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NEWSLETTER N0. THIRTEEN ‘ January 15, 1978

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: January 1978 marks t h e beg inn ing of ou r

fourth y e a r a s a n o r g a n i z a t i o n . Dur ing t h e l a s t t h r e e years ,

and I t r u s t d u r i n g t h i s year, we w i l l have made o u r presence

known n o t o n l y in ou r coun ty, b u t i n t h e o f fi c e o f t h e Alabama

S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Commission, f r om which a l l S t a t e and Federal

fi n a n c i a l b less ings fl o w . I

The main t h r u s t t h a t o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n w i l l t a k e d u r i n g t h i s

year w i l l b e t h e p lac ing o f many o f ou r county 's h i s t o r i c a l

b u i l d i n g s and s i t e s o n t h e Alabama R e g i s t e r. Some o f t h e places

t h a t deserve s t a t e r e c o g n i t i o n a r e : ' Santa, Bellefonto. t h e o l d

Jackson County J a i l , Jackson County Courthouse. Fern C l i f f , M t .

Zion Missionary Bapt is t church, Gossett Hollow Cemetary, Judge

Ta t e ' s Law O f fi c e ( S c o t t s b o r o ' s fi r s t Courthouse); Taco Bet;
W. H . Payne Erug Store, and o t h e r s . Dur ing t h i s year w e w i l l b e

a s k i n g some o f y o u f o r s p e c i a l h e l p o n these p r o j e c t s .

Wal ter Hammer



JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OFFICERS FOR 1978 a r e :

President, Walt Hammer V

F i r s t Vice-Pres, P a t t y Johnstone

Second Vice-Pres, C. H. Bramle t t

Secretary,  Rubi lee Smi th

Treasurer, A l i c e Ru th Page

DIRECTORS:

A. Ka th ryn Armstrong Mary Ann Cromeans

B e t t y Campbell Ann Chambless

Rex Page

MUSEUM PROGRAM: M r . Joe F. M i l be rge r, ana r c h i t e c t f rom Huntsville,
has been commissioned by o u r a s s o c i a t i o n to make a study of t h e o l d

Jackson County J a i l . He w i l l make p roposa l s as to t h e remodel ing of

b o t h t h e i n t e r i o r and t h e e x t e r i o r o f t h e b u i l d i n g . M r. M i l b e r g e r

designed t h e Caldwell a d d i t i o n to o u r Scot tsboro P u b l i c L i b r a r y.

A m e e t i n g was h e l d a t y o u r P r e s i d e n t ' s home i n December t o d i s ‑

cuss t h i s p r o j e c t . Those p r e s e n t were: Mrs. V i r g i n i a Lindenmeyer,

Museum Chairman; M r. B i l l Ayde lo t t , Museum Committee member; M r.

M i l b e r g e r, t h e a r c h i t e c t ; Mrs. Ann Chambloas, JCHA Director; Mrs.

Bonnie Weeks, representing t h e Chamber of Commerce; and M r. B i l l

Woodall, former member of t h e Jackson County Commission. M r. Woodall

was a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f HUD d u r i n g t h e Downtown Development, and

was h e l p f u l i n s u g g e s t i n g d i f f e r e n t ways t h a t w e c o u l d fi n d o r o b t a i n

fi n a n c i a l a s s i s t a n c e i n t h i s Museum p r o j e c t .



Nov. 2 , 1977

Ms. E l l e n M a r t i n s , C o n s u l t a n t
VNational R e g i s t e r P r o p e r t i e s

Alabama H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion
725 Monroe S t r e e t
Mon tgomery, Alabama 3610h

Dear Ms. M a r t i n s :

Enc losed y o u w i l l fi n d t h e necessary f o r m s c o m p l e t e d to
nominate t h e S t e v e n s o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f
H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . The n e c e s s a r y documen t i ng s u p p o r t m a t e r i a l s a r e
a l s o i n c l u d e d h e r e i n . P lease l e t m e know i f t h e r e i s a n y a d d i t i o n a l
i n f o r m a t i o n I need t o f o r w a r d t h a t I have ove r l ooked .

The p e o p l e in Stevenson a r e l o o k i n g f o r w a r d w i t h g r e a t i n t e r e s t
t o t h e p r o g r e s s o f t h e n o m i n a t i o n o f t h e S t e v e n s o n H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t
t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . '
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INCLUDED IN DR. SECRIST'S REPORT WAS THIS RARE 1865 qggusLISHED MAP
OF STEVENSON, ALABAMA.



STATE OF ALABAMA
ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

7 2 5 MONROE STREET

MONTGOMERY. A L A B A M A 3 6 1 0 4

W WARNER F L O Y D TELEPHONE NUMBER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ‘

832-6621
November 18, 1977

Mr. wal ter Hammer
President
Jackson County Histor ica l Association
P. O. Box 52
Scottsboro, Alabama 35768

Dear Mr. Hammer:

This is to n o t i f y you tha t P h i l L. Secrist, H is to r ica l Consultant, has
delivered to t h i s o f fice the necessary forms and paperwork required to nominate
the Stevenson H is to r i c D i s t r i c t to the review process leading to National Register
l i s t i n g . The Alabama H is to r i ca l Commission has reviewed the remainder o f the
paperwork and the supporting documents and found everything in satisfactory order.

Sincerely,

5 4 . 4 %
E l l e n Mert ins

. National Register Coordinator

The agreement w i t h D r . S e c r i s t when he fi l e d t h i s nomination

was t h a t one t h i r d of h i s b i l l would be p a i d by t h e C i t y of Steven‑

son, one t h i r d by Stevenson Merchants Association, and t h e remaining

t h i r d by t h e Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Associat ion. The check f o r

o u r t h i r d was de l i ve red to Mayor Thomas by your President in Decem‑

_ber 1977.(W.H.)
STATEMENT

F o r s e r v i c e s rendered, S e p t . 8 - Nov. 2,_1977: $2000.00

Less r e t a i n e r : ' 500.00

To t a l now due $1500.00

(féa4azazcéifii444f5

766L4bflgé;}fl44»'

JACK AND SUSAN RUDDER TO RECEIVE 1 9 ? ] AWARD 0F MERIT:
Jack and Susan Rudder are receiving a 1977 Award of Mer i t from the

Alabama H is to r i ca l Commission f o r the fb l lowing reasons:

. . I n t e res t , concern and assistance to the preservat ion projects of the
Jackson County His tor ica l Association,

. .Substant ia l contribution to the Alabama H is to r i ca l Commission's
program of restor ing and preserving the leading architectural, archaeological,
and h i s t o r i c landmarks in the s t a t e , and



PERSPECTIVE VIEW

THE L ITTLE BRICK «

Mm' .V 0.9“
. " b u s m s a s D u n - m m ;

. /’a 9‘”

STEVENbON. ALABAMA

THE ABOVE SITE IS AWAITING APPROVAL OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER. APPLICATION
WAS MADE PRIVATELY BY ITS PRESENTIOWNERS,‘ MR.&» MRS. ROSSER ALSTON. THIS
BUILDING SERUED AS GENERAL ROSECRANS HEADQUARTERS DURING THE EARLY
SUMMER OF 8 . GENERAL JAMES A. GARFIELD; LATER TO BECOME A PRESIDENT OF
THE U.Su ALSO USED THIS BUILDING DURING HIS STAY IN STEVENSON.



ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

A C T I V I T I E S
( l 9 7 0 - O c t . l, 1 9 7 7 )

JACKSON COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

F o r t H a r k e r
R u s s e l l C a v e N a t i o n a l Monument
Stevenson R a i l r o a d D e p o t & H o t e l

ALABAMA REGISTER OF LANDMARKS AND
HERITAGE

B r i d g e p o r t D e p o t
M a p l e s  H o u s e

HISTORIC/ARCHITECTURAL/ARCHAEOLOGICAL
STRUCTURES AND S I T E S RECORDED ON
INVENTORY/SURVEY

8 8 S t r u c t u r e s a n d s i t e s

AWARDS OF MERIT PRESENTED
( 1 9 7 5 - 1 9 7 7 )

K a t h r y n A r m s t r o n g , S t e v e n s o n
C h r i s t i n e S u m n e r, Soottsboro
W a l t e r B . Hammer, S c o t t s b o r o
C a r l u s P. P a g e , S t e v e n s o n
B e t t y R u t h H e n n i n g e r, S t e v e n s o n
M r . & M r s . Wade M a p l e s , S c o t t s b o r o

HISTORIC MARKERS RECORDED IN
"HIGHWAY MARKERS OF ALABAMA"

Sequoyah 1760-1843
B r i d g e p o r t
Russell C a v e N a t i o n a l Monument

BICENTENNIAL T R A I L LANDMARKS
SELECTED/MARKED/PROMOTED

R u s s e l l C a v e N a t i o n a l Monument
D e S o t o T r a i l

LOCAL GROUPS ORGANIZED/COORDINATED

Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y

HISTORIC ROADS/TRAILS RECORDED

R o u t e o f D e S o t o 1540
G r e a t P e n s a c o l a T r a d i n g P a t h

VENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS REVIEWED
( 1 9 7 5 ‐ 1 9 7 7 )

3 3  P r O j e c t s

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENTS/
CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEYS

5  Conduc ted

COUNTY LANDMARKS FEATURED IN AHC
PUBLICATIONS

8 Landmarks

BOARD OF ADVISORS

J a c k s o n C o u n t y Historical S o c i e t y

LIVE-IN-A-LANDMARK COUNCIL

M r . & M r s . Wade M u y l u s , ” c o t r s h o w
( A d v i s e r )

NATIONAL REGISTVR CLRTILICATES
PREPARED/PRIFHrTED

F o r t H a r k e r

REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION
A C T I V I T I E S

TARCOG N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r S u r v e y ‑
Commerc ia l B u i l d i n g s

AHC BROCHURES AND PAMPHLETS
DISTRIBUTED

The above r e p o r t r e p r e s e n t s o u r s t a n d i n g w i t h t h e State a s s o c i a ‑

t i o n du r i ng t h e l a s t seven y e a r s .

o u r hope is to improve t h e number

OF LANDMARKS AND HERITAGE.

As s t a t e d in t h e President's message,

o f l i s t i n g s i n t h e ALABAMA REGISTER

FOURTH JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL BUS TOUR:

The f o u r t h bus t o u r to Sand Mountain October 22, 1977 was e n - '

j o y e d by approximgtely 50 p e o p l e . The bus s t o p p e d a t some t w e n t y

p o i n t s o f i n t e r e s t . W ea t e o u r sack lunches i n Buck's Pocket, and

afternoon refreshments were s e r v e d at t h e home of Don and Norma

P r o p s t . Plans are b e i n g made f o r o u r 5th t o u r e a r l y t h i s y e a r . (W.H.)
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NEWSLETTER NO. FOURTEEN A p r i l 16, 1978

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: The fi r s t th ree months of t h i s y e a r have

been f u l l f o r ou r assoc i a t i on . A l l o f ou r p r o j e c t s a re c o n t i n ‑

u i n g , b u t at a ve ry slow pace. Progress on the Stevenson Pro ‑

j e c t accelerates as y o u w i l l n o t i c e in a r e l a t e d a r t i c l e in

t h i s n e w s l e t t e r. Weare a w a i t i n g t h e architect's p l a n s o n t h e

o l d j a i l . Numerous people are work ing on t h e s i t e s f o r t h e

Alabama R e g i s t e r .

A new Jackson County book t h a t covers t h e h i s t o r y of Stevenson

w i l l be pub l i shed soon. This book is be ing w r i t t e n by t h e

mother of our Vice-President P a t t y Johnstone.

Get ready f o r another bus t o u r sometime in May.

W811: Hammer

VlCETPRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: The A p r i l meet ing w i l l be t h e 16th

at 2:30 at t h e C i t y H a l l in Scottsboro. Our g u e s t speaker w i l l

be M i s s Debbie Cooney of Nashvil le, Tennessee. She has been

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e American Association f o r Sta te and Loca l

H i s t o r y . Present ly, she is employed w i t h H o s p i t a l Corporat ion

o f America i n t h e c a p a c i t y o f w r i t i n g a n O r a l H i s t o r y o f t h a t

Corporation.‘ Miss Cooney w i l l t e l l us what O r a l H i s t o r y is a l l

a b o u t . I t i s a new c o n c e p t o f r e c o r d i n g h i s t o r y and Jackson

County can b e n e fi t tremendously f r o m t h i s concep t .

P a t t y Johnstone

NOTE: A s h o r t e x e c u t i v e meet ing w i l l precede t h e r e g u l a r meet ing

of t h e Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Association.



SamuclMoorc‑

r lyGovernorHailed
FromJackson”:

By CHI-:nvt; conum
And HENRY MARKS

ForThe Times

Samuel B. Moore has the distinction of
being the only governor of Alabama from
Jackson County ‐ and of having served
one of the tzi‘iefest periods in that office.

Born in Franklin County. Tennessee. in
l789. Moore moved to Alabama with his
family while still a child. His family
settled in Jackson County. two miles
northeast of Woodville at Spout Springs.

In 1824 Moore began a distinguished
political career by representing Jackson
County in the state legislature. After

serving several terms in the lower house.
he was elected to the Alabama Senate in
1829. Hewas: reelected the following year
and chosen as president of the Senate.

it was from that position in the Senate

that he succeeded to the governor's chair
in March. 1831. after Gov. Gabriel Moore
of Madison County (and of no known
relation to Samuel) resigned his office to
assume a US. Senate seat. _

SamuelMoore served as acting gover‑
nor for almost nine months. ending his
tenure as the state‘s sixth chief executive
in late November.

In his b id for election that month to a
full term as governor. Moore was pitted '
against John Gayle of Greene County and
Nicholas Davis. a Whig planter from
Limestone County. Gayle. an eloquent
orator. emerged the victor and Moore
returned to his new residence in Pickens
Countv. ‑

Throughout his political career Moore
enjoyed the reputation of being a man of‘
character and action. a politician who
elicited confidence or chagrin from his
constituents.

l i e was deeply involved asgovernor in a
dispute concerning the United States Bank
and'the State Bank.

Héihdbpposed the nullificationconcept
of John C. Calhoun 0! South Carolina. On
this issue Moore stated that . .the State
may nullify the acts of Congress by
declaring them inoperative and void
within its limits. and set upfor itself. But
before it takes this step. it ought carefully
to weight the advantages of secession.
against those of the Union. and see that
the former clearly preponderate."
. This stance by Moore was acontributing
factor in his defeat in 1831 by Gayle. who
campaigned in favor of nullification.citing
James Madison as authority for his point
of view. . ‘ ’

After serving as acting governor. Moore
represented Pickens County in the state
Senate from 1834 to 1838 and he served

again aspresident of that chamber in 1835.
He ended his political career, as judge of
the Pickens County Court from 1835 until
1841.

Moore died on Nov. 7. 1846. at Carroll‑
ton. the county seat of Pickens. Soended
the career of a man whom William H.
Brantley. in his "Banking in Alabama
18164860." called “probably the most
o p i n i o t h chief executive ever to serve
the State.“ Brantley also wrote that. had
some exciting event occurred. during his
tenure. “he would have been ever cement-p

bet-ed with‘honor or regret." j
A man of action. Moore had little“

opportunity as governor to show what he;
could do under difficult or exciting
circumstances. - ‑
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Confederate Veteran

Rufus Hollis and Wife

Ladies and Gentlemen: l introduce myself
to you asa Soldier of the Civil War be‑
tween the States at the United States of
America. I enlisted in Capt. Lindsey's
company of 84 men at Larkinsville in
April l 8 6 l , Co. K. 4th Alabama lnfant‑
ry Regiment. Matched to Dalton, Ca.,
and was sworn into the Confederate army,
to remain until death it necessary, for the
Sunny South. .

I amnow the only one living asfar asI
know. I want all Old Soldiers to meet
meat the Fair.

Serg, RUFUS HOLLIS,
ColK. 4th, Ala. Regiment.



Mrs. H. T. Armstrong
Miss A. Kathryn Armstrong
Mr. & Mrs. James L. Anderson
Mro &MrS. WoW.AYdel.tt
Mr. & Mrs. C. H. Bramblett
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Butler, S r .
Mrs. Kate J. Bradford
Mrs. Li lah Beason
Mrs. William Bogart
Mr. &Mrs. Hamlin Caldwell, J r .
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Campbell
Mrs. Henry B. Cannon
Mrs. John E. Craig
Mrs. Loyd Crawford
Mr. Richard V. Daniels
M . & Mrs. waco Derrick
Mrs. Lora Mae Davis
Attorney Ronald Drummond
Mrs. Joann Thomas Elkin
M r. James H. Eiford
Mr. & Mrs. B i l l W. Freeman
Mrs. John Wi l l Gay, J r .
Mrs. Maxie Gross
Mr. Larry Gilbert
Mrs. Thomas A. Gibson
Mr. & Mrs. walter Hammer
Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Heath
Mr. & Mrs. E. G. Henninger
Mrs. Fern Hodges
Miss Jane E. Hodges
Mr. & Mrs. Delbert Hicks
Ms. Dorothy C. Huffman
r s . James T. Jones

Mrs. Walter Johnson
Mrs. Bertha Kirby
Mrs. Helen Kern
Mrs. Virgin ia M.
Mrs. M. H. Lynch
Attorney Jack Livingston

. Houston L. Maples
Miss Eunice Matthews
Miss Hazel Matthews
Miss Leola Matthews

Lindenmeyer

Mr. & Mrs. Wendell Page
Mrs. Hazel Isbel l Roberts
Mrs. Ellen S. Ross
Miss Sarah V. Rudder
Mr.& Mrs. Jack F. Rudder
Mrs. Mary Anna Rudder
Mrs. John Schuerman
Mrs. William T. Sloan
Scottsboro J r . High Library
Ms. E f fie Sanders
M r. & Mrs. Harrison H. Smith
Mrs. Bentley Thomas
M r. & Mrs. J. Nelson Varnell
Ms. Bernice Wallace

I f y o u r name i s n o t o nt h i s l i s t ,
y o u r dues f o r 1978. Please use the f
Newsletter.

mrs. Ann B. Chambless
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Scottsboro

By MILESDENHAM

ti-TomBORO,‐Because the
people of Bellefonte, early seat of
Jackson County government
. 2 , .:.ed progress 97 years ago,
Scottsboro is now the county seat
and Bellefonte no longer appears
on the map of Alabama.

The peopleof Scottsboro are still
willing to welcome progress and
are going more than halfway to
meet it .

B: i: in 1858, Bellefonte was a
thriving town on the old stage
lines running through the Ten‑
nessee Valley. But in that year,
the Memphis and Charlestown
Railroad pushed its way into
Jackson County from Memphis to
Stevenson. The citizens of
Bellefonte didn’t want the smoke‑
belching, clanging t ra ins
disturbing the quiet and peace of
their town. Sothe railroad ran its
tracks 11miles east of Bellefonte
and established a switch stop on
land ceded by Robert T. Scott.

The station was named Scott‘s
Station and soon a busy com‑
munity grew up around the rail
stop. Bellefonte was destroyed by
Federal troops during the Civil
War and never made ascomeback.
Instead, in 1868, the county seat
was moved to Scott's Station and
the town given the name, Scotts‑
boro...

The town has shown great
growth and progress in the past 15
years. From a town of 2800 people
in 1940, it has grown to an
estimated 5500. And it has a solid
foundation of industry and
agriculture to build on.

long a center of timber-tug and
sawmilling, Scottsboro has two
large lumber companies. The W.
J. Word Lumber Co., is one of the
largest in North Alabama. Close
behind is the R. C. Patrick
Lumber Co.

A fairly recent addition to
Scottsboro's industrial picture is
the Scottsboro Hosiery Plant of
Burlington Mills. This modern
plant turns out seamless nylons
for the womenfolks and keeps
about 300 Scottsboro residents at
work.

Other industries include the
Benham Underwear Mill, the
Scottsboro Knitting Mill and four
chenille manufacturing com‑
panies, the Maples Co., the Bama
Tuft Co., the Alabama Bedspread
Co. and the Heath Chenille Co.

B u t Scottsboro’s energetic
mayor, D. Donald Word, backed
by an enthusiastic citizenry, is
aggressively going for more new
industry.

In preparation, Scottsboro has
recently completed a $40,000
addition to its water system, has

undertakena $93,000 street paving
program, pu t in a new substation
on its municipal electric system,
built a new elementary school at a
cost of $550,000 and purchased a
$28,000 site for a new municipal
building.

A . . , . . a n n . n - n A . . . » . ‐ --- e

(1955)

In addition, a new Jackson
County hospital has been com‑
pleted and opened recently on the
outskirts of Scottsboro and new
wings have been added to the
courthouse. The city also boasts a
new National Guard Armory
which is available for civic func‑
tions.

Scottsboro’s aggressive spirit
appears to be on the verge of
payingoff. Right now city officials
and members of the Junior
Chamberof Commerce,headed by
Resident Dorsey Forrester, are
talking serious business with
several good industrial prospects.

Scottsboro gets in on some
tourist business, too. It is located
within a stone’s throw of the back‑
waters of the Tennessee River and
is nestled in the Tennessee Valley
between the steep bluffs of Sand
Mountain to the south and the
Cumberland Mountains to the
north.

One of the things which makes
Scottsboro unique is its well‑
known “first Monday” trade day.

The Courthouse Square is
jammed on the first Monday of
each month as folks from the
wholearea come into town to swap
and trade livestock, dogs,
shotguns, and hundreds of other
items of handcraft or produce or
what have you? '

The custom began some 50
years ago, when a county court
was established in Jackson County
with sessions on the first Monday
in each month.

Farmers found that this was a
good time to bring their stock to
town for sale or trade. The “First
Mondays” have since become
more of a social gathering, with
folks swapping and trading more
for the fun of it than anything
else.

You find a lot of “old residents”
in and around Scottsboro. Folks
just seem to like it there and stay.
Joe Austell, who came to
Scottsboro in 1908 to open a
barber shop, has retired now, but
he's still living in Scottsboro. He
was the first to install gas lights‑
in Scottsboro and the first to put
in electric lights.

Parker Campbell, who edits the
weekly Sentinel and the
Progressive Age, is a native son
who has stayed on to contribute to
the town's life. Sois J. B. Presley,
who now owns and operates a‑
motel within a few hundred yards
of the place where he was born.

But there are new residents, too.
As the pace of business and in-'
dustry quickens, more and more
people move in. Mrs. Sue Raynes,
city clerk, estimates that more
than200 new residenceshavebeen
built here within the last two
years.

“We got some bad publicity
during the Scottsboro Trials," said
one resident, “ b u t we are
outgrowing it finaally. When
people oncecome and get a look at
us, they realize we’ve got a pretty
goodtownhere.” +



March 20. 1978

I a m s e e k i n g any i n f o r m a t i o n s u c h a s b i r t h s , m a r r i a g e s . deaths
a n d o c c u p a t i o n o nt h e f o l l o w i n g ‘ ) I f y o u can g i v e m e
a n y o f t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n I would d e e p l y a p p r e i c a t e t h i s . I f t he re
a r e c h a r g e s p l e a s e l e t me know. The f a m i l y B i b l e ment ioned
S c o t t s B u r r o r - 2 words b u t m y f a m i l y c o u l d never s p e l l . I t a l s o
ment ioned t h e name of F a c t l e r S t a t i o n Jackson County A l a . I am
s e n d i n g a l l t h e d a t e s I have b u t I a m n o t s u r e t h e y a r e
c o r r e c t . P lease adv i se m e o f any o t h e r meanes o f g e t t i n g t h i s
i n f o r m a t i o n

Mrs E E Moore
2013 N o r t h 4 0 A
Waco. Texas 7670?

I a m t h e nrand d a u g h t e r o f the l i s t e d

F a t h e r Joshy Ho lde r

David C r o c k e t t H o l d e r

Born e i t h e r J u l y o r Feb 1854
M a i t i e d March 12. 1876
a t F a c t l e r S t a t i o n , A l a . M o t h e r C h r i s t i Anny ?
Jackson  Coun ty
Mar r i ed  Mary
be low W7

\j// David S t a r k e y o r S t a r k y

Mary Dav id S t a r k e y
B o r n Aug 7 . 1858

M o t h e r M i t e l d i a C Russel
B o r n J u l y 25. 1832

F a t h e r Ben Rober tson

George D a n i e l Robefit on

B o r n O c t 5 . 1866 3
M a r r i e d I have his D e a t h

';\\\Mother L o u Sinda ?

F a t h e r W i l l i a m Henry H a r r i s o n L i t t l e
Born Aug 17. 1842

L a u r a L i t t l e M o t h e r
B o r n J a n 3 0 e i e r
1874 or 1873

\\\N¢¢her E l m o r Hopper or M u l l u s

ea

Harr ison



A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE BRIDGEPORT FIRST METHODIST.CHURCH:

The fi r s t Methodist Church in Br idgepor t was located on

t h e r i v e r s i d e of B a t t e r y H i l l between t h e residences of M r .

John H. Gun te r and M r . R . A . Jones. M r . John Lee, s t i l l a r e s i ‑

dent o f B r i dgepo r t , t o o k us to t h e s p o t where t h i s church was

lzcated and t o l d o f a t t e n d i n g s e r v i c e s t h e r e a s a b o y.

The "main s t r e e t " o f Br idgepor t a t t h a t t i m e extended from

above t h e p r e s e n t r a i l r o a d t o w e r t o t h e r i v e r b r i d g e . Among

o t h e r businesses in t h e town was t h e drug s t o r e owned and opera ‑

t e d by D r . E l i s h a L. Lee and D r . W. K. Spiller, (1879-1889).

B o t h were Methodis ts .

Bro ther J. H. L e s l i e was t h e p a s t o r in 1885-1887 and a g a i n

i n 1892. Dur ing h i s fi r s t m i n i s t r y t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n dec ided t o

b u i l d a l a r g e r church.

"A commit tee of Mrs . Georg ia Glover, Mrs . R. A. Jones, and

Miss Emma Anderson was appo in ted to s e l e c t t h e s i t e . A f t e r l ook ‑

i n g over B a t t e r y H i l l t h e y crossed t h e r a i l r o a d and went over

to ano the r h i l l on what is now Cunningham Avenue. While they

were s t a n d i n g there , a l i t t l e dove came and fl e w around t h e i r

heads and l i t at t h e i r f e e t . Mrs . Jones sa id , 'Th is is t h e Spot.'"1

By 1890 t h e new church was completed and a parsonage b u i l t

on t h e a d j o i n i n g l o t (now t h e home of Mrs . Jessie Matthews).

Reverend George Hemp Smith preached t h e ded i ca to r y sermon in

May of 1890.

"The fi r s t wedding in t h i s church was t h a t of Miss May Jones

to Frank Edmunds. The l a s t one was t h a t of M i s s Louie Williams

to Reverend C. P. Hamby."l
T h i s church was in use f o r about 35 y e a r s . By 1923, t h e

need was f e l t f o r a l a r g e r church w i t h adequate Sunday School

f a c i l i t i e s . The b u i l d i n g was begun d u r i n g t h e m i n i s t r y o f Rever ‑

end M a r v i n ‘ S w i l l i n g . a n d completed w h i l e Reverend J . F. Sturd ivant

was p a s t o r , in 1925. E l d e r I r a F. Hawkins preached t h e fi r s t s e r ‑

mon September 6, 1925.

1 . A B r i e f Church H i s t o r y , M r s . Jos ie A l l e n .
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" The ‘sfifiifiifig’i‘fiflhis n e w c h u r c h w a s fihfigfi"fifiek m t h e

c o n g r e g a t i o n . The b u i l d i n g commit tee was a s f o l l o w s : M r . F. W.

Carr, S r . , Chairman; M r . W. S. A l l en , M r . J. M. Barham, S r . ,

M r . J. P. Troxe l l , and M r . J. L. Hackworth.

The e f f o r t p u t f o r t h b y t h i s committee and t h e c o o p e r a t i o n

o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n made i t p o s s i b l e t o complete t h e b u i l d i n g and

pay o f f t h e debt by 1938. Wehave a r i g h t to be proud of o u r

church and t h e fi n e people, many now deceased, who labored to p r o ‑

v i d e such a b u i l d i n g . Weowe it to them, ourselves, and f u t u r e

g e n e r a t i o n s t o keep o u r church i n good r e p a i r and t o provide f o r

additional f a c i l i t i e s as needed.

Dur ing t h e p a s t year about $3,000.00 was spent r e p a i r i n g

t h e b u i l d i n g . A new r o o f was p u t on, g u t t e r i n g i n s t a l l e d , and

a l l o u t s i d e woodwork r e p a i r e d and p a i n t e d . New windows and doors

were i n s t a l l e d i n t h e basement.

T h i s debt is b e i n g p a i d o f f on schedule and we a r e t h a n k f u l

f o r t h o s e who have shown t h e i r concern f o r t h e upkeep of God 's

house.

Br idgeport F i r s t Methodist Church has a wonderful h i s t o r y of

s e r v i c e to mankind. Le t us a l l pledge ourselves to an even g r e a t e r

w i t ness .

The above informat ion was taken from a booklet compiled r e ‑
c e n t l y about the h i s t o r y of the Br idgepor t F i r s t Methodist Church.

WE NEED YOU

AS A CONTINUING- FBI-BER

CR AS A NEW I-IEMBER

OF OUR ASSOCIATIONL ‘

You s t i l l have t ime t o pay your dues, j u s t m a i l y o u r check t o :
REGULAR MEI~IBERSHIP $7.50 A YEAR

Jackson County Historical Association LIFE MEMBERSHIP $100.00
M r s . A l i c e Ruth Page ,
Route 1 b o x 11
Woodville, A1 35776

PLE 313 month NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

(11' ECU IZATL ALREADY PAID YOUR RUSS, PLEASE DIS!” UAR?) THIS NOTICE.)



T h e S t e v e n s o n R a i l r o a d D e p o t iS”Iocated”bétw§én"two,"bu§y“N :

n a t i o n a l l y ‘ u s e d t r a i n t r a c k s . Due t o i t s u n i q u e cons t ruc t i on ,

t h e s t r u c t u r e cannot b e moved. Because o f t h e L & N ' s demand

f o r s a f e t y ( and j u s t l y so) , we have cons idered t h r e e d i f f e r e n t

methods t o g e t v i s i t o r s t o t h i s h i s t o r i c s p o t across t h e t r a c k s .

The fi r s t s o l u t i o n was a huge overpass walkway t o b e c o n s t r u c t e d

at a c o s t of $100,000. Th i s overpass completely overshadowed

t h e Depot b u i l d i n g . The second method cons idered was a t u n n e l

under t h e t r a c k s . The e s t i m a t e d c o s t o f t h i s t u n n e l was

$150,000, and t h e f e a s i b i l i t y s t u d y was d o u b t f u l because o f t h e

e l e v a t i o n p r o b l e m . T h i r d l y, w e e x p l o r e d a r o a d t o b e b u i l t

t h a t wou ld e n t e r t h e r e a r o f t h e complex . The e s t i m a t e d con ‑

s t r u c t i o n c o s t was a lmos t $200,000. Th i s i n c l u d e d l a n d a c q u i ‑

s i t i o n p l u s a b l i n d r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g some 200 y a r d s wh ich

p r e s e n t e d a s e c o n d a r y p r o b l e m .

Enc losed y o u w i l l fi n d a r o u g h s k e t c h t h a t p r e s e n t s a new

a p p r o a c h t o t o u r i s t t r a f fi c across t h e L & N t r a c k s . Since a l l

o f Jackson County i s u n d e r t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o f t h e Chickamauga

Nat iona l M i l i t a r y Park Service, and t h e p a r k has a h i s t o r i c

monument some 10 m i l e s up t h e r o a d at R u s s e l l Cave, t h e

Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion proposes t h a t t h e Depar t ‑

m e n t o f t h e I n t e r i o r i n t h e N a t i o n a l Park S e r v i c e f u r n i s h a

r a n g e r o r a d i s a b l e d Veteran t o r u n a n e l e c t r i c g a t e f rom a

g u a r d house l o c a t e d o n t h e n o r t h s i d e o f t h e t r a c k s . These

g a t e s w o u l d open s imu l taneous ly on t h e n o r t h and s o u t h s i d e s

of t h e t r a c k s . The Depot and H o t e l would be completely i s o ‑

l a t e d b y t h e 8 f t . i r o n f e n c e . 0 n t h e town s i d e , a n 8 ft.\
fence wou ld a l s o p r o t e c t i t . T h i s would i n s u r e a s a f e passage

a c r o s s t h e t r a c k s .

W e r e S p e c t f u l l y ask t h a t y o u r depar tment examine t h i s p r o p o ‑

s i t i o n , and i f p o s s i b l e , h e l p t h e p e o p l e o f Jackson County i n

t h i s e f f o r t n o t o n l y t o p r e s e r v e and enhance t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l

h e r i t a g e , b u t t o h e l p t h e economy b y b r i n g i n g t h e t o u r i s t

t r a f fi c i n t o o u r a rea . F i f t y - fi v e thousand d o l l a r s a r e now

i n esc row f o r t h i s p r o j e c t . A $20,000 g r a n t has r e c e n t l y been

approved by t h e Alabama S t a t e H i s t o r i c a l Commission. T h i s makes

a t o t a l amount a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e p r o j e c t $75,000. Our p l a n s

a t t h i s t i m e a r e f o r t h e f a c i l i t i e s t o b e open fi v e days a week,

e i g h t h o u r s a d a y.

P lease g i v e t h i s m a t t e r y o u r t h o u g h t f u l a t t e n t i o n .
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NEWSLETTER N O . FIFTEEN J u l y 1 6 , ’ 1 9 7 8

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: The p a s t t h r e e months h a v e b e e n v e r y

e v e n t f u l f o r y o u r a s s o c i a t i o n . D o z e n s o f l e t t e r s h a v e come

in f r o m government a g e n c i e s c o n c e r n i n g o u r S t e v e n s o n D e p o t

A c c e s s P r o p o s a l , n o s o l i d commitment b u t h e l p f u l s u g g e s t i o n s .

M r . M i l b e r g e r h a s s e n t a s u g g e s t e d r e n o v a t i o n p l a n f o r t h e o l d

j a i l i f w e d e c i d e t o g o o n w i t h t h a t museum l o c a t i o n . O u r

5 t h B u s T o u r w a s o v e r s o l d , a n d t h r e e o f o u r members w e r e l e f t

s t a n d i n g a t t h e g a t e s o t o speak w i t h t i c k e t s i n h a n d . ( T h a n k s

t o M r . a n d M r s . Wendel l P a g e a n d M r s . H a r r i s o n S m i t h f o r t h e i r

u n d e r s t a n d i n g . ) . W e l o o k f o r w a r d t o a c o l o r f u l F a l l T o u r .

W a l t Hammer

VICE-PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: O u r p r o g r a m f o r S u n d a y a f t e r n o o n .

J u l y 1 6 t h , w i l l b e p r e s e n t e d b y t w o o f o u r m e m b e r s , M r . C a r l u s

~Page a n d M r . Wende l l P a g e . The s u b j e c t w i l l b e : " T h e G r o w t h

a n d D e c l i n e o f I n d u s t r y i n J a c k s o n C 0 u n t y a n d a d j a C e n t a r e a

1880 ‐ 1 9 3 0 " . T h e m a j o r emphasis w i l l be p l a c e d on l u m b e r ,

l i m e s t o n e , a n d c o a l . T h e s e t w o members h a v e s p e n t a g r e a t

d e a l o f t i m e a n d e f f o r t i n r e s e a r c h i n g t h i s s u b j e c t . P l e a s e

i n v i t e y o u r f r i e n d s , a n d a n y o n e who m i g h t b e i n t e r e s t e d i n

t h i s s u b j e c t , t o a t t e n d .
P a t t y J o h n s t o n e

N o t e : T h e r e g u l a r m e e t i n g o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n w i l l b e h e l d

o n J u l y 1 6 . 1 9 7 8 , a t 2 : 3 0 P . M . a t S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l . A s h o r t

execut ive m e e t i n g w i l l p r e c e d e t h e r e g u l a r m e e t i n g . I t w i l l b e ‑

g i n a t 2 : 0 0 P . M .



The f o l l o w i n g r o s t e r of J a c k s o n County Spanish-Ameri‑
c a n W a r Ve t e r a n s was f u r n i s h e d u s b y M I S S E u n i c e M a t t h e w s ,
o n e of O u r members.

“ * ‘ H * * SPANISH - W I G A N UAR of 1898 *******

COMPANY
I

2nd REG'I'. ALABAMA
VOLUNTEER INFANTRY

JACKSON COUNTY VOLUNTEERS.
#- at i- ‘x u- * i as

COMPANY OFFICERS

Captain, CHARLES QUINTARD BEECH
l s t Lieut, GIDEON PRICE BOULDIN
2nd Lieut, JAMES ROBERT CAMPBELL

l a t Sergeant, JAIES M c h D SKELTON
Q.M. Sergeant, FELIX ROBERTSON

Sergeants
WILLIAM EGAR HARRIS
WILLIAM RUTLEDGE LARKIN, J r .
ROBERT K I M - -HARRIS .
JOHN EWARD CO'I‘TEN

Corporals
WILLIAM D. KEE'I‘ON
JOSEPH c. ERNIE
RUFUS S. PORTER
THOMAS I. HUMPHBEY, J r .
FRED ARN
CHARLES RICE COFFEY

Musicians
JOHN DEERE
EIMDRE KENNAMER

Ar t ificer
WILLIAM GENTLE

Wagoners
RICHARD H. SMITH

JESSE A. PROGTOR

JAMES H. 001
Colonel Commanding.

Mastered i n t o t h e UNITED sums SERVICE
At

cm? Jomwsron, 10311.3, ALABAMA, m the 27th, 1898.

(Published by c. T. Fuller, Buffalo, 1m York.)
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m e a n SPANISH - AMERICAN m of 1898 “ ‘ “ H

GORP”!
I

2nd BEGT. ALABAMA
Volunteer In fan t ry

JAGKSONGOUMIMUM‘EERS
* l fi i ‘ l ‘ l i i fi i l i i i

PRIVATES - - Remarks.

ASHLEY, JOSEPH
ASKIN, HILLIAM B.
HIESSINC, NHLIAH F.
RONLDIN, man.
81mm, CHARLES H.
RACER, m a m
BUBKHARDT, ROBERT E.
OOH, GAMES H.
COPPER, JEHRI B.
030$, RICHARD H.
CASON, JOHN B.
COFFEE, JAMES D.
cox, HENRI
CHRISTIANSEN, CHOICE E.
can, EDHARD J.
CUMMINGS, JOSEPH ,
DAVIS, OSCAR H.
EDmNDS STRAUSS (Transferred to B a n d )
Fm (7), JOHN
GREEN, mm D.
GREEN, moms 1..
m m , LAWRENCE
GUDENRATH, HARE! L.
G m n ‘ , JOHN A .
G u n s ,  E m
GOBER, ISAAC
GLADDEN, JAMES H.
CAINEs, JOHN
GOODmN,U]1.LIAM E.
GOLD, séLOHON N.
HALL, WALTER
HICEs,JAHEs M. PM
HILL, Hm F.
HANNINS, JAMES M.
HANCOCK, JAMES H.
HAMETON, mm A.
EUMPHREY, CLARE
HENDREN, mm P.
HOFFMAN, RALPH L.
HARE, Em B. zTransterred to Band;
HAHN, ALFRED Transferred to Band
Hays, LUTHER (Transferred to Hosp i ta l Corps.)
m m , EDNARD (Transferred to Hospital Corps.)
JORDAN, Am J.
JOHNSON, HERSGEL v.
NINE, mm H. '

PRIVATES - - Rourke.

u m , RICE
LUSK, GECRGE 1:.
LIME, JOHN
m m , was C .
r a m s , LEE (Transferred to Band)
rams, JAPES B.

mCORmcx,RENJA1aN T. 1898). ,
MOCUTCHEN, HARVE! 3. (13nd at H a m August 1-7, ‘
MeOANN, ALFRED N.
NASH, JACKSON
owENé, ALBERT
ODEN,’11me
P M , ANSON B.
PICRENS, JOHN E.
PRECISE, ROBERT F.
PRECISE, JAMES A.
POTTER, DAVID E.
Ross, JAMES A.
ROBINSON,JOHN R.
SELBI, BARTON B.
SELBY, WALTER C.
SLOAN, TYSON H.
SISK, ERSRINE M.
S m , DOC
SHANNON, JOHN A.
SUTTERER, HERmN
TmOJER, JANES H.
VICARS, JOHN H.
NARREN, THOMAS L.
NARREN, ALLIE C.
HALRER, JAMES R.
UILSON, JOHN c.
HALLACE, ASA F.



T h e l a t e H u b e r t B a r c l a y ' s f a t h e r , S i d n e y F a r r i s B a r ‑

c l a y ; r e c e i v e d d o z e n s o f l e t t e r s l i k e t h i s f r o m h i s b r i d e

t o h e . M i s s M a t t i e C h i l d r e s s . M r . B a r c l a y l i v e d a t W o o d v i l l e .

a n d M i s s C h i l d r e s s l i v e d a t Collum, i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y . W e

annreciate t h e l o a n of t h i s l e t t e r , a n d w o u l d l i k e to t h a n k

M r s . H u h e r t ( L o u i s e ) Barclay.

I f V O u k n o w w h e r e Collum w a s l o c a t e d i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y ,

n l e a s e be r e a d y to t e l l us a t t h e J u l y 1 6 t h mee t ina . A l s o ‑

c a n vow l o c a t e t h e o l d communities of B l a c k A n k l e , C h i c k e n

F o o t . D r i a r P a t c h L i l y . a n d H i t c h ?
('72 h . . . 4 . “ . 1 . ;_ ;9V ‐ - ‐ -_.~‐‐-~ u . . . ’ 4 ? “ r e v W - V ‘
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A t t e n t i o n . P o s t m a s t e r BellomV.‘nlease n o t e t h e n o s t a q e
o n t h i s fi r s t c l a s s l e t t e r i n J u l y o f 19021

T h e f o l l o w i n o l e t t e r w a s r e c e i v e d f r o m o n e o f o u r

m e m b e r s , F r a n c e s L y l e s V a r n e l l :

I am e n c l o s i n m t h e r e c i t a l p r o g r a m t h a t we d iscussed .
( T h i s p r o o r a m a p p e a r s e l s e w h e r e i n t h i s b u l l e t i n ) . M a n y o f
t h e n e r f o r m e r s w e r e . o r a r e , known b y t h e same name t h a t
a n p e a r e d o n t h e p r o q r a m . O f t h e r e m a i n d e r , I w a s a b l e t o
o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e f o l l o w i n g :
E l l a W o r t h i n q t o n became M r s . L i l e s Hembree. She i s deceased.
M a r v McClendon is M r s . H a r v e y Wynn a n d l i v e s in Scottsboro.
J a n i e P o r t e r . n o w d e c e a s e d , w a s M r s . B r y a n t .
D o r a M c C a r l e y i s e r s . V a n H u C r a c k e n .
Mab le Swaim is M r s . P a u l S m i t h of Birminoham.
I r e n e H o w a r d i s M r s . A r c h i e C a r h a r t o f Te x a s .
R u t h J o n e s was M r s . R u t h J o n e s G i l l i a m .
M a r g a r e t R o b i n s o n i s M r s . F r e d S t e e l e o f H u n t s v i l l e .
Rena G o l d ( R e n a Madae G o l d ) w a s M r s . F r a n k P r o u s t o f Tusca loosa .
E d a C o f f e y i s now M r s . E d a C o f f e y C a r p e n t e r o f H o u s t o n , Te x a s .
L o r a T h a x t o n i s a M r s . W i t h e r s a n d l i v e s i n C h a t t a n o o q a .
M i s s e s N e l l e a n d D u a l Ashmore a r e b o t h deceased. T h e y m a r r i e d
a n d l i v e d i n F l o r i d a f o r a number o f y e a r s . I c o u l d n o t l e a r n
t h e i r m a r r i e d n a m e s .

I w a s n o t a b l e t o fi n d o u t a n y t h i n g a b o u t a n y o f t h e F o l l o w ‑
i n q : O n i e a n d I r e n e C h a m b e r s , A n n i e A b l e , Jemima J a c o b s . o r
S a l l i e R o r e x . A number of n e o n l e remembered t h e m , b u t d i d n o t
k n o w w h a t happened to them. S o r r y !

I f y o u h a v e s o m e t h i n g o f m o r e i n t e r e s t , j u s t o u t t h i s a s i d e
f o r a n e m e r n e n c v. I n t h e mean t ime , o n e o f u s mioht fi n d o u t s o m e ‑
t h i n g a b o u t t h e " m i s s i n g p e r s o n s " .

S i n c e r e l y ,
F r a n c e s L y l e s V a r n e l l
R o u t e 2 B o x 333A
S e c t i o n , Alabama 35771



. ,  .  _  ” T r i fl e

‘ MUSICAL R E C I TA L

JACKSON COUNTY H I G H SCHOOL

Wednesday N i g h t May 2 0 , 1914

D u e t ' "Eifghé'zo‘BEnifiathfi°summary'MéCIéfidbfi:H°1lander

T r i o - " B i r t h d a y Mar-Ch" o 0 . . . n o . o . 0 . 0 0 ooooaoo L o m a n
J a n i e P o r t e r , D o r a M c C a r l e y . M y r t l e S h i p p

8 0 1 0 - Second Va l s e O p . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G o d a r d
N i n o n G a y .

D u e t - ( Tw o P i a n o s ) " Tw o J u v e n i l e s " . . . . . . . . . . B u r t y
l s t . P i a n o - O p i e Chambers a n d M a b l e Swaim.
2 n d . P i a n o - N e l l e Ashmore a n d O p a l Ashmore.

Q u a r t e t - "Come F a i r i e s "
M a r y C l o p t o n , I r e n e C h a m b e r s , A l b e r t K i r b y

Hermin C a m p b e l .

D u e t - " S l e i g h B e l l Polka"......OOOOOCOOOOOOCZitterbart
I d a Moody a n d I r e n e H o w a r d

T r i o - " H u n t i n g S o n g a n d Ve n e t i a n B a r c a r o l l e " . . . . . . . . .
. 0 . . . . 0 0 . . . . 0 0 C 9 0 0 0 . . . O . . . O O O O O O O O C O O I O M e n d e l s S h o n
E l l a W o r t h i n g t o n , O p i e C h a m b e r s , Mable Swaim

D u o - " M y s t i c P r o c e s s i o n " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H o v r a t h
l s t . P iano-Ann ie A b l e . 2nd . P iano ‐ Lee la Mat thews

Diet-"Lolita"OOOl.00...IOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOIOEngel
Jemima Jacobs a n d S a l l i e R o r e x .

R e a d i n g - " B e s s i e ' s S o l i l o q u y ” . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . E d a C o f f e y

T r i o - ( T w o P i a n o s ) " G o l d e n W e d d i n g " . . . . . . . . . . G a b r i e l Mar ie
l s t . P i a n o - O p i e C h a m b e r s , E l l a W o r t h i n g t o n . Annie A b e l .
2nd. P iano -Ru th J o n e s , Mable Swaim, L o r a Thaxton.

D u e t - ( T w o P i a n o s ) " S h e p p e r d ‘ s S o n g ” - O p . 1 4 7 . . N o . 7 . . . .
. 0 . . . ‘ . . . . . . . . . . C O O . . . I C C . . . O . . . . . . . . . - . . . . . . . K r u g
l s t . P i a n o - O p i e C h a m b e r s , E l l a W o r t h i n g t o n .
2nd . P i a n o ‐ M a r g a r e t R o b i n s o n , Rena G o l d .

"Danse S e m p l i c e " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . R a t h b u f t
E l i z a H a c k w o r t h .

V o c a l ‐ " A B i r d i n H a n d " .
M a r g a r e t R o b i n s o n , L o r a T h a x t o n , I d a M o o d y.

D u e t - ( T w o P i a n o s ) " M e r r y S k a t e r " . . . . . . . . . . . . Z i t t e r b a r t
1 s t . P i a n o ‐ L e o l a M a t t h e w s , P e a r l Ma t t hews . ‑
2nd. P iano-Ann ie A b l e a n d Tempie Clemons.

Due t - "March f r o m Ta n n h a u s e r " - O p . 1 3 6 . . . . . . . W a g n e r
E l l a W o r t h i n g t o n , O p i e Chambers.

Duo - "The J o y f u l P e a s a n t “ . . . 0 p . 68.No. 9 . . . . S c h u m a n
l s t . P i a n o - - - E l l a W o r t h i n g t o n .
2nd . P i a n o ‐ - - M a b l e Swaim.

D r i l l . . . . . . . M u s i c C l a s s .



STATEMENT OF INCOME AND DISBURSEMENTS

Per iod J a n u a r y 9 , 1978 - Aoril 1 0 , 1978

_ Balance on hand J a n u a r y 9, 1978

INCOME:

Dues
C o n t r i b u t i o n s

To t a l Ava i l ab le t h i s p e r i o d

DISBURSEMENTS:

Wa l t e r Hammery-copy machine r e n t
Wa l t e r Hammer--postage
Joe F. M i l b e r g e r - - r e t a i n e r
S c o t t s b o r o Bus iness Equ ipmen t ‑
p r i n t i n g o f N e w s l e t t e r

Balance on hand A p r i l 1 0 , 1978
Jacobs Bank, S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama

I

“@M:CZZ@ 555% %2;&,
A l i c e R u t h Page , T r e a s u r e r

$307.50
250.00

$ 30.00

100:00

68.67

Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion
Route 1, B o x 11
Wo o d v i l l e , A L 35776 Phone 776-3505

$1,52h.16

202.11

$1,373.55

Z'/fl-iu?

A p e o p l e who t a k e no i n t e r e s t in t h e n o b l e achievements of

remote a n c e s t o r s , w i l l n e v e r ach ieve a n y t h i n g w o r t h y t o b e r e ‑

membered by remote descendants .
Thomas B a b i n g t o n Macaulay

( S u b m i t t e d b y M r s . H a r r i s o n 1800"1859
S m i t h )

MEINEED YOU

AS A CCNTINUING MEMBER

@iASAADmM'MflBER

OF OUR ASSOCIATION!

You s t i l l have t ime t o pay y o u r dues, j u s t ma i l y o u r check t o :

Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l Association
M r s . A l i c e Ruth Page
Route 1 box 11
woodvilie, Al 35776

PLEASE PROVIDE: NAME

ADMWSS

CITY

( I F YOU HAVE ALREADY PAID YOUR LRES, PLEASE DISREGARD THIS NOTICE.)

REGULAR MEMBERSHIP $7.50 A YEAR

LIFE MEMBERSHIP $100.00

STATE ZIP



PLEASE LOOK FOR YOUR NAME ON THIS L I S T:

M r s . H. T. Armstrong
Miss A. Ka th r yn Armstrong
M r . & Mrs . James L. Anderson
Mr.  &  Mrs .  W.  W.  Ayde lo t t
M r . & .Mrs . C . H . Bramb le t t
M r . & M r s . Clyde B u t l e r, S r .
Mrs. K a t e J . B r a d f o r d
M r s . L i l a h Beason
M r s . W i l l i am Bogar t
M r . & Mrs . Hamlin Caldwell, J r .
M r . & Mrs . Ha r r y Campbell
M r s . Henry B. Cannon
Mrs . John E . C r a i g
M r s . Loyd Crawford
M r . R i cha rd V. Dan ie l s
M r . & M r s . Waco D e r r i c k
M r s . Lora Mae Dav is
A t to rney Ronald Drummond
M r s . Joann Thomas E l k i n
M r . James H . E i f o r d
M r. & Mrs . B i l l W. Freeman
M r s . John W i l l Gay, J r .
M r s . Maxie G r o s s
M r  .  L a r r y  G i l b e r t
M r s . Thomas A. Gibson
M r . & M r s . Wa l t e r Hammer
M r . & M r s . C h a r l e s M . Heath
M r . & M r s . E. G. Henninger
Mrs . Fern Hedges
Miss Jane E. Hodges
M r. & M r s . D e l b e r t Hicks
Ms. Dorothy C. Huffman
M r s . James T. Jones
M r s . Walter Johnson
Mrs . Bertha K i r b y
M r s . Helen Kern
M r s . V i r g i n i a M. Lindenmeyer
M r s . M. H. Lynch
At to rney Jack L i v i n g s t o n
M r . Houston L. Maples
M i s s Eunice Matthews
M i s s H a z e l Matthews
M i s s Leo la Matthews
M r s . W i l l i a m C l a r k Murphy
M r s . W. Walker McCutchen
M r . John H. Newman, J r .
D r . Ru th Peet
M r . & M r s . C a r l u s P. Page
M r . & Mrs . Horace Rex Page
M r . & Mrs . Wendel l Page
M r s . Haze l I s b e l l Rober ts
M r s . E l l e n S . Ross
M i s s Sarah V. Rudder
M r . & Mrs . Jack F. Rudder
M r s . Mary Anna Rudder
Mrs . John Schuerman
M r s . W i l l i a m T. Sloan
Scot tsboro J r . H i g h L i b r a r y
Ms. E f fi e Sanders
M r . & M r s . H a r r i s o n H . Smi th
Mr s . Ben t l ey Thomas
M r . & M r s . J . Nelson Va r n e l l
Ms. Bern i ce Wallace

M r s . Ann B. Chambless
M r s . D o r i s W. Hambr ick
M r s . War ren Whitcher
M r s . E r n e s t L . E n g e l
M r s . F r a n c e s G . A l l i s o n
M r s . E l l e n L . R o s s
M r s . J i m P r o c t o r
M r s . D o r i s A n n J a n n e y
M r . W i l l i a m R . B e s t
M r s . S a n d r a B u r n e y
M r s . Madge R . C a p e r t o n
M r s . W. R. Henshaw
M r . & M r s . C e c i l H o d q e s
M r s . P a t t y J o h n s t o n
M r s . Pau l i ne A . J o n e s
M s . Emma L o u L o v e l a d y
M r s . Wade M a p l e s
M s . C h r i s t i n e W. M o o r e
M r s . J o a n McKelvev
M r . F o r d H. Owens
M r s . F o r d H. Owens
M r . R o b e r t L e o P a g e , S r .
J u d g e W i l l i a m D . P a g e
M r s . W o r t h P r o c t o r
M r . J o h n T. R e i d
M r s . L i l l i a n G . R u s s e l l
M r s . J o h n T. S a n d e r s
M r s . L e o n S h e l t o n
M r . & M r s . J o h n B . T a l l e y
M r s . Emma Timberlake
W. David Woodal l
Mrs. E l i z a B. Wooda l l
M r . Cha r l es S t u b b l e fi e l d

I f y o u r name i s n o t o n t h i s l i s t , y o u s t i l l have t i m e t o pay
y o u r dues f o r 1978. Please use t h e f o r m l i s t e d elsewhere in t h e
News le t t e r.
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5 A M : FbL‐AE'T EXTERIOR a m o n g
REROOF- .
P M U T EXTERKOR waoD,MeTb .L g CONCRETE m i n o r !
Ram/on“ . EWLTEWOB. D o w n s p o u - r s .
PDHJT UP DAMAGED d: C R A C K E D MORTAR Jom‘rs.
C A L J L K . é . QEAL 'sTRUC-TURE. »
T w o C O A T eamcoue Palmer. W A L L .
HEW FROMT WHJDOVV TREATMEN‘!
H E W F R O U T D O O R . '
R a c o u v m o u REAR wooo P o k c m
RE“ c o u D r m o u OPERABLE M N D o w s .
M U S E U M e m u (PLAQUE)
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JA C K S O u CouuT‘v .‘ om
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W goo/hon Gounfiy

‘ € HRONM3LES
NEWSLETTER NO. SIXTEEN O c t o b e r 15, 1978

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: It seems fi t t i n g t h a t we s h o u l d c lose

o u t my second year as President w i t h an a r t i c l e in t h i s news ‑

l e t t e r conce rn i ng Stevenson; a l s o t h a t o u r l a s t mee t i ng o f

t h i s year shou ld be h e l d in Stevenson. It a l s o seems fi t t i n g

t h a t t h e program would be based on t h e H i s t o r y of Stevenson.

During o u r f o u r years a s a n o r g a n i z a t i o n , w e have t r i e d

t o b r i n g i n focus a l l areas o f t h e h i s t o r y o f ou r g r e a t coun ty

f r o m Francisco to B r y a n t , and f rom Woodvi l le to t h e Wa l l s of

Jer icho. Du r i ng these f o u r years, one o f ou r main o b j e c t i v e s

has been t h e Stevenson p r o j e c t . The reason f o r t h i s i s , of

course, t h a t t h e r e is so much h i s t o r y in Stevenson to be p r e ‑

served.

If y o u w i l l r e a d c a r e f u l l y t h e a r t i c l e in t h i s newsletter,

w r i t t e n b y D r . P h i l i p S e c r i s t a s a b a s i s f o r t h e n o m i n a t i o n o f

t h e town of Stevenson to be added as a H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t to

t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r, I b e l i e v e t h a t y o u w i l l have a b e t t e r

unde rs tand ing o f wha t we have t r i e d to do in t h e l a s t f o u r

years , and what w e w i l l d o i n t h e f u t u r e . Our o r g a n i z a t i o n

i s a c o u n t y o r g a n i z a t i o n , and every aspec t o f i t s h i s t o r y i s

i m p o r t a n t t o o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n .

Wa l t Hammer

VICE-PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: The program f o r o u r n e x t m e e t i n g ,

w h i c h w i l l be Oc tober 15th, w i l l be a book r e v i e w by my

mother, M r s . E l i z a Mae Woodal l . Her soon t o b e p u b l i s h e d

book is on the h i s t o r y of Stevenson, Alabama. Th is book has

been in t h e works f o r t h e last t w o yea rs , and she has spen t

cons iderab le t i m e and e f fo r t on t h i s endeavor. The program w i l l

be h e l d in t h e basement o f the F i r s t P resby te r i an Church in

Stevenson at 2:30 p . m . i .Pattv Johnstone



PRE ‐ CIVIL WAR NEWS

The f o l l o w i n g ext rac ts a r e f r o m "The Democrat" which

was p u b l i s h e d at Huntsville, Alabama. They were researched

and donated by Anne Chambless.'

7-23-1824 Died on t h e l e t u l t a t Bel le fonte, D r . Thomas J.

H a r r i s . H i s dea th was occasioned by b e i n g th rown a g a i n s t a

t r e e f r o m a horse at f u l l speed. ( V o l . 35, p . 1 2 )

11‐27-1829 Henry F. Scruggs & Thompson M. Rector, At to rneys

at law, Jackson Co., A l a .

2-lh‐1833 E l i j a h Hansbrough, Be l le fon te , A l a . A t t o r n e y at l a w.
( V o l . 12, p . 2 )

3-14-1833 Henry F. Scruggs, Attorney at law, Bel le fonte, A l a .

9-12-18AO Died in Bellefonte, Jackson Co. on Thurs t h e 27th

u l t , ' W y a t t Coffee, Esq . , I a t e e d i t o r o f t h e B e l l e f o n t e Cour ie r

in t h e 3hth year of h i s age.

lO‐3-l8h0 R e s o l u t i o n s b y t h e t e a c h e r s and p u p i l s o f F r a n k l i n

Academy o n t h e dea th o f two l o v e l y s i s t e r s , Perne l ia and Martha

Jane Clayton, E. N. Hudgins, James J. Doran, James E. Tate,

E s t h e r Hoge, Sarah C. Nicholson and E l i z a b e t h H. Feemster to

p r e s e n t cop ies t o p a r e n t s . B . R . Webb and Wm. J . K e l l y t o

f o r w a r d c o p i e s t o Jackson R e p u b l i c a n and H u n t s v i l l e Democrat.

M. B. Feemster, Chairman, N. L. Cunningham, S e c ' y. (Val.12,p.89)

(Where was F r a n k l i n Academy??)

1-3-1841 Jackson Co. Tr u s t s a l e - t a v e r n eccupied by John

McReynelds, Thomas Fros t , t r u s t e e .

3‐20-1841 Meet ing at Bo l i var, Rober t Jones, E s q . , Chairman,

Thomas Scruggs, E s q . , S e c ' y, Committee: C o l . Dav id Cawlfield,

. C h a r l e s S . Jones, D r . Wm. Mason, C a p t . Sanders McMahan, G .

Morgan, Gen. Wm. M. K i n g , and Alexander McFarlane, Esq.

( V o l . 15, p . 7 )



-A/ Aerie,” .JL/iétory

0/
17/11) Jack/ion (founlg Court/Louée

The first courthouse in Jackson County was constructed about 1828 in Bellefonte,

a l i t t le r i ve r town near Scottsboro. It served the county for about thirty-five years.

In those days, Bellefonte’s population consisted of about 200 inhabitants. Be‑

cause of cheap r iver transportation, many citizens actively discouraged the surveying

of the Memphis & Charleston Railroad through Bellefonte. As a result, the railroad was

laid through the town of Scottsboro, and through the town of Hollywood, which .was
then known as Bellfast Station, or Samples. Rai l transportation increased as river travel

declined, and by 1870, Bellefonte’s population dwindled to less than 75 persons.

In 1868, the Court Commissioners
ordered the county records moved from
Bellefonte to Scottsboro, which became
the n e w county seat of government. On

land given by Robert Scott, for whom
Scottsboro was named, Jackson Coun‑
ty’s second courthouse was constructed 11:1.

about 1870, and this area became known
as “the Square” in Scottsboro.

In 1912, this structure was torn down, and replaced by a new courthouse, about

50 feet square, costing about $25,000. This courthouse became the hub of Scottsboro’s
growing business interests, most of which had been clustered around the railroad’s old

freight depot.

In 1954, the courthouse underwent a
much needed enlargement. To keep pace

wi th the phenomenal commercial growth of
Jackson County, the courthouse was again
enlarged and improved in 1967. The result‑
i n g courthouse and square is virtual ly that
which is seen today. '

Cour tesy F i r s t Federa lo f Huntsv i l le , Sicottsboro Branch



DIPLOMAS A N1)
MEDAIS GIVEN
SENIOR CLASS:

.a‘he “concluding programof the
Jackson County High Schoolcom‑
menc 'eht exerc1seanllbegiven‘:
Thhfl’d 'yoevening, whdp "LG,H.
Yewell‘lif the University [Ala‑
barnswil l deliver"theidentified
dress. ’
Wedhesday night thevaled y

addres’guwas given by Liii ‘
Wrightandthe saint-story by Miss
Elizabeth Morgan. Robert Word,
class statistician, was next , and the
class history was given by Miss
Mary.Lou Walsh.

Tll’é’flass prophecy was read by
Miss Margaret Hunt, after which
8. Q. Proctor talked on “The Ideal
SeniorlBoy." and Miss Eva Shelton,
“Thaldeal Senior B o y"

Miss Geneva McCrary rendered
a solo,-which was followed by the
class poeni,writtenand*ma by
Miss Zuls Carter. The class will
was readby Robert MoCutoheon. _

The class gifts w distributedl
y Robert Hoivland. rt Jones:
allowed with an address, andthe(

Wm concluded with the
classsong and awarding of honors”

The Bouldin English mdal was
awarded to Elisabeth Morgan; the;
1). Ask medstorexcellence in his‑
'19:! to LindsayWright; and the
Davis medal to Edward Hayes.a

nior 1student. The Balfour key
wasawarded to Robert Jones?

Diplomas were awarded to the.
following: Elisabeth ”organ . Mar‑
m o t Hunt, Mary Lou Walsh. Vii»
ginia Webb, 2111a Carter, Evelyn
Bough, Geneva McCrai-y. Lola Pro.)
‘eise, Margaret staton, Eva Shel‑
,ton. ‘Froddie Armstrong, Eloise
Tfiwkwosrth, Robert Ward, Roberti
'Joncs,8. Q. Proctor, Robert Me-i
,Cutcheon, Robert Rowland. L i n d ;
'say Wright, Clifford Woodull, Ray
McKelvy, Charles Middleton, l i a r ‑
old Whitt, William Beard, Kermit
'Cornelison. '

The initial program of the grad-.
patio exercise: was“given Satur;
dayevenmgwhen“! '8 Hffiemrji
11m,1Jr., presented her piano pus:
fills in recital.

The commencement sermon wssi
delivered Sunday morning by the
Rev. Dr. Har t of the First Presby,‘
terian Church, Decatur.
P r o f s l.» G.B r o w d e r , primipal,

honored the senior class )r‘ith a
theater party Tuesdaywerening.

Cou r tesy C l i f f o r d Woodal l

Commencement al

J. C.HS ThisWeek
The commencement exercises of the'

Jackson C o u n t y H i g h school of'icial-'
ly began last Saturday n i g h t i t h al
recital by the music pupils o f .M 1 5 .
Ly les Hembree. It was a most de-‘
l i g h t f u l a f f a i r and drew much favor ‑
able comment. T w o hours of music
was enjoyed by the large a n d a p p l e ‑
ciative audience \

On, Sunday at 11 o'clock the large
auditorium of t h e C i t y School, despite
t h e downpour of ra in , was comfort‑
a b l y fi l led to hear the commence‑
ment sermon delivered by D r . Har t ,
pastor of ' t h e Fi rs t Presbyterian;
church of Decatur. He chose as his
subject, ‘ S i t t i n g On To p of fl‘he
Wor ld, ” and as a text, “ ‘Go and
Possess the Land.” It was 11 11111311
masterly presentation of the s u i j c l .
and was one of the most. appealing;
messages ever heard a t a c o m m e n t - ( ' ‑

mont here. T h e speaker sold tum-c
are four classes of pupils that he
wanted to speak o f ; the first , those
who murder the i r opportunities.” He
gave several illustrations of young
people w i th br i l l iant prespects and
b1ight futures who ut ter ly f a i l e d in
l i f e by m u l d e n n g their opportunities.
He appealed to h i g h school grcsaduat
not to stop school to enter business
01 to mar r y, bu t t o go on and fin i sh
the i r education, t h a t the t ime had
come when you could no “ g e t b y "
without a thorough preparation. The

‘second class were those who missed
their opportunities. “ M a n y boys and
g1rls" he said, “s i t aiound wa i t i ng
fo r something to turn up and miss
t h e n opportunities and never sug‑
ceed." “The third class,” he contin‑
ued. “are those who take advantage
or their opportunities and final ly ‘Sit'
On To p of the World!" Then. the
fourth class, and in this class would
be found a large major i ty of those
who have in the pest “sat on top or
the world" and this. class was “those
who created their own oppor tun i t i es"

Th9 speaker cited many instances of
men who, when,3; had no oppon‑
tuni fies. but they 0an so their oppor‑

-tuuitlas and mi 1,/ are "s i t t i ng on top
of tho waild."

The class day exercises were held
W -luesfiay n i g h t and tonight . Thins ‑
day, twelve y o u n g " ..:on and twelve
young women will receive their diplo‑
mas. D r. Gladstone H. Yeuell, of the
Univers i ty o f Alabama, w i l l deliver
t h e commencement address. He is
one of the lead ing educators of the
nation and a. treat is in store for a l l
who hear him.

The fo l l ow ing was class night pro ‑
g ram:

Class Song.
Salutator ian, Elizabeth Morgan.
Class statistician, Robert Word.
Class history, M a r y Lou Walsh.
Class prophecy, M a r g a r e t Hunt .
ideal senior g i r l , S. Q. Proctor.
Idea l senior boy, Eva Shelton.
Senior legion, Cli fford Woodnll,

Freddie Armst rong, Will iam Beard,
K e r m i t Cornellson, Eloise Hackworth.
V i r g i n i a Webb, Charles Middleton,
E v e l y n Hough , R o y McKe lvy, Lela
Precise, Margare t Staton, Herald
Whit t .

Song, Geneva M c C r a r y.
Class poem, Zula Carter.
Class wil l , Robert McCutchen.
G i f to r ian , Bob Howland.
Address‐Robert Jones.
Valedictorian, Lindsay Wright.
Song, Class.



STEVENSON RESEARCH: The f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e was done by

D r . P h i l i p Secrist, H i s to r i ca l Consultant, in h i s i n v e s t i ‑

g a t i o n of Stevenson f o r t h e Nat iona l R e g i s t e r of His tor ic

Places.

STATEMENT OFSIGNIFICANCE

Stevenson is a 1 9 t h c. s o u t h e r n r a i l r o a d town, i t s r a i l v i l l a g e charm
s u r p r i s i n g l y w e l l p r e s e r v e d t o d a y. ~The m a i n l i n e O f t h e L & N , fo rming
a j u n c t i o n W i t h t h e Southern r a i l r o a d near t h e d e p o t i n t h e v i l l a g e ,
passes ' through t h e c e n t e r of town a n d lends a g e o g r a p h i c a l chhesion to
t h e whole s i n c e t h e p h y s i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t . o f - t h e v i l l a g e has been
r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e c o r r i d o r o f t h e r a i l r o a d due t o t h e n e a r b y s l o p e o f
t h e Cumberland Mountains to t h e west, and t h e Crow Creek fl o o d p l a i n
a n d t h e Tennessee R i v e r d i r e c t l y to t h e s o u t h and e a s t . The town
m a i n t a i n s a s t r o n g l i n k w i t h t h e p a s t n o t o n l y th rough i t s arch i tec ture,
b u t t h r o u g h a u n i q u e 1 9 t h c . r a i l r o a d w a t e r r e s e r v o i r , a mid-19th c .
r a i l r o a d d e p o t a n d h o t e l ( b o t h p r e v i o u s l y l i s t e d o n t h e N a t i o n a l
R e g i s t e r i n d i v i d u a l l y ) , and t h e remains o f t h r e e C i v i l War e a r t h f o r t s
c o n s t r u c t e d b y Un ion s o l d i e r s between 1862-1865. Stevenson retains
t h e s c a l e and much of t h e charac ter o f a 19th 0 . American v i l l a g e
d e s p i t e a few s u p e r fi c i a l alterations t o b u i l d i n g s and s e v e r a l intrusions

The Cowan-Rudder House c.1855, s e r v e d as t h e m i l i t a r y h e a d q u a r t e r s f o r
C o l . Wladimir Krzyzanowski, t h e Union o f fi c e r who commanded Pos t
Stevenson between 1863-1865. A w a r t i m e photograph has been found
showing C o l . Krzyzanowsk i w i t h h i s s t a f f s e a t e d on t h e p o r c h o f t h e 1
house, wh ich appears in t h e photograph almost e x a c t l y as i t is t o d a y.
The Cowan-Rudder House, t h e I t a l i a n a t e - s t y l e d c i t y h a l l b u i l d i n g (0.1875)
and t h e Rudder House (c.1900) on Water S t r e e t , span n e a r l y h a l f a
c e n t u r y i n t h e i r da tes o f c o n s t r u c t i o n and convey e f f e c t i v e l y t h e
g r a d u a l e v o l u t i o n i n American tastes i n a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l i n g f r o m
Greek Revival to Queen Anne.

The town of Stevenson is a c r e a t i o n or t h e r a i l r o a d boom in t h e decade
p r e c e d i n g t h e C i v i l War. The town d e r i v e s i t s name f r o m Vernon K i n g
Stevenson, t h e fi r s t p r e s i d e n t of t h e N a s h v i l l e & Chattanooga R a i l r o a d
(now L & N ) . Because of t h e d i f fi c u l t mountainous t e r r a i n between
N a s h v i l l e and Chattanooga, engineer ing s u r v e y s . d e t e r m i n e d that t h e
most p r a c t i c a l r a i l r o u t e w o u l d s k i r t t h e s o u t h e r n edge o f the
Cumberland Mountains and, taking'advantage of t h e Tennessee R i v e r
v a l l e y , r u n nor thward to Chattanooga where c o n n e c t i o n s could be made
w i t h e x i s t i n g G e o r g i a r a i l r o a d s t o t h e A t l a n t i c seaboard. The
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a second r a i l r o a d , t h e Memphis & Charleston Rai l road
(now S o u t h e r n ) w h i c h formed a j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e N ‘ & C a t t h e new
boom town. s e t o f f a f u r i o u s l a n d s p e c u l a t i o n w h i c h cont inued ( w i t h
t ime-out f o r t h e C i v i l War) w e l l i n t o t h e 1870's. One s p e c u l a t o r,
Wa l t e r Rosser, owned by 1868 more t h a n 1000 acres l y i n g across t h e
r a i l r o a d o n a n o r t h - s o u t h p l a n e s c a r c e l y f o u r b l o c k s n o r t h o f t h e
d e p o t , t h u s e f f e c t i v e l y "cornering t h e market" o n l a n d needed f o r
town development in t h a t d i r e c t i o n . By t h e 1880's, a g r e a t p o r t i o n
of Rosseris e s t a t e was o p e n e d f o r development by a g roup c a l l i n g
themselves t h e Stevenson Land Development Company. The s t r ee t s in
town t o d a y c a r r y i n g s t a t e names s u c h as Tennessee, Kansas, Kentucky,
e t c . , were p l a n n e d a t t h a t t i m e . ~

The U . S . Census r e p o r t o f 1860, ind ica tes t h a t Stevenson was s t i l l
v e r y much a r a i l r o a d c o n s t r u c t i o n town i n t h a t y e a r . Many o f t h e
v i l l a g e inhab i tants l i s t e d by t h e enumerator W e r e i den t i fied w i t h
t h e r a i l r o a d as employees o r cons t ruc t i on laborers.2 The fi r s t th rough
s e r v i c e between Nashv i l l e and Chattanooga was o p e n e d on August 11 ,
l d g h , by t h e N & C Railroad. Construction of t h e l i n e had c o s t o v e r
ea;- m i l l i o n . I t w o u l d be 1856, b e f o r e t h e Memphis & Char leston
R a i l r o a d would make i t s j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e N & C at Stevenson. At
t h a t moment, w i t h r a i l t r a n S p o r t a t i o n l i n k i n g t h e Miss iss ipp i and
O h i o r i v e r s w i t h t h e A t l a n t i c coas t , Stevenson’s economic f u t u r e
seemed assu red . '
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W h i l e i t was t h e r a i l r o a d w h i c h g a v e b i r t h t o S t e v e n s o n and seemed
t o g u a r r a n t e e t h e s u c c e s s o f i t s f u t u r e , i t was t h e i m p a c t o f t h e L a
C i v i l War and t h e m i l i t a r y s i g n i fi c a n c e o f t h o s e same railroads thatifl?
most d r a m a t i c a l l y a l t e r e d t h e course o f t h e t o w n ' s h i s t o r y . I n a
way, t h e v e r y p r e s e n c e o f t h e r a i l r o a d s i n t e n s i fi e d t h e trauma o f
S t e v e n s o n ' s w a r t i m e exner ience. A s e a r l y a s A p r i l , 1862, elements
o f G e n e r a l Ormsby M . M i t c h e l l ' s F e d e r a l d i v i s i o n advanced b y r a i l
a n d s e i z e d Stevenson, s c a t t e r i n g a m a k e s h i f t de fense of Confederate
home g u a r d s . M i t c h e l l ' s o c c u p a t i o n o f S t e v e n s o n was p a r t o f a
l a r g e r p l a n t o c a p t u r e C h a t t a n o o g a and t h e r e b y c o n t r o l t h e "gateway"
t o t h e deep s o u t h . Ta c t i c a l s u p p o r t f o r t h i s m i s s i o n i n c l u d e d a
b r i d g e b u r n i n g r a i d o n t h e A t l a n t i c & Western R a i l r o a d s o u t h o f
C h a t t a n o o g a b y t h e Andrews R a i d e r s , r e s u l t i n g i n t h e famed "Great
L o c o m o t i v e Chase" w i t h i t s d rama-packed racevbetween t h e s team

. locomot ives, t h e "General" and t h e “Texas." Two of t h e r a i d e r s ,
Mark Wood and A l f W i l son , were captured i n S t e v e n s o n t h e week
f o l l o w i n g t h e i l l - f a t e d m i s s i o n --- m i s s i n g M i t c h e l l ’ s r e t r e a t i n g
U n i o n A r m y and s a f e t y b y a m a t t e r o f h o u r s . , , '

L a t e r t h a t y e a r (1862) t h e U n i o n army r e t u r n e d t o S t e v e n s o n and b e g a n
t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f s e v e r a l f o r t s a n d b l o c k h o u s e s t o p r o t e c t t h i s
k e y j u n c t i o n o f t h e r a i l r o a d s f r o m Memphis a n d N a s h v i l l e . The
l a r g e s t o f t h e s e f o r t i fi c a t i o n s , H a r k e r , (Nat ional R e g i s t e r , 1976),
was begun i n t h e summer o f 1862, b y C o l C h a r l e s G . H a r k e r . H a r k e r

, i m p r e s s e d a l l t h e n e g r o e s w i t h i n a r a d i u s o f s e v e r a l m i l e s o f
Stevenson b u t c o u l d fi n d l e s s t h a n 50 a v a i l a b l e to do t h e w o r k . As
a r e s u l t o f t h i s s h o r t a g e o f l a b o r , the p r o j e c t o f f o r t i f y i n g
S t e v e n s o n p roceeded s o s l o w l y a s t o p r o m p t G e n . D o n C a r l o s B u e l l ,
H a r k e r ' s commander, to o r d e r hOO n e g r o w o r k e r s f r o m N a s h v i l l e to
e x p e d i t e t h e work . S e v e r a l b lockhouses.were a l s o c o n s t r u c t e d in
S tevenson a t t h a t t i m e to guard t h e immediate a rea n e a r t h e d e p o t
and t h e r a i l r o a d w a t e r r e s e r v o i r . Work was begun a s w e l l o n a
second r e d o u b t ( f o r t ) near t h e r a i l r o a d abou t 500 y a r d s n o r t h e a s t o f
t h e d e p o t , l a t e r c a l l e d F t . M i t c h e l l . . . . ;

The w o r k o f f o r t i f y i n g S t e v e n s o n c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w a r and a s
" 1 a t e as t h e f a l l o f ldéh, G e n e r a l Go rdon G r a n g e r was employed in

c o m p l e t i n g t h e w o r k o n t h e M i t c h e l l r edoub t , i m p r o v i n g a t h i r d
r e d o u b t w h i c h h a d b e e n b e g u n e a r l i e r b y t h e C o n f e d e r a t e s a t t h e
p r e s e n t s i t e o f t h e c i t y h i g h s c h o o l , a s w e l l a s t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f
a new r e d o u b t n e a r t h e r a i l r o a d more t h a n t h r e e q u a r t e r s o f a m i l e
n o r t h o f t h e d e p o t . T h i s l a s t f o r t , t h o u g h n e v e r e n t i r e l y c o m p l e t e d ,
wou ld e v e n t u a l l y b e a r t h e name " F t . Granger." I n a r e p o r t r e c o r d e d
i n t h e War o f t h e R e b e l l i o n R e c o r d s , d a t e d A p r i l 28, 1865, Gen . 2 . 5 .
Tower, t h e I n s o e c t o r G e n e r a l o f F o r t i fi c a t i o n s f o r t h e U n i o n f o r c e s
h e a d q u a r t e r e d i n N a s h v i l l e , gave t h e f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e
S t e v e n s o n d e f e n s e s : F t . M i t c h e l l was a

” “ " s m a l l r e d o u b t about 100 f t . s q u a r e , w i t h a magazine and
a s m a l l b l o c k h o u s e k e e p . I t h a s a b a r b e t t e p l a t f o r m
a t each a n g l e , and shows some a t t e m p t a t i m p e r f e c t
embrasures , or r a t h e r to c o v e r t h e gunners w i t h sandbag
m e r l o n s . F t . H a r k e r , a h a l f m i l e d i s t a n t , i s a s i m i l a r
r e d o u b t , a b o u t 150 f t . s q u a r e , w i t h b a r b e t t e p l a t f o r m s
f o r seven g u n s , a m a g a z i n e , and a n i n t e r i o r b o m b ‐ p r o o f
k e e p . The b l o c k h o u s e s a r e m o s t l y d i s t r i b u t e d t o t h e
e a s t ( ? ) o f t h e r a i l r o a d , n e a r t h e f o o t o f t h e a b r u p t
h i l l s o v e r l o o k i n g t h e d e p o t . O t h e r f o r t s were commenced
b y G e n e r a l G r a n g e r when h e h e l d t h e place ... b u t t h e y

u, were a f t e r abandoned as unnecessary. "
I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e s e e a r t h w o r k s , To w e r n o t e d t h a t t h e r e were a l s o
7 b l o c k h o u s e s a t S t e v e n s o n . Blockhouses c o n s t r u c t e d d u r i n g t h e
C i v i l War were u s u a l l y r e c t a n g u l a r l y shaped l o g s t r u c t u r e s , o f t e n
doub led -cased (a d o u b l e t h i c k n e s s l o g w a l l , sometimes packed w i t h a
d i r t fi l l e r i n t h e S p a c e be tween t h e w a l l s ) . F o r a d d i t i o n a l p r o t e c t i o n ,
e a r t h embankments were o f t e n p a c k e d h a r d a g a i n s t t h e o u t s i d e w a l l to

. n e a r l y h a l f t h e h e i g h t o f t h e t w o ‐ s t o r y s t r u c t u r e . The w a l l s o f t h e
second l e v e l o f t h e b l o c k h o u s e u s u a l l y capped t h e fi r s t i n s u c h a
way a s t o f a c i l i t a t e t h e dfifense o f t h e structure b y w i d e n i n g t h e
fi e l d of fi r e f o r weapons. G e n e r a l To w e r ' s r e p o r t o f 1865, c r e d i t s
t h e sys tem of b lockhouses a l o n g t h e r a i l r o a d w i t h e f f e c t i v e l y
p r o t e c t i n g the l i n e a g a i n s t r a i d i n g p a r t i e s o f g u e r r i l l a s , c a v a l r y ,
and i n f a n t r y . The seven b lockhouses in S t e v e n s o n as shown on t h e
map accompany ing To w e r ' s r e p o r t ( s e e map in s u p p o r t i n g document
c o l l e c t i o n a t t a c h e d h e r e t o ) a r e a r r a n g e d i n s u c h a way a s t o sugges t
* k n ‘ l - + h o 4 “ n h ‘ m n n ‘ r 4 - 0 0 1 ; L v n a « F A A s f ‘ n n fi + I n n A n n A J » J - I n n 1  A n n m a J ‐ { v - n



CONTINUATION SHEET

War t ime combat e x p e r i e n c e s i n Stevenson inc l uded s e v e r a l n e a r b y ‑
s k i r m i s h e s w i t h loca l g u e r r i l l a f o r c e s u n d e r t h e command o f C o l . A . A .
R u s s e l l , a l o c a l p h y s i c i a n who v o l u n t a r i l y became a n e x p a t r i a t e
a f t e r t h e w a r . P e r h a p s t h e engagement w h i c h most n e a r l y r e a c h e d
b a t t l e p r o p o r t i o n s was t h a t o f t h e a t t a c k o n t h e U n i o n g a r r i s o n s
a t f o r t s d a r k e r and M i t c h e l l o n A u g u s t 31, 1862. The a t t a c k was l e d
b y C o n f e d e r a t e g e n e r a l Samuel Jones w i t h 1000 s o l d i e r s . The g r e a t l y
outnumbered f e d e r a l f o r c e s were compel led to r e t r e a t , l e a v i n g 7
b e h i n d s e v e r a l p i e c e s o f a r t i l l e r y a n d g r e a t q u a n t i t i e s o f s u p p l i e s .
The most s i g n i fi c a n t m i l i t a r y e v e n t o f t h e w a r i n S t e v e n s o n was t h e
c h o i c e o f t h e town as t h e s t a g i n g p o i n t f o r t h e campa ign f o r
C h a t t a n o o g a w h i c h t e r m i n a t e d i n t h e g r e a t b a t t l e o f t h e w e s t ,
C h i c k a m a u g a . Between t h e m i d d l e o f August a n d t h e fi r s t week i n
S e o t . , 1863, General Wm. R o s e c r a n s ' U n i o n Army o f t h e C u m b e r l a n d
g a t h e r e d s u p p l i e s and thousands o f s o l d i e r s a t S tevenson i n p r e p a r a t i o n
f o r t h e c r o s s i n g of t h e Tennessee R i v e r n e a r b y , and t h e g r e a t b a t t l e
i n n o r t h G e o r g i a . R o s e c r a n s s u p e r v i s e d t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s f r o m h i s
h e a d q u a r t e r s in S t e v e n s o n n o r t h of t h e d e p o t . A drama‐ ladened
s t o r y o f t h e d a r i n g and s u c c e s s f u l ore-dawn l a y i n g o f a q u a r t e r m i l e
l o n g p o n t o o n b r i d g e a c r o s s t h e Tennessee R i v e r u n d e r combat
c o n d i t i o n s , was f o l l o w e d a f e w d a y s l a t e r b y t h e g r i m r e a l i t i e s o f
b loodshed at Chickamauga as t r a i n l o a d a f t e r t r a i n l o a d of wounded were
c a r r i e d t o G e n e r a l F i e l d H o s e i t a l # 1 i n S t e v e n s o n w h i c h h a d been
e s t a b l i s h e d t h e r e n e a r t h e r a i l r o a d o n a n "elevgted g r o u n d a n d i n
t h e v i c i n i t y o f a n e x c e l l e n t s p r i n g o f water. " Young N i c h o l a s
Maner, a 2 0 y e a r o l d l a d f r o m a n I n d i a n a fannwho d i e d Oc t . 13, 1863,
in t h e S t e v e n s o n h o s p i t a l f r o m wounds r e c e i v e d at Chickamauga,
l i e s b u r i e d t o d a y in an unmarked g r a v e a c r o s s t h e t r a c k s in t h e
m i l i t a r y c e m e t e r y. Maner i s b u t one o f hundreds b e l i e v e d t o have
been b u r i e d i n t h e m i l i t a r y cemetgry a l o n g t h e r a i l r o a d n e a r t h e
p r e s e n t s i t e of Tennessee Avenue.

E x c e p t f o r a l a r g e 3 s t o r y h o t e l (Alabama House), t h e d e p o t , t h e
Cowan House, and s e Ve r a l s m a l l b r i c k o r f rame s t ruc tu res , w a r t i m e
S t e v e n s o n , Alabama, mus t h a v e b e e n a r a t h e r seedy- look ing r a i l r o a d
v i l l a g e . Wm. H . N e w l i n , a s o l d i e r w i t h t h e 73rd I l l . r e g i m e n t who
f o u n d a n o c c a s i o n t o v i s i t S t e v e n s o n o n J u l y 21, 1863, d e s c r i b e d
t h e town as

" a s m a l l one, and v e r y shabby and u n a t t r a c t i v e i n appearance
and t h e i n h a b i t a n t s n e a r l y a l l away f r o m home. S i x
u n i o n f a m i l i e s were t h e sum t o t a l o f t h e r e s i d e n t s
r e m a i n i n g i n town." 1

F o l l o w i n g t h e war, S t e v e n s o n r e c o v e r e d s l o w l y . War t ime r e f u g e e s
g a t h e r e d i n t h e v i l l a g e i n l a r g e numbers t o b e s h e l t e r e d and
t e m p o r a r i l y f e d b y t h e U n i o n a r m y, a n d many o f them rema ined a s
pe rmanen t r e s i d e n t s . B y 1870, t h e town was i n c o r p o r a t e d w i t h t h e
b o u n d a r i e s e x t e n d i n g one h a l f m i l e t o each s i d e o f t h e c i t y squa re
w h i c h was d e s c r i b e d as b e i n g c e n t e r e d on t h e N a s h v i l l e & Cha t tanooga
R a i l r o a d f r e i g h t depot.11

The economic f o r t u n e s o f S t e v e n s o n waxed and waned w i t h t h o s e o f t h e
r a i l r o a d s t h a t p a s s e d t h r o u g h i t , a n d d u r i n g t h e l a s t q u a r t e r o f t h e
19th c . e a c h r o a d e x p e r i e n c e d s e v e r a l d i f fi c u l t p e r i o d s - - - t h e
M e m p h i s & ' C h a r 1 e s t o n R a i l r o a d went i n t o r e c e i v e r s h i p f o r a s h o r t
t i m e in t h e 1890's. D u r i n g t h e l a s t q u a r t e r of t h e 1 9 t h c. t h e
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a new d e p o t , a b r i c k h o t e l , a m a s o n i c h a l l , and
s e v e r a l b r i c k c o m m e r c i a l s t r u c t u r e s f a c i n g oneMa in S t r e e t t o w a r d
t h e d e p o t a l l r e fl e c t e d t h e c o n t i n u i n g o r i e n t a t i o n and f o c u s o f
S t e v e n s o n o n t h e commerce a n d b u s i n e s s g e n e r a t e d b y t h e r a i l r o a d .
A l t h o u g h t h e r e were s e v e r a l modest e f f o r t s to encourage t e x t i l e
a n d l u m b e r i n g e n t e r p r i s e s i n t h e v i l l a g e , i t i s s i g n i fi c a n t t h a t
d u r i n g t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e town n o l a s t i n g l y s u c c e s s f u l i n d u s t r y o r
o t h e r f o r m o f m a j o r m a n u f a c t u r i n g e n t e r p r i s e ' has appeared t o
p r o v i d e t h e much-needed b r o a d e n i n g of t h e economic base. As if to
e m p h a s i z e t h e economic f u t i l i t y o f t h e p a s t , a g r e a t p o r t i o n o f t h e
commerc ia l d i s t r i c t was des t royed by fi r e in 1911, and w h i l e
r e b u i l d i n g d i d t a k e p l a c e f o l l o w i n g t h e fi r e , l i t t l e h a s c h a n g e d i n
t h e 2 0 t h c . t o a l t e r t h e p a t t e r n o f t h e economic f r u s t r a t i o n s o f
t h e fi r s t 60 y e a r s of Stevenson's h i a t o r ' . To d a y, S t e v e n s o n is
a q u i e t l i t t l e t o w n . c l o s e ‐ k n i t i n k i n s h n a n d s o c i a l n a t t a r n g .
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