
JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER N0. FIVE V _ Janua ry 12 , 1976

I have been g i v e n t h e dub ious hono r o f b e i n g Sec r e t a r y o f t h e Jackson
Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l A s soc i a t i o n and E d i t o r o f t h e News l e t t e r f o r a n o t h e r
y e a r , and a s k t h a t y o u p r o v i d em e w i t h Jackson County H i s t o r y , s u i t a b l e
f o r t h e News l e t t e r , d u r i n g 1976. Remember o u r News l e t t e r i s a c omp i l a t i o n
o f which y o u can b e p r o u d . P lease, share y o u r common i n t e r e s t w i t h t h e
e n t i r e A s s o c i a t i o n b y p r o v i d i n g t h e E d i t o r w i t h some o f your a r t i c l e s o n
o u r Coun ty h e r i t a g e f o r p u b l i c a t i o n i n o u r News l e t t e r.

Guess who was t h e fi r s t p e r s o n t o p r o v i d e me w i t h i n f o rma t i on on Jackson
Coun t y h i s t o r y , p r i o r t o t h e 1839 h i s t o r y l i s t e d i n o u r N ew s l e t t e r number
f o u r ? We l l - - y o u w i l l have to l e a r n t h e answer as y o u r e a d t h e 1820!
1832 h i s t o r y i n t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n .

What b e t t e r t ime t h a n d u r i n g t h e y e a r o f Amer i ca ' s B i r t h day c o u l d we
sha re o u r Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r y w i t h o t h e r s , e s p e c i a l l y t h r u o u r
News l e t t e r . I am confiden t when y o u r e a d t h i s News l e t t e r and l e a r n o f
t h e wo r k a member o f o u r Assoc i a t i on , n o t l i v i n g i n Jackson Coun t y, has
done y o u w i l l want t o d o y o u r s ha r e d u r i n g 1976.

M r s . A l i c e R u t h Page , Se c r e t a r y
and E d i t o r , N ew s l e t t e r No. F i v e

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

Th i s is 1976 - TEE BICENTENNIAL YEAR!
A yea r to pause and cons ider.
To fi n d t h e meaning o f y ou r p e r s o n a l wo r l d .
To decide: Is t h i s r e a l l y what I wan t?
To r e d i s c o ve r t h e resou rces i n y o u r s e l f .
T o make a l o t o u t o f l i t t l e !
And t o have a l o t o f f u n d o i n g i t .

W e have , a t p r e s e n t , a f ew moments o f h i s t o r y i n wh i ch t o s o r t o u t o u r
p a s t and o u r p r e s e n t , t o dec ide what w e want t o k eep , what w e want t o
change , b e f o r e the f u t u r e i s i r r e vo cab l y u p on u s . The re i s an o l d maxim:
Use i t u p ; Wear i t o u t ; Make i t d o ; Do w i t hou t . W i t h a b i t o f a t w i s t ,
i t s u i t s 1976 fi n e . As a H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t ion , l e t us r e s o l v e to _
"use up " 1976 mak ing h i s t o r y f o r t h e Tr i cen tenn ia l ; l e t us w e a r ' o u t o u r
ene r g i e s in t h e p u r s u i t o f f reedom and happ iness ; l e t us e n j o y our r i c h
h e r i t a g e as it is w i t h o u t c r a v i n g to r e d o it w i t h c o s t l y , unnecessary
f r i l l s ; and l a s t , b u t n o t l e a s t , l e t u s l e a r n t o use wha t w e have t o
t he p o i n t o f e n j o y i n g do i ng w i t hou t t h e t h i n g s w e r e a l l y never needed
anyway. 1976 i s t h e p e r f e c t t i m e t o t a k e p r i d e i n r e fl e c t i n g o n t h e
p a s t a n d t o g a i n courage f o r a b r i g h t e r f u t u r e - t h e n w e can a l l j o i n
t o g e t h e r and be g r a t e f u l we a r e a v i t a l p a r t of 1976 - THE BICENTENNIAL
YEAR. .

Ann B. Chambless, P r e s i den t
Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l
Associat ion.

There w i l l be a me e t i n g o f t h e Execu t i ve Board Janua ry 18, 1976 a t
2 : 00 P. M . , S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l , . j u s t p r i o r o f t h e r e g u l a r p rog ram
mee t i n g o f t h e Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l A s so c i a t i o n .



7PROGRAM MEETING!

The r e g u l a r p rog rammee t i n g o f t h e Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t i on
w i l l b e J a n u a r y 18,1976 a t 2 : 3 0 P. M . i n t h e l a r g e c o u r t room o f t h e
S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l .

I t i s hoped a l l o u r members w i l l a t t e n d t h i s mee t i n g . The h i g h l i g h t o f
t h e p r o g r am w i l l b e t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l A s soc i a t i o n
1975 Award o f M e r i t t o M r s . C h r i s t i n e P. Sumner, a member o f t h i s As soc i a t !
i o n . Th i s p r e s e n t a t i o n w i l l b e made b y Sen a t o r John Bake r.

M r s . Sumner i s we l l k n own t o a l l o f u s f o r h e r a c t i v i t i e s aimed t o p rese r ve
t h e h i s t o r y o f Jackson C o u n t y . She i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e c omp l e t i o n o f
e i g h t a p p l i c a t i o n s o n h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s and s t r u c t u r e s i n Jackson Coun t y f o r
t h e Na t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s . M r s . Sumner ha s worked f o r many
yea rs w i t h t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l Commission t o make s u r e n o h ighway o r
b r i d g e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n t e r f e r e d w i t h any s i t e o r s t r u c t u r e o f h i s t o r i c a l
v a l u e i n Jackson C o u n t y . She i s p r e s e n t l y s e r v i n g o n t h e Adv i s o r y Board o f
t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l Commission and i s a member o f t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l
Associat ion.

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION OFFICERS FOR 1976:
Pres ident - - - - - - Ann B . Chamb less , Rou t e u , S c o t t s b o r o , A L 35768
F i r s t V i ce -P res i den t - Wa l t e r Hammer, P. O . Box 52, Sco t t sbo ro , AL 35768
Second V i c e -P r e s i d en t - Haze l Mat thews, ROB Tupe l o P i k e , S co t t s bo r o , AL 35768
S e c r e t a r y - - - - - - A l i c e Ru th Page , Rou te 1 , Box 11 , Woodv i l l e , AL 35776
T r e a s u r e r - - - - - - James (J im) E i f o r d , Rou t e 5 , Box 2 7 , S c o t t s b o r o , A L
D i r e c t o r s - - - - - - C e c i l Hodges, Rou te 2 , Box 335, Se c t i o n , A L 35771

R u t h M o r r i s , 712 Ade la ide S t r e e t , S tevenson , AL 35772
Rex Page , Rou t e 1 , Box 11 , Woodv i l l e , AL 35771
C h r i s t i n e P. Sumner, Rou te 5 , Box 123 , S c o t t s b o r o , A L

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE JACKSON COUNTY BICENTENNIAL COMMITTEE, Wa l t e r
Hammer, Cha i rman, upon t h e i r o f fi c i a l a p p r o v a l as an approved B i cen tenn ia l
community.

MORE CONGRATULATIONS: Ye s , ou r c ong r a t u l a t i o n s go o u t to Ca r l u s Page,
Chairman o f t h e Sco t t sbo ro B i cen tenn ia l Committee and Wa l te r Hammer,
Chairman o f t h e J a c k s o n Coun t y B i c e n t e n n i a l Committee f o r t h e m a g n i fi c e n t
fl o a t i n t h e S c o t t s b o r o Chr is tmas Parade. T h i s fl o a t won fi r s t p r i z e i n
i t s ? c a t e g o r y. These men, w i t h t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f o t h e r s , p u t many hou r s
o f h a r d wo r k and t h e i r p r i d e in t h i s fl o a t . Th i s was a work o f sp lendo r
because t h e fl o a t cap tu red a t r u e American B i c e n t e n n i a l h e a r t b e a t i n
t hose wa t ch i ng t he p a r a d e .

JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION MEMBER HONORED: Miss K a t h r y n
A rms t r o n g 0 ? Stevenson i s a I a d y o u r c o u n t y can b e p r o u d o f f o r h e r d e s i r e
t o p r e s e r v e some o f Jackson Coun t y h i s t o r y f o r f u t u r e g e ne r a t i o n s t o e n j o y .

On November 2h, 1975 Miss A rms t r o n g was hono red w i t h t h e 1975 Award o f
M e r i t . T h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n was made t o h e r b y R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B e t h e l S t a r k e y
who was r e p r e s e n t i n g Gove r no r George Wa l l a c e and M i l o B . Howard, J r . ,
Chairman of t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l Commission.

The Award was deserved b y M i s s A rms t r o n g f o r h e r t ime and e f f o r t s s p e n t
i n h a v i n g a l o g c a b i n , d a t i n g b a c k lhO y e a r s , moved f r om B e n n e t t ' s Cove
in t h e S tevenson , Jackson Coun t y, Alabama a r e a to t h e S tevenson P a r k . I n
t h i s l o c a t i o n M i s s Ann s t r o n g ' s e f f o r t s c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t h e c a b i n was
c omp l e t e l y r e s t o r e d t o i t ' s o r i g i n a l f o rm .

THOUGHT FOR THE NEW YEAR: "Don ' t k e e p f o r e v e r on t h e p u b l i c r o a d , g o i n g
o n l y where o t h e r s have gone . Leave t h e b e a t e n t r a c k o c c a s i o n a l l y and d i v e
i n t o t h e woods. Yo u w i l l be c e r t a i n to fi n d someth ing y o u have n e v e r seen
b e f o r e . O f cou rse , i t w i l l b e a l i t t l e t h i n g , b u t d o n o t i g n o r e i t . F b l l ow
i t u p , exPlore a l l around i t ; one d i s c o v e r y w i l l l e a d t o a n o t h e r , and
b e f o r e y o u know i t y o u w i l l have some th i ng w o r t h t h i n k i n g a b o u t t o occupy
you r mind . A l l r e a l l y b i g d i s cove r i e s a r e t h e r e s u l t s o f t hough t . "

A lexander Graham B e l l
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STATUE TO BE ERECTED 0N COURT HOUSE LAWN

GENANDREWJACKSOM
Soldier,Statesman,7‘;1President USA.
JacKSon CountywasC r eoteol byUna

State Legislature on December 131819
‘iwhile in session in Huntsville,Non. .

Gen.Andrew Jackson

!_

{The County was nomeol in honor of
Gen Andrew jar/Kean who was wettingjn m

' ' I Th 13'. t n] IgHUntste at the time, c cen en a

This statue was presented By the
citizens of Jackson County
during the year of the

T776 ' Bicentennm} ’ I976

I am sure t h a t a l l t h e members o f o u r H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t i on w i l l be
g l a d to l e a r n t h a t t h e Jackson Coun t y B icen tenn ia l Committee, i n 0 0 0 p e r a t ;
i o n w i t h t h e Sco t t s bo r o B i c en t enn i a l Commit tee, has commissioned Nashv i l l e
s c u l p t o r Pu r y ea r Mims t o d o o u r b u s t o f Andrew Jackson . M r . Mims p l a n s t o
have t h e s t a t u e r e a d y f o r u n v i e l i n g b y J u l y 1976. The b u s t a l o n e w i l l
b e fi v e f e e t t a l l a nd i t w i l l r e s t o n a two f o o t b a se , mak i n g a t o t a l
h e i g h t ‘ o f seven f e e t . ‘

The s k e t c h above o f t h e b u s t i s a n i l l u s t r a t i o n t o show t h e s i z e i n
compa r i s on t o man. The i n s c r i p t i o n o n t h e b u s t i s a l s o i l l u s t r a t e d
above.

I know t h a t t h e members o f t h e Jackson Coun t y B i cen tenn ia l Committee
and t he Sco t t s bo r o B i c en t enn i a l Commit tee can coun t on y o u r s uppo r t
f o r t h i s p r o j e c t .

Wa l t e r Hammer, Cha i rman .
J a c k s on Coun t y B icen tenn ia l Committee

EDITOR'S NOTE: We want t o e x t e n d o u r g r e a t a p p r e c i a t i o n t o M r s . Nancy
Hammer Bradford f o r s k e t c h i n g t h e i l l u s t r a t i o n s w e have u sed above.
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. REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIERS WHO LIVED IN JACKSON, COUNTY, ALABAMA AFTER
'THE WAR FOR INDEPENDENCE:

Bicentennial events of 1975 g e n e r a t e d a new h i g h in American p a t r i o t i s m .
I n 1976, i t seems even more u r g e n t t o recogn i ze those Revo lu t i ona ry War
P a t r i o t s who l a t e r l i v e d i n Jackson C o u n t y , Alabama. The f o l l o w i n g l i s t o f
51 ve te rans was c o m p i l e d by Eun ice Ma t thews and Ann B. Chambless. On ly
2 2 o f t h e 5 1 P a t r i o t s l i s t e d a r e known t o have d i e d i n Jackson C o u n t y.
O f t h e s e 22, w e have t o accept f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n f o r a f e w due t o l a c k
of grave m a r k e r s , B i b l e r e c o r d s , or o t h e r l e g a l p r o o f . Newspaper obituaries
f o u n d f o r s e v e r a l d i d n o t i n c l u d e t h e a c t u a l grave s i t e . L e t u s r e s o l v e
t o k e e p t h i s l i s t o f P a t r i o t s b e f o r e u s i n 1976 and make a n a l l - o u t e f f o r t
t o l o c a t e and mark t h e graves o f t h e s e d e s e r v i n g Jackson C o u n t y, Alabama '
p i o n e e r s . We cannot expec t f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s t o deve lop a p r i d e i n t h e i r
ancestors i f we do n o t a c t now to p r e s e r v e t h e i r i d e n t i t y and accompl ishments .

1. #ALLEN, Ananias: D ied in Jackson C o u n t y in 18h0. B u r i e d in f a m i l y
cemetery abou t e i g h t m i l e s f r o m Stevenson . Grave marked by DAR.

2. ATCHLEY, Abraham: Resided in Jackson Coun ty in 18h3: age 82 or 8h.
(Pension a p p l i c a t i o n s )

3.- AUSTILL, Malone: Resided in Jackson Coun t y in 1838 - age 73.
(Pens ion a p p l i c a t i o n )

h. BODLEY, John : Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 1833-3h - age 72.
‘(Pension A p p l i c a t i o n )

5. BOSHART, Rudolph: L i v e d in Jackson C o u n t y in 1830, b u t d i e d in
M a r s h a l l C o u n t y , Alabama.

6. *BRYANT, J o h n : Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 18h0 - age 85.
D ied in Jackson C o u n t y on 3-29-18h2 ( B i b l e R e c o r d s . ) Bur ied WHERE???

7 . BRYANT, : Widow was E l i z a b e t h B r y a n t , who was age 7 1 i n 18h0
and was I I v I n g w i t h H . M. B r y a n t i n Jackson C o u n t y.

8. BUSBY, John: Resided in Jackson Coun t y in 1840 - age 80-90.
9. CARGILL, Thomas: Resided in Jackson Coun ty in t h e 1830's, b u t he

was l i v i n g i n M a r s h a l l Coun ty i n 18h0 - age 77.
10 . *CARLTON, Si las : Died in Jackson C o u n t y on 6-2-1837. Bur ied WHERE????I

1 1 . * C l a r k , Lewis : Resided i n Jackson C o u n t y i n 18h0 - age 77. D ied i n
Jackson C o u n t y on 1-12-18h2. F a m i l y t r a d i t i o n says he is b u r i e d in
Jackson C o u n t y. WHERE????

1 2 . COTTON, James: L i ved in Jackson C o u n t y and C o t t o n Cove named f o r h im ,
butspegsgon pape rs say he d i e d in McNai ry C o u n t y, Tennessee on
2-1 -1 3

13. *DAVIS, W i l l i a m : Died on 8-19-18u8 in Jackson C o u n t y . B u r i e d in
P r o c t o r Cemetery in Maynard 's Cove. Grave marked by DAR.

1h. *DUNCAN, John: D ied in Jackson C o u n t y on 5-3-18hh (Pension)
B u r i e d WHERE???

15. 'EDMONDSON, John : P r o b a b l y d i e d in F u l t o n C o u n t y , I l l i n o i s where he
was l i v i n g i n 18h3 a t age o f 82. Pens ion a p p l i c a t i o n shows h e l i v e d
in Jackson Coun ty at one t i m e .

16. *FLETCHER, W i l l i a m : D ied in Jackson C o u n t y on 11-27!1837.
( P e n s i o n a p p l i c a t i o n . ) Bur ied WHERE???

l 7 . FORBUS, A lexander : Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 1830 - age 60-70.
18. *FOSTOR, Richard : Made deed in Jackson County on 2!2h-l835, Jackson

C o u n t y Deed Book E, page 3&8. D i e d in Jackson C o u n t y p e r F o s t o r
descendants. ‘

l 9 . GILLIAM, Jourdan : Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 1837 at age of 1 5.
That age (105) w o u l d suggest Jackson C o u n t y as p l a c e of dea th .

20. *HAMMAN, P h i l l i p : Died in Jackson C o u n t y on 8-3-1832. Grave marked
by DAR. .

( h )



' REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIERS ( c o n t i n u e d )

8 21.

22.

23.

2h.

25.
26.

*HOLLAND, W i l l i a m : D ied in Jackson C o u n t y and buried in t h e Ho l l and
F a m i l y Cemetery in Maynards Cove .

*JACKSON, John: D i e d on 11-30-1833 in Jackson C o u n t y. B u r i e d in t h e
R o b e r t s o n Cemete ry i n L o n g h o l l o w.

JAGGERS, Jeremiah: Resided in Jackson County f o r some t i m e b u t was
l i v i n g in Madison C o u n t y in 183k at age of 86.

JENKINS, W i l l i a m : Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 183h - age 73.
y i n P i k e Cof t y, Arkansas on 10-lh-18h2. ( P e n s i o n Papers . )

PePnNSOD§NEb, John: Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 1830 - age 60-70.
*MATTHEWS, Ben jamin : Resided in Jackson C o u n t y where he d i e d 0n9-2-1814.0. B u r i e dgw RE??? ,
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28.

29.

3o.

‘31.

32.

33.
3’4!

35.

36.
37.

38.

39.

ho.
h l .
h2.
h3.
h t .
us.

“.6.

J o a n n a M c A n n e l l y r e s i d e d i n Jackson C o u n t y
i n l8h0 and drew a p e n s i o n , a s a widow.

McCORMICK, Joseph : P robab l d i e d in Jackson Coun ty where he
r e s i d e d i n 18h0 a t the a @ o f 96.
*McCRAVEY, John : Moved to Jackson C o u n t y, Alabama f r o m F r a n k l i n
C o u n t y, Tennessee and was l i v i n g w i t h h i s d a u g h t e r , M r s . Thomas
Coleman in l8h0. D i e d in J a c k s o n C o u n t y, Alabama and is t h o u g h t to
have b e e n b u r i e d i n t h e Roach C e m e t e r y.

*McCUTCHEN, John : D i e d on 1-17-1835 in Jackson County and b u r i e d in
t h e Rober tson Ceme te r y i n L o n g h o l l o w. Grave Marked b y DAR.

McDEARMAN, Thomas: Resided in Jackson Coun ty at one t i m e b u t was
l i v i n g i n Lauderdale C o u n t y, M i s s i s s i p p i i n 1839 a t t h e age o f 87.
*McDUFF, D a n i e l : D ied on 3-26-1831, p r o b a b l y in Jackson C o u n t y,
a c c o r d i n g t o Jackson County Deed Book D . , page 172.
*McGEHEE, Wi l l i am: Died in Jackson C o u n t y on §-1-1836. Bur ied WHERE???

*MORRIS, John, S r . : D ied in Jackson C o u n t y on 7-16-18hh, a c c o r d i n g ,
to p e n s i o n papers . Buried WHERE??? He was a member of t h e Mud Creek
P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t Church.

PEARCE (PIERCE), James: Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 1830 - age 60-70.
Most l i k e l y d i e d in Jackson C o u n t y as h i s widow was found on 1850
Jackson Coun t y census. B u r i e d WHERE???

*RICE, Ned ( c o l o r e d ) : Died i n 1859 i n Jackson Coun t y a t age o f 107.
*ROUNSAVALL, John , S r . : D i e d in Jackson C o u n t y on 8-13-18h0. Bur ied
i n Woods Cove i n Freeman C e m e t e r y.

ROWAN, Samuel : Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 1833 at age of 70. D ied
in DeKalb Coun ty on 3-18-1837.
*RUSSELL, Thomas, S r . : D i e d in Jackson Coun t y on 7-11-1850,
a c c o r d i n g t o newspaper o b i t .

SAMPLE ( Y ) , J e s s e : Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 18h0 - age 79.
SMITH, James: Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 18h0 - age 81.
SMITH, John: Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in l8h0 - age 77.
SUMMERS, John: Resided n e a r B e l l e f o n t e when a p p l y i n g f o r p e n s i o n .

TOWNSEND, Joshua: Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 18h0 - age 80.
*TRIBBLE, E l i j a h : r e s i d e d in Jackson C o u n t y in 183h - age 80.
Died on 5-22-18h0 a c c o r d i n g to p e n s i o n p a p e r s . Fami l y t r a d i t i o n
says h e i s b u r i e d i n J a c k s o n C o u n t y .

VAUGHN, Abner: Resided i n Jackson C o u n t y a c c o r d i n g t o p e n s i o n
application.

(5)



‘ REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIERS (con t i nued )

#7. WEST, Samuel: Resided in Jackson Coun t y at one t i m e b u t was l i v i n g
i n M a r s h a l l c o u n t y i n 18h0 a t age o f 103.

M8. WHITE, James: Resided in Jackson C o u n t y in 183R. D i e d in A u g u s t , 18k0
a t age o f 79, a c c o r d i n g t o p e n s i o n p a p e r s . P l a c e o f d e a t h n o t s t a t e d ,
b u t c o u l d be Jackson C o u n t y.

R9. WILLIAMS, Thomas: Resided in Jackson County in 1830 - age 80-90.
50. *WILSON, W i l l i a m : D i e d in J a c k s o n Coun ty and b u r i e d in Roach Cemetery.

51. WOOD, John : Resided in Jackson County in 18u0 - age 89.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! _ - ! - ! ! ! ! ! ! - ! - ! ! - ! ! - ! ! - ! ! ! - - - "
EDITOR'S NOTE: A g a i n M r s . S a n d r a S h e l t o n B u r n e y, Montgomery, Alabama,
a member o f t h e Jackson Coun ty H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t i on , has p r o v i d e d us
w i t h h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s a b o u t Jackson County f o r o u r N e w s l e t t e r . The
f o l l o w i n g M i l i t a r y R e g i s t e r o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y, Alabama was o b t a i n b y
S a n d r a f r o m t h e Alabama A r c h i v e s L i b r a r y .

NAMES

Lewis K i r b y
James S m i t h
W i l l i a m T h o r n t o n
N a t h a n i a l H i l l i o n
E u r i s Hous ton
A u s t i n K e n d r i c k
J o h n Beason
G i l e s M c N u l t y
John Brewer
I s a a c  C l a r k e
James R u t h e r f o r d
C h a r l e s Edwards
Rober t M o r r i s
John  Smi th
Hyram Walker
Hez Pickens
W i l l i a m P r u i t t
John  Howar t
( o r John S t e w a r t )
Samue l McGehee
W i l l i a m  K i n g
W i l l i a m C l a r k e
I s a a c Ged ion ?
( o r I s h a m Gideon)

Mark H o l o r ?
( o r Mark H o l d e r )
J ame 3 Brown
W i l l i a m S n a r e
E l i a s N e l s o n
J o h n Rachele
W i l l i a m B a k e r
John C l a y
James Weaver
W i l l i a m  S c o t t
J o h n Sexon ?
( o r J o h n Sex ton)
Jeremiah Matthews

NAME

N a t h a n i e l H i l l i o n
E u r i s Hous ton
A u s t i n K e n d r i c k
John Beason
G i l e s M c N u l t y
John Brewer
I s a a c C l a r k

MILITARY REGISTER - STATE M I L I T I A
Volume 1 - 1820 - Page 3h
Jackson C o u n t y - l s t Regiment

RANK

C o l .
L t . C o l .
M a j o r
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
Capt o
C a p t .
Lieut e
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .

L i e u t .
L i e u t .
Lieut e
L i e u t .

L i e u t .

E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n

E n s i g n

WHEN COM'D. WHEN RES. REMARKS

28 March
28 March
28 March

J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y

J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y

J u l y

J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y

J u l y

MILITARY REGISTER - STATE MILITIA
Volume 2 - 1820-1832 - Page 2
J a c k s o n County l s t . D i v i s i o n , l s t . B r i g a d e , l s t . Regiment

RANK

C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .

WHEN COM'D. WHEN RES. REMARKS

J u l y 1820
J u l y 1820
J u l y 1820
J u l y 1820
J u l y 1820 2 9 May 1821
J u l y 1820 1 8 A p r i l 1823
J u l y 1820 7 March 1823

( 9 .



g M1LITARY REGISTER - STATE M I L I T I A Volume 2 - 1820-1832 page 2 ( e d n t i n u e d )

NAME

James Ruther ford
Char l es Edwards
Rober t M o r r i s
John Lusk
Isam Pend ig rass
John Hampton
John K. Ta t e
Joseph F. F r a z i e r

-James H o l l a n d
R o b e r t B r o w n i n g
Arch iba ld D i c k e r s o n
Stephen  B i shop
W i l l i a m T. Wa l k e r
C a l e b  B r o w n i n g
John Ta y l o r
A .  F.  H a r g i s s

RANK

C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
Capt o
C a p t .
Capt e
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
Capt e
C a p t .
C a p t .
Capt o
Capt o
C a p t .

James Campbe l l flflysfiqcapt.
CW i l l i a m B lanche t

Owen Rork
G e o r g e G i f f o r d
J o e l Mat thews
Duncan D ickerson
B r a n t l e y W r i g h t
Jos iah Wynn
Jacob T a l l y
L e v i Rash
Hi ram P i e r c e
S a m u e l  F.  T h o m p s o n
Joab P o t t e r
James Hawk
W i l l i a m H a n e y
Samuel B. Moore
.Young S e l l a r s
John G.  Walker
Franc is Renshaw
W i l l i a m  H .  Tu r n e r

Volume 2 - Page 3

Jeremiah H e s t e r

Volume 2 - Page A

H i r a m Wa l k e r
Hezekiah Pickens
W i l l i a m P r e w e t t

a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
Capt o
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
C a p t .
Capt e
C a p t .
Capt e
Capt o
C a p t .
C a p t .
Capt o
C a p t .

C a p t .

L i e u t .
L i e u t .
Lieut a

John H o w a r t 2 ( S t e w a r t ) L i e u t .
Samuel McGehee
W i l l i a m C l a r k
Isham Gideon
Mark H o l d e r
Jabez Perk ins

Arch iba ld  D ickson
Adam.Sel f
Absalom H i l l i o n
G e o r g e G r i f fi t h
Lampton Tu c k e r
H e n r y Johns ton
R o b e r t Dav idson
John Ta y l o r
.John M a r t i n
P h i l i p W i l l i a m s
W i l l i a m  P r o c t o r
Joseph  H .  B rad fo rd
Anse l Ward
W i l l i a m  M c A l l i s t e r
W i l l i a m Ward
E l l i s o n S m i t h
John Leakey
Joshua K i r b y
Rober t C . P r i c e
Shipman Read
L e v i Rash

Lieut o
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .

L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
Lieut o
L i e u t .
A d j u t a n t
Paymaster
Quartermaster
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
Paymaster
Quartermaster
L i e u t .
L i e u t .

WHEN GOM'D.

8 J u l y 1820
8 J u l y 1820
8 J u l y 1820
29 May 1821
20 July1820
2 h J u l y 1820
2 k A u g . 1822
ll  Nov.1822
27 Dec.1822
27 Dec.1822
7 M a r . 1823
18 Apr.1823
2h May 1823
23 July l823
3O Aug.182h
30 Aug.182h
30 Aug.182u
A D e c . 1824
h D e c . 182R
b D e c . 182R
18 Feb.1825
1 8 F e b . 1825
8 O c t . 1825
20
20
20
20
20

Dec.1828
Dec.1828
Nov.1829
Nov.l829
Nov.1829

l7 Nov.1829
8 O c t . 1831

16 Jan.1832

1820
1820
1820
1820
1820
1820

J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
, J u l y
J u l y
J u l y
J u l y 1820
J u l y 1820
Mar.1821

29 May1821
1 June 1822
2 1 J u l y 1820
2 1 J u l y 1820
11 N o v. 1822
2 0 D 6 0 . 1822
20 Dec.1822
2 0 D e c . 1822
7 M a r . 1823
7 M a r . 1823
11
11
ll
18
30
3O
30

A p r . 1823
A p r . 1823
Apr.1823
Aug.182h
Aug.182h
Aug.182h

30 Aug.182h
30 Aug.182h
A D e c . 182a
h Dec.182h

( 7 )

Sept . l826
Sept . l826.
S e p t . 1826
S e p t . 1826
Sept.1826 22

N o v. 1829

A p r . 1823

WHEN RES.

2? Dec.1822
20

28
3o
30
2h
28
30

May 1823
Oct.182h
Aug.182h

28

20
20

Mar.1825
Aug.1826
Aug.1826

Mar.1828

27 Dec.1822
27 Dec.1822
26 Jan.1823
7 Mar.1823
18 Apr.1823

7 M a r . 1823
30 Aug.182h
20 Aug.1826
30 Aug.182h

3 0 A u g . 182h
3 0 A u g . 182R
2 8 O c t . 182A
2 July,182S

20 Aug.1826

A u g . 1826

O c t . 182h
A u g . 182h
Aug. 182h

A u g . 1826

REMARKS

Resigned

R i fl e m a n
C a v a l r y
Resigned
Promotion
Resigned

Res igned
Resigned
Promot ion
R i fl e Company
Removed

James T h o r n t o n
V i c e J .  R .  Ta t e
Res igned
John
V i c e
V i c e
Vi ce
V i c e

'  V i c e

Vice
V i c e
V i c e
V i c e
Vice
ViCe

v01 0
Vice

Ta y l o r
A .D ickerson
G .  G i f f o r d
J .  Mat thews
R .  M o r r i s
T.  L a n p a n ?

D.Dickerson
J o  L G a k y
S.  Thompson
J . L . P o t t e r
J.Hawk
G.W.Saunder

In . .“

C a v a l r y
W.  Love

Vacancy fi l l e d
i n 35th R e g y.
Promoted

R i fl e Company
C a v a l r y
Removed
Resigned
Res igned

C a v a l r y

Res igned

Res igned

V i c e - M c A l l i s t e r
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DUES:

NAME

J o h n  C . P r o c t o r
Jeremiah B o n n i n g
W i l l i a m  R a u l i n s
Hiam P i e r c e
A l f r e d Moore
D a v i d Leonard
S h e l b y U s r y
C a l e b  T u r k
N i c h o l a s  B r o y l e s
Jacob  Ca rnes
John Hudson
J o s e p h P. F r a z i e r
Dav id C a w fi e l d

Volume 2 - Page 5

James P o t t e r
R ichard M c D u f f

R e c t o r
I s a a c Hend r i cks
Thomas B.

Volume 2

James Brown
W i l l i a m Snare
E l i a s N e l s o n
J o h n Rache l
W i l l i a m B a k e r
James Weaver
W i l l i a m  S c o t t

-  Page 6

John Saxon (Sex ton )
Jeremiah Matthews
Shipman Reed
N a t h a n i e l Hickman
John B r y a n t
Dav id L a r k i n
Joseph C o l l i n s
John M i t c h e l l
Yo u n g  A .  P o o l
George J u s t i c e
James A b b o t t
Je remiah  Burks
G e o r g e B y f o r d
Joseph Marmon
C h r i s t o p h e r R i f f e
M i t c h e l l H i l l
W i l l i a m M o r g a n
C h a r l e s I v y
W i l l i a m Biggs
Thomas B r y a n t
Dea ton M u r r y
.Hamon Candy
Edward P o t t s
W i l l i a m K i z z i a
Hi ram S t o t s

RANK

Lieut e
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
Lieut o
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
Lieut e
Lieut o
L i e u t .
Paymaster
A d j u t a n t
Quartermaster

L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .
L i e u t .

E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
Ens ign
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
C o r n e t
E n s i g n
Ens ign
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
C o r n e t
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n
E n s i g n

WHEN COM'D WHEN RES.

18 Feb.1825 27 July1825
8 Oct . 1825
8 O c t . 1825
8 Oct .
20
20
20
20
23
23
23

D e c .
Dec 0
Dec.

1825
Sept.1826
Sept.1826
S e p t . 1826
S e p t . 1826

1828
1828
1828
1828
1828

D e c .
Dec .

23
23

1829
1829
1829
1832

N o v .
N o v .
N o v.
J a n .

1820
1820
1820
1820
1820
1820
1820
1820
1820

y 1821
2 h J u l y 1820
2 n J u l y 1820
11 N o v . 1822
2 7 D e c . 1822
2 7 D e c . 1822
27 Dec. 1822
7 M a r . 1823
7 M a r . 1823
1 8 A p r . 1823
3 0 A u g . 182A
30 Aug.182h
3 0 A p r . 182a
28 Dec.182h
A D e c . 182A
18 Feb.1825
8 O c t . 1825
8 O c t . 1825
20 Sept.1826
2 0 S e p t . 1826
2 0 S e p t . 1826
2 3 D e c . 1828
2 3 D e c . 1828

8  J u l y
8  Ju l y
8  Ju l y
8  Ju l y
8  Ju l y
8  Ju ly
8  Ju l y3 July

7 M a r . 1823
27 Dee. 1822
27 Dec. 1822
1 8 A p r ; 1823
7 M a r . 1823
30 Aug.182u
20 Aug.1826
3 0 A u g . 182k
30 Aug.l82h

28

20 Aug.l826
2 3 J u l y 1825
2 0 A u g . 1826
7 J u l y 1828

Oct.182h

REMARKS

V i c e

,  Vice
V i c e
V i c e
V i c e
V i c e
Vi ce
V i c e
V i c e
Vice

D.Dickerson

C .  P r o c t o r
E .  S m i t h
I . F i t o n s ?
L .  R a s h
H .  J o h n s o n
J . C . P r o c t o r
Jo NichOIS
R .  C h i l d e r s
Wm.Proctor

V i c e R . I v y

V i c e
V o l .
V i c e
Vi ce

H.
C a v a l r y
N .  B r o y l e
Wm. Mopey

R i fl e Company
C a v a l r y - r e m o v e d
Resigned
Resigned
Resigned
Resigned
C a v a l r y
Resigned

Removed
Resigned
V i c e B u r k s U s r y
V i c e W. H e l p a 6
V i c e  J .
V i c e  C .
Vice
Vice
Vice Wm.Morgan
Vice D . S m i t h
Vice C. I v y

Abbot
R i f f e

I .  M a n n e r

A c c o r d i n g t o o u r ByFLaws, A r t i c l e I V , S e c t i o n 1 , The dues f o r
a n n u a l membership s h a l l be $7.50. These dues s h a l l be p a y a b l e at t h e
fi r s t m e e t i n g i n J a n u a r y and s h a l l b e d e l i n q u e n t b y t h e fi r s t m e e t i n g
i n A p r i l . To those p e o p l e w i s h i n g t o m a i l i n t h e i r dues t h e f o l l o w i n g
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r o v i d e d .

Make c h e c k s p a y a b l e t o : Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l AsSociation.
M a i l checks t o :

P l e a s e p r o v i d e : Name

M r . James H.
Route 5 , B o x 27
S c o t t s b o r o , A L 35768

E i f o r d

Address
C i t y

M i t c h e l l

I .  C o l l i n s



JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER NO. S I X A p r i l 5, 1976
I n t h i s i s s u e o f o u r N e w s l e t t e r i s n o t e d p r e s e n t h i s t o r y b e i n g made
i n S t e v e n s o n , J a c k s o n C o u n t y , Alabama. I have a l s o done m y b e s t t o
p u b l i s h some o f t h e p a s t h i s t o r y o f t h i s town. I f e e l t h e r e a r e o t h e r
p o r t i o n s i n t h e h i s t o r y o f S t e v e n s o n w h i c h s h o u l d have b e e n touched
o n . H o p e f u l l y t h i s N e w s l e t t e r w i l l s t i m u l a t e t h e c i t i z e n s o f S t e v e n s o n
and t h e c i t i z e n s o f o t h e r a r e a s o f t h i s coun ty t o p u t f o r t h a n e f f o r t
t o p r o v i d e m e w i t h a r t i c l e s f o r o u r n e x t N e w s l e t t e r .

H r s . A l i c e R u t h Page , S e c r e t a r y
and E d i t o r , N e w s l e t t e r N o . S i x

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

I n response t o t h e l i s t o f R e v o l u t i o n a r y War S o l d i e r s who l a t e r l i v e d
i n Jackson C o u n t y, Alabama a s p r i n t e d i n N e w s l e t t e r N o . F i v e , M r s . H . H .
C h r i s t i a n o f W i l l i a m s b u r g , V i r g i n i a was k i n d enough t o a d v i s e t h a t h e r
a n c e s t o r, Thomas R u s s e l l i s b u r i e d i n t h e D o r a n ' s Cove C e m e t e r y. H i s
grave marker r e a d s : b o r n 6-7-1761, d i e d 7-11-1850, m a r r i e d 12-2-178h.

‘ H i s w i f e was Tab i t ha Jenkins R u s s e l l , a n d h e r g rave m a r k e r r e a d s : b o r n
6-1h-1770 and d i e d 1-13-1861. A m a r k e r t o donote h i s R e v o l u t i o n a r y
War s e r v i c e i s b e i n g o r d e r e d . S i m i l a r m a r k e r s f o r P a t r i o t s J o h n
R o u n s a v a l l , S r . , and John J a c k s o n , S r . , have b e e n d e l i v e r e d . A n e a r l y
F a l l u n v e i l i n g i s o u r g o a l and y o u w i l l h e a r more a b o u t t h i s p r o j e c t
l a t e r . D o y o u know o f o t h e r m a r k e r s w h i c h s h o u l d b e o r d e r e d and i n c l u d e d
i n t h i s p r o j e c t ? (The Ve t e r a n s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i l l f u r n i s h a f r e e B o v ' t
marke r f o r veterans of any w a r. ) What b e t t e r t ime t h a n o u r Bicentennial
Ye a r to h o n o r t h e memory of t h e American P a t r i o t s who r i s k e d t h e i r l i v e s
and f o r t u n e s to e s t a b l i s h and secure o u r independance and freedom?

A n n B. Chambless , President‘
Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l
Assoc ia t ion .

PROGRAM MEETING A p r i l 11: 1926
The A p r i l program m e e t i n g has b e e n changed f r o m t h e t h i r d to t h e second
Sunday s i n c e E a s t e r f a l l s o n t h e t h i r d Sunday. P lease m a r k y o u r c a l e n d a r
a c c o r d i n g l y .

M r . W. Warner F l o y d of Montgomery w i l l be o u r gues t s p e a k e r . In 1967,
t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l Commission was o rgan i zed a s t h e S t a t e A g e n c y
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r r e s t o r a t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n o f h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n
Alabama and M r . F l o y d became t h e fi r s t (and o n l y ) Execu t i ve D i r e c t o r .
A s Execu t i ve D i r e c t o r , h e i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a d d i n g h i s t o r i c landmarks
t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P l a c e s , m a i n t a i n i n g t h e S t a t e
i n v e n t o r y o f same, and f o r a d m i n i s t e r i n g g ran ts f o r restoration/
p r e s e r v a t i o n p r o j e c t s .

A n a t i v e o f L u v e r n e , Alabama, M r . F l o y d grew u p i n T r o y and i s a g r a d u a t e
o f T r o y S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y . H e d i d g r a d u a t e work a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f
Alabama and Auburn U n i v e r s i t y i n Montgomery and a t t e n d e d Jones Law S c h o o l .
H e i s a B a p t i s t , a Mason , a R o t i a r i a n , a f o r m e r J a y c e e and Kiwanian, a
U . 8 . A rmy Ve t e r a n , a f o r m e r e d i t o r o f t h e Alabama C o n s e r v a t i o n magaz ine ,
and a n o f fi c e r and member o f s e v e r a l p r o f e s s i o n a l and c i v i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s .
M r . F l o y d i s l i s t e d i n Who's Who i n Alabama and P e r s o n a l i t i e s o f t h e S o u t h .
H e i s a f o r m e r school p r i n c i p a l i n L o u i s v i l l e , Alabama, s e r v e d f o r some
t ime as Voca t i on Educa t i on Coo rd ina to r a t G r e e n v i l l e , and once was a
t r a v e l p r o m o t i o n s u p e r v i s o r f o r t h e S t a t e B u r e a u o f P u b l i c i t y .

A p r i l 1 1 t h w i l l m a r k M r . F l o y d ' s fi r s t v i s i t t o Jackson C o u n t y , and i t
i s a d i s t i n c t h o n o r to have a gent leman of h i s s t a t u e v i s i t w i t h u s .
L e t ' s g i v e h i m a b i g "H igh Jackson" welcome!

There w i l l be a m e e t i n g of t h e Execut ive Board A p r i l 11 , 1976 at
2:00 P. H . , S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l , j u s t p r i o r o f t h e r e g u l a r program
m e e t i n g o f t h e Jackson C o u n t y Historical Assoc ia t i on .
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A GREAT SERVICE PERFORMED

The Jackson C o u n t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n h a s p e r f o r m e d a g r e a t
s e r v i c e t o t h i s c o u n t y d u r i n g t h e p a s t y e a r . T h i s a s s o c i a t i o n was t h e
mov ing f o r c e f o r n a t i o n a l l y r e c o g n i z e d B i c e n t e n n i a l committees. Yo u
c a n b e p r o u d t h a t a s members and w o r k e r s i n t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n , d u r i n g
t h e p a s t y e a r , J a c k s o n County c i t i z e n s have n o t o n l y been made aware
o f t h e i r l o c a l H e r i t a '76 b u t t h a t hundreds have p a r t i c i p a t e d i na sco re of Bicentennial projects m a k i n g F e s t i v a l USA a l a s t i n g
s u c c e s s .

Wem u s t now turn t o H o r i z o n '%6, a n d t r y t o w o r k o n t h i n g s t h a t w i l l
h e l p t h e f u t u r e c i t i z e n s o f s c o u n t y . These t h i n g s must b e o f a
permanent n a t u r e . Some of t h e p r o j e c t s a r e a downtown m i n i p a r k in
B r i d g e p o r t , r e n o v a t i o n o f F b r t B a r k e r and t h e Depot i n Stevenson,
a $600 s l i d e and n a r r a t i o n p r o j e c t o n Jackson County p o i n t s o f i n t e r e s t
sponso red b y t h e S c o t t s b o r o Commit tee, and t h e u n v e i l i n g o f t h e Andrew
J a c k s o n B u s t o n t h e C o u r t House S q u a r e i n J u n e .

The S p i r i t o f '76 was n o t o n l y t h e n , b u t i t i s now.

Thanks f o r y o u r o u t s t a n d i n g s u p p o r t ,
Wa l t Hammer, Vice Pres iden t

M a r c h 3 , 1976
Ann Barbee Chambless
R. R. #h, Barbee Lane
S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama 35768
My D e a r M r s . Chambless :

Thank y o u s o much f o r y o u r r e c e n t l e t t e r d a t e d F e b r u a r y an, 1976,
r e g a r d i n g t h e p r o b a b l e b u r i a l p l a c e o f one o f m y ancestors who d i e d
in Stevenson, Alabama, on October 1 3 , 1863.
Yo u r l e t t e r was q u i t e i n t e r e s t i n g and in fo rma t i ve . From what y o u t o l d
m e and f r o m what I can a s c e r t a i n f r o m cop ies o f t h i s m i l i t a r y r e c o r d s ,
i t seems q u i t e l i k e l y t h a t h e was b u r i e d i n t h e n e a r v i c i n i t y o f where
h e  d i e d .

I ame n c l o s i n g to y o u a coup le of cop ies f r o m Nicholas"file f o r y o u r
i n s p e c t i o n o r in fo rmat ion . Note t h a t under "N0. & l o c a l i t y o f grave"
i t says 92. D o y o u suppose t h i s i n d i c a t e s a c e r t a i n s p o t i n a n a rea
t h e n des igna ted f o r t h e b u r i a l s ? Yo u ment ioned t h a t pe rhaps sometime
i n t h e f u t u r e t h e a r e a m i g h t b e deve loped i n t o a h i s t o r i c a l a r e a . T h i s
wou ld b e i n t e r e s t i n g i f a cemetery o r o t h e r a r e a was p l o t t e d a t t h a t
t i m e and g rave p l a c e s numbered.

We s h o u l d l i k e to come t h e r e sometime to v i s i t and would l o v e to c a l l
o n y o u t o p e r s o n a l l y t h a n k y o u f o r t h i s l e t t e r . M y s t e p s o n (my w i f e ' s
s o n ) was a t one t i m e i n a h o s p i t a l i n B r i d g e p o r t , f r o m a n auto a c c i d e n t ,
and t h e l o c a l p e o p l e t h e r e were q u i t e h e l p f u l t o them a t t h a t t ime .
C o n s e q u e n t l y, t h i s a r e a i s o f g r e a t i n t e r e s t t o b o t h she and I .

Once a g a i n , t h a n k y o u s o much f o r y o u r l e t t e r . I t was s o k i n d o f y o u
t o answer r e g a r d i n g m y i n q u i r y . I s h a l l p l a c e y o u r l e t t e r i n m y f a m i l y
fi l e s .

V e r y t r u l y y o u r s ,

P h i l l i p D . Maners
R. R. #1, B o x 191A
U n i o n v i l l e , I n d i a n a h7h68

* N i c h o l a s B . Manors d i e d a t G e n e r a l F i e l d H o s p i t a l N o . 1 l o c a t e d a t
S t e v e n s o n , Alabama a c c o r d i n g t o h i s m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e r e c o r d f u r n i s h e d
by t h e N a t ' l A r c h i v e s in Wash ing ton , D . G . M r . Maners was a P r i v a t e
i n Company G o f t h e 82nd I n d i a n a I n f a n t r y and d i e d a s a r e s u l t o f a g u n
s h o t wound t h r o u g h h i s t h i g h r e c e i v e d in t h e B a t t l e of Chickamauga in
1863. A c c o r d i n g to U. S. S u r g e o n J. M. K i b b i n r e p o r t d a t e d 10-2581863,
N i c h o l a s B . Maners was a s s i g n e d grave number 9 2 i n t h e S t e v e n s o n F e d e r a l
b u r i a l g r o u n d . T h i s i s i n d i c a t i v e o f t h e n u m b e r o f m i l i t a r y b u r i a l s b y O c t . !
1863 in o r n e a r F o r t Harke r.



HISTORY IN THE MAKING IN STEVENSON, ALABAMA

The B icen tenn ia l c e l e b r a t i o n in S t e v e n s o n h a s b e e n a combina t iono f
g r e a t teamwork b y t h e t own o f fi c i a l s and t h e B i c en t enn i a l Committee
w i t h t h e f u l l suppo r t o f a l l c i t i z e n s .

I t h a s b een s a i d t h a t t o o many p r o j e c t s have been unde r t a k e n f o r t h e
t i m e a l l o tm e n t o f one y e a r . R e s u l t s s o f a r have been amaz ing! Most o f
t h e proposed p r o j e c t s a r e g o i n g to be accomp l i shed .

The committee o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m e e t i n g was h e l d i n J u l y , 1975 w i t h
a b o u t fi f t e e n i n t e r e s t e d peop l e a t t e n d i n g . Eve ryone p r e s e n t sha red a
m u t u a l i n t e r e s t , S t e venson h i s t o r y and a l o v e f o r t h i s communi ty. From
t h e v e r y fi r s t , t h i n g s began t o c l i c k . I d e a s were sugges ted and d i s cussed .
Each s ugge s t i o n l e d t o o t h e r s wh i c h made u s r e a l i z e we must s e t u p a
l i s t o f p r o j e c t s f r o m wh i c h t o w o r k . P r i o r i t y was ass i gned t o p l a n s
wh i ch wou ld t o u ch community needs and i n v o l v e t h e most peOp l e .

The " o f fi c i a l " boundar ies o f t h e S t e v e n s o nB i c e n t e n n i a l t e r r i t o r y was
s e t t o c o v e r t h e a r e a se rved b y t h e S t e v e n s o n Schoo l s .

To cap t u r e t h e i n t e r e s t o f t h e l o c a l c i t i z e n s i t was suggested we l o c a t e
a l o g c a b i n w h i c h c o u l d be b ough t and moved t o t h e S t evenson C i t y Pa r k
f o r t h e use and en j o ymen t o f t h e e n t i r e a r e a . One v e r y e n e r g e t i c
commit tee member went t o w o r k immed i a t e l y o n t h i s and l o c a t e d such a
c a b i n o n t h e Wa l ke r J o r d a n f a r m . The Wa l k e r Jo rdans v e r y g e n e r o u s l y
donated t h e c a b i n when t h e y l e a r n e d t h e p l a n s f o r i t s use. The c a b i n
was r e e n f o r c e d a t i t s o r i g i n a l l o c a t i o n and moved, i n t a c t , o n a b i g
t r u c k r i g h t t h r o u g h town t o t h e d e l i g h t o f l o c a l h i s t o r y b u f f s and
everyone e l s e a l o n g i t s r o u t e . '

The l o g c a b i n was s e t t l e d in i t s new s i t e and wo r k proceeded on r e !
c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e s t one chimney f r o m t h e o r g i n a l s t o n e s . A n a d j o i n i n g
room and b a c k p o r c h were r e b u i l t and hand hewn wooden s h i n g l e s were
ou t h e r e f o r t h e new r o o f , wh i ch drew a g r ea t d e a l o f a t t e n t i o n . W i t h a
b e a u t i f u l fi r e p l a c e mak i ng t h e i n s i d e c o z y, everyone who v i s i t s t h e
c a b i n dec l a r e s t h e p r o j e c t a huge suc ces s !

In t h e meantime o t h e r e x c i t i n g p l a n s were f o r m i n g . Committees began
wo r k i ng o n i d ea s f o r t h e b i g " F e s t i v a l Day" wh i ch t o o k p l a c e October
11 , 1975, wh i ch served a s t h e spa r k needed t o c r ea t e l o c a l i n t e r e s t i n
t h e B icen tenn ia l year - - l976 .

The f u n day was a n a t t e n t i o n - g e t t e r f r om t h e beg i nn i ng when t h e s t o r e
w indows , up and down Main S t r e e t , were e a c h deco ra t ed w i t h d i f f e r e n t
themes u s i n g l o c a l l y owned a u t h e n t i c a n t i q u e s , o l d snapshots and l o t s
o f i m a g i n a t i o n . These d i s p l a y s d r ew crowds o f p e o p l e day and n i g h t , and
t h e y s l o w l y wound t h e i r way p a s t t h e u n u s u a l d i s p l a y s as t h e y rem in i s ced
o v e r t h e contents of e a c h window. '

The k i c k - o f f p a r ade , r e p r e s e n t i n g e v e r y f a c e t o f l o c a l i n t e r e s t , drew .
t h e l a r g e s t crowd seen i n years o n Ma in S t r e e t , and most o f t h i s crowd
f o l l o w e d t h e parade t o t h e C i t y Pa r k f o r a day o f f e s t i v i t i e s t h e r e .
Fea tu red were o l d c r a f t s demonstrated by l o c a l f o l k s , o l d t i m e y f o od , and
o l d games. The fi n a l e was a s q u a r e dance , u n d e r t h e m o o n l i g h t , o n t h e
Pa r k t e n n i s c ou r t s . The amazed j o y o f t h e B i c en t e nn i a l Committee members
was r e fl e c t e d i n t h e f a c e s o f a l l who came. Th is c inched o u r f u t u r e
p l a n s f o r 1976!
W i t h t h e success o f t h i s day s t i l l i n i t s t h o u g h t s , t h e Committee e x !
panded i t s p l a n s t owa rd p r e s e r v a t i o n o f o u r o l d d e p o t ; t h e i n t e r e s t i n
F o r t H a r k e r ; toward a n a t u r e t r a i l t o b e b l a z e d b y t h e l o c a l Boy and
G i r l S cou t s a t t h e r a r k ; and d i s t r i b u t i o n o f f r e e " L i b e r t y " t r e e s
f o r l o c a l r e s i d e n t s .

The l a s t was accompl ished w i t h g r e a t success . Wemanaged to g i v e away
2,500 t r e e s , and many ' sh rubs we re p l a n t e d a l o n g Ma in S t r e e t . T r e e s ,
p a i d f o r by t h e commi t t ee , were g i v e n to homeowners, chu r ches , and
l o c a l p u b l i c s i t e s .

S e v e r a l o t h e r p l a n s a r e b e i n g worked o n a t t h i s t i m e . A p l a y was
p resen ted on F e b r u a r y 21 , 1976 f e a t u r i n g s t u d e n t s f r o m each o f t h e
1 2 grades o f S t e v e n s o n s c h o o l s , a s w e l l a s i n t e r e s t e d p a t r o n s and
committee members. L o c a l h i s t o r y was woven i n t o a p l a y d e p i c t i n g
w e l l known even ts i n o u r n a t i o n ' s h i s t o r y , b y two members o f t h e
B icen tenn ia l Committee. This was unde r t a k e n w i t h t h e f u l l c oope ra t i o n
o f t he f a c u l t y and p r i n c i p a l and unde r t h e expe r t d i r e c t i o n o f a
commit tee member. : !
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H i s t o r y in t h e Ma k i n g in S tevenson , Alabama Leontinuedl
F o r e a r l y s p r i n g , a p r o j e c t i s b e i n g p l a n n ed t o show t h e l o c a t i o n o f .
some o f t h e o l d homes and h i s t o r i c p l a c e s i n and a round S tevenson in t h e
f o r m o f a n au to t o u r w i t h a map g i v i n g a thumbna i l d e s c r i p t i o n o f each
landmark . T h i s w i l l be c a l l e d t h e S tevenson He r i t a ge T r a i l .

P r i z e s a r e t o b e awarded b y t h e Committee f o r t h e mos t i n t e r e s t i n g and
w e l l w r i t t e n essays t h r o u g h t h e H i s t o r y and E n g l i s h depar tments of t h e
J u n i o r and Sen i o r H i g h Schoo ls . T h i s seems to be c r e a t i n g q u i t e a b i t

’ o f c o n c e n t r a t i o n among s t u d e n t s a t t h i s p o i n t , and h o p e f u l l y w i l l b e
a means o f a c q u a i n t i n g them w i t h t h e r i c h h e r i t a g e o f t h e i r hometown.

One committee member,who is an a v i d stamp c o l l e c t o r , worked w i t h t h e
l o c a l po s tmas t e r in o b t a i n i n g a dye-hub f o r a B icen tenn ia l l e t t e r
c a n c e l l a t i o n f o r a l l m a i l f r om t h e S tevenson p o s t o f fi c e . A s f a r a s i s
known, t h i s i s t h e fi r s t s u c h c a n c e l l a t i o n i n t h e s t a t e o f Alabama t o b e
u s e d t h i s y e a r .

F i n a l l y , on J u l y h t h , p l a n s c a l l f o r a community-wide wo rsh i p s e r v i c e to
b e h e l d i n t h e C i t y P a r k . We b e l i e v e t h i s w i l l b r i n g C h r i s t i a n s f r o m
a l l o u r a r e a churches t o g e t h e r f o r a mean i n g f u l fi n a l e to o u r Bicentennia l
y e a r .

The cu lm i n a t i o n o f a l l t h i s w i l l b e a book o f l o c a l h i s t o r y . A l l f a c t s
a r e b e i n g r e s e a r c h e d and documented a t t h i s t ime t o inc lude l o c a l
f a m i l i e s ' h i s t o r y and t h e s t o r y o f o u r town t o l d w i t h t h e l o v e and p r i d e
f e l t b y a l l t r u e S tevenson i t es , so t h a t t h e Tr i -Cen tenn i a l commit tee w i l l
have a good b a s i s f r om wh ich to b e g i n t h e n e x t 100 y e a r s of Stevenson
h i s t o r y .

The en thus iasmge n e r a t e d by t h i s B icen tenn ia l Committee and t h e i n t e r e s t
shown i n a l l i t s unde r t a k i ngs , makes us t h i n k how g r e a t i t wou l d be t o
c a r r y t h i s o n i n t o t h e f o rma t i o n o f a l o c a l h i s t o r i c a l s o c i e t y . Who knows,
pe rhaps t h i s t o o can be accomp l i shed and added to t h e o t h e r v a r i e d p l a n s
accomp l i shed by t h i s committee: a group o f dedicated l o c a l c i t i z e n s .

B e t t y Ru t h A. Henninger
Stevenson Bicentennia l Chairman

HISTORY OF STEVENSON cop i e d f r om t h e P r o g r e s s i v e Age dated Thursday,
Augus t 3, 191;, published in Scot tsboro,Alabama. (Au tho r unknown)

Henderson P r i c e was t h e fi r s t owner of t h e l a n d where t h e town of
S tevenson i s now s i t u a t e d .

Abou t 1825, t h e fi r s t s e t t l e r s came h e r e , m o s t l y f r o m Tennessee and
V i r g i n i a . O n l y a f ew sm a l l houses and c a b i n s were c o n t r u c t e d a t t h i s t i m e .
And f r om t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e were n o r a i l r o a d s t h r ough t h e town, t h e
g r o w t h was v e r y s l ow.

Some o f t h e e a r l i e s t s e t t l e r s o f t h e town were James Hogue , F . M . Pankey,
R . H a t fi e l d , J n o . B l a k e , Luke W i l l i s , Lee M e t t s , F. M . McMahan, B i l l
R u s s e l l , Geo. Rodge r s , Tom Osborn, G . W . R i c e , D r . James R u s s e l l and
a f e w o t h e r s .

N. B. Bu r ch was one of t h e fi r s t merchants. A l i t t l e w h i l e l a t e r James
Hague and J n o . R. C o f f e y b u i l t s m a l l s to res .

One o f t h e fi r s t m i l l s n e a r t h e p r e s e n t t own o f S tevenson was a g r i s t
m i l l n e a r t h e bank o f C row Creek . I t was r u n by ho r se powe r, wh i ch was
c a r r i e d o n s i m i l a r t o some o f t h e p r e s e n t methods o f b a l i n g h a y .

However, t h i s h i t o r y o c c u r r e d b e f o r e t h e town r e c e i v e d i t s name. B. K.
S tevenson and J n o . F. Anderson bough t t h e l a n d f r om Henderson P r i c e , a n d
abou t t h e t i m e t h e fi r s t r a i l r o a d came t h r o u g h he r e , t h e y d i v i d e d t h e
town i n t o l o t s and s o l d them. The town t h e n became known as Stevenson.

The fi r s t r a i l r o a d to come t h r o ugh Stevenson was t h e Na s h v i l l e and Cha ta
tanooga Rai l road. Th i s was c o n t r u c t e d t h r o u g h he re abou t 1850.
Abou t 1853 t h e Sou t he r n Ra i lway was ex t ended th rough Stevenson and in
1857 i t began to be o p e r a t e d between Stevenson and Deca t u r. The town
now began t o g row a s a r a i l r o a d c e n t e r and i t i s l a r g e l y t o t h e r a i l r o a d
t h a t i t s e a r l y g r o w t h i s due. The eng i ne s o p e r a t e d o n t h e s e l i n e s a t
fi r s t were u p r i g h t eng i nes and indeed would l o o k p e c u l i a r in compar ison
w i t h t h e modern t y p e . Wood was used i n s t ead o f c o a l t o fi r e t h e eng ines
even u n t i l 1880. No s u s p e n s i o n b r i d g e s were b u i l t o n e i t h e r r o a d f o r
a good many y e a r s . ,

‘ b.



History o f S t e v e n s o n ( c o n t i n u e d )

A l l t h e b o t t om l a n d s t h e n s u r r o u n d i n g S t e venson were co ve r e d w i t h heavy
t i m b e r s u c h as gum, e t c . A l s o t h e mounta ins were co ve r e d w i t h l a r g e amounts
o f e x c e l l e n t c e d a r . T h e r e f o r e , t h e town u n t i l a b o u t t h e t ime o f war was
p r a c t i c a l l y sur rounded b y a f o r e s t .

The town o f S t e v e n s o n sen t a good many o f i t s b e s t c i t i z e n s i n t o t h e
r a n k s o f t h e Con fede ra te a rmy. The fi r s t Alabama company l e f t S tevenson
in 1861 f o r F o r t Mo r gan . C a p t a i n Ragsdale was t h e commander of t he
company. About a yea r l a t e r , t h e T h i r t y - fi r s t Alabama reg imen t went o u t
f r o m t h e town w i t h C a p t a i n W. A. C o f f e y as t h e l e a d e r of t h e company.

I t seceded f r o m t h e Un ion , t h o u g h , n o t a l l t h e c i t i z e n s o f t h e town were
i n f a v o r o f i t . And in t h e c oun t y t h e secess ion movement o n l y won by
one vo t e .

The Fede ra l s n e v e r l o c a t e d any t r o o p s h e r e u n t i l a b ou t 1863. A sma l l
r e g imen t encamped h e r e . They remained h e r e u n t i l n e a r t h e end o f t h e
wa r and it was w i t h t h i s company t h a t t h e o n l y engagement d u r i n g t h e
w a r was f o u g h t h e r e . I t was o n l y a s m a l l s k i r m i s h a t F o r t H a r k e r and
i t r e s u l t e d i n t h e r e t r e a t o f t h e Fede ra l s . Some r e t r e a t e d t owa rd
N a s h v i l l e , w h i l e o t h e r s j o i n e d t h e F e d e r a l army b y e r e c t i n g pontoons
and c r o s s i n g t h e r i v e r a t C a p e r t o n ' s f e r r y .

D u r i n g t h e war t h e g r o w t h o f t h e town was r e t a r d e d . One b u i l d i n g i s
s t a n d i n g t o d a y , howeve r, t h a t was b u i l t a b o u t t h i s t i m e , n ame l y ; t h e
Masonic H a l l . The Masonic l o d g e was moved f r o m B o l i v a r t o S t e v e n s o n
and a t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d wh i c h was u sed a s a Masonic h a l l
and c hu r c h .

F. E. McMahan, W. H. McMahan, W. H. Washington, G. W. Thorn ton , H. M.
Bunn and J . P. and J . S . Timber lake were c i t i z e n s o f t h e town who b u i l t
bus iness houses a t t h i s p e r i o d .

W. W. Rossexy J. F. M a r t i n , W. M. Cowan, S q u i r e W i l l i a m McMahan, Cap t a i n
C . D . S t o n e r , D r . T. T. Cotnam and D r . P. H . H e l t o n were a l s o h i g h l y
r e spec t ed c i t i z e n s a t t h i s p e r i o d o f t h e t own ' s h i s t o r y and t h e y a i ded
much in i t s deve lopmen t .

Among t h e a d d i t i o n s t o t h e town a t t h i s t i m e was t h e W i l l i am and Emma
A u s t i n C o l l e g e e r e c t e d i n 1875. I t i s s i t u a t e d i n t h e eas t e rn p a r t o f
t h e town l i m i t s and i t i s a t t h i s b u i l d i n g t h a t some o f Jackson Coun t y ' s
b e s t c i t i z e n s began t h e i r educa t ion . The b u i l d i n g i s b e a u t i f u l l y s i t u a t ed
on a b i g campus at t h e f o o t h i l l s of t h e Cumberland Mountains. It is indeed
a n i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t has r e n d e r e d t h e town o f S t e venson g rea t b e n e fi t s .
I t i s a n ' i n s t i t u t i o n o f wh i ch t h e town o f S t e v e n s o n shou ld a lways b e
p r o u d .

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d o f t h e town 's h i s t o r y , t h e res idence s e c t i o n inc reased
r a p i d l y as w e l l as t h e bus iness s e c t i o n . Be ing a r a i l r o a d c e n t e r and a l s o
a good a g r i c u l t u r a l c e n t e r , many new f a m i l i e s came t o t h e town d u r i n g t h e
p e r i o d f r o m 1880 to 1890. H o t e l s and o t h e r bus iness houses were a l s o added
a t t h i s t i m e .

I n t h e y e a r 1890 a b u t t e r - d i s h f a c t o r y was b u i l t i n S t e venson b y W . M .
Wayne. T h i s was one o f t h e l a r g e s t , i f n o t t h e l a r g e s t , ma n u f a c t o r y o f
t h e town up to t h i s t ime . It o f f e r e d employment to o v e r one hund red
hands and t h i s , o f cou rse , b r o u g h t more p eop l e to S tevenson . Th i s
man u f a c t o r y e x i s t e d u n t i l a bou t 1898 o r 1900 and was t h e n removed
and a c o t t o n m i l l was e r e c t e d n e a r t h e s i t e o f t h e o l d b u t t e r - d i s h
f a c t o r y .

A t t h i s t ime t h e peop l e began to f e e l t h e need o f a new chu r ch . As a
r e s u l t t h e Union c h u r c h was e r e c t e d and a l l denominat ions met h e r e . This
was t h e o n l y c h u r c h in town f o r a good many y e a r s . The Method i s t and
C h r i s t i a n chu rches were b u i l t l a t e r o n and t h e o l d c h u r c h was used b y
t h e B a p t i s t s and P r e s b y t e r i a n s . The s t r e e t o n wh ich t h e c h u r c h was
l o c a t e d ha s b e e n named Chu rch s t r e e t o n account o f t h i s church. Th i s
s t r e e t has become one o f t h e b e s t r e s i d e n c e s e c t i o n s o f t h e town.

F rom t ime to t ime many new s t o r e s o r bus iness houses were b u i l t and by
1895 t h e r e were twe l v e o r fi f t e e n l a r g e bus i ness houses and two h o t e l s .

B u t t h e y e a r 1900 b r o u g h t t o S t e venson i t s l a r g e s t m a n u f a c t u r i n g e s t a b l i s h !
men t , namely : The Broadus' c o t t o n m i l l . Th is i s a l a r g e stone s t r u c t u r e ,
w i t h a d d i t i o n a l warehouses, and good mach i ne r y, and is indeed a c r e d i t
t o any town. I t f u r n i s h ed work f o r many hands; t he o f fi c i a l s o f t h e m i l l
a l s o p r o v i d ed houses f o r i t s laborers. F b r many e a r s to come t h i s
es tab l i shmen t w i l l be o f impo r tance to t h e town 0 Stevenson.



H i s t o r y o f S t e venson ( con t i n ued )

I n 1903 o r 190h a hub f a c t o r y was b u i l t i n t h e town by T. C . Campbe l l
and i t was a good a d d i t i o n t o t h e manu f a c t o r i e s o f t h e town.

I n M a y, 1910, occu red one o f t h e l a r g e s t des t r uc t i ons i n t h e town,
name l y : t h e b i g fi r e . One o f t h e s t o r e s caugh t fi r e d u r i n g the n i g h t and
a s a r e s u l t a l l t h e bus iness houses were bu rned w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f
fi v e o r s i x . Much p r o p e r t y was consumed b y t h e flames . B u t s i n c e t h e n
t h e houses have been r e p l a c e d by a l l b r i c k structures.
A t p r e s e n t t h e town i s g r ow i ng r a p i d l y . An e f fi c i e n t wa t e r -wo r k s system
has b e e n i n s t a l l e d . Power i s r e c e i v e d f r o m a l a r g e r e s e r v o i r o n t h e
moun t a i n above town and S tevenson i s now w e l l s u p p l i e d w i t h wa te r.

The town is now f u r n i s h e d w i t h e l e c t r i c l i g h t s and a l l ev idence cons idered,
w i t h i t s p i c t u r e s que s i t u a t i o n a t t h e f o o t h i l l s o f t h e Cumberland Mountains,
w i t h i t s h e a l t h f u l c l i m a t e , i t s r a i l r o a d advantages and i t s manu fac t o r i e s
i t p rom ises to be one o f t h e l e a d i n g towns o f N o r t h Alabama f o r many yea r s
t o come. ( W r i t t e n i n 1915)

EDITOR'S NOTE: When I a c q u i r e d t h i s above a r t i c l e "History of Stevenson"
a u t o r u nown, I was conce rned w i t h t h e au t hen t i c i t y o f i t s contents. I
immediately s t a r t e d sea r ch i n g f o r m a t e r i a l to substant ia te t h e contents
o f t h i s a r t i c l e .

In t h e "His tory of Jackson County" by John Robe r t Kennamer, cop r i g h t
1935; "R i ve r s and R a i l s , T r u t h s and Ta l e s of Stevenson, Alabamax by
A l l e n E . Knox, J r . , Augus t 1968; " A P i c t o r i a l Walk Th ru O 'H igh Jackson"
by Wa l t Hammer, c o p y r i g h t 1967, I f ound m a t e r i a l t o subs tan t i a te most
of t h e contents in t h i s a r t i c l e "H is to ry of Stevenson."
I n t h e s e t h r e e works o f h i s t o r y I f o u nd some i n t e r e s t i n g m a t e r i a l o n
t h e H i s t o r y o f S tevenson . My fi n d i n g s a r e b e i n g p u b l i s h e d as an a d d i t i o n
to t h e "H i s t o r y of Stevenson."

STEVENSON

The F o u r t h Alabama Cava l r y was o rgan i zed i n December, 1862, by Co l one l
A . A . R u s s e l l , o f Do ran ' s Cove, Jackson Coun t y, Alabama. I t was composed
by u n i t i n g s i x companies of t h e o l d F o u r t h Alabama w i t h t roops who had
seen much h a r d se r v i c e unde r Gene r a l F o r r e s t . R u s s e l l o p e r a t e d i n t h e
Tennessee Va l l e y w h i l e Hood was in t h e Tennessee campa ign .

A f t e r t h e s u r r e n d e r , R u s s e l l went t o Mex ico , b o u h t a c o f f e e f a rm , and
n e v e r r e t u r n e d o n a v i s i t t o t h e coun ty u n t i l 1 8 0 . H e neve r d i d t a k e
t h e o a t h o f a l l e g i a n c e t o t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s and have h i s c i t i z e n s h i p
r e s t o r e d t o h im.

A r eg imen t of Sherman's Army was s t a t i o n e d at Stevenson d u r i n g t h e
w i n t e r o f 1863-6h, u n d e r t h e command o f C o l o n e l K r z y znewsk i o f M i c h i g a n ,
a German Jew, w i t h h eadqua r t e r s i n t h e Cowan b u i l d i n g . H i s q ua r t e rmas t e r ,
M a j o r War ren , had h i s h e a d q u a r t e r s i n t h e o n l y b r i c k b u i l d i n g i n t h e
town, t h e Jacoway o r A u s t i n b u i l d i n g . C a p t a i nWash P h i l l i p s o f Ohio
was wagon-mas te r.

G e n e r a l B r a gg s en t C o l o n e l R u s s e l l a t t h e head o f abou t 700 s o l d i e r s ,
m o s t l y i n f a n t r y , w i t h t h r e e cannons. They c rossed t h e Tennessee R i v e r
f r om t h e s o u t h s i d e and engaged t h e U n i o n s o l d i e r s in and n e a r Stevenson.
A f t e r a n a l l - d a y fi g h t , t h e Un i o n S o l d i e r s were f o r c e d t o r e t r e a t a s
f a r as Winchester, Tennessee, w i t h Co l o n e l R u s s e l l f o l l o w i n g as f a r as
Anderson. In t h i s engagement , R u s s e l l p l a c e d one cannon on Cotnam H i l l ,
one on McMahan H i l l , and t h e t h i r d one on R u s s e l l ' s H i l l . The Confedera tes
had one man wounded a s h i s h o r s e was s h o t f r om und e r h im n e a r t h e M i t c h e l l ' s
M i l l p l a c e . O n t h e Un i on s i d e , a f e w s o l d i e r s were k i l l e d and some were
wounded.

The fi r s t s c h o o l was b u i l t i n S tevenson in 1875. I t was c a l l e d t h e W i l l i am
and Emma A u s t i n C o l l e g e . I t was l o c a t e d o n the p r e s e n t s i t e o f t he c i t y
cemetery. T h i s s c h o o l was named a f t e r W i l l i am A u s t i n and h i s w i f e because
o f t h e s i z eab l e dona t i o n he gave t o t h e c i t i z e n s who were go i ng abou t
t h e community c o l l e c t i n g dona t ions t o b u i l d a s choo l . M r . A u s t i n t o l d
t h e s e c i t i z e n s t h a t h e g i v e a l a r g e dona t i on i f t h e y wou l d name t h e new
s c h o o l t h e W i l l i a m and Emma A u s t i n C o l l e g e . The s c h o o l s t a r t e d w i t h two
teachers, P ro f esso r Moore and P ro f e sso r L i v i n g s t o n . I t was a p r i v a t e
s c h o o l and charged t u i t i o n . S t uden t s even came to Stevenson f r om o t h e r
p l a c e s , and boarded i n p r i v a t e homes f o r $10.00 p e r week.
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S t e v e n s o n ( c o n t i n u e d )

The name o f t h e W i l l i am and Emma A u s t i n C o l l e e was cha 'to the A u s t i n T r a i n i n g Schoo l . P r o f e s s o r Grosg s e r v e d aggigelgiigga
p r i n c x p a l o f t h i s s choo l . S i n c e t h e o b j e c t i v e o f t h i s s c h o o l was t o
se rve a s a Co l l e ge p r e p a r a t o r y, and n o t a c t u a l l y a s a c o l l e g e i t wasfelt t h a t t h e name s h o u l d be changed . It con t i nued to Operate’as a
p r i v a t e s c h o o l u n t i l 1903 w i t h such teache r s as P ro f esso r Cooper
Ann Graham ( J o n Graham's s i s t e r ) , M y r t l e Jacoway, who l a t e r married
Ra l ph Bender. W i l l B a x t e r o f H u n t s v i l l e a s d
u n t i l 190“ , P v e a s p r i n c i p a l f r om 1902

One o f t h e e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s i n S t e v e n s o n was t h e Alabama House , t h e
t o w n ' s fi r s t h o t e l . I t was a t h r e e - s t o r y f r ame b u i l d i n g w i t h a p o r c h
a t t h e f r o n t o f e a c h o f t h e fl o o r s , a n d t h e r e we re o v e r fi f t y rooms.
I t was l o c a t e d o n t h e s i t e o f t h e p r e s e n t S t e v e n s o n D r u g Company. J . D .
B o r e n was t h e h o t e l ! k e e p e r a t t h e t i m e o f t h e War Be tween t h e S t a t e s .

Many o f t h e b u i l d i n g s e r e c t e d were f r am e s t r u c t u r e s . O n t h e p r e s e n t
s i t e o f t h e C i t y H a l l , M r . Wa l t e r M c G r i f f c o n s t r u c t e d a t h r e e - s t o r y
f rame b u i l d i n g . T h i s was a h o t e l c a l l e d t h e M c G r i f f H o t e l .

S t e v e n s o n r e l i g i o n began w i t h s e r v i c e s i n homes and i n l o g and f r ame
c h u r c h b u i l d i n g s i n and a r o u n d t h e communi ty p r i o r t o 1900. One o f t h e
e a r l y a t t emp t s o c c u r r e d around 1900 when t h e Me t h od i s t s , P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,
and B a p t i s t s s t a r t e d a Un i o n Chu r ch o n Chu r ch S t r e e t . Reverend Fu lme r
was among some o f t h e fi r s t m i n i s t e r s t o p r e a c h a t t h e U n i o n Chu r c h .
R e v . P e t e r Shook was a n o t h e r m i n i s t e r who p r e a c hed t o t h i s e a r l y g r o u p .
Reve rend Mo r gan a l s o p r eached in t h e e a r l y days o f t h e o l d b r i c k c hu r c h .
I n 1906 W i l l Brandon was one o f t h e M e t h o d i s t m i n i s t e r s who p r ea ched
f o r t h e U n i o n Ch u r c h . R e v. J i m W i l l i s was a c t i v e a s a m i n i s t e r d u r i n g
t h e s e y e a r s .

The c o v e s and c r e e k s a round S t e v e n s o n have p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t r o l e
i n i t s h i s t o r y and de v e l o pmen t . McMahan's Cove i s n o r t h e a s t o f S t e v e n s on .
I t was s e t t l e d a t a n e a r l y d a t e . The c i t y o f B o l i v a r was l o c a t e d n e a r
t h e mou th o f t h i s cove . B i g Coon has deve loped t h r o u g h t h e yea r s w i t h
i t s f e r t i l e l a n d and abundant f o r e s t . L i t t l e Coon ' s e a r l y p i o n e e r s
were James Ma t t hews , Edmond M cC r a r y , L a x t o n Rash, Ge n e r a l A u s t i n ,
Jackson G r i d e r , G . D . C a r l t o n , and Jake Gibson. C r ow Creek s e t t l e r s
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e t r a d e a r e a and t h e deve l opmen t o f S t e v e n s o n .

Do r a n ' s Cove i s n o r t h o f S t e v e n s o n . The o l d e s t house i n J a c k s o n Coun t y
i s l o c a t e d i n t h i s cove . I t was b u i l t i n t h e e a r l y 18008 b y M a j o r James Do ran .
I t had n o windows and t h e d o o r was f a s t e n e d t o t h e w a l l w i t h wooden
pegs and homemade h i n g e s . M a j o r D o r a n l i v e d among t h e I n d i a n s f o r many
y e a r s .

I n 1905 S . S . Broadus came t o S t e v en son f r o m D e c a t u r , A labama t o e s t a b l i s h
a c o t t o n m i l l . In 1905 t h e S. S. Broadus C o t t o n M i l l s were b u i l t .
S . S . Broadus s e r v e d as p r e s i d e n t o f t h e company, and P h i l Timber lake
was v i c e p r e s i d e n t . Th i s m i l l c o n t i n ued t o ope r a t e a s t h e S . S . Broadus
C o t t o n M i l l u n t i l 1920 when M r . Broadus s o l d t h e c o t t o n m i l l to a g r o u p
o f s t o c k h o l d e r s f o r a b o u t $110,000 .00 . The name was changed f r o m t h e
S . S . B roadus C o t t o n M i l l t o t h e S t e v e n s o n C o t t o n M i l l . T h i s m i l l
c o n t i n u e d t o o p e r a t e a s t h e S t e v e n s o n C o t t o n M i l l u n t i l a b o u t 1929 when
i t was pu r c ha sed by Avondale M i l l s .

PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE

FORT HARKER, STEVENSON, ALABAMA

b y : K a t h r y n A r m s t r o n g

Gene r a l M i t c h e l l , i mmed i a t e l y a f t e r o c c u p y i n g H u n t s v i l l e , deemed i t
h i s d u t y t o man t h e eng i n e and w i t h 2000 men aboard p r o ceeded t o S t e venson
and oc cup i e d t h e Community A p r i l 28, 1862.
R e t u r n i n g t o Hun t sv i l l e , abandon ing S t e v e n s o n , G e n e r a l B u e l l , i n H u n t s v i l l e
r e a l i z e d t h e s t r a t e g i c impo r t an ce n o t o n l y a s a m a j o r a d j u n c t f o r t h e
Memphis a n d C h a r l e s t o n and N a s h v i l l e and Ch a t t a n o o g a R a i l r o a d , b u t t h e
impo r t a n ce o f t h e Depo t and f u t u r e l o g i s t i c s .

I n J u l y , 1862, C o l o n e l C . G . H a r k e r , Army o f t h e Oh i o , was o r d e r e d b y
Gene r a l B u e l l t o S t e v e n s o n t o b e g i n e x t e n s i v e d e f e n s e s . These d e f e n s e s
were F o r t H a r k e r , 1/2 m i l e f r o m t h e D e p o t , and F o r t M i t c h e l l , o n e m i l e
n o r t h o f t h e d e p o t . The seven b l o ckhouses , f o u r o f w h i c n were p r i v a t e
homes, s t i l l e x i s t . .
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'Past, P r e s e n t , F u t u r e - F o r t H a r k e r , S t e v e n s o n , Alabama (con t i nued )

F o r t H a r k e r and F o r t M i t c h e l l were b u i l t t o p r o t e c t t h e d e p o t , a m a j o r
s u p p l y base and c o v e r f o r B r i d g e p o r t , and t o use t h e Tennessee R i v e r
i n f u t u r e l o g i s t i c s .

F o r t H a r k e r is app r o x ima t e l y 150 f e e t s q u a r e w i t h entrenchments. It
was b u i l t w i t h b a r b e t t e p l a t f o r m s f o r seven g u n s , a magaz i ne , and i n t e r i o r
bomb p r o o f k e e p .

In b u i l d i n g t h e r e d o u b t , C o l o n e l H a r k e r , "Commanding U n i t e d S t a t e s Fo rces , "
e n c l o s e d a p r o fi l e o f F o r t H a r k e r w h i c h showed t h a t a g r e a t amount o f
l a b o r wou ld b e r e q u i r e d . The s o i l was e x c eed i n g l y h a r d and r e q u i r e d t h e
c o n t i n u a l u s e o f t h e p i c k . The e f f e c t i v e w o r k f o r c e i n v o l v e d a l l t h e
"Negroes" w i t h i n a c i r c l e of fi v e or s i x m i l e s , b u t o n l y no were f ound .

C o l o n e l Ha r k e r was au t h o r i z e d t o send West and o b t a i n some hOO s l a v e s
f r o m t h e Ra i l r oad . D . C . B u e l l t o C o l o n e l Ha r ke r : "Push t h e wo r k n i g h t
and d a y . "

I n t h e t a k i n g o f s l a v e s t o wo r k , i f p o s s i b l e , C o l o n e l H a r k e r l e f t enough
w i t h t h e owne r f o r t h e o r d i n a r y and i n d i s p e n s a b l e wo r k . "Send M r . H a r r i s '
b o y ( L a r k i n ) b a c k t o h i m f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . Send back M r . C o l e ' s s l a v e s ,
Zack and J o h n , t o t a k e c a r e o f t h e p l a c e , t h e r e b e i n g n o hands l e f t f o r
t h a t purpose, " were o r d e r s w r i t t e n a t F o r t H a r k e r .

S t e v e n s o n was t h e m a j o r b a se f o r t h e U n i o n and was a t t a c k e d many, many
t i m e s b y t h e C o n f e d e r a c y. C o n s e q u e n t l y , i n 186h, G e n e r a l G r a n g e r began
o t h e r r e d o u b t s ; t h e y were n o t c omp l e t e d because o f Hood ' s i n v a s i o n o f
M i d d l e Tennessee.

A f e w o f t h e commanding Gene r a l s we re Rosec rans , McCook, G r i t t e n d e n ,
Johnson , Thomas, James A . G a r fi e l d , M i t c h e l l , B u e l l , Hoo ke r, S t a n l e y ,
U . S . G r a n t , G r a n g e r , e t c . T h e i r h e a d q u a r t e r s s t i l l e x i s t .

M r . Edward E. T i n ne y, C h i e f H i s t o r i a n , Chickamauga Na t i o n a l P a r k , s t a t e s ,
"Stevenson was an impo r t a n t p a r t of wha t e v e n t u a l l y developed i n t o t h e
B a t t l e of Chickamauga, wh i c h l e d to Gene r a l Sherman 's march on A t l a n t a . "

The S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , M r . H e n r y H i l l a r d , R u s s e l l Cave Na t i o n a l P a r k , M r .
James Kretscheman, S t a t e of Alabama Coo rd i na t o r f o r t h e N a t i o n a l Pa r k
S e r v i c e , Horseshoe Bend, t h e C h i e f H i s t o r i a n of t h e Chickamauga Na t i o n a l
M i l i t a r y Pa r k , and Ma j o r M i l l a r d Mat thews made a fi v e hou r fi e l d t r i p
b e g i n n i n g a t Cape r t o n ' s F e r r y and t h r o u g hou t Stevenson. The r e s u l t was
t h a t M r . Dave Hanna , A r c h a eo l o g i s t , was ass i gned t o comple te a n a r c h a eo l o g i c a l
s t u d y o f F o r t H a r k e r . T h i s h a s r e q u i r e d many mon t h s o f h a r d wo r k .

M r . Dave Hanna , A r c h a e o l o g i s t , u n d e r t h e d i r e c t i o n o f M r . H e n r y H i l l a r d ,
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f R u s s e l l Cave , h a s announced t h e s t u d y i s now c omp l e t e .
H i s r e p o r t w i l l be g i v e n to M r . H i l l a r d f o r t h e recommendations to be
g i v e n t o t h e Town o f S t e v e n s o n a s t o t h e r e s t o r a t i o n and p r e s e r v a t i o n
o f F o r t H a r k e r , t h e l a s t known f o r t f r o m t h e C i v i l War.

M r . H e n r y H i l l a r d p r e s e n t e d t h e Town Board t h e f o l l o w i n g recommendations
a s t o S t e v e n s o n ' s f u t u r e r o l e i n H i s t o r y :

1 . The Depo t u s e d a s a v i s i t o r s c e n t e r and c o n t a c t
s t a t i o n f o r i n t r o d u c t i o n s t o t h e Pa r k and To u r .

2 . The Park w o u l d e n t a i l t h e De p o t and F o r t Ha r k e r a s
p r i n c i p a l componen ts ; F o r t H a r k e r as a w a l k i n g t o u r
w i t h p a r k i n g and p i c n i c a r e a a d j o i n i n g i s e n v i s i o n ed .

3 . The p o s s i b i l i t y o f o t h e r H i s t o r i c p l a c e s t h a t m i g h t b e
a c q u i r e d and t hese i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h e t o u r w i t h t o u r i s t
s t o p s a t t h e s e p o i n t s . '

h . The Park t o u r d i r e c t e d t o H i s t o r i c a l p o i n t s t h r o u g h o u t
t h e a r e a b y a p p r o p r i a t e t o u r gu i de t a b l e t s i g n s g i v i n g
h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s a s t o s p e c i fi c l o c a t i o n i n a manner
t h a t w i l l n o t i nvade t h e p r i v a c y o f i n d i v i d u a l s .

5 . The N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e wou l d a s s i s t i n f u r n i s h i n g
t o u r gu i de s i g n s and h i s t o r i c a l t a b l e t s .

M r . H i l l a r d a s s u r e d t h e Town o f S t e v e n s o n t h a t n e i g h bo r i n g gove rnmen t
agenc ies wou ld a s s i s t i n d i s t r i b u t i n g h i s t o r i c a l phamp le t s r e g a r d i n g
Stevenson.

W i l l S t evenson r e c o g n i z e t h e i r p o t e n t i a l and b e g i n now?
‘8



EDITOR'S NOTE: M y s i n c e r e a p p r e c i a t i o n i s exp r essed t o B e t t y R u t h
Henninger and t o K a t h r y n A rm s t r o n g f o r t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n o f m a t e r i a l
f o r t h i s N ew s l e t t e r . These l a d i e s spen t s e v e r a l h o u r s c omp i l i n g t h e i r
a r t i c l e s t o c o n t r i b u t e t o our N e w s l e t t e r .

How abou t y ou? W i l l y o u be t h e n e x t Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l A s so c i a t i o n
member t o m a i l me y o u r own m a t e r i a l f o r a f u t u r e News le t t e r?

at?

G rea t p r e s i d en t s l i v e o n . So do g r ea t s o l d i e r s , i n v e n t o r s and
e x p l o r e r s . They a r e l i v i n g h i s t o r y . These Jackson Co u n t y H i s t o r i c a l
F a c t s i n t h i s N e w s l e t t e r , a l o n g w i t h many o t h e r s n o t l i s t e d h e r e i n ,
w i l l l i v e o n i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f Jackson Coun t y c i t i z e n s even i n t h e
f u t u r e generat ions to come.

M r s . C h r i s t i n e Sumner c a l l e d to my a t t e n t i o n t h e impo r t ance o f
d o cumen t i n g and p r e s e r v i n g p r e s en t d a y h i s t o r y f o r o u r f u t u r e
gene ra t i ons . I am h o p e f u l , w h i l e we a r e so busy o b t a i n i n g t h e
h i s t o r y o f Jackson Co u n t y made b y o u r f o r e f a t h e r s , w e w i l l a l s o
concentrate on p r e sen t day h i s t o r y and r e c o r d i t f o r o u r f u t u r e
J a c k son_Coun t y c i t i z e n s .

m m n u m m m n n s “ M n fi t h - u )

(From "A Pictorial Walk
Thru Old High Jackson"
ByWalt.Hammer)

. ! . ; n _ ’ ; ¢ ‘

man-minus m m n m m ’ m m o m ! u ! h h n w u r - m

Seen: at Stevenson durlng the War between the Stem. ‘ This is an actual npndlctlor
hem Harper; Weekly August 30. 1862. Note the Nahum: Home in upper left Illustration.

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES FOR MEMBERSHIP????

A c c o r d i n g t o o u r B y - L aws , A r t i c l e I V , S e c t i o n 1 , The dues f o r a n n u a l
membersh ip s h a l l be $7.50. These dues s h a l l be p a y a b l e a t t h e fi r s t
m e e t i n g i n J a n u a r y and s h a l l b e d e l i n q u e n t b y t h e fi r s t mee t i n g i n
A p r i l .

Yo u s t i l l have t i m e t o p a y y o u r dues , j u s t m a i l y o u r c hec k t o :

Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l A s soc i a t i o n .
M r . James H . E i f o r d
R o u t e 5 , Box 2 7
S c o t t s b o r o , A L 35768

P lease p r o v i d e : Name

Address

C i t y _ S t a t e Z i p



THE JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER NO. SEVEN J u l y 12 , 1976
‘ ! §The pu r po se o f o u r N e w s l e t t e r i s t o comp i l e t h e c o l o r f u l h i s t o r y o f o u r

c o u n t y, t h e e v e n t s and occu r r ences i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f Jackson C o u n t y ,
t h e somet imes-sad and somet imes-amusing e f f o r t s of t h e p e o p l e i n s t r u "
m e n t a l in s e t t l i n g t h e a r e a , t h e sequence of development s i n c e o r g a n i "
z a t i o n , December 1 3 , 1819.
T h i s i s s u e o f t h e Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n News l e t t e r i s
m o s t l y a commemorative e d i t i o n of t h e wo r k accomp l i shed by t h e B i cen tenn ia l
Committees. In a sense t h i s i s sue is a p r o d u c t of t h e e n t i r e c o u n t y , f o r
i n a d d i t i o n to t h e many h o u r s o f w o r k done by t h e B i cen tenn ia l Committees,
u n t o l d h o u r s o f r e s e a r c h and c om p i l a t i o n were c o n t r i b u t e d b y c i t i z e n s
f r o m e v e r y s e c t i o n o f J a c k s o n C o u n t y .

I n t o t a l , i t i s t h e n , a t r i b u t e o f , b y , and f o r t h e r e s i d e n t s o f t h i s
g r e a t c o u n t y, to t h e p e o p l e who have made t h i s B i cen tenn ia l commemorative.

M r s . A l i c e Ru t h Page , S e c r e t a r y
and E d i t o r , N e w s l e t t e r No . Seven

Mr. andMrs. Wade Maples
request the pleasure ofyour company

at the Jackson County HistoricalAssociation
BicentennialMembership Tea

on Sunday, the eighteenth of July
nineteen hundredandseventy-six

three to five o ’clock
THE OLD MAPLES HOME

Maple Avenue at the end of Market
Scottsboro, Alabama

RSVPCard Enc l o sed

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE:

On J u l y 2 , 1976, a p p r o x ima t e l y 575 f o r m a l i n v i t a t i o n s were ma i l e d t o
p r o s p e c t i v e members f o r t h e Ja c k son Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n and
f r i e n d s o f M r . and M r s . Wade Ma p l e s . M r s . Map les i s a c h a r t e r member
o f o u r A s s o c i a t i o n .

T h i s Te a i s a s p l e n d i d way f o r t h e Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n
t o s a l u t e t h e o u t s t a n d i n g e f f o r t s o f M r . and M r s . Wade M a p l e s , J a c k son
Cou n t y ' s o n l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , t o d a t e , o n t h e Alabama L i v e - I n ! A "
Landmark C o u n c i l . I t i s a l s o a n e x c e l l e n t way t o i n t r o d u c e o u r f e l l o w
Jackson Coun t i a n s t o t h e b e a u t y , p l e a s u r e , and d i s t i n c t need f o r
p r e s e r v a t i o n and r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e many Jackson Coun t y h i s t o r i c l a n d "
ma r k s wh i c h a r e c r y i n g f o r a t t e n t i o n needed t o sa l vage them f r o m
o b i l i v i o n . Yo u r P r e s i d e n t f e e l s t h a t o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n mus t t a k e t h e
t i m e and make t h e e f f o r t t o educa t e t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c t o t h e f a c t t h a t
w e a r e d e d i c a t e d t o p r e s e r v i n g t h e p a s t w i t h o u t mo r t g ag i n g t h e f u t u r e . 7
S u r e l y , t h e B i c e n t e n n i a l Membership Tea o n J u l y 18th i n one o f t h e mos t i
l o v i n g l y r e s t o r e d homes i n S c o t t s b o r o w i l l p r e s e n t t h e g r e a t e s t o p p o r t u n i t y
a v a i l a b l e t o a c h i e v e t h i s g o a l . %

As y o u w i l l r e c a l l , g r oundwo r k p l a n s w e r e made f o r t h i s e v e n t a t b o t h
o u r J a n u a r y and A p r i l , 1976 mee t i n g s . E i g h t e e n o f o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s . a
members a t t e n d e d a p l a n n i n g me e t i n g o n June 16th t o s e t o u r p l a n s i n
mo t i o n . A t l e a s t s e v e n commi t t ees a r e now v e r y a c t i v e l y engaged in
much h a r d wo rk to make t h i s e v e n t a mos t memorab le da y in J a c k s o n
Coun t y h i s t o r y . Each o f y o u w i l l b e n o t i fi e d w i t h i n t h e n e x t f e w days
a b o u t ways YOU c a n c o n t r i b u t e t o o u r team wo r k . The Food Commi t t ee
h a s dec i d ed t o s e r v e lemonade and t e a c a k e s u n d e r a l a w n - s i d e canopy
t e n t . The f o r m a l s e r v i n g t a b l e i n s i d e w i l l f e a t u r e p a r t y c o o k i e s ,
cheese s t r aw s , n u t s , and Sou t h e r n p u n c h .



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE ( c o n t i n u e d )

Each o f y o u w i l l r e c e i v e a f o r m l e t t e r b y wh i ch y o u may ad v i s e t h e
Food Commit tee o f y o u r p r e f e r e n c e i n f u r n i s h i n g one o r more o f t h e
f o l l o w i n g :

Cookies ( p a r t y s i z e )
Cheese S t r aws ( o r cheese wa f e r s )
Tea Cakes ( l i k e Grandma used to make)
Money: To pu r c ha se I N BULK QUANTITIES t h e n u t s and i n g r e d i e n t s

f o r lemonade and p u n c h .

F l o a t i n g room h o s t e s s e s and s e r v i n g h o s t e s s e s w i l l s e r v e f o r a p p r o x i !
m a t e l y one h o u r e a c h , o n t h e day o f t h e Te a . M r s . Map l e s w i l l have c a r d s
f o r e a c h room h o s t e s s o u t l i n i n g t h e i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e s and de c o r o f
e a c h room f o r y o u r convenience. A l l o u r f ema le members a r e r e q u e s t e d to
wear l o n g , h o s t e s s d resses f o r t h i s occas ion , and t h e r e w i l l c e r t a i n l y
b e a p l a c e o f s e r v i c e f o r e a c h o f y o u .

The men w i l l man t h e lemonade- tea c a k e t a b l e o u t s i d e , and a f e w v o l u n !
t e e r s a r e needed t o a s s i s t M r . W. W. A y d e l o t t , who v o l u n t e e r e d t o head
up t h e p a r k i n g commi t t ee . The e n t i r e Coun t y seems to be e x c i t e d a b o u t
t h i s o c c a s i o n even at t h i s e a r l y d a t e , and t h e o v e r a l l commit tee has
r e c e i v e d many p r om i s e s o f h e l p i n a l l a reas . The Three A r t s C l u b o f
S c o t t s b o r ohas ag r e e d t o make a gene r ou s c o n t r i b u t i o n t ow a r d o u r r e f r e s h !
men t s . W e a r e a l r e a d y r e c e i v i n g s u p p o r t f r o m many p e o p l e o u t s i d e o u r o r g a !
n i z a t i o n , b u t t h e o v e r a l l success o f t h i s e v e n t r e s t s s q u a r e l y o n t h e
s h o u l d e r s of o u r membersh ip . P lease be p r e p a r e d to l e n d us y o u r u s u a l ,
gene rous s u p p o r t a s y o u a r e c a l l e d o n a s i n d i v i d u a l s . Remember, t h e Te a
w i l l s e r v e as t h e k i c k o f f f o r o u r membership campaign to r a i s e f u n d s f o r
a C o u n t y musuem.

M r s . Ann B. Chambless , P r e s i d e n t
J a c k son Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n

CURRENT 1975 MEMBERSHIP

M r s . F r a n c e s A l l i s o n , S t e v e n s o n M r s . Emma Lou L o v e l a d y, S c o t t s b o r o
Ms . K a t h r y n A rms t r ong , S t e v e n s o n M r s . Wade Map l e s , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . W . W. A y d e l o t t , S c o t t s b o r o M r s . C lyde Mat thews, S co t t s b o r o
M r s . W. W. A y d e l o t t , S c o t t s b o r o Ms. Eunice Matthews, S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . James Brandon, S c o t t s b o r o Ms . Haze l Mat thews, S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . Sand ra B u r n e y , Mon tgomery Ms . L e o l a Ma t t h ews , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . Madge C a p e r t o n , S t e venson M r s . Mack M o r r i s , S t e v e n s o n
M r s . Ann B. Chambless, S c o t t s b o r o M r . Jimmy N i c h o l s , D u t t o n
M r s . w. H . C h r i s t i a n , J r . , W i l l i am s b u r g , VA M r . Fo r d Owens, D u t t o n
D r . J oe Cromeans , S c o t t s b o r o M r s . Ford Owens, D u t t o n
M r s . J o e Cromeans, S c o t t s b o r o M r . C a r l u s P a g e , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . L i l l i e Mae C u l b e r t , L a n g s t o n M r s . C a r l u s P a g e , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . Cha r l e s V. D a v i s , S c o t t s b o r o M r . Rex P a g e , W o o d v i l l e
M r s . L . H . D i c u s , S c o t t s b o r o M r s . Rex P a g e , Wo o d v i l l e
A t t o r n e y Ronald Drummond, S c o t t s b o r o M r . Wende l l P a ge , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . James E i f o r d , S c o t t s b o r o M r s . Wende l l P a g e , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . Edna Ga y, S c o t t s b o r o M r s . L u c y P r o c t o r , S c o t t s b o r o
Ms . E l i z a Hackwo r th , S c o t t s b o r o M r s . V i v i a n R a n e y, S c o t t s b o r o
M r . Wa l t e r Hammer, S c o t t s b o r o Mayo r John T. Re i d , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . Wa l t e r Hammer, S c o t t s b o r o M r s . John T. R e i d , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . James Hamr i c k , S t e venson M r s . M a r y Anna Rudde r, S t e venson
M r s . C . M . H e a t h , S c o t t s b o r o M s . L i l l i a n R u s s e l l , S t e v e n s o n
M r s . E . G . Henn i nge r, S t e venson M r s . P i c kens R u s s e l l , S t e venson
M r . D e l b e r t H i c k s , S c o t t s b o r o M r s . John Schuerman, S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . D e l b e r t H i c k s , S c o t t s b o r o M r s . B u f o r d S e n t e l l , S t e v e n s o n
M r . C e c i l Hodges, S e c t i o n M r s . B e u l a h S h e l t o n , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . C e c i l Hodges, S e c t i o n M r s . Tom S i s k , S c o t t s b o r o
D r . L u t h e r H o l l o w a y, P i s g a h M r s . H a r r i s o n Sm i t h , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . P a t t y Johns tone , N a s h v i l l e , TN Hon . John D. Sn o d g r a s s , H u n t s v i l l e
M r s . James J o n e s , S t e venson M r s . C h r i s t i n e Sumner, S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . Pau l i ne J o n e s , Kennewick, Wash ington Hon . John B. T a l l y , S c o t t s b o r o
M r . P. B . K e e l , Madison, Alabama M r s . John B . T a l l y , S c o t t s b o r o
M r s . B e r t h a K i r b y , S c o t t s b o r o M s . Emma Timbe r l ake , S t e v e n s o n
M r s . V i r g i n i a L indenmeyer, S c o t t s b o r o M r . Dav id Wooda l l , A l e xand r i a , LA
A t t o r n e y Jack L i v i n g s t o n , S c o t t s b o r o M r s . E l i z a Mae Wooda l l , N a s h v i l l e ,

TN



Q

EDITOR'S NOTE: I n t h e A p r i l , 1976 e d i t i o n o f t h e News l e t t e r, we c o v e r e d
t h e a c t i v i t i e s of The S tevenson Bicentenn ia l Committee. The Jackson Coun t y,
S c o t t s b o r o , and B r i d g e p o r t B i cen tenn ia l Committees were a l l i n v i t e d to
r e c o r d t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s in t h e J u l y , 1976 i s s ue . The B r i d g e p o r t Bicentennial
Commi t tee d i d n o t f u r n i s h y o u r e d i t o r w i t h t h e r e q u e s t e d i n f o rma t i on by
p r i n t i n g d a t e . T h i s n o t e i s i n c l u ded t o l e t o u r r e a d e r s and p o s t e r i t y know
t h a t we d i d n o t s l i g h t t h e B r i d g e p o r t Committee. The B r i d g epo r t B icentenn ia l
Committee was t h e fi r s t Coun t y community to r e c e i v e t h e i r o f fi c i a l ARBA
c h a r t e r . T h e i r a c t i v i t i e s have encompassed s u c h a v a r i e t y o f p r o j e c t s
t h a t y o u r E d i t o r needed t h e h e l p o f t h e B r i d g e p o r t Commit tee t o p r o p e r l y
r e c o r d t h e i r many, many s u c c e s s f u l c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e N a t i o n ' s B icen tenn ia l
c e l e b r a t i o n o f o u r 200 th b i r t h d a y .

WALTER HAMMER RECEIVED AWARD OF MERIT ON ANDREW JACKSON DAY

Wa l t e r Hammer, F i r s t V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l
A s s o c i a t i o n and Jackson Coun t y B i cen t enn i a l Commit tee Chairman, r e c e i v e d
t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 's c o v e t e d Awa rd of M e r i t on June 26, 1976,
i n r e c o g n i t i o n o f mo r e t h a n 2 0 y e a r s o f ded i ca ted s e r v i c e i n p r e s e r v i n g
Alabama's h e r i t a g e . The Award , p r e s e n t e d b y S t a t e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e B e t h e l
S t a r k e y o n b e h a l f o f Gove r n o r George C . Wa l l a ce and t h e Alabama H i s t o r i c a l
Commission, was v e r y a p p r o p r i a t e l y made o n Andrew Jackson D a y. Wa l t e r
c on ce i v ed t h e i d e a and wo rked t i r e l e s s l y f o r mo re t h a n a y e a r t o h o n o r
Jackson C o u n t y ' s namesake b y way o f a n i n e - f o o t s t a t u e l o c a t e d o n t h e
Jackson Coun t y C o u r t House lawn . T h i s p r o j e c t has r e c e i v e d n a t i o n a l a c c l a im
and J a c k Warne r, ABBA Chai rman, s i n g l e d t h i s e f f o r t o u t as one of A labama's
mos t o u t s t a n d i n g B i cen tenn i a l con t r i bu t i ons . Wa l t e r Hammer was a l s o c i t e d
f o r h i s p u b l i c a t i o n , " A P i c t o r i a l Wa l k Th r u 0 1 ' H i g h Jackson" , now i n i t s
second e d i t i o n , and h i s supernumerary h o u r s e xpended in c h a i r i n g t h e Ja c k son
Coun t y B icen tenn ia l Committee.

M r s . Hammer was a l s o r e c ogn i z e d d u r i n g t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n f o r h e r u n l i m i t e d
ass is tance as Wa l t e r ' s s i l e n t p a r t n e r in a l l h i s e f f o r t s and end less
c o n t r i b u t i o n s t owa r d p r e s e r v i n g t h e p a s t w i t h ou t mo r t gag i ng t h e f u t u r e .

A NOTE OF INFORMATION FROM VICE-PRESIDENT - The Bicentennial Membership Te a
on Ju ly 187'1976 w i l l se rve as o u r mee t i n g f o r t h i s month . Our n e x t m e e t i n g
o f t h e Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n w i l l b e Oc tobe r 1 7 , 1976 a t t h e
Sco t t sbo ro C i t y H a l l l a r g e c o u r t room. Accord ing t o o u r By-Laws, A r t i c l e V
S e c t i o n 1 , "The Oc tobe r mee t i n g s h a l l be known as t h e annua l mee t i ng , and
o f fi c e r s f o r t h e coming y e a r s h a l l b e e l e c t e d . Those p r e s e n t a t t h e a n n u a l
m e e t i n g s h a l l c o n s t i t u t e a q u o r u m . "

EDITOR'S NOTE: I n p repa r i ng m a t e r i a l f o r t h e A p r i l 5 , 1976 N e w s l e t t e r ,
y o u r Ed i tor and P r e s i d e n t d i s cussed t h e p r o s and cons o f u s i n g t h e
h i s t o r y o f S t e v e n s o n a s p u b l i s h e d i n a 1915 e d i t i o n o f t h e P r o g r e s s i v e
A g e . W eb o t h r e a l i z e d t h e a r t i c l e c a r r i e d c e r t a i n l i a b i l i t i e s because
of some undocumented sta tements c on t a i n e d t h e r e i n . However, we came to
t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e b e s t way to g e t an improved documentary was to
u s e t h i s a r t i c l e as w r i t t e n in an e f f o r t to p r o d contemporary histor ians/
r e s e a r c h e r s t o come f o r t h w i t h a n e n l i g h t e n e d h i s t o r y o f S tevenson based
on method i ca l r e s e a r c h . Wehave begged, p l e a d e d , and p r a y e d f o r t h i s
t ype i n f o f r om o u r members and t h e i r r esou rces on any a r e a o f Jackson
Coun t y h i s t o r y , b u t w e have l e a r n e d t h e s u r e s t way t o p romp t a c t i o n ‘ i s
f o r members to see someth ing in p r i n t wh i ch t h e y c a n e x p o u nd u p o n , add
t o , o r c o r r e c t .

We a r e deep ly g r a t e f u l to M r s . E l i z a Mae Wooda l l f o r t h e Stevenson
h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s she s u p p l i e d i n a l e t t e r t o y o u r E d i t o r d a t e d h-lS-76.
W ea r e t h r i l l e d beyond wo rds t h a t M r s . Wooda l l was g r a c i o u s enough t o
s h a r e t h e f r u i t s o f h e r many y e a r s o f r e s e a r c h o n f a c t s a n d f a m i l i e s
o f t h e S tevenson a r ea . Thanks to h e r , we a r e a b l e t o p r e s e n t t h e f o l l o w !
i n g s t o r y on e a r l y Stevenson. These f a c t s a r e t a k e n f r o m census r e c o r d s ,
J a c k s o n County deed books , e t c . , b u t a r e f o u n d i n n o one sing§e source.
Yo u r E d i t o r and P re s i d en t w o u l d l i k e t o comp l imen t M r s . Woo a on a
j o b w e l l done and f o r h e r u n s e l fi s h c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e b a s i c pu rpose
of t h i s Association--researching, C o l l e c t i n g , r e c o r d i n g , d i ssemina t i ng ,
and p r e s e r v i n g t h e f a c t u a l h i s t o r y o f t h i s g r e a t c o un t y o f H i g h Jackson.
(The f o l l o w i n g i s M r s . Wooda l l ' s l e t t e r i n i t s e n t i r e t y . )
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The A p r i l 1976 Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n N e w s l e t t e r was
mos t i n t e r e s t i n g and i n f o rm a t i v e ; however I r e g r e t t h a t t h e 1915
P r o g r e s s i v e Age a r t i c l e o n t h e H i s t o r y o f S tevenson g o t i n p r i n t y e t
a n o t h e r t ime . Whi le much o f t h e a r t i c l e i s accu ra t e o r nea r - accu ra t e ,
p a r t s of i t a r e j u s t n o t t r u e . I f e e l s u r e t h a t t h e unknown a u t h o r
i n t e r v i ewed t h e o l d e r S t e v en s onr e s i d e n t s l i v i n g t h e r e i n 1915 and wro te
t h e r e s u l t i n g hea r - s a y a s f a c t s , when a p e r u s a l o f t h e P l a t Books i n
t h e P roba te J u d g e ' s O f fi c e wou l d have r e f u t e d t h e t o t a l l y i naccu ra te
fi r s t s e n t e n ce !

The " town" o f S t e v en s on in 185h when t h e N a s h v i l l e & Chat tanooga R a i l !
r o a d was comp l e t e d ( i t was n e v e r and ; t h e Board o f Directors s p e c i fi e d
& ) l a y i n t h e s o u t h % n o r t h e a s t % o f s e c t i o n 1 3 Township 2 S o u t h Range
7 E a s t and i n t h e n o r t h w e s t % o f s e c t i o n 1 8 Township 2 S o u t h Range 8
E a s t . The men who e n t e r e d t h a t l a n d u n d e r t h e Land A c t p a s s e d b y Cong r e s s
2h A p r i l 1820 and Land A c t pa s sed 29 May 1830, we r e

Armis tead J o n e s
P a t r i c k B y r d (where s t o r es , h o t e l , d e p o t were l o c a t e d )
Robe r t McFar land

The 1830 Census o f t h e Un i t e d S t a t e s l i s t s a b o u t a dozen f a m i l i e s l i v i n g
i n o r n e a r t h e above de s c r i b e d a r e a .

Robe r t H. P r i c e e n t e r e d 160 ac r e s of l a n d in s e c t i o n 8 Township 2 Sou t h
Range 8 Eas t and P leasan t H . P r i c e e n t e r e d 80 a c r e s i n s e c t i o n 7 Township
2 Sou th Range 8 E a s t - b o t h in 1830. The Pleasant H. P r i c e t r a c t i n c l u ded
a fi n e s p r i n g now c a l l e d T r o x e l l ' s S p r i n g . (One o f t hese men was Henderson
P r i c e ; does anyone know wh i ch? ) It is p o s s i b l e t h a t Henderson P r i ce e v e n t !
u a l l y pu r chased t h e l a n d e n t e r e d by P a t r i c k By r d and Robe r t McFar land and
owned i t when t h e Ra i l r o ad came t h r o u g h . Some Deed Books a r e m i s s i n g f o r
t h e 18h0s and I have n o t u nde r t a k en t i t l e s e a r c h f o r owners o f t h e o r i g i n a l
l o t s s o l d in t h e town of Stevenson. (A rm i s t ead Jones con t i nued to own h i s
e n t r y , a t l e a s t u n t i l 1852.)

The n e x t s ta tement i n t h e P r o g r e s s i v e Age a r t i c l e a l s o i s i n a c c u r a t e
r e g a r d i n g t h e d a t e t h e fi r s t s e t t l e r s came. There were w h i t e p e o p l e l i v i n g
on t h e Cherokee I n d i a n Lands as e a r l y as December 1818 as ev idenced by an
o r d e r f r o m t h e S e c r e t a r y o f War t o M a j o r G e n e r a l Andrew Jackson t o p r e p a r e
t o remove s u c h i n t r u d e r s . I n June t h e i n t r u d e r s were n o t i fi e d t o l e a v e ;
subsequen t l y t h e i n t r u d e r s composed and s i gned a Memor ia l t o t h e S e c r e t a r y
o f War b egg i n g h im n o t t o e n f o r c e t h e o r d e r . (A l abama Te r r i t o r i a l Pape r s
pages 613 -616 . ) Among t h e i n t r u d e r s we re P a t r i c k B y r d , R o b a r t P a r k e r ,
D a n i e l Cameron, Lew i s C a r g i l e , James Br i scoe , W i l son A l l e n , J o e l Wimberley,
and J . Ha rdw ick , a l l o f whom, e x cep t James B r i s c o e , became o r i g i n a l l a n d !
owners in t h e immediate a rea .

Lew is C a r g i l e , D a n i e l Cameron, and Wi l son A l l e n were f r o m N o r t h C a r o l i n a
v i a Ken tucky to Alabama; J o e l Wimberley was f r o m N o r t h Ca r o l i n a to Alabama;
James B r i s c oe f r o m Tennessee to Alabama.

The 1860 Census i s a r e l i a b l e Source f o r t h e names o f t h o s e among t h e
fi r s t s e t t l e r s o f t h e town o f S tevenson and inc ludes o n l y t h r e e f r om t h e
P r o g r e s s i v e Age a r t i c l e :

James Hogue , age 30, b o r n i n A l a . , me r c han t
John B lake , age 25, b o r n i n A l a . , r e t a i l g r o c e r
G. W. R i c e , age 52, b o r n in Tennessee, o c c u p a t i o n n o t l i s t e d (1870
Census says " lawyer" ) (R i c e had $u000 in r e a l e s t a t e and $58,000
i n p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y , wh ich , o f course , i n c l u ded s l a v e s . )

O t h e r s o n t h e 1860 Census a r e :

Name Age Where B o r n O c c u p a t i o n

Thomas J. Pankey 21 TN r e t a i l g r o c e r
B. F. Pankey 36 TN r e t a i l g r o c e r
S. H. Pankey - 18 TN g r o c e r
L o u i s M e t t s ( n o t Lee ) 3 2 T N l a b o r e r
W i l l i am McMahan 3 2 »AL ' me r c h a n t
A l f r e d A . R u s s e l l 3 3 A L p h y s i c i a n
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J . D . B o r e n * 3 2 T N " h o t e l k e e p e r
J . M . R u s s e l l * 2 6 A L t a n n e r
Andnid Hienson* 3 5 Denmark c a r p e n t e r
S. He igman* 20 Russ ia me rchan t
N. A. Johnson* 27 GA r e t a i l g r o c e r
B . F. D u n l a p * 2 6 SC p h y s i c i a n
Edward Rosewa t e r * 19 Oh i o t e l e g r a p h ope r a t o r
James M . L a n c a s t e r * u h N C S i l v e r s m i t h
B . Bope s * 30 Eng land f a r m e r
L . G ranv i l l e% 22 F rance l a b o r e r
J. M. McDonald* 32 S c o t l a n d l a b o r e r
Geo r g e Comst ick 3 7 Ma s s . fi s h e rma n
B . L . Dav is 2 8 TN house c a r p e n t e r
J . P. G r e g o r y 5 0 VA d e n t i s t
W. A g C o f f e y 2 3 TN me r c h a n t
John E . Wa l l ace 3 5 NC me r c h a n t
Samuel J. B r u c e 23 NC d r y goods c l e r k
Jack F i t h s 26 MD stonemason
W i l l i am Wash i ng t on 25 AL d r y goods c l e r k
Jacob Walke r 22 AL d r y goods c l e r k
James Wa l l ace 21 AL d r y goods c l e r k
Jacob F o s t e r A L d r y goods c l e r k
R . A . Wi lson 3 5 AL me r c h a n t
D ixon H . C h i t t y 5 1 NC me r c h a n t
Cha r l e s Rodenbaugh 32 TN r e t a i l g r o c e r
D a n i e l I r b y 5 h VA t a n n e r
James Wheeler 25 NC l a b o r e r
M. Jo ice 30 I r e l a nd shoemaker
Bob ('2) F r a z i e r 30 I r e l a n d shoemaker
John A . P r i c e 6 0 NC f a r m e r
John A . Wi l l i ams 30 AL Ra i l r oad agent
F. C. J o n e s 28 TN stonemason
J . C . A . S h i e l d s 3 5 SC t a i l o r
W. H. Evans 35 D i s t . Co lumbia t a i l o r
W i l l i am Guinn MO TN b lacksm i t h
Andrew Parks 3 3 GA r a i l r o a d eng inee r
Thomas Dan i e l 28 Eng land l a b o r e r
G. W. M. Sheahorn 30 VA shoemaker
G. M. Hockersmith 51 KY r e s t a u r a n t k e e p e r
Napo leon B. Burch 26 AL d r y goods c l e r k
( * A l l t h e s e p l u s e i g h t l a b o r e r s , n o t l i s t e d , l i v i n g i n h o t e l , p r o b a b l y
Alabama House. )

One can r e a d i l y see t h a t t h e e a r l i e s t i n h a b i t a n t s o f S t e v e n s o n came f r om
many d i f f e r e n t s t a t e s and c o u n t r i e s . A g r e a t many o f t h e above l i s t d o
n o t appear o n t h e 1870 C e n s u s ; h o w e v e r , L a r k ( n o t Luke ) w i l l i s and F. M .
(Ma r i o n ) McMahan were t h e r e by t h e n .
In t h e supp lement to t h e " H i s t o r y o f Stevenson" a r t i c l e , t h e l i s t o f
e a r l y p i o n e e r s i n L i t t l e Coo n a l s o c o n t a i n s e r r o s :

1 . There was n e v e r a n Edmond M c C r a r y ; t h e c o r r e c t name i s Almond and h i s
f a t h e r , Samue l , was t h e pioneer s e t t l e r a s w e l l a s h i s m a t e r n a l g r a n d !
p a r e n t s , Annanias A l l e n and w i f e L a x t o n .

2 . Two o t h e r i n t h e l i s t a r e second g e n e r a t i o n s e t t l e r s :

James Ma t t h ews , who was t h e son o f John Mat thews and F r ances
( M i s c a l l ) . L a x t o n Rash , who was t h e s o n o f W i l l i a m Rash and
E l i z a b e t h (B r own? ) .

John Ma t t h ew s , p i o n e r s e t t l e r , f r o m V i r g i n i a t o Hawkins C o u n t y , Te n n e s s e e ,
to Alabama. W i l l i a m Rash, p i o n e e r s e t t l e r , f r o m N o r t h Ca r o l i n a to Jackson
C o u n t y , Tennessee t o Alabama.

3. Jackson G r i d e r Who? (One Andrew J. G r i d e r was t h e s o n of Annanias A.
G r i d e r and grandson of Amos G r i d e r and Ann ( A l l e n ) ; b o t h Annanias and
Amos s e t t l e d t h e r e b e f o r e Andrew J . was b o r n . )

A. Jake Gibson Who?

It is my d e s i r e to p r e s e n t a u t h e n t i c documented d a t a r e g a r d i n g t h e e a r l i e s t
s e t t l e r s and t h u s c o r r e c t p r e v i o u s i n a c c u r a t e s ta temen ts i n a v a r i e t y o f
p u b l i c a t i o n s a p p e a r i n g b e f o r e c e r t a i n p r i m a r y s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s we re a v a i l !
a b l e t o t h e a u t h o r ( s ) . I hope y ou c a n r u n t h e s e c o r r e c t i o n s i n t h e v e r y
n e x t News l e t t e r s o t h e r e c i p i e n t s o f t h e p r e v i o u s one c a n make c o r r e c t i o n s
o n t h e i r cop i es o r fi l e t h e two t o g e t h e r .

"Hear -say" is g r e a t when used to p o i n t t h e way, b u t documenta t ion is a MUST
and i t c a n be madden i ng l y elusive a t t imes!

Happy h u n t i n g t o a l l ,
10 E l i z a Mae Woodal l



THE JACKSON COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

NEWSLETTER N0 . EIGHT . October 11 , 1976
Many, many hou r s o f work have b e e n p u t i n t o t h e c omp i l a t i o n o f t h i s News !
l e t t e r . It h a s been a tremendous t a s k to condense t h e a v a i l a b l e m a t e r i a l ,
on t h e s u b j e c t used , f o r t h e l i m i t e d space con ta ined in one i s s u e . I cannot
vhelp b u t r e g r e t t h a t I d i d n o t have more t ime t o r e s e a r c h o t h e r sources t o
p u b l i s h m a t e r i a l o n t o p i c s I f ee l s hou l d have b e e n touched o n i n t h e s u b j e c t .

My s i n c e r e app r e c i a t i o n is extended to WENDELL PAGE f o r h i s encouragement
g i v e n m e o n t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n and f o r h i s f r e e l y s h a r i n g h i s tremendous r e s e a r c h
c o l l e c t i o n o f h i s t o r y , b u i l t - u p ove r t h e years b y h i s m a n i f e s t d e d i c a t i o n t o
preserving the h i s t o r y cf Jackson C o u n t y. V
Th i s p u b l i c a t i o n o f N ew s l e t t e r Number E i g h t comp le t es two years o f m y s e r v i n g
as y o u r S e c r e t a r y and E d i t o r . My enthusiasm has grown f r o m t h e beg i n n i n g . Th i s

, I ’ g i v e c r e d i t t o h a v i n g b e e n assoc i a t ed w i t h t h e members o f t h i s Assoc i a t i on ,
’ who have revea led a continuance z e a l to p r omo t i n g t h e Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l
Assoc i a t i o n .

To o u r P r e s i d e n t , Ann B . Chamb less , I w i l l b e f o r e v e r g r e a t f u l f o r h e r educa t !
ed guidance and f o r h e r s h a r i n g m a t e r i a l f o r t h i s News le t t e r and t h e p receed i ng
i ssues pub l i s h ed d u r i n g t h e p a s t two y e a r s .

M r s . A l i c e R u t h Page , S e c r e t a r y
and E d i t o r , News l e t t e r N o . E i g h t

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE: It does n o t seem po s s i b l e t h a t o u r Jackson Coun t y .
His tor ica l Association w i l l have i t s second a nn i v e r s a r y t h i s month . Ou r fi r s t
two years have j u s t fl o w n b y . Our membership now s t a nd s at 182 s t r o n g and
cont inues t o grow a s more and more peop l e l e a r n abou t o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n .

Th is i s t h e l a s t t ime I w i l l b e penn i ng t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s Message s o I want t o
say how much I have en j oyed w o r k i n g w i t h each o f y o u . To g e t h e r w e have t a k e n
t h e s m a l l s t e p s ne ce s s a r y to l a y t h e g roundwork f o r a s t r o n g , f u n c t i o n a l
A s soc i a t i o n . I would l i k e t o express my s ince re app r e c i a t i o n f o r y ou r i n d i v i d !
ua l . c o n t r i b u t i o n s and y ou r l o y a l suppo r t i n a l l o u r u n de r t a k i n g s . I wou ld
e s p e c i a l l y l i k e t o commend A l i c e Ru th Page f o r h e r z e a l and ded i c a t i o n i n a l l
phases o f o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n and s i n g l e o u t h e r s upe r b c o n t r i b u t i o n a s E d i t o r !
o f t h e N ew s l e t t e r . We a re d e ep l y i n deb t ed t o Wa l t e r Hammer, B e t t y Ru t h Henn inger,g
and Ca r l u s Page f o r t h e i r o u t s t a n d i n g s e r v i c e s a s members o f t h e J a c k s on Coun t y
H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n ' s B i c e n t e n n i a l Commit tee a s w e l l a s cha i r pe r sons o f
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e community B i c e n t e n n i a l commit tees. T h e i r e f f o r t s a r e monumental,3
and t h e l a s t i n g rem inde r s as w e l l a s warm memor ies made p o s s i b l e by t h e i r com" ‘
b i n ed e f f o r t s have b r o ugh t n o t a b l e c r e d i t to o u r Assoc ia t ion .

C e r t a i n l y o u r A s s o c i a t i o n has c r e a t e d new h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t , r e k i n d l e d a g e !
l e s s deep p r i d e , and s e t t h e s tage f o r f u t u r e l e a r n i n g , c a r i n g , and s h a r i n g .
Thank y o u f o r t h e p r i v i l e g e o f h a v i n g se r v ed a s y o u r P r e s i d e n t d u r i n g 1975
and 1976.

M r s . Ann B. Chambless, P res i den t
Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc i a t i o n

OCTOBER 2h, 1976, ANNUAL MEETING - S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l A ud i t o r i um - 2:30 P. M .

The Annual Me e t i n g as s e t f o r t h in o u r By - laws w i l l be h e l d Oc tober 2551976:
a t 2:30 p . m . a t t h e S c o t t s b o r o C i t y H a l l Aud i t o r i um . New 0 c a r s o rwill b e e l e c t e d .

B y p o p u l a r r e q u e s t , t h e P r o g r am w i l l b e "Show and Te l l . " The p u b l i c w i l l b e
i n v i t e d t o a t t e n d t h i s m e e t i n g , and , a l o n g w i t h o u r members, t h e y w i l l b e a s k e d
t o b r i n g i t ems o f h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t t o sha re w i t h a l l who a t t e n d . P lease
b r i n g an y i t e m o f h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r e s t - - books , l e t t e r s , deeds, c l i p p i n g s ,
newspapers , p i c t u r e s , f a m i l y r e l i c s , a r t i f a c t s , c o i n s , e t c . - - a n y t h i n g y o u
would l i k e t o s h a r e and t e l l a b o u t . I n v i t e y o u r f r i e n d s t o come w i t h you and
b r i n g a n i t e m f r o m t h e p a s t . What b e t t e r way t o make o u r h i s t o r y come a l i v e !

Wa l t e r Hammer, Vice-President
Jackson Coun t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t i on

( 1 )
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THE TOWN OF WOODVILLE

I f you d r i v e t h r o u g h t h e b e a u t i f u l Tennessee Va l l e y y ou H111 e v e n t u a l l y
app roach t h e Town o f Wo o d v i l l e ! a v i l l a g e n e s t l i n g among t h e Cumberland
moun ta ins w i t h highway 72 g o i n g t h r o u g h t h e c e n t e r . As y o u d r i v e u n d e r t h e
one highway c a u t i o n l i g h t y o u p r o b a b l y wou ld r e c a l l t h i s was once a county
sea t . o r course, a f t e r t h e p a s s i n g o f t h e y e a r s , t h e p r e s e n t Woodv i l l e i s
l o c a t e d west o f t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e Woodv i l l e as a coun ty sea t .

The phases o f r e a l i n t e l l e c t u a l p r o g r e s s i n any community seem t o b e connec t ed
w i t h t h e ex i s t e n ce o f a detached c l a s s o f p e o p l e , s u f fi c i e n t l y f r e e n o t t o b e
ob l i g ed t o t o i l o r wo r r y exhaus t i v e l y abou t w o r l d l y need , and n o t r i c h and
p o w e r f u l enough to be temp ted i n t o ext ravagances of l u s t , d i s p l a y, or c r u e l t y .
T h i s c l a s s o f peop l e have a sense o f s e c u r i t y , b u t n o t a c o n c e i t o f s u p e r i o r i t y
and a r e a b l e to t a l k f r e e l y and communicate e a s i l y . Such a happy group of
p e o p l e c e r t a i n l y have l i v e d in t h e Woodv i l l e communi ty. The pa s s i n g of yea rs
has necess i t a t ed new ge o g r a p h i c a l l o c a t i o n s o f t h e town b u t t h e r e s i d e n t s , a
c l a s s o f i n t e l l i g e n t , f r e e g e n t l e f o l k i s e v i d e n t now and i n any r e c o r d found
on t h e h i s t o r y o f Woodv i l l e .

A p r o u d o l d v i l l a g e in p l e a s a n t p rospe rous l a n d , Woodvi l le , was once t h e home
o f a b o r i g i n a l man and l a t e r t h e coun t y s ea t o f Decatur c o u n t y.

I t has been s a i d t h e fi r s t w h i t e men to see t h e p r e s e n t s i t e o f Woodv i l l e
were a p a r t y p r o b a b l y f r om N o r t h C a r o l i n a , b u t n o one knows j u s t who came fi r s t
t o see t h i s p a r t o f t h e c o u n t r y , w h i l e t h e I n d i a n s had p o s s e s s i o n o f i t . E ven
be f o r e t h e Cherokee I n d i a n s ceded to t h e n a t i o n a l gove rnmen t t h e l a n d he r e on
February 27 , 1819, men came and occup ied i t f o r years w i t h o u t a shadow of a
l e g a l t i t l e t o i t . ( 1 )

Woodvi l le is one of t h e o l d e s t towns in Jackson c o u n t y. I t is s a i d t h a t i t
r e c e i v e d i t s name f r o m M r . R i cha rd Wood, who l a t e r moved t o Sand Moun ta in and
s e t t l e d a t F e r n C l i f f . ( 2 )

Henry De r r i c k and h i s w i f e , Cather ine B ranne r D e r r i c k l i v e d f o r t h e fi r s t
t e n yea r s a f t e r t h e i r ma r r i age in e a s t Tennessee, b u t in t h e s p r i n g of 1819
t he y moved to Alabama, go i n g by boa t down t h e r i v e r to Gun t e r ' s Land ing .
They had s e v e r a l ch i ldren a t _ t h a t t ime . They s e t t l e d at fi r s t on t h e s o u t h
s i d e of t h e Tennessee r i v e r , t h i r t e e n m i l e s s o u t h of Gun t e r ' s Land ing . In the
f a l l o f t h e same y e a r , however, t h e y moved to Woodv i l le , twenty-one m i l e s n o r t h
o f Gu n t e r ' s Land ing , o n t h e ma in l i n e f r om Be l l e f o n t e t o Hun t s v i l l e , where
t h e y spen t t h e remainder of t h e i r l i v e s . They were in comfor tab le circumstances,
and owned s laves . (3 )

M r . D e r r i c k b u i l t a two -s to r y l o g house on t h e stage r o a d t h a t r a n f r om
H u n t s v i l l e t o Be l l e f o n t e . H e k e p t a n I n n , and horses were changed t h a t p u l l e d
t h e stage coaches. He he l ped to h o l d t h e fi r s t c o u r t h e l d in Jackson c o u n t y.
He was a man o f means, own ing a l a r g e t r a c t o f l a nd . He s o l d t o v a r i o u s pe rsons
l o t s in O ld Woodvi l le . (h)

Deca tu r coun t y, named f o r S t e phen Deca tu r, J r . , an o f fi c e r o f t h e American
Nav y, was c r e a t e d b y t h e Alabama L e g i s l a t u r e December 7 , 1821, o u t o f a p a r t
o f Jackson c o u n t y. I t s a r e a was desc r i bed in t h e a c t o f es tab l i shmen t as
i n c l u d i n g " A l l t h a t t r a c t o f coun t y l y i n g west o f Jackson c oun t y, s o u t h o f
t h e Tennessee s t a t e l i n e , e a s t of Madison coun t y, and n o r t h of t h e Tennessee
r i v e r . " By an a c t of December 1 3 , 1821 a commission was a p p o i n t e d to s e l e c t
a temporary sea t of j u s t i c e f o r t h e c oun t y (Hezek iah B a y l e s was t h e fi r s t

. coun t y c o u r t j u d g e ) , t o se rve u n t i l t h e g o v e r nme n t l ands w i t h i n i t s l i m i t s
should b e s o l d . 0 n t h e same day p r o v i s i o n was made f o r t h e h o l d i n g o f c i r c u i t
c o u r t s in t h e c oun t y, and a u t h o r i t y was g i v e n t h e judges and commissioners
o f t h e county c o u r t t o l e v y a t a x n o t exceed ing o n e - f o u r t h t h e amount o f
t h e s t a t e t a x r a t e f o r t h e e r e c t i o n o f a temporary cou r t house and j a i l . (S)

An a c t of December 31, 1822, defined t h e boundary l i n e between D e c a t u r and
Jackson c o u n t i e s w i t h more p a r t i c u l a r i t y , a s f o l l ow s : "Beginning a t t h e mou t h
Of Sa u t a C r e e k , t h en ce up s a i d c r e e k to where t h e Winchester r o a d crosses
s a i d c r e e k ; t hence to Je s se Thompson's; thence to Caswe l l B ibeys , i n c l u d i n g
s a i d Jesse Thompson, Thomas Jones, J o h n Smart , and s a i d Caswe l l B ibeys in
Deca tu r c oun t y ; thence f r o m s a i d Bibeys t o t h e t o p o f t h e moun t a i n above ‘
W i l l i am E. Hask ins , where t h e Winchester r o a d descends t h e Cumberland mounta ins ;
thence to t h e most l e a d i n g p o i n t o f t h e mounta in , between t h e mou th of L i c k
F o r k and t h e mo u t h o f L a r k i n ' s F o r k o f P a i n t Rock r i v e r ; t hence t o t h e t o p o f
Sand Moun ta i n ; thence a no r t hwes t course t o t h e Tennessee s t a t e l i n e . ( 6 )

(3)



Town o f W o o d v i l l e ( con t i nued )

S e t o u t in To u l m i n ' s D i g e s t of 1823 is t h e 1821 a c t w h i c h names t h e commission!
e r s t o s e l e c t a temporary s e a t - o f " j u s t i c e . They were Robe r t McCarney, James
G. Holmes, John Cannimore. John Snow. and Alexander W. D u l a n e y . One week l a t e r ,
by a n o t h e r a c t , W i l l i a m L e g was added to t h e l i s t , and Dav id Boshart. A a r o n
R i c e and B a r n e t , d i s t i n g u i s h e d , a s h i s i n i t i a l s were n o t known, a s "near
t h e mouth-ET-Vaint Rock r i v e r , " were added to t h e l i s t to s e l e c t a temporary
c o u r t h o u s e s i t e . Whether t h e s e n i n e men e v e r g o t t o g e t h e r o n a l o c a t i o n f o r
a " temporary" s i t e is n o t r e c o r d e d , b u t i t is known u n d e r a u t h o r i t y of t h e
a c t December 1 7 , 1823, a q u a r t e r of a s e c t i o n of l a n d on w h i c h to l o c a t e a
c o u n t y s e a t was s e l e c t e d and t h e town o f Wo o d v i l l e was founded. ( 7 )

The c o u n t y was r o u g h l y p e a r - s h a p e , w i t h t h e l a r g e and a l o n g t h e Tennessee
R i v e r and t h e s m a l l and a l o n g t h e boundary of t h e s t a t e of Tennessee. Itvaried i n w i d t h f r o m t h r e e t o t w e n t y - fi v e miles and was a b o u t n o m i l e s l o n g . ( 8 )

The L e g i s l a t u r e p r o v i d e d t h a t D e c a t u r Coun ty shou ld have "c r im ina l j u r i s d i c t i o n
o v e r a l l t h a t t r a c t o f coun t y w h i c h l i e s wes t o f W i l l s t o w n V a l l e y e a s t o f t h e
r o a d l e a d i n g f r o m D i t t o ' s L a n d i n g t o t h e town o f B l o u n t s v i l l e . " S o t h i s i n !
c l u d e d a l l t h e p r e s e n t M a r s h a l l County a s w e l l a s a l a r g e p a r t o f Deka lb ,
Etowah, and B l o u n t c o u n t i e s . When D e c a t u r County was abo l i shed December 25,
1825, one p a r t of i t went to Madison Coun ty and t h e o t h e r p a r t w e s t to Jackson
C o u n t y. I t was a b o l i s h e d because when t h e s u r v e y o f i t was c o m p l e t e d , i t was
f o u n d t o b e n o t l a r g e enough t o meet t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r a
c o u n t y .  ( 9 )

Woodv i l l e , t h e coun t y s e a t , now r e f e r r e d to as O l d Woodv i l le , was s i t u a t e d
t h r e e - f o u r t h s o f a m i l e o r s o e a s t o f t h e p r e s e n t town o f Woodvi l le . I t was.
t h e o l d e s t town i n D e c a t u r C o u n t y. O ld Wo o d v i l l e t h r i v e d a s t h e c o u n t y s e a t
u n t i l D e c a t u r Coun ty was abo l i shed , and h a d , i n a d d i t i o n to t h e coun t y b u i l d !
i n g , s e v e r a l s t o r e s and a n i n n . Some o f t h e p i o n e e r f a m i l i e s o f t h e Old Wood!
v i l l e r e g i o n were G u n t e r , D i t t o , Kennamer, D e r r i c k , E v a n s , M a p l e s , F l e t c h e r ,
Thomas, L e e , S m i t h , Moonyham, P e t e r s , P r u i t t , Houk, B u t l e r , W r i g h t , Chandler,
D i l l a r d , E r w i n , Lew is , Wh i teco t ton , S tephens , and Wilson. They came m a i n l y
f r o m Tennessee, V i r g i n i a , N o r t h C a r o l i n a , S o u t h C a r o l i n a and G e o r g i a . (10)

D u r i n g t h e e a r l y days o f Woodv i l le as a county sea t , l i v i n g cond i t i ons in i t
were v e r y p r i m i t i v e compared to p r e s e n t s tandards, b u t were p r o b a b l y no more
p r i m i t i v e t h a n c o n d i t i o n s i n most o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e s t a t e a t t h a t t i m e .
Dwe l l i ngs were c o n s t r u c t e d o f l o g s and p l a c e d , i f p o s s i b l e , n e a r a s p r i n g .
Many of t h e s e houses were b u i l t w i t h a chimney at e a c h end and a wide open
h a l l or breeze-way was o f t e n a s o r t of commons f o r ch ickens and dogs as w e l l
as t h e f a m i l y members. ( 11 )

There were no matches in t h e s e e a r l y d a y s , and i f t h e fi r e o f a f a m i l y by
chance went o u t , l i v e c o a l s were bor rowed f r o m a n e i g h b o r . There were n o
c i g a r e t t e s , o f course, and smoking was m a i n l y b y c o b p i p e s . Women smokers i n
t h o s e e a r l y days were m a i n l y some o f t h e o l d e r l a d i e s who a l s o p u f f e d c o b
p i p e s . homemade t a l l o w cand les were u s e d f o r l i g h t i n g purposes , and soap
was made a t home w i t h l y e and g r e a s e . C l o t h e s were c leaned b y b e a t i n g them
w i t h a p a d d l e as t h e y soaked in homemade soap in a t u b . (12)

As f o r d r e s s , it was of homespun c l o t h , w h i c h was made w i t h a loom or a
s p i n n i n g wheel. Women were bonnets, hoop p e t t i c o a t s , and t h e l i k e . Men wore
homespun j e a n s . Shoes and shoe l e a t h e r were homemade, t h e s o l e s b e i n g f a s t e n e d
t o t h e u p p e r s w i t h wooden p e g s . (13)

G r i s t m i l l s were n o n - e x i s t e n t a t t h i s t i m e , a n d m e a l and fl o u r were made b y
g r i n d i n g c o r n and wheat w i t h a m o r t a r a n d p e s t l e . Cook ing was b y means o f a
s k i l l e t and o v e n o n t h e o p e n fi r e i n a l a r g e fi r e p l a c e . There b e i n g n o screen
doors or windows, house fl i e s were k e p t o f f t h e f o o d at mea l t ime by means of
a s m a l l p e a c h t r e e l i m b w i t h l e a v e s on i t , or by a homemade fl y - b u s h w i t h
s t r i p s o f p a p e r a t t a c h e d t o a s h o r t s t a f f . These fl y "b u s h e s , c a l l e d p u n k a h s ,
were o p e r a t e d b y a s e r v a n t o r someone e l s e d u r i n g t h e m e a l . (1h)

The t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y omn ip resen t germ was u n h e a r d o f and u n t h o u g h t o f on
e a r t h d u r i n g t h e s e remote t i m e s , s o windows a n d doo rs i n Wo o d v i l l e o f D e c a t u r
C o u n t y were c l o s e d t i g h t a t n i g h t t o keep o u t t h e n i g h t a i r , w h i c h was t h o u g h t
t o be unhea l t h fu l . A home-raised gou rd s e r v e d as t h e common d r i n k i n g v e s s e l
f o r one a n d a l l , and i t o f t e n r e s t e d i n t h e w a t e r b u c k e t f r o m w h i c h a l l sund ry
q u e n c h e d t h e i r t h i r s t . Such m a l a d i e s a s t u b e r c u l o s i s were n o t t h o u g h t t o b e
c o n t a g i o u s b u t i n h e r i t e d f r o m o n e ' s a n c e s t o r s o r , a s t h e y s a i d , " r a n i n t h e
f a m i l y . " (15)

T r a v e l was by horseback or in ox wagons. The stage coaches were drawn by f o u r
horses, and s i n c e t h e r e were no b r i d g e s o v e r t h e streams, t h e y had to be fo rded .
S t o r e s d i d n o t c a r r y a v a r i e t y of merchandise, b u t many of t hem s o l d l i q u o r ,
wh ich tended to p romo te fi g h t i n g and gamb l i ng . O p e r a t i n g a s a l o o n was n o t t h o u g h t
t o b e e v i l and l i q u o r was k e p t i n many homes o f r e l i g i o u s p e o p l e . (16)

, ( h )



Town of Woodville (continupdjm
Educat ion , as m i g h t be supposed , was a l s o p r i m i t i v e . I f one c o u l d r e a d and w r i t e
a l e t t e r , e s pe c i a l l y i f h e were a c r i p p l e and n o t a b l e t o d o ha r d manua l l a b o r ,
and had a l i m i t e d a b i l i t y to fi g u r e , he was employed to t e a c h t h r e e months in
summer i n some home, l o g house, c r i b , o r c hu r ch house. One o f t h e c h i e f q u a l i fi !
c a t i o n s o f a t e a che r was t h a t h e c o u l d use t h e sw i t c h b r i s k l y . The ma in t e x t !
books were McGu f f e y ' s b lue-backs p e l l e r and r eade r and Davies Ar i thmet ic. (17)

In t h e l a t e e igh teen- twen t ies , s e t t l e r s came to O l d W00dv i l l e f r om d i f f e r e n t
p l a c e s and t h e town grew and prospered i n t h e e i g h t e e n - t h i r t i e s . Town l o t s
were in demand and sold r e a d i l y . Merchants at t h i s p e r i o d were Dav id and Andy
Moore, John G i l l i nwa t e r , W i l l i am Dwyer, Joseph Matheny, C leve Robinson, C l a y
She l t on and P r e s l e y Woodal l . W i l l i am I som was a blacksmith, James Wr i g h t made
gun s . Hawky P. Behe l and Rufus H. Jones were wood-workmen. (18)

The Wbodv i l l e P o s t O f fi c e was e s t a b l i s h e d Sep t embe r 3 , 1823 and Wi l l i am Ha iney
was appo i n t ed Postmaster. O the r Postmasters and t h e da tes of t h e i r a ppo i n tmen t
were: Hiram Ross , A u g u s t 25, 1826; Hen ry De r r i c k , 0 c t obe r 29, 1829; A l f r e d Moore,
September 1, 183M; John G i l l enwa te r, March 18, 1836; W i l l i am H. Fbwler,January
9, 18h0; Seaborn I . Rountree, January 7, 18hl; Migg inson L o v i n g , Ma rch 1 3 , l t h ;

‘ Seaborn I . Rountree, second t ime J u l y 2, 18h5; A l b e r t G. C l o p t o n , Oc t obe r h,
1850; James H. S t ephens , Ma 26, 1851; J o e l P. Ledbet ter, J u l y 19 , 1852; Robe r t

, P. Mackey, Sep tembe r 5 , 185 ; Clement C . She l t on , September 22 , 1855; J o e l P.
‘ Ledbe t te r, second t ime December 11 , 1858; John J . D i l l a r d , Janua r y 16, 1860;
Ja spe r N . Ma t h en y, December 31 , 1860; M r s . Ma r y Evans, J a nua r y 25, 1866; John
Wr i g h t , A u g u s t 5, 1867, The o f fi c e was discontinued February I n , 1870. Wi l l i am
P. Guynn was a p p o i n t e d June 1 , 1870, when t h e o f fi c e was re -es tab l i shed , John
A. Brown, Ma rch 23 , 187k; Andrew J. Wann, May 1h, 187h; Dav i d A. Thomas,
February 6, 1879; F r a n k B ishop, February 1, 1881; George R. Hodges, November
7 , 1881; I r a G. Wood, Februa ry 3 , 1882; John F. Bishop, A p r i l 1 9 , 1883; George
R. Hodges, November 25, 1884, a second t ime ; Robe r t F. Law ing , A p r i l 20, 1889;
George R. Hodges, Augus t 7, 1893, a t h i r d term; Emmett Woodall, June 23, 1897;
John R. Kennamer, May 7, 1910; P. E lw y n Page,was a p p o i n t e d a c t i n g Postmaster
Augu s t 6 , 193A. M r s . Ruby Evans Page , A p r i l 2h, 1936. The o f fi c e was made
Th i r d C lass Februa ry 11 , 1938. (19)

M r s . Ruby Evans r e t i r e d as Postmaster of Woodvi l le Pos t o f fi c e November 10 ,
1966. De l b e r t Hodges was appo i n t ed a c t i n g Postmaster a t t h a t t ime and s e r v e d
u n t i l . t h e appo in tmen t o f B e n t l y H i l l , May 3 , 1968. M r . H i l l i s s t i l l se rv ing
in t h i s o f fi c e . M r s . P a t s y Evans Warren i s C l e r k f o r t h e Woodv i l l e Pos t O f fi c e
and M r s . He l en Kennamer i s t h e sub s t i t u t e C l e r k . P. E lwyn Page i s t h e c a r r i e r
f o r Woodv i l le r u r a l r o u t e no. 1 and James D. Manning is t h e c a r r i e r f o r t h e
Woodv i l le r u r a l route no . 2 .

Un ion Cemetery is t h e l a r g e s t , b e s t k e p t and most des i r ed p l a c e f o r b u r i a l in
t h e Woodv i l l e a rea . On J u l y 16, 183M, Moses Maples and Wi fe Ca the r i ne made a
deed to t h e deacons of B e t h e l Chu rch to a p l o t of l a n d as a b u r i a l p l a c e . The
fi r s t p e r s o n b u r i e d in Un ion Cemetery was S a l l i e Map l e s , a young daugh te r o f
Joe Map l e s . S ince Oc t obe r 1 , 19h1, Un i o n Cemetery has had a c a r e t a k e r . Two
members f r om each chu r ch in t h e town, known as "Union Cemetery Memorial Commit !
t e e " c o l l e c t f unds and employ a c a r e t a k e r a n d s u p e r v i s e t h e wo r k . S . E . Kenn !
amer, t reasurer; J. F. Hodges, s ec r e t a r y ; W. J. Kennamer, p r e s i d e n t . Commi t !
tee: E a r n e s t Thomas, Dave Cobb, Homer Hodges, George B u t l e r , R . L . Jones ,
and M r s . F r an k Hodges. (These p e o p l e composed t h e committee in 1950 . ) (20)

1 In t h i s y e a r of 1976 t h e Union Cemetery Memorial Committee o f fi c e r s and members
are: G. 3- B u t l e r , P r e s i d en t ; P. E lwyn P a g e , Secretary-Treasurer; Committee:
Dave Cobb, Geo rge B u t l e r , M r s . Frank Hodges, Hous t on Kennamer, C lyde Thomas,
“Bud Pa g e , Kenne t h R. Hodges, Eddie Kennamer, Ches te r K ee l and E. R. C amp b e l l .

U n i o n P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t Church was fi r s t l o c a t e d i n a l o g house wh ich was
b u i l t n e a r t h e c e n t e r of U n i o n Cemetery in 1835. Th i s house had a l a r g e
fi r e p l a c e and t h e p u l p i t was o n t h e s i d e . I t was dest royed b y fi r e d u r i n g
t h e C i v i l War. A f e w members of B e t h e l Church of Madison County l i v i n in t h e
v i c i n i t y o f Woodv i l l e , Alabama, me t as an arm o f Be the l Church f r o m 1%3h
u n t i l c o n s t i t u t e d a s a chu r ch t h e fi r s t Sunday i n Augus t 1835; t h i s marks
t h e beg inn ing o f Union P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t Church. The two e l d e r s f o rm i n g t h e
Presby te ry to c o n s t i t u t e t h i s chu rch were John Wi l l i ams and James Downey.
The membership cons i s t e d of 2h members; 7 of t h e s e members were c o l o r e d . (21)

On t h e second Saturday in October 1835 un i o n Church became a member o f t h e
Mud Creek Assoc ia t i on wh i c h had been o r g an i z e d in 1821 a t Ho l l ywood , Alabama.
The church has me t r e g u l a r l y f r om 1835 u n t i l p r e s e n t w i t h o n l y a f e w e x c e p t i d n s .
From March of 1862 u n t i l September of t h a t same y e a r , t h e chu rch was unab l e ‘
t o meet. The f o l l o w i n g n o t e i s i n t h e o r i g i n a l chu rch book : " A moshon made and
sechent t h a t t h e church made a n o t e on t h e church book why t h e y have n o t ban
any mee t i ngs f r om March u n t i l September t h e reason why t h e Yanky was in o u r
naberhood and we coo l d n o t meet in t h a t t ime . " A l s o in t h e same minu tes t h e r e '
i s men t i on made o f a coup le o f b l a c k s i s t e r s be long ing to E . F. D i l l a r d b e i n g
dropped f r om fe l l owsh i p f o r h a v i n g gone o f f w i t h t h e Yankees. (22 )
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Town o f Woodv i l l e ( con t i nued )

From 1865 to 1867 t h e b l o c k house b u i l t by t h e Yankees at t h e Tank P lace
d u r i n g t h e C i v i l War t o keep p r i s o n e r s , was u s e d b y t h e P r im i t i v e B a p t i s t
Church f o r a p l a c e t o mee t . I n 1868 a l o g house, a t t h e s i d e o f t h e p r e s e n t
chu rch was b u i l t , l a t e r t h i s b u i l d i n g burned. September 20, 1880 donations
were made t o c o n s t r u c t a b u i l d i n g o n t h e p r o p e r t y o f J o h n Pa r k e r , t h i s b u i l d !
i n g was n o t e s t a b l i s h e d a s a chu rch , i t was t o b e u s e d f o r a s c h o o l w i t h t h e
“unders tand ing i t c o u l d be used by t h e P r i m i t i v e B a p t i s t s as a church so l o n g
a s t h i s d i d n o t i n t e r f e r e w i t h t h e s choo l hou rs . (23)

Two churches framed as arms w i t h t h e Un i on Church were Shipman Cove in 18hh,
and Goosepond in 1865. In rAugus t 1871 t h e chu rch r e c e i v e d a p e t i t i o n f r om t h e
c o l o r e d peop l e i n L a r k i n s v i l l e f o r a i d t o o r g a n i z e them a church. (2h)

In December 1895 Un i o n Church was r e b u i l t at t h e o l d p l a c e . G. W. Bulman,
H u l e t t e Cobb, R o b e r t G i l e s Thomas, and F r a nC i s Ma r i o n Chandler were a p p o i n t e d
t o see a f t e r t h i s b u i l d i n g . The p r e s e n t Un i o n Church b u i l d i n g was ded ica ted
March 3 , 1957. (2S) _

The f o l l o w i n g , l i s t e d i n ch rono l og i ca l o r d e r , a r e t h e p r e a c h e r s o f Un i on
Chu rch s i n c e 1835 u n t i l p r e s e n t : J o hn Moon, L e v i I s a b e l l , George F. Bulman,
P e t e r Map l e s , J o hn B u t l e r , W i l l i am Bowers , E l i j a h R . B e r r y , Siemon Houk, George
W. Bulman, Andrew J. Wann, Andrew J. Houk, Ha rvey P. Houk, John W. Page , John
G . L a n i e r , Thomas F l anagan , F r ed S t e w a r t , Gene Thomas, Holland L . C rumb l y,
C l i f t o n (Johnny) Johnson, James Denn is , Ho race J. S t ewa r t , R i c key Harcrow, and
Ray B e r r y . (26)

Deacons of Un i on Church s i n c e 1867 to p r e s e n t a re : James E l k i n s , W i l l e y
P a r k h e l l , J . R . Woodal l , Rober t J . Thomas, James Monrow Thomas, W i l l i am Brad
S t ewa r t , James Hodges, G r e e n B u t l e r , H u l e t t e C . Cobb, Hen ry L . Bulman, E r n e s t
VD. Thomas, S. E l b e r t Kennamer, Wi ley H. B u t l e r , Dav i d M. Cobb, Hen r y L. Thomas,
D a l l a s P. Woodal l , Gordon Thomas, J. C. Vaughn , C l yde Thomas, P o r t e r P e r k i n s ,
James R. B r o t h e r s , S r . The known_church c l e r k s are: Simon Houk, Moses Map l e s ,
F r a n c i s Ma r i on Chand le r, W i l l J . W i l son , W i l l i s 0 . B u t l e r , Weldon Kennamer,
and U l a s Dona ld Kennamer. (27)
As t h e Memphis and Charleston r a i l r o a d (now the Southern) p a s s ed some t h r e e !
q u a r t e r s o f a m i l e f rom Old Woodv i l l e ( s i t u a t e d on t he s tage-coach l i n e which
r a n f rom Huntsv i l l e t o Be l l e f o n t e ) a new Woodville sprang up o n i t s r i h t - o f
way. (1853-5h) (28) g
In about 1836 D r . F ranc i s L . D i l l a r d and h i s w i f e E l i zabe th Diggs H a r r i s
moved to t h e s i t e where Woodvi l le was l a t e r l o c a t e d n e a r t h e r a i l r oad ,
t h r e e - q u a r t e r s o f a m i l e west o f O ld Woodvil le. D r . D i l l a r d p r a c t i c e d medicine
at Woodvil le u n t i l h i s death. H i s p r a c t i c e extended f o r many m i l e s , and in
f a c t f a r beyond t h e u s u a l c o n fi n e s in t h o s e days of g r e a t distances. (29)

The l and i n t h e second l o ca t i o n o f t h e town was fi r
- s t owned b D r . D .h e a l s o owned q u i t e a t r a c t s o u t h and wes t o f t h e town. (30) y i l l a r d ,

In 18h9 D r . D i l l a r d r a n t h e f o l l o w i n g advertisement of "Land F o r Sa l e . " "I
o f f e r m y p l a n t a t i o n f o r s a l e p r i v a t e l y . I t i s o n t h e u b l i c r o a d f r om Hu n t s v i l l e
t o Be l l e f on te , 28 m i l e s f r om t h e f o rme r a n d 20 miles grom t h e l a t t e r p l a c e
and one m i l e f r om Pa i n t Rock R i v e r . I t c o n t a i n s 2&0 ac res , 180 c lea red . There
i s on t h e t r a c t a Good G i n , comfo r tab le dwe l l i n g , and outhouses. The terms
w i l l be l i b e r a l and app l i ca t i on to be made to me on t h e p r em i s e s . " F. L .
D i l l a r d , Woodv i l le , Jackson County, February 6 , 18h9. (31)

A memoria l ma r k e r in Un i on Cemetery r e a d s : F r anc i s L. D i l l a r d , b o r n Amherst
Coun t y, V i r g i n i a , January 28, 1800, d i e d Woodvi l le , Alabama May 31, 1852-!
E l i z a be t h Digges H a r r i s D i l l a r d , b o r n Amherst Coun t y, V i rg in ia , A p r i l 15, 1803,
d i ed , La r k i nsv i l l e , Alabama, Janua ry 5 , 1866. Marke r e r e c t e d i n l9hh by Thomas
W. and Wm. Logan M a r t i n to The Memory of T h e i r Ancestors.

Wood v i l l e r e c e i v e d a heavy t o l l f r om t h e C i v i l War. The members o f Company G ,
1 2 t h Alabama I n f a n t r y Regiment in t h e Confederate A rmy, were f r om Woodville_
and P a i n t Rock. The name of t h e company in t h e r e c o r d s is "Woodville S h a r p !
shoo t e r s , " t hough t h e r e a r e newspaper r e f e r ences t o t h e "Pa in t Rock Sha rp !
shooters . " When t h e company l e f t Woodv i l l e June 26, 1861, A. S. B i b b was
C a p t a i n b u t he r e s i g n e d at Yorktown, V a . , Dan i e l B u t l e r succeededC a p t . B i b b
i n command b u t d i e d s h o r t l y a f t e r and P. D . Ross became C a p t a i n . The c a s u a l t i e s
i n t h e company were h e a v y. 0 f t h e o r i g i n a l f u l l company o n l y t h r e e s u r r e n d e r e d
w i t h Lee a t Appoma t t o x . No o f fi c e r was p r e s e n t . J a s p e r W. S a y e r and Green '
Swear ingen were on d e t a i l as wagon d r i v e r s and Char les R. Sm i t h a l one was
i n l i n e . (32 )
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Town o f W o o d v i l l e ( c o n t i n u e d )

The f o u n d i n g o f t h e Church o f C h r i s t i n t h e W o o d v i l l e a r e a h a s been g i v e n
a s : " I n 1869 George Washington Bacon of G e o r g i a , came i n t o Kennamers Cove,
Alabama, and p r e a c h e d f o r a s h o r t t i m e , w h i c h r e s u l t e d in t h r e e persons o b e y i n g
t h e g o s p e l , S. F. Kennamer a n d h i s two s i s t e r s H a r r i e t and Damar is . He had
p r e a c h e d o n l y a f e w d i s c o u r s e s i n t h e c h u r c h a t P i s g a h , when D a v i d Kennamer, S r . ,
l o c k e d t h e doors a g a i n s t h im . D u r i n g t h e n e x t y e a r , Bacon, V i r g i l Woods and
Joseph W h e e l e r a l l preached in t h e Cove, and e l e v e n more obeyed t h e
g o s p e l , and a l o g house was e r e c t e d n e a r t h e o l d home of J a c o b Kennamer."
F i n d i n g t h i s l o g house t o o s m a l l t o s u i t t h e needs o f t h e c h u r c h , t h e Pine
G r o v e C h u r c h was e r e c t e d i n 1898. (33)

The c h u r c h a t W o o d v i l l e was s t a r t e d b y members o f t h e Kennamer Cove C h u r c h
m o v i n g t o W o o d v i l l e . The fi r s t m e e t i n g was h e l d i n a t e n t , b y R . N . Moody. H e
was f o l l o w e d b y J . M . Ga ine r who h e l d a m e e t i n g i n t h e o l d M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h
house. (3h)

The Wo o d v i l l e Church o f C h r i s t b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d i n t h e summer o f 1913
on p a r t of J. R. Kennamer 's g a r d e n . An a d d i t i o n was made in 1926. (35) Through
t h e y e a r s many m o d e r n improvements have b e e n made on t h i s c h u r c h b u i l d i n g and
a b a p t i s t r y was i n s t a l l e d i n 1968.
The fi r s t M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h i n Wo o d v i l l e was b u i l t n e a r t h e o l d e l m t r e e ,
j u s t beh ind t h e p r e s e n t home o f George S . B u t l e r , f o r m e r l y known a s t h e J . R .
Kennamer home. One source of m a t e r i a l gives t h e d a t e of t h i s c h u r c h b e i n g
b u i l t in 1873, a n o t h e r sou rce s t a t e s 1 69-1870. The o r i g i n a l c h u r c h r e g i s t e r
o f t h e W o o d v i l l e M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h c o n t a i n s 1871 a s t h e e a r l i e s t d a t e e n t e r e d .
Th is r e g i s t e r s t a t e s "Woodvi l le, L a r k i n s v i l l e C i r c u i t , N o r t h Alabama Con fe rence ,
M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l Church, South. " The p a s t o r s l i s t e d i n t h i s r e g i s t e r a r e
r e c o r d e d w i t h terms o f s e r v i c e f r o m 1871 t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s . I t i s r e c o r d e d
i n t h i s r e g i s t e r "W. P. Guynn, r e c e i v e d b y l e t t e r , b y J . R . W i l son , P a s t o r ,
Septembergl872" number one on t h e l o n g l i s t of members r e g i s t e r e d t h r o u g h t h e
y e a r s .  ( 3  )

The p r e s e n t Me thod is t Church b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d in 1912, a s h o r t d i s tance
n o r t h o f t h e fi r s t c h u r c h b u i l d i n g . A deed was made b y G . S . B u t l e r and w i f e ,
o n December 31 , 1936, t o t h e t r u s t e e s o f t h e P a i n t Rock C i r c u i t , H u n t s v i l l e
D i s t r i c t , M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l Church, S o u t h . Th is i n c l u d e d P a i n t Rock,
Wo o d v i l l e , L imrock and A s p e l ( S m i t h ' s Chape l ) . T h i s deed was f o r p r o p e r t y
pu rchased f o r a M e t h o d i s t Parsonage . The t r u s t e e s were: E . R . C a m p b e l l , Sam H.
Kennamer, 0. D. Hodges, W. H. H i l l , R. W. Smi th , C lyde G e n t l e and H e r b e r t Sm i t h .
The f u n d i n g of t h i s Parsonage was made p o s s i b l e t h r o u g h t h e e f f o r t s of t h e
membership w i t h some a s s i s t a n c e f r o m t h e Board of Church Ex tens ion of t h e M. E.
Church , S o u t h . (37)

The W o o d v i l l e M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h has b e e n w e l l known t h r o u g h t h e y e a r s f r o m t h e
d e d i c a t e d e f f o r t s p u t f o r t h i n t h e n o t e w o r t h y w o r k o f i t s members. I m p r o v e m e n t s
have b e e n made o n t h e b u i l d i n g a s t h e years p a s s e d b y and i s c o m p l e t e l y conformed
t o p r e s e n t day u s a g e , s t y l e and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f o t h e r s m a l l town c h u r c h e s o f
t h i s p e r i o d . (38)

B e f o r e t h e C i v i l WarJSChool was t a u g h t at Woodv i l l e in a l o g house wh ich s t o o d
n e a r t h e p r e s e n t home o f James R . B r o t h e r s , S r . , f o r m e r l y t h e D . C . Kennamer
p l a c e . A s c h o o l house was b u i l t o n t h e l a n d o f D r . D i l l a r d s o u t h o f town. The
s c h o o l was moved t o t h e l a n d o f Rufus H . J o n e s o n " T i c k R i d g e . " I n 1880,a
s c h o o l b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d i n t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t o f town. B e f o r e t h i s d a t e
a f e w s c h o o l s were t a u g h t in t h e Method is t Church . In l905,a new and b e t t e r
s c h o o l b u i l d i n g o f 3 rooms was e r e c t e d o n e - h a l f m i l e west o f town n e a r t h e
r a i l r o a d . Th is became known a s W o o d v i l l e S c h o o l . (39)

I n 1923 t h e fi r s t h i g h s c h o o l b u i l d i n g was b u i l t . This b u i l d i n g , w h i c h c o n s i s t e d
o f s i x rooms and a n a u d i t o r i u m , c o s t a b o u t $16,000. A l a r g e p o r t i o n o f t h i s
money was r a i s e d by t h e p e o p l e of Woodvi l le and s u r r o u n d i n g communities. P l a y s
and b o x suppe rs were g i v e n t o h e l p r a i s e money. The fi r s t p r i n c i p a l o f t h i s
s c h o o l was Miss M a r y S h i p p . S i x o t h e r t e a c h e r s were h i r e d t o t e a c h i n t h i s
s c h o o l , t h e y were: W. G . J o n e s , S r . , Miss Ger t rude H a l l , Miss K a t e C h a n d l e r,
M iss M a r y M ichae ls , Miss M a t t i e L o u S t o c k t o n , and Miss Mar tha Ta t e . I n t h e
s p r i n g o f l92h seventeen boys and g i r l s were g r a d u a t e d a s t h e fi r s t g r a d u a t i n g
c l a s s of Woodvi l le H i g h Schoo l . Recky R idge , Rock D a l e , and Pine Grove Schoo l s
wire c o n s o l i d a t e d w i t h Woodv i l l e i n 192h; l a t e r Hodges C h a p e l came t o Wo o d v i l l e .
( 0)

K . E . B o y k i n was p r i n c i p a l i n 192h-25; J . C l a r k Hodg ins f o l l o w e d i n 1925-26.
I n 1923-2h a g i r l ' s b a s k e t b a l l team was o r g a n i z e d . The team was d e f e a t e d o n l y
by S t e v e n s o n S c h o o l . In 192h-25 t h e Woodv i l l e team became t h e champions . ( h l )

The team Captain was N e l l Chandler, t h e p l a y e r s b e i n g Lo i s L i v i n g s t o n , B e r t i e
Kennamer, Louise M a p l e s , Grace E v a n s , w h i l e t h e s u b s t i t u t e s were M i l d red
Wo o d a l l and E d i t h Kennamer. (M2) .
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Town o f Wood v i l l e ( c o n t i n u e d )

The b o y ' s b a s k e t b a l l team t h a t y e a r c ons i s t e d o f : H i l b e r t Kennamer, C a p t a i n
and t h e p l a y e r s were Leo Page , J . R. Kennamer, J r . , R o b e r t B u t l e r and P o r t e r
P e r k i n s . S u b s t i t u t e s were Aubrey P e t e r s , E d g a r K l i n e and E l t o n Kennamer. (M3)

J u l i a n B u t l e r came a s p r i n c i p a l O f Wood v i l l e S c h o o l i n 1926 and remained
u n t i l 1929. D u r i n g M r . B u t l e r ' s p r i n c i p a l s h i p t h e fi r s t P. T. A . was o r g a n i z e d
i n 1927. There we re h 5 members who e n r o l l e d and dues were 10¢ p e r member. I n
1929 W . R . R i l e y was h i r e d a s p r i n c i p a l and remained i n t h a t p o s i t i o n u n t i l
1932. I n 1932-33 t h e d ep r e s s i o n h i t Wood v i l l e h a r d , and t h e s c h o o l was c l o s e d .
There was n o p u b l i c s c h o o l t a u g h t t h a t y e a r , b u t a f e w p r i v a t e s c h o o l s d i d
r ema i n open. (uh)

I n 1933 t h e s c h o o l r eopened , and J u l i a n B u t l e r r e t u r n e d a s p r i n c i p a l . H e
remained a s p r i n c i p a l u n t i l 1936. The h i g h s c h o o l became a c c r e d i t e d b y t h e
Alabama S t a t e Depa r tmen t i n 1935. D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d a comb ina t i on home
economics b u i l d i n g and l u n c h room was b u i l t . The fi r s t l u n c h room was begun
in 1935 w i t h M r s . N e t t i e Page as cook . The l u n c h was v e r y s imp le because o f
l i m i t e d f a c i l i t i e s , b u t a l u n c h c o s t o n l y seven c en t s . (MS)

M r . F l o y d She r r o d , in 1936, came as p r i n c i p a l of_Woodville S c h o o l . He s e r v e d in
t h i s p o s i t i o n u n t i l 1938. I n 1938 M r . H a r o l d P h i l l i p s was h i r e d a s p r i n c i p a l
and was h e r e f o r n i n e y e a r s . D u r i n g t h i s t i m e more rooms were b u i l t ; i n d o o r
r e s t rooms were added and a commer ica l depa r tmen t was enac ted i n t o t h e s c h o o l
p r o g r am . (h6)

M r . D e l b e r t H i c k s was s e c u r e d a s p r i n c i p a l i n 19u7. H e was e l e c t e d a s S u p e r i n !
t e n d e n t o f Educa t i o n f o r J a c k son Coun t y i n May o f 1948. He d i d n o t t a k e o f fi c e
u n t i l 19h9; t h e r e f o r e h e remained a s p r i n c i p a l u n t i l t h e s p r i n g o f 19h9. O n
December 1 , 19MB, d i s a s t e r s t r u c k Woo d v i l l e S c h o o l . The ma i n b u i l d i n g , composed
o f 1 0 c l ass rooms and an aud i t o r i um , bu r ned t o t h e g r o und . The l o s s was e s t i !
ma ted around $75,000.00. S c h oo l work c o n t i n u e d w i t h c l a s s e s t a u g h t in t h e home
economics b u i l d i n g and t h e c hu r c h e s of t h e communi ty. The Woodv i l l e H i gh
S c h o o l g r a d u a t i n g e x e r c i s e s o f 19h9 we r e h e l d i n t h e Woodv i l l e T h e a t r e . D u r i n g
19h9 t h e new s c h o o l was b u i l t o n a l O - a c r e p l o t o n t h e wes t s i d e o f t h e r o a d
f r om t h e p r e v i o u s s c h o o l b u i l d i n g . Th i s s c h o o l was composed of 10 classrooms,
l i b r a r y , and a combina t ion gym and aud i t o r i um. The o l d home economics b u i l d i n g
was moved to t h e new s i t e and con t i nued to be used. (h?)

I n 19h9 M r . M i l t o n Holmes was s e c u r e d a s p r i n c i p a l o f Woodv i l l e H i gh S c h o o l .
The new gym was ded i c a t e d J a n u a r y 2M, 1950. The cos t o f t h e new s c h o o l was
app rox ima te l y $100,000.00. D u r i n g t h e p e r i o d f r om 19u9 to 1954 t h e s c h oo l
s t a r t e d r e c e i v i n g more s t u d e n t s f r o m t h e f e e d e r s choo l s , s k y l i n e , L imrock ,
P a i n t Rock, and L a r k i n s v i l l e . P i e r ce t on Schoo l was c l o s e d , and t h e e n t i r e
s t u d e n t body s t a r t e d a t t e n d i n g Woodvi l le S c h o o l . (h8)

M r . E . S . McCauley f o l l o w e d M r . Holmes a s p r i n c i p a l i n l95h, h e was succeeded
b y B i l l y Ra i ns , who was p r i n c i p a l f r o m 1955 u n t i l 1961. I n 1955 Woodv i l l e was
s u c c e s s f u l i n e n a c t i n g v o c a t i o n a l a g r i c u l t u r e i n t o t h e i r c u r r i c u l um . M r . Gordon
Lewis was secu r ed a s t e a c h e r , and a new v o c a t i o n a l a g r i c u l t u r e b u i l d i n g was
b u i l t . Two new c l ass rooms were added to t h e m a i n b u i l d i n g d u r i n g t h i s t ime . (h9)

M r . A . A . Clemens was p l a c e d a s p r i n c i p a l i n t h e Woodv i l l e S c h oo l i n 1961. I n
t h i s same y e a r h e was a p p o i n t e d a s S u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f Educa t i o n o f Jackson
Co u n t y t o fi l l t h e vacancy caused b y t h e d e a t h o f M r . Howard P h i l l i p s . M r . Gene
Thomas se r v ed a s p r i n c i p a l f o r t h e rema i nde r o f t h e y e a r . (50)

M r . L . H . Yo r k was appo i n t ed p r i n c i p a l i n 1962, t h i s y e a r t h e new home economics
b u i l d i n g and l u n c h r o om was b u i l t . I n 196M v o c a t i o n a l home economics was begun
i n t h e s c h o o l . M i ss K a t i e P r e c i s e was t h e fi r s t v o c a t i o n a l home economics t e a c h !
e r and she i s s t i l l h o l d i n g t h a t p o s i t i o n . I n 196M P a i n t Rock E lemen ta r y S c h o o l
was c o n s o l i d a t e d w i t h Woo d v i l l e S c h o o l . (51)

In 1965 M r . Sam B a i l e succeeded M r . Yo r k as p r i n c i p a l o f Woodv i l l e S c h o o l .
He rema ined u n t i l 1968- Du r i ng t h i s t ime , two new c l a s s rooms were added a l o n g
w i t h two r e s t rooms. Th i s was b u i l t a s a n annex t o t h e ma i n b u i l d i n g . I n t h e
f a l l o f 1966 t h e s c h o o l became i n t e g r a t e d . L imrock S c h o o l ' s n i n t h g r a de was
added t o Woodv i l l e S c h o o l i n 1966. I n l967,the s c h o o l f a c u l t y was i n t eg ra t ed . ( 52 )

M r . W i l l a r d Townson succeeded M r . B a i l e y , i n 1968,as p r i n c i p a l , and s e r v e d i n
t h i s c a p a c i t y u n t i l 1972. A t t h a t t i m e h e was r e p l a c e d b y M r . James R . P r a t t ,
t h e p r e s e n t p r i n c i p a l o f Woodv i l l e S c h o o l . D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d o f t i m e s i n c e
1968 f o u r new c l a s s rooms have b e e n added to t h e annex . (53)

S e v e r a l c l u b s a r e f u n c t i o n i n g v e r y a c t i v e l y i n t h e s c h o o l . The Be t a C l u b
sponso r s a mon t h l y newspaper known as t h e B e t a G a z e t t e . The Se n i o r C l a s s
sponsors t h e yea r b oo k , which i s known as The Pan t h e r. The s t u d e n t s a r e a c t i v e
i n s e v e r a l s p o r t s , m a i n l y b a s k e t b a l l a n d ba seba l l . A new t e n n i s c o u r t h a s
b e e n comp l e t e d th is y e a r t o add t o t h e s p o r t s a c t i v i t i e s o f t h e s tuden ts . (5h )
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To w n  o f  w o o d v i l l e  ( c o n t i n u e d )

The Woodv i l l e M i s s i o n a r y B a p t i s t C h u r c h was o rgan i zed September 8 , 1931 ,
b y t h e P r e s b y t e r y made u p o f Reverends C . T. S t a r k e y , W. F. Brooks , W. A .
R e c t o r , A . B . C a n a n t , A . L . B a t e s , J . D . C a r r o l l and H . E . B e l l . T h i s o r g a n i é
z a t i o n a l m e e t i n g was h e l d a t t h e home o f M r . & M r s . R . L . J o n e s , i n Wo o d v i l l e ,
w i t h t h e f o l l o w i n g Church members p r e s e n t : M r s . B idd ie J o n e s , M r s . Amanda Jones,
Mrs. Nannie Campbe l l , M r s . E l s i e B a r c l a y , M r s . Syd McGehee, M r s . L . C . Kennamer,
M r s . C l e o R i c h and M r . P. F. M a p l e s . (55) ‘

The fi r s t p e o p l e t o j o i n t h e n e w l y o rgan i zed Woodv i l l e M i s s i o n a r y B a p t i s t
c h u r c h were: M r . W. G . J o n e s , Miss K a t i e C a m p b e l l , and M r . J . O . B a r c l a y .
On Sunday September 1 3 , 1931 t h e fi r s t b a p t i m n was h e l d b e f o r e a l a r g e
crowd at t h e P a i n t Rock River.Those b a p t i z e d by Reverend A. B. Canant were:
W i l l i a m G . J o n e s , Homer Hodges, M r s . M i l l a r d Hodges, M r s . C lyde Cameron and
J . 0 . B a r c l a y . M iss K a t i e Campbe l l r e q u e s t e d Reverend W. F. Brooks t o b a p t i z e
h e r . (56)

M r . & M r s . R . L . Jones deeded t h e p r o p e r t y f o r t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h i s Church
i n t h e y e a r o f 1931. The chu rch was e r e c t e d t h r o u g h s o l i c i t o u s l y e f f o r t s o f
t h e membersh ip . The fi r s t s e r v i c e h e l d by t h e Woodv i l le M i s s i o n a r y Church ,
a f t e r a p a s t o r , Reverend W a l t e r R e c t o r, w a s c a l l e d , members o f e v e r y c h u r c h
i n t h e Tennessee R i v e r A s s o c i a t i o n a t t e n d e d t o w o r s h i p w i t h t h e members o f
t h i s n e w l y o rgan ized c h u r c h . The b u i l d i n g would n o t h o l d t h e peop le and t h i s
was one o f t h e l a r g e s t c rowds t o a t t e n d a s e r v i c e a t t h i s c h u r c h t o d a t e . (57)

P a s t o r s o f t h e Woodv i l l e M i s s i o n a r y B a p t i s t C h u r c h , f r o m t h e fi r s t one, Reverend
Wa l t e r R e c t o r to t h e present a r e : Reverends J. D. C a r r o l l , J. B . . I g 6 u , Clyde
H a r l e s s , C . L . M o r r i s , . J . M i n n e x , ‘ J . C . Va n d i v e r, R a l p h A b l e s , Howard McGehee,
P o s e y M a p l e s , F l o y d Roebuck, George Bank, Wes ley Johnson , F l o y d H a r r i s o n , Va n
K n i g h t , Newel Hawkins, James R . C a v e s , Judson P h i l l i p s , Bu fo rd Ta y l o r , and
F l o y d H a r r i s o n i s t h e p r e s e n t p a s t o r o f t h i s c h u r c h . (58)

A t p r e s e n t , t h e Woodv i l l e M i s s i o n a r y B a p t i s t Church i s t h r i v i n g and i s one
o f t h e b e s t i n t h e c o u n t y. Through t h e years t h e b u i l d i n g has b e e n improved
and new modern a d d i t i o n s have b e e n added t o house fi v e Sunday S c h o o l rooms,
a d i n i n g room and k i t c h e n e t t e , more t h a n d o u b l i n g t h e S p a c e t h e o r i g i n a l
a u d i t o r i u m c o n s i s t e d o f . (59)

I n t h e e a r l y 1 9 3 0 ' s , U . S . Highway 7 2 was b u i l t t h r o u g h Jackson C o u n t y. The
l o c a t i o n o f t h i s m a j o r h ighway l e f t t h e Town of Woodv i l le a s h o r t d i s t a n c e
away o n t h e o l d g r a v e l r o a d and near_ the r a i l r o a d , t h u s i n s p i r a t i o n arose i n
t h e bus iness p e o p l e to b u i l d new houses o f bus iness n e a r t h e new h ighway. H o w - .
e v e r , e v e n w i t h new p l a c e s o f b u s i n e s s b e i n g e r e c t e d o n t h e new h i g h w a y, t h r e e
o f t h e o l d e s t a b l i s h e d b u s i n e s s e s cont inued t o opera te f o r s e v e r a l y e a r s .
B u t l e r a n d K e n n a m e r, C a m p b e l l B r o t h e r s , and Hodges B a r b e r S h o p . One b u s i n e s s ,
t h e Woodv i l le B e a u t y S h o p , is l o c a t e d in t h a t l o c a t i o n of Woodvi l le t o d a y. M r s . '
Glennis P a t t e r s o n owns and opera tes t h i s b e a u t y shop i n t h e b u i l d i n g where t h e
Hodges B a r b e r Shop was l o c a t e d .

Since t h e e a r l y 1930%:many modes of p r o g r e s s have b e e n made f o r t h e c i t i z e n s
o f Woodvi l le and t h e s u r r o u n d i n g c o m m u n i t y. N o n o t i c a b l e i n c r e a s e i n p o p u l a t !
i o n was e v i d e n t u n t i l i n t h e e a r l y 1950's. Since t h a t t ime fi v e S u b d i v i s i o n s
have b e e n b u i l t p r o v i d i n g t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r new c i t i z e n s t o move i n t o t h e
a r e a . '

A Woodvi l le Community B u i l d i n g was b u i l t in 1959 f o r t h e purpose of h o u s i n g
Woodv i l l e ' s fi r s t fi r e t r u c k , pu rchased same y e a r , and to s e r v e as a town
h a l l and m e e t i n g p l a c e f o r l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Th is b u i l d i n g was accomp l i shed
t h r o u g h t h e e f f o r t s o f The Woodvi l le R u r i t a n C l u b , c i t i z e n s of t h e communi ty
and w i t h t h e suppor t o f o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s in n e a r b y communi t ies .

I n October o f 196M a p u b l i c w a t e r system was i n s t a l l e d . I n 1976 a n e x t e n s i o n
of t h i s w a t e r system h a s b e e n made w h i c h doub led t h e number of customers now
on t h e system. M r s . Helen.Kennamer h a s s e r v e d t h e Woodvi l le Water Department
as bookkeepe r s i n c e i t s e x i s t e n c e .

The new Woodv i l l e Post O f fi c e b u i l d i n g was c o n s t r u c t e d o n Highway 7 2 i n 1965,
one would suppose, o f fi c i a l l y m o v i n g t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e Town o f Woodvil le t o
i t s p r e s e n t l o c a t i o n o n t h e h i g h w a y.

Woodvi l le Branch , The F i r s t National Bank o f S c o t t s b o r o , Alabama was opened f o r
b u s i n e s s F e b r u a r y 6, 1967 w i t h Rober t McCormack, manager, and Elizabetthenna-.
m e r, Te l l e r . S ince t h a t d a t e two a d d i t i o n s have b e e n added t o t h e bank b u i l d i n g !
more t h a n d o u b l i n g t h e o r i g i n a l s i z e o f t h e b u i l d i n g . Today employees o t h e r
t h a n t h e o r i g i n a l ones a r e : Talma Ann P e r k i n s , Ann C a v e s , He len McCormack,
John David Chapman i s s e r v i n g a s s e c u r i t y g u a r d .
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Town of Woodvi l le (cont inued)

Today a new super f o u r l a n e h ighway 7 2 i s u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n and i t t a k e s
b u t l i t t l e i m a g i n a t i o n t o e n v i s i o n where t h e c h i l d r e n and g r a n d c h i l d r e n o f
t o d a y ' s Woodvi l le c i t i z e n s w i l l see t h e Town of Wo o d v i l l e l o c a t e d .

No one c a n deny t h a t Woodv i l le has a h i s t o r y o f i t s own. w h i c h h a s j u s t b e e n
touched-on in t h i s a r t i c l e . T h a t i t h a s p l a y e d a m a j o r p a r t in t h e h i s t o r y of
t h i s r e g i o n of Alabama is k n o w n f r o m t h e s t a t e of New Yo r k to t h e s t a t e of
C a l i f o r n i a , where t h e decendants o f t h e f o u n d i n g f a t h e r s o f Woodv i l le have
m i g r a t e d . I t has b e e n ascer ta ined t h a t some of t h e s e d e c e n d a n t s have n e v e r
s e e n t h e Town of Woodv i l le b u t have b e e n t o l d or have r e a d o f t h e f r e e g e n t l e !
f o l k and t h e i r p l e a s a n t l i v e s g e n e r a t i o n a f t e r g e n e r a t i o n .
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JACKSON COUNTY SENTINEL

A p r i l 2 2 , 1952
P a r k e r C a m p b e l l , E d i t o r

J o h n R. Kennamer, S r . , a g e . 7 9 , o f Woodv i l l e , d i e d in t h e H u n t s v i l l e H o s p i t a l
a t 10:45, Sunday, A p r i l 6 , 1952. The f a m i l y , town, coun t y and s t a t e have
s u f f e r e d a g r e a t l o s s of a v a l u a b l e man in t h e p a s s i n g of John R. Kennamer.

J o h n R. Kennamer was b o r n in Kennamer Cove, M a r s h a l l C o u n t y, Alabama, Jan .12 ,
1873, t h e fi f t h s o n and t e n t h c h i l d of D a v i d and K i t t y Lew is Kennamer. He
s p e n t h i s e a r l y l i f e i n t h e Cove a t t e n d i n g s c h o o l a t P isgah f r o m t h e age o f
fi v e y e a r s to young manhood. In 1892 he e n t e r e d G r e e n Academy at N a t , Alabama,
where h e s t u d i e d f o r two y e a r s and r e c e i v e d t h e fi r s t c e r t i fi c a t e o f f e r e d
b y t h a t schoo l i n 189u. Then i n t h e f a l l o f t h a t same y e a r h e e n r o l l e d i n
t h e T r i - S t a t e U n i v e r s i t a t Sco t tsboro , Alabama and s t u d i e d f o r two y e a r s ,
g r a d u a t i n g i n June o f lg96 w i t h a B . S . d i p l o m a . T h i s c o n c l u d e d h i s f o r m a l
educat ion b u t he was a d i l i g e n t s t u d e n t and an e x t e n s i v e r e a d e r thoughout
h i s l i f e . .

F o r a number o f y e a r s h e farmed and t a u g h t s c h o o l m o s t l y i n M a r s h a l l , Jackson
and B l o u n t Counties. B u t in 1903 he moved to Wo o d v i l l e where he became engaged
i n t h e m e r c a n t i l e business. I t was h e r e t h a t h e was a p p o i n t e d p o s t m a s t e r i n
1910 and s e r v e d w e l l f o r some 2 h y e a r s .

H e had a w i d e and v a r i e d c a r e e r i n f a r m i n g , t e a c h i n g , m e r c a n t i l e bus iness
and b e i n g p o s t m a s t e r, b u t t h e s e were m e r e l y voca t ions . B y a v o c a t i o n h e was
a w r i t e r , s t u d e n t , and what he cons idered by f a r t h e most i m p o r t a n t o f a l l
was an elder in t h e Church o f C h r i s t . The church in Woodv i l l e i s a mounment
to h i s more t h a n 56 y e a r s of f a i t h f u l membership and a b l e t e a c h i n g of God 's
Word.

A n o t h e r o f h i s g r e a t l o v e s was h i s t o r i c a l w r i t i n g s . Those t h a t were p u b l i s h e d
in book f o r m i n c l u d e fi r s t of a l l : The Kennamer F a m i l y in 1925, in 1935 t h e
H i s t o r y o f Jackson County was c o m p i l e d . The S t o r y o f Woodv i l l e was fi n i s h e d
and d i s t r i b u t e d i n 1950. Throughtou t t h e l a s t decades h e wro te w i d e l y t o t h i s
county p a p e r o n many s u b j e c t s . H i s c o l l e c t i o n s o f c l i p p i n g s a r e monumental.
H e p r o b a b l y knew a s many p e o p l e and m o r e l o c a l h i s t o r y t h a n any o t h e r Jackson
Countian, and was c o n s u l t e d by p e o p l e f r o m f a r and n e a r when any m a t t e r of
da tes o r f a m i l y l i n e a g e a rose .

He was p r e s i d e n t o f t h e Kennamer F a m i l y Assoc ia t i on , an o r g a n i z a t i o n l a r g e l y
founded by h im a b o u t 25 y e a r s a g o . The a n n u a l m e e t i n g of t h i s group h e l d t h e
l a s t S a t u r d a y i n A u g u s t k e p t t h i s f a m i l y one o f t h e c l o s e s t k n i t c l a n s i n t h e
Sou th .

E d i t o r ' s No te : M r . Kennamer, M r . Sam A t c h l e y and M r . Homer Hodges were in
t h e McCoy Moun ta in s u r v e y i n g some t i m b e r l a n d o n f o o t and M r . Kennamer f e l l
and broke h i s h i p . M r . Hodges s t a y e d by M r . Kennamer w h i l e M r . A t c h l e y wa lked
t h e d i s tance o f f t h e m o u n t a i n down to Cobb C r e e k Road a t t h e l o c a t i o n o f Old
Woodvi l le as c o u n t y s e a t of D e c a t u r C o u n t y, to g i v e t h e a l e r t of what had
h a p p e n e d .  '

An ambulance was summoned and men of t h e community c a r r i e d t h e s t r e t c h e r i n t o
t h e moun ta i n and b r o u g h t M r . Kennamer o u t to t h e r o a d where t h e ambulance was
s t a n d i n g b y . M r . Kennamer l i v e d a b o u t a week b e f o r e developing p n e u m o n i a .



THE ALABAMA HERALD
May 8, 1877

A . Snodg r a s s , E d i t o r

Moses Map l es was b o r n in S e v i e r C o u n t y, Tennessee on t h e 13th o f Sep tember
1802. H i s f a t h e r and m o t h e r had r e c e n t l y em i g r a t e d f r o m t h e commonwea l th o f
V i r g i n i a , he grew up r e c e i v i n g a v e r y l i m i t e d educa t ion . In 1820 he ma r r i e d
Ca t ha r i ne Mann ing , whose pa ren t s had r e c e n t l y em ig r a t ed f r om New J e r s e y.
H imse l f and w i f e began t h i s w o r l d w i t h l i t t l e o f i t s goods ; n e v e r r e ce i v ed
any l e ga c i e s w o r t h men t i o n i n g . He came t o t h i s coun ty i n 1827 and bought a n
improvement in March 1828, moved to i t . In 1829 s e t t l e d where he now l i v e s ,
n e a r WOodv i l l e ; he was mak ing h i s t h i r d c r o p when t h e l a n d came i n t o ma r k e t
i n 1830. He had a p r eemp t i o n r i g h t b u t was o n l y a b l e a t t h a t t ime t o se cu r e
8 0 a c r e s ; b u t w i t h h o n e s t , ene rgy and economy h e added t o i t a s t h e o p p o r t u n i t y

Ap r e sen t e d i t s e l f u n t i l h e s e cu r e d 750 a c r e s , wh ich was va l u ed b y t h e U . S .
Census t a k e n i n 1860 a t $1M,000. H i s hands a t t h a t t i m e were a b l e t o c u l t i v a t e
300 ac r e s i n c l u d i n g s m a l l g r a i n and c l o v e r . I a m c o n fi d e n t a t t h a t t ime h e d i d
n o t owe $ 1 . 0 0 i n t h e w o r l d , b u t a l a s t h e u n f o r t u n a t e war l e f t h i m b u t l i t t l e
e x c e p t h i s b a r e a c r e s . H e says h i s p r o g r e s s and e x p e r i e n c e t h r o u g h a l o n g l i f e
h a s c o n v i n c e d h im t h a t n o man w i t h r e a s o n a b l e sense and p h y s i c a l a b i l i t y need
b e wan t i n g i n p e c u n i a r y, s o c i a l , and m o r a l s t a n d i n g ; i f h e i s , i t s h i s own '
f a u l t .

A f t e r M r . Maples became pe rmanen t l y s e t t l e d h i s f e l l o w c i t i z e n s u r g e d h im t o
see k o f fi c e and s h o r t l y a f t e r was e l e c t e d J u s t i c e o f The Peace wh i c h o f fi c e h e
o c c a s s i o n a l l y h e l d f o r t o y e a r s . I n 18hh he became a c a n d i d a t e f o r a s e a t i n
t h e l o w e r b r a n c h o f t h e l e g i s l a t u r e a n d was e l e c t e d . I t w i l l b e remembered t h a t
i n t h a t same y e a r was t h e p o l i t i c a l c on t e s t between James K . P o l k and He n r y
C l a y f o r t h e P r e s i d en c y. M r . Map l e s , t r u e t o h i s p o l i t i c a l s e n t imen t s used
e v e r y e f f o r t f o r James K. P o l k ' s success. I t w i l l be remembered a l s o t h a t t h e
Bank ing Sys t em o f t h e s t a t e , r e c k l e s s l y managed, had i n v o l v e d t h e s t a t e i n
heavy bonds, w h i c h caused t h e s p i r i t o f r e p u d i a t i o n t o b r e a k o u t d u r i n g t h e
canvass o f l8hh. M r . M a p l e s , u n w i l l i n g t h a t t h e c r e d i t o f t h e s t a t e shou l d b e
t a r n i s h e d b y a n a c t o f t h e l e g i s l a t u r e , t o l d t h e p eop l e t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t y
t h a t i f t h e y wished a n a c t o f r e p u d i a t i o n passed t o g i v e h im i n s t r u c t i o n s a t
t h e b a l l o t b o x b y l e a v i n g h i s name o f f t h e t i c k e t . H e a ided d u r i n g t he sess i on
t o p u t a l l t h e banks t h a t had p l a y e d such p r a n k s i n a s t a t e o f l i q u i d a t i o n . I n
18u7, he was e l e c t e d a commissioner of Roads and Revenue, which p l a c e he h e l d
f o r many y e a r s . I n 1855 wh i l e a member o f t h e board , h e was e l e c t e d a g a i n t o
t h e l e g i s l a t u r e . I t w i l l b e remembered t h a t d u r i n g t h a t canvass was t h e decade
o f know no t h i n g i sm , wh i c h caused a ha r d f o ugh t b a t t l e t h r o ughou t t h e s t a t e ,
t h e Democrats t r i umph i ng . '

I n 1860, when t h e S p i r i t o f success ion began to d r i p o u t , M r . Map les t o o k a
b o l d s t a n d a g a i n s t i t p u b l i c l y and p r i v a t e l y , a l t h o u gh h e s u p p o r t e d t h e
nominees o f t h e Ba l t imo re Conven t i o n f o r t h e p r e s i d e n c y, i n t h a t memorable
campaign as to h i s cou r se in r e l a t i o n to success ion, i t is t h e r i g h t o f h i s
f e l l o w c i t i z e n s t o d e c i d e ; h e was h o n e s t i n h i s p r e t e n t i o n s and a s c r i b e d hone s t y
to t hose who d i f f e r w i t h h im on t h i s momentous q u e s t i o n . J u s t p r e v i o u s to t h e
Ordinance o f Success ion , t h e q u e s t i o n was asked h im, w h i l e mak i ng a s p e e c h ,
wha t he wou ld do i f t h e Ordinance o f Success ion was pa s s ed by t h e conven t i on ,
h i s answer was " I canno t l e a v e my mo the r l a nd , c onsequen t l y t h e f a t e and t h e
fortune of t h e s o u t h w i l l be m ine . "

No tw i ths tand ing t h e d i f f e r e n c e o f o p i n i o n between h im and a l a r g e m a j o r i t y o f
h i s f e l l o w c i t i z e n s , M r . Map l es was a g a i n e l e c t e d a member o f t h e coun t y
commissioners in 1866 and a l s o in.187h and had se r ved on t h e boa r d n e a r 15 yea r s ,

M r . Map les says t h a t memories and scenes w i t h wh i c h he i s su r r ounded admonish
h i m t h a t t h e end o f h i s e a r t h l y c a r e e r i s n o t f a r d i s t a n t . E v e r y c i t i z e n t h a t
l i v e d i n t h e Woodv i l l e p r e c i n c t , when he s e t t l e d i n i t h a s passed away. The
t h r e e c o l l e a g u e s , w i t h wh i ch h e s e r v e d i n l8hh, S c o t t , Cobb and Wi l l i ams , a l l
y o unge r t h a n h i m s e l f a r e dead . J one s , Rus se l and Eus t a ce w i t h whom he s e r v e d
the fi r s t 6 y e a r s as commissioner, a l l e x c ep t J o n e s , younge r t h a n h im s e l f ,
have paSsed away. M r . Map l e s and w i f e , now, a s t h e y began t h e i r m a r r i e d l i f e ,
a r e t h e o n l y members o f t h e i r f a m i l y . A l t h o u g h t h e y had 1 6 c h i l d r e n , l b o f
whom grew t o m a t u r i t y , t h e i r b a b y i s t h e m o t h e r o f 6 c h i l d r e n . 1 0 o f t h e i r
c h i l d r e n a r e l i v i n g . N o s o n i n t h i s c o u n t y, o n l y one i n t h i s s t a t e . They a r e o n
t h i s May 8 th c e l e b r a t i n g t h e i r 57th ann ive rsa ry o f t h e i r ma r r i a g e . They have
7 0 g r a n d chi ldren and f o r t y g r e a t - g r a n d ch i l d r en . The s t r i n g o f h i s doo r l a t c h
has a lways been ou t s i de . A l l v i s i t o r s have been welcome and t h e needy n e v e r
t u r n e d away empty i f he had means. In c o n c l u s i o n he acknowledges t h a t t h e
w a t c h f u l c a r e o f a n o v e r r u l i n g Prov idence deserves b e t t e r thanks t h a n h e i n
h i s w ickness is a b l e to g i v e . .



EDITORLS NOTE:
T h i s Alabama He r a l d a r t i c l e was w r i t t e n a b o u t t h e same Moses Map l es who
deeded t h e p l o t o f l a n d f o r U n i o n Cemetery in 183h. He was t h e son of
W i l l i a m C a sw e l l Map les and Nancy Long Map l e s , b o r n Sep tember 1 7 , 1802 in
Tennessee . Moses Map les c a l l e d "Auger Eye " , on May 8 , 1820- m a r r i e d Ca t he r i n e
Manning, b o r n December 19 , 1805. He d i e d t h r e e yea r s a f t e r t h e w r i t i n g of
t h e a r t i c l e on June 2a, 1880. H i s w i f e Ca the r i ne , d i e d June 20 , 1893, b o t h
a r e b u r i e d i n Un i on Ceme te r y. They were t h e g r e a t , g r e a t , g r andpa r en t s o f
t h r e e members o f The JacksonCoun t y H i s t o r i c a l Assoc ia t i on : Ca l u s Page ,
Wende l l Page , and Rex Page . '----------------------------------------------------------------------------q - u - p

M iss Demarius Woodall

B y h e r c l o s e a p p l i c a t i o n i n s t u d y and p owe r s o f c omp r e h e n s i o n and v i g o r o u s
memory, j u s t l y s h a r e d t h e h i g h e s t hono r s of t h e most advanced c l a s s of t h i s
Seminary o f l e a r n i n g , on t h e 11 t h o f Sep t embe r, 1872; and w i t h g r e a t p l e a s u r e ,
she i s p ronounced capab l e o f i n s t r u c t i n g i n a l l E n g l i s h branches, u s u a l l y
t a u g h t in o u r Academies, a nd has a l s o j u s t l y m e r i t e d a h i g h s t a n d i n g in m o r a l
d e p a r tm e n t , and e t i q u e t i c a l demeanor.

A f f e c t i o n a t e l y P resen ted B y ,
MISS ROSALIE NORRIS,
P r i n c i p a l o f Woodv i l l e Female Seminary

Sep tember 1 3 t h , 1872.

E d i t o r ' s N o t e : The above was cop i e d f r o m t h e o r i g i n a l c e r t i fi c a t e now owned
by a son of Demarius Wooda l l J ones , M r . W. G. Jones , S r . , age 84, l i v i n g in
Woodv i l l e .

M r . Jones wan ted s o much f o r t h i s c e r t i fi c a t e t o b e r e p r o d u c e d i n i t s o r i g i n !
a l i t y f o r o u r News l e t t e r , b u t f r o m f e a r o f d e s t r o y i n g same, once i t was removed
f r o m t h e s e a l e d f r ame , i t was d e c i d e d t o t y p e t h e con ten t s f o r y o u r i n f o rma t i on .

I f any member o f t h i s Assoc i a t i o n has knowledge o f more i n f o rma t i o n on t h e
WOODVILLE FEMALE SEMINARY, M r . Jones wou l d app r e c i a t e y o u r s ha r i n g t h i s know !
l e d ge w i t h h im and w i t h t h e r e ade r s o f o u r News l e t t e r .-----"-----"-"-""---"-""_ - - - - " - - - " - - - - - - " - " - " - - - " - " - - - - - " - - " " - - - - " " " - - - - - - - - - !
Jackson County H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n new members rece i ved s ince J u l y , 1 2 , 1976

M r s . Gene A i r h e a r t M r s . J e f f E y s t e r M r s . Doy le Maynor
M r s . Edwin D. A l l i s o n M r . B i l l W. Freeman M r . W. Walker McCutchen
M r . James L. Anderson M r s . B i l l W. Freeman Miss E d i t h Money
M r s . James L . Ande r son M r s . J o h n W i l l Gay, J r . M r s . W i l l i am G. Murphy
M r s . H . T. A rms t r ong M r s . Norman Crede M r . John F. Nee l y
M r s . L i l a h Beason M r s . Max i e G ross M r s . J o h n F. Nee l y
M r s . J. B. Beard M r . Sam F r e d G ross M r . John H. Newman, J r .
Ms . J ohnn i e Q . B e l l M r s . Sam F r e d G r o s s M r s . John H . Newman, J r .
M r . W i l l i am R . B e s t M r . R o b e r t 0 . Haas M r . F. Bowers P a r k e r
M r s . W i l l i am R . B e s t M r s . R o b e r t 0 . Haas M r s . F. Bowers Pa r k e r
M r s . C . O . B l a c k w e l l M r s . J e w e l l H a l l M r s . E v e l y n W. Parks
M r s . J o h n B l a c kw e l l M r s . W. W. H a r a l s o n M r s . Mary P e e l
M r s . B i l l B o g a r t M r . W i l l i a m L . H e a t h D r . Ru t h Pee t
M r . F r a n k Boyd M r s . W i l l i a m L . H e a t h M r s . M o r r i s Peppe r
M r s . F r a n k Boyd M r s . Ve s t a Hembree M r . J o h n F. P r o c t o r
M r s . B e r t B o y k i n M r s . W. R. Henshaw M r s . J ohn F. P r o c t o r
M r . C . H . B r a m l e t t M r s . F e r n Hodges M r s . Wor t h P r o c t o r
M r . C l y de B u t l e r , S r . Ms . Jane E . Hodges M r s . Thomas Quinn
M r s . C l y d e B u t l e r , S r . M r . L a r r y Hood M r s . H a z e l I . Robe r t s
M r . Ham l i n Ca l dwe l l , J r . M r s . L a r r y Hood ' M r s . L i l l i a n G . R u s s e l l
M r s . H am l i n Ca l dwe l l , J r . M r s . Ben Hun t M r s . John T. Sanders
M r . H a r r y Campbe l l M r s . J e s s i e Tom H u r t M r s . A u s t i n Sha rp
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