e c o u n t y eve ry o t h e r l o t in what became t h e p u b l i c square sur round ing t h e

c o u r t house.4 '
. The c o u n t y reco rds were moved f r o m B e l l e f o n t e t o Sco t tsboro i n November o f

1868,\and were housed in temporary q u a r t e r s w h i l e t h e fi r s t c o u r t house in Scottsboro
was b e i n g built.5 Probate Judge Dav id Ta t e occup ied " the new b r i c k b u i l t by M. V.

Conley" j u s t sou th of t h e Memphis & Char leston R a i l r o a d about o n e - h a l f b l o c k f r o m

t h e depot.6 ‑
I On A p r i l 12, 1869, t h e County Commissioners ordered t h a t : "David Tate be and

i s a l l owed t h e sum o f $80 moneys p a i d by h im to M. Conley f o r t h e r e n t o f t he brick
o f fi c e d u r i n g t h e f o u r months it was used or c o n t r a c t e d f o r by t h e Commissioners

C o u r t and also t h e al lowance p a i d on s a i d o f fi c e u n t i l January 1, 1870."7
In February,1869, t h e Probate and C i r c u i t Cou r t Clerks ' o f fi c e s b u i l t by Jason H.

D icus were accepted and r e c e i v e d by t h e Commissioners who author ized t h e County

Treasurer to p a y D i c u s $225 f o r s a i d house o u t of t h e c o u r t house funds.8 On

February 26, 1869, t h e c o u r t ordered t h a t J . P. Barc lay be a l lowed $14 f o r b u i l d i n g

t w o s t o v e chimneys to c o u n t y o f fi c e s . About t h e same t ime, James S k e l t o n r e c e i v e d

$16 f o r a s t o v e purchased f o r the C i r c u i t C lerk 's o f fi c e , and Marion M i l l e r was

al lowed $8f o r making two tab les f o r use of Probate Judge's office.9
D On January 5, 1869, Judge David Ta t e and County Treasurer Nelson K y l e had been

au tho r i zed to c o n t r a c t f o r the b u i l d i n g o f a house on t h e p u b l i c square 40 f e e t by

20 f e e t f o r the sum of $200 o u t of funds s e t a p a r t f o r c o u r t house purposes.10 ,
Newspaperyaccounts i n d i c a t e t h a t Judge Ta t e moved i n t o t h i s new double o f fi c e

b u i l d i n g on the public square , but h i s s t a y he re was sho r t l i ved because t h e County

Commissioners sold t h e 20 x 40 b u i l d i n g on t h e square to John D. Boren. In t h e

A p r i l 8 , 1869, e d i t i o n o f The Southern I n d u s t r i a l Hera ld , t h e e d i t o r r e p o r t e d t h a t

Judge Ta t e would soon move t h e probate records back t o " the B r i c k House f o r m e r l y

occupied by him" which he (Tate) had r e n t e d f rom M. V. Con ley.

In t h e meantime, A. J. Huggins was allowed t h e sum of $25 p a i d o u t by him f o r

o f fi c e r e n t f o r t h e c i r c u i t c l e r k and s h e r i f f up to November 1, 1869.11 The same’

day, A. J. Huggins was reimbursed $2.50 f o r money expended to purchase a desk f o r

u s e by t h e c i r c u i t clerk.12 ‘ '
In November of 1869, Thomas J. Wood received $20 f o r house r e n t f o r court house

d u r i n g t h e F a l l Term of t h e Court.13 At t h a t t i m e t h e o n l y b u i l d i n g in Sco t tsboro

l a r g e enough f o r a c o u r t r o o m would have been t h e fi r s t s c h o o l b u i l d i n g i n the v i l l a g e .

The b u i l d i n g faced Chestnut S t r e e t ( n o r t h o f t h e r a i l r o a d ) and was purchased b y

T. J . Windes i n 1868 f rom M r s . R . T. Scott.l4 I n t h i s t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g , T. J .

Windes established t h e fi r s t Scot tsboro H i g h School in 1868, and then s o l d same to

Thomas J. Wbod in 1869.15 M r . T. J . Wood was a Mathod is t m i n i s t e r and a s c h o o l

’teacher, and conducted t h e schoo l a f t e r M r . Windes l e f t Sco t tsboro in 1869. M r . Wood

_ a l s o a l lowed the v i l l a g e res iden ts use o f h i s b u i l d i n g f o r church serv i ces u n t i l t h e

"Br ick Church" was b u i l t in 1870 on the c o r n e r of L a u r e l and C a l d w e l l Streets.16



The October 22, 1868, e d i t i o n of The Jackson County H e r a l d c a r r i e d t h e fi r s t

p u b l i c n o t i c e requesting b ids f o r a p l a n " f o r t h e e r e c t i o n of a Court House in t h e

town o f Sco t t sbo ro . " P rospec t i ve b idders we re to submit t h e i r p l ans by November 16

(1868) to Probate Judge David Ta t e at Bel lefonte, Alabama.

In November (1868), t h e Jackson County Commissioners author ized t h e Probate Judge

to cor respond w i t h M a t t W. S t e e l and r e q u e s t h i m to f u r n i s h "a p l a n and a drawing f o r

a c o u r t house n o t to exceed $15,000, p r o v i d e d h i s charge f o r t h e drawing is r e a s o n ‑

able.‘"17 E v i d e n t l y M r . S t e e l ' s r e p l y was n e g a t i v e o r u n s a t i s f a c t o r y, a s o n December

15, 1868, t h e Commissioners author ized John D. Boren to d r a f t a p l a n and s p e c i fi c a ‑

t i o n s f o r a courthouse.18 The r e c o r d s s t a t e M r. Boren was to be p a i d a reasonable

c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r same. \

On the same daV, t h e Proba te Judge was ordered to l e v y a s p e c i a l t a x o f 25% on

a l l s t a t e and c o u n t y t a x e s a l ready b e i n g c o l l e c t e d b y h i s o f fi c e . The s p e c i a l t a x

was to be s e t a s i d e f o r b u i l d i n g t h e courthouse.19
About t h r e e weeks l a t e r o n January 4 , 1869, "p lans and s p e c i fi c a t i o n s drawn u p

and p r e s e n t e d b y A . M . B r a d l e y were adopted a s t h e p l a n f o r t h e e r e c t i o n o f t h e

Cou r t House f o r s a i d County."20 The n e x t day ( J a n . 5, 1869) , A. M. Bradley was

employed t o s u p e r i n t e n d t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e c o u r t house a t a s a l a r y o f $75 p e r month,

"sa id Brad ley a g r e e i n g t o f u r n i s h t h e plans and s p e c i fi c a t i o n s gratis."21 The C o u r t

was t o n o t i f y M r . B r a d l e y l a t e r when h i s s e r v i c e s w e r e t o b e g i n .

The January 7 , 1869, Southern I n d u s t r i a l H e r a l d c a r r i e d t h e f o l l o w i n g n o t i c e :

N o t i c e to Mechanics ‘

"The undersigned Commissioners of Jackson County, Alabama

w i l l r e c e i v e a t t h e o f fi c e o f t h e Judge o f Probate o f s a i d

County a t Sco t tsboro up to t h e 2nd Monday in February, 1869,

b i d s f o r t h e e r e c t i o n o f a Cour t House f o r t h e s a i d County

of Jackson in the s a i d town of Scot tsboro. The s a i d Cour t

House is to b e :

5 0 f e e t and 8 i n c h e s s q u a r e , f r o m o u t s i d e t o o u t s i d e and

made of good h a r d burned b r i c k . The Cou r t House of Limestone

Coun ty, Alabama, at Athens, be ing t h e model. The e n t i r e

s t r u c t u r e i s t o b e made under t h e s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e o f A . M .

Brad ley who i s i n o u r employ f o r t h a t p u r p o s e .

Pe rsons d e s i r i n g to o f f e r b i d s c a n fi n d a l l t h e spec ifica ‑

t i o n s at t h e o f fi c e of t h e Probate Judge in Scot tsboro. They

a r e t o o voluminous to c o p y, and a l l p e r s o n s i n t e r e s t e d a r e

r e q u e s t e d to come and examine them f o r themselves. 1

R i c e A . C o f f e y

A l e x Re id

T.  J .  M i t c h e l l

W i l l i am S tock ton

com -

Scot tsboro, Alabama, January 5, 1869."



The Commissioners had s t i p u l a t e d in t h e i r January 5, 1869, sess ion t h a t t h e

above n o t i c e should b e p u b l i s h e d i n The Southern I n d u S t r i a l H e r a l d and The H u n t s v i l l e

Advocate.22 The b i d s were to be opened on t h e 2nd Monday in February and p r o s p e C t i v e

b idde rs were to u s e t h e Limestone County Cou r t House at Athens, Alabama as a model.23
OnJanuary 7, 1869, t h e e d i t o r of The Scu the rn lndUStrial Hera ld commented on

t h e Commissioner's cho ice of A. M. Brad ley of Madison County by s t a t i n g : " I t is s a i d

M r . B . e r e c t e d t h e L imes tone County Cour t House which is s e l e c t e d as a model. He

is recommended by manyprominent gent leman f rom H u n t s v i l l e and elsewhere as b e i n g

preeminent ly q u a l i fi e d to conduct s u c c e s s f u l l y t h e i m p o r t a n t e n t e r p r i s e to a success ‑

f u l t e r m i n a t i o n . The Commissioners have ceased to ponder and h e s i t a t e , and seem

determined t o p r o s e c u t e t h e work w i t h . s p i r i t and energy."

Obviously something t r a n s p i r e d between January 5 and March 10, 1869, wh ich

negated A. M. Brad ley 's contract w i t h t h e Jackson County Commissioners. No s p e c i fi c

w r i t t e n exp lana t i on has been found t o ‐ d a t e (4‐25-79), b u t i t appears t h a t h i s s e r ‑

v i c e s may n o t have been needed a f t e r t h e Commissioners accepted t h e b i d of John D.

Boren of Stevenson, Alabama. As e a r l y as February 18, 1869, The Scu the rn I n d u s t r i a l

Hera ld r e p o r t e d a s f o l l o w s :

"The b i d of M r . Boren, of Stevenson, $24,500, was accepted f o r t h e e r e c t i o n

of t h e C o u r t House by t h e Commissioners dur ing t h e i r t e r m t h i s week. We d i d n o t g e t

a copy o f t h e minu tes i n t i m e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . " N o t e : The c l o s i n g date f o r b i d s

was t h e 2nd Monday. in February wh ich would have been t h e 9 t h . I t appears t h e

Commissioners accepted M r . Boren's b i d w i t h i n t e n days a f t e r the c l os i ng date.

Poss ib l y M r . Boren's q u a l i fi c a t i o n s were equal t o M r . Bradley's and Boren‘s b i d was

t h e lower of t h e t w o . The o n l y other b i d discussed in the Commissioners minutes

' was t h a t of a M r. Hammond of Georg ia . Al though Hammond's b i d was $3500 lower than

. Boren's, t h e m a j o r i t y of t h e Commissioners voted to award t h e c o n t r a c t to Boren.

The p r i c e d i f f e r e n c e was due t o the two d i f f e r e n t methods proposed f o r obtaining/

making b r i c k f o r t h e courthouSe. M r . B o r e n m u s t have impressed t h e m a j o r i t y of

t h e Commissioners w i t h h i s q u a l i fi c a t i o n s and p a s t e x p e r i e n c e . The c o n t r a c t

language Boren presen ted in t h e Commissioners"minutes is i n d i c a t i v e of a man very
knowledgeable in h i s t rade, of a m a s t e r mechanic as he would have been c a l l e d in

1869.

On March 10, 1869, t h e Commissioners o f fi c i a l l y entered i n t o a c o n t r a c t w i t h

John Boren i n t h e amount o f $24,500 f o r t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e C o u r t House.24 A s

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , M r . B o r e n was a u t h o r i z e d to employ t h e services o f Genera l H . H .

H i g g i n s , a t t h e expense of t h e County, whenever t h e Super in tendent should r e q u i r e t h e

a s s i s t a n c e of anarchitect.25 L a t e r Genera l H i g g i n s was complimented severa l t i m e s

in Scot tsboro newspapers f o r h i s e x p e r t i s e in t h e b u i l d i n g o f b o t h t h e Limestone and

Jackson County Cou r t Houses. 1

M r . Boren's e s t i m a t e i n c l u d e d t h e u s e o f 400,000 b r i c k a t $15 p e r 1000.26
S ince t h e r e were no b r i c k manufacturers in S c o t t s b o r o at t h a t t i m e , M r . Bo ren began

"e rec t ing sheds" and s e t u p h i s own b r i c k y a r d . O n J u l y 15 , 1869, e d i t o r A l e x Snodgrass



w r o t e o f h i s r e c e n t v i s i t t o M r . Boren's b r i c k y a r d " i n company w i t h t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h e d

' Mr. Snodgrass f u r t h e r s t a t e d : "General H. isa r c h i t e c t , Gen. H i g g i n s o f Athens.’

t h e a u t h o r of t h e p l a n of t h e courthouse at Athens. He h a s been employed by o u r

Commissioners and M r . B o r e n j o i n t l y to s u p e r i n t e n d t h e b u i l d i n g . He a s s u r e s us

t h a t t h e m a t e r i a l h e r e i s s u p e r i o r t o a lmost a n y t o b e f o u n d anywhere and t h a t t h e

f a c i l i t i e s o f wh ich M r . B . h a s a v a i l e d h i m s e l f i n t h e way o f improved mach inery m e e t s

e v e r y w a n t and i n s u r e s p e r f e c t success. Gen H i g g i n s compl iments M r . B o r e n h i g h l y ‐ ‑

s a y s h e i s making b e t t e r b r i c k t h a n h e e v e r saw f rom P h i l a d e l p h i a , Bos ton , o r

B a l t i m o r e ; t h a t h i s p r e p a r a t i o n s a r e m o r e p e r f e c t and h i s e x e c u t i o n s b e t t e r t h a n a t

any establishment in N a s h v i l l e , Memphis, or H u n t s v i l l e . M r . B o r e n has p r o c u r e d t h e

s e r v i c e s o f Gen. H i g g i n s t o l a y up_these b r i c k . So, w i t h t h i s s t r o n g c o m b i n a t i o n o f

f a v o r a b l e c i rcumstances , we may e x p e c t a c o u r t h o u s e t h a t w i l l be a c r e d i t to o u r

coun t y. "

The fi r S t i n c r e m e n t a l paymen t o f $5,000 was t o b e p a i d M r . B o r e n o n January 1 ,

1870. '

In March, 1869, t h e Commissioners o r d e r e d t h e P r o b a t e C o u r t to a s s e s s and

c o l l e c t a S p e c i a l Ta x o f 33% o n t h e S t a t e and County t a x already b e i n g c o l l e c t e d f o r

1869.27 The Commissioners raised t h e S p e c i a l Ta x s e t a s i d e f o r c o u r t house p u r p o s e s

t o 66-2/3% o f t h e S t a t e Ta x f o r t h e year 1870.28 S o t h e S p e c i a l Tax was e v e n t u a l l y

r a i s e d f r o m t h e original r a t e of 25% to 66‐2/3%.

I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e l o t s d o n a t e d b y t h e S c o t t h e i r s , t w o o t h e r S c o t t s b o r o

p r o m o t e r s , John W h i t fi e l d and Thomas J . Wood, also made s i z a b l e l a n d d o n a t i o n s t o

t h e county.29 However, S c o t t s b o r o d i d n o t e x p e r i e n c e a n immediate growth ”boom,”

and t h e l o t s s o l d v e r y s l o w l y a t the fi r s t p u b l i c a u c t i o n s . Money was s t i l l 3231

scarce in t h i s a r e a in 1868‐1869. Therefore, s i n c e t h e S p e c i a l Tax and lot sa les

d i d n o t p r o v i d e s u f fi c i e n t funds t o fi n a n c e t h e cOurthouse p r o j e c t within t h e c o n t r a c t

t ime- f rame, t h e Commissioners s o l d $5000 in c o u n t y bonds at 8% i n t e r e s t . The bonds

were t o b e p a i d o u t o f t a x e s c o l l e c t e d f o r t h a t y e a r and were due and payab le "on

t h e l s t day o f J a n u a r y n e x t . " O n J u l y 15 , 1869, The S o u t h e r n I n d u s t r i a l H e r a l d

announced t h a t t h e f o l l o w i n g "were w i l l i n g to accommodate and encourage M r . B o r i n "

and had " f a i t h in t h e a b i l i t y o f t h e County" and had purchased bonds in t h e amounts

s p e c i fi e d :

Reverend Thomas J. Wood $300

Jordon & Brown 400

M i l e s & James Moody 200

John Snodgrass 200

M r s . Mary J . K y l e 500

Hon. D a v i d Ta t e 200

Hugh S h e l t o n ‘ 200

M. P. Brown 500

J . & N . S k e l t o n 200

O n August 26, 1869, e d i t o r A l e x Snodgrass announced i n The S o u t h e r n I n d u s t r i a l

H e r a l d t h a t "Mr. B o r e n i s p r e p a r i n g t o l a y t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e C o u r t House. The

b r i c k have been b u r n i n g f o r some t i m e . " In a p r e v i o u s a r t i c l e in June, M r . Snodgrass

commented o n t h e f a c t t h a t M r . B o r e n had v i s i t e d b r i c k y a r d s i n N a s h v i l l e and



H u n t s v i l l e and h a d bought t h e l a t e s t equipment and made e x t e n s i v e p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r

t h e b r i c k mak ing . At t h a t t i m e , M r . Snodgrass c a l l e d M r . B o r e n "the r i g h t man in

t h e r i g h t p l a c e . " ,

I n August , E d i t o r A . Snodgrass r e p o r t e d : " A s u g g e s t i o n has been made t h a t

i t wou ld b e a p p r o p r i a t e f o r o u r p e o p l e t o p r e p a r e f o r a c o l l e c t i o n o f peop le and

p r o p e r demonst ra t ion at t h e l a y i n g of t h e C o r n e r Stone."

0 f t h e 66 w h i t e a d u l t males l i s t e d on t h e 1870 census f o r t h e Scot tsboro a r e a ,

18 were c a r p e n t e r s ( John B o r e n i nc l uded ) , 3 were b r i c k masons, 3 w e r e p las te re r s ,

and 2 were p a i n t e r s . There w e r e 14 merchants/clerks, 3 p h y s i c i a n s , 7 lawyers , 2 h o t e l

p r o p r i e t o r s , l S i l v e r s m i t h , 3 wagonmakers, 2 blacksmiths, and 8 o t h e r n o n - c o n s t r u c t i o n

t r a d e s l i s t e d . Therefore , in 1870, approx imate ly 40% of Scot tsboro 's male p o p u l a t i o n

m o s t l i k e l y w e r e employed by M r . Boren in t h e b u i l d i n g of t h e C o u r t House. Many

o f t h e s e men a r e known t o have come h e r e f o r t h a t s p e c i fi c p u r p o s e and were l i v i n g

i n t h e 2 h o t e l s o r b o a r d i n g i n p r i v a t e homes i n 1870.

On March 28, 1871, E d i t o r A l e x Snodgrass r e p o r t e d t h a t M r . Boren was r a p i d l y

fi n i s h i n g t h e i n s i d e o f t h e C o u r t House and t h a t t h e A p r i l t e r m o f C i r c u i t C o u r t

wou ld be h e l d in t h e new c o u r t room.

Accord ing to e d i t o r Snodgrass, a r c h i t e c t H i g g i n s had s t a t e d " i t was m o s t r a r e

t h a t a workman comes up so f u l l y and complete ly to t h e des ign as M r . Boren had."

G e n e r a l H i g g i n s s t a t e d " the c u p o l a o n t h e Jackson Co. C o u r t House was w o r t h more

b y $500 t h a n a n o t h e r e r e c t e d a f t e r t h e same p l a n . "

The new C o u r t House was t h e p r i d e o f t h e C o u n t y. N o t o n l y was i t t h e n i c e s t

b u i l d i n g in Jackson Coun ty, i t was a l s o considered one of the fi n e s t c o u r t house

b u i l d i n g s i n Alabama i n t h e 1870's.

"Ti s n o wonder t h e e d i t o r showed obvious p e r s o n a l g r i e f and remorse i n r e p o r t i n g :

"Our C o u r t House in Ashes!" on 2‐20-1879, in The Alabama Herald.

The Alabama H e r a l d
2‐20-1879

Our C o u r t House in Ashes!

The b e a u t i f u l temple o f j u s t i c e t h a t j u s t n i n e y e a r s ago c o s t t h e people
of Jackson County $25,000, today l i e s in cha r red r u i n s and moulder ing ashes!
J u s t a f t e r dawn t h i s morn ing t h e cupo la was discovered to be on fi r e , and soon
i t was a l u r i d mass a g a i n s t t h e g r a y m o r n i n g s k y ; t h e flames soon reached t h e r o o f
of t h e ma in b u i l d i n g and then a l l knew t h a t t h e t o t a l destruction of t h e handsome
p u b l i c e d i fi c e w o u l d b e t h e fi n a l w o r k o f t h e fi r e fi e n d . When t h e e x c i t e d crowd
saw t h i s , t h e work o f s a v i n g t h e a r c h i v e s began ; a l l t h e c o u n t y p a p e r s were saved,
b u t w e r e p i l e d a b o u t s o p r o m i s c o u s l y t h a t i t w i l l t a k e Judge K y l e months o f l a b o r
t o g e t them s t r a i g h t e n e d o u t . The f u r n i t u r e i n a l l t h e o f fi c e rooms was dragged
o u t and Hon. G. D. Campbell who had h i s l a w o f fi c e in t h e b u i l d i n g is t h e o n l y
p e r s o n who l o s t p a p e r s and f u r n i t u r e b y the fi r e . The C o u r t House was t h e p r i d e
o f o u r County and was o n e o f t h e fi n e s t i n Alabama; and i t i s a g r e a t m i s f o r t u n e
to o u r peop le t h a t i t i s des t royed .

The C o u r t House was d iscovered to be on fi r e yes te rday a f te rnoon , b u t i t
was e x t i n g u i s h e d . 'The fi r e was under t h e r o o f n e a r t h e cupo la o n b o t h occas ions
when discovered. We have n e i t h e r t i m e , s p a c e , n o r i n c l i n a t i o n to d w e l l upon t h e
circumstances of t h e b u r n i n g at p r e s e n t . We a r e a v e r s e to t h e theory t h a t i t was
t h e work o f a n i n c i n d i a r y , and w i l l g i v e O u r reasons n e x t week, u n l e s s w e a r e l e d
to a d i f f e r e n t conc lus ion .



The Alabama Hera ld
2-27-1879

The b e s t informed men we have on such m a t t e r s a r e of t h e o p i n i o n t h a t t h e ‑
w a l l s o f t h e Court House c a n b e r e p a i r e d s o a s t o b e s u c c e s s f u l l y used b y t a k i n g
down a sma l l p o r t i o n o f t h e t o p , and We hear express ion to t h e p u r p o r t t h a t $6000
w i l l g i v e us a b e t t e r C o u r t House w i t h some des i rab le changes than we had be fo re
t h e fi r e .

.We have a v a i l e d ou rse l ves o f a l l i n f o r m a t i o n w e c a n . g e t and are confirmed
i n o u r o p i n i o n t h a t t h e b u r n i n g o f t h e Cour t House was a c c i d e n t a l .

The Jackson County C o u r t House was r e s t o r e d t o i t s o r i g i n a l splendor a s

q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e . On March 11 , 1879, t h e Commissioners Cour t composed of Probate

Judge Nelson K y l e , C . C . S p i l l e r , P r e s t o n Brown, E . R . I n g l i s h , and James Jordon,
v o t e d t o r e p a i r t h e Court House "upon t h e same p l a n i t was o r i g i n a l l y fi n i s h e d w i t h

t h e following e x c e p t i o n s :

1 . Leave o f f t h e g a l e r y i n t h e C o u r t Room

2 . Sea l a l l t h e rooms overhead ins tead o f p l a s t e r i n g a s i n o r i g i n a l

3 . Leave o f f t h e cupola and i n s t e a d t h e r e o f have erec ted o n t o p a base 1 6

f e e t square h i g h w i t h a dome on t h e t o p of sa i d base 10 f e e t h i g h and t h e Cou r t

Room t o b e ar ranged and seated a s may b e h e r e a f t e r agreed upon."

W i l l i a m Whi twor th ( t h e b u i l d e r and fi r s t owner o f t h e Maples House) was

employed as t h e "master mechanic" to supe r i n tend t h e r e p a i r s i n c l u d i n g b o t h t h e

wood and b r i c k work. H i s wages were s e t a t $2.50 p e r day, and h e had t h e a u t h o r i t y

to employ and d ischarge ( f o r good cause) the workers.30
Judge K y l e and James Jordon were authorized to p r o c u r e the necessary r e p a i r

materials, and they b o t h made several ou t -o f - town t r i p s to expedi te shipments and

to secure t h e m a t e r i a l s at t h e lowest p r i c e s possible.31
The c o s t of r e b u i l d i n g t o t a l e d approximately $3500. The County Commissioners

were p r a i s e d f o r "not l e t t i n g it o u t at contract" and an a r t i c l e in t h e August 8,

1879, e d i t i o n of The Sco t tsboro C i t i z e n s t a t e d : "They ( t h e Commissioner's C o u r t )

have been i n s t r u m e n t a l i n s a v i n g a good d e a l t o Jackson County."

O n November 28, 1879, t h e e d i t o r o f The S c o t t s b o r o C i t i z e n r e p o r t e d :

"The C o u r t House shines in a l l of i t s former g l o r y and magnificence."

T h i s b u i l d i n g served t h e people o f Jackson County u n t i l 1913 when a new

b u i l d i n g was b u i l t , b u t t h a t i s another s t o r y .

(TO BE CONTINUED)

E d i t o r ' s No te : The a r t i c l e above was w r i t t e n by Ann B. Chambless based on research

over a t w o ‐y e a r p e r i o d . H o p e f u l l y, t h i s m a t e r i a l a long w i t h o t h e r h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s

about Jackson County c a n be pub l i shed by y o u r E d i t o r as t i m e p e r m i t s .

Foo tno tes :

1 . Acts o f t h e A l a . L e g i s l a t u r e , Session o f 1818, p . 93, and Sessions o f Ju ly,
S e p t . , N o v. , 1868, p p . 474‐477.

2. Jackson Co. Comm. M i n u t e Book (unnumbered), 1868‐69, p .56. '
N o t e : In 1868, Andy Whi twor th owned t h e wes t h a l f o f t h e e n t i r e b l o c k betWeen
Willow/Broad/Railroad/Market S t r e e t s . (W. J. Word Lumber Co. occupies mos t of
t h i s same area in 1979 . )

3 . l h i d , ,p . 56. (No te : G . W. S t o v a l l and Thomas Boyd F o s t e r were elected County
Surveyors on 9‐5-1868. By Feb. , 1869, G. W. S t o v a l l had completed h i s c o n t r a c t
f o r s u r v e y i n g and lay ing o f f t he l o t s and t h e County Comm. author ized payment
t o M r. S t d v a l l f o r t h e -sum o f $105. )



4. Jackson Go. Deed Book 3, p.564‐565. ( N o t e : , The fi r s t p u b l i c auc t i on f o r sa le
of l o t s donated by t h e Sco t t f a m i l y was held on the 2nd Monday in December, 8680-4)
Jackson connty Comm. used proceeds f rom sa le of l o t s to h e l p finance county
bu i ld ing 'program.)

S. JackSOn County Comm. Minutes, 1868-1869, p .65 . (Note: P a r t i e s employed inc luded
James Rosson, John Hargess , James Skel ton, ggiuoggs, and Charley Davis who
were t o r e c e i v e a n a g g r e g a t e sum o f $15 f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f a l l c o u n t y books,
pape r, and f u r n i t u r e f r o m B e l l e f o n t e t o Scottsboro b y Nov. 14, 1868. )

6. Tue Jackson co. Hera ld , Nov. 19, 1868
Jackson Co. Deed Book 5, p.24-25

7. Jackson Co. Comm. Minutes 1868-1869, p.83.

8. gggg., p.80 .

9. _I_1_)_i_cl. , p .101

10. E g g . , p . 7 1

11. l b ; g . , p.99

12. M g . , p.99

13. l b i g . , p . 101

14. Jackson Coun ty, A l a . Deed Book 3, p.587

15.. Jackson C o u n t y, A l a . Deed Book 4, p.12é‐126

16. Unpublished manuscr ipt of Elisabeth Snodgrass written c i r c a 1900. Elizabeth
Snodgrass reca l l ed a l a r g e b e l l which stood in f r o n t of t h i s church/School
b u i l d i n g . In the e a r l y days in v i l l a g e of Scottsboro, s t r a y cows were t i e d to
t h i s e a r l y landmark and Ms. Snodgrass reca l led hea r i ng the b e l l r i n g a l l night
on many such occasions.

17. Jackson Co. Comm. Minutes, 1868-1869, p . 6 3 . ’

18. l b i d . , p.68

19. l b ; d . , pJ68

20. gggg., p.70

21. l b ; d . , p.70

22. _ lb id . , p . 7 1

23. 1233., p . 7 1

24. l b i g . , p . 81

25. gggg., p.93

26. g 2 ; g . , p .95

27. gggg., p.88

28. jib‐id. , p.118

29. Jackson C o u n t y, A l a . Deed Book 3, pages 563 and 566.

30. Jackson County Commissioners C o u r t M inu tes , 1878-79, p .41

31. I b i d . , p . 4 1

CONGRATULATIONS to PATTY JOHNSTONE who is “ o u r second LIFE MEMBER."
L i f e memberships a r e conveyed u p o n a $100.00 dona t i on t o . t h e Jackson
County H i s t o r i c a l Associat ion.



SCHOOLS IN THE STEVENSON AREA

b y M r s . E l i z a B . Wo o d a l l
o f N a s h v i l l e , TN.

Names o f s c h o o l s i n t h e p r e - C i v i l War t i m e s i n t h e S t e v e n s o n a r e a

a r e h a r d t o d i s c o v e r . T. B o y d F o s t e r w r o t e i n h i s memoirs t h a t h e came

t o Alabama f r o m F r a n k l i n C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e , a n d t a u g h t one t e r m a t

B o l i v a r i n 1834. B y 1840 h e was t e a c h i n g a t P l e a s a n t GrOve i n C r o w Creek

V a l l e y . He t h e n t a u g h t s e v e r a l t e rms f u r t h e r up t h e V a l l e y in Tennessee
b e f o r e m o v i n g t o Sand M o u n t a i n where h e t a u g h t fi v e t e r m s a t M u n d a y ' s

C h a p e l . A n d t h e r e i n l i e s a c l u e a b o u t t h e names o f e a r l y s c h o o l s ; i n

t h o s e d a y s c h u r c h b u i l d i n g s were u s e d d u r i n g t h e week f o r t h e s h o r t

s e s s i o n s o f s c h o o l .

The 1850 c e n s u s l i s t s t w o s c h o o l t e a c h e r s n e a r t h e f u t u r e s i t e o f

StevenSon: J o h n S h i r l e y , l i v i n g n e a r B o l i v a r , a n d J o h n H a l l , l i v i n g

n e x t d o o r to t h e widow of C o l . C h a r l e s M a c l i n C r o s s . I t i s presumed

t h e i r s c h o o l s w o u l d h a v e been n e a r b y. I n t h e 1 8 5 0 ' s , P r e s l e y G . G r i f fi n

t a u g h t a s c h o o l " a t C o l l i n s S p r i n g " a c c o r d i n g t o E l d e r J o h n A . C a r g i l e

who w r o t e t h a t h e a t t e n d e d t h a t s c h o o l a l o n g w i t h " t h e T a l l y boys, t h e

McMahan b o y s , t h e J a c o w a y b o y s , a n d myCousins".l In 1860 , R i c h a r d

E u l e r i c k was l i v i n g n e a r C o l l i n s S p r i n g a n d was l i s t e d o n t h e census a s

a  t e a c h e r .

On page 97 in t h e Jackson COunty Commissioners ' C o u r t M i n u t e B o o k ,

1867-1884, is a re fe rence tO'Ryan Academy. R. H. P r i c e , T. E. McMahan,

T. B . F o s t e r , L . B . Osbo rn , W i l e y P a r k s , a n d H . B . G r e e r were a p p o i n t e d

" t o v i e w a n d m a r k o f f a r o a d l e a d i n g frOm S t e v e n s o n b y t h e way o f R y a n

Academy a n d T. E . McMahan to R. H. P r i c e ' s f a r m on t h e Tennessee R i v e r . . . "

( N o v e m b e r, 1 8 6 9 ) . S o R y a n Academy was l o c a t e d b e t w e e n t h e v i l l a g e o f

S t e v e n s o n c l u s t e r e d n e a r t h e d e p o t a n d T. E . McMahan's p 1 a c e - - j u s t p a s t

w h a t i s now Avonda le M i l l s .

C o l . W. K r z y z a n O w s k i , U n i t e d S t a t e s M i l i t a r y A g e n t , l e f t i n c h a r g e

a t S t e v e n s o n a f t e r h o s t i l i t i e s ceased i n t h e Wa r Be tween t h e S t a t e s ,

h a d e r e c t e d a new b u i l d i n g t h a t housed a c h u r c h o n t h e fi r s t fl o o r a n d

t h e Mason ic Lodge o n t h e second. T h i s b u i l d i n g was o n t h e h i l l b e h i n d

w h a t i s now B o g a r t ' s D r y Goods S t o r e . S c h o o l h e l d i n t h e c h u r c h was

known l o c a l l y a s "Goa t H i l l S c h o o l “ because g o a t s roamed t h e h i l l and

even s l e p t u n d e r t h e b u i l d i n g a t n i g h t . T h i s may h a v e b e e n t h e " p u b l i c

s c h o o l " mentioned in a news i t e m in t h e J u l y 1 2 , 1 8 8 7 , i s s u e of The
S t e v e n s o n C h r o n i c l e w h i c h s t a t e d , "The p u b l i c s c h o o l opened i n t h e o l d

c h u r c h h e r e y e s t e r d a y w i t h M i s s A l i c e W i m b e r l e y, a n a c c o m p l i s h e d a n d

e x p e r i e n c e d t e a c h e r i n c h a r g e . "

W i l l i a m a n d Emma A u s t i n C o l l e g e

In The Alabama H e r a l d , F e b r u a r y 1 4 , 1 8 7 8 , A. Snodgrass, e d i t o r , s t a t e s

lIn E l i z a Mae Woodall's b o o k o n S t e v e n s o n , she h a s d e c i p h e r e d t h e names
o f a l l t h e s e b o y s .



t h a t t h e W i l l i a m a n d Emma A u s t i n C o l l e g e w a s t h e " fi r s t h o u s e erected
f o r t h e espec ia l p u r p o s e o f s c h o o l e v e r b u i l t on J a c k s o n C o u n t y s o i l . "

T h i s s ta tement l e n d s further s u p p o r t t o t h e c o n j e c t u r e t h a t t h e e a r l i e r

schoo ls w e r e h e l d i n c h u r c h e s o r p r i v a t e homes.

' The C o l l e g e was a t w o ‐ s t o r i e d b r i c k b u i l d i n g w h i c h s a t o n l a n d

dona ted b y t h e Q u a r t e r l y C o n f e r e n c e , S t e v e n s o n C i r c u i t , H u n t s v i l l e

D i s t r i c t , N o r t h A l a b a m a C o n f e r e n c e o f t h e M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h ,

S o u t h . The fi r s t t r u s t e e s o f t h e s c h o o l w e r e J . F . M a r t i n , T . . & M .

McMahan, W. M. C o w a n , M. Graham, I . P. R u s s e l , H. H. H o p k i n s , a n d W. P.

D e r i c k . ‘

I t i s t r a d i t i o n t h a t W i l l i a m A . A u s t i n , m e r c h a n t a t Rash a n d

S t e v e n s o n , c o n t r i b u t e d g e n e r o u s l y t o t h e b u i l d i n g o f t h e s c h o o l w i t h

t h e s t i p u l a t i o n t h a t i t b e named f o r h i m a n d h i s w i f e , t h e f o r m e r E l v i r a

Emmaline S a u n d e r s . H o w e v e r , b o t h W i l l i a m a n d Emma d i e d before t h e

s c h o o l opened ; i t f e l l t o t h e i r d a u g h t e r , S a r a h , t o p a y o v e r t h e sum

promised by h e r f a t h e r .

The fi r s t s e s s i o n o f t h e s c h o o l b e g a n i n F e b r u a r y , 1 8 7 8 , w i t h

P r o f . A . F. M o o r e as P r e s i d e n t a n d a l s o P r o f e s s o r o f Mathmat ics a n d

t h e S c i e n c e s . P. V . L i v i n g s t o n was P r o f e s s o r o f L a n g u a g e s , M r s .

L i z z i e A l s t o n was i n c h a r g e o f t h e P r i m a r y D e p a r t m e n t , a n d M i s s A n g i e

P a i n e was t h e Te a c h e r o f M u s i c . V '

In J a n u a r y , 1 8 7 8 , P r o f . M o o r e h a d t h e following advertisement in
newspapers :

" T h i s i n s t i t u t i o n , f o r t h e e d u c a t i o n o f b o t h s e x e s , i s
l o c a t e d a t S t e v e n s o n , A labama. . .The c o l l e g e b u i l d i n g ,
recently e r e c t e d , i s o f b r i c k , t a s t e f u l and conven ien t
i n c o n s t r u c t i o n , and spac ious e n o u g h t o accomodate two
h u n d r e d s t u d e n t s . . .

R a t e o f T u i t i o n f o r T w e n t y Weeks ‐ P r i m a r y D e p a r t m e n t
S p e l l i n g , R e a d i n g , W r i t i n g , O r t h o g r a p h y , P r i m a r y G e o g r a p h y,
P r i m a r y A r i t h m a t i c ( s i c ) , a n d D r a w i n g ----------$10 .00

P r e p a r a t o r y D e p a r t m e n t
O r t h o g r a p h y , R e a d i n g , Penmanship, Geography, E n g l i s h G r a m m e r ,
A r i t h m a t i c ( s i c _, U n i t e d S t a t e s H i s t o r y , English C o m p o s i t i o n ,
D e c l a m a t i o n a n d D r a w i n g ------------------------$ 1 5 . 0 0

Col leg ia te D e p a r t m e n t --------------------------$ 2 0 .00
M u s i c , onP i a n o orO r g a n -----------------------$ 2 0 . 0 0
M u s i c , onG u i t a r--------------------------------$ 1 2 . 0 0
U s e o f P i a n o f o r P r a c t i c e ‐ - - - - ‐ - - - - - - - - - ‐ ‐ - ‐ - - - $ 5 .00 "

F e e s w e r e p a y a b l e a t t h e c l o s e o f t h e s e s s i o n ; h o w e v e r , a 10%

r e d u c t i o n w o u l d b e made t o t h o s e p a y i n g i n a d v a n c e . M e n t i o n was made

a l s o t h a t b o a r d , l o d g i n g , b e d , f u r n i t u r e , and f u e l c o u l d b e secured i n

g o o d homes f o r t e n d o l l a r s p e r m o n t h .

A . S n o d g r a s s a t t e n d e d t h e c l o s i n g e x e r c i s e s o f t h e fi r s t sess i on

a n d r e p o r t e d : ‑

" O u r c a n d i d j u d g m e n t i s t h a t many o f t h e p u p i l s made e x t r a ‑
o r d i n a r y p r o g r e s s f o r t h e fi r s t fi v e m o n t h s . . . . A l l i n a l l ,
t h e examinat ions and manifestations w e r e a fl a t t e r i n g comment
u p o n t h e f a c u l t y , p u p i l s a n d p a r e n t s . . . "



The names O f o n l y t h r e e o f t h e 7 5 p u p i l s e n r o l l e d i n t h a t fi r s t

s e s s i o n a r e k n o w n : Joanna Russell, H e r s c h e l Hudson ( f r o m M a y n a r d ' s

C o v e ) , a n d G e o r g e A l l e y who h a d f o r m e r l y attended S e q u a t c h i e C o l l e g e .

I n 1 8 9 8 , t h e s c h o o l d i s c o n t i n u e d i t s c o l l e g i a t e d e p a r t m e n t a n d

became a p r e p a r a t o r y s c h o o l o n l y . R e c o r d s show t h a t t h e h e a d o f t h e

i n s t i t u t i o n was s t i l l c a l l e d P r e s i d e n t a s l a t e a s t h e 1 9 0 0 ' s . Some o f

t h e e a r l y P r e s i d e n t s Were:

1878 A . F. M o o r e

1 8 8 1 - 8 2 A . F. D i x

1883 - P h i l l i p s

1884-98 W. M. G r o s s

1900 C . E . B a x t e r

1 9 0 1 J . C . B r y a n t

Other headmasters i n c l u d e d S h e f f y R o l l e r , A . Samuel A b e r n a t h y ,

D a v i s , J a m e s K . S t o n e , H a r v e y M c G l o t h i n , N . Hosmer P r i c e , a n d

James W i l l i s .

In 1914 , a n o t i c e a p p e a r e d in The Stevenson C h r o n i c l e t h a t sounded
t h e k n e l l f o r W i l l i a m and Emma A u s t i n C o l l e g e :

. A m e e t i n g o f s t o c k h o l d e r s a n d T r u s t e e s o f W i l l i a m a n d Emma

A u s t i n C o l l e g e i s c a l l e d t o b e h e l d a t t h e F i r s t N a t i o n a l Bank

i n S t e v e n s o n , A labama, o n F r i d a y , J u n e 1 9 , 1914 , a t 3 : 0 0 P. M . f o r

t h e p u r p o s e o f e l e c t i n g T r u s t e e s and a u t h o r i z i n g t h e s a l e o f

t h e p r o p e r t y , n a m e l y The W i l l i a m a n d Emma A u s t i n C o l l e g e t o t h e

t o w n o f S t e v e n s o n , Alabama.

P. B . T i m b e r l a k e , Cha i rman o f B o a r d o f T r u s t e e s

I . P. R u s s e l l , J r . , S e c r e t a r y

The s a l e p r e s u m a b l y w a s consummated; t h e i n s t i t u t i o n became a p u b l i c

s c h o o l a n d t h e m i n u t e s o f t h e J a c k s o n C o u n t y B o a r d o f E d u c a t i o n f o r M a r c h

1 1 , 1916 , show t h a t t h e t r u s t e e s e l e c t e d f o r S c h o o l D i s t r i c t #89
( S t e v e n s o n ) w e r e J . L . A r m s t r o n g , E . K . M a n n , a n d C . W. P o t t s . The

t e a c h e r s f o r 1916-17 were N . H o s m e r P r i c e , p r i n c i p a l , M a t t i e C a r g i l e ,

O r a D e v e r s , a n d M a r y G o o d l e t t . J a m e s C . D i x o n was t h e p r i n c i p a l i n

‘ 1 9 1 7 - 1 8 , a n d i n 1919 M a t t i e C a r g i l e assumed t h e helm f o r f o u r y e a r s .

I n 1 9 2 3 , t h e i n s t i t u t i o n became S t e v e n s o n Grammer s c h o o l w i t h

g r a d e s one t h r o u g h s i x , seven t h r o u g h e l e v e n g o i n g t o S t e v e n s o n H i g h

S c h o o l i n a new b u i l d i n g s o u t h o f t o w n . The fi r s t p r i n c i p a l o f t h e G r a m ‑

m e r S c h o o l was M r s . " P i x i e " A l s p a u g h , M i s s M a t t i e C a r g i l e g o i n g t o t h e

H i g h S c h o o l . .

The v e n e r a b l e o l d C o l l e g e building w a s r a z e d i n 1938 a n d t h e campus

became t h e e x t e n s i o n o f S t e v e n s o nCity C e m e t e r y .

EDITOR'S NOTE: The a r t i c l e above is j u s t a " t a s t e ” of t h e much more
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n t o b e f o u n d i n M r s . Woodall's b o o k o n t h e H i s t o r y
o f Stevenson. E l i z a Mae, w e a l l ANKIQUSLY awa i t t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f
y o u r book:



P l e a s a n t G r o v e S c h o o l

( C r o w C r e e k V a l l e y ) b y E l i z a Mae, B . Wo o d a l l

Pleasant G r o v e communi ty h a d a s c h o o l as e a r l y as 1840 when T.

B o y d F o s t e r t a u g h t t h e r e .

I n 1887 , t h e t r u s t e e s a d v e r t i s e d f o r . b i d s t o e r e c t a new s c h o o l

b u i l d i n g a n d to move t h e o l d schoo lhouse to t h e new s i t e . These a c t s

w e r e accomp l i shed a n d on O c t o b e r 3 , 1887, P l e a s a n t G r o v e H i g h S c h o o l

opened i t s d o o r s w i t h P r o f . C h a r l e s B . L e n n o x a s p r i n c i p a l a n d M r s .

L i z z i e Pearl A r m s t r o n g a s t e a c h e r .

O t h e r s who t a u g h t a t t h i s s c h o o l d u r i n g i t s forty-- o d d y e a r s o f

e x i s t e n c e w e r e A l b e r t D i x , J a m e s B . H a c k w o r t h , J o e H a c k w o r t h , P r o f .

L a t i m e r , M a r y C a p e r t o n , C a n n a Wynn , D . K . P e g u e s , J r . , H . T. A b b a t t ,

Ly d a H i l l , Helen G o n c e , M a r y G o n c e , C a r r i e H o u s t o n , R u t h C l a r k , E l i z a

R u d d e r , T r a v i s T. H a c k w o r t h , E v e l y n G o n c e , L i l a h Wann, W i l s o n Gonce a n d

David C a r g i l e .

M r s . L i z z i e P e a r l Armstrong, an e a r l y t e a c h e r in t h e S t e v e n s o n a r e a

s c h o o l s , was i n a d v e r t e n t l y l i s t e d a s t h e g r a n d m o t h e r o f t w o o f o u r members

i n t h e A p r i l , 1 9 7 9 , i s s u e o f t h e J a c k s o n C o u t y C h r o n i c l e s . H o w e v e r ,

L i z z i e P e a r l A r m s t r o n g was t h e great‐grandmofiher of K a t h r y n A r m s t r o n g

and B e t t y R u t h H e n n i g e r . Yo u r E d i t o r apo log iZes f o r t h e e r r o r in l e a v i n g

o f f t h e " g r e a t . " ' M r s . L i z z i e P e a r l A r m s t r o n g i s t h e g randmothe r ané
namesake o f M r s . P e a r l A r m s t r o n g M i t c h e l l o f S t e v e n s o n .

NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION

T , , , ' , ' U. SPOSTAGE PAIDJ acl-{s‘on Countq Historical Assocm’uon SCOTTSBORO. AL. 357“

P .0 . Box 638 y ' p s m r x n

Scottsboro, Ala [ya ma 55768

ADDRESS
C ORRECTI ON

REQUESTED

ja‘ckson coun’cq, the] switzerlano‘ 0F the state of alabama



c . » . u

Mfl‘ao’fison 'Goun’ty

NEWSLETTER NO. TWENTY OCOTBER 11, 1979

ANNOUNCING FA L L PILGRIMAGE 7
OCTOBER 2 7 , 1979 . .

The B l o u n t C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y 1 n v 1 t e s members
of t h e Association to v i s i t t h e C o v e r e d B r i d g e s . The
p i l g r i m a g e w i l l a r o u s e i n t e r e s t a s t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n
a n d a c t u a l u s e f u l n e s s o f t h e b r i d g e s . W e w i l l assemb le
a t t h e O n e o n t a C i t y S c h o o l i n O n e o n t a (Hwy. 7 5 a s y o u
e n t e r t h e c i t y ) a t 10 :00 a . m . f o r a f o r m a l p r o g r a m ,
w i t h Judge F r a n k J . G r e e n o f B l o u n t s v i l l e t e l l i n g o f
t h e e a r l y d a y s o f B l o u n t C o u n t y . L u n c h o n t h e s c h o o l
g r o u n d s . B r i n g y o u r own l u n c h . ~ A f t e r l u n c h s c h o o l
b u s s e s w i l l c a r r y t h e g r o u p t o t h e b r i d g e s . W i t h f o u r
b r i d g e s , B l o u n t C o u n t y h a s m o r e t h a n a n y o t h e r c o u n t y
i n t h e s t a t e . D r o p a n o t e t o J a m e s F . S u l z b y , J r . ,

3121 C a r l i s l e R o a d , B i rm ingham, Alabama,
35213, s t a t i n g number i n y o u r p a r t y . N o names. Come
r a i n o r s h i n e . B r i n g f r i e n d s . '

. L t . C o l . J o h n H . N a p e r , I I I ,
OCT. 2 7 , 1979 P r e s i d e n t , A l a . H i s t . A s s n .

IIIIIIIIIllIIIIInIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIlIIInIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII-Illlllllllllllllllnn
PROGRAM MEETING - OCTOBER 21, 1979 - 2:30 p.m. - ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

The Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Association w i l l meet Sunday, October 21, 1979,

2330 p.m,, at Scottsboro C i t y H a l l Auditorium. Mrs. Gene Henninger, Program

Vice President, has announced h e r g u e s t speaker as Mrs . Hazel I s b e l l Roberts.

H r s . Roberts is the Assistant L i b r a r i a n at Snead College and a p a s t p r e s i d e n t

o f the Marshal l County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y. Hazel i s a lso a member o f the

Jackson County H i s to r i ca l Associat ion since she has always had a personal

i n t e r e s t i n Jackson Coun ty. H e r f a m i l y came here a t a v e r y e a r l y date and

went on to DeKalb and Marshall County. Some of h e r f a m i l y were in Marshal l

County as e a r l y as 1813-1816. Hazel is a l s o a member of the Alabama H is to r i ca l

and the National H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie t i es and a n a c t i v e member i n the Heroes o f

King's Mountain Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution. H e r t a l k w i l l

b e centered around a c o l l e c t i o n o f v e r y o l d l e t t e r s w r i t t e n f rom Bel lefonte

residents to former Be l l e f on te res idents who had moved to Texas, before the

War Between the S t a t e s . A l l members a r e encouraged to b r i ng a f r i e n d who

enjoys learn ing more about the e a r l y h i s t o r y o f our County.

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD WILL MEET ON OCTOBER 21, at 2:00 p . m . , JUST PRIOR TO THE

REGULAR PROGRAM MEETING.“
You s t i l l have t ime to pay your dues; j u s t mail_your check t o :

Jackson CountyH i s t o r i c a l Associat ion REGULAR MEMBERSHIP - $7.50

Mrs . Alice Ruth Page, Treasurer L IFE MEMBERSHIP - $100.00

3:23:13; 32:;2535776 m e n u s ’ $ 1 ° ° ' ° ° 1
Please prov ide : NAME : , '

ADDRESS _

cm: sure ' ZIP

Membership e n t i t l e s you to receive t h e q u a r t e r l y publication, "Jackson County ‘
Chronicles“, mai led approximately t e n days p r i o r to ou r q u a r t e r l y meetings in
January, A p r i l , J u l y , and October. . ' ‑

r , ”



NOTE 9: INTEREST: A f t e r reading the a r t i c l e on the Jackson County Court House

in the J u l y issue of the Jackson Chronicles, John T. Reid was k ind enough to

advise tha t your Ed i to r ' s supposi t ion was abso lu te l y c o r r e c t in t h a t Alexander‘

H. Reid c a s t h i s vo te " fo r Scottsboro" when the County Commissioners selected a

new c o u n t y sea t in 1868. John T. Re id s a i d he was p o s i t i v e h i s great -grandfather,

A. H. Reid, vo ted " fo r Scottsboro" because he had been t o l d t h e fo l l ow ing f a m i l y

s t o r y f r o m chi ldhood:

"Alexander H. Reid l i v e d in P a i n t Rock Va l l e y near E s t i l l Pork, Alabama. He

served as County Commissioner f rom 1868-1872. A. H. Reid rode a horse or mule

f rom E s t i l l Fo rk to the Commissioners Court meetings in Be l le fon te which at times

was a d i f fi c u l t t r i p due to weather and road condit ions. When the se lec t i on of a

new.county s e a t was under consideration in 1868, one of A. H. Reid's v e r y good

f r i ends , D r . Pr ince who then l i v e d in Stevenson, asked M r . Reid to v o t e f o r a

s i t e other than Scottsboro and M r . Reid was cons ider ing doing so . However, when

M r . Reid d i d n o t make it to one of the Commissioners' meetings, M r . Rice A. Cof fey

had the S h e r i f f i s sue a w a r r a n t demanding M r . Reid‘s attendance at t h e n e x t

meeting and s e n t t h e S h e r i f f after M r . Re id . Th is i n f u r i a t e d A . H . Reid! H e

immediately decided to vote f o r Scottsboro because M r . Coffey was campaigning

f o r Cowanls Spring."

Ed i to r 's No te : Alexander‘H. Reid is al io' thé"great-grandfather of W. R. and Frank

Henshaw, I r e n e Hensbaw G r i g g s , and Ruby Henshaw Green, and he is the grand fa the r

of Mrs . Jessie Henshaw and J. F. Henshaw, Sr.

MANY THANKS TO JOHN T. REID FOR SHARING THIS BIT OF JACKSON COUNTY HISTORY:

BOOK REVIEW: THE FAMILY 95 JAMES ALLEN KENNAHER AND MATILDA (NAPLES) KENNAMER,
b y A l i c e Ruth Page (Mrs . Rex Page) (1979), s o f t cover, 255 pages i n c l u d i n g complete
index of 19 pages, 8-1/2 x 11 ($10.00). Avai lab le f r om M r s . A l i c e Ruth Page, Route
One, Box 234, Woodvi l le, Alabama, 35776. A

Mrs. A l i c e Ruth Page, J . C . H.A. 's g i f t e d t reasurer, has publ ished a w e l l ‑
documented h i s t o r y of James A l l e n Kennamer (1829F1904) and Mat i lda (Maples)
Kennamer (1842-1908) which includes bo th t h e i r a n c e s t r y and descendants. In h e r
account o f t h i s h i s t o r i c f a m i l y , M r s . Page a l s o prov ides invaluable i n s i g h t i n t o
the e a r l y h i s t o r y of Jackson County. M r s . Page introduced t h e Kennamer f a m i l y by
t r a c i n g t h e i r l i n e a g e to Jacob Kennamer who a r r i v e d in America from Rotterdam,.Holland
i n 1732. She t raced the Maples l i n e t o the V i r g i n i a o r i g i n o f William Caswell Maples »
through h i s son, Moses Maples who marr ied Catharine Manning in 1821. One chapter
each i s then devoted to the 12 ch i l d ren o f James A l l e n and Mat i l da (Maples) Kennamer
and t h e i r descendants ( inc lud ing c h i l d r e n born as l a t e of May, 1979.)

M r s . Page has w r i t t e n a most i n t e r e s t i n g n a r r a t i v e account o f the twelve
children-based on numerous v e r y o l d - l e t t e r s , personal interviews, and f a m i l y
records prov ided b y f a m i l y members. She has included p o r t r a i t s o f Moses and
Cathar ine Maples and James A l l en and Ma t i l da (Maples) Kennamer p lus f a m i l y p ic tures
represent ing 11 of t h e i r 12 children. A complete index (numbering 19 pages) closes
the volume. ' A

A v a s t amount o f l a b o r and l o v e went i n t o the p roduc t i on o f t h i s f a m i l y
h i s t o r y and a l l James A l l e n Kennamer descendants are g r e a t l y in h e r debt. A l ice
Ruth Page is a v e r y c a r e f u l and thorough researcher, and h e r book amply
demonstrates how genealogical research can prov ide so much more than j u s t dates
of b i r t h and death. The value of h e r work is inestimable and w i l l be enjoyed by
anyone in te res ted in the h i s t o r y o f Jackson County, Alabama.

' 2 ’



EDITORIAL

Jackson County has many v e r y o l d cemeteries which are f a s t disappearing due to

age, loca t i on , n e g l e c t , and d is respec t .

As land ownership has changed through the-years , many smal l f a m i l y p l o t s have

become i n v i s i b l e t o the unknowing eye . B u r i a l s i t e s have been almost consumed b y

heavy growths of weeds, v ines, b r i a r s , bushes, and t r e e s . Roads leading to these

cemeter ies have deteriorated or disappeared.

Many smal l cemeterieshave been eradicated by developers of subdivisions. In

several known instances around Scottsboro, the p l o t contained a smal l number of I

markers bu t unquestionable evidence of numerous unmarked graves. The marked as
w e l l as the unmarked were completely ignored , and now houses stand over bo th .

What happened to t h e markers? Why weren't t h e y at l e a s t moved to a perpetua l care

cemetery, even if descendants a r e unknown?

There i s even more evidence o f d e s t r u c t i o n b y c a t t l e and farming equipment i n

r u r a l areas where land was s o l d to someone who f a i l e d to remember and r e s p e c t the

fi n a l r e s t i n g p lace of our e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s . Stones have disappeared or have

been broken and trampled by c a t t l e . A perfect example is the once l a r g e cemetery

n e a r e s t o l d Be l le fon te . A t one t ime, markers here i d e n t i fi e d a death in 1826 and

many deaths in the 1830s and 1840s.

Throughout the County, markers have been vandalized o r s to len. ' I n s c r i p t i o n s

copied in t h e e a r l y 1950s can no l o n g e r be found. Reports of grave markers being

used as doorsteps or p i l l a r supports have been v e r i fi e d in more than one case.

Respect f o r the dead is no longe r a guaranteed common courtesy! Thus, the

i d e n t i t y of our e a r l y s e t t l e r s is q u i c k l y fad ing i n t o obl iv ion. What can we do

about t h i s as ind iv idua ls?

1. Prac t i ce and teach r e s p e c t f o r all‘cemeteries
2. Support cemetery maintenance groups

3. Repair and replace vandalized markers

4. Beg in NOW to r e c o r d a l l i nsc r i bed markers in ou r County cemeter ies s'both
l a r g e and smal l .

M r s . Jess (Annie Coleman) P r o c t o r made many s i g n i fi c a n t cont r ibut ions to the

p r e s e r v a t i o n o f Jackson County h i s t o r y , and h e r cemetery records a r e probably the

most valuable s i n g l e c o l l e c t i o n i n t h e Scot tsboro Pub l i c L i b r a r y . She s p e n t twenty

or more years l o c a t i n g and record ing grave markers in eve ry burialgplot she could

g e t to in t h i s a rea . Now h e r records a r e a b s o l u t e l y inva luable. However, she died

before h e r p r o j e c t was r e a d y f o r p u b l i c a t i o n , and the o n l y copies ava i lab le t o the

p u b l i c a re in the Scottsboro and Huntsville L i b r a r i e s . These records covered most

County b u r i a l s through 1964, b u t t h i n k o f the number o f markers added w i t h i n t h

l a s t 1 5 y e a r s . '

What b e t t e r p r o j e c t could t h e Jackson CountyH i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion undertake'
than survey ing o u r cemeter ies and reco rd ing a l l i nsc r i bed markers? Members could

work i n d i v i d u a l l y o r a s teams and s o l i c i t the h e l p o f l o c a l res iden ts o r landowners

throughout the Coun ty. Once the p r o j e c t is f u l l y documented, the resul t ing compi la‑

t i o n should be pub l i shed . Our H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion could have an income f o r years

to come. The present demand f o r t h i s type book is s tagger ing. Th is type p r o j e c t has

a l r e a d y been s u c c e s s f u l l y completed b y the Marshall County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y, The

Frank l i n County, Tennessee H i s t o r i c a l Society, b y a n ind iv idua l i n Madison County,

and in many o ther areas throughout the U n i t e d S t a t e s . A l l r e p o r t t h a t book sales

are g r e a t .



HISTORICAL FACTS CLEANED FROM STUDYING JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA CEMETERY RECORDS

by Ann B. Chambless

In s tudy ingH r s . Jess Proctor:s cemetery records, i t was in te res t i ng to note the

r e l a t i v e l y smal l number o f e x i s t i n g i n s c r i p t i o n s f o r bu r ia l s p r i o r t o 1850. A n

actual v i s i t to the cemeteries q u i c k l y revealed many, many unmarked graves or bu r ia l s

marked b y limestone o r sandstone rocks w i t h n o v i s i b l e i n s c r i p t i o n . F o r eve ry

inscr ibed marker in almost any g i v e n cemetery, there are e i g h t to t e n ( o r more)

unmarked g raves . I t becomes ev ident t h a t i t was ext remely d i f fi c u l t and probably

v e r y expensive to o b t a i n a grave marker before 1850 in Jackson County, Alabama.

0f the approximately 100 e a r l y i nsc r ip t i ons recorded, the e a r l i e s t marked

b u r i a l is dated 1822, and was found in t h e o l d F r a z i e r Cemetery which was once

located on Goosepond I s l a n d . (These markers were moved to Cedarh i l l when the

Revere p lan ts were b u i l t on the i s l and in 1968.)

Rebecca F r a z i e r (most l i k e l y the daughter of Samuel and Mary Fraz ie r ) was bo rn

in 1800 and d ied on November 17 1822. Hers is the e a r l i e s t known inscr ibed

marker loca ted as of September 15, 1979. She was b u r i e d n e x t to Samuel F r a z i e r,

bo rn 1770, who d ied December 3, 1826. Adjacent to these two graves was t h a t of

Mary F raz ie r, born January 12, 1779, who d ied December 13, 1847. Other f a m i l i e s

bur ied in the F r a z i e r Cemetery were t h e Parks, K i r b y s , and Gossetts. Rebecca

Parks, b o r n February 28, 1824, d i e d in 1830, and is bur ied n e a r John Parks, born

January 11 , 1782, who d ied August 22, 1845.

Samuel Frazier's descendants were among the o r i g i n a l patentees of Goose‑

pond Is land when the land was fi r s t o f fe red f o r sale by the Federal government

in 1830. The Parks, K i r b y s , and Gossetts remained neighbors of the Fraziers in

excess-of 50 years a f t e r t h e i r a r r i v a l in Jackson County. Many descendants have

good reason to be l ieve these same fam i l i e s had p rev i ous l y been neighbors i n

East Tennessee.

Another v e r y e a r l y inscr ibed grave marker is t h a t of Peggy'flastings, w i f e

o f J . H. Has t ings and daughter o f Joseph and B e l l G e n t r y, born 1798, who d ied

September 29, 1826. H e r marker was found a number of years ago by Judge R. I.

Gen t r y on theold Tate f a r m near Stevenson.

There a r e th ree markers in a smal l cemetery nea r o l d Bel lefonte which record

the 1829 b u r i a l s of a M r s . Hansbrough (possibly mother of E l i j a h Hansbrough, an

e a r l y B e l l e f o n t e a t t o r n e y ) , Jane Eustace Barber ( fi r s t w i f e o f E l i a s Barber ) , and

o f Tee ( n o o ther i d e n t i fi c a t i o n o n t h e marker. )

The e a r l i e s t recorded b u r i a l dates in Hoodville's Union Cemetery a re 1830 and

1836. A daughter of Daniel M a r t i n was bur ied in the b i g Bellefonte Cemetery in
1826 and Lyman James was b u r i e d t h e r e i n 1830. Marinda K i r b y was i n t e r r e d i n the

K i r b y Fam i l y Cemetery in 1831. Fannie Baker Beason was p u t to r e s t in the

McAnel ly Cemetery in May of 1831. Hans Kennamer was bur ied in Kennamer's Cove

in 1836 beside h i s w i f e , Rachel, who predeceased him.

In 1833, John Jackson was i n t e r r e d in t h e Robertson Cemetery in Longhol low,

and, in 1835, John McCutchen was b u r i e d in t h i s same cemetery. Both men were

Revo lu t ionary War soldiers and e a r l y s e t t l e r s at Santa. John Jackson's w i f e , Ann,

was b u r i e d beside h im in 1838; however, t h e Jacksons' markers have both been s t o l e n

or destroyed w i t h i n the l a s t 25 years . A



The e a r l i e s t insc r ibed marker in the Ta l l e y Cemetery i s dated 1837 to record

the b u r i a l of John M. McMahan, son of John and Rebecca Ta l l e y McMahon. In t h i s

l a r g e , w e l l - k e p t f a m i l y cemetery, Capta in Jacob Ta l l e y (1784-1842) is among the

e i g h t f a m i l y members who were bur ied there before 1850.

Minerva Ann McMahan, daughter of Sanders and Nancy McMahan, was bur ied in

McMahan's Cove in 1838 (she d ied J u l y 5, 1838.) Major James Doran's 1840 grave

marker is t h e e a r l i e s t inscription found in the Doran's Cove Cemetery. The

e a r l i e s t da te found i n the Blue Spr ings Cemetery i n L a r k i n s v i l l e recorded the

death of Frances Countess, daughter of James and Vinney Countess, born August 13,

1828, who d i e d June 10 or 20, 1838. Two years l a t e r in 1840, Nancy, w i f e of

W. B e r r y, and Minerva Jane, daughter of John and Sarah-Newberry, were b u r i e d at

Blue Spr i ngs .

In the 1840s and 1850s, t h e prev ious ly mentioned cemeteries as w e l l as other

smal l f a m i l y p l o t s throughout the County were dotted w i t h a much l a r g e r r a t i o of

i nsc r i bed markers. I n the l a t e 1860s, Preston Brown described the des t ruc t i on

of bo th churches and t h e i r a d j o i n i n g cemeteries at the hands of Federal t r oops

who used the b u i l d i n g s fi r s t a s l i v i n g q u a r t e r s and then a s s tab les f o r t h e i r

horses w h i l e the horses grazed and m u t i l a t e d adjacent cemeteries. (Preston
Brown, an ac t i ve B a p t i s t l eader, v e r y sagaciously descr ibed the l a c k of church

a c t i v i t i e s du r i ng Jackson County's Federal occupation when h e explained a v o i d

in Fr iendsh ip Bap t i s t Church minutes f o r the 1860s.) L i b e r t y Cemetery, j u s t o f f

Tupelo P i ke , was e s p e c i a l l y abused i n l i k e manner according t o another l o c a l

sc r i be who a lso recorded the wart ime f a t e of school/church b u i l d i n g s and a d ‑

j o i n i n g cemeteries. Thus, these cemeteries probably had many inscr ibed markers

predat ing the war Between the States of which there are no w r i t t e n reco rds .

Human dest ruc t ion and a continuous b a t t l e between the elements and sand‑

stone or limestone rocks have plagued a l l our cemeteries f o r more than 150 years.

For those o f u s who d i l i g e n t l y s t r i v e t o preserve the i d e n t i t y o f those who made

Jackson County an idea l place to l i v e , these o l d cemeteries are a j o y to behold

and r i g h t f u l l y deserve o u r best preservat ion e f f o r t s as we move i n t o the 19803

and add another decade t o Jackson County's h i s t o r y and h e r i t a g e .

W W * W ” H H W W H W W W * W H

HELP NEEDED TO COMPLETE NOMINATION OF DOWNTOWN SCOTTSBORO AS HISTORIC DISTRICT!

M r s . John (Judy) P r o c t o r , p r o j e c t coo rd ina to r f o r documenting the Downtown
Scot tsboro and i t s M u l t i p l e Resource Area as an H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t on t h e Nat ional
Reg is te r of H i s t o r i c Places is in desperate need of your he lp ! Her package must
be completed by November 1 , 1979. Anyone who has in fo rma t ion on the h i s t o r y o f
o lde r b u i l d i n g s around t h e square, t h e names o f t h e i r a rch i tec ts and/or b u i l d e r s ,
and d e t a i l s o f c iv ic /c i ty /county /s ta ts /nat ional cont r ibut ions made by those who
have helped Scot tsboro develop and grow through the years should c a l l Judy Proc to r
or Ann Chambless. It is most u r g e n t t h a t we document the names of a r c h i t e c t s and
b u i l d e r s f o r as many business houses and homes in t h i s area as poss ib le . I f you
have o l d p i c t u res o f t h e o lde r bu i l d i ngs and homes in t h e i r o r i g i n a l s t a t e , please
l e t us make copies f o r t h e package.r WE NEED ANY INFORMATION WHICH GIVES SCOTTSTORO
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE.

************************************************************************************
WHEN DID FIRST MONDAY TRADE DAY IN SCOTTSBORO BEGIN???

D i d the f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e found i n the November 13, 1902 e d i t i o n o f 355 C i t i z e n
con t r i bu te to the b i r t h of Scottsboro's "First Monday Trade Day" as we know it
today??? , '

Horseswapper's Day

'how would it be to have t h e fi r s t Monday in each month s e t a p a r t as horseswapper's
day at Scottsboro? Each fi r s t Monday COULD be made a l i v e l y day f o r buy ing , swapping,
and s e l l i n g horses and mules. The C i t i z e n suggests t h a t Monday, December 1, 1902,
be so used." (

.76‘..‑
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DEAD TOWNS IN JACKSON COUNTY, ALABAMA

BY Ann B. Chambless

SAUTA

I n 1819, The Alabama L e g i s l a t u r e designated Sauta Cave a s the temporary s e a t o f
j u s t i c e f o r the coun ty of Jackson and g r a n t e d the County Court the power, by adjourn‑
ment, t o s e l e c t any o t h e r p lace they might deem more e x p e d i e n t . The County Court
e x e r c i s e d t h i s o p t i o n making Sauta the fi r s t temporary s e a t o f j u s t i c e selected b y
t h e e a r l y s e t t l e r s o f Jackson Coun ty. Matthew Powers Blue w r o t e a h i s t o r y o f Jackson
County c i r c a 1861 i n wh ich h e s t a t e d :

"Sauta Cave was des ignated as the temporary s e a t o f j u s t i c e w i t h power g r a n t e d to

the County Cour t to ad journ to any p lace more su i tab le . The Court d i d remove to

Thompson's, t h e res idence a few years ago of W. W. McCutchen, where c o u r t s were h e l d

f o r severa l years . " M r . Blue s e l e c t e d an 1860-1861 contemporary r e s i d e n t who was

w e l l known in the Sauta area to d e fi n e t h e geographic l o c a t i o n of the County's fi r s t

temporary c o u r t house. When l a n d in Jackson County was fi r s t o f fe red f o r sale in

1830, W i l l i a m W. McCutchen and h i s f a t h e r , John McCutchen, and h i s brother, Joseph

McCutchen, became t h e p r i n c i p a l l and owners in the immediate area of Sauta.3
Very l i t t l e i s known about the c o u r t house and j a i l a t Santa. I n h i s h i s t o r y

of Jackson County, M r . J. R. Kennamer w r o t e t h a t Sauta and i t s c o u r t house were

loca ted f o u r m i l e s sou th o f L a r k i n s v i l l e near t h e o l d Birdsong Spring o r House o f

Happiness.4
NOTE: The Birdsongs d i d n o t p a t e n t l a n d in Jackson County u n t i l c i r c a 1860.

Was Birdsong's S p r i n g o r i g i n a l l y c a l l e d Thompson's?

M r . J u l i a n Clemons, M r . J im Clemons, and M r . Tom Lindsay a l l v e r i fi e d the

Birdsong Spr ing l oca t i on , and M r . J u l i a n s ta ted he was t o l d as a very young man

t h a t the c o u r t house and j a i l at Sauta were b u i l t of logs.5
The s i t e known today as Birdsong's Spr ing is a l o g i c a l loca t ion due to the

bount i fu l water supply which has never been known to go d r y . I t i s in teres t ing to

n o t e t h a t t he Alabama Leg i s l a tu re emphasized the importance o f l oca t i ng the coun ty

sea t near an ever las t ing spr ing when they enacted instruct ions f o r coun ty s i t e

se l ec t i o n in o t h e r areas.6 The f a c t t h a t Santa was on Winchester Road is a l so

s i g n i fi c a n t . Winchester Road began i n Winchester, Tennessee, t r a v e r s e d Cumberland

Mountain descending same at Larkinsville, and te rm ina ted at Andrew Jackson's F t .

Deposit in what became Marsha l l C o u n t y. Th is made Winchester Road one of Jackson

County's lead ing thoroughfares by l a n d when Jackson County was crea ted in 1819.

U n t i l Decatur Coun t y was c r e a t e d i n 1821, Sauta was c e n t r a l l y located i n

Jackson County. L a r k i n s v i l l e was i n Decatur Coun ty, and Santa would have been o n

the border l i n e , i f , in f a c t , it was n o t placed in Decatur County. In 1822,

Bel le fonte was se lec ted as t h e second temporary county s e a t , and the p o l i t i c a l

s t r u g g l e between t h e two areas began. '

Some of the o r i g i n a l pa ten tees in t h e Santa area in 1830 were : Hiram Jackson,

R. W. Robertson, John McCutchen and h i s sons, W i l l i a m W. and Joseph McCutchen,

Wi l l i am Walker, David La rk i n , Ta t e Robinson (o r i g i na l paten tee o f 40 acres which

sur round Birdsong Spr ing) , and James Smith] The e a r l i e s t cemetery in t h i s area

is known today as the Robertson Cemetery. I t s e a r l i e s t known marked graves were

those of H i ram Jackson's f a t h e r, John Jackson who d ied in 1833, and John McCutchen

who d i e d in 1835.

Santa's p o l i t i c a l fame was shortlived, and the area e v e n t u a l l y came to beknown

s imply as "Sauty Bottoms" as it q u i e t l y t ook 113 place among "The Dead Towns in
Jackson County."



BELLEPONTE

A f t e r the c rea t ion of Decatur County in 1821, Dr. George Wishington Higgins
and Stephen Car ter e v i d e n t l y engineered a move to locate Jackson County's s e a t

of j u s t i c e in Bel lefonte where they had obtained a t i t l e to 640 acres of land as

e a r l y as 1820. Through t h e i r e f f o r t s , Bellefonte was selected as the second

temporary coun ty sea t i n 1822. O n December 15, 1821, the Alabama L e g i s l a t u r e

incorporated the town of Bel lefonte, inc lus ive of 60 acres, "agreeably to the p l a n

of s a i d town. "8

Surveyed and l a i d o u t by D r. George Uhshington Higgins and Stephen Carter,

Bellefonte was named f o r the beauti ful spr ing which became the town's wa te r

supp ly. Once aga in a s p r i n g determined the e x a c t loca t ion of an e a r l y Jackson

County town.

On October 3, 1820, James R i l e y, a Cherokee, bound himself in pena l bond f o r

the sum of $13,000 to Higgins and Car te r. Th is bond was to be vo id when Higgins

and Carter p a i d R i l e y the s p e c i fi e d sum and R i l e y had signed h i s 640 acre reser ‑

vat ion over to them. By e a r l y 1824, George W. Higgins and Stephen Carter had

made the incremental payments to James R i l e y , but R i l e y d ied before he cou ld

deed the land to them. Consequently, on J u l y 20, 1827, Higgins and Carter

p e t i t i o n e d Jane R i l e y , as administratrix of t h e es ta te of James R i l e y, f o r l ega l

conveyance of the land t i t l e to them. The Judge of the Orphans Court of Jackson

County s e t t h e date f o r t h e hearing on the t h i r d Monday in October, 1827. whi le

no c o u r t records are ex tan t f o r t h i s hear ing , i t i s assumed t h a t the p e t i t i o n

was g r a n t e d because the e a r l i e s t deed books f o r Jackson County (1830-1831) show

that Higgins and Car te r legally s o l d l o t s in Bellefonte and t r a c t s in other p a r t s

of Ri ley 's Reservation. Not ice of t h e i r p e t i t i o n appeared in the J u l y 20, 1827,

ed i t i on of The Southern Advocate publ ished in Huntsvi l le, Alabama. Thank goodness

f o r o l d newspapers.

A l e g i s l a t i v e a c t of December 24, 1824, appointed fi v e commissioners to
s e l e c t a permanen t coun ty seat in Jackson County. However, no decision was

reached, and the l e g i s l a t u r e approved the f o l l o w i n g A c t o n January 7 , 1826:

Sect ion 1: Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representat ives of the

State of Alabama, in General Assembly convened, t h a t George Caperton, David

Williams, James Russell, Major William Proctor, Gi lbreath Barton, Wil l iam Hudson,

Henry Derr ick , and Capta in Brantley Wr i g h t , be , and they a r e hereby appointed,

commissioners, who, or a m a j o r i t y of whom, shall se lec t TWO p laces , the mos t

e l i g i b l e and convenient s i t e s , as nea r t h e c e n t r e of s a i d coun ty as may be, to

comport w i t h the fu tu re and permanent i n t e r e s t of the whole c o u n t y, having a due r e ‑

g a r d to s i t ua t i on AND GOOD WATER, one o f which sha l l be selected as the s e a t o f

justice f o r the said c o u n t y, i n t h e manner i n t h i s a c t hereafter p r e s c r i b e d .

(ACTS OF ALABAMA, 1825, page 1 7 . )

S t i l l n o decision was made, and the l e g i s l a t u r e aga in directed the

commissioners to meet on the f o u r t h Monday of February, 1827, and formal ly

p r o c e e d . w i t h t h e i r a p p o i n t i v e responsibilities.9
The Jackson County P l a t Book f o r Township 4, Range 5 East shows t h a t

Sect ion 17, T4, R5E was p a t e n t e d t o t h e County i n 1827. However, n o r e c o r d

has been found to explain why the County's fi r s t permanent c o u r t house was n o t

b u i l t on t h i s Section (17) of land in Lark insv i l le .

M r . J. R. Kennamer's "History of Jackson County" s ta tes t h a t Higg ins and Car te r

gave the land f o r the c o u r t house in Be l le fon te which was b u i l t o f na t ive b r i c k

s h o r t l y a f t e r 1828. Most l i k e l y , t h e i r s izab le land donationand Bellefonte‘s
excel lent wa te r supp ly were the determining factors in the fi n a l l oca t i on .



The Cour t House in Be l l e f on te burned in 1846 - - probab ly f rom a fi r e p l a c e

o r chimney fi r e . Tr a d i t i o n s t a t e s t h e c o u r t house had two s t o r i e s and was heated

b y severa l fi r e p l a c e s . Deeds p r e v i o u s l y recorded i n Jackson County were r e ‑

recorded in Madison Coun ty, Alabama, w i t h the deed itself s t a t i n g the purpose of

the r e - r e c o r d i n g was due to the o r i g i n a l deed being burned at Bellefonte.Court

House. Since so many of t h e e a r l i e s t c o u r t records, w i t h the except ion of the

deeds, a r e miss ing i n Jackson County, i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t some o f the records

were destroyed in the fi r e of 1846 as opposed to a mass l o s s when the Cour t House

was burned by Federal t roops du r i ng the War Between t h e States. Jackson County

Commissioners Cour t Minutes dated 1866-1867 d e fi n i t e l y s t a t e in more than one

document tha t the Be l l e f on te Cour t House was burned by Federal troops.10
A p o s t o f fi c e was es tab l i shed at Be l l e fon te about December 14, 1822.11

On J u l y 21, 1824, D r . Thomas J . H a r r i s d ied in Be l l e fon te as a r e s u l t o f be ing

thrown aga ins t a t r e e f r om a horse at f u l l speed.12 There was at l e a s t one s t o r e by
1828 and most l i k e l y seve ra l more. A Presbyter ian church had been b u i l t by 1829.

Henry F. Scruggs and Thompson Mason Rector were adve r t i s i ng a t to rneys a t l aw in

Bel le fonte in 1829.13 At l e a s t two inns or taverns were in existence by 1830,

the Mansion Tavern opera tedby James Turk and t h e Be l le fon te I n n operated by

Daniel Martin.1h James Turk d i e d in 1835, and t h e Mansion Tavern changed hands

severa l t imes. On A p r i l 1 , 1841, the owner adver t ised in the Jackson County

Democrat pub l i shed a t B e l l e f o n t e . The a d c a r r i e d a drawing which depic ted the

Mansion Tavern as be ing two s t o r i e s and of simple Federal arch i tec ture s t y l e .

The e a r l i e s t known newspaper publ ished in Jackson County is t h e ESEES Alabama

fi t s ; of Bel lefonte. The March 1836-December 1839 Probate Minutes of Marshal l

County, page 17-18, covers a n e s t a t e set t lement and p u b l i c a t i o n was ordered t o

be made in the "North Alabama Star? of Bel le fonte, Alabama requ i r i ng legatees and

interested p a r t i e s t o appear before the County Court Judge i n C l a y s v i l l e , Alabama

on November 9, 1836.

The Be l le fon te Cour ie r and Jackson County Repub l ican was publ ished in

Be l le fon te in 1839 by Sewell and Eaton. The i r e d i t o r was Robert T. S c o t t .

The A p r i l 11 , 1839, e d i t i o n o f t h e i r paper c a r r i e d t h e f o l l o w i n g ad :

"Academical E l y s i a - S i x m i l es west of Bel le fonte, T. 3 , R . 6 . The w r i t e r

has a b u i l d i n g be ing e rec ted in wh ich he intends es tab l i sh ing a permanent

Seminary f o r the i n s t r u c t i o n of you th and dissemination of u s e f u l knowledge.

I t i s located o n a n e x q u i s i t e l y d e l i g h t f u l eminence where v a r i e t y o f scenery,

pu re a i r , good wa te r and the GYMNASIUM w i l l con t r i bu te to g i v e buoyancy to

the s p i r i t s , s t r e n g t h to t h e cons t i tu t ion , and v igour to the minds o f the

student. It is in t h e neighborhood of h i g h l y respec tab le and independent

farmers, among whom boarding can be obtained on reasonable terms. Gentlemen

r e s i d i n g a t a distance who may b e desirous t o place t h e i r sons under the care

of an exper ienced and s k i l l f u l i n s t r u c t o r in t h e rudiments of a good E n g l i s h

educat ion may g e t admittance b y a n e a r l y a p p l i c a t i o n .

Tu i t i o n - One D o l l a r p e r Month. Time - Nine Months. To begin A p r i l 1 , 1839.

Signed: David H. Harr is . "

No name was assigned to t h e Seminary in t h i s newspaper ad, bu t possibly

i t cou ld have been the F r a n k l i n Academy r e f e r r e d to in The Democrat pub l ished

in Huntsv i l le , Alabama, on October 3 , 1840, o u t l i n i n g a reso lu t i on passed by the
teachers and p u p i l s of Frank l in Academy on theydeath of "two l o v e l y s i s t e r s ,

Permelia and Martha Jane Clayton." (Could t h e y have been daughters of Richard

Clayton, County Cour t C l e r k of Jackson County, 1828-1836?) The students' names

s ign ing t h e r e s o l u t i o n were a l l names found i n Jackson County i n 1840. Most

m a y ; i1? 6 ‘ " - "
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l i k o l y tho scodony woo in Jochson or lsdiin County, oo tho rosolut ion ototod copioo

woro to ho forwordod to tho "Jockoon Roghlicon snd tho "Huntsvillo Douocrot.” l ihy '
should tho roso lu t i on ho forwordod to tho Jochoon loatlicon i f tho stndonto ood

t h o i r ocodony woro n o t loco tod in Jockson County ! '

1101!: l o r l y Modioon County rocords d o n o t rovool o I r o n h l i n Aoodony i n

hodioon County. '

111:. J. R. Konnonor s to tod t h o t o town-otory h r i c h llosonic I l o l l woo oroctod in
Bol lofonto in tho o o r l y oightoon fi f t i o o , ond tho lowor s t o r y woo uood f o r schOols.

11o oloo o t o t o d o l i n o r i n l o y woo ono o f t h o fi r o t toochoro i n this now b u i l d i n g . _

Ho doscribod tho fi r s t school houso in Bol lo fonto so o long, ono-roou trons bu i ld ing ,

c o l l o d tho Acodlouy.15
In 1350, Bollofonto's populot ion woo oround 500.“ OnMarch 21, 1855, tho

M o q h i s ond Chorlos Roi lrood r o g n l o r l y oponod f o r husinooo in Jockson.17 Tho

r o i l r o o d hy-poosod o l d Hoodwillo ond Bollofonto'o town oquoro. Tho o t o t i o n which

oorwod tho Bo l lo fon to oroo woo fi r s t co l lod Bo l lo fon to Sto t ion , h u t woo built
obont ono n i l o woot of Bol lo fonto in whot l o t o r boon-o Sonplos ond thon Hollywood.

Tho townopooplo of B o l l o f o n t o hod no dooiro to novo t h o i r hnoinossos ond honoo

and d is rup t t h o i r l i f o o t y l o j u s t to occouodoto " i ron horoo" t ronspor to t i on .

Tho odwont of tho roilrood woo n o t tho o n l y foo te r which l o d to tho ow
1 . d e of lollofonto. Tho Vo r Botwoon tho Sto tos took o hoowy t o l l on tho

o n t i r o town o f Bo l l o f on to . Scots f r om tho rowogoo o f wor woro slow in hoo l i ng

ond crootod oor ious pootwor r o h o b i l i t o t i o n p r o h l o u . I n l o s s thon t o n yoors o f t o r

tho Ho t , tho County's in to roo t in tho town sqooro woo worth looo thou $100.
Aloo, tho ontorpr io ing, l o n g rouge plons of lohor t T. Scot t , Scottoboro'o

o r i g i n o l c i t y plonnor, contributod o i g n i fi c o n t l y t o tho fi n o l donioo o f Bollofonto.

Although 11. '1'. S c o t t disc! in 1863, o f t o r tho Vo r, Scott‘o t u i l y o c t i v o l y pursuod
Scott's prowor goolo f o r dovoloping o now County trsdo contor in tho v i l l o g o of

Scottoboro. Tho i r succooo in working w i t h Sonotor Chsrloo 0. Uhitnoy in ohtoining

l o g i s l o t i o n which rolocstod tho county ooot l i t o r o l l y p u t Scottoboro o n tho nop.

I n lovonbor o f 1868, tho c o u n t y rocordo woro novod from Io l l o fon to to

soortabozro}8 By 1870, tho populotion of Bol lo fonto hsd «bindlod to spprox inoto ly

72, occording to conono rocords f o r t h o t y o o r.

0n the fi f t h dsy of A p r i l , 1876, tho r o o l o o t o t o con-iooionors of Jochon

County so ld tho p l o t of ground known oo tho o l d p u b l i c oqnoro in tho Town of

Bol lo fonto st p u b l i c ouct ion. Honl in C o l fi o l l woo tho h ighoo t h iddor ond boos-o

tho m o : of tho Bol lo fonto town squoro f o r t ho noro our of $80.00.”

Tho 1870s witnoosod tho curtoino boing drown on o l d Bol lofonto so ono by ono

tho lowyoro nowod t h o i r sh ingloo to tho now c o u n t y soo t ond othor huoinoss o c t i w i t y

fol lowod o u i t . '

Bwon tho hoou t i f u l s p r i n g which gowo Bol lo fon to i t s nono pooood tron wiow in tho

o o r l y l940o whon tho Tonnosooo Vo l l e y A u t h o r i t y h n i l t Guntorswi l lo Don.1.ondo on

o i t h o r oido of tho Tonnossoo River woro floodod to c roo to tho Gnntorswi l lo

Bosorwoir, ond tho r i n r ' o now, onlorgod houndorioo c ls iuod tho load on which

o l d lo l lo fonto 'o sp r ing woo locstod.

A f t e r 100 yoors of quiooconco, now l i f o oprong f o r t h ot Bol lofonto in 1974,

olooot oo suddonly oo it hod disoppoorod in tho 19th c o n t u r y. Onto sgoin tho

Tonnoosoo Riwor providod o s t r o t o g i c odwsntogo ond woo tho hoy in tho r o t u r n of

bus t l i ng oct iwi ty o t Bo l l o f on to .

wié‘w



Today from any approach to o l d Bel lefente, the Bel lefonte Nuclear Power

Plant's two g i a n t coo l i ng towers loom agains t the horizon, creating o p t i c a l

i l l u s i o n s . A t fi r s t g lance, the massive coo l ing towers appear a s l o f t y a s

Sand Mountain i t s e l f in the background. This area has a l ready experienced an

equa l l y imposing economic impact f rom the p l a n t bu i l d ing a c t i v i t y alone.

Scheduled f o r completion in 1982, the two generat ing u n i t s w i l l provide n e a r l y

2.7 m i l l i o n k i l owa t t s o f e l e c t r i c i t y f o r t h i s region.20
As the 1980s approach, the e n t i r e Tennessee Valhy anxiously awaits the

connerciel operat ion of t he Bel lefonte Nuclear P l a n t . The stage is s e t , the

cur ta ins w i l l soon r i s e , and once aga in Be l le fon te w i l l p l a y a major r o l e in

the h i s t o r y o f Jackson County.

EDITOR'S m: Documentation f o r "Dead Towns in Jackson County, Alabama ‑

Saute and Bellefonte" is found in the fi l e s of i t s author, Ann B. Chamblesa.

A l l information used was the bes t avai lable to the author to date. Corrections

are welcomed, p a r t i c u l a r l y i f accompanied b y i r r e f u t a b l e p r o o f . Because i t w i l l

add to o u r w r i t t e n h i s t o r y of Jackson County, you are encouraged to c o r r e c t or

add to these and any o the r a r t i c l e s appearingin the "Jackson Chronicles." ABC

W m m m fi w m m u fl m w e
Bibliography f o r "Dead Towns in Jackson County, Alabama":

l. Ac ts of Alabama, 1819, page 116

2. Handwritten, unpubl ished manuscript of Matthew Powers Blue, n o t dated, b u t

w r i t t e n circa 1861, found in Department of Archives and H i s t o r y, Houtgomery, A le .

3. Jackson County, Alabama P l a t Book f o r Township 4, Range 5! and f o r Towns” 5,

Range 58 '

4. History of Jackson County , by John Robert Kennamer, S r . , page 18
5. Author's personal interviews with M r. Julian Clemons, M r. J im Clemons, and

M r. Tom Lindsay in the 1970s

6. Acts of Alabama, page 116 and 143

7. Jackson County, Alabama P l a t Books f o r Township 5, Range 58 and Township lo,

Range 5 E

8. Acts of Alabama, Chapter LX111, Sect ion 1, page 339

9. Acts of Alabama, 1827

10. Jackson County Commissioners Cou r t Minutes, 1866-1867, pages 75, 133, 134, and 136

11. E a r l y Jackson County, Alabama Posta l Records furnished by General Services

A h i n i s t r a t i o n , Nat ional Archives and Records Service, t o Ann B . Chamhless

12. “Due Huntsv i l le Democrat, publ ished in Huntsv i l le , Alabama in 1824

13. The Huntsv i l le Democrat, publ ished in Huntsv i l le , Alabama in 1829

14. Jackson County, Alabama Deed Book 8, pages 299-301, and Jackson County, Alabama

census records f o r 1830/1840/1850
15. The H i s t o r y of Jackson County, by John Robert Kennemer, S r . , page 133

16. 1850 Federal Census records f o r Jackson County, Alabama

17. Meqh i s and C h a r l a Rai lroad Company Corporate Hinutes, 1856 Report to

Stockholders, page 11

18. Jackson County Comissioners Minutes dated November, 1868
19. Jackson County, Alabama Deed Book 7, page 256

20. Tennessee Va l l e y Authority I n t o n a t i o n B u l l e t i n dated 1979

e m w m m w m w m m o
COMRATULATIONS, ALICE RUTH PAGE!

The Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Associat ion salutes i t s char ter member, ALICE RUTH
PAGE (Hrs . Rex Page) o n the occasion o f the p u b l i c a t i o n o f h e r fi r s t book!
May your success w i t h your f a m i l y h i s t o r y, "The Fami ly o f James A l len Kennemer and

Mat i lda (Maples) Rennemer' i n s p i r e you to produce other such q u a l i t y work in the
f u t u r e . W F,g . 1 .



CIVIL WAR CLAIMS PAID BY UNITED STATES c o m m TO JAQSON coum E M S

From The Scottsboro C i t i z e n - March 9, 1899:

Government Claims

Before adjourning on the 4 t h , Congress passed a number of Southern war claims, and

Jackson County g e t s the f o l l o w i n g allowances: .

William P. She l ton - $230 ( W i l l i a m P. Shelton died 2-7-1864 and i s bur ied i n

L the Pace Cemetery. He had l i v e d near Wi l l i am Woosley.)

Henry H. Coulson - $250 (Henry H. Coulson lived in Bel le fonte and was brother

of Probate Judge Lawson C. Coulson.) '

John H. Vaught, Admin is t ra tor o f Freder ick Sterne, deceased - $515 - (The Sternes

l i v e d at Be l le fon te and the Vaughts a t Langston. )

Wi l l iam R. H i l l , Administrator of C. B. H i l l , deceased - $480 (Claiborne B. H i l l

l i v e d near the Be r r ys and Lathams.)

John H. Vaught, Admin is t ra to r o f Jeremiah Arnold, deceased - $1705

John P. Lewallen, Admin is t ra to r o f Madison Lewallen - $395 (Madison Lewallen was

a member o f t h e Mud Creek P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t Church.

He l i v e d near Richard S t o g s d i l l and Matthew Washington.)

Thomas W. Woosley, Admin is t ra tor o f W i l l i am Woosley - $1382 (The Woosleys l i v e d

. i n t h e L a r k i n s v i l l e a r e a . )

Hugh G. K i r b y, Administrator of Richard K i r b y, deceased - $515 (Richard K i r b y

owned land in Sect ions 28 and 33 of T4, R63.)

Thomas J. Hargiss - $1637 (Thomas J. Hargiss l i v e d between John K. Childress and

Wi l l iam 'D.“Parks' and near Richard K i r b y in Sec t ion 31,

T4, R63.)

W W W W W fi W ’
A l a t e r a r t i c l e in The Scottsboro C i t i z e n in 1899:

"The Pres iden t is to be congratu la ted upon n o t heeding those who urged h im to v e t o

the Bowman B i l l . The t ime has c e r t a i n l y come when a l l Southern claims which can b e

proper l y establ ished should be pa id by the Government.

When t h e South l a i d down h e r arms at Appomattox, she accepted the f u l l consequence

of defeat w i t h o u t complaint and h e r sons went to work w i t h a vim wor thy of a l l p r a i s e .

A l l over the c o u n t r y p r o p e r t y was appropriated by t h e Union Army which should have

been pa id f o r . So" j u s t were the cla ims t h a t Congress took cognizance of them and took

c e r t a i n s teps f o r t h e i r payment.
W W W W M M W W W M

LETTER REGARDIK: CLAIM OF OAK GROVE MEHODIST 010391 AGAINST THE U. S. GOVERMEM:

On February 6, 1912, A t t o r n e y John F. Proc to r wrote to the Hon. J . H. Bankhead in

Washington, D.C. regarding the b i l l passed by t h e House making an appropr ia t ion to

the Oak Grove Methodist Church of Jackson County, Alabama. A t t o r n e y Proc to r advised

Senator Bankhead t h a t t h i s "Omnibus C l a i m B i l l " was of considerable importance to

the people of North Alabama, and requested Bankhead's personal a t t e n t i o n to same.

On March 10, 1915, Senator Bankhead w r o t e to A t t o r n e y John F. Proc to r adv is ing

" a t l a s t of the allowance of t h e c la im of. the Oak Grove Methodist Church f o r $550

included in the Omnibus Claims B i l l , approved by the Pres iden t on March 4 t h (1915.)"

-7 12. w



60m Coxoasss, SENATE. 1).mm rzs'r
_‘ l a t Solution. No. 269.

' ' . o - .

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SOUTH,‘ OF BELLE‑
' FONTE, ALA. ‘

LETTER 1 3 0 ! m ASSISTANT 0W 01 ' um: COURT 0! O L A I H S
TBANSXITT ING A 001 ’? OF m F I N D I N G S 0! m COURT I ) !
THE CASE 01' m “ M O D I S T EPISOOPAL CHURCH SOUTH, 0!
BELLEPONTI, A L A . , A G A I N S T T H E U N I T E D STATES.

Fannuuw l3. 1908i‐Reierred'tothe CommitteeonClaimsandordered tobeprinted.

Courrr or (mains, CLERK’s Orrrcu, ‑
- Waiting/ton, February 129, 1908.

b‘m: Pursuant to the order of the court I transmit herewith a certi‑
fied copy of the findings of fact filed by the court in 'the aforesaid
cause, which case was referred to this court by resolution of the
United States Senate, under the act of March 3, 1887, known as the
Tucker Act.

I an ) , v e t ‘ ' respectfully, yours, ,
, - ' JOHN RANDOLPH,
‘Aasixtant Clerk Court of Claims.

l ion. CHARLES W. Fammxxs,
President of the Senate.

[Court oi Claims. Congressional care 140.124“. ) l c t l m d h - t opal Church South, oi Belleionte.
Ala., r. The UnitedStates. '

8 1 1 7 3 ! " t h O P CAST. ‘

83933), resolution of the United States Senate adopted June 13, 1906, Senate bi l l No. '
’ Fifty-ninth'Congress, for relief oi various churches and other organizations

was reierred to this court ior findings of tact under the terms of the act approved
March 3, 1887. Saidbill,so tar asis material to this particular case, reads asiollows:

“A BILL For the rcl ici oi certain churches. Masonic lodges.andcolleges in the suite oi Alabama, and
' iorother purposes. ‘

“ Br it awardbythe Smelt am! H o wof Reprmitlatiraof the ( b r i m ! Slumof .-im¢rina
in Congress am-mblul, That the Secretary of the Treasury be. and he is hereby,
authorized and directed to par, out oi any money in the Treasury not otherwise
appropriated, to claimants in this act named the several sums appropriated herein,
t e same bein in iu l l for and the receipt. of the same to be taken and acce ited in
each c u t e asit til l and final release and discharge of their res tiv'e claims ior use,
occupation, and damage to their buildings an grounds by nited States military
authorities during the civil war, namely " * '.

" To the trustees oi the Methodist EpiscopalChurchSouth, of Belleionte,Alabama,
one thousand two hundred dollars." a. '

I

2 . ‘ l l - I ' l ' l l i lD lST l ' . l ' l . ~ ( ‘ i ' l ' . \ l . ( T l i l ' l t i ' l l M l l ‘ T l l . l l l ’LIJJZlHXTE. A L A .

Thi- cluimunt in it»I petition ullow-s:
Thut during the qu- civil wur the .‘lrllllulist lipiwnpul Clturrh South, ui lit-liv‑

ionte, Ala., was the owner oi a certain irunw bui ld ing, used and occupied by said
church asa house oi won-hip; that during mid war the l'nited States military forces
tore down and carried away the materials oi said building and converted the name
to the tune oi the United sum-s Government; that at the time oi the demolition oi
said building it was reasonably worth the sum oi $1,200.
' The case was brought to a bearing upon loyalty and merits on the 0th day oi Jun‑
ua , mos. 4

{layers & COllHtllll appeared ior claimant, and the Attorney-General, by W. l l .
Tamar, est ., his assistant and under his direction, appeared tor the deienae and pro‑
tection oi the interests oi the United States. ..

The court, upon the evidence and alter considering the brieis and arguments oi
counsel upon both sides, makes the (allowing

FINDINGS 0? P A ” .

1. During the late civil war the Methodist Episcopal Church South, of Belleionte,
Ala.. asan organiiation was loyal to the Government oi the United States.

l l . During said period the l nited States military forces, by proper authorit , took
.ion oi and tore down the church building belonging to the Methodist ‘ Episco‑

pal Church South, oi Belleionte, Ala. and used the material therein contained in
the erection oi winter quarters. Said building at the time it was so torn down was
reasonably worth the sum oi three hundred and eighty dollars ($380), for which no
pa ment appears to have been made. - ‑

H. The claim herein was never presentedto any Department oi the Government
Brier to its presentation to Con and reference to this court by resolution oi the

nited States Senate asherein lore mentioned,and nogusenjs given why the bar
atanyatatuteoi limitationshould beremoved, or which shill 1‘»claimed to excuse
the c imaut iorhnot having resorted to any established legal remedy. .

i Br ma Coua'r.
Filed January 13, 1908.

e A true copy.
Test this 10th day oi February, 1908. .
[as/tn.) Joint Raxnoun,

Am’danl cm Court of Claim.

0 .5. M.



MEDELLIN JAGSON C a l m L A M A R !

N E W M A N ) HWSE

The o l d E l l - I R M A ? ! ) HOUSE was located nea r o l d Bel lefonte and was b u i l t a t
the close of the War Between the Sta tes , b u t it has a h i s t o r y which goes back to
p r e d w a r days. The above p i c tu red house was b u i l t on the s i t e o f a much e a r l i e r
Netherland home which was burned dur ing the c i v i l war. It is s a i d to have been
r e b u i l t w i t h money the f a m i l y managed to save through the cour tesy of the capta in
of t h e group who burned the o r i g i n a l house. The Netherlands had about $4,000 in
g o l d they had p u t in a masonic apron. In the rush to g e t the f a m i l y o u t of the
house, the apron was dropped b y i t s p r o t e c t o r . Seeing the name w r i t t e n o n the
apron, the captain re tu rned i t t o the w i f e o f the o w n e r ; I t was with t l h money
t h a t the house was r e b u i l t a t the c lose o f t he war. This p i c t u r e and s t o r y are
used through m c o u r t e s y o f Miss Jess ie Bynun.

'lhe hmeiénofi longer stahds, b u t the Netherland f a m i l y cemetery, enclosed by
a wrought i r o n fa“ “=ng,*‘renains as a s i l e n t sent ine l to p r o c l a i n the i d e n t i t y of
th is f a m i l y who .in‘fif’__ r r i e d w i t h the Norwoods. This house is a l o n g a n y o l d
Bellefonte land-artsy i c h have disappeared since the t u r n on the c e n t u r y, b u t
t h i s land is atria. ’ ered by many senior c i t i zens as the Netherland-Norweod
f ‘ n 0': d a ” 30%! w; ’.
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